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Ordered— [Monday,  21th  February  1888]: -That  a Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  operation  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Acts  (Ireland). 

Committee  nominated — [Monday,  19 th  March  1888] — of — 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Gent- Davis. 

Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 


Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 


That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers,  and  Records. 


That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 

Ordered,— [Wednesday,  9 th  May  1888]:— That  the  Public  Houses  (Ireland)  (Satur- 
day Closing)  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the  “ Sunday  Closing  Acts 
(Ireland).’’ 

That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  to  consider  the  subject-matter  of  the 
Bill,  and  report  thereupon. 


REPORT -----  p.  m 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE P-  v 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  --------  p-  I 

APPENDIX  a ----------  P-  449 
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R E P 0 E T, 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Oqeration  of  the 

Sunday  Closing  Acts  (Ireland)  ; Have  considered  the  matters 

to  them  referred,  and  have  agreed  to  the  following  REPORT : — 


The  Committee  have  examined  a large  number  of  witnesses  on  the 
subject,  and  on  the  Bills  referred  to  them.  Having  carefully  inquired  into  the 
working  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  w hich  was  passed  in  1878,  for  a period  of 
four  years,  and  which  has  been  since  annually  renewed,  the  Committee  find  that 
the  overwhelming  weight  of  evidence  is  in  favour  of  making  this  Act  perpetual 
as  regards  the  districts  to  which  it  applies. 

The  official  witnesses  from  those  districts,  without  exception,  and  the  great 
majority  of  the  non-official  witnesses,  testify  to  the  beneficial  results  which  have 
attended  the  operation  of  the  Act.  Those  results  are  apparent  in  the  sensible 
diminution  of  drunkenness,  and  in  the  greater  degree  of  good  order  which 
prevails  on  Sundays. 

This  view  is  sustained  by  the  official  statistics  which  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Committee.  These  statistics  vary  considerably  in  different  districts  and 
during  different  periods,  but,  taken  as  a whole,  they  exhibit  a marked  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness  during  the  period 
following  the  passing  of  the  Act.  The  excise  returns  also  show  a large  diminu- 
tion in  the  consumption  of  intoxicating  liquors.  It  is  possible  that  some  of 
these  results  (though  coincident  with  the  Act),  may  be  partially  due  to 
other  causes,  but  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  mainly  due  to  the 
operation  of  the  Act. 

None  of  the  evils  which  were  predicted  by  some  persons  as  likely  to  ensue 
from  the  passing  of  the  Act  have  been  proved  to  have  arisen  to  any  appreciable 

■Valuable  evidence  has  been  given  as  to  the  amendment  of  the  law  as- 
regards  offences  against  the  Licensing  Acts,  and  various  suggestions  have  been 
made,  but  inasmuch  as  the  general  reform  of  the  licensing  laws  is  not  within 
the  scope  of  the  reference  under  which  the  Committee  sits,  they  do  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  make  any  specific  recommendation  on  this  subject  which  they  hope 
will  receive  the  early  attention  of  the  Government.  1 

The  Committee  have  taken  a great  mass  of  evidence  with  reference  to  the 
five  large  cities  arid  towns  excluded  from  the  full  operation  of  the  Act  of  1878 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  result  of  the  evidence  so  taken  was  to 
establish  the  expediency  and  advisability  of  at  once  extending  the  system  of 
Sunday  closing  of  public-houses  to  the  cities  and  towns  so  exempted. 

The  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  exemption  contained  in  the  Licensing 
Acts  with  regard  to  bond  fide  travellers  has  been  much  abused.  The  result  of 
the  shortness  of  the  qualifying  distances,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  supplying 
any  other  test  than  that  of  mileage,  has  been  that  persons  who  do  not  fairly 
come  within  the  description  of  bona  fide  travellers  are  enabled  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  exemption. 

Various  suggestions  have  been  made  to  the  Committee  as  to  restricting 
the  right  of  supplying  bond  fide  travellers  to  certain  classes  of  licenced  houses" 
However  desirable  this  might  he,  the  Committee  feel  certain  that  great  practical 
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difficulties  would  arise  in  applying  such  a principle,  and  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  abuses  to  which  they  have  referred  will  be  largely  obviated  by 
extending  the  qualifying  distance  to  six  miles. 

Regarding  the  earlier  closing  of  public-houses  on  Saturdays,  which  has 
also  been  a subject  of  inquiry,  the  Committee  find  less  difference  of  opinion. 
The  witnesses  examined,  with  few  exceptions,  have  given  strong  evidence 
in  favour  of  curtailing  the  hours  of  sale  on  Saturdays.  The  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  a great  deal  of  the  excessive  drinking  which  has  been  proved  to 
take  place  on  Saturday  nights,  and  much  of  the  squandering  of  the  wages  of 
the  working  classes  would  be  avoided  if  public-houses  were  closed  earlier  on 
that  day,  and  they  are  satisfied  that  such  a measure  would  be  supported 
by  public  opinion  generally  throughout  Ireland. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  under  the  existing  system  of 
exemption  orders,  the  requirements  of  the  inhabitants  of  large  cities  in  regard 
to  restaurants  and  dining  rooms  can  be  fully  provide  d for. 

The  Committee  have  consolidated  and  amended  the  Bills  referred  to  them, 
and  now  report  them,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

In  view  of  this  our  Report  the  Committee  recommend — 

(1.)  That  the  Act  of  1878  should  be  made  perpetual,  and  extended  to 
the  five  cities  now  exempted  from  the  full  operation  of  the  Act. 

(2.)  That  the  qualifying  distance  under  the  bond  fide  provision  should 
be  extended  to  six  miles. 

(3.)  That  all  houses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Ireland  should 
be  closed  at  9 p.m.  on  Saturdays. 


2 July  1888. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


Monday,  26th  March  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 


Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 
Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Biggar. 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  deliberated. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  “That  the  Return  proposed  for  examination  by 
the  Committee  should  distinguish  between  Convictions  and  Arrests” — (Mr.  M‘ Donald). 
— The  Committee  divided : 

Ayes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

[Adjourned  till  Monday,  9th  April,  at  Twelve  o’clock. 


Noes,  4. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mi-.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Monday,  9th  April  1888. 


members  present  : 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald.  I Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.  Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Biggar.  I Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Andrew  Reed,  called,  and  examined. 

[Adjourned  till  Thursday,  12th  April. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


Thursday , 12 th  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.  - 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 


Mr.  David  Harr  el  examined. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  « That  the  consideration  of  a Return  presented  by  this 
witness  be  postponed  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell).  -The  Committee  divided: 


Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  4. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 


[Adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


Monday,  1 6th  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  David  Harrel  further  examined. 
Mr.  Charles  J.  O'Donel  examined. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr..  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 


[Adjourned  till  Thursday  next. 


Thursday,  19 th  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mi’.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald. 
Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Biggar. 


Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 


Mr.  Charles  A.  E.  Cameron,  Sir  James  Horner  Haslelt  and  Mr.  Thomas  Cor  less, 
were  examined. 


[Adjourned  till  Monday,  23rd  April. 
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Monday , 23 rd  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Biggar. 


Jfo.  William  Davis,  Mr.  Flanagan,  and  Mr.  E.  F.  Hickson  were  examined. 


[Adjourned  till  Thursday  next. 


Thursday,  2 6th  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


• Mr.  Solictor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 


Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Muntz. 


Mr.  P.  A.  McHugh,  Mayor  of  Sligo,  and  Mr.  John  C.  Gardiner  were  examined. 

[Adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


Monday,  3 Oth  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

Mr.  Peter  M£  Don  aid. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  John  O'Brien,  Mayor  of  Cork,  examined. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Gardiner  further  examined. 


Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 


[Adjourned  till  Thursday,  3rd  May. 


Thursday , 3rd  May,  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Kussell. 
Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Biggar. 


Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  It.  G.  Bull  and  Mr.  Thomas  Toole,  Mayor  of  Waterford,  were  examined. 


[Adjourned  till  Monday  next. 
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Monday , 7th  May  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  por  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  J.  M.  G.  Foley,  Sir  William  Miller,  Mayor  of  Londonderry,  and  Mr.  S.  B. 
Hamilton  were  examined. 

[Adjourned  till  Thursday  next,  at  Two  o’clock. 


Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Monday,  1 4 tk  May  1 888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  ppR  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.  Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Jacoby.  Mr.  John  O’Connor 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Dona'd.  Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  J.  li.  B.  Jennings  examined. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  “ That  Mr.  Irwin,  Resident  Magistrate,  Limerick,  be 
not  heard  as  a witness  before  this  Committee” — (Mr.  John  O'  Connor). — The  Committee 
divided : 

Ayes,  3.  I Noes,  3. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald.  Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor.  Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Tuite.  | Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  declared  himself  with  the  Noes. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Irwin  examined. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  “That  the  Committee  do  meet  on  Thursday  next”— 
(Mr.  Biggar). — The  Committee  divided: 

Ayes,  3.  Noes,  3. 

Mr.  Biggar.  Mi-.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Rowntree.  Mi-.  P.  M'Donald. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.  Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  declared  himself  with  the  Ayes. 

[Adjourned  till  Thursday  next. 


Thursday,  YJth  May  188R. 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Mr.  Peter  M'Donalcl. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 


Mr.  Frederick  R.  Falkiner,  Recorder  of  Dublin,  Mr.  Heffernan  Considine,  and  Mr. 
Patrick  M.  Egan,  Mayor  of  Kilkenny,  were  examined. 


The  Committee  deliberated. 


[Adjourned  till  Monday,  4th  June. 


Monday,  4th  June  1888. 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Frv. 


The  Committee  deliberated. 

Rev.  Dr.  Tynan,  p.p.,  examined. 

Room  cleared. — The  Committee  deliberated. — Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
“ That  Mr.  Wigham,  a Witness  summoned  by  the  Committee,  be  not  heard  ” — (Mr.  John 
O'  Connor). — The  Committee  divided: 


Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  Henry  Wigliam,  examined. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  “ That  this  Committee  do  conclude  the  taking  of 
evidence  after  five  more  sittings  ” — (Mr.  Jacoby ). — The  Committee  divided  : 

Ayes,  5.  | Noes,  2. 


Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr  Tomlinson. 


Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O'Connor. 


[Adjourned  till  Thursday  next. 
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Thursday , 7th  June  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 

Mr.  Agg- Gardner. 

Mr.  Wigham  further  examined. 

Rev.  Canon  Sheehan  examined. 

[Adjourned,  till  Monday  next. 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  "William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 


Monday,  Wth  June  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 

Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor.  j Mi-.  Biggar. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.  | Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald.  Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  William  Johnston.  j Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Jacoby.  Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  J.  P.  Nannetti,  Mr.  O'Keeffe,  a Member  of  the  House,  Mayor  of  Limerick,  and 
Dr.  Byrne  were  examiined. 

[Adjourned  till  Thursday  next. 


Thursday,  1 4th  June  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  William  Johnston.  Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.  Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor.  Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald.  Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Agg-  Gardner.  Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Eugene  Crean  examined. 

Room  cleared. — The  Committee  deliberated. 

Examination  resumed. 

Dr.  Nicholas  Whyte  examined. 

The  Chairman  being  unavoidably  obliged  to  leave  the.  Chair, — Motion  made,  That 
Mr.  Rowntree  do  take  the  Chair — (Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald). 

Mr.  Rowntree  accordingly  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Samuel  Munro  examined. 

[Adjourned  till  Monday  next. 
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Monday,  18 th  June  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Very  Rev.  P.  Convert/  examined. 

Mr.  White,  Secretary  of  the  Grocers’  and  Vintners’  Association,  attended  to  make  a 
statement  respecting  a letter  which  had  been  received  by  a Member  of  the  Committee. 
Rev.  Robert  Power  and  Dr.  Charles  Jlonayne  were  examined. 

The  Chairman  being  unavoidably  obliged  to  leave  the  Chair, — Motion  made,  That 
Mr.  Rowntree  do  take  the  Chair — (Mr.  John  O'  Connor). 

Mr.  Rowntree  accordingly  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  William  Spillane  examined. 

[Adjourned  till  Thursday  next. 


Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Thursday,  21  st  June  1888. 


members  present : 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 


Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 


Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  a Member  of  the  House,  and  Mr.  Charles  Dawson,  were 
examined. 


The  Chairman  being  unavoidably  obliged  to  leave  the  Chair, — Motion  made,  and 
Question,  That  Mr.  Biggar  do  take  the  Chair — (Mr.  John  O'Connor)  — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Biggar  accordingly  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Patrick  Troy  and  Mr.  John  R.  Ward,  were  examined. 

Room  cleared. — The  Committee  deliberated. — Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  That 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sunday  Closing  Acts  (Ireland)  be  directed  to 
move,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  that  they  have  power,  if  they  think  fit, 
to  consolidate  the  Sale  of  Liquors  on  Sunday  (Ireland)  Act  (1878)  Amendment  Bill, 
and  the  Public  Houses  (Ireland)  (Saturday  Closing)  Bill  into  one  Bill — (Mr.  T. 
W.  Russell). — The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  W.  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noe,  1. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


[Adjourned  till  Monday  next. 
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Thursday,  28 tli  June  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  T.W.  Russell. 
Mr.  William  .1  ohnston. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Theodore  1' ry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Gent- Davis. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Mi-.  Muntz. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  A gg- Gardner. 
Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 
Mr.  Lea. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  That  the  Committee  do  adjourn  until  Thursday 
next — (Mr.  Tomlinson ). — The  Committee  divided: 


Ayes,  6. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent- Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Tomlinson 


Noes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  .Johnston. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  That  the  Sale  of  Liquors  on  Sunday  (Ireland)  Act 
(1878)  Amendment  Bill  and  the  Public  Houses  (Ireland)  (Saturday  Closing)  Bill  be 
consolidated  into  one  Bill — (Mr.  Jacoby), — put,  and  agreed  to. 


DRAFT  REPORT,  proposed  by  the  Chairman,  read  the  first  time,  as  follows : 

“ 1.  The  Committee  have  examined  a large  number  of  witnesses  on  the  subject,  and 
on  the  Bills  referred  to  them.  Having  carefully  inquired  into  the  working  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  which  was  passed  in  1878,  for  a period  of  four  years,  and  which  has  been 
since  annually  renewed,  the  Committee  find  that  the  overwhelming  weight  of  evidence  is 
in  favour  of  making  this  Act  perpetual  as  regards  the  districts  to  which  it  applies. 

“ 2.  The  official  witnesses,  without  exception,  and  the  great  majority  of  the  non-official 
witnesses,  testify  to  the  beneficial  results  which  have  attended  the  operation  of  the  Act. 
Those  results  are  apparent  in  the  sensible  diminution  of  drunkenness,  and  the  greater 
degree  of  good  order  and  regularity  which  prevail  on  Sundays, 

“ 3.  This  view  is  sustained  by  the  official  statistics  which  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Committee.  These  statistics  vary  considerably  in  different  districts  and  during  different 
periods,  but,  taken  as  a whole,  they  exhibit  a marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests 
and  convictions  for  drunkenness  during  the  period  following  the  passing  of  the  Act. 
The  excise  returns  also  show  a large  diminution  in  the  consumption  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

“4.  None  of  the  evils  which  were  predicted  by  some  persons  as  likely  to  ensue  from 
the  passing  of  the  Act  have  been  proved  to  have  arisen  to  any  considerable  extent. 

“ 5.  Valuable  evidence  has  been  given  as  to  the  amendment  of  the  law  as  regards  offences 
against  the  Licensing  Acts,  and  various  suggestions  have  been  made,  but  inasmuch  as 
the  general  reform  of  the  licensing  laws  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  reference  under 
which  the  Committee  sits,  they  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  make  any  recommendation  on 
this  subject. 

“ 6.  The  Committee  have  taken  a great  mass  of  evidence  with  reference  to  the  five  large 
cities  and  towns  excluded  from  the  full  operation  of  the  Act  of  1878.  In  these  towns 
there  is  a considerable  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  totally  closing  public- 
houses  on  Sundays,  but  there  is  in  all  of  them  a great  preponderance  of  opinion  in  favour 
of  still  further  shortening  the  hours  during  which  public-houses  may  be  open  on  that  day. 
In  view  of  this  difference  of  opinion,  and  having  regard  to  the  different  conditions  of  life 
in  cities  and  in  rural  districts,  the  Committee  do  not  recommend  the  extension  of  the  Act 
in  its  entirety  to  the  five  exempted  cities,  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  public-houses  in 
those  cities  should  only  be  open  from  2 to  5 p.m.  on  Sundays. 

“ 7.  The 
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“ 7.  The  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  exemption  contained  in  the  Licensing  Acts 
with  regard  to  bond  fide  travellers  has  been  grossly  abused.  The  result  of  the  shortness 
of  the  qualifying  distances,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  supplying  any  other  test  than 
that  of  mileage,  nas  been  that  persons  who  do  not  fairly  come  within  the  description  of 
bond  fide  travellers  are  enabled  to  avail  themselves  of  the  exemption. 

« 8.  Various  suggestions  have  been  made  to  the  Committee  as  to  restricting  the  right 
of  supplying  bond  fide  travellers  to  certain  classes  of  licensed  houses.  However  desirable 
this  might  be,  the  Committee  feel  certain  that  great  practical  difficulties  would  arise  in 
applying  such  a principle,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  abuses  to  which  they  have 
referred  will  be  largely  obviated  by  extending  the  qualifying  distance  to  six  miles. 

“ 9.  Regarding  the  earlier  closing  of  public-houses  on  Saturday,  which  has  also  been  a 
subject  of  inquiry,  the  Committee  find  little  or  no  difference  of  opinion.  The  witnesses 
examined,  with  few  exceptions,  have  given  strong  evidence  in  favour  of  curtailing  the 
hours  of  sale  on  Saturday.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  a great  deal  of  the  exces- 
sive drinking  which  has  been  proved  to  take  place  on  Saturday  nights,  and  much  of  the 
squandering  of  the  wages  of  the  working  classes  would  be  avoided  if  public-houses  were 
closed  earlier  on  that  day,  and  they  are  satisfied  that  such  a measure  would  be  supported 
by  public  opinion  generally  throughout  Ireland. 

“ 10.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  under  the  existing  system  of  exemption  orders, 
the  requirements  of  the  inhabitants  of  large  cities  in  regard  to  restaurants  and  dining- 
rooms can  be  fully  provided  for.  The  Committee  have  consolidated  and  amended  the 
Bills  referred  to  them,  and  now  report  them,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

<c  11.  In  view  of  this  our  Report  the  Committee  recommend — 

(1.)  That  the  Act  of  1878  should  be  made  perpetual. 

(2.)  That  in  the  five  exempted  cities,  the  hours  of  sale  should  be  from  2 to 
5 p.m. 

(3.)  That  the  qualifying  distance  under  the  bond  fide  provision  should  be  extended 
to  six  miles. 

(4.)  That  all  houses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Ireland  should  be  closed 
at  9 p.m.  on  Saturdays.” 


DRA.FT  REPORT,  proposed  by  Mr.  John  O'  Connor,  read  the  first  time,  as  follows : 


“ 1.  Your  Committee  having  carefully  considered  the  evidence  tendered  in  relation  to 
the  working  of  the  ‘ Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,’  can- 
not recommend  the  continuance  of  that  Statute  in  its  present  form. 

“2.  In  addition  to  the  police  evidence  your  Committee  summoned  eight  Irish  Mayors 
to  give  evidence  as  to  the  feelings  of  the  Irish  people  on  the  questions  of  Saturday  Early 
Closing  and  Sunday  Closing.  Four  of  these  Mayors  were  selected  from  towns  in  which 
total  Sunday  Closing  is  in  force  under  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
(Ireland)  Act.  1878,  one  Mayor  being  taken  from  each  Province,  viz.,  the  Mayor  of 
Kilkenny,  the  Mayor  of  Sligo,  the  Mayor  of  Clonmel,  and  the  Mayor  of  Derry. 

“ 3.  Of  these  four  Mayors  thus  selected  three  have  unequivocally  expressed  it  as  the  Questions- 
desire  of  the  people  that  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  (Ireland)  Act,  2G07,  2Cue,  irm, 
1878,  should  no  longer  be  continued  in  its  present  form,  and  these  three  Mayors  (Kil-  SGOMGio’m?*,' 
kenny,  Sligo,  and  Clonmel)  recommended  to  your  Committee  the  modification  of  that  5070,  r, i n , 
Act  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  free  and  legitimate  sale  of  drink  for  some  fixed  time 
on  Sundays.  The  Mayor  of  Derry  alone  dissented.  Your  Committee  could  not  help 
noticing  the  difference  between  the  opinions  held  by  the  police  inspectors  and  the  mayors  ; 
but  having  regard  to  the  representative  positions  held  by  the  latter,  your  Committee’ 
after  due  consideration,  have  decided  to  rely  upon  the  representative  evidence  as  con- 
trasted with  the  poiice  evidence  in  seeking  a true  index  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the 
people. 


eating  Liquors  on  Sunday  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,'  via. : Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Waterford"  MraMM  318', 
and  Limerick,  your  Committee  examined  the  Mayors  of  Cork,  Waterford,  Belfast  and  3190,  1082,1083. 
Limerick.  Your  Committee  had  also  before  them  a Petition  under  the  Corporate ’Seal  40r-' 400 -■  4,>Cr‘’ 
of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Dublin,  protesting  against  any  change  in  the  4°6'' 
existing  hours  of  sale  on  licensed  premises  in  Dublin.  Of  the  four  Mayors'  thus  examined,  saof  8207~  0J42 
three  were  against  the  extension  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  the  exempted  cities,  viz.,  10-14.3,  \oui,  10445 
the  Mayors  ot  Waterford,  f ori:,  and  Limerick.  The  Mayor  of  Belfast  alone  dissented  foBf  i>8o,  Ml,  382, 
The  Corporations  of  Dublin,  Limerick,  and  Waterford  have  petitioned  amiinst  any  m’m- 
change  in  the  existing  hours  of  sale  in  those  cities,  and  a resolution  has  been  passed  by  Question — 
the  Cork  Corporation  protesting  against  any  change  in  the  existing  hours  of  sale  under  o°3°r 
the  Licensing  Acts,  1872  and  1874.  No  similar  resolution  on  the  opposite  side  was  leag  Ss. 
passed  by  the  Belfast  Corporation,  the  mayor  speaking  individually  in  givinv  his  evidence 
265-  b 3 ° Having 
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6900,  6901,  6902, 
6903,  6904,  6906, 
6906,  6908, 
7314-7319. 

7321. 


7739-7741. 
7743,  7753. 
7886. 

8209-8212. 

8495-8508,8509. 

7783-7785. 


Questions — 

9609.  9610,  9611, 
9612,  9613,  9614, 
9615. 


Questions — 
6479,  5108-5111. 
4082-4084. 

8215,  8216. 

2566. 

7804-7806. 

8508,  8509. 

8215,  8216. 


Questions — 

6459,  9727,  &e. 

6460. 

10324. 
9960-9963. 
9414,  9415. 


Questions — 

401,  4150,  9903, 
6429,  3362,  3363,  Stc 


Having  regard  to  the  practical  unanimity  amongst  -the  representative  witnesses  as 
evidenced  by  these  facts,  your  Committee  cannot  recommend  the  extension  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  to  the  exempted  cities,  or  any  curtailment  of  the  existing  hours  of  sale 
therein. 

“5.  Your  Committee  have  had  before  them  letters  addressed  by  members  of  the  Irish 
Catholic  Episcopacy  to  the  Irish  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Intemperance,  and 
they  find  that  out  of  the  twenty-seven  Irish  Catholic  Prelates  only  seven  recommend  the 
extension  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  the  large  cities.  Two  of  the  remaining  Bishops 
condemn  in  the  strongest  language  both  the  results  of  its  operation  and  of  its  proposed 
extension.  Seven  of  the  Prelates  offer  no  opinion  as  to  the  desirability  of  its  extension, 
but  would  be  content  with  the  renewal  of  the  present  Act;  twelve  of  the  Irish  Catholic 
Prelates  have  remained  entirely  silent,  giving  no  response  to  the  queries  addressed  to 
their  Lordships.  Your  Committee,  therefore,  cannot  believe. that,  any  urgency  exists  for 
any  fresh  legislation  on  the  questions  under  consideration  in  view  of  such  a want  of 
unanimity  amongst  the  Catholic  hierarchy  upon  a question  closely  connected  with  the 
welfare  and  morals  of  the  people. 

“6.  Your  Committee  have  also  had  before  them  the  evidence  of  the  United.  Trades’. 
Councils  of  Cork  and  Dublin,  and  a resolution  passed  by  the  Amalgamated  Trades  of 
Limerick.  The  President  of  the  Dublin  Trades’  Council,  speaking  on  behalf  of  5, 000 
skilled  artizans  of  that  city,  and  authorised  by  them  to  do  so,  protested  against  any 
change  in  the  existing  hours  of  sale  on  Sundays  and  Saturdays.  The  President  of  the 
CorlT Trades  Council  gave  similar  evidence.  In  the  interests,  therefore,  of  the  working 
men  engaged  in  the  large  exempted  cities,  we  recommend  the  House  not  to  interfere  with 
the  existing  hours  of  sale  on  Sundays  and  Saturdays  in  the  exempted  cities. 

“ 7.  Your  Committee  cannot  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  measures  in 
consideration  of  the  relief  which  it  has  been  alleged  they  would  afford  to  the  employes 
engaged  in  licensed  premises;  inasmuch  as  the  Secretary  to  the  Grocers’  and  Vintners’ 
Assistants’  Association  specially  authorised  to  do  so,  laid  before  us  a resolution  passed  by 
the  Association  protesting  against  any  interference  with  legitimate  trade  by  the  curtail- 
ment of  the  present  hours  of  sale  on  Saturdays  or  Sundays,  and  repudiating  the  statement 
that,  as  a body,  they  were  in  favour  of  such  measures. 

“ 8.  Your  Committee  have  had  before  them  evidence  specially  dealing  with  the  pro- 
posed earlier  closing  on  Saturdays,  and  of  the  eight  Mayors  summoned,  five,  viz.,  the 
Mayors  of  Waterford,  Sligo,  Limerick,  Kilkenny,  and  Clonmel,  have  opposed  any  cur- 
tailment of  the  hours  on  Saturday  evening,  which  is  selected  in  Ireland  by  the  masses  of 
the  people  for  marketing  and  recreation.  The  President  of  the  Cork  Trades,  the  Dublin 
United  Trades  Councils,  and  the  Limerick  Associated  Trades,  have  also  opposed  any 
curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Saturdays.  Resolutions  from  several  public  boards  and  other 
representative  bodies  protesting  against  any  further  restrictions  of  the  hours  of  sale  on 
Saturday  evenings,  have  also  been  before  us.  Therefore  your  Committee  cannot  recom- 
mend any  change  in  the  existing  hours  of  closing  on  Saturdays  in  the  cities  and  large 
towns  of  Ireland,  believing  that  it  would  result  in  serious  evils  and  inconvenience  to  the 
bulk  of  the  population. 

“ 9.  The  great  majority  of  the  witnesses  summoned,  the  pclice  witnesses  alone  excepted, 
bore  testimony  to  the  unequal  and  inadequate  manner  in  which  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 
and  the  General  Licensing  Acts  have  been  carried  out  by  the  police,  and  the  friends  of 
those  measures  have  in  many  instances  attributed  their  want  of  success  to  the  faulty  and 
imperfect  administration  of  the  Acts  by  the  constabulary.  Under  these  circumstances 
your  Committee  cannot  attach  as  much  value  to  the  evidence  of  the  police  officials  as  to 
that  of  the  representative  witnesses,  ncr  can  they  recommend  the  House  to  impose  upon 
the  constabulary  the  administration  of  extended  measures  of  a more  severe  character. 

“ 10.  Your  Committee  are  also  pleased  to  report  that  all  the  witnesses  examined,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  bore  teslimony  to  the  improved  standard  of  social  order  existing 
amongst  the  people,  and  the  decided  tendency  to  voluntary  temperance  observable 
amongst  the  masses.  This  remark  is  supported  by  testimony  of  the  police  witnesses  as 
well  as  by  that  of  the  representative  witnesses.  Your  Committee  would  therefore 
recommend  the  House,  instead  of  passing  into  law  these  unnecessary  restrictive  pro- 
posals, to  facilitate  the  progress  of  measures  for  the  social  improvement  and  better 
housing  of  the  artisan  and  labouring  classes.  Your  Committee  have  had  no  public  expres- 
sion of  opinion  from  any  elected  or  representative  bodies  in  favour  of  these  restrictive  Bills, 
but  many  valuable  suggestions  have  been  made  for  the  social  improvement  of  the  artisan 
and  working  classes,  by  measures  of  a remedial  nature. 

“11.  Nothing  bearing  the  semblance  of  a public  demand  for  these  measures  having  been 
proved  by  your  Committee,  we  decline  the  responsibility  of  recommending  the  House 
to  pass  these  measures,  or  any  similar  measure,  solely  upon  the  recommendation  of  police 
and  paid  officials  against  the  bulk  of  the  representative  evidence  adduced. 

“ 12.  Although  many  evils  and  imperfections  in  the  working  of  the  hmafide  Travellers’ 
Clause  have  been  attested  to  by  witnesses  of  different  opinions,  still  your  Committee  is 
convinced  that  these  evasions  of  the  law  occur  principally  in  the  neighbourhood  of  cities 

and 
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und  large  towns.  Your  Committee  do  not  feel  justified  in  imposing  a palpable  hardship  on 
the  generality  of  the  people  by  extending  the  limit  of  distance  as  proposed  by  these  Bills, 
but  would  recommend  in  cities  and  towns  where  licensed  houses  are  partially  open  for  sale 
of  drink  on  Sundays  that  in  the  case  of  residents  within  the  city  or  town,  the  distance  of 
three  miles  should  be  counted,  commencing  from  the  municipal  boundary.  The  facilities 
for  misrepresentation  and  evasion  will  not  be  lesseued  by  an  increase  of  distance  all  over 
the  country.  The  selection  of  particular  high-class  houses  as  alone  qualified  to  sell  to 
travellers,  will  have  the  effect  of  debarring  the  artizan  and  working  classes  from  procuring 
legitimate  refreshments  at  the  ordinary  rates.  In  towns  and  villages  where  no  such  houses 
exist  the  privilege  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  would  be  entirely  abolished  by  the  proposed 
clause. 

“ 13.  Your  Committee  therefore  recommend : — 

1.  The  modification  of  the  ‘ Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  (Ireland) 
Act,  1878,’  so  as  to  permit  the  sale  of  dinner  beer  and  refreshments  between  two  and 
five  p.m.  on  Sundays,  outside  the  five  exempted  cities. 

2.  The  retention  of  the  present  hours  of  sale  on  Saturdays  in  all  Irish  towns 
and  cities. 

3.  The  retention  of  the  present  existing  hours  of  sale  on  Sundays  in  the  five  cities 
exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  ‘ Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
(Ireland)  Act,  1878.’  ” 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed.  That  the  Draft  Report  proposed  by  the  Chairman 
be  now  read  a second  time,  pai-agraph  by  paragraph — Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  “ the  Chairman  ” in  order  to  insert  (he  words  “Mr.  John  O’ Connor  ” instead 
thereof — (Mr.  Peter  M’Domild). — Question  put,  That  the  words  “the  Chairman” 
stand  part  of  the  Question. — The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  6. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  2. 

Mr.  Peter  M£Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Paragraph  1.— Amendment  proposed,  in  line  4,  to  leave  out  all  the  words  from  the 
word  “renewed,”  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph— (Mr.  Muntz).— Question  put,  That  the 
words  “ the  Committee  ” stand  part  of  the  paragraph.— The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jaodby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Another  Araendment  proposed,  in  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word  “overwhelming” — (Mr 
the  — P-t  of  the  paragraph^— 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Lea, 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr;.  Tuite. 

255.  b 4 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
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Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  5,  after  the  words  “ in  favour  of”  to  insert  the 
word  “ not  (Mr.  Muntz).-  Question  put,  That  the  word  “ not  ” be  there  inserted.— 1 he 
Committee  divided : 


Ayes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Question  put,  “That  paragraph  1 stand 
di\ided : 

Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Ilowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr,  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

part  of  the  Report.” — The  Committee 
Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 

Mr.  .Muntz. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Paragraphs  2 and  3 consolidated. 


Consolidated  paragraph  2.— Amendment  proposed,  in  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words 
« without  exception.”— Question  proposed,  That  the  words  “ without  exception  ” stand  part 
of  the  paragraph— (Mr.  A gg- Gardner).— Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  1,  after  the  word  “witnesses”  to  insert  the 
words  “ from  those  districts  ’’—(The  Chairman).— Question,  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Another  Amendment,  proposed,  in  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words,  “the  great  majority 

0f” (Mr.  Muntz). — Question  put,  “That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  paragraph.” — 1 he  Committee  oivided  : 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  .1  acoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  2,  after  the  words  “ non-official  witnesses,”  to 
nsert  the  words  “the  Mayors  of  the  following  cities  dissenting,  i.e.,  Cork,  Limerick, 
Clonmel,  Waterford,  Kilkenny,  and  Sligo” — (Mr.  John  O'Connor). — Question  put,  “ That 
those  words  be  there  inserted.”— The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  4. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Noes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  3,  to 
O'  Connor). — Question  put,  That  the  word  “ 
The  Committee  divided : 

Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


leave  out  the  word  “sensible” — (Mr.  John 
■ sensible  ” stand  part  of  the  paragraph. — 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Another 
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Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  word  “ marked” — (Mr.  Peter 
M‘ Dor  aid). — Question  put,  That  the  word  “ marked  ” stand  part  of  the  paragraph. — 
The  Committee  divided : 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mi-.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  4. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  APDonald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Another  Amendment  proposed,  inline  10,  to  leave  out  from  the  words  “passing  of 
the  Act,”  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph — (Mr.  John  O'  Connor ). — Question  put,  That 
the  word's  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  paragraph. — The  Committee  divided : 


Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Another  Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  to  add  the  words  “ but 
this  may  be  in  part  attributable  to  causes  outside  the  operation  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act” — (The  Chairman). — Question  proposed.  That  those  words  be  there  added. — Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Another  Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  to  add  the  words  “ It  is  pos- 
sible that  some  of  these  results  (though  coincident  with  the  Act)  may  be  due  to  other 
causes” — (Mr.  Theodore  Fry).— Amendment  proposed,  to  the  said  proposed  Amendment, 
to  insert  after  the  word  “be,”  the  word  “ partially” — (Mr.  Leu). — Question  put.  That 
the  word  “ partially  ” be  there  inserted. — The  Committee  divided : 


Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Air.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Air.  Tuite. 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mi-.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Peter  APDonald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Word  “ paitially”  inserted. 

Question  put,  That  the  Amendment,  as 
Committee  divided : 

Ayes,  6. 

Air.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Air.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

Air.  John  O'Connor. 

Air.  Tuite. 


amended,  be  added  to  the  paragraph. — The 

Noes,  6. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 


Whereupon  the  Chairman  declared  himself  with  the  Ayes. 


Another  Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  to  add  the  following  words 
“ but  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  mainly  due  to  the  working  of  the  Act 
(Air.  T.  W.  Bussell). — Question  put,  That  those  words  be  there  added. — The  Committee 
divided  : 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Air.  William  Johnston. 
Air.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  3. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Air.  John  O’Connor. 
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Question  put,  That  paragraph  2,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  proposed  Report. — 
The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Grardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Paragraph  3.  — Amendment  proposed,  in  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  word  “ considerable  ” 
and  insert  the  word  “appreciable” — (Mr.  Biggar). — Question  put.  That  the  word 
“ considerable  ” stand  part  of  the  paragraph. — The  Committee  divided : 


Ayes,  3. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  APDonald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Noes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Question,  That  the  word  “ appreciable  ” be  there  inserted, — put,  and  agreed  to. 


Another  Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  Paragraph  3,  to  add  the  words  “ yet 
several  witnesses  testify  to  the  existence  of  shebeening  ” — (Mr.  John  O'Connor). — Ques- 
tion put,  That  those  words  be  there  added. — The  Committee  divided: 


Ayes,  3. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Noes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Air.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Air.  Tuite. 


Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Paragraph  4 — Amendments  made. 


Question  put,  That  paragraph  4,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  proposed  Report. — 
The  Committee  divided: 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

AIi\  William  Johnston. 
Air.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  3. 

Air.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  APDonald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Paragraph  5 postponed. 


Paragraphs  6 and  7 consolidated. 


Consolidated  Paragraph  6. — An  Amendment  made. 


Another 
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Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word  “six” — (Mr. 
John  O’Connor).— Question  nut,  That  the  word  “six”  stand  part  of  the  paragraph.— 
The  Committee  divided  ; ° 1 

Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  It  own  tree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 


Noes,  4. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Question  put,  “ That  Paragraph  6,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  proposed  Report.”— 
I he  Committee  divided  : * 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr,  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  3. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Paragraph  7. — Amendments  made. 


^“a““‘Pmpoted,m  line  3,  after  the  word  “Exceptions”  to  insert  the 
7m  I. d wSS”8  'hs  Mayors  of  Waterford,  Sligo,  Limerick,  Kilkenny,  and  Clonmel"— 
mittee‘7divid«lC°'m°’'  Que3tl°n  rt“'  That  ,hose  words  be  there  inserted. -'The  Com- 


Ayes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Noes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar, 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word  “ excessive 
XimSLnSrZiSi  Tiat  “*e  'VOrtI  part  of  the  paragraph.- 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner, 
Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 
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Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Another 
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Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  word  “ satisfied  ” — (Mr 
John  O’Connor ), — Question  put.  That  the  word  “satisfied”  stand  part  of  the  paragraph 
—The  Committee  divided : 


Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Bowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  That  the  Committee  do  adjourn  till  Monday  next 
— (Mr.  T.  W.  liusse/l). 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  cC  Monday  ” in  order  to  insert  “ Thursday  ” 
instead  thereof— (Mr.  Muntz.) 

Question  put,  That  the  word  “ Monday”  stand  part  of  the  question.— The  Committee 
divided  : 


Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Bowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  6. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 
Mr.  Peter  M;Donald. 
Mr.  Muntz. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

[Adjourned  till  Monday  next,  at  Twelve  o’clock. 


Monday,  2nd  July  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 
Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Bowntree. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Postponed  paragraph  5.— Amendment  proposed,  in  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  “ In  these 
towns  there  is  a considerable  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  totally  closing 
public-houses  on  Sundays,  but  there  is  in  all  of  them  a great  preponderance  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  still  further  shortening  the  hours  during  which  public-houses  may  be  open  on  that 
day.  In  view  of  this  difference  of  opinion,  and  having  regard  to  the  different  conditions 
of ‘life  in  cities  and  in  rural  districts,  the  Committee  do  not  recommend  the  extension  of 
the  Act  in  its  entirety  to  the  five  exempted  cities,  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  public- 
houses  in  those  cities  should  only  be  open  from  2 to  5 p.m.  on  Sundays  ’’—(Mr.  Biggar). 
—Question  put,  “ That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  paragraph.  — 
The  Committee  divided : 

Ayes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Another 


iNoes,  /. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 
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Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  3,  to  insert  the  words  “ In  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  the  result  of  the  evidence  so  taken  was  to  establish  the  expediency  and  advis- 
ability of  at  once  extending  the  system  of  total  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses  to  the 
cities  and  towns  so  exempted,”  instead  thereof— (Mr.  Biggar). 

Question  put,  “ That  those  words  be  there  inserted.” — The  Committee  divided  : 

Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  that  the  following  new  paragraph  be  inserted  in  the  Report : 
“No  evidence  having  been  given  that  excessive  drinldng  takes  place  on  Saturdays  in 
the  rural  districts  or  small  towns,  the  Committee  are  not  in  a position  to  recommend 
that  this  restriction  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  drink  on  Saturdays  should  apply  to 
towns  having  a population  under  5,000” — (Mr.  Tuite).  — Question  put.  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted. — The  Committee  divided : 

Ayes,  5.  Noes,  6. 

Mr.  Agg- Gardner.  Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis,  Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Jacoby.  Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald.  Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

Mr.  Tuite.  Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Paragraphs  8 and  9,  agreed  to. 

Another  Amendment  proposed,  that  the  following  new  paragraph  be  inserted  in  the 
Report : — “ Evidence  has  been  taken  which  has  satisfied  the  Committee,  that 
considerable  laxity  exists  on  the  part  of  the  police  in  enforcing  the  existing 
Sunday  Closing  Acts,  and  that,  owing  to  this  cause,  breach-  s of  the  Act  are 
more  frequent  than  they  should  be.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  if  a 
serious  effort  were  made  by  the  police  authorities,  a large  proportion  of  these  infractions 
of  the  law  could  be  prevented,  and  that  a strict  observance  of  the  Act  could  without 
difficulty  be  enforced.  It  has  also  been  established  that  in  the  cases  in  which  offenders 
against  the  Act  are  successfully  proceeded  against,  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  magistrates 
are  generally  so  trivial  as  necessarily  to  fail  in  deterring  from  what  must  frequently  be  a 
lucrative  illicit  traffic.  In  view  of  the  latter  fact  the  Committee  recommend  that  the 
minimum  penalties  for  selling  drink  at  unlawful  hours  be  increased  ” — (Mr.  Biggar). — • 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Another  Amendment  proposed,  that  the  following  new  paragraph  be  inserted  in  the 
Report : — “ That  a minimum  penalty  for  the  sale  of  drink  at  unlawful  hours 
be  fixed,  and  that  such  minimum  should  be  2 1.  for  a first  offence,  and  5 1. 
for  any  subsequent  offence;  also,  that  every  conviction,  after  the  first,  for 
any  such  offence  be,  as  of  course,  recorded  on  the  licence  of  the  person  convicted  ” — 
— (Mr.  Biggar). — Question  put,  That  those  words  be  there  inserted. — The  Committee 
divided ; 

; Noes,  6. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Paragraph  10.— Amendment  proposed,  in  Sub-section  (1),  line  1,  after  the  word  ‘'per- 
petual,” to  add  the  words  “and  extended  to  the  five  cities  now  exempted  from  the  full 
operaiion  of  the  Act  ” — (Mr.  Biggar). 

Question,  “ That  those  words  be  there  added,” — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sub-section  (2),  agreed  to. 

2S5-  d 2 Sub- 


Ayes,  5. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  4. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


Sub-section  (3).— Amendment  proposed,  in  line  2,  to  leave  out  (he  word  “nine.”— 
(Mr.  John  O'Connor'). — Question  put,  That  the  word  “nine”  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Sub-section — The  Committee  divided: 


Ayes,  6. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuiie. 


Noes,  2. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  Sub-section  (3),  after  the  word  “ Saturdays,”  to  add 
the  words  “Except  in  the  cities  of  Dublin,  Cork,  Limerick,  Waterford,  and  Belfast, 
where  the  hour  should  be  ten  o’clock” — (Mr.  John  O'  Connor ). 

Question  put,  That  those  words  be  there  added.” — The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  2. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Noes,  6. 

Mr.  Big-gar. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Question,  “ That  this  Report,  as  amended,  be  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  the  House,” 
— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered , To  Report,  together  with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  and  Appendix. 


The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  consolidated  Bill. 

Clause  1,  postponed. 

Clause  2. — Amendment  proposed,  in  line  14,  after  the  word  “ premises  ” to  insert  the 
word  “ licensed  ” — (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell). 

Question  put.  That  the  word  “ licensed  ” be  there  inserted. — The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  4. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  AT.  Russell. 


Noes,  4. 

Mi\  AVilliam  Johnston. 
Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Whereupon  the  Chairman  declared  himself  with  the  Noes. 

Another  Amendment  proposed,  inline  14,  after  the  word  “Act”  to  insert  the  words 
“ (in  regard  to  penalties  and  otherwise)” — (Mr.  Chairman A. 

Question,  “ That  those  words  be  there  inserted  ” — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  14,  after  the  word  “ otherwise,”  to  insert  the 
words,  “ save  as  hereinafter  provided  (Mr.  Biggar).— Question  nut,  “ That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.” — The  Committee  divided: 


Ayes,  5. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  AVilliam  Johnston. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 


Whereupon  the  Chairman  declared  himself  with  the  Noes. 


Another  Amendment  proposed,  in  line  21,  after  the  word  « Saturdays  ” to  add  the 
word  “ Where  any  business,  other  than  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  is  carried  on  in 
the  licensed  premises  the  whole  of  such  premises  shall  be  closed  at  the  hour  aforesaid 
unless  the  portion  of  the  same  in  which  such  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  carried  on  is’ 
structurally  separated  from  the  remainder  of  the  building  (Mr.  Chairman) 


Question,  That  those  words  be  there  added,— put,  and  agreed  to. 


Question 
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Question  put,  “ That  Clause  2,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill.” — The  Committee 
divided  : 


Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  3. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Clause  3. — Amendment  proposed,  in  line  9,  to  leaveoutthe  word  “ six  ” — (Mr.  Tuite).  — 
Question  put,  That  the  word  “ six  ” stand  part  of  the  Clause. — The  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes,  6. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 


Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Agg- Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Clauses  3 and  4,  agreed  to. 


Postponed  Clause  1. — Amendment  proposed,  in  line  3,  after  the  word  “ Enacts,”  to  add 
the  words  “ and  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  in  regard  to  closingon  the  whole  of 
Sundays,  are  hereby  extended  to  the  Metropolitan  Police  District  of  Dublin  Metropolis 
and  to  the  cities  of  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  and  to  the  town  of  Belfast” — 
(Mr.  Biggar). — Question  put,  “ That  those  words  be  there  added.” — The  Committee 
divided : 


Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  4. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Question  put,  “That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill.”— The  Committee 
divided : 


Ayes,  7. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Noes,  4. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 
Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 


Question,  That  this  Bill,  as  amended,  be  reported  to  the  House,— put,  and  agreed  to. 
Ordered,  To  Report. 
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EXPENSES  OF  WITNESSES. 


NAME 

Number 

Allowance 

! . Expenses 

Profession 

daring 

of 

Expenses 

From  whence 

Days  Absent 

Absence 

Journey  tc 

' from 

WITNESS. 

Condition. 

Orders 

to 

of  Committee 

- Hom'- 

and  Back. 

Witnesses. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Andrew  Reed 

Inspector  General,  r.i.c 

Dublin 

4 

4 4- 

5 5 6 

9 9 6 

David  Barrel 

Commissioner  of  Metro- 

Dublin 

10 

10  11  - 

21  1 - 

politan  Police. 

Charles  J.  O’Donel 

Chief  Magistrate,  Me- 

Dublin  - - - 

6 

11  11  6 

polilan  Police. 

Charles  E.  A.  Cameron 

Town  Inspector,  r.i.c. 

Belfast 

11 

11  11  - 

5 10  - 

17  1 - 

Sir  James  Horner  Haslett  - 

Mayor  - 

Belfast  - 

5 

5 5 - 

5 10  - 

10  15  - 

William  Davies  - 

District  Inspector,  r.i.c. 

Belfast  - - _ 

9 

9 9- 

5 10  - 

14  19  - 

E.  F.  Hickson 

District  Inspector,  r.i.c. 

Sligo  - - - 

5 

5 5 - 

8 9- 

13  14  - 

P.  A.  M'Hugh  - 

Mayor  - 

Sligo  - 

8 

8 8 - 

7 19  - 

16  7 - 

John  J.  Gardiner 

Resident  Magistrate  - 

Cork  - 

9 

9 9 - 

C 1 - 

15  10  - 

John  O’Brien 

Mayor  ... 

Cork  - - - 

5 

5 5.  - 

6 1 - 

11  6 - 

E.  G.  Ball  - 

District  Inspector,  r.i.c. 

Waterford  - 

5 

5 5- 

4 6 - 

9 11  - 

Thomas  Toole  - 

Mayor  - 

Waterford  - 

5 

5 5 - 

4 6 - 

9 11  - 

J.  M.  G.  Foley  ... 

District  Inspector,  r.i.c. 

Londonderry 

6 

0 0 - 

6 10  - 

12  16  - 

William  Miller  - 

Mayor  and  Physician  - 

Londonderry 

6 

18  18  - 

6 10  - 

25  8 - 

3.  B.  Hamilton  - 

District  Inspector,  r.i.c. 

Clonmel  - 

5 

5 5 - 

6 1 - 

11  6 - 

Edward  Murphy  - 

Mayor  - - . j 

Clonmei  - 

5 

5 5 - 

6 1 - 

11  6 - 

J.  R.  B.  Jennings 

| District  Inspector,  r.i.c. 

Limerick  - 

5 

5 5 - 

6 10  - 

11  15  - 

J.  B.  Irwin  .... 

Resident  Magistrate  - 

Limerick  - 

5 

5 5 - 

6 10  - 

11  15  - 

Frederick  R.  Falkiner  - 

Recorder  - 

Dublin  - 

4 

4 4 - 

5 5 - 

9 9 - 

Ileffernan  Considine 

Resident  Magistrate  - 

Kilkenny  - 

5 

5 5 - 

6 1 - 

11  6 - 

Patrick  M.  Egan 

Mayor 

Kilkenny  - 

5 

5 5 - 

C 1 - 

Rev.  Dr.  Tynan  - - 

Parish  Priest 

Dublin  . . 

Sunday  duty, 

fl  J : 

}5  5 - 

11  11  - 

Henry  Wigham  - 

Merchant  - 

Dublin  - • - 

8 

8 8 - 

5 5 - 

13  13  - 

Canon  Sheehan  - 

Parish  Priest 

Cork  ...  - 

K 

6 1 - 

J.  P.  Nancetti  ... 

President  of  the  Trades 

Dublin  - - 

13  - - 

12  9 - 

Dr.  Byrne  .... 

Council. 

1 

Physician  - 

Dublin  - 

12  12  - 

5 f» 

17  17  - 

Eugene  Crean  - - 

President  of  the  Trades 

Cork  - 

IQ  O 

Dr.  Nicholas  Whyte  - 

City  Coroner  and  Phy- 

Dublin 

3 

9 9 - 

5 6 - 

14  14  - 

Samuel  Munro  - 

President  of  the  Trades 

Belfast 

4 

5 10  - 

9 14  - 

Very  Rev.  P.  Convery  - 

Parish  Priest 

Belfast 

4 

0 11 

Rev.  Robert  Power 

Parish  Priest 

Carrick-on-Suir  - 
Youghal  - 

Allowed  for 
Sunday  duty, 

hi-- 

j-6  11  - 

11  16  - 

Dr.  Charles  Ronayne  - 

Physician  - 

5 1 

15  15  - 

6 5 - 

22 

William  Spillane ... 

Justice  of  the  Peace  - 

Limerick  - 

4 

4 4 - 

6 10  - 

10  14  - 

Patrick  Troy  ... 

Master  Stone  Carver  - 

Dublin  ... 

3 

3 3 - 

5 5 - 

8 8 - 

John  R.  Ward  - 

Ex-Superintendent  of 
Merchant  - - - 

Dublin 

3 

3 3 - 

5 5 - 

8 8 - 

Charles  Dawson  - 

Dublin  - - . j 

3 

3 3 - 

5 5 - 

8 8 - 

Total 

■ - 2 

46  12  - S 

114  11  - A 

,61  3 - 
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LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 


Monday,  9 th  April  1888. 

Mr.  Andrew  Reed  - 

Thursday,  12 th  April  1888. 

Mr.  David  Harrel  - 


Monday,  16th  April  1888. 
Mr.  David  Harrel  - 
Mr.  Charles  J oseph  O’Donel 

Thursday,  19 th  April  1888. 

Mr.  Charles  Ewen  Allen  Cameron 
Sir  James  Horner  Haslett 
Mr.  Thomas  Corless  - 

Monday,  23rd  April  1888. 
Mr.  William  Davis  - 
Mr.  Patrick  Flanagan  - 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  Hickson  - 

Thursday,  26th  April  1888. 
Mr.  Patrick  A.  M'Hugh  - 
Mr.  John  Charles  Gardiner 

Monday,  30th  April  1888. 
Mr.  Alderman  John  O’Brien 
Mx-.  John  Charles  Gardiner 


PAGE 

1 


Monday,  14  th  May  1888. 
Mr.  Ignatius  R.  B.  Jennings 
Mr.  Joseph  Burke  Irwin  - 


- 19 


- 39 

- 49 


- 60 
- 80 
- 86 


Thursday,  \7th  May  1888. 

Mr.  Frederick  Richard  Falkiner 
Mr.  H.  F.  Considine  - 

Mr.  Patrick  M.  Egan  _ 

Monday,  4th  June  1888. 

Rev.  Patrick  Joseph  Tynan,  d.d. 

Mr.  Henry  Wigham  - 


Thursday,  7th  June  1888. 
Mr.  Henry  Wigham  - 
Rev.  Canon  Sheehan  - 


- 102 
- 103 


- Ill 

- 130 


- 134 

- 154 


Monday,  11th  June  1888. 

Mr.  Joseph  T.  Nannetti  - 
Mr.  Francis  A.  O’Keeffe,  m.p.  - 
Mr.  John  A.  Byrne,  m.d.  - 

Thursday,  14  th  June  1888. 
Mr.  Eugene  Crean  - 
Mr.  Nicholas  C.  Whyte,  m.d.,  m.r.c.s.e. 
Mr.  Samuel  Monro  - - 


Thursday,  3rd  May  1888. 

Mr.  Robert  Charles  Bull  - 
Mr.  Thomas  Toole  - 


Monday,  7th  May  1888. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Galwey  Foley  - 
Sir  William  Miller  - 
Mr.  Sackville  Hamilton  - 

Thursday,  10 th  May  1888. 

Mr.  Edward  Murphy  - 


- 160 
- 171 


- 181 

- 193 

- 198 


- 205 


Monday,  18th  June  1888. 

Rev.  Patrick  Converey  - 

Mr.  John  J.  White  - 

Rev.  Robert  Power,  p.p.  - - _ 

Dr.  Charles  Ronayne  - 

Mr.  William  Spillane  - 


Thursday,  21st  June  1888. 
Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  m.p.  - 
Mr.  Charles  Dawson  - 
Mr.  Patrick  Troy  - 
Mr.  John  Robert  Ward  - 


page 


- 221 
- 233 


- 239 

- 251 

- 257 


- 262 
- 276 


- 283 

- 296 


••  310 

- 328 

- 334 


- 342 

- 353 

- 364 


- 375 

- 387 

- 387 

- 395 

- 403 


- 410 

- 424 

- 436 

- 442 
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MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE, 


Monday,  9th  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 


Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Andrew  Reed,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

Chairman.  Chairman — continued. 


1.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  ? — I am  Inspector  General  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary. 

2.  You  are  also  a bai-rister,  I believe  ? — I am. 

3.  You  have  devoted,  have  you  not,  a good 
deal  of  attention  to  the  Irish  Licensing  Law? — 
I did  some  years  ago. 

4 . And  you  have  written  a book  upon  it  ? — 
Yes,  I have. 

5.  You  were  examined,  in  the  year  1877,  be- 
fore the  Committee  which  sat  on  the  Sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors  Bill  ? — Yes. 

6.  On  that  occasion  you  gave  a great  deal  of 
evidence  about  the  Licensing  Law  in  Ireland.  I 
do  not  propose  to  take  you  over  the  same  ground, 
but  will  you  state  shortly  the  classes  of  licenses 
which  are  now  issued  in  Ireland  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquor,  commencing  with  the  whole- 
sale Beer  Act? — I presume  the  licenses  with 
which  the  police  have  to  deal  ? There  are  several 
other  licenses  in  Ireland.  There  is  first  the  pub- 
lic-house license  which  is  the  principal  license, 
and  there  is  the  wholesale  beer  dealers’  license. 

7.  That  extends  to  not  less  than  4g  gallons,  or 
not  less  than  two  dozen  reputed  quart  bottles ; 
that  is  the  limit,  is  it  not? — Yes,  of  sale. 

8.  Are  there  any  hours  regulating  the  sale 
under  that  license  ? — No,  there  are  not. 

9.  There  is  also,  is  there  not,  a theatre  license? 
— Yes,  there  is  the  theatre  license. 

10.  I believe  there  are  comparatively  very  few 
•of  those? — Yes  ; there  are  very  few  of  those. 

11.  But  those  houses  must  be  closed  within  a 
certain  defined  time  ?— Yes  ; 30  minutes  before 
and  30  minutes  after  the  performance.  Then  as 
regards  the  public-house  license,  there  are  four 
classes  of  public-house  licenses. 

12.  With  regard  to  the  different  classes  of 
ublic-house  license,  it  may  be  either  a beer  or  a 
eer  and  spirit  license  ? — Yes  : beer  is  the  foun- 

0.67. 


dation  of  the  license.  There  must  be  a license 
for  sale  of  beer  and  then  there  may  be  added  any 
other  intoxicating  liquor  on  which  license  duty  is 
paid. 

13.  The  publican’s  license  is  for  consumption 
on  the  premises,  is  it  not  ? — Either  for  consump- 
tion on  or  off  the  premises. 

14.  Is  that  the  only  license  that  authorises 
the  consumption  on  the  premises? — No;  there 
is  also  the  refreshment-house  wine  license. 

15.  I think  you  were  going  to  state  that  there 
were  four  classes  of  publicans’  licenses ; will  you 
explain  those  to  the  Committee  ? — There  is  the 
ordinary  seven-day  license,  the  old  license,  and 
then  there  is  the  six-day  license,  under  the  Act 
of  1872,  and  there  is  the  seven  day  early  closing 
license,  and  the  six-dav  early  closing  license. 

16.  Are  you  able  to  state  the  total  number  of 
publicans’  licenses  for  the  entire  of  Ireland  ? — I 
am ; I have  had  a return  prepared  and  will 
furnish  it  to  the  Committee  ( delivering  in  the 
same).  From  that  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
number  of  licenses  is  17,082.  That  return  is 
made  up  to  the  1st  of  March  1888. 

17.  Can  you  tell  us  the  number  when  you 
were  examined  10  years  ago,  in  1877? — Yes;  at 
that  time  the  total  number  in  Ireland  was  16,654. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

18.  Is  that  for  the  entire  of  Ireland  ? — Yes, 
for  the  entire  of  Ireland,  including  all  the  ex- 
empted towns. 

Chairman. 

19.  Are  you  in  a position,  at  present,  or 
would  you  require  some  time,  to  give  us  the 
number  for  Ireland,  exclusive  of  the  exempted 
towns  ? — I can  give  it  on  the  next  day  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Committee. 

20.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  of  those  licenses 

A faU 
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9 April  1888.1  Mr.  Reed.  £ Continued. 


Chairman — continued. 

fall  within  each  of  the  four  subdivisions  ; for 
instance,  how  many  are  there  of  the  ordinary 
seven-day  licenses? — There  are  13,481  seven- 
day  licenses. 

21.  How  many  six  - day  licenses? — ’Two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

22.  How  many  seven-day  early  closing  licenses 
are  there? — Ninety-four;  and  the  number  of  six- 
day  early  closing  licenses  is  858. 

Mr.  T.  tV.  Russell. 

23.  In  speaking  of  the  early  closing  licenses, 
I presume  you  refer  not  to  the  early  closing  on 
Sunday  but  to  the  early  closing  on  week  days? — 
Yes,  the  holders  close  an  hour  earlier  on  week 
days. 

Chairman. 

24.  Is  there  any  such  distinction  in  Ireland  as 
exists  in  Scotland  between  an  ordinary  publican’s 
license  and  an  hotel-keeper’s  license  ? — No,  in 
Ireland  there  is  no  distinction.  I have  here  a 
return  which  you  did  not  ask  me  for,  giving  the 
number  of  publican’s  licenses  and  the  number  of 
spirit  grocers’  licenses. 

25.  The  next  in  order  is  the  license  known  as 
the  spirit  grocers’  license  ; will  you  explain  to 
the  Committee  shortly  what  class  of  sales  that 
license  authorises  ? — The  grocers’  license  is 
granted  to  traders  selling  tea,  cocoa  nuts,  choco- 
late, or  pepper,  for  the  sale  of  spirits  in  any 
quantity  less  than  two  quarts  at  one  time  for 
consumption  off  the  premises. 

26.  What  is  the  entire  number  for  Ireland  ? — 
1 find  that  it  is  536  in  1887  for  the  entire  of  Ire- 
land. 

27-  When  you  are  making  up  your  additional 
return  will  you  exclude  the  exempted  places? — 
I have  a return  here  which  gives  the  number 
including  the  exempted  towns  for  both  publicans 
and  spirit  grocers.  The  second  return  gives  you 
that.  I have  two  returns. 

28.  What  is  the  number  of  spirit  grocers’ 
licenses  in  the  exempted  towns  ? — The  number  of 
spirit  grocers’  licenses  for  the  Dublin  metropo- 
litan district  is  247  ; for  the  town  of  Belfast  it  is 
154 ; for  the  city  of  Cork,  3,  and  there  are  none 
in  Limerick  or  Waterford. 

29.  Substantially,  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
spirit  grocers’  licenses  exist  in  the  exempted 
towns  ; in  fact  I may  say  404  out  of  536  ? — Yes, 
that  is  so. 

30.  What  are  the  regulations  as  to  the  time  of 
closing  in  relation  to  the  spirit  grocers’  license  ? 
— The  same  as  the  public-nouse  license. 

31.  The  total  number  for  Ireland  is  16,654; 
can  you  “ive  us  for  the  exempted  districts  the 
number  in  each  town  ? — The  number  of  public- 
house  licenses  at  present  in  the  whole  of  Ireland 
is  17,082  ; in  the  Dublin  metropolitan  district, 
943 ; in  the  town  of  Belfast,  676  ; in  the  city  of 
Cork,  530  ; in  the  city  of  Limerick,  315;  and  in 
the  city  of  Waterford,  216. 

32.  Now  we  may  pass  to  the  beer  retailers’ 
license ; will  you  tell  the  Committee  what  class 
of  sales  are  authorised  under  that  license  ? — The 
beer  retailers’  license  authorises  the  sale  of  beer, 
which  includes  ale  and  porter,  in  any  quantity 
less  than  4£  gallons,  or  than  two  dozen  reputed 
quart  bottles  at  one  time,  and  not  to  be  consumed 
on  the  premises, 
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33.  In  fact  then  the  limit  of  the  beer  retailer 
is  the  same  as  the  limit  at  the  other  end  ? — Yes, 
the  limits  are  coterminous. 

34.  How  many  licenses  of  that  class  are  there 
in  the  entire  of  Ireland  ? — On  the  23rd  of  De- 
cember 1887  there  were  144  beer  retailers’ 
licenses.  I may  mention  that  I could  not  pre- 
pare a return  giving  the  total  number.  I was 
not  in  fact  asked  to  prepare  a return  of  the  total 
number  of  beer  retailers  in  Ireland,  but  I asked 
for  it  from  the  excise  and  they  gave  me  a return 
giving  me  the  number  144,  but  I assume  that 
that  144  are  beer  retailers’  licenses  only,  and  not 
spirit  grocers’  license. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

35.  It  would  not  include  spirit  grocers  who 
have  also  a beer  retailers’  license  ? — No,  certainly 
not.  This,  as  I say,  is  an  excise  return  which  I 
got  for  the  information  of  the  Committee. 

36.  A spirit  grocer,  if  he  sells  beer,  must  have 
a beer  retailer’s  license? — Yes,  a person  may 
hold  two  licenses. 

Chairman. 

37.  The  536  spirit  grocers  will  include  the 
spirit  grocers  who  have  also  beer  retailers’ 
licenses ; and  the  144  beer  retailers’  licenses  may 
include  some  publicans  who  have  spirit  grocers’ 
licenses  ? — I assume  so. 

38.  Will  you  tell  us  how  many  of  those  144- 
are  in  the  exempted  towns? — That  is  the  only 
return  which  I have,  and  which  is  prepared  by 
the  constabulary.  It  sets  forth  the  number  of 
beer  retailers’  licenses  which  include  spirit  gro- 
cers. 

_ 39.  Have  you  not  at  the  present  time  a return 
dividing  the  144  beer  retailers,  showing  who 
are  the  retailers  only  ?— No,  I have  not.  I got 
the  constabulary  to  prepare  the  two  returns  you 
asked  for;  and  I asked  the  excise  for  this 
return  for  my  own  information,  and  it  is  a 
separate  return  altogether. 

40.  Would  you  be  able  to  procure  and  send 
us  that  return  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

41.  In  giving  your  opinion,  you  would  say  that 
probably  they  would  be  nearly  all  in  the  city  of 
Dublin?— Yes. 

Chairman. 

42.  Is  there  anything  further  that  occurs  to 
you  to  say  in  connection  with  the  beer  retailers’ 
license  ?• — No. 

43.  There  is  also  the  refreshment-house  wine 
license  ; will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the 
nature  of  that  license  ? — The  refreshment-house 
wine  license  is  a license  for  the  sale  of  foreign  and 
home-made  wines  in  unlimited  quantity  for  con- 
sumption on  or  off  the  premises,  which  may  be 
taken  out  by  a person  licensed  to  keep  a refresh- 
ment-house. 

44.  What  is  the  number  of  licenses  of  that 
kind  ? — The  number  of  refreshment-house  wine 
licenses  for  the  whole  of  Ireland  is  37. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

45.  Can  they  sell  nothing  but  wines  ? — 
Nothing  but  wines  on  the  premises. 
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46.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  of  those  37  are 
in  exempted  districts  ?— In  the  Dublin  metro- 
politan district  there  are  25;  in  the  town  of 
Belfast  there  is  one ; and  there  are  none  in  Cork 
or  the  other  towns. 

47.  What  regulations  exist  about  the  hours  of 
sale  in  those  cases  ? — The  hours  are  the  same. 

48.  Does  that  apply  to  beer  retailers  also  ? — 

It  doeSi 

49.  That  license  differs  from  the  other,  does  it 
not,  with  regard  to  the  magistrate’s  certificate  ? 
— Yes,  that  license  cannot  be  granted  until  after 
notice  has  been  served  upon  the  clerk  of  petty 
sessions,  when,  if  the  magistrates  do  not  object 
within  30  days  after  the  service  of  such  notice, 
the  license  is  granted. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

50.  Does  the  six-day  license  apply  to  any  other 
except  the  publican’s  license  ?-  No. 

Chairman. 

51.  The  division  between  the  six-day  license 
and  the  seven-day  license  applies  to  the  pub- 
lican’s license  only? — Solely. 

52.  Is  there  any  other  class  of  license  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Ireland  ? — There 
are  several ; the  spirit  dealers’  license,  the  wine 
dealers'  foreign  . wine  license,  the  shopkeepers’ 
retail  foreign  wine  license,  the  spirit  dealers’ 
retail  foreign  liqueur  license,  and  the  sweets’  retail 
license. 

53.  Will  you  state  shortly,  before  passing  to 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  of  1878,  what  were° the 
then  existing  statutory  regulations  with  regard 
to  the  time  of  the  closing  of  public-houses  on 
week  days ; between  what  hours  might  they  be 
kept  open?— On  Sunday,  Christmas' Day,  Good 
Friday,  or  on  any  day  appointed  for  a public  Fast 
or  Thanksgiving,  in  cities  and  towns  where  the 
population  was  over  5,000,  such  premises  were 
required  to  be  closed,  except  between  2 p.m. 
and  9 pm. 

54.  That  is  under  the  Act  of  1872  ? — Yes, 
and  in  all  other  places  except  between  the  hours 
of  2 p.m.  and  7 p.m.  On  other  days  in  cities 
and  towns  where  the  population  was  over  5,000, 
such  premises  were  to  be  closed  except  between 
7 a.m.  and  11  p.m.,  and  in  all  other  places  except 
between  7 a.m.  and  10  p.m.,  which  are  the  present 
hours  for  week  days. 

55.  What  is  the  existing  law  prevailing  now 
outside  the  five  exempted  towns?— The  law 
was  altered  by  the  Sale  of  Liquors  on  Sunday 
Act,  1878,  in  this  way,  that  outside  the  five 
exempted  towns  the  public-houses  should  be 
closed  on  Sunday  the  whole  day ; and  in  the  five 
exempted  towns  they  were  allowed  to  be  open 
between  2 p.m.  and  7 p.m.  That  is  the  present 
law.  I have  already  giyen  the  hours  on  Christmas 
Days,  G-ood  Fridays,  and  days  of  public  Fast 
and.  Thanksgiving,  which  were  not  altered. 
Omitting  Sunday,  on  other  days  it  is  just  as  I 
have  already  stated,  the  hours  of  closing  have  not 
been  altered,  but  are  still  regulated  by  the  Act 
of  1872. 

56.  W ill  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  nature 
of  the  exemptions  contained  in  the  Act  of  1874, 
with  reference  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in 
favour  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  ?— The  exemp- 
tions under  the  Act  of  1872, Section  78,  are  bond 

0.67. 
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fide  travellers,  persons  lodging  in  the  publican’s 
house,  and  railway  travellers.  The  words  of  the 
section  are,  “ None  of  the  provisions  contained  in 
this  section  shall  preclude  a person  licensed  to  sell 
any  intoxicating  liquor  to  be  consumed  on  the 
premises  from  selling  such  liquor  to  bond  fide  tra- 
vellers ortopersons  lodging  in  his  house.  Nothin^ 
in  this  section  contained  shall  preclude  the  sale  at 
any  time  at  a railway  station  of  intoxicating  liquors 
to  persons  arriving  at  or  departing  from  such 
station  by  railroad.”  In  section  28  of  the  Act 
of  1874  there  is  a definition  given  of  bond  fide 
traveller.  “ A person  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Act  and  the  principal  Act  ” (the  principal  Act  is 
the  Act  of  1872)  “shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a 
bond  fide  traveller  unless  the  place  where  he 
lodged  during,  the  preceding  night  is  at  least 
three  miles  distant  from  the  place  where  he 
demands  to  be  supplied  with  liquor,  such  distance 
to  be  calculated  by  the  nearest  public  thorough- 
fare.” 

57 . Is  that,  according  to  the  existing  law,  the 
definition  of  a bona  fide  traveller  ? — Yes,  and 
imported  into  the  Act  of  1878. 

58.  W ill  you  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Committee,  the  number  of  exemptions  from  the 
licensing  law  . in  Ireland?— If  you  will  allow 
me,  I will  give  the  exemptions  under  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act.  In  the  3rd  section  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  1878,  it  says  : “ Noth- 
ing in  this  Act  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to 
sales  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  lodgers,  or  to  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in  packet  boats,  or 
in  canteens  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  regulating 
the  same,  or  shall  preclude  the  sale  at  any  time 
at  a railway  station  of  intoxicating  liquors  on 
arrival  or  departure  of  trains,  or  to  bond  fide 
travellers  as  described  in  the  Licensing  Act  of 
1874.”  These  are  the  present  exemptions. 

59.  Have  you  prepared  a return  as  to  the 
number  of  arrests  on  Sundays  for  drunkenness, 
or  drunkenness  combined  with  other  offences, 
for  the  entire  of  Ireland,  with  the  exception  of 
the  exempted  towns? — I have  not  the  return 
ready  yet.  I received  it  and  looked  over  it  care- 
fully, and  I found,  as  I thought,  some  little  errata 
and  I returned  it  for  correction ; and  I hope  to 
have  it  on  Wednesday. 

60.  That  will  apply  to  the  entire  of  Ireland 
with  the  exception  of  the  exempted  towns? — 
Yes,  according  to  the  instructions,  for  five  years 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  five  years 
after. 

61.  Could  you  prepare  a return,  in  a similar 
form,  for  each  day  in  the  week  for  the  same 
period  ? — Yes,  I will  endeavour  to  do  so. 

62.  Is  there  any  other  return  which  you  are 
prepared  to  hand  in  at  present? — There  is  a 
return,  which  I have  prepared  which  might  be 
interesting  to  the  Committee.  It  is  an  account 
showing  the  consumption  of  home-made  spirits, 
the  amount  per  head  consumed  of  the  population 
of  Ireland  in  the  three  years  ending  1885,  1886, 
and  1887,  which  I obtained  from  the  excise. 

63.  Have  you  figures  before  1878  ? — As  I 
say,  this  has  been  prepared  by  the  excise,  and  I 
presume  they  would  be  able  to  supply  that. 

64.  Could  you  have  it  made  up  for  the  three 
years  before  1878,  and  the  three  years  before  the 

A ^ present 
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present  year? — Yes;  possibly  it  might  be  made 
exhaustive,  so  as  to  include  all  intoxicating 
excisable  liquors. 

65.  I presume  you  have  watched  carefully  the 
working  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  of  1 878,  both 
in  that  portion  of  Ireland  to  which  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  applies  and  in  the  exempted  towns  ? 
— I have  given  as  much  attention  to  it  as  I 
could,  consistently  with  my  other  duties.  When 
I received  notice  to  attend  here  I consulted  all 
the  heads  of  the  constabulary  in  the  various 
counties  of  Ireland,  and  obtained  their  opinion 
about  the  working  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

66.  Will  you  commence  first  with  the  portion 
of  Ireland  to  which  the  Act  applies,  and  state  to 
the  Committee  the  result  of  your  observation 
and  inquiry  as  to  the  working  of  the  Act? — The 
working  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  as  reported 
by  the  constabulary,  is  satisfactory.  I have 
received  reports  from  all  the  county  inspectors 
and  that  is  the  result  of  them. 

67.  When  you  say  that  the  working  is  satis- 
factory, what  do  you  mean  by  that  exactly? — I 
mean  that  the  operation  of  the  Act  has  produced 
good  order  and  regularity  on  Sunday,  and  that 
the  people  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  it.  Of  course 
there  may  be  some,  and  there  are  some  defects, 
no  doubt,  but,  generally  speaking,  the  working  of 
the  Act  has  been  satisfactory.  The  bona  Me 
traveller  provision  is  the  principal  defect. 

68.  Before  we  go  to  the  defects,  I observe  in 
going  through  the  evidence  which  was  taken  in 
1877,  that  there  were  various  contingencies 
which  were  contemplated  by  those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sundays,  and  I should  like  to  know  whether  those 
contingencies  have  actually  occun-ed.  I have 
taken  it  from  the  evidence,  and  I will  take  you 
through  them.  There  were  several  witnesses  who 
apprehended  that  if  public-houses  were  compul- 
sorily closed  in  the  large  towns  on  Sundays,  riot 
would  occur ; what  has  been  the  actual  experi- 
ence in  relation  to  that  anticipation  ? — The  closing 
of  public-houses  certainly  has  caused  no  riot 
or  other  disturbance. 

69.  Was  the  closing,  under  the  Act  of  1878, 
in  the  larger  towns  to  which  it  applied,  effected 
without  any  disturbance  of  the  peace? — It 
was. 

70.  There  was  another  apprehension  then 
entertained  by  several  of  the  witnesses,  that  the 
compulsory  closing  on  Sunday  would  lead  to  the 
illicit  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  a consider- 
able scale ; would  you  kindly  apply  yourself  to 
that  subject  and  tell  the  Committee  what  has  been 
the  experience  of  the  police  in  relation  to  that  ? 
— There  is  no  doubt  that  when  the  houses  were 
closed  upon  Sunday  there  was  of  necessity  some 
extra  illicit  sale,  but  not  at  all  to  the  extent  that 
was  expected  by  some  people,  and  not  more  than 
the  police  could  grapple  with.  There  will  be 
always  shebeen  houses  to  the  end  of  time,  so 
long  as  there  is  a duty  upon  intoxicating  liquor 
and  there  is  a license  duty  upon  the  sale  of  it. 

71.  Your  opinion  is  that  there  will  always  be 
an  illicit  sale,  but  that  that  illicit  sale  has  not 
been  increased  by  the  Act  to  a greater  extent 
than  the  police  are  able  to  grapple  with  ? — Cer- 
tainly. 

72.  Are  there  any  figures  which  you  have, 
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or  could  procure,  showing  the  extent  to  which 
illicit  sales  have  increased  since  the  Act  of  1878, 
if  they  have  increased? — I might  obtain  a 
general. return  of  convictions  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  if  you  think  that  of  any  use.  At  the 
same  time,  if  I were  to  give  my  own  opinion,  I 
really  do  not  think  that  it  is  very  important. 

73.  Could  you  prepare  an  annual  return  of 
convictions  for  illicit  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
for  the  five  years  before,  and  the  five  years  after 
the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act? — Yes,  I 
will  have  it  prepared. 

74.  The  return  that  we  have  suggested  now 
would  be  a bulk  return;  are  there  any  means  of 
distinguishing  the  convictions  for  sales  on 
Sundays  from  the  convictions  for  sales  on  week- 
days ? — That  could  be  done,  but  I think  this 
would  give  you  sufficient  information. 

75.  Is  it  possible  to  distinguish  the  convic- 
tions for  illicit  sale  on  Sundays  from  those  of  the 
rest  of  the  week? — I think  it  would  be  quite 
possible  to  prepare  an  annual  return  of  convic- 
tions for  illicit  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  the 
Sunday,  and  on  the  other  days,  for  the  five  years 
ending  the  31st  of  January  1878,  coming  up  to 
the  present  time ; on  the  1st  of  January  in  each 
year. 

76.  I see  that  some  ot  the  witnesses  in  1877  ap- 
prehended the  demoralisation  of  respectable  traders 
and  the  conversion  of  some  of  them  into  illicit 
dealers  in  intoxicating  liquors  ; are  you  able  to 
state  from  your  own  knowledge  whether  that 
anticipation  has  or  has  not  been  fulfilled? — I 
consider  that  it  has  not. 

77.  You  do  not  think  that  those  who  were 
before  respectable  traders  have  since  the  passing 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  developed  to  any 
considerable  extent  into  illicit  dealers  ? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

78.  It  was  also  apprehended  by  some  that  in 
the  large  towns  such  as  Derry,  bogus  clubs  might 
be  started  nominally  for  some  legitimate  purpose, 
but  really  and  substantially  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquor  to  members  on  a Sunday ; 
have  you  any  information  upon  that  subject? — I 
have  not,  but  there  will  be  officers  from  each  of 
those  towns  who  will  speak  from  their  own 
knowledge ; from  my  own  general  knowledge  I 
have  not  any  evidence  to  give. 

79.  There  was  a good  deal  of  evidence  as  to 
an  apprehended  increase  of  home  drinking  to 
excess  on  Sunday  with  the  consequent  demorali- 
sation of  the  women  and  children  of  the  family 
of  the  persons  so  drinking  ; have  you  in  the  first 
instance  any  means  of  forming  an  estimate  as  to 
whether  that  anticipation  has  been  realised? — 
No,  I have  not  very  much  means  of  forming  an 
estimate,  because  I think  that  is  a question  which 
those  who  mix  with  the  lower  classes  and  visit 
them  in  their  houses  could  better  answer,  but  I 
have  no  reason  to  think  so,  so  far  as  the  con- 
stabulary can  ascertain,  in  the  case  of  the  rural 
districts ; at  the  same  time  I should  say  I do  not 
think  I should  be  an  authority  in  giving  such  an 
answer. 

80.  You  mentioned  a few  moments  ago  that 
although  you  were  of  opinion  that  the  Act  works 
satisfactorily  there  were  certain  defects  to  • which 
you  were  in  a position  to  point  attention  ; would 
you  mention  what  those  defects  are,  referring  to 

the 
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the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  amongst  others  ? — 
1 think  that  is  the  principal  defect. 

81.  In  what  particular  do  you  think  the  law  is 
now  defective  ? — At  present  there  is  che  greatest 
imposition  practised  by  persons  palming  them- 
selves off  as  bond  fide  travellers.  I consider  that 
it  would  be  advisable  to  extend  the  distance 
which  a bond  fide  traveller  should  travel  before 
he  could  claim  the  privilege  of  a traveller. 

82.  Do  I rightty  understand  you  to  say  that  you 
think  that  the  defect  would  be  cured  simply  by 
increasing  the  distance  from  three  miles  to  some 
other  distance,  or  by  requiring  some  evidence  of 
actual  travelling  ? — I think  the  only  practical  test 
that  you  can  apply  is  that  of  distance,  throwing 
upon  the  publican  who  entertains  him  the  onus 
of  proving  that  the  man  is  a bona  fide  traveller. 

83.  What  is  the  existing  law  as  to  the  onus  of 
proof? — The  27th  section  of  the  Act  of  1874 
states  ; “ If  during  any  period  during  which  any 
premises  are  required  under  the  provisions  of  the 
principal  Act  to  be  closed  any  person  is  found  on 
such  premises,  he  shall,  unless  he  satisfies  the 
Court  that  he  was  an.  inmate,  servant,  or  a lodger 
on  such  premises,  or  a bond  fide  traveller,  or  that 
otherwise  his  presence  on  such  premises  was  not 
in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  principal 
Act  with  respect  to  the  closing  of  licensed 
premises  and  premises  kept  by  a spirit  grocer,  be 
liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  40  s.” 

84.  The  purport  of  that  is  to  throw  the  burden 
of  proof  upon  the  publican  entertaining  him  ? — 
Yes. 

85.  Do  you  approve  of  that  portion  of  the 
Act? — I do,  and  1 think  it  is  quite  sufficient. 

86.  What  suggestion  would  you  make  as  to 
distance  ; you  say  three  miles  is  too  short,  as  I 
understand.  What  distance  would  you  suggest 
as  practicable  ? — I think  six  miles  should  be  the 
limit.  I may  mention,  just  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion, what  has  been  reported  to  me  with  regard 
to  the  way  in  which  persons  take  advantage  of 
the  law  at  present  who  really  ought  not  to  do  so. 
In  Dundrum,  which  is  a suburb  of  Dublin,  and 
close  to  Dublin,  it  is  the  practice  for  people  to  go 
out  in  the  morning,  when  the  public-houses  are 
closed  in  Dublin,  and  drink  there  during  the 
forenoon,  and  then  the  very  same  persons  return 
to  Dublin  and  have  their  dinner  probably,  and 
have  the  advantage  of  the  public-house  during 
the  open  hours  in  Dublin,  and  they  return  in  the 
evening  to  Dundrum  to  drink  again,  Dundrum 
is  within  four  miles  of  Dublin. 

87.  Do  you  mention  that  as  an  illustration  of  a 
largely  prevailing  practice  or  as  an  isolated  case,  or 
to  what  extent  do  you  believe  that  such  a practice 
as  that  which  you  mention  prevails  ? — I mention 
it  as  an  illustration ; i can  give  an  illustration  of 
a rural  district.  People  who  live  in  the  country 
come  into  the  neighbouring  towns  on  Sundays  for 
prayers,  going  to  mass  or  going  to  church,  and 
from  my  own  observations  where  the  distance  is 
just  three  miles  or  so,  when  they  leave  the 
place  of  worship,  some  of  them  repair  to  the  public- 
house  and  spend  a good  deal  of  time  drinking.  If 
the  distance  were  very  much  greater  it  would 
exclude  a very  large  number  of  persons,  because 
a place  of  worship,  as  a rule,  is  certainly  not 
distant  beyond  four  or  five  miles  to  most  persons, 
and  thus  a very  large  number  of  people  get  drink 
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on  Sunday  when  they  go  to  prayers,  living  as 
they  do  beyond  the  radius  of  three  miles. 

88.  Would  you  call  a man  going  to  a Sunday 
service,  no  matter  what  distance  he  went  from, 
a bond  fide  traveller  ? — I would  not. 

89.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  or  practicable 
to  require  any  evidence  as  to  the  bona  fides  of 
our  alleged  . traveller  consuming  intoxicating 
liquor  in  addition  to  the  inference  drawn  from 
the  fact  that  he  has  six  miles  distance  to  go  ? — 
The  old  law  required,  as  in  fact  the  present  one 
does,  that  the  magistrate  must  be  satisfied  upon 
that  point;  he  must  judge  for  himself  whether  a 
man  is  a bond  fide  traveller,  and  I think  that  the 
law  as  it  stands  is  quite  sufficient. 

90.  Do  you  think  it  practicable  to  lay  down 
any  specific  statutory  requirement  with  regard  to 
that  ? — I do  not  think  it  is  practicable. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

91.  Would  not  it  be  perfectly  easy  to  get  con- 
victions under  the  present  Act  against  those 
persons  who  were  drinking  after  church,  if  any- 
body would  take  the  trouble  to  prosecute  them  ? — 
That  depends  entirely  upon  the  view  which  the 
magistrate  would  take.  The  truth  is  that  if  they 
considered  they  were  not  bond  fide  travellers 
they  might  convict  them,  but  as  a rule  convic- 
tions could  not  be  obtained ; I do  not  think  that 
they  would  agree  with  public  opinion  in  the 
present  state  of  the  law  ; as  the  law  stands  the 
magistrates  could  convict  them,  no  doubt. 

92.  I thought  you  said  just  now  that  the  bur- 
den of  proof  remained  with  the  publican  ? — That- 
is  what  I say.  The  magistrate  would  decide  the 
question,  but  the  publican  would  say  that  “ the 
man  travelled  beyond  three  miles ; he  came  to 
me  and  he  required  refreshment  and  I gave  it  to 
him.” 

Chairman. 

93.  We  all  know  that  although  the  man  may 
have  come  more  than  three  miles,  if  the  magistrate 
was  convinced  that  he  was  not  a bond  fide  tra- 
veller but  came  three  miles  for  the  purpose  of 
drinking  he  would  not  be  a bona  fide  traveller, 
and  he  is  not  within  the  exception  ? — He  is  not. 
The  common  law  requires  more  than  distance. 
If  a man  travels  that  distance,  or  beyond  it, 
merely  for  the  object  of  drinking  intoxicating 
liquor,  the  law  does  not  regard  him  as  (a  bond 
fide  traveller ; otherwise,  the  object  of  his  journey 
may  be  either  business  or  pleasure. 

94.  I understand  you  to  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  under  the  law  as  applied  it  is  so  difficult  to 
go  into  the  question  of  the  bona  fides  of  the 
travellers  that  distance  is  taken  as  a rough  and 
ready  test? — Yes,  necessarily  so. 

95.  You  do  not  mean  to  imply  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  that  is  the  strict  legal  view  of  the 
case,  but  it  would  be  always  open  to  the  magis- 
trate if  a man  had  come  two,  three  or  four  miles, 
to  decide  whether  he  was  a bond  fide  traveller  or 
not? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

96.  Is  not  the  test  of  a bond  fide  traveller  so 
difficult  that  magistrates  simply  inquire  whether 
a man  has  travelled  three  miles  or  not? 
— It  has  practically  become  so.  The  distance 
being  laid  down  of  three  miles  if  a man  gave 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
a reasonable  excuse  for  drinking,  saying  that 
it  was  a cold  day,  or  that  he  was  delayed  at 
the  place,  the  magistrate  would  not  convict  such 
a man  where  he  travelled  beyond  the  distance,even 
though  he  might  not  be  considered  to  require 
refreshment.  L think  that  extending  the  distance 
would  certainly  relieve  the  magistrates  of  a good 
deal  of  difficulty,  because  it  would  exclude  a very 
large  number  of  persons  and  reduce  the  fraudulent 
bona  fide  travellers  to  a very  email  number. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

97.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  diffi- 
culty as  regards  public  opinion  with  reference  to 
any  of  those  cases  which  you  have  just  named  in 
increasing  the  distance  to  six  miles  ?— No,. I think 
not  in  Ireland,  because  really  the  feeling  of  the 
respectable  public  is  in  favour  of  sobriety  and 
temperance  on  a Sunday.  Both  the  Protestant 
and  Roman  Catholic  clergy  are  strongly  in  favour 
of  it. 

Mr.  McDonald. 

98.  On  other  days  as  well  as  Sunday,  I pre- 
sume ? — Yes,  every  day,  but  especially  on  Sun- 
day. The  clergy  have  done  their  best  to  improve 
the  morals  of  the  people  in  regard. to  temperance. 

Chairman. 

99.  Have  you  anything  else  to  say  upon  the 
subject  of  the  bona  fide  traveller  clause  ? — There 
is  a proviso  in  the  second  clause  of  the  Bill  with 
regard  to  that : “ Provided  always  that  no  person 
licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  shall 
sell  intoxicating  liquors  to  bona  fide  travellers  on 
Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  or  Good  Friday,  whose 
licensed  premises  do  not  contain  at  least  four 
apartments,  set  apart  exclusively  for  the  sleeping 
accommodation  of  travellers,  and  are  otherwise 
structurally  adapted  for  use  as  an  inn  or  an  hotel 
for  the  reception  of  guests  and  travellers,  and  are 
mainly  so  used.”  If  you  wish  it  I shall  make  an 
observation  with  regard  to  that.  1 think  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  proviso  is  a very  excellent  one,  and 
1 think  it  would  be  very  good,  even  outside  the 
Sunday  closing  question,  to  engraft  it  upon  the 
licensing  law  of  Ireland;  it  would  tend  to 
raise  the  character  of  hotels  in  Ireland.  A oreat 
improvement  might  be  made  in  the  hotel 
accommodation,  especially  in  the  wild  districts  of 
the  country  I travel  all  over  Ireland,  and  have 
a good  knowledge  of  the  hotels,  and  1 think  that 
if  the  licensing  law  was  assimilated  more  or  less 
to  the  Scotch  law  in  this  matter  it  would  be  a 
great  improvement.  In  the  Scotch  law  there  is 
a special  license  for  an  inn  and  hotel  ; and  I may 
observe  that  I think  the  definition  in  the  Scotch 
law  would  suit  Ireland  better  than  the  one  pro- 
posed in  the  Bill.  An  inn  and  hotel  is  defined 
in  Scotch  law  in  the  25  & 26  Yict.  c.  35  (which  is 
called  the  Forbes  Mackenzie  Act);  it  is  in 
Section  37  : “ The  expression  cinn  and  hotel’ 
shall,  in  towns  and  the  suburbs  thereof,  refer  to 
a house  containing  at  least  four  apartments  set 
apart  exclusively  for  the  sleeping  accommoda- 
tion of  travellers ; and  in  rural  districts  and 
populous  places  not  exceeding  1 ,000  inhabitants, 
according  to  the  census  last  before  taken,  to  a 
house  containing  at  least  two  such  apartments.” 
Under  the  Scotch  law  there  can  be  no  sale  during 
the  closing  hours  of  any  day  to  anyone  except  in 
an  inn  or  hotel,  and  the  arrangement  of  having 
the  two  apartments  in  the  less  populous  districts. 


Chairman — continued. 

under  1,000  population,  is  a better  one  than  the 
one  in  the  Bill,  for  this  reason,  I am  perfectly 
well  aware  that  there  are  very  respectable  houses, 
small  inns  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country*, 
where  the  proprietors  could  not  provide  more’ 
than  two  apartments,  and  it  would  be  very  hard 
indeed  upon,  those  traders;  in  fact  it  ‘would 
ruin  their  business ; that  would  be  the  result  if 
the  measure  was  made  law  as  contained  in  the 
proviso  of  the  second  clause  of  the  Bill,  hut  I 
certainly  think  the  principle  is  a good  one,’ and  it 
would  tend  to  raise  the  character  of  the  hotels 
in  Ireland,  and  serve  the  country  in  general. 
I.  he  scotch  hotels,  as  is  well  known,  are  remark- 
ably good.  A great  many  of  the  Irish  hotels 
are  good  too,  but  there  would  be  a great  dif- 
ficulty if  the  character  of  the  hotels  was  raised  in 
this  way  by  requiring  that  they  should  contain 
accommodation  of  four  bedrooms ; and  further 
this  clause  alone  as  it  stands  would  be  of  no 
use  whatever  if  you  do  not  add  to  it  that  at  the 
renewal  sessions,  when  certificates  of  renewal  are 
granted,  in  addition  to  the  character  of  the 
applicant  for  the  previous  year,  and  that  his 
house  was  well  conducted  ; the  certificate  should 
also  contain  a third  condition,  that  his  premises 
continued  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of 
travellers,  otherwise  you  would  have  old  dilapi- 
dated houses  as  hotels  and  those  would  be  con- 
tinued, to  the  discredit  of  the  country.  I think 
that  is  a very  important  clause,  and  that  it  would 
be  a very  good  opportunity  for  raising  the  cha- 
racter of  the  hotels  in  Ireland,  if  there  were  some 
advantage  given  to  persons  to  keep  hotels  in 
the  remote  parts  of  the  country ; and  a part  of 
the  advantage  given  them  would  be  to  sell  liquors 
to  bond  fide  travellers. 

100.  Do  I understand  you  to  suggest  that, 
instead  of  having  a uniform  lisence  to  publicans 
and  hotel-keepers  to  sellintoxicating  liquors,  there 
should  be  a special  provision  giving  the  benefit 
of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  only  to  the 
latter  class  ?— I would  rather  have  a special 
license  for  hotels,  and  so  separate  the  hotels 
altogether  from  the  public-houses.  You  are 
aware  that  there  are  some  very  well-expressed 
grounds  urged  by  Mr.  Badenach  Nicolson  in  the 
Blue  Book,  of  the  Committee  of  1877;  but  I 
might  perhaps  be  permitted  to  remind  you  that 
in  Scotland,  there  are  three  classes  of  license. 
There  is  this  inn  or  hotel  license,  in  which 
house,  in  fact,  the  sale  during  closing  hours 
alone  can  take  place;  and  there  is  a second  class 
of  license  which  is  called  a public-house  license, 
for  sale  during:  open  hours  only  for  consumption 
on  the  premises.  Then  you  have  the  third  class 
of  dealers  in  excisable  liquors,  and  grocery  and 
provision  dealers,  trading  in  excisable  liquors 
for  the  sale  of  the  liquor  during  opening  hours 
only  for  consumption  off  the  premises.  I think 
if  the  law  was  assimilated  to  that  of  Scotland  in 
that  regard,  bv  a system  of  separating  inns  and 
hotels  from  ordinary  public-houses,  you  would 
raise  the  character  of  the  hotels  in  Ireland. 

101.  Your  suggestion  is  that  there  should  be  a 
separate  and  distinct  license  to  hotel-keepers,  and 
that  it  is  only  under  that  license  that  the  bond 

fide  traveller  should  come  into  relation  ? Yes  • 

and  only  upon  that  condition  the  sale  should  take 
place  to  bond  fide  lodgers.  There  is  another  con- 
dition 
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Chairman — continued. 

dition  which  I would  also  require  and  which  is 
very  important;  in  fact  I might  say  that  it  would 
follow.  I think  that  in  every  public-house 
where  a bond  fide  traveller  is  entertained,  there 
should  be  an  eating  bar.  and  that  every  man  who 
goes  in  to  get  refreshment  as  a bond  fide  tra- 
veller should  be  able  to  obtain  something  to 
eat  as  well  as  drink.  That  would  diminish  the 
drunkenness  in  the  country,  for  very  often  a poor 
fellow  goes  into  a public-house,  sees  nothing  but 
the  inviting  liquor,  and  he  drinks  more  than  is 
good  for  him ; whereas  if  he  had  something  to 
eat  if  it  was  laid  before  him  and  he  partook  of  it 
the  intoxicating  liquor  would  not  have  the  inju- 
rious effect  that  it  would  otherwise  have.  I would 
require  an  eating  bar  in  every  house  where  bona 
fide  travellers  are  entertained. 

102.  If  your  proposal  of  a separate  license  for 
a hotel  were  carried  into  effect  the  men  whom 
you  seek  to  protect  would  never  come  into  a 
public-house,  but  would  come  into  a hotel ; do 
you  think  it  reasonable  and  practicable  to  suggest 
that  there  should  be  a statutory  provision  that 
that  hotel  must  have  an  eating  bar  ? — No  ; in 
fact  if  you  adopt  the  other,  suggestion  1 think  it 
would  be  quite  sufficient. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

103.  Your  idea  is  that  refreshment  should  not 
be  confined  to  intoxicating  liquors? — Yes,  and  in 
the  hotels  it  is  not  so. 

Chairman.. 

104.  If  your  proposal  as  to  the  hotel  license 
were  carried  into  effect  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  follow  it  up  by  requiring  an  eating  bar  ?■. — I do 
not  think  it  would. 

105.  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  as  to  the 
improvement  and  modification  of  the  existing  law 
which  you  wish  to  bring  before  us  ? — I should 
certainly  lay  great  emphasis  upon  the  renewal 
certificate  being  amended  for  inns  and  hotels,,  as 
I have  pointed,  out,  if  the  suggestion  which  I 
have  submitted  were  considered. 

106.  You  propose  that  the  hotel  keeper’s 
license  should  be  annually  renewed  as  well  as  in 
the  case  of  a publican,  and  that  it  should  be  an 
element  of  consideration  with  the  justices  whether 
the  premises  were  suitable  or  not? — Yes,  and 
continued  from  time  to  time  ; it  is  not  a condi- 
tion for  renewal  of  a license  at  present. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

107.  As  a matter  of  fact  1 understand  you  to 
say  that  in  addition  to  the  certificate  of  character 
as  to  the  orderly  way  in  which  the  house  has 
been  conducted  during  the  past  year,  you  would 
also  require  evidence  that  the  house  is  within  the 
statutable  description  of  am  hotel? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

108.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  on  that 
point  ? — I think  there  ought  to  be  more  stress 
laid,  on  the  penalties  for  the  sale  of  liquor  during 
closing  hours.  1 think  the  minimum  penalty 
should  be  fixed  at  1 l.  The  magistrates  are  some- 
times very  lenient,  and  I think  that  fine  would 
not  be  too  much  for  the  sale  of  liquor  during 
closing  hours.  There  is  no  minimum  penalty  at 
present. 
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109.  What  is  the  law  at  present  ? — The  pen- 
alty at  present  is  any  sum  not  exceeding  5 l. 

HO.  As. to  imprisonment  what  are  the  powers 
of  the  magistrates  ? — In  the  case  of  not  paying 
the  fine  the  offender  is  liable  to  imprisonment  for 
a regulated  period. 

111.  What  would' you  think  as  to  a power  of 
imprisonment  without  the  option  of  a fine  ? — I 
would  not  recommend  that.  There  is  not  that 
power  at  present  if  the  fine  is  paid. 

112.  Supposing  there  is  no  fine,  have  the 
magistrates  any  power  to  order  a term  of  im- 
prisonment without  the  option  of  paying  a fine  ? 
— No.  I may  observe  that  under  the  12th  sec- 
tion of  the  Licensing  Act,  1872,  for  the  offences 
of  drunk  and  disorderly  in  a public  place;  drunk 
while  in  charge,  in  a public  place,  of  any  carriage, 
horse,  cattle,  or.  steam-engine : or  drunk  when  in 
possession  of  loaded  fire-arms,  the  magistrates- 
can  order  imprisonment  -with  or  without  hard 
labour  without  the  option  of  paying  a fine.  For 
all  other  offences  against  the  licensing  laws  the 
punishment  is  a fine  with  the  alternative  of  im- 
prisonment. 

113.  What  is  your  opinion  about  that  ?— I 
approve  of  it. 

Mr.  M‘ Donald. 

114.  You  approve  of  inflicting  punishment 
by  way  of  imprisonment? — No,  I approve  of 
the  law  as  it  Is ; I approve  of  a minimum  fine  of 
1 1.  being  fixed.  I think  it  is  a very  serious 
offence  for  a publican  to  sell  during  closing  hours. 
At  present  he  can  be  fined  any  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding 5 l.  In  some  cases  the  magistrate  is  very 
lenient,  and  will  fine  a man  1 s.  if  he  thinks  fit. 

I think  1 1.  would  not  be  too  much  for  so 
serious  an  offence,  and  the  minimum  penalty 
might  be  fixed  at  1 1.  I would  also  fix  a mini- 
mum penalty  for  fraudulent  bond  fide  traveller 
where  a person  falsely  represented  himself  as  a 
bond  fide  traveller,  and  attempts  to  buy  or 
obtain  intoxicating  liquors.  A minimum  pen- 
alty should  be  fixed ; the  minimum  figure  should 
be  1 1.  in  either  case. 

1 15.  Do  you  think  that  the  degree  of  crimin- 
ality is  about  equal  in  the  two  cases  ? — I think 
it  is  about  the  same. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

116.  Doyounot  think  that  afixed  minimum  pen- 
alty of  20s.  on  the  traveller  himself,  would 

make  the  magistrates  more  reluctant  to  convict 
him  ? — You  cannot  apply  a general  rule  to  every 
ease.  You  must  consider  each  case  upon  its 
merits.  I . think  the  magistrates  should  be 
allowed  a fair  discretion,  and  I think  it  is  very 
hard  that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  exercise 
that  discretion ; but  I would  fix  the  limit  of 
that  discretion  at  1 /.  in  the  case  of  those  two 
offences. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

117.  There  is  no  fine  at  present  inflicted  upon 
a man  who  is  not  a.  bond  fide  traveller,  for 
getting  drunk  in  the  closing  hours ; it  is  only 
upon  the  publican  ? — If  he  represents  himself  to 
be  a bona  fide  traveller,  and  falsely  or  fraudu- 
lently obtains  liquor  as  a bond  fide  traveller,  he 
is  liable  to  a fine,  and  I want  to  fix  that  fine  at 
1 l.  as  the  minimum. 

a 4 118.  But 
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Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

118.  But  supposing  a publican  three  or  four 
times  offends  against  the  law,  what  penalty 
would  you  inflict  ? — It  would  be  a forfeiture  of 
the  license.  If  the  publican  had  two  convictions 
marked  upon  his  license,  upon  a third  convic- 
tion he  loses  his  license  absolutely /,  but  he  may 
be  convicted  very  often  without  his  conviction 
being  recorded  upon  his  license. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

119.  But  two  convictions  do  not  forfeit  the 
license  of  themselves  ; there  must  be  a third 
offence  liable  to  be  endorsed  ? — That  is  so.  It 
is  under  (he  30th  section  of  the  Act  of  1872. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

120.  If  the  magistrates  do  not  choose  to 
endorse  the  license  the  second  time  it  goes  for 
nothing  ?— Yes,  but  they  have  the  option  of 
endorsing  the  conviction  upon  the  license  if  they 
wish. 

121.  Would  you  make  that  compulsory  upon 
them? — No,  I would  not.  I think  that  would 
not  be  just.  There  are  cases  where  a most  re- 
spectable publican  may  be  convicted  for  an  in- 
fraction of  the  licensing  law,  and  he  may  not  be 
personally  responsible.  He  may  have  a servant 
who  may  have  acted  very  well  up  to  that  time, 
and  he  may  then  act  improperly,  and  it  would  be 
very  hard  for  a publican  thus  to  lose  his  business  for 
a first  or  second  conviction.  I would  leave  it  to 
the  magistrate’s  option  as  regards  the  recording 
of  the  conviction  on  the  license. 

Chairman. 

122.  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  with  re- 
ference to  the  improvement  of  the  law  which  you 
would  like  to  make  ? — There  is  one  point  which 
l would  venture  to  suggest  to  the  Committee, 
it  has  reference,  not  to  the  Sunday  closing 
question,  but  to  the  general  closing  of  public- 
houses.  It  would  be  advisable  to  insert  a pro- 
vision amending  Section  21  of  the  3 & 4 of 
William  4,  cap.  68,  providing  for  the  closing 
of  licensed  houses  during  a time  of  disturbance. 
The  existing  provision  applies  only  to  public- 
houses;  there  is  no  power  to  close  the  houses  of 
beer  retailers  or  spirit  grocers.  The  order  for 
closing  should  extend  to  all  houses  licensed  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  And  a further 
improvement  should  also  be  made,  in  my  opinion. 
The  maximum  penalty  under  the  existing  pro- 
vision is  only  21. ; it  should  be  raised,  to  10  l. 
We  found  it  difficult  and  very  embarrassing  in 
Belfast  during  the  riots,  where  the  magistrates 
endeavoured  to  close  the  public-houses,  but 
were  not  able  to  close  the  spirit  grocers’ 
houses  or  the  beer  retailers’  houses.  I will  read 
the-  section  to  the  Committee,  which  is  inter- 
preted only  to  apply  to  publicans : “ And  be  it 
further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
one  justice  acting  for  any  county,  city,  or  place, 
where  any  riot  or  tumult  shall  happen,  or  for  any 
two  or  more  justices  where  any  riot  or  tumult 
shall  be  apprehended  and  expected  to  take  place, 
to  order  or  direct  that  every  person  selling  spirits 
or  beer  by  retail  and  keeping  any  house  or  place 
for  that  purpose  situate  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  and  in  or  near  the  place  where  such 


Chairman — continued. 

riot  or  tumult  shall  happen  or  be  expected  to 
take  place,  shall  close  his  house  or  place  at  any 
time  and  for  such  length  of  time  as  such  justice 
or  justices  shall  order  or  direct,  and  every  per- 
son to  whom  such  order  shall  be  given  and  who 
shall  keep  open  such  house  or  other  place  in 
violation  of  such  order  shall  forfeit  and  lose  the 
sum  of  two  pounds.”  That  is  the  law  at  pre- 
sent. My  two  suggestions  are,  first,  that  it 
should  extend  to  all  persons  selling  intoxicating 
liquors ; and,  secondly,  that  the  penalty  should 
be  raised  from  2 /.  to  10 1. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

123.  In  the  case  of  National  League  meetings 
and  things  of  that  kind,  do  you  mean  that  this 
clause  does  not  come  into  effect  ? — Whenever 
there  is  an  apprehension  of  serious  disturbance, 
the  provision  is  generally  put  in  force. 

Mr.  McDonald. 

124.  Would  you  bring  National  League  meet- 
ings under  the  category  of  disturbance?  — I should 
not  like  to  enter  into  that  subject. 

Chairman. 

125.  However,  your  suggestion  is  that  the  law 
should  be  the  same  in  both  cases  ? — I mean 
that  when  that  statute  applies  it  should  extend 
to  all  classes,  not  only  to  publicans,  but  to  all 
vendors  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

126.  And  the  maximum  penalty  should  be 
10 1.  ? — Yes.  The  case  before  my  mind  was  that 
of  the  riots  of  Belfast,  where  we  felt  great  diffi- 
culty in  preserving  the  peace,  when  all  the 
magistrates,  of  all  opinions  both  of  politics  and 
religion,  were  in  favour  of  closing  the  licensed 
houses  on  the  days  on  which  we  apprehended  a 
disturbance ; and  we  found  it  very  difficult,  be- 
cause when  we  closed  the  public-houses  the  spirit 
grocers  drove  a good  trade  whilst  the  public- 
houses  were  closed,  owing  to  the  defect  in  the 
law. 

127.  Have  you  any  other  thing  to  suggest  in 
the  way  of  amendment  of  the  law? — No,  I have 
not. 

128.  Have  you  any  statistics  to  bring  before 
the  Committee  as  to  the  amount  of  drinking  on 
Saturdays  in  Ireland  ; have  there  been  any 
statistics  on  that  point  hitherto  prepared  that 
you  are  aware  of  ? — No,  1 am  not  aware  of  it, 
and  I was  not  asked  for  any  ; but,  of  course,  I 
can  give  the  Committee  a general  opinion. 

129.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  upon  the 
subject  ? — I have  formed  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject.  I think  it  would  be  rather  an  advan- 
tage to  the  public  to  close  the  public-houses  all 
through  Ireland  at  an  earlier  hour  on  Saturday ; 
I would  say  at  nine  o’clock. 

130.  The  present  hour  in  towns  is  1 1 , is  it  not  ? 
— Ten  or  11,  depending  upon  the  locality.  Ten 
o’clock  in  the  rural  districts,  where  the  popula- 
tion does  not  exceed  5,000,  and  11  o’clock  where 
it  is  over  5,000. 

131.  At  what  hour  would  you  close  uniformly 
through  the  town  and  rural  districts  ? — At  nine 
o’clock  uniformly  in  all. 

132.  Hane  you  any  means  of  knowledge  as  to 
the  extent  of  excessive  drinking  that  prevails  on 
Saturdays  ? — It  is  patent  to  everyone  that  on 

Saturday 
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Chairman  continued.  C/immaa-contimirt 

Saturday  night  there  is  more  drinking  than  on  tord  have  reported  to  me  verv  strongly  in  favour 
any  other  night  in  the  week,  because  men  are  of  total  closing  on  Sunday  T" 


generally  paid  their  wages  on  Saturdays,  and  some  of  them  before  you  to  give  evidenle  The 
they  have  more  money  to  spend,  and  they  do  county  inspector  in  charge  of  Cork  Sy'recom 
spend  it  They  may  intend  to  spend  it  only  ,n  mends  that  the  hours  ot  sale  on  Sunday  be 
making  their  proper  purchases,  but  thev  verv  often  a.  I pi-pcI  o - . ,7  U U IT  De 


^fttuS!>erI>arOhaSe8'bUttheyVery0ft“  2 P“>'  “>  = Pun.  M,  SS 

P u d Z'  ~ a the  resident  magistrate,  who  has  experience  of 

18o.  Tlas  that  any  effect,  do  you  consider,  ^orj£,  will  give  evidence  as  regards  that  city 
upon  the  amount  of  Sunday  drinking  ?— Yes  ; As  regards  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Water- 
and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I recommend  closing  ford>  my  opinion  is,  while  I have  no  doubt  that 
earlier  on  Saturday.  I think  that  a sober  Sunday  Jt  would  serve  the  cause  of  temperance  to  have 
is  a very  important  matter  for  all,  and  if  people  tota.l  closing  in  such  places,  I consider  that  the 
would  make  their  purchases  early  on  Saturday  feelings  and  requirements  of  persons  who  make 
evening  and  then  go  home,  being  sober,  they  us.e  °f  public-houses  on  Sundays  ouo-ht  to  be 
would  be  more  inclined  to  attend  their  place  of  fairly  inquired  into.  It  appears  to  me°hat  there 
worship  on  the  Sunday.  My  experience  is,  that  a.re  tlu'ee  classes  of  persons  who  make  a le°-i- 
the  Irish  of  all  creeds  are  very  devoted  to  their  timate  use  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  in  lar°  e 
religion.  An  Irishman  is  never  happy  if  he  does  towns;  the  first  class  are  those  who  purchase  beer 

not  go  to  his  place  of  worship  on  the  Sunday,  and  and  porter  for  their  Sunday  dinner;  secondly 

if  he  goes  to  bed  sober  on  Saturday  night,  he  is  persons  who  live  in  lodgings,  and  dine  daily  at 
almost  certain  to  go  to  public  worship  on  Sun-  hotelsand  taverns,  and  a third  class  who,  after  their 
day.  dinner,  go  to  public-houses  for  reasonable  re- 

134.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  any  fresfiment. 


serious  inconvenience  to  the  working  classes  142.  With  regard  to  the  class  of  purchasers  of 
other  than  those  who  indulge  ,n  excess,  in  closing  beer  and  porter  for  home  consumption,  do  you 
the  public-houses  at  nine  o clock h-t  do  not  think  that  that  class  would  be  seriousto  inim- 
thmk  there  would  but  at  an  earlier  hour  I think  moded  by  the  closing  of  public-houses  on  Suu 
there  would;  and  I hare  considered  that  question  days,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  mS 

T7?-0artl“  y'  -l  ■ ,1  a r h°Uses  acoord:“g  to  your  suggestion  would  be 

Uo.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  effect  of  open  up  to  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  „i,,ht?_I 
excessive  drinking  on  Saturdays  upon  the  Sunday,  think  they  would  be  inconvenienced  “by  that 
and  whether  a man  who  has  been  drinking  to  because  they  get  draught  porter  or  drauvlu  beer' 
excess  on  Saturday  night  is  more  or  less  likely  to  and  that  cannot  be  kept  over  night,  and°draught 
continue  his  excesses  on  the  Sunday  ?-There  is  beer  and  porter  are  much  cheaper  than  bottled 
a great  tendency  to  do  so.  Of  course  when  a beer  and  porter.  1 ea 

man  goes  to  bed  drunk  on  Saturday  night  he  is 


not  likely  to  go  to  a place  of  worship  on  the 
Sunday,  and  he  may  either  continue  drinking  or 
remain  in  bed  perhaps. 


Mr.  M‘ Donald. 

143.  In  fact  it  would  be  qui/e  unfit  for  use  c 


136.  If  he  continued  drinking  to  excess  on  Sunday.  Exactly  so.  A great  many  humble 
.turday  is  he  not  more  likely  while  he  remains  housekeepers  send  for  their  liquor  on  Sunday, 
e on  the  Sunday,  to  continue  the  bad  prac-  an(  ”et  “ es  i *rom  ^ie  taP  for  dinner. 


Saturday  is  he  not  more  likely  while  he  remains 
idle  on  the  Sunday,  to  continue  the  bad  prac- 
tice ? — He  is,  certainly. 

137.  Generally,  to  sum  up  your  recommenda- 
tion, do  you  think  it  would  be  a benefit  to  the 


.144.  The  next  class  that  you  mentioned  I 


districts  where  the  Sunday  closing  now  exists  think  are  lodgers  who  dine  at  places  that  ar 

under  the  Act  that  the  system  should  continue  ? licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor' 9 

— 1 do  think  so.  There  are  a number  of  persons  in  Dublin  °and 

138.  Therefore,  am  I t.o  understand  that  you  I think  there  are  some  in  Belfast,  singie  men 

are  in  favour  of  making  the  provision  perpetual  ? who  live  in  lodging-houses,  who  breakfast  ’ ’ 
— 1 am-  their  lodgings,  and  dine  out  at  taverns  every  dav" 

139.  In  the  case  of  towns  where  Sunday  closing  and  if  the  Act  were  strictly  applied,  such  pconl  ’ 

does  not  at  present  exist,  there  are  four  of  them  would  certainly  be  temperate  men  on  the  Sunda 
under  the  control  of  the  constabulary,  those  are  at  all  events.  ^ 

Belfast,  Cork,  Waterford,  and  Limerick  ?—  145.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to 

Yes.  _ . have  a modification  or  exemption  in  favour  of 

140.  Have  you  formed  any  definite  opinion  as  bonafidc  eating  houses  of  that  class  ?— I belie 

to  what  should  be  done  in  those  towns  ; would  it  is  an  element  which  ought  to  be  considp  V<1 
you  leave  the  law  as  it  is,  or  would  you  modify  separately.  I think  that  the  wishes  of  the  peonD 
it,  and  extend  it  to. those  towns? — Referring  to  in  the  locality  ought  to  be  considered.  1 1 3 

the  proposed  extension  of  the  provisions  to  the  146.  You  have  suggested  what  would  b 
five  places  exempted,  looking  to  Dublin  I can  serious  matter  to  a considerable  number  of  lod<*  & 
offer  no  official  opinion.  The  chief  officer  of  the  and  other  persons  who  dine  daily  as  in  Belf 
Dublin  metropolitan  police  who  is  here  will  be  Cork,  and  Dublin  in  places  licensed  for  the  saLf 
examined  with  regard  to  that  city.  intoxicating  liquors,  and  who  are  now  entitled 

141.  Have  you  formed  any  conclusion  as  to  what  to  have  whatever  thev  may  choose  to  drink  si 
the  views  of  the  police  are  generally  ?— The  plied  to  them.  We  will  take  now  the  caso'of 
police  officials  in  Belfast,  Limerick,  and  Water-  Cork ; supposing  that  in  Cork  there  was  OI 

0.67.  B 

vast 
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Chairman — continued. 

vast  majority  in  favour  of  general  Sunday  closing, 
do  you  think  that  a special  provision  could  prac- 
tically be  introduced  into  any  measure  providing 
for  that  class  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult without  having  the  privilege  abused. 

147.  I mean  very  specially  providing  for  cer- 
tain classes  of  taverns  and  eating-houses  which 
were  bona  fide  places,  where  persons  could  dine 
in  a bond  fide  manner,  you  think  that  that  would 
be  practically  difficult  ? — I think  there  would  be 
a great  deal  of  imposition  practised,  and  an  un- 
fair monopoly  granted  to  certain  houses  ; that  is 
what  I should  be  afraid  of,  and  it  would  create  a 
great  deal  of  jealousy  in  the  trade. 

148.  With  regard  to  the  third  class  you  have 
mentioned,  those  who  after  dinner  go  to  public- 
houses  forreasonable  refreshment,  it  is,  1 presume, 
absolutely  impossible  to  provide  for  them  on 
Sunday  consistently  with  any  system  of  Sunday 
closing  ? — There  are  many  men  in  humble  life 
who  dine  at  home,  and  after  their  dinner,  in- 
stead of  taking  their  glass  of  beer  at  home,  go 
out  to  a public-house  and  take  it,  and  then  go 
off  for  a walk,  and  who  make  a moderate  use  of 
the  public-house,  and  there  might  be  many  such 
who  would  be  inconvenienced  by  the  total  closing 
of  public-houses. 

149.  Would  their  inconvenience  amount  to 
more  than  this,  that  they  would  be  obliged  to 
modify  their  habits  on  one  day  in  the  week,  and 
to  lay  in  on  Saturday  a stock  of  what  they  had 
hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  in  public- 
houses  on  Sunday?— No. 

150.  If  the  vast  majority  of  the  population 
were  in  favour  of  the  measure,  would  you 
consider  this  to  be  an  inconvenience  to  those 
men  which  should  be  borne  ?— I should  con- 
sider the  feelings  of  the  majority  of  the  popula- 
tion who  make  use  of  public-houses ; I do  not 
see  why  I should  endeavour  to  affect  a man’s 
liberty  by  my  love  for  my  own  habits.  I may 
make  no  use  of  the  puhlic-house,  but  I have  no 
right  to  deprive  another  man  of  the  opportunity 
of  making  a legitimate  use  of  the  public-house  if 
he  wishes  to  do  so. 

151.  In  your  view  the  public  opinion  that  we 
should  go  by  is  the  public  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  the  population  ? — Yes,  of  their  representatives. 
For  instance  I would  take  the  opinion  of  the 
clergy  and  the  representatives  of  the  people 
who  best  know  their  views  upon  the  question. 

152.  Then  you  would  not  limit  the  class  to 
those  who  make  use  of  public-houses,  but  you 
would  extend  it  to  those  who  are  interested  in 
that  class? — Yes,  and  who  I consider  represent 
that  class.  I consider  that  their  views  ought  to 
be  considered.  Drinking  in  a public-house  is 
not  considered  by  a very  large  number  of  people 
as  either  immoral  or  improper,  if  they  make  a 
legitimate  use  of  the  public-house.  There  is  one 
thing  that  I feel  very  strongly  that  people  who 
do  not  make  use  of  public-houses  have  no  right 
to  curtail  the  liberty  of  their  neighbours  who 
wish  to  make  lawful  use  of  them  ; I do  not  con- 
sider that  those  people  who  do  not  make  use 
of  public-houses  suffer  any  inconvenience  by 
their  neighbours  making  use  of  them  to  the 
extent  that  they  do  at  present. 


Chairman — continued. 

153.  But  if  you  were  of  opinion  that  excessive 
drinking  was  caused  by  the  public-houses  beings 
open  on  Sunday,  is  not  that  a question  in  which; 
the  entire  community  would  be  interested,, 
and  not  merely  the  class  who  frequent  public- 
houses  ? — There  is  no  doubt  that  is  so,  but  I 
really  think  there  is  a great  deal  of  exaggeration, 
about  that  view. 

154.  You  have  lived  in  Dublin  for  a long  time 
and  know  Dublin  well ; is  your  own  individual 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  compulsory  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sunday  ? — If  I express  my  own 
private  view  I should  like  to  see  the  public- 
houses  closed  on  Sunday,  but  at  the  same  time' 
having  regard  to  the  feelings  of  others  I certainly 
think  that  those  who  wish  to  make  use  of  public- 
houses,  if  they  desire  to  do  so  in  a large  majority 
ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  that  right,  but  sly 
on  the  other  hand,  a large  majority  say  for  the 
advantage  of  society  we  are  quite  willing  to 
forego  the  right  that  we  at  present  possess  of 
entering  and  drinking  in  public-houses  on 
Sunday,  I think  their  view  should  be  adopted- 

Mr.  M‘  Donald. 

155.  Plow  would  you  ascertain  the  view  of  the 
majority  except  by  their  representatives? — You 
must  have  the  evidence  of  persons  who  represent 
those  people,  and  who  will  give  you  their 
opinion. 

156.  Take  the  clergy  of  all  denominations... 
what  would  you  say  as  to  their  view?— With 
regard  to  the  view  of  the  Protestant  clergy,  I 
may  say,  so  far  as  I may  judtre  by  what  I see 
statedin  the  newspapers,  that  they  are  altogether 
for  Sunday  closing;  and,  I believe,  almost  all 
the  Catholic  bishops  are  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing. 

157.  Would  you  not  also  include  the  Parlia- 
mentary, Municipal,  and  Poor  Law  repre- 
sentatives as  well  as  the  clergy  ? — Yes,  cer- 
tainly. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

158.  How  would  you  practically  ascertain  the 
views  of  all,  so  as  to  bring  the  case  to  a court  of 
law  ; it  does  not  seem  to  me  possible  that  the 
views  of  the  majority  of  those  who  use  public- 
houses  on  Sunday  can  be  in  any  way  repre- 
sented by  that  class  of  gentlemen  who  have  been, 
mentioned  ? — Take  the  clergy,  for  instance  : 
they  are  visiting  the  poor  constantly,  and  they 
know  their  views  upon  the  subject,  and  they 
know  their  habits  far  better  than  police  officers  y 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  know  their 
wants  and  requirements.  That  is  certainly  one 
very  safe  source  of  information. 

159.  Would  not  a. plebiscite  of  the  whole  ©f  the 
ratepayers  be  the  safest  way  of  ascertaining  the 
views  of  the  majority  in  a town  ; that  is  t©  sa y, 
an  appeal  directly  to  the  people  themselves? — 
I think  it  would. 

160.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  get 
a direct  vote  from  the  ratepayers  upon  a subject 
pf  this  kind  ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

161-  You  said  you  thought  the  class*  who 
should  properly  be  considered  are  those  people 

whc~ 
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Chairman — continued. 

-who  are  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  public-houses, 
and  that  you  would  also  consult  some  others, 
namely,  those  representing  them  ; but  if  you  had 
a general  plebiscite  of  the  ratepayers,  which 
you  now  seem  rather  inclined  to  adopt, 
would  not  that  rather  be  against  the  principle 
which  you  laid  down  in  answer  to  my  question, 
because  the  ratepayers  must  include  a vast 
number  of  people  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
frequenting  public-houses? — I do  not  think  it 
would  be. 

Mr.  M‘ Donald. 

162.  I gather  that  you  mean  that  the  opinion 
of  consumers,  as  well  as  ratepayers,  should  be 
taken? — I certainly  think  that  it  ought ; other- 
wise, in  my  view,  it  would  be  rather  like  class 
•legislation,  because  a large  number  of  people  do 
not  make  use  of  the  public-house,  but  make  use 
-of  their  clubs,  or  make  use  of  other  means  of 
enjoying  themselves  on  Sunday,  and  getting  re- 
freshment; whereas  it  is  different  in  the  case  of 
the  poor  man. 

163.  And  you  are  opposed  to  class  legislation ; 
— I am. 

Chairman. 

164.  As  I understand  your  answer  now,  you 
think  that  the  public,  who  should  be  consulted, 
are  not  confined  to  those  who  frequent  public- 
houses,  but  would  include,  as  you  say  now,  the 
ratepayers  ? — As  representing  those  persons. 

165.  I suppose  you  mean,  as  representing 
those  persons  who'  are  interested  in  the  question; 
you  do  not  mean  that  the  ratepayers  would  re- 
present them  in  any  other  sense;  I want  to  know 
whether  you  suggest  that  the  entire  community, 
represented  generally  by  the  ratepayers,  should 
be  consulted  upon  the  subject,  or  that  we  should 
limit  our  view  to  that  class  of  the  community 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  public- 
houses? — My  view  is  simply  this,  that  as  there 
are  persons  who  use  public- houses  at  present, 
their  view-s  upon  the  question  ought  to  be  fairly 
considered. 

166.  But  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  are 
the  only  class  of  the  public  who  should  be  con- 
sulted?— I do  not  think  I said  that  exactly;  if 
I was  understood  so,  I did  not  intend  to  convey 
shat  impression. 

167.  As  I understand  it,  your  view  is  that 
the  opinion  of  the  entire  community,  who  may 
-be  said  to  be  l-epresented  by  the  ratepayers, 
should  also  be  consulted,  as  being  interested  in 
the  well-being  of  the  community  of  which  they 
.are  members  ? — Their  opinion  should  be  taken, 
•certainly. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1 68.  If  I live  opposite  a public-house  and  have 
•a  family,  do  you  mean  to  say  to  me  that  I have 
®u>  interest  in  the  public-house  being  opened  or 
closed  ? — You  have  not  the  same  interest  as 
those  who  lawfully  use  the  public-house  have.  It 
,5s  very  immatei-ial  to  you  whether  the  public 
house  is  open  or  closed  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  M‘  Donald. 

169.  The  question  of  the  ratepayer,  as  repre- 
.-senting  the  public,  has  been  mentioned  a few 

0.67. 


Mr.  M‘  Donald — continued, 
times,  and  I desire  to  put  this  to  you : do  you 
consider  that  the  ratepayers,  as  ratepayers,  re- 
present the  general  public ; is  not  the  term  the 
“ general  puhlic  ” so  comprehensive  as  to  include 
those  who  pay  no  rates  at  all  ? — I agree  with  you, 
certainly,  that  that  is  so. 

170.  Therefore  you  consider  that  the  rate- 
payers are  not,  properly  speaking,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  general  public? — I do  not  say  that; 
I say  they  are  the  representatives  of  a portion  of 
the  public,  but  they  do  not  represent  the  whole 
of  the  public. 

171.  Your  desire  is  that  the  whole  of  the 
public  should  be  represented  where  it  is  necessary 
to  ascertain  what  the  general  wish  is? — I would 
certainly  think  so,  upon  those  questions  which 
affect  their  own  interests. 

Chairman. 

172.  Have  you  prepared,  or  could  you  prepare, 

for  us  any  statistics  as  to  crime  ; I do  not  mean 
crime  limited  to  drunkenness,  and  drunkenness 
combined  with  any  other  offence,  but  general 
criminal  statistics  applicable  to  Ireland  generally, 
and  as  compared  with  the  exempted  towns  before 
and  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  :f  it  were 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  an  annual 
return  of  that  class  would  assist  us? -Such  a 
return  could  be  made,  but,  if  I may  respeet'ully 
say  so,  I do  not  think  that  it  would  assist  you. 

Mr.  McDonald. 

173.  I must  say  that  I consider  you  have  given 
your  evidence  very  fairly,  and  I compliment  you 
upon  the  manner  in  which  you  have  given  it. 

I have  taken  some  brief  notes  of  your  evidence, 
and  I will  ta,ke  the  liberty  of  going  over  a few  of 
them.  You  said  that  at  present  the  number  of 
licenses  is  17,082,  and  that  in  1877  there  were 
16,654?— Yes,  that  is  so. 

174.  Do  you  consider  that  it  was  desirable,  in 
the  general  interests  of  the  community,  that  the 
number  of  licenses  should  be  increased  ? — That 
is  rather  a large  question  for  me  to  answer,  but  I 
assume  that  that  must  have  been  considered  to 
be  the  case. 

175.  Do  you  say  that  it  is  not  desirable,  in  the 
genei-al  interest  of  the  community,  that  the  number . 
of  those  licenses  should  be  increased  ? — I say  I 
assume  that  it  must  have  been  considered  to  be 
desirable,  otherwise  they  would  not  have  been 
increased.  The  magistrates  must  have  con- 
sidered it  so. 

176.  You  are,  no  doubt,  aware  of  the  form  in 
which  the  licenses  are  granted  by  the  magistrates 
of  rural  districts  ; that  it  is  dependent  upon  the 
votes  of  the  magistrates,  is  it  not? — Yes.  that  is 
the  case ; it  is  upon  the  votes  of  the  magistrates 
in  quarter  sessions. 

177.  Are  you  also  aware  that  local  influence  is 
often  brought  to  bear  upon  the  magistrates,  in 
order  to  secure  the  granting  of  a license  ? — There 
is  no  doubt  it  often  occurs. 

178.  Consequently,  instead  of  having  one  sole 
and  independent  authority  as  in  Dublin,  the  grant- 
ing of  licenses  in  the  county  is  dependent  upon 
the  votes  of  a number  of  magistrates  ? — That  is 
the  case  except  in  certain  places,  where  it  is  the 
Recorder  who  grants  licenses. 

b2  179.  Would 
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Mr.  M‘ Donald — continued. 

179.  Would  it  not  contribute  to  the  general 
good  of  the  community,  and  to  the  interest  of 
trade,  if  there  was  a limitation  of  the  licensing 
authority  ? — Possibly  that  might  be  so. 

180.  You  said,  did  you  not,  that  the  illicit 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  has  been  increased  by 
the  Act? — There  would  be  that  tendency.  I 
said  that  shebeens  would  be  set  up  when  the 
public-houses  were  closed,  but  I did  not  say 
positively  that  the  illicit  sale  was  increased  by 
the  Act.  I am  in  a position  to  sav  that. 

181.  I think  you  added,  but  not  to  the  extent 
that  was  expected  ? — I should  like  to  qualify  that 
answer.  I should  not  like  to  say  positively  that 
illicit  sale  has  increased  since  the  Act  was  passed, 
but  I think  that  it  may  be  assumed  that  it  would 
be  attempted  when  the  public-houses  are  closed. 
There  would  be  illicit  sale  to  some  extent. 

182.  You  said  that  you  desired  to  extend  the 
bond  Jidc  traveller  limit  from  three  miles  to  six 
miles,  in  order  that  there  should  be  no  imposition 
practised  upon  the  traders  or  upon  the  magis- 
trates ; is  it  not  equally  possible  to  practise  im- 
position in  the  case  of  six  miles  as  in  the  case  of 
three  miles? — There  is  no  doubt  of  it;  but  of 
course  a man  would  have  to  travel  six  miles.  It 
is  possible  even  then  to  practise  imposition,  but 
you  limit  the  facilities  for  doing  so. 

183.  If  a man  x-epresents  himself  as  beyond 
the  thi-ee  miles,  might  he  not  say  as  well  that  he 
is  beyond  the  limit  of  six  miles  ? — A great  many 
people  will  not  take  the  trouble  of  going  six 
miles  for  liquor.  There  are,  no  doubt,  persons 
in  the  county  towns  who  dx-ive  out  x*egulaxTy  the 
distance  of  three  miles,  in  order  to  get  liquor*, 
and  drive  back  again ; and  they  would  have  to 
drive  six  miles  under  the  proposed  measure 
instead  of  three. 

184.  On  the  question  of  hotels,  which  you 
raised,  are  you  personally  aw'are  that  many  so- 
called  hotels  in  Ireland  have  less  than  four 
sleeping  apartments  ? — I am.  Some  very  good 
hotels  lxave  only  two  sleeping  apartments,  and 
those  are  quite  sufficient  for  the  convenience  of 
the  locality  in  some  of  the  wild  places  in  Ireland. 

185.  Might  I ask  in  what  part  of  the  country? 
— I know  the  whole  of  Ireland  pretty  well. 
I lxave  stopped  at  most  of  the  hotels  in  Ireland. 

186.  In  what  part  of  Ireland  do  those  hotels 
exist  where  there  are  not  four  sleeping  apart- 
ments?— I mean  where  there  are  four  sleeping 
apartments  set  apart  for  guests.  I will  just  give 
an  answer  to  that  question.  I consulted  the 
County  Inspector  of  Leitrim  upon  this  point, 
and  he  informed  me  that  if  that  proviso  of  four 
rooms  were  passed  into  law  there  would  be  only 
about  eight  hotels  in  the  county  that  would  come 
under  that  description. 

187.  Fx*om  my  personal  knowledge  I could 
tell  the  County  Inspector  of  Leitx*im  that  I have 
been  in  almost  every  hotel  in  that  county,  and 
in  none  of  the  hotels  are  there  less  than  four 
sleeping  apartments  for  guests  ; I know  Moliill 
and  I know  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? — But  you  have 
not  ti*avelled  everywhere,  as  I think  1 have 
done. 

188.  Because  there  are  vex*y  few  towns  in 
Leitrim  ; there  are  only  thx*ee  or  four  towns  in 
which  there  are  hotels  in  the  whole  of  Leitrim  ? 


Mr.  McDonald — continued. 

— Precisely  so.  With  regard  to  the  hotel  ques- 
tion, we  must  consider  that  in  part  of  the  king- 
dom innkeepers  are  poor  people  who  cannot 
afford  to  keep  large  houses.  I consider  that  a 
house  may  be  very  respectable  although  very 
humble,  and  may  bepx*ovided  with  sufficient  com- 
fort for  the  people  who  use  it.  If  you  set  up 
a vex*y  high  classification  for  an  hotel  in  Ireland 
you  will  debar  the  poor  people  from  having  their 
humble  dinnex*s,  and  from  having  the  accommo- 
dation suitable  to  their  means.  For  that  reason 
I think  that  the  standard  in  Ireland  should  not 
be  made  too  high  or  kept  at  the  level  proposed 
in  this  Bill. 

1 89.  That  is  the  very  point  I wanted  to  come 
to ; is  not  the  poor  man  entitled  to  refreshment 
as  much  as  the  rich  man  who  may  be  tx*avelling? 
— Undoubtedly  to  the  same  facilities. 

190.  Taking  the  case  of  a poor  man  who  travels 
10  or  20  miles,  and  perhaps  cannot  afford  to  go 
to  an  hotel,  where  would  you  send  him  to? — 
Most  public-houses  would  be  able  to  furnish  two 
rooms,  and  would  therefore  qualify,  as  proposed, 
as  an  inn. 

191.  But  you  say  you  would  close  public- 
houses  on  Sundays  in  rural  districts  ; whex*e 
would  you  send  poor  men  who  are  travelling 
such  a distance  ?—  But  the  keepei*s  of  public- 
houses,  if  they  took  out  the  inn  license,  would 
have  permission  to  supply  the  bond  fide  travellers. 

192-  And  you  would  desire  to  give  the  same 
facilities  to  the  poor  man  as  to  the  rich  man,  I 
presume  ?— Certainly  ; I should  be  very  sorry  to 
place  the  slightest  restriction  upon  the  poor  man’s 
liberty  ; quite  the  reverse. 

193.  Axe  you  aware  that  we  are  now  inquiring 
into  the  working  of  the  Act  of  1878,  and  that  we 
have  to  confine  ourselves  to  that  ? — Pardon  me 
if  I have  introduced  any  foreign  element  into  my 
evidence. 

194.  Your  expex*ience  is  pretty  long  as  In- 
spector General?— I have  been  nearly  29  years 
in  the  constabulary  force,  and  have  spent  my 
life  since  my  youth  in  the  force. 

195.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  place  addi- 
tional duty  upon  the  police  force  in  Ix*eland  in 
watching  the  public-houses? — In  regard  to  that 
matter  I can  assure  the  Committee  that  the 
police  are  perfectly  indifferent  whether  the  law 
is  altered  or  not  one  way  or  the  other.  We  are 
prepared  to  discharge  our  duty  as  the  law  decides, 
if  it  be  decided  to  close  the  public-houses  on 
Sunday  all  through  Ireland,  I think  the  police 
are  quite  ready  and  able  to  carry  out  the  law ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  proposed  to  open  them, 
they  are  equally  prepared  to  carry  out  their 
duty. 

196.  Do  you  recollect  how  the  duty  was  per- 
formed in  1879  ? — I have  a general  idea.  I know 
that  since  the  licensing  Act  of  1874  was  passed 
the  police  have  been  thoroughly  instructed  in 
their  duties,  and  one  of  the  most  important  parts 
of  the  instruction  in  their  duties  is  the  enforce- 
ment of  these  licensing  laws,  and  the  most  hum- 
ble policeman  in  the  constabulax*y  has  a thorough 
knowledge  of  his  duties  and  of  the  law  relating  to 
public  houses. 

197.  Since  1879,  what  have  been  the  specified 
duties  of  the  police  in  this  respect;  what  have 
been  the  specific  instructions  given  to  them,  re- 
garding 
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Mr.  McDonald — continued, 
garding  this  duty,  of  course  ? — It  is  one  of  their 
paramount  duties  to  enforce  the  licensing  laws. 

198.  Have  they  been  able  to  do  that  consis- 
tently with  their  other  duties  ? — Yes  ; I think 
they  have. 

199.  Are  you  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that, 
since  1879,  a very  considerable  extra  duty  has 
been  imposed  upon  the  police  consequent  upon 
Sunday  meetings  ? — The  fact  of  it  is  that  the 
Legislature  is  imposing  additional  duties  upon 
the  police  almost  every  year,  and  I suppose  it  is 
like  the  last  straw  that  breaks  the  camel’s  back, 
that  at  some  time  or  other  the  police  will  have 
more  to  do  than  they  are  able,  for  we  have  fresh 
and  new  duties  added  to  us  every  year  by  Act 
of  Parliament;  however,  we  endeavour  to  carry 
out  the  law  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

200.  'faking  the  case  of  a Sunday  meeting 
occurring  in  a certain  district,  is  it  not,  in  fact, 
the  usage  that  the  greater  number  of  the  police 
iD  the  station  would  be  drafted  out  of  the  station, 
and  only  the  orderly  left  at  the  barracks  ? — It  is 
contrary  to  our  instructions  to  draw  all  the  men 
from  any  station,  but  a certain  number  are  some- 
times withdrawn,  and,  with  regal’d  to  the  licensing 
laws,  I may  mention  that  there  are  special  men 
selected  to  look  after  the  public-houses;  they 
are  sometimes  employed  in  plain  clothes  for  look- 
ing after  shebeens  and  houses  where  illicit  sales 
take  place. 

201.  Take  an  ordinary  police  barrack  of  a 
dozen  men ; if  nine,  say  of  those  men,  are  drafted 
away  to  other  duty,  and  one  must  remain  indoors 
as  the  orderly,  is  it  possible  that  the  two  re- 
maining men  can  do  the  duty  of  the  whole  lot 
of  them  ? — As  a rule,  we  should  not  take  away 
seven  out  of  nine ; about  half  the  number  would 
be  kept,  as  a rule. 

202.  The  half  cannot  equal  the  whole,  you 
must  bear  that  in  mind  ? — 1 agree  with  you  there; 
no  doubt  for  that  particular  day  it  might  be  so. 

203.  Consequently,  we  must  infer  that  the 
duty  as  regards  the  watching  of  public-houses 
has  not  been  perfectly  performed  during  the 
time  I refer  to? — No,  I cannot  concur  in  that 
view.  I have  had  no  complaints  that  the  duties 
have  not  been  properly  performed.  As  far  as 
my  experience  and  knowledge  go,  I think  the 
work  has  been  very  well  performed,  as  well  per- 
formed as  the  constabulary  can  be  expected  to 
perform  it,  having  regard  to  all  the  duties  they 
have  to  discharge. 

204.  But  is  it  not  obvious  that  six  men  cannot 
perform  the  duty  as  well  as  a dozen  men  could 
doit? — I think  it  follows  logically  and  mathema- 
tically, but  the  six  may  be  sufficient,  to  do  it. 

205.  You  said  that  the  respectable  traders  in 
the  several  towns  did  not  become,  if  I may  so 
call  it,  degenerated  by  the  Sunday  closing  prin- 
ciple ; that  their  character  remains  unchanged  ?— 
My  opinion  of  the  trade  in  Ireland,  from  expe- 
rience, is  that  the  publicans  as  a body  are  just  as 
respectable  as  any  other  class  of  traders  in  the 
country ; in  fact,  the  only  troublesome  members 
of  the  body  the  police  have  to  deal  with  are 
not  the  great  majoi’ity  of  the  publicans,  but 
some  few  traders  who  are  very  poor,  and  do  a 
very  bad  business,  who  try,  in  fact,  to  supplement 
their  legitimate  business  by  irregular  sales;  and 
they  are  certainly  a small  number. 

0.67. 


Mr.  M‘Donald — continued. 

206.  In  that  respect  I thoroughly  agree  with 
y°u?  because  I know  the  country  and  I "know  the 
habits  of  the  people  thoroughly  well,  and  I also 
know  that  before  the  Sunday  closing  a different 
class  of  refreshment  was  taken  to  what  there  is 
now ; are  you  aware  of  any  change  in  that 
respect  ; that  is  to  say,  before  that  Act  came, 
into  force  the  majority  of  the  people  throughout 
Ireland  drank  cordials  or  what  they  called  soft 
drinks ; whereas  now  they  drink  whiskey  be- 
cause whiskey  is  the  only  thing  that  can  be  con- 
veniently carried  away  in  a bottle  and  drank  off 
the  premises ; has  that  come  under  your  observa- 
tion?— No;  but  naturally  I think  every  Irish- 
man would  drink  whiskey,  all  travellers  drink 
the  wine  of  the  country,  and  whiskey  as  such 
is  naturally  the  most  suitable  drink  for  a person 
living  in  Ireland. 

207.  Are  you  aware  that  since  the  Sunday 
closing  the  sale  of  bottled  whiskey  has  increased 
to  10  times  what  it  was  before  1 — I am  not  aware 
of  that. 

208.  Are  you  not  aware  that  there  is  a large 
amount  of  liquor  given  out  from  the  public- 
houses,  as  I may  call  it  surreptitiously,  that  is  to 
say  not  sold  in  public,  but  giveD  out  by  the  back 
door,  and  taken  away  when  the  policeman’s  back 
is  turned  ? — I think  I may  say  that  is  sometim^s- 
the  case ; it  is  occasionally  at  any  rate. 

209.  In  fact  you  may  say  in  the  poorer  dis- 
tricts of  the  country  the  practice  is  almost 
general  ? — I do  not  say  that,  but  I may  say  I am. 
sure  it  is  sometimes  the  case.  I do  not  say  it 
would  be  general  at  all,  but  I have  heard  that  it 
is  the  case  that  bottled  porter  is  at  times  taken 
away  from  the  public-house  and  sold  in  rooms 
and  other  places  when  the  public-houses  are 
closed. 

210.  Does  not  that  lead  to  the  demoralisation 
of  the  people;  that  is  to  say,  of  the  family  of  the 
man  or  woman  who  brings  that  drink  home? — It 
certainly  is  not  a good  thing,  but  at  the  same^ 
time  I do  not  think  the  practice  is  so  extensive  asr 
to  do  any  s,erious  injury. 

211.  W ould  not  you  consider  it  much  better  in 
a moral  point  of  view  that  the  public-houses  in 
a rural  district  should  be  open  for  an  hour  or  two 
upon  the  Sunday,  and  let  the  people  consume 
what  they  may  require  for  refreshment  than  that 
this  demoralising  practice  should  continue? — 

1 think  the  balance  of  advantage  in  favour  of 
temperauce  would  be  to  have  the  public-houses 
closed  ; of  course  there  is  a certain  disad- 
vantage in  closing.  There  is,  no  doubt,  much 
to  be  said  on  both  sides  of  the  question ; but,, 
at  the  same  time,  I think  that  inasmuch  as. 
the  people  have  become  accustomed  to  the  law 
now,  and  have  expressed  no  desire  to  change  it,, 
it  would  be  better  to  keep  it  as  it  is.  If  there: 
had  been  felt  any  desire  for  a change  in  the  law 
which  left  public-houses  open  on  a Sunday  for  a 
certain  time,  I assume  the  public  would  have 
made  their  wishes  known  if  they  had  any  wish 
about  the  matter. 

212.  Butyou  have  already  given  the  Committee 
your  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  three  classes  of 
people  in  the  exempted  cities  should  be  provided 
for,  that  is  the  people  who  want  a glass  of  beer,  the 
lodgers  and  the  men  who  want  a glass  of  beer 
after  dinner  who  cannot  get  it  at  home.  While 
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you  give  that  advantage  to  the  exempted  cities, 
would  you  deprive  the  rest  of  the  country  of  that 
advantage  7 — I think  there  is  a great  difference 
between  the  cities  or  the  large  towns,  and  the 
country.  People  have  become  accustomed  to  a 
certain  order  of  things  in  the  large  towns  and  I 
do  not  think  there  is  exact  similarity  between  the 
various  cases.  As  regards  the  people  in  Dublin, 
Cork,  and  Belfast,  and  other  large  cities  or 
places,  their  mode  of  living  and  their  occupations 
are  quite  different  from  those  of  the  people  living 
in  country  towns  and  country  places.  Those 
elements  should  be  taken  into  consideration  before 
any  change  in  the  law  is  made.  People  who 
live  in  the  rural  districts  have  been  accustomed 
to  the  Sunday  closing  there  for  10  years; 

213.  Do  you  know  Waterford? — Yes,  a little. 

214.  Do  you  know  Sligo? — Yes,  I do. 

215.  Are  not  the  people  in  Sligo  upon  the 
whole  quite  as  respectable  and  as  high  in  status 
as  the  people  of  Waterford? — I think  they  are. 
I consider  the  people  of  Sligo  town  are  equal  in 
intelligence  to  the  inhabitants  of  any  town  in 
Ireland. 

216.  Would  you  deny  to  the  people  of  Sligo 
the  privilege  that  you  accord  to  the  people  of 
Waterford? — Certainly  not,  if  the  people  of 
Sligo  wished  to  have  it  so;  that  is  my  view  of 
the  question.  I think  the  people  of  the  locality 
should  be  considered. 

217.  You  know  the  inhabitants  of  Sligo  to  be 
from  their  high  moral  status,  worthy  of  having 
such  a concession  made  to  them  ? — I do  not  say 
“ worthy  of  sucli  a concession,”  but  I will  go  as 
far  as  to  say  that  if  the  people  of  Sligo,  which  is 
a large  town,  wished  to  have  the  law  altered  I 
think  they  are  as  well  entitled  to  an  alteration 
of  the  law  as  the  people  of  Waterford,  except 
that  Waterford  is  a very  much  larger  town.' 

218.  Then  taking  such  towns  as  Newry,  Kil- 
kenny, Enniskillen,  and  perhaps  Galway,  ought 
not  the  people  of  these  towns  to  have  the  same 
privileges  as  the  people  of  the  exempted  towns  ? 
— I am  altogether  in  favour  of  carrying  out  the 
wish  of  the  people  in  each  locality,  in  regard  to 
the  licensing  laws,  if  that  be  clearly  expressed. 

219.  If  that  be  clearly  expressed  by  a memo- 
rial or  by  the  voice  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  who  as  you  very  properly  said  are  their 
members  of  Parliament,  their  municipalities  and 
their  poor  law  representatives,  the  proper  wish 
should  be  complied  with  ? — Yes,  where  a very 
large  portion  of  the  community  are  concerned 
there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  I think  a question 
like  this  should  depend  entirely  upon  the  voice 
of  the  people,  and  that  it  is  not  the  voice  of 
police  officials  which  should  decide  such  a ques- 
tion. 

220.  The  convenience  of  the  poor  man  who 
cannot  go  to  his  club  or  who  cannot  have  his  Tan- 
talus decanter  upon  the  side-board  is  quite  as 
deserving  of  consideration  as  that  of  othei-3,  is  it 
not? — Yes,  to  the  fullest  extent. 

221.  You  are  opposed  to  any  class  legislation 
I think  you  said,  and  any  legislation  depriving  a 
poor  man  of  these  privileges  would  be  class  legis- 
lation, would  it  not  ?— I do  not  know  that  I go  so 
far  as  to  say  that. 

222.  In  any  case  you  would  give  the  poor 
man  the  same  privileges  as  you  would  give  the 


Mr.  M1  Donald — continued, 
rich,  man  ?■ — Fully;  in  fact,  I would  if  possible 
shew  the  poor  man  more  consideration  as  he  is 
placed  in  a less  advantageous  position. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

223.  Have  you  heard  any  demand  at  all  of  any 
importance  from  Ireland  for  an  alteration  of  the 
Act  of  1878  which  would  be  worthy  of  the  con- 
sideration of  Parliament ; that  is  to  say,  apart 
from  the  trade  itself  ? — I have  not. 

224.  Any  movement  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act 
or  any  alteration  as  regards  leaving  out  any  of 
the  five  towns  would  come  from  the  trade  itself, 
would  it  not? — l do  not  know  that;  there  miaht 
be  other  people  who  might  express  that  view, 
but  I am  not  aware  of  it. 

225.  Then  in  reference  to  the  five  towns,  are 
you  of  opinion  that  even  if  some  concession  must 
be  given  to  public  opinion,  it  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  houses  to  be  open  for  two  hours  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  ? — I think  three  hours,  say 
from  two  to  five  o’clock,  would  be  sufficient  for 
all  practical  purposes. 

226.  Then  in  regard  to  the  three  classes  to 
which  reference  was  made  just  now,  I suppose 
as  regards  the  man  who  drinks  his  beer  at  home 
and  the  man  who  also  wants  reasonable  refresh- 
ment after  dinner,  the  greatest  inconvenience 
they  would  be  put  to  by  the  closing  of  the 
houses  on  Sunday  would  be  that  they  must  get 
bottled  beer  over  night? — Yes,  and  also  as 
especially  affecting  the  working  classes  that 
draught  beer  would  be  cheaper  to  a certain  ex- 
tent than  bottled  beer. 

227.  Then  the  third  class  to  be  provided  for 
chiefly  will  be  the  lodgers  who  go  out  regularly 
to  dine  every  day? — Yes,  and  that  is  only  con- 
fined to  the  large  five  towns  I mentioned,  but  I 
assume  it  applies  principally  to  Dublin,  Belfast, 
and  Cork.  The  local  officers,  who  will  be  exam 
ined,  can  best  speak  on  this  point. 

228.  Then  as  to  the  sale  of  refreshments  at 
railway  stations,  I do  not  know  how  late  the 
refreshment  rooms  at  railway  stations  are  kept 
open  upon  a Saturday  in  Ireland : is  there  any 
drinking  in  Ireland  at  the  railway  stations  after 
the  public  houses  are  closed,  by  persons  not 
travellers  ? — At  the  railway  stations  they  would 
require  a person  to  produce  his  railway  ticket 
before  selling  refreshment ; they  ought  to  do  so, 
at  any  rate. 

229.  I have  seen  persons  coming  into  railway 
stations  in  England  late  at  night  to  get  drink 
after  the  public-houses  were  closed,  who  were  not 
apparently  travellers  at  all?— I do  not  think 
drink  can  be  obtained  to  any  very  large  extent, 
because  the  railway  station  refreshment  bars  are 
exceedingly  well  conducted  upon  the  whole. 

230.  Now  just  a question  as  to  obtaining 
public  opinion ; in  our  large  towns,  if  you  go 
beyond  the  ratepayers,  it  seems  almost  impossible 
to  get  at  it;  if  you  consult  the  people  who  fre- 
quent the  public-houses  regularly  on  Sunday ,they 
would  of  course  sav,  keep  the  public-houses  open  ? 
— I would  gauge  it  as  far  as  practicable. 

231.  You  do  not.  think  the  ratepayers  sufficient: 
would  you  have  manhood  suffrage  ? — I would 
take  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers  ; I would  alsc 
take  the  opinion  of  those  persons  who  are  not 
ratepayers;  I would  gauge  their  opinion  in  the 
best  way  I could. 

232.  How 
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Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

232.  How  would  you  get  at  the  opinion  of  the 
frequenters  of  public-houses,  for  instance,  who 
are  not  ratepayers  ? — 1 think  householders  would 
be  the  proper  body  to  consult.  With  regard  to 
the  ratepayers  in  Ireland,  the  great  majority 
of  the  householders  in  Ireland  are  not  ratepayers. 
I think  the  Parliamentary  franchise  would  be  a 
very  good  test. 

233.  "Would  you  put  the  power  to  close 
public-houses  by  an  absolute  majority  of  Parlia- 
mentary voters,  or  two- thirds,  or  three-  fourths  ? 
— I have  not  considered  that  point,  but  I 
would  certainly  say  more  than  a bare  majority; 
I would  say  either  two-thirds  or  three-fourths. 

234.  Then  do  you  think  that  if  we  could 
possibly  get  at  an  expression  of  public  opinion, 
by  a large  proportion  of  Parliamentary  voters  in 
llublin  or  Cork,  it  would  be  safe  to  close  public- 
houses  for  the  entire  day  on  Sunday,  putting  it 
at  three-fourths  even?  —Yes,  I should  think  so. 

Mr.  Big  gar. 

235.  Have  you  any  idea  what  it  wouid 
cost  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  Parliamentary 
electors  of  Dublin  or  any  other  place? — Those 
questions  were  put  to  me,  and  I was  not  prepared 
for  them.  1 could  not  answer  your  question  off- 
hand. 

236.  Should  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
such  a thing  would  cost  5,000  2.  ? — No,  1 should 
not. 

237.  You  were  asked  questions  with  reference 
to  supplying  refreshment  to  young  men  who 
usually  get  their  dinner  out,  and  that  class  of 
people  : is  there  not  a very  good  supply  of  water 
in  Dublin? — Yes  there  is. 

23a.  And  also  in  .Belfast? — The  water  in  Bel- 
fast is  not,  I believe,  so  good  as  the  water  supply 
in  Dublin. 

239.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  any  grievance 
to  those  people  to  have  to  take  water  at  their 
dinner  one  day  in  the  week  '! — I should  not. 

240.  You  have  spoken  of  extending  the  bond 
fide  traveller  limit  to  six  miles ; do  you  think  it 
might  be  extended  to  10  miles  ?—  I do  not  think 
that  would  be  necessary. 

241.  You  think  that  a man  might  travel  six 
miles  to  obtain  a drink  who  would  not  travel  10 
miles  ? — I think  six  miles  would  be  a fair  limit 
to  fix. 

242.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  county  of  Cavan 
the  houses  were  closed  on  Sunday  before  the 
Act  was  passed  ? — Yes. 

243.  The  question  of  clubs  was  raised  before 
the  Committee ; do  not  you  think  some  means 
might  be  devised  by  which  clubs  on  Sunday 
should  be  closed  for  the  sale  of  drink  except  for 
drinking  with  meals  ? — That  is  to  say,  that  per- 
sons should  be  prevented  from  using  clubs  for 
drink.  I do  not  think  any  restrictions  should  be 
placed  on  members  of  clubs. 

244.  But  why  should  members  of  clubs  use 
drink  very  freely  on  Sundays,  while  the  ordinary 
public-house  drinker  should  not  ? — I think  there 
is  a great  difference  between  drinking  in  a club 
and  drinking  in  a public-house.  In  a club, 
whether  it  is  of  working  men  or  of  the  rich, 
the  supply  of  drink  is  confined  to  members,  and 
any  member  misbehaving  himself  would  be  liable 
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to  be  brought  to  order,  or  to  expulsion,  by  the 
action  of  the  members  themselves.  . 

245.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that  in 
connection  with  our  National  League  in  England 
we  have  had  very  great  complaints  about  the 
^misconduct  of  parties  who  drink  in  clubs  ?— 
That  may  be  the  case  here,  but  England  is  not 
Ireland.  I know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  where  the  public-houses  are 
closed  the  Catholic  clergy  have  established  clubs 
for  young  men,  which  certainly  find  them  some 
proper  means  of  recreation  on  Sundays;  they  have 
newspapers  and  periodicals,  and  the  young  men 
find  in  those  places  some  means  of  amusing  them- 
selves and  improving  their  minds  as  a substitute 
for  the  public-house. 

246.  But  do  they  sell  drink  at  clubs  ? — No. 

247.  In  the  clubs  that  were  foun  ted  by 
Catholic  priests  in  the  small  towns  in  Ireland 
drink  was  not  sold? — No  ; but  I do  not  see  why 
drink  should  not  be  sold  in  the  club  of  the  poor 
man  as  well  as  in  the  club  of  the  rich  man  if  the 
club  is  properly  formed,  but  it  is  not  so  in  the. 
clubs  formed  by  the  Catholic  clergy! 

Mr.  Roumtree, 

248.  You  used  the  expression  that  people  who 
do  not  use  the  public-house  are  not  inconve- 
nienced by  those  who  dn  ; do  not  you  think  that 
remark  would  be  subject  to  modification? — No 
doubt  it  would  be. 

2i9.  That  Sunday  drinking  is  too  often  at- 
tended with  inconvenience  to  those  who  do  not  in- 
dulge in  it  themselves?— No  doubt  it  is  so.  I 
only  give  my  own  experience  of  what  has  been 
reported  to  me  by  the  constabulary,  and  I h.cve 
in  my  mind  my  knowledge  of  Dublin  as  a citizen, 
and  my  knowledge  of  Cork,  Belfast,  Limerick 
and  Waterford;  and  I must  say,  generally  speak- 
ing of  course,  not  speaking  of  the  slums  and  the 
back  parts  of  the  towns,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
people  on  Sundays  is  remarkably  good,  and  I 
think  would  compare  without  any  disadvantage 
to  them  with  the  conduct  of  the  people  in  anv 
town  in  the  United  Kingdom.  That  is  my  ex- 
perience. I know  some  of  the  towns  in  Scotland 
and  England,  and  I have  travelled  a little,  and  I 
give  my  own  personal  observation  derived  from 
walking  about  such  towns  on  Sunday. 

250.  As  I gather,  you  would  wish  to  attach 
some  qualification  to  that  expression  ? — I would, 
because  I should  fancy  that  in  every  town  in  the 
United  Kingdom  there  are  some  irregularities 
carried  on  in  the  slums  and  back  streets ; there  is 
no  doubt  of  it. 

251.  It  was  suggested  that  the  adequate  ad- 
ministration of  the  licensing  laws  could  not  be 
carried  out  when  a portion  of  the  police  force  is 
required  for  other  duties,  but  is  it  the  fact  that 
the  whole  of  the  police  force  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts is  required  to  attend  to  the  licensing 
Acts ; may  it  not  be  the  case  that  if  half  the 
police  force  is  away  there  is  an  abundance  of 
police  left  to  attend  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  the 
licensing  laws? — Certainly,  1 may  say  the  great 
body  of  publicans,  as  a rule,  are  law-abiding  men, 
and  they  afford  the  police  every  assistance  and  do 
not  obstruct  them.  1'here  are  others  who  are 
not  so,  but  the  police  know  perfectly  well 
which  houses  they  ought  more  especially  to 
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look  after ; the  former  require  little  or  no  super- 
vision . 

252.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  protection  of 
the  poor  is  the  chief  object  of  the  clergy  of  whom 
you  have  spoken,  and  that  they  would  be  much 
benefited  by  Sunday  closing  ? — There  is  no  doubt 
that  every  year  the  efforts  of  the  clergy  appear 
to  be  renewed  in  that  regard.  New  temperance 
societies  and  new  branches  are  being  established 
in  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  also  in  the  north 
of  Ireland.  When  I go  out  upon  my  inspec- 
tions I make  frequent  inquiries  upon  that  matter. 

253.  So  that  in  no  invidious  sense  is  theirs  a 
class  action  ? — No,  certainly  not.  I put  the  clergy 
forward  as  representatives  of  the  class  1 referred 
to. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

254.  You  gave  evidence  before  a Committee  in 
1877,  did  you  not? — I did. 

255.  And  you  are  perfectly  familiar  with  the 
circumstances  attending  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  1878? — Yes,  generally  I am. 

256.  Are  you  aware  that  that  Act  was  passed 
by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  Irish 
Members  representing  Galway,  Sligo,  Enniskillen, 
and  all  those  places  ; you  are  aware,  at  all  events, 
that  that  Act  was  passed  through  Parliament 
with  the  overwhelming  consent  of  the  Irish 
Members? — I believe  so. 

257.  Are  you  aware  that  not  a majority 
only,  but  every  Catholic  bishop  in  Ireland,  with 
one  exception,  was  in  favour  of  that  Act? — I am 
aware  that  the  great  majority  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  were. 

258.  Since  the  Act  of  1878  down  to  the  present 
time  have  you  had  knowledge,  outside  the  city 
of  Dublin,  of  a single  public  meeting  which  has 
been  convened  to  protest  against  that  Act,  or  to 
call  for  its  repeal ; bear  in  mind  that  the  Act 
was  passed  with  that  consent  which  I have 
indicated  to  you;  do  you  know  during  those 
10  years  of  a single  public  meeting  which  has 
been  convened  to  protest  against  that  Act? — I 
am  not  aware ; but  there  may  have  been. 

259.  But  you  are  not  aware  of  it  ? — No,  1 am 
not. 

260.  You  have  a general  knowledge  of  all 
Ireland  as  a police  officer? — I have. 

261.  And  you  have  no  knowledge  of  such  a 
demonstration  as  that? — No  ; I should  be  very 
sorry  to  bind  myself  to  such  a length  of  time,  but 
as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes  I am  not  aware  of 
any  such  meeting. 

262.  In  the  course  of  your  cross-examination 
it  was  elicited  from  you  that  the  Act  came  into 
operation  practically  at  the  time  when  the  Sun- 
day meetings  commenced  on  a large  scale  ; the 
Sunday  meetings  practically  commenced  in  1879, 
and  the  Act  came  into  operation  at  the  end  of 
1878  ? — Yes  ; the  1st  of  October  1878. 

263.  As  a matter  of  course  the  police  were,  as 
the  honourable  Member  for  Sligo  says,  drafted 
frequently  to  those  meetings  from  their  own 
stations? — Yes  ; they  were  constantly  drafted  to 
keep  the  peace  whenever  it  was  required. 

264.  Do  you  believe  that  the  licensing  laws, 
especially  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  have  been 
fairly  enforced  notwithstanding  that?  — I am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  licensing  laws  have 
been  fairly  energetically  and  zealously  enforced 
by  the  constabulary  all  through  Ireland. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

265.  And  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  has 
not  been  a severe  tax  upon  them  ? — Not  unduly 
severe. 

266.  Coming  to  the  cities  that  are  exempted, 
you  mentioned  three  classes  who,  in  the  event  of 
total  closing,  you  thought  would  be  hardly  dealt 
with  ? — [ did  not  say  that  they  would  be  hardly 
dealt  with ; I said  inconvenienced, 

267.  Do  you  know  the  city  of  Derry  ? — Yes, 
I do. 

268.  Are  you  aware  that  it  has  a population 
larger  than  that  of  Waterford?— I think  the 
population  is  about  the  same. 

269.  No,  it  is  about  4,000  more  ; but  even 
admitting  it  to  be  same,  has  any  inconvenience 
arisen  in  Derry,  where  the  public-houses  are 
closed  altogether  on  Sunday,  of  which  any  com- 
plaint has  been  made  ? — I am  not  aware  of  that, 
but  will  you  allow  me  to  supplement  my  answer 
by  saying  that  we  must  not  view  the  feelings  of 
the  people  in  the  north  as  regards  Sunday,  as 
we  do  those  in  the  south.  There  is  a very 
strong  Sabbatarian  feeling  in  Derry,  as  there 
is  also  in  Belfast. 

270.  But  you  are  also  aware,  are  you  not,  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Derry  are  Catho- 
lics?—I thought  Protestants  and  Catholics  were 
about  equal. 

271.  My  point  is  this  : even  admitting  Derry 
and  Waterford  to  be  equal  in  population,  in  one 
the  public-houses  are  closed  and  in  the  other  they 
are  not ; the  inconveniences  that  you  fear  in 
Waterford  have  not  arisen  to  your  knowledge  in 
Derry  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

272.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a consider- 
able Irish  population  in  Glasgow  ?— Yes. 

273.  And  that  the  public-houses  in  Glasgow, 
with  the  exception  of  the  hotels,  are  closed  on 
Sundays  ? — Yes. 

274.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  incon- 
venience having  arisen  there  ? — I could  not  speak 
to  that  point  as  regards  Glasgow;  I know  no- 
thing about  it,  except  as  an  ordinary  visitor. 

275.  Do  not  you  consider,  as  regards  that  one 
class  who  consume  beer  at  dinner  in  Ireland  in 
those  large  towns,  that  their  case  could  be  met 
by  a short  period  of  sale  for  consumption  off  the 
premises  ? — Certainly. 

276.  And  that  the  public-houses  need  not  be 
open  for  consumption  on  the  premises  for  them  ? 
— No. 

277.  Have  you  ever  considered  whether  it 
would  be  possible  to  adopt  the  plan  of  having 
two  hours  for  consumption  off  the  premises  ? — I 
have  not,  but  I think  it  would  be  a very  good 
plan  to  meet  the  convenience  of  that  class  of 
pei-sons. 

Mr.  M‘ Donald. 

278.  That  would  apply,  I presume,  not  only 
to  beer  but  to  all  intoxicating  liquors  ? — It 
would. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

279.  You  think  that  in  the  five  exempted 
towns  the  hour  should  be  shortened  on  Saturday 
night  to  nine  o’clock  ? — I think  so,  all  through 
Ireland. 

280.  You  would  think  that  the  hour  should  be 
shortened  in  the  five  exempted  towns  ? — I do  not 
think  it  is  right  to  give  any  opinion  about  Dub- 
lin, but  confining  my  opinion  to  that  part  of 

Ireland 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell — continued. 

Ireland  over  which  I have  jurisdiction  as  a police 
officer,  I think  so. 

281.  You  think  that  the  hours  on  Sunday 
might  be  still  further  curtailed  ? — Yes,  I do. 

282.  Do  you  remember  when  the  public- 
houses  were  open  till  11  o’clock? — Yes. 

283.  Then  in  1872  the  hour  Avas  reduced  to 
nine  o’clock? — Yes. 

284.  Then  in  1879  the  hour  was  reduced  to 
seven  o’clock  ? — Yes,  it  Avas. 

285.  Have  you  heard  any  complaint  of  the 
successive  reductions  ? — I have  heard  of  none. 

280.  And.  you  think  that  the  hours  might  be 
still  further  curtailed? — I expressed  the  opinion 
that  each  tOAvn  should  be  considered  separate^, 
but  if  it  Avere  decided  to  have  the  public-houses 
opened  on  Sunday,  I certainly  consider  the  hours 
I have  mentioned  for  Cork  city  should  be  quite 
sufficient;  that  is  to  say,  from  two  to  five;  three 
hours  Avould  be  ample  for  all  the  tOAvns. 

287.  Coming  to  the  question  of  public  opinion, 
you  told  the  Committee  that  you  Avould  be 
guided  to  a certain  extent  by  the  clergy  ? — To  a 
very  large  extent ; I think  the  clergy  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  independent  and  disinterested. 

288.  Upon  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
Member  (or  Sligo  you  mentioned  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Poor  LaAV  Boards  aud  the  Parlia- 
mentary representatives  as  constituting  another 
element  that  ought  to  be  considered.  Noaa',  taking 
the  Poor  Law  Boards,  you  are  aAvare,  are  you  not, 
that  a very  considerable  number  of  those  avIio  are 
elected  to  the  Poor  Law  Boards  in  Ireland  are 
publicans  themselves? — I am  aware  that  some 
of  them  are. 

289.  They  Avere  not  elected  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  drink  ; neither  the  Members  of  Parliament, 
nor  the  members  of  corporations,  nor  the  members 
of  Poor  Law  Boards  Avere  elected  for  that  purpose? 
—No. 

290.  Noav  taking  them  as  they  stand  with  the 
A'ery  large  publican  element  on  all  those  boards  ? 
— I am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  there  is  a 
very  large  publican  element  upon  all  those 
boards,  but  l knoAv  there  is  some.  When  I ex- 
pressed the  v'icav  that  the  opinion  of  that  class  of 
persons  should  be  considered,  I look  upon  those 
as  public  men  and  representatives  of  the  public, 
therefore  I think  their  opinion  should  not  be 
ignored. 

291.  I ask  you  whether,  as  a matter  of  fact, 
the  corporations  and  the  poor  laAV  boards  did  not 
in  1878  petition  for  this  Act,  and  have  never 
petitioned  against  it  since? — You  are  charging 
my  memory  very  extensively  ; you  may  be  per- 
fectly right  but  I cannot  answer  that  question. 

292.  Noav  coming  to  the  non-exempted  parts 
subject  to  total  closing  on  Sunday  ; you  say  that 
the  police  authorities  all  over  the  country  are  in 
favour  of  the  continuation  of  the  Act? — Yes, 
they  have  reported  to  me  to  that  effect  not  only 
as  expressing  their  own  opinion  but  as  being  the 
opinion  of  the  public. 

293.  Aud  your  opinion  is  in  the  same  direction 
with  certain  exceptions  Avhich  you  have  specified  ? 

- - Yes. 

294.  Now  I come  to  the  bond  Jide  traveller; 
it  is  the  habit  of  the  magistrates  I believe  simply 
to  look  to  the  mileage  travelled  in  deciding  the 
bond  fide  traveller  difficulty? — I think  that  is 
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the  case. 

295.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Mooney’s 
case  at  Clontarf,  decided  in  the  Queen’s  Bench 
by  Mr.  J ustice  Fitzgerald  ? — I do  not  recollect 
it  noAv. 

296.  That  is  however  the  habit  of  the  magis- 
trates ? — That  is  so  ; that  is  the  general  practice 
so  far  as  I knoAv ; you  will  have  a very  excell  ent 
magistrate  before  the  Committee  to  give  evidence 
upon  the  point,  namely,  Air.  Gardiner,  who  has 
experience  both  of  Cork  city  and  Belfast. 

297.  You  are  in  favour  of  a distinct  form  of 
license,  and  under  that  license  you  Avould  raise 
the  standard  of  bond  fide  travellers  to  six  miles  ? 
— I Avould. 

298.  Would  you  charge  more  for  that  license  ? 
—There  should  be  a certain  rate  for  it,  depend- 
ing to  a certain  extent  upon  the  valuation  of  the 
house ; I would  not  like  to  make  the  license  too 
expensive  so  as  to  make  the  inn  expensive,  and 
thereby  raise  the  prices  upon  poor  travellers, 
and  I Avould  consider  the  question  also  Avhether 
a valuation  should  be  attached  to  such  houses ; 
but  the  Committee  Avould  probably  be  better 
able  than  myself  to  say  Avhether  or  not  it  Avould 
be  advisable  to  attach  a valuation  to  such  a 
house. 

Chairman. 

299.  What  do  you  mean  by  attaching  valu- 
ation ? — Requiring  that  the  house  set  apart  as 
a hotel  or  inn  should  have  a minimum  valuation, 
A’arying  according  to  the  population,  so  as  to 
ensure  that  the  house  Avas  of  a good  class.  I do 
not  know  whether  they  have  any  A'aluation  in 
Scotland,  but  I should  like  to  have  the  valuation 
not  too  high,  because  I should  not  Avish  to 
close  respectable  inns  Avhich  might  not  have  a 
very  high  valuation. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 

300.  Noav  Avith  reference  to  Saturday  in  the 
country,  do  not  you  knoAv  that  in  the  rural  parts 
as  distinguished  from  the  towns,  the  public- 
houses  are  generally  closed  by  nine  o’clock  on 
Saturday  nights? — All  shops  are  usually  closed 
at  that  time. 

301.  You  think  that  no  hardship  Avould  arise 
there?— I think  that  no  hardship  would  arise. 

302.  And  you  think  that  in  all  the  small  toAvns 
that  should  apply  ? — Outside  Dublin.  . I Avould 
make  no  exception  ; that  is  to  say  all  houses  out- 
side Dublin  in  which  intoxicating  liquors  are 
sold  I consider  ought  to  be  closed  at  nine  o’clock 
on  Saturday  night.  I do  not  Avish  to  speak  about 
Dublin  because  it  is  not  Avithin  my  jurisdiction. 

303.  Is  Milltown  near  Dublin  Avithin  your 
jurisdiction  ?—  Partly. 

304.  How  far  is  AlilltOAvn  from  Dublin? — It 
is  under  three  miles. 

305.  Are  you  aAvare  of  bond  Jide  travellers  re- 
sorting to  Milltown  in  the  forenoon  before  the 
public-houses  in  Dublin  are  open? — I do  not 
knoAv  that,  but  I know  that  they  do  to  Dolly- 
mount  and  to  Dundrum ; my  inquiries  at  those 
places  brought  it  under  my  notice. 

306.  Do  you  knoAv  a single  bogus  club  in  Ire- 
land as  the  result  of  this  Act  ?-^I  am  not  aware 
of  any. 

307.  If  they  Avere  in  existence  upon  a large 
scale  I suppose  you  Avould  know  of  it? — If  they 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
existed  to  any  extent  I would,  but  there  might 
be  a few  without  my  being  aware  of  it. 

308.  Do  you  think  that  to  take  beer  home  to 
a family  and  consume  it  at  home  is  a means  of 
demoralising  the  people? — l think  not.  I am 
afraid  a great  many  ot  us  would  be  demoralising 
our  families  if  that  were  the  case. 

309.  As  regards  illicit  sale  by  publicans  in 
violation  of  the  law,  which  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  called  the  “ back-door  trade,”  you 
do  not  think  it  has  been  carried  on  upon  a large 
scale  ; in  fact  you  think  the  publicans  are  much 
too  respectable  as  a body  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind  ? — I do,  as  a body. 

310.  You  would  rather  resent  such  an  impu- 
tation upon  them  ? — 1 would,  but  it  has  been 
mentioned  to  me,  as  you  ask  the  question,  that 
that  has  been  the  case  in  some  instances. 

311.  The  illicit  sale  you  referred  to  in  your 
first  evidence,  in  answer  to  the  Chairman,  was 
with  regard  to  unlicensed  houses  ? — Y es,  shebeen 
houses. 

312.  Your  opinion  is  that  the  shebeen  houses 
and  the  unlicensed  houses,  say  during  the  ten 
years  the  Act  has  been  in  operation,  are  not  a 
serious  evil  which  could  not  be  grappled  with  ? — 
No;  that  is  my  opinion. 

313.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  serious 
drinking  in  canteens  and  on  board  packet  boats? 
— I have  no  knowledge  of  drinking  in  canteens ; 


Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell — continued, 
there  is  a canteen  in  the  constabulary  depot; 
that  is  the  only  canteen  the  working  of  which  I 
have  knowledge. 

314.  Is  that  canteen  in  the  constabulary 
depot  resorted  to  by  people  upon  Sunday 
morning  in  order  to  break  the  law  and  obtain 
drink  surreptitiously? — No,  it  would  not  be  per- 
mitted ; moreover  you  can  only  get  beer  there. 

315.  And  you  give  it  in  evidence  that  every 
county  inspector  in  Ireland  is  in  favour  of  the 
Act  ? — They  have  all  reported  favourably  of  it. 

316.  Taking  railway  stations  ; you  are  a citizen 
of  Dublin  ; have  you  ever  observed  the  railway 
station  at  Harcourt -street  upon  Sunday  night  ? 
— I have  travelled  occasionally  by  Harcourt- 
streetupon  a Sunday  night. 

317.  Are  you  aware  that  there  have  been  very 
considerable  complaints  regarding  that  station  ? 
—No. 

318.  Does  Bray  come  within  your  jurisdiction  ? 
■ — Yes,  it  does. 

319.  Do  you  know  anything  of  Bray  ? — Yes, 
I do. 

320.  And  have  you  heard  no  complaints  as  to 
that? — I have  not. 

321.  Have  you  no  knowledge  of  any  prosecu- 
tions?— No,  that  would  not  come  under  my  know- 
ledge ; that  would  be  too  local  to  come  before 
me. 
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Thursday,  12 th  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Biggar, 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Lea. 


Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair.  ' 


Mr.  David  Harrel,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

322.  What  position  do  you  now  hold  in  the 
Dublin  Metropolitan  Police? — I am  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police. 

323.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? — 
Upwards  of  five  years. 

324.  Before  you  were  appointed  to  that  posi- 
tion you  were  in  the  constabulary,  were  you  not  ? 
— For  three  years,  before  I came  to  Dublin  as 
Commissioner,  I was  resident  magistrate  in  the 
counties  of  Mayo,  Sligo,  and  Roscommon. 

325.  Before  then  in  what  position  were  you? 
— Before  that  I was  an  officer  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  in  Belfast. 

326.  You  were  examined,  were  you  not,  before 
the  Committee  in  1877,  and  at  that  time  I think 
you  held  the  position  of  sub-inspector  of  consta- 
bulary?— Yes. 

327.  And  were  you  stationed  at  Belfast  ? — 
Yes. 

328.  How  long  altogether  were  you  stationed 
at  Belfast  ? — Between  seven  and  eight  years. 

329.  In  those  various  capacities  I presume 
you  have  watched  from  time  to  time  the  working 
of  the  liquor  laws  in  Ireland,  and  given  some 
attention  to  the  subject  ? — I have. 

330.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  with  re- 
ference to  the  exempted  Dublin  district  what  is 
the  area  of  that  district  ? — Perhaps  I should  first 
say  that  the  Dublin  district  is  composed  of 
Dublin  city  proper  and  a number  of  townships 
adjoining,  each  possessing  its  own  municipal 
governing  body,  and  there  is  also  another  portion 
called  the  rural  division,  which  is  neither  a por- 
tion of  the  city  nor  does  if  belong  to  any  town- 
ship. 

331.  Could  you  mention  the  townships  to 
which  you  refer  which  have  each  a governing 
body  ? — The  townships  of  Rathmines  and  Rath- 
gar,  Pembroke,  Blackrock,  Kingstown,  Dalkey, 
Kilmainham,  and  portions  of  Killiney  and  Bally- 
brack.  and  a portion  of  Drumeondra. 

332.  What  are  the  rural  districts  which  you 
refer  to? — The  rural  districts  are  Stillorgan, 
Dean’s  Grange,  Newtown  Park,  Kill-o’-Grange, 
part  of  Foxrock,  Chapelizod,  a portion  of  Glas- 
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nevin,  Crumlin,  Terenure,  Templeogue,  and 
Castleknock. 

333.  That  is  the  Dublin  metropolitan  police 
district  ? — Yes. 

334.  And  the  entire  of  that  is  exempted  from 
the  Act  ? — The  entire  of  that  is  exempt,  rural  as 
well  as  townships,  and  the  city. 

335.  In  fact,  the  whole  of  the  Dublin  metro- 
politan district  is  exempt  ?— Quite  so. 

336.  Could  you  mention  roughly  the  area 
of  the  district  ? — The  area  of  the  entire  district 
is  20,580  statute  acres,  or  about  32  square  miles. 

337.  Have  you  calculated  about  what  area 
there  is  within  the  city  boundary  ?— I have. 
The  area  within  the  city  boundary  is  3,808  acres, 
or  six  square  miles. 

338.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  the  popula- 
tion of  the  entire  exempted  district,  that  is  to 
say,  the  Dublin  metropolitan  police  district,  at 
the  last  census  ? — I can.  The  population  of  the 
entire  district  was  349,648  in  1881. 

339.  Roughly  speaking,  what  do  you  estimate 
as  being  the  increase  since  then  ? — 1 should  say 
that  the  population  has  increased  in  that  time 
from  10,000  to  15,000. 

340.  Then  we  may  take  it  as  over  360,000  ? — 
Yes;  nearly  370,000  I should  say. 

341.  How  much  of  that  is  the  population  of 
the  city? — The  population  of  the  city  at  the 
time  of  the  last  census,  1881,  was  249,602. 

342.  What  is -the  strength  of  the,Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police  Force  for  the  whole  district? 
— 1,213  of  all  ranks. 

343.  There  are  various  police  divisions,  are 
there  not? — Yes ; there  are  seven  police  divisions. 

344.  Plow  many  licensed  publicans  are  there 
in  the  entire  exempted  district? — There  are 
943  of  all  classes.  I am  taking  the  publicans  first. 

345.  Can  you  say  how  many  of  those  943  are 
in  the  city  proper? — 732. 

346.  There  are  certain  townships  whose  popu- 
lation is  over  5,000 ; could  you  mention  those  to 
the  Committee  ? — They  are  all  over  5,000 
excepting  Kilmainham,  Drumeondra,  Killiney, 
Ballvbrack  and  Dalkey. 

u 2 347.  How 
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Chairman — continued. 

347.  How  many  of  those  943  licensed  publi- 
cans are  in  townships  of  which  the  population  is 
over  5,000?— 164. 

348.  How  many  are  there  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  district  ? — 47  ; that  is  in  the  rural  division, 
where  the  population  is  under  5,000. 

349.  The  Committee  are  aware  that  the  publi- 
can’s license  may  be  either  a seven-day  license 
or  a six-day  license,  or  a seven-day  early  closing 
license  or  a six-day  early  closing  license  ; would 
you  divide  those  943  into  the  different  classes; 
how  many  ordinary  seven-day  licenses  are  there? 
— There  are  880  seven-day  licenses  in  the  whole 
district ; that  is  to  say,  of  the  943, 880  are  seven- 
day  licenses. 

350.  How  many  six-day  licenses  are  there? — 
There  are  60. 

351.  How  many  six-day  early  closing  licenses 
are  there  ? — Three. 

352.  Are  there  any  seven-day  early  closing 
licenses? — No,  not  one. 

353.  Asa  matter  of  fact,  do  all  the  publicans 
who  hold  ordinary  seven-day  licenses  open  their 
establishments  on  Sunday  ? — They  do  not.  23 
holders  of  seven-day  licenses  do  not  open  on 
Sunday  at  all;  they  close  voluntarily,  and  those 
are  all  in  the  city.  They  are  licenses  held  by 
large  grocers  for  the  purpose  of  trade  con- 
venience. 

354.  How  many  licensed  spirit  grocers  are 
there  in  the  entire  exempted  district? — There 
are  247  spirit  grocers. 

355.  How  many  are  there  holding  a beer 
retailer’s  license  ? — 308. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

356.  That  includes  spirit  grocers  as  well,  does 
it  not? — Yes.  There  are  combined  licenses,  and 
then  there  are  others  having  a separate  license. 

357.  Does  the  308  include  the  247  ? — It  does 
not  include  them  all;  it  includes  within  11  of 
them.  I will  give  it  to  you  in  another  way : 
there  are  236  who  have  a spirit  grocer’s  license 
and  a beer  dealer’s  license  combined,  and  there 
are  72  who  have  a beer  dealer’s  license  only,  and 
11  who  have  a spirit  grocer’s  license  only.  I 
think  you  will  find  that  my  figures  are  correct. 

M r.  Theodore  Fry. 

358.  Those  are  all  in  addition,  I presume,  to 
the  943  ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

359.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  what 
is  known  by  an  exemption  order? — An  exemption 
order  in  the  metropolitan  police  district  is 
granted  by  the  Commissioners  of  Police  where 
it  is  represented  to  them,  and  where  they  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  opening  of  public- 
houses  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  attend- 
ing markets,  or  pursuing  their  lawful  calling,  is 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public  at  hours 
other  than  those  at  which  licensed  houses  are 
permitted  to  be  open. 

360.  I suppose  that  the  exemption  order  is  for 
early,  not  for  late  hours  ? — The  only  hours  pro- 
hibited are  between  1 and  2 o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  the  exemption  order  is  only  granted 
as  a matter  of  public  necessity  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Police. 


Chairman — continued. 

361.  How  many  publicans  in  Dublin,  in  the 
exempted  district,  hold  exemption  orders? — 
24  in  all. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

362.  That  is  regulated,  is  it  not,  by  statute  ? 
— Yes,  the  granting  of  exemption  orders  is 
regulated  by  statute. 

Chairman. 

363.  Would  you  explain  to  the  Committee 
how  those  orders  are  granted  and  how  they  are 
renewed  ? — There  is  no  renewal. 

364.  For  what  time  do  they  operate? — Until 
they  are  withdrawn. 

365.  Is  there  any  particular  period  of  the  year 
in  which  they  are  applied  for  ? — No ; they  are 
granted  at  any  time. 

366.  What  body  grants  them ; is  there  any 
certificate  of  the  magistrate  required? — Notin  the 
metropolitan  police  district  where  the  authority 
is  vested  in  the  Commissioners  of  Police.  Out- 
side in  the  other  parts  of  Ireland  the  authority  is 
vested  in  two  magistrates  in  petty  sessions. 

367.  Before  granting  those  exemption;  orders 
is  any  notice  given  to  the  persons  interested,  or 
is  the  order  granted  upon  the  application  of  the 
publican  in  question  ? — It  is  granted  upon  the 
application  of  the  publican. 

368.  And  without  public  notice  ?— Yes,  with- 
out public  notice.  I would  just  refer  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  section.  I have  given  substan- 
tially the  terms  of  the  Act,  but  I will  just  quote 
the  Act  and  the  section  ; it  is  the  37  & 38  Viet, 
c.  69,  s.  1 1 ; that  is  the  section  which  governs  the 
granting  of  exemption  orders. 

. 369-  Those,  as  I understand,  are  granted  prin- 
cipally, if  not  exclusively,  in  connection  with 
markets  and  printing  establishments,  are  they  not?- 
Exclusivcly  to  persons  in  connection  with  markets. 
The  24  are  in  all  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
markets  and  docks.  There  are  none  now  in  con- 
nection with  any  other  persons,  whose  necessities 
bring  them  out  at  early  hours  in  pursuit  of  then- 
lawful  calling. 

370.  With  regard  to  the  other  remaining 
classes  of  licenses,  of  the  refreshment-house  wine 
licenses,  how  many  of  those  are  held  in  the  ex- 
empted district? — 25. 

371.  Have  you  prepared  an  annual  return 
showing  the  number  of  Sunday  arrests  for  drunk- 
enness, and  drunkenness  combined  with  any  other 
offenqe  ? — Yes,  I have  prepared  a Return  for  the 
14  years  ending  the  30th  of  September  1887 
( delivering  in  the  same). 

372.  These  figures  are  prepared  up  to  this 
date,  on  account  of  the  date  of  the  passing  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  are  they  not  ? — Quite 
so.  It  was  in  accordance  with  your  request  be- 
fore the  Committee  sat  on  the  first  day. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

373.  The  Sunday  Closing  Act  came  into  ope- 
ration on  the  13th  of  October  1878,  did  it  not? 
— Yes  ; but  practically  we  have  counted  from 
the  1st  of  October,  in  order  that  there  may  not 
be  a broken  month. 

374.  This  is  a return  showing  the  number  of 
arrests  on  Sundays  for  drunkenness,  or  drunk- 
enness combined  with  any  other  offence,  and 

also 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
also  the  number  of  convictions  for  the  under- 
mentioned years,  those  undermentioned  years 
being  from  1874  to  1887,  the  arrests  being  given 
from  8 a.m.  on  Sundays  to  8 a.m.  on  Mondays  for 
the  year  ended  the  30th  of  September  in  each 
case,  and  I find  that  in  the  year  1874  the  total 
number  of  arrests  is  1,662,  and  the  total  number 
of  convictions  1,662? — Yes.  When  the  question 
is  asked  about  convictions,  I should  say  that  a 
caution  and  discharge  on  Monday  morning  is 
recorded  as  a conviction.  In  most  instances  the 
person  lias  been  already  many  hours  in  custody, 
and  practically  the  case  is  disposed  of.  There 
is  no  alternative  left  but  to  record  it  as  a 
conviction,  unless  the  man  gets  bail;  and  that 
does  not  often  take  place. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

375.  Are  those  cases  of  drunkenness  only  ? — 
No,  of  drunkenness  combined  with  some  other 
offence. 

Chairman. 

376.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  the 
different  classes  of  arrest? — First,  simply 
drunkenness  or  incapably  drunk  ; then  drunk  and 
disorderly,  and  then  drunkenness  combined  with 
a trifling  assault  or  some  other  minor  offence.  I 
am  now  explaining  what  is  comprised  in  those 
figures  in  that  Return. 

377 . Those  are  cases  appearing  on  the  charge- 
sheet? — Yes. 

378.  Are  there  any  other  classes? — No,  but  if 
a very  serious  offence  was  committed  by  a man 
when  drunk,  or  if  a very  aggravated  assault  were 
committed,  the  drunkenness  would  be  sunk,  and 
it  would  be  dealt  with  as  an  assault,  and  would 
not  appear  in  the  Return. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

379.  In  fact  those  are  cases  of  drunkenness 
and  minor  offences? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

380.  Would  it  not  be  more  properly  described 
as  “ drunk,”  and  “drunk  and  disorderly”  ? — Yes, 
that  is  what  it  practically  is. 

Chairman. 

381.  The  gravamen  of  the  charge  was  drunk- 
enness, and  there  was  incidental  disorder  ? — Yes. 

382.  Will  you  give  the  numbers  in  the  return  ? 
—In  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  September  1875, 
it  appears  that  there  were  1,592  arrests,  and 
1,592  convictions.  In  1876  there  were  1,587 
arrests,  and  1,587  convictions.  In  1887,  1,558 
arrests  and  1,558  convictions.  In  1878  there 
were  1,820  arrests,  and  1,818  convictions.  In 
1879  there  were  1,355  arrests,  and  1,352  con- 
victions. In  1880  there  were  1,020  arrests,  and 
1,018  convictions.  In  1881  there  were  973 
arrests,  and  973  convictions.  In  1882  there  were 
810  arrests  and  810  convictions.  In  1883  there 
were  784  arrests  and  784  convictions.  In  1884 
there  were  938  arrests  and  937  convictions.  In 
1885  there  were  1,022  arrests  and  1,022  convic- 
tions. In  1886  there  were  1,146  arrests  and 
1,146  convictions.  In  1887  there  were  1,285 
arrests  and  1,285  convictions. 

383.  Have  you  prepared  a return  showing  the 
total  number  of  arrests  for  like  offences  for  each 

0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

year  during  14  years,  brought  up  to  the  31st  of 
December  1887  ?— I ha (delivering  in  the  same.) 
ihe  return  gives  the  total  number  of  arrests 
on  every  day  of  the  week  including  Sundav.  It 
is  the  same  thing,  because  although  there  are 
three  months  difference,  the  practical  result  is 
the  same. 

384.  The  period  is  the  same,  only  that  it  is 
calculated  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st 
of  December  ?— Yes.  It  was  for  this  period  that 
those  returns  were  taken  from  the  annual  statis- 
tical tables,  and  those  are  undeniably  correct.  I 
mean  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  them. 
Ihe  returns  ascertained  in  another  way  since 
1878.  are  correct,  but  before  1878  in  one  of  the 
divisions  there  was  a mishap  to  some  of  the  docu- 
ments, and  the  result,  although  differently  pre- 
pared, would  be  approximately  correct ; still,  I 
could  not  say  absolutely  to  a figure  that  they  are 
correct,  but  what  I now  give  you  is  undeniably 
accurate. 

385.  Are  you  in  a position  to  say  that  from 

1878  to  1887,  the  first  Return  that  you  gave  us 
is  absolutely  correct  ? —Yes,  absolutely  correct. 

386.  What  period  is  covered  by  this  mishap  to 
which  you  have  referred?— Up  to  1877,  but  that 
only  affected  one  division. 

387.  From  what  period  up  to  1877  ?— For  the 
entire  period  in  one  division  of  the  city. 

388.  What  proportion  would  thatdivisiou  bear 
roughly  to  the  whole? — One-sixth.  I should 
explain  to  the  Committee  that  in  computing  the 
number  of  Sunday  arrests  for  the  division  in  which 
the  documents  were  missing  I did  it  as  nearly  as 
possible  by  an  average, taking  into  account  also  the 
figures  that  are  contained  in  the  statistical  tables. 

389.  This  is  a Return  for  the  whole  week,  in- 
cluding  Sunday,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
of  December  for  the  same  period  ? — Yes. 

.390..  Will  you  give  the  figures  to  the  Com- 
mittee?— In  the  year  1874  there  were  13,810 
arrests,  and  13,785  convictions.  In  the  year 
1875  there  were  13,346  arrests,  and  13,311  con- 
victions. In  1876  there  were  12,702  arrests,  and 
12,662  convictions.  In  1877  there  were  14,615 
arrests,  and  14,585  convictions.  In  1878  there 
were  17,018  arrests,  and  16,980  convictions.  In 

1879  there  were  13,524  arrests,  and  13,473  con- 
victions. In  1880  there  were  10,138  arrests,  and 
10,103  convictions.  In  1881  there  were  9,481 
arrests,  and  9,455  convictions.  In  1882  there 
were  7,539  arrests,  and  7,519  convictions.  In 
1.883  there  were  8,997  arrests,  and  8,983  convic- 
tions. In  1884  there  were  10,082  arrests,  and 
10,049  convictions.  In  1885  there  were  11,813 
arrests,  and  11,747  convictions.  In  1886  there 
were  12,699  arrests,  and  12,624  convictions.  In 
1887  there  were  13,272  arrests,  and  13,235  con- 
victions. 

391.  Have  you  prepared  a return  showing  for 
the  last  10  years  the  number  of  arrests  on  Satur- 
days and  Sundays  respectively? — I have. 

392.  Will  you  hand  in  that  Return  ?— Yes 
{delivering  in  the  same).  I should  say  that  a part 
of  the  figures  contained  in  the  Return  now  in  your 
hand  were  given  to  the  House  of  Commons  for 
bunday,  and  I thought,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
parison, that  I would  try  and  get  the  same  thing 
for  baturday,  getting  it  up  to  date  as  far  back  a° 

1 could,  and  that  is  the  result. 

03  • 393.  This 
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Chairman — continued. 

393.  This  return  goes  back,  does  it  not,  for  10 
years? — Yes,  it  is  from  certain  periods  in  the 
month  of  April  to  April  again,  or  May  as  the 
case  may  be.  This  is  to  include  52  Sundays 
only,  and  that  is  how  tbe  computation  is  made. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

394.  How  does  this  differ  from  the  previous 
one? — This  one  is  for  Saturday  and  Sunday 
separately. 

395.  Does  this  return  give  the  figures  for 
Saturday  alone  and  Sunday  alone  ? — Yes. 

396.  How  do  these  Sunday  figures  differ  from 
the  Sunday  which  we  have  already  had? — The 
difference  is  in  this  way,  it  is  for  a different 
period.  This  is  a return  showing  “ the  number 
of  arrests  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  for  drunk- 
enness, or  for  drunkenness  combined  with 
any  other  offence,  during  the  undermentioned 
periods.” 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

397.  Do  you  mean  the  arrests  for  Sundays  to 
be  continued  up  to  8 o’clock  on  Monday  morning, 
and  from  what  hour  ? — The  Sunday  arrests  are 
counted  from  eight  on  Sunday  morning  until  eight 
on  Monday  morning.  The  Saturday  arrests  are 
counted  for  the  same  period,  from  eight  on  Satur- 
day morning  until  eight  on  Sunday  morning. 

Chairman. 

398.  The  period  of  the  day  is  the  same  as  the 
period  in  the  other  return  ? — Yes,  it  is  the  same  as 
the  period  in  the  other  return.  I should  say  that 
it  increases  the  number  of  figures  very  consider- 
ably to  give  not  only  the  arrests  but  the  convictions. 
The  first  year  is  calculated  from  the  22nd  of 
April  1877  to  the  14th  of  April  1878  ; that  gives 
52  Sundays.  The  arrests  for  that  year  would  be 
for  the  Sunday  1,829,  and  the  convictions  1,828. 
For  that  year  the  arrests  on  the  Saturday  were 
5,244,  and  the  convictions  5,225.  In  the  year 
beginning  the  21st  of  April  1878,  and  ending 
the  13th  of  April  1879,  the  Sunday  arrests  were 
1,726,  and  the  convictions  1,723  ; and  the  Satur- 
day arrests  wer  5,510,  and  the  convictions  5,493. 
In  the  year  beginning  the  20th  of  April  1879, 
and  ending  the  25th  of  April  1880,  the  Sunday 
arrests  were  1,274,  and  the  Sunday  convictions 
1,274  ; and  the  Saturday  arrests  were  4,571,  and 
the  convictions  4,551.  In  the  year  beginning 
the  2nd  of  May  1880,  and  ending  the  24th  of 
April  1881,  the  Sunday  arrests  were  929,  and 
the  convictions  the  same  figure ; and  the  Saturday 
arrests  were  3,811,  and  the  convictions  3,796. 
In  the  year  beginning  the  1st  of  May  1881,  and 
ending  the  30th  of  April  1882,  the  Sunday  arrests 
were  858,  and  the  convictions  the  same  figure; 
and  the  Saturday  arrests  were  3,480,  and  the 
convictions  3,466.  In  the  year  beginning  the 
7tli  of  May  1882,  and  ending  the  29th  of  April 
1883,  the  Sunday  arrests  were  575,  and  the  con- 
victions the  same  figure  ; and  the  Saturday 
arrests  were  2,317,  and  the  convictions  2,305. 
In  the  year  beginning  the  6th  of  May  1883,  and 
ending  the  27th  of  April  1884,  the  Sunday 
arrests  wc-re  948,  and  the  convictions  947  ; the 
Saturday  arrests  were  3,434,  and  the  convictions 
3,417.  In  the  year  beginning  the  4th  of  May 


Chairman — continued. 

1884,  and  ending  the  26th  of  April  1885,  the 
Sunday  arrests  were  844,  and  the  convictions 
844  ; the  Saturday  arrests  were  3,453,  and  the 
convictions  3,433.  In  the  year  beginning  the 
3rd  of  iVlay  1885,  and  ending  the  25th  of  April 
1886,  the  Sunday  arrests,  were  1,092,  and  the 
convictions  the  same  figure ; the  Saturday  arrests 
were  4,073,  and  the  convictions  4,045.  In  the 
year  beginning  the  1st  of  May  1886,  and  ending 
the  30th  of  April  1887,  the  Sunday  arrests  were 
1,201,  and  the  convictions  the  same  number  ; 
the  Saturday  arrests  were  4,367,  and  the  convic- 
tions, 4,348. 

399.  Do  you  consider  that  those  figures  will 
show  from  time  to  time  the  state  of  the  district  as 
to  drunkenness  for  that  period,  or  are  there  any 
other  elements  which  may  have  operated  upon 
those  figures? — I cannot  say  that  I regard  the 
figures  as  exactly  indicating,  perhaps,  the  state 
of  drunkenness  during  that  period.  It  will  be 
observed  by  the  Committee  that  we  touched  the 
bottom,  as  it  were,  as  regards  the  minimum  arrests 
about  the  year  1881-82.  There  were  causes  and 
influences  at  work  at  that  time  which  might 
affect  the  number  of  arrests  very  materially. 
There  was  agreat  deal  of  excitement  in  every  part 
of  Ireland,  and  a very  great  deal  of  excitement 
in  Dublin,  and  no  doubt  that  influenced  the 
freedom  with  which  the  people  go  about  in  town 
and  country,  and  there  were  fewer  people  on  the 
streets,  and  there  was  less  drunkenness;  but  I 
do  not  know  what  the  condition  of  affairs  was  in 
their  own  bouses ; I mean  to  convey  that  at  one 
portion  of  that  time  people  were  apprehensive  of 
being  out  at  night,  and  then  again  the  police  had 
onerous  duties  to  discharge  during  those  years. 
I do  not  say  that  they  prosecuted  persons  for 
minor  offences  to  such  an  extent,  perhaps,  as 
probably  they  would  do  in  ordinary  times. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

400.  The  latter  reason,  you  think,  is  the  pri- 
mary one  for  the  fewer  number  of  arrests,  that  is 
to  say,  the  police  having  exti’a  duty  ? — I do  not 
say  so.  I think  it  is  one  ingredient;  but  I do 
not  mean  to  say  the  primary  one. 

401.  You  think  that  it  very  materially  in- 
fluenced it? — To  some  extent  it  did,  no  doubt. 
I am  bound  to  say  that  I think  also  tiiat  the 
standard  of  good  order  in  Dublin  is  pi’etty  high. 
I do  not  mean  to  say  that  every  man  who  is  drunk 
is  arrested,  but  I think  where  drunkenness  is 
combined  with  disorder  very  few  escape  with 
impunity. 

Chairman. 

402.  That  is  to  say,  you  think,  if  I understand 
you,  that  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness 
in  Dublin  fairly  represents  the  state  of  Dublin 
as  regards  drunkenness  ? — Quite  so  ; I think  it 
does  at  present. 

403.  Over  what  period  would  you  say  that 
that  observation  more  particularly  applied  when 
you  say  “ at  present  ” ? — I think  any  time  after 
the  year  1883. 

Mr.  Lea. 

404.  Is  there  any  particular  cause  to  which 
you  attribute  the  large  increase  in  drunkenness 

in 
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in  1878,  when  the  arrests  rose  to  1,829? — No; 
save  this,  that  in  the  year  1877-78  a Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  inquired  into  the 
whole  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  drink- 
ing, and  naturally  that  attracted  attention  to  the 
figures ; and  it  would  give  a certain  impetus  to 
the  police  action  as  regards  making  persons  amen- 
able for  drunkenness.  I do  not  say  that  it  was 
so ; I give  that  as  one  explanation. 

Chairman. 

405.  Will  you  mention  to  the  Committee 
shortly  what  has  been  the  state  of  the  law  as  to 
the  hours  of  closing  in  the  metropolitan  district, 
and  what  are  the  present  hours  on  ordinary 
days? — The  present  hours  on  week-days  in  all 
portions  of  the  city  and  the  townships  of  over 
5,000  are  these  : the  public-houses  open  at  seven 
o’clock  in  the  morning  and  close  at  11  o’clock 
at  night.  In  the  portions  of  the  district  where 
the  population  does  not  exceed  5,000  the  closing 
hour  on  week-days  is  10  o’clock  at  night.  On 
Sunday  the  hours  are  uniform,  whether  the  popu- 
lation is  under  or  above  5,000,  namely,  from  two 
o’clock  till  seven  o’clock. 

406.  When  was  that  seven  o’clock  limit  im- 
posed ? — On  the  13th  of  October  1878. 

407.  What  was  the  limit  before  that  time  ? — 
From  two  to  nine- 

408.  Therefore  it  was  shortened  by  two  hours 
in  1878? — Yes. 

409.  Do  you,  so  far  as  your  own  knowledge 
goes,  consider  that  the  shortening  of  the  hours 
on  Sundays  had  any  effect  upon  the  illicit  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquor  ? — I cannot  say  that  I think 
it  had. 

410.  Does  the  illicit  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor 
prevail  to  any  considerable  extent  in  the  Dublin 
metropolitan  district  ? — I would  say  that  it  is  not 
formidable.  The  last  statistics  show  that  188 
houses  in  the  Dublin  metropolitan  police  district 
are  regarded  by  the  police  as  being  places  where 
illicit  sales  may  probably  be  expected  to  take 
place. 

411.  We  may  take  it  that,  when  you  speak  of 
Dublin,  unless  you  mention  to  the  contrary,  you 
mean  the  exempted  district? — Yes:  I mean 
the  whole  of  the  district,  unless  I distinguish 
the  townships. 

412.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  what  class 
of  houses,  as  a rule,  those  188  consist  of;  are 
they  licensed  premises  in  which  illicit  selling  is 
carried  on,  or  are  they  unlicensed  premises  in 
which  absolutely  illegal  traffic  is  carried  on  ?— 
— When  I speak  of  illicit  traffic,  I mean 
shebeening  with  no  license  for  the  sale  of 
liquor  at  all. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

413.  Would  you  include  houses  of  ill-fame  in 
that  category  ? — I would,  certainly. 


Chairman — continued. 

the  possession  of  liquor  by  the  people  of  the 
house. 

415.  Are  the  majority  of  illicit  houses  small 
shops,  or  what  class  of  houses  are  they  ? — The 
shebeening  is  not  carried  on  in  Dublin  in 
houses  where  it  is  well  known  that  you  could 
go  and  get  drink  every  night  in  the  week,  or 
even  every  Saturday  night.  The  practice  is  that 
a room  which  is  generally  in  a greengrocer’s,  or 
in  a very  small  shop  in  a back  street,  is  taken 
for  the  night,  and  immediately  it  becomes  known 
in  the  neighbourhood  that  in  that  room  drink  is 
to  be  had,  usually  porter,  perhaps  draught  porter 
or  perhaps  bottled  porter.  Very  often  the  per- 
son who  is  doing  the  business  is  not  the  proprietor 
of  the  room  at  all.  The  owner  of  the  room  gets 
a consideration  for  the  use  of  it  for  the  night. 
The  man  rents  it  for  the  night  for  the  sale  of  ale 
or  porter,  or  whatever  it  may  be ; and  although 
there  are  rooms  which  are  known  to  be  con- 
stantly used  in  that  manner,  still  a room  used  on 
one  Saturday  night  might  not  be  used  for  a 
month  or  six  weeks  again.  If  the  traffic  goes 
on  safely,  on  a Saturday  night  they  might  use  it 
for  the  next  Saturday  night. 

416-  Does  that  prevail  to  any  considerable 
extent  on  Sundays  ? — It  does;  hut  not  so  much  as 
on  Saturday  night. 

417.  With  regard  to  those  shebeen  houses, 
would  you  say  that  there  was  such  a thing  as  a 
systematic  and  continuous  trade  in  drink  in  any 
of  those  houses  as  a rule  ? — Systematic  there  is, 
continuous  I would  say  not. 

418.  Do  you  think  that  the  present  law  is 
sufficiently  strong  for  dealing  with  the  illicit 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquor? — I do  not. 

419.  In  what  respect  would  you  suggest  that 
it  should  be  amended  ? — The  first  thing  that  I 
would  say  is  that  the  offence  of  “ keeping  ” is  not 
included  in  the  3rd  section  of  the  Licensing  Act 
of  1872.  Any  proceeding  now  against  a shebeen 
house  is  usually  taken  under  the  17th  & 18th 
Viet.  s.  3,  which  includes  the  offence  of  “ keep- 
ing,” but  the  penalty  is  a small  one.  The  fine  is 
a 40  s.  fine,  and  if  the  fine  is  paid  imprisonment 
cannot  be  imposed.  Under  the  Licensing  Act  of 
1872,  on  the  contrary,  a very  heavy  penalty  is 
incurred. 

420.  Is  it  your  proposal  to  assimilate  the 
penalty  to  the  penalty  under  the  Licensing  Act? 
— Yes;  if  the  offence  of  keeping  were  included 
in  the  3rd  section  of  the  Act  of  1872  it  would 
give  us  very  much  larger  power  over  the  shebeen 
houses. 

421.  Would  that  be  sufficient,  or  is  there  any 
other  suggestion  which  you  would  offer? — I think 
that  a warrant  to  search  certain  premises,  which 
now  lasts  for  one  month  only,  might  be  safely 
extended  to  three  months. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 


Chairman. 

414,  Is  there  a considerable  amount  of  illicit  - 
sale  in  those  houses  ? — Yes,  a good  deal ; but  I 
must  say  that  1 think  the  storing  of  liquor  is 
not  carried  on  to  such  a great  extent  there. 
The  people  carry  drink  in  there,  and  in  that 
way  the  traffic  is  carried  on  more  than  by 
0.67. 


422.  Under  what  Act  is  the  warrant  confined 
to  a month  ? — Under  the  Licensing  Act  of  1874. 

Chairman. 

423.  What,  roughly  speaking,  is  the  number 
of  warrants  that  are  generally  current  at  one 
time  in  respect  of  illicit  sale  ? — The  number 

c 4 usually 
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Chairman — continued. 

usually  held  in  the  hands  of  the  police  is  between 
60  and  70 

424.  Have  you  any  further  suggestion  or  in- 
formation to  give  to  the  Committee  on  the  subject 
of  illicit  sale  ? — I think  that  a shebeen  house,  or 
a person  who  is  the  holder  of  a house  with  refer- 
ence to  which  a conviction  has  been  obtained,  or 
a person  against  whom  a conviction  has  been 
obtained,  even  though  he  may  be  found  in 
anotheivhouse,  or  room,  should  be  under  certain 
disabilities  for  a fixed  period,  say  for  12  months 
or  so  after  conviction. 

421.  What  further  powers  do  you  want? — I 
think  that  the  constable  should  have  power  with 
regard  to  either  the  room,  or  a convicted  person 
in  another  room  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of  a 
man  having  a warrant. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

426.  In  fact  you  wish  the  warrant  to  apply  to 
another  house? — Quite  so.  Practically  the  police 
cannot  overtake  the  constantly  shifting  trade  in 
shebeening,  because  a man  is  here  one  day,  and 
in  another  house  the  next  day.  The  constable, 
no  doubt,  gets  information,  and  on  that  informa- 
tion enters  the  house,  but  having  no  warrant, 
he  can  make  no  seizure,  and  if  he  does  not  make 
a seizure  the  persons  present  on  the  premises 
are  absolutely  free,  for  it  is  only  after  a warrant 
has  been  executed,  and  a seizure  of  liquor  made, 
that  the  tipplers  in  a shebeen  house  can  be 
punished  at  all. 

427-  Then,  in  fact,  the  warrant  applies  to  the 
character  of  the  room  and  not  to  the  person  ? — 7 
Yes,  to  the  room  and  not  to  the  person. 

Chairman. 

428.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  offer 
on  that  point  ? — I think,  as  regards  tipplers  in 
shebeen  houses,  that  even  where  a constable  does 
not  seize  under  a warrant,  if  the  shebeen  house 
can  once  be  successfully  entered,  the  tipplers 
should  be  held  responsible  as  well  as  the  keepers 
of  the  house.  Tn  the  next  place,  I think  that  the 
principle  should  be  fairly  applied  that  not  only 
the  proprietor  of  the  house  but  the  customers 
should  be  responsible  for  illicit  traffic  in  liquor. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

429.  You  would  make  the  tipplers  in  a 
shebeen  house  liable  to  the  same  penalty  as  the 
drinkers  on  licensed  premises  at  prohibited  hours? 
— Quite  so. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

430.  Would  not  the  difficulty  in  following  up 
those  people  affect  the  accuracy  of  the  returns? 
— No,  not  the  accuracy  of  the  returns,  because 
the  returns  show  the  convictions. 

431.  But  you  say  that  there  is  a difficulty  in 
obtaining  conviction,  and  therefore  there  may  be 
cases  where,  from  the  difficulty  of  proof,  you 
would  not  be  able  to  obtain  convictions  against 
them  ?—  No  doubt  it  is  so  as  regards  the  tipplers, 
because  they  go  absolutely  free. 

432.  If  the  suggestion  that  you  have  made 
were  adopted  the  number  of  convictions  would  be 
larger;?  — Certainly. 


Chairman. 

433.  That  does  not  affect,  as  I understand,  the 
accuracy  of  the  return  which  has  been  prepared, 
or  prevent  the  return  being  accurate  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  illicit  sale  ? — Precisely  so. 

Mr.  Jacohy. 

434.  There  are  cases,  are  there  not,  in  which 
the  police  do  not  interfere,  and  take  no  action 
whatever  ? — There  are  a great  many  cases  where 
the  constable,  unless  he  is  opposed,  walks  in,  and 
it  is  not  often  that  he  is  opposed  ; but  there  are 
a great  many  times  that  he  may  walk  in  and  see 
nothing.  If  he  has  not  a warrant  he  cannot 
legally  search  the  place,  but  he  may  go  in  with- 
out a warrant  and  see  people  drinking,  and  he  at 
once  fixes  the  responsibility  on  the  proprietor  of 
the  premises,  and  he  reports  the  case.  Even 
although  no  drink  was  seized,  he  can  successfully 
prosecute  the  owner  of  the  premises,  but  he  can- 
not proceed  against  any  of  the  persons  that  are 
drinking  there. 

Chairman. 

435.  With  regard  to  illicit  sale  in  shebeens, 
have  you  any  further  suggestion  to  offer  for  the 
amendment  of  the  law  ? — I think  not. . 

436.  During  your  residence  in  Dublin,  in  con- 
nection with  the  metropolitan  police,  have  you 
watched  from  time  to  time  the  indications  of 
public  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  the  operation 
of  the  licensing  laws  as  indicated  by  public  meet- 
ings, and  in  other  ways  ? — Yes. 

437.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  the  result 
of  your  observation  ? — I cannot  say  that,  gene- 
rally s [leaking,  any  very  great  earnestness  has 
been  displayed  in  the  way  of  expression  of  public 
opinion  on  this  question  latterly. 

438.  Do  you  mean  with  regard  to  the  question 
of  the  extension  of  Sunday  closing  to  Dublin  in 
particular;  is  that  the  branch  of  the  question 
that  you  are  applying  yourself  to? — Yes,  that  is 
the  branch  of  the  question  I am  applying  myself 
to. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

439.  That  is  to  say,  an  expression  of  opinion 
neither  for  nor  against  ? — l am  speaking  of  a 
strong  expression  of  opinion.  I will  afterwards 
endeavour  to  convey  to  the  Committee  from 
facts,  why  I draw  that  conclusion.  Of  course 
two  classes  of  persons  have  shown  a very  strong 
interest.  We  have  a considerable  body  of  men 
in  Dublin  who  have  made  the  adoption  of  total 
abstinence,  or  at  least  of  temperance,  the  main 
principle  of  their  lives.  On  the  other  side  we  have 
a very  considerable  number  of  the  trade  who 
think  that  their  interests  are  likely  to  be  assailed, 
and  who  have  taken  the  question  up.  But  having 
passed  by  those  two  bodies,  the  general  public  cet- 
tainly  have  not  taken  steps  to  make  their  voices 
heard. 

Chairman. 

440.  When  you  speak  of  the  general  public, 
do  you  mean  the  classes  of  the  public  who  reason- 
ably and  fairly  make  use  of  public-houses  upon 
Sunday,  or  do  you  mean  the  public  generally  ? — 
I do  not  mean  to  confine  myself  to  those  directly 
interested,  but  I mean  those  who,  perhaps,  do 
not  use  public-houses  at  all.  I say  they  have  not 
taken  steps  to  make  their  voices  heard.  Several 

meetings 
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Chairman — continued. 

meetings  have  been  held,  and  I •will  give  you  just 
an  idea  of  about  how  many.  The  most  important 
have  been  those  of  the  Women’s  Temperance 
Association;  their  meeting  was  held  on  the  *.nd 
of  February  1888.  Then  there  was  a me  ting 
held  in  the  Working  Men’s  Club,  York-street,  on 
the  21st  of  February  this  year.  The  Working 
Men’s  Club  is  composed  of  total  abstainers ; it  is 
a temperance  club. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

441.  You  mean  that  the  club  is  conducted  on 
temperance  principles,  you  do  not  mean  that  the 
membership  is  composed  entirely  of  total  ab- 
stainers?— No,  I do  not  mean  that,  I mean  that 
it  is  a temperance  club. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 

442.  The  inference  is  that  nearly  all  the  mem- 
bers are  temperate  ? — It  is  conducted  on  temper- 
ance principles.  It  is  a club  where  no  drink  is 
sold.  At  their  meeting  there  were  about  400 
people  present.  At  the  Coffee  Palace  at  Kings- 
town, on  the  7th  of  March,  there  was  a meeting 
held  also  in  support  of  this  measure,  and  there 
were  about  200  people  present  there.  At  the 
town  hall,  Rathmines,  on  the  14th  of  M arch  there 
was  a meeting  also  held,  where  there  were  again 
about  200  persons  present.  Then  there  was  a 
meeting  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  Temperance 
Society  on  the  14th  of  March,  and  there  were 
about  120  present.  1 think  those  figures  are 
fairly  correct ; I have  tried  to  ascertain  them  as 
accurately  as  I could.  Then,  on  the  other  side, 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin  passed  a resolution 
against  the  extension  of  Sunday  closing  by  a 
large  majority. 

Chairman. 

443.  When  was  that  resolution  passed  ? — Quite 
lately ; some  time  in  the  month  of  March. 
Then  the  Irish  licensed  trade  held  a conference 
on  the  28th  of  February,  and  that  was  very  lai’gely 
attended  by  representatives  of  the  trade.  Then 
there  was  a Working  Men’s  meeting  held  at  the 
Rotunda  on  the  16th  of  March ; numerically  that 
was  the  largest  number  that  were  brought  to- 
gether. There  were  about  1,000  present,  or  from 
1,000  to  1,200. 

444.  Was  that  fairly  representative  of  the 
working  classes  ? — Fairly  so. 

445.  Was  it  a bond  fide  meeting  of  the  work- 
ing classes,  in  your  opinion  ? — It  was ; but  I do 
not  say  that  it  actually  represents  the  artizans  of 
Dublin,  or  anything  like  that,  for  I do  not  think 
it  did;  I do  not  regal’d  the  meeting  as  an  im- 
portant one  or  as  importantly  representative. 

446.  Was  it  an  open  meeting  ? — It  was  an  open 
meeting  called  by  public  advertisement. 

447.  Were  you  present  yourself? — I was  not 
in  the  meeting,  I was  outside  ; but  I saw  the 
class  of  persons  who  attended. 

448.  From  what  do  you  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion as  to  the  composition  of  the  meeting  ? — 
When  I say  working  men,  the  majority  of  persons 
were  shop  assistants  and  men  of  that  class.  I did 
not  look  upon  them  as  representing  the  trades  of 
Dublin,  or  anything  like  it;  in  fact,  the  trades  of 
Dublin  were  not  largely  represented  at  that 
meeting.  . 

0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

449.  The  trades  of  Dublin  that  you  mentioned 
consist,  I think,  of  about  48  associations? — Yes, 
consisting  of  about  7,000  members. 

450.  Have  they  had  any  tangible  means  of  ex- 
pressing an  opinion  upon  this  subject  ? — No,  they 
have  not  combined  to  express  an  opinion  as  the 
trades  of  Dublin;  they  have  publicly  expressed 
no  opinion,  and  I took  some  trouble  to  find  out 
what  their  ideas  might  be. 

451.  What  is  the  result  ? — I did  not  ascertain 
it  directly  personally,  but  through  the  mediums 
at  my  disposal ; and  it  is  reported  to  me  that  the 
view  of  the  trades  of  Dublin  is  opposed  to  total 
Sunday  closing,  but,  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  would  not  be  opposed  to  shortened  hours  on 
either  Sunday  or  Saturday  night. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

452.  That  is  to  say,  the  trade  associations  on 
the  whole  take  that  view  ? — I did  not  appeal  to 
the  trade  associations,  but,  as  far  as  possible,  I 
obtained  the  opinions  of  individual  members. 

Chairman. 

453.  You  mean  they  have  given  no  formal 
expression  of  their  opinion  7 — They  have  given 
no  formal  expression  of  opinion ; but  I have 
endeavoured  to  obtain  the  voice  of  the  members 
of  the  different  associations  as  far  as  1 could. 

454.  Have  the  clergy  of  the  various  denomi- 
nations given  expression  of  any  kind  of  their 
feeling  ? — Y es ; and  so  far  as  they  have  ex- 
pressed themselves,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Down,  the  clergy  have  all 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  total  Sunday 
closing,  and  shortened  hours  on  Saturday  night. 

455.  Are  you  in  a position  to  mention  the 
names? — Yes;  letters  have  appeared  from  the 
Protestant  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  the 
Primate  of  Armagh,  and  from  the  Protestant 
Bishops  of  Ossory,  Cork,  Limerick,  Meath, 
Cashel,  Killaloe,  Down,  and  Connor,  all  in 
favour  of  the  Act  being  made  permanent,  and 
extended  to  the  five  exempted  towns. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

456.  I do  not  understand  whether  you  mean 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  archbishops  have  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  contrary  to  the  Sunday  closing 
of  public-houses  ?— The  Catholic  Bishop  of  Down 
has  expressed  an  opinion  contrary  to  total  Sunday 
closing.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Catholic  Arch- 
bishop of  Cashel  and  Tuam,  and  the  Catholic 
Bishops  of  Kildare  and  Leighlin,  F eras,  Galway, 
Waterford,  ftleath,  Limerick,  Ardagh,  and  Clon- 
macnoise,  and  Ossory,  have  all  expressed  them- 
selves in  favour  of  making  the  Act  permanent, 
and  extending  it  to  the  five  exempted  towns. 

Chairman. 

457.  In  addition  to  what  you  have  mentioned 
are  there  any  indications  of  public  opinion,  that 
you  are  aware  of,  that  are  important,  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  this  Committee  ? — There  is  a 
general  feeling  amongst  the  better  classes  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing,  but  I can  only  repeat 
what  I said  at  first  to  the  Committee,  that  they 
have  not  taken  any  very  decided  steps  to  display 
their  feeling  in  public ; I mean,  that  they 

D express 
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Chairman — continued. 

express  their  opinions  as  units,  but  they  do  not 
meet  to  give  effect  to  those  opinions. 

458.  Have  you  ascertained,  or  can  you  state  to 
the  ‘Committee,  the  general  state  of  opinion 
amongst  the  classes  who  make  use  of  public- 
houses  on  Saturday  night  or  on  Sunday  ? — I can 
only  say  that  if  the  humbler  classes  regard  this 
question  as  one  in  which  their  rights  are  likely 
to  lie  infringed,  they  have  not  taken  much 
trouble  to  assert  those  rights. 

459.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  there  are  any 
classes  in  Dublin  who  would  be  inconvenienced 
at  all,  or  seriously  so,  by  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sunday? — Asa  matter  of  convenience 
I would  place  first  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
using  them  on  Sunday  for  dinner  draught  porter 
or  ale,  and  although  I do  not  like  to  trouble  you 
with  so  many  returns,  still  figures  are  a useful 
item  in  a thing  of  this  sort.  I selected  30  public- 
houses  at  random  in  different  quarters  of  the 
city,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  many  persons 
visited  them  in  a certain  number  of  hours  on  a 
Sunday  and  a certain  number  of  hours  on  a 
Saturday  night. 

460.  What  was  the  date  that  you  selected  ? — 
Saturday,  the  10th  of  March,  and  Sunday,  the 
18th  of  March,  of  the  present  year  were  the  two 
days  selected.  First,  on  the  question  of  the  use 
by  the  public  of  draught  beer  on  Sunday,  16 
public-houses  were  selected  on  Sunday,  the  18th 
of  March,  and  between  the  hours  of  two  and 
three  o’clock  496  people  carried  away  drink  in 
jugs  or  cans.  I should  say  that  those  houses 
were  not  selected  because  they  did  a large 
business,  but  because  they  were  situated  in 
a humble  quarter  of  the  city.  This  Return 
(i delivering  in  the  same ) shows  that  there 
were  30  houses  selected  for  observation  on 
Saturday,  the  10th  of  March,  and  from  six  to 
seven  in  the  evening  those  houses  were  visited 
by  2,743  people ; from  seven  to  eight  o’clock  by 
2,820  ; from  eight  to  nine  o’clock  by  3,147  ; 
from  nine  to  ten  by  2,919;  from  10  to  11  by 
2,953  ; making  a total  visiting  in  the  30  houses 
of  14,582  from  six  o’clock  to  closing  time.  On 
Sunday,  the  18th  of  March,  from  two  to  three 
o’clock  the  same  30  houses  were  visited  by  3,733 
people  : from  three  to  four  o’clock  by  2,189  ; 
from  four  to  five  o’clock  by  2,097  ; from  five  to 
six  o’clock  by  2,248 ; and  from  six  to  seven 
o’clock  by  3,159;  the  total  from  two  to  seven 
o’clock  being  13,426. 

461.  Have  you  any  information  to  give  us  in 
relation  to  the  rural  divisions  of  your  district? 
— I got  a general  return  on  the  subject  of 
the  number  of  persons  who  carried  away 
drink  between  two  and  three  o’clock,  I did  not 
get  the  figures.  I did  not  select  any  public- 
houses  in  the  rural  districts,  but  they  are  not 
visited  to  anything  like  the  same  extent  as  the  30 
houses  selected  in  the  city,  because  those  30  pub- 
lic-houses are  in  a densely  populated  district. 

462.  I may  take  it  as  the  general  result  that 
there  is  a very  large  trade  done  in  carrying  away 
beer  and  so  forth  for  consumption  for  what  we 
may  call  Sunday  dinner  ? — There  is.  Allow  me  to 
say  that  in  one  of  the  rural  divisions  125  people 
carried  away  drink  from  five  public-houses  from, 
two  to  seven  o’clock  p.m.  That  was  in  the  F 
division,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Blackrock. 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

463.  You  cannot  tell  us  what  was  the  result 
of  the  beer  being  taken  away  to  be  drunk  at 
home  from  the  30  public-houses  ? — No,  I could 
not. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

464.  In  the  case  of  the  16  houses  which  you 
selected  and  where  you  state  that  between  two 
and  three  o’clock  46S  customers  called,  that  was, 
as  far  as  you  could  make  out,  entirely  for  dinner 
purposes,  and  there  were  people  who  took  away 
their  drink  in  cans  or  jugs? — Yes,  other  people 
were  not  counted  at  all.  A different  set  of 
houses  were  selected  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the 
carrying  away  in  the  cans  and  j.ugs. 

465.  The  other  visitors  were  not  counted  ? — 
They  were  not  counted. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

466.  Is  the  dinner-- hour  in  Dublin  generally 
between  two  and  three?— On  Sunday  it  is  gene- 
rally from  half-past  twelve  till  three.  I think  the 
dinner  of  the  working  people  is  rather  later  on 
Sunday  than  on  week  days.  The  public-houses 
do  not  open  till  two  o’clock. 

Chairman. 

467.  The  dinner  hour  of  the  working  classes 
is,  as  a rule,  later  in  Ireland  than  in  England,  is 
it  not  ? — Yes. 

468.  Besides  those  who  are  interested  in 
having  reasonable  supplies  for  their  families  at 
home,  are  there  not  a class  of  persons,  mainly 
lodgers,  in  a large  city  who  dine  habitually  at 
places  where  they  can  get  a glass  of  beer  or 
something  to  drink? — Yes,  there  are. 

469.  Is  that  a large  class  in  Dublin  ? — I would 
not  call  it  a very  large  class  ; still  there  are  con- 
siderable numbers,  but,  as  I say,  I do  not  regard 
it  as  a very  large  class.  Then  all  the  restau- 
rants that  are  open  on  weekdays  are  not  by  any 
means  open  on  Sundays.  The  number  of  diners 
out  is  not  so  large  on  Sundays  as  on  weekdays, 
still  there  is  a considerable  number. 

470.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  a substan- 
tial amount  of  public  inconvenience  caused  to 
that  class  by  closing  the  public-houses  on  Sun- 
days?— I do.  I think  that  the  total  closing 
would  inconvenience  young  men  living  in  lodg- 
ings, whose  arrangements  at  their  lodgings  do 
not  admit  of  their  dining  at  home  on  Sunday, 
or  any  other  day. 

471.  What  is  your  own  opinion  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  totally  closing  public-houses  on  Sun- 
day ? — Having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of 
Dublin,  I am  not  in  favour  of  total  Sunday 
closing;  and  perhaps  you  will  allow  me  just  to 
express  my  own  opinion.  It  is  generally  re- 
garded that  total  Sunday  closing  would  lead  to, 
first,  a great  increase  in  illicit  trade  (shebeens) ; 
secondly,  the  establishment  of  “ bogus  ” drinking 
clubs,  and  thirdly,  the  introduction  of  drinking 
habits  amongst  the  poor  in  their  own  houses. 
I am  premising  by  stating  that  that  is  what  is 
said  ; I do  not  say  it. 

472.  You  said  that  that  w'as  the  general  belief; 
when  you  are  stating  this,  do  you  adopt  it  as 
your  own  opinion  ? — I will  just  state  this  first, 
and  I will  give  you  my  opinion  afterwards.  The 
third  supposed  result  is  the  introduction  of  drink- 
ing habits  amongst  the  poor  in  their  own  houses, 

and 
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and  the  consequent  demoralisation  of  the  women 
and  children  ; and,  fourthly,  an  increased  abuse 
of  the  bona  fide  traveller  system. 

473.  As  I understand,  you  state  these  as  the 
grounds  of  objection  brought  forward  by  those 
who  object  to  Sunday  closing?  — Those  are 
the  four  main  grounds. 

474.  Would  you  take  them  up  in  detail,  and 
state  your  own  opinion  with  regard  to  them  ? 
— Yes,  taking  them  in  detail,  I have  my 
own  opinion  upon  each  of  them.  As  regards 
shebeening,  I think  the  apprehensions  on  this 
score  would  not  be  realised  if  the  powers  of  the 
police  were  somewhat  strengthened  in  the  direc- 
tion I have  indicated  ; a more  respectable  class, 
perhaps,  might  be  drawn  to  resort  to  shebeens  ; 
but  I do  not  think  that  the  practice  could  become 
formidable,  or  get  beyond  the  control  of  the 
police.  Bogus  clubs  would  present,  to  my  mind, 
a much  more  serious  difficulty.  The  experience 
of  such  clubs  in  Dublin  at  present  goes  to  show 
that  the  police  can  exercise  little  or  no  control 
over  them.  They  do  not  now  constitute  a 
serious  evil,  but  if  indefinitely  multiplied,  as 
they  might  be,  the  consequence  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  very  disastrous.  The  question  of 
placing  legal  restriction  on  clubs  is  a most 
difficult  one,  but  some  steps  in  this  direction  will 
be  necessary  if  the  public-houses  are  to  be  closed 
altogether  on  Sunday. 

475.  In  making  those  remarks,  are  you  speak- 
ing of  what  we  call  bogus  clubs,  or  clubs 
generally  ? — Of  clubs  generally. 

476.  You  mean  by  a bogus  club,  an  association 
which  is  called  a club,  but  is  not  a club,  but  is 
simply  a place  used  for  the  sale  of  liquor? — 
I think  they  might  be  called  bogus  clubs.  People 
might  form  very  undesirable  clubs,  because  a 
man  might  pay  a shilling  a-year  to  a club,  and 
become  a member,  and  you  could  not  touch  him 
at  present ; according  to  his  view  it  would  be 
a legitimate  club,  but  according  to  my  view 
a bogus  club. 

477.  Are  there  any  such  clubs  existing  in 
Dublin  ? — One  notably  has  been  given  over.  I 
do  not  say  that  there  are  not  some  houses  in 
Dublin  where  irregularities  are  carried  on  under 
the  guise,  of  clubs. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

478.  Have  you  no  figures  as  regards  the 
number  of  those  clubs  ? — 1 do  know  that  there 
are  a number  of  such  clubs  in  the  whole  of 
Dublin;  but,  as  I say,,  the  only  one  that  I felt 
myself  at  liberty  to  refer  to  no  longer  exists,  and 
1 would  not  feel  justified  in  publicly  referring  to 
the  others. 

Chairman. 

479.  Of  course  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  does 
not  extend  to  Dublin.  That  class  of  club, 
as  I understand,  was,  in  your  opinion,  mainly  got 
up  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  frequenters 
to  obtain  drink  in  hours  when  the  public-houses 
were  closed  ?. — Yes ; as  regards  clubs,  I think 
that,  to  a great  extent,  the  difficulty  might  be 
met  by  compulsory  registration  under  stringent 
conditions.  They  do  not  now  register,  except 
to  bring  themselves  under  the  Limited  Liability 
Act;  1 think  also  that  if  that  class  of  abuse 
develops  you  must  bring  clubs  somehow  or  other 
under  the  licensing  system.  It  might  be  re- 

0.67. 
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gax-ded  as  an  interference  with  the  rights  ot 
people,  but  I do  not  see  why  any  club,  however 
respectable,  should  not  submit  to  registration. 

480.  With  regard  to  the  third  matter,  the  ap- 
prehended introduction  of  drinking  habits  amongst 
the  humbler  classes  in  their  own  houses,  what  is 
your  opinion  ? — The  opinion  that  I have  on  that 
point  is  that  I should  not  like  to  see  that  deve- 
loped at  all.  I think  that  the  habit  of  self-con- 
trol amongst  the  poorer  classes,  does  not  at 
present  exist  to  such  an  extent  as.  to  encourage 
the  adoption  of  any  social  change  which  might 
lead  them  to  bring  drink  into  their  own  houses. 

481.  In  your  opinion,  would  closing  on  Sunday 
have  that  effect  ? — I think  it  would.  I think  the 
laying  in  of  a provision  on  Saturday  night  would 
be  very  dangerous.  If  you  could  rely  on  their 
self-control,  you  would  get  rid  of  many  difficul- 
ties which  now  exist  in  connection  with  many 
other  things  as  well  as  the  traffic  in  drink ; but 
I would  be  very  much  afraid  that  laying  in  a 
supply  of  drink  on  Saturday  night  would  lead, 
in  all  probability,  to  that  drink  being  consumed 
on  the  Saturday  night ; it  would  never  see 
the  Sunday,  or  only  the  early  Sunday  morning. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

482.  Would  it  be  likely  to  lead  to  a change  in 
the  character  of  the  drink  that  they  lay  in  ? — Of 
course  they  would  be  obliged  to  lay  in  bottles  of 
drink.  I think  that  in  the  case  of  a man  bringing 
in  three  or  four  bottles  of  porter  on  Saturday 
night  for  consumption  on  Sunday,  the  usual  re- 
sult would  be  that  they  would-  drink  it  on  the 
Saturday  night.  They  are  very  sociable  amongst 
themselves ; and  if  it  was  known  that  a man  had 
laid  in  three  or  four,  or  half-a-dozen  bottles  of 
porter  on  the  Saturday,  he  would  have  visitors 
on  the  Saturday  night,  and  he  could  not  resist 
giving  it  to  them  and  joining  with  them. 

Chairman. 

483.  You  said  something  about  the  appre- 
hended abuse  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  system; 
have  you  anything  t.o  add  about  that  ? — The  bond 
\ fide  traveller  system  admits  of  very  great  abuse ; 
in  fact,  it  is  the  particular  method  by  which 
Sunday  illicit  traffic  has  been  developed  ever 
since  the  shortened  hours.  The  restrictions  upon 
the  bond  fide  traveller  were  not  sufficient,  and 
are  not  sufficient.' 

484.  In  what  particulars  would  you  suggest 
that  that  should  be  met?— I think  that  the 
distance  ought  to  be  extended  decidedly. 
Three  miles  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  consti- 
tuting a man,  in  my  opinion,  under  any  ordinary 
circumstances,  a bona  fide  traveller.  I would 
extend  it  to  six  or  seven  miles ; and  seven  miles 
I would  say  for  choice. 

485.  But  you  are,  perhaps,  aware  that  the 
mere  fact  that  a man  comes  from  a distance  of 
three  miles  does  not  constitute  him  a bond  fide 
traveller ; are  the  magistrates  in  the  habit  of 
going  beyond  that  fact  in  giving  a decision  as  to 
a bond  fide  traveller,  or  can  they  do  so;-  have 
they  any  materials  for  doing  so? — I think  that 
the  distance  is  regarded  as  a powerful  ingredient 
with  the  magistrates  in  arriving  at  their  decision; 
and,  indeed,  the  way  in  which  it  is  put  in  the 
section  of  the  Act,  I think,  justifies  that  conclu- 
sion on  their  part. 

D 2 486.  You 
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Chairman — continu  ed . 

486.  You  think  that  the  practical  test  is  dis- 
tance? — Yes.  the  practical  test  is  distance. 

487.  And  what  you  want,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  the  abuses,  is  to  adopt  a distance  which  would 
be  a real  test? — Yes;  in  addition  to  a more 
stringent  definition  of  the  term,  “ bond  fide 
traveller.”  I would  make  it  much  more  strin- 
gent. I was  going  to  say  that  a great  deal  rests 
on  a proper  definition  of  the  term  “ bond  fide 
traveller,”  I would  not  like  to  exclude  from  the 
category  all  persons  who  were  out  on  pleasure ; but 
I must  say  that  1 think  that  it  ought  to  be  very 

!)lainly  pointed  out,  and  that  the  magistrate  must 
re  satisfied  that  the  person  claiming  the  privilege 
was  bond  fide  absent  from  his  home  on  some  other 
mission  than  that  of  getting  drink,  because  that 
is  practically  what  it  amounts  to  now. 

488.  Then,  in  addition  to  exlending  the  dis- 
tance, you  would  have  some  statutory  provision 
obliging  the  magistrate  to  come  to  a decision 
upon  the  bond  fide  traveller  question  ? — Quite  so. 
Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

489.  If  a man  goes  three  miles  to  church  on 
Sunday,  does  he  become  a bond  fide  traveller  ? — 
He  does. 

490.  In  the  eye  of  the  law,  is  he  so  ? — In  the 
eye  of  the  law  he  is  beyond  the  statutory  dis- 
tance, andvhe  certainly  asserts  his  right  to  obtain 
refreshment  as  such. 

Chairman. 

491.  At  any  rate,  you  are  of  opinion  that  most 
magistrates  would  hold  that  he  was  a bond  fide 
traveller  ? — Most  magistrates  would  hold  that  he 
was ; and,  as  I said  before,  owing  to  the  definition 
contained  in  the  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
I do  not  think  that  they  could  very  fairly  go 
much  outside  that. 

492.  Are  there  any  instances  which  you  could 
mention  to  the  Committee  that  have  come  under 
your  notice  of  the  abuse  of  this  bond  fide 
traveller  clause  ?—  When  the  City  of  Dublin  was 
exempted,  the  general  idea  was  that  people  from 
the  country  would  flock  into  Dublin  and  other 
exempted  towns  for  the  purpose  of  drinking 
during  closing  hours ; but  instead  of  that  being 
realised,  it  has  been  the  very  reverse,  because 
Dublin  people  go  out  in  the  morning  and  obtain 
drink  as  bond  fide  travellers  in  all  the  suburbs 
round,  and  so  far  from  Dublin  benefiting,  if  we 
may  call  it  a benefit,  by  being  exempt,  "it  is  the 
little  shops  in  the  surrounding  and  rural  districts 
which  do  all  the  trade  on  Sunday  morning  with 
the  bond  fide  travellers.  There  is  one  house,  as 
to  which  I have  some  figures,  and  which  is  just 
a typical  case.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Plicenix 
Park  there  is  a public-house  which  has  been 
under  supervision  as  a house  where  bond  fide 
travellers  were  unduly  entertained. 

493.  Is  that  a house  within  the  exempted  dis- 
trict ? — It  is. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

494.  Is  it  within  the  municipal  area  ? — It  is 
not,  it  is  within  the  Dublin  metropolitan  police 
district ; it  is  in  the  exempted  district. 

Chairman. 

495.  Will  you  give  us  the  figures  ?— At  that 
house  the  police  kept  it  under  observation,  and 


Chairman — continued. 

counted  the  numbers  for  three  Sundays  from 
ten  o’clock  till  two,  and  I should  say  broadly, 
there  were  between  400  and  500  people  enter- 
tained there  between  ten  in  the  morning  and  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  on  two  consecutive 
Sundays,  on  each  Sunday. 

496.  Do  you  think  that  an  appreciable  pro- 
portion of  those  were  bond  fide  travellers? — I 
think  that  a considerable  number  were  ovei* 
three  miles  from  their  homes.  This  trade 
was  carried  on  very  methodically,  inasmuch  as 
the  publican  kept  a book  in  which  he  professed' 
to  enter  the  name  and  residence  of  each  person 
who  came  into  his  house,  but  notwithstanding 
that,  the  police  summoned  him,  and  satisfied  the 
magistrates  that  a very  large  number  of  persons  were 
not  the  persons  who  were  described  in  this  book, 
and  he  was  prosecuted  and  fined.  But  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  of  the  400  or  500, 
possibly  five  per  cent,  only  were  truthfully  bond 
fide  travellers  ; they  were  just  simply  people  who 
came  out  to  be  beyond  the  statutory  distance  in 
order  to  get  drink  at  that  public-house. 

497.  I asked  you,  was  any  appreciable  pro- 
portion of  that  400  cr  500  bond  fide  travellers, 
and  you  said,  yes ; you  mean,  I presume,  that  they 
claimed  to  be  ? — Yes. 

498.  In  your  opinion  only  about  five  per  cent, 
were  really  bona  fide  travellers? — Yes. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

499.  Coming  from  other  parts  of  Dublin,  do' 
you  mean? — Yes,  coming  from  other  parts  of 
Dublin. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

500.  What  means  did  you  take  to  ascertain 
whether  they  were  bond  fide  travellers  or  not  ? — 
The  first  means  was  as  to  the  distance;  to  ask 
the  man  his  name,  and  the  address  where  he  slept 
the  night  before. 

Chairman. 

501.  Do  you  think  that  a publican  can  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  do  much  more  than  that,  or 
that  he  can  go  into  the  question  of  a man’s  bond 
fide  travelling  ? — The  law  places  the  responsibility 
upon  him  at  present,  and  if  he  chooses  to  carry 
on  that  trade  he  must  carry  it  on  with  all  the 
difficulties  that  the  law  surrounds  it  with. 

502.  I am  now  talking  of  a possible  change  of 
the  lavy,  and  1 ask  you  as  a practical  man  whether 
a publican,  as  a rule,  has  any  means  of  goin<>-  into 
the  question  of  a bond  fide  traveller,  unless  he 
happens  to  know  the  individual  ? — I think  it  is 
placing  the  publican  in  a very  unfair  position  to 
allow  him  to  open  his  doors,  and  to  be  obliged 
with  the  open  door  in  his  hand  to  discriminate 
whether  a man  is  a bond  fide  traveller  or  not. 

503.  Has  he,  as  a rule,  any  means  of  doing  it? 
—The  plan  adopted,  I know,  by  very  many  who 
are  most  earnest  in  their  desire  to  comply  strictly 
with  the  Jaw,  is  to  take  charge  of  that  part  of  the 
arrangement  themselves,  or  to  depute  it  to  some 
very  responsible  servant,  and  as  each  person 
comes  in  he  is  asked  the  question. 

504.  Do  you  think  that  the  general  body  of  the 
publicans  fairly  and  reasonably  endeavour  to  apply 
the  section  such  as  it  is  ? — I think  a great  many 
of  them  do ; but  I think  also  that  a good  many 
of  them  do  not. 

505.  Is 
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Ch  airm  an — continu  ed. 

505.  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  on  the 
bond  fide  traveller  clause  that  would  like  to  make 
to  the  Committee  ?— My  idea  is  that  the  ordinary 
members  of  the  trade  should  not  be  permitted  to 
open  their  houses  for  bond  fide  travellers  at  all. 
I think  that  the  supply  of  refreshment  to  bond 
fide  travellers  should  be  always  in  connection 
with  the  ability  to  give  good  food  and  other 
accommodation,  and  not  drink  only. 

506.  Would, you  limit  it,  then,  to  hotels  and 
eating-houses9 — I would  draw  it  even  more 
tightly  than  that.  I would  not  give  it  to  every 
man  who  qualified  as  an  hotel-keeper  or  as  a 
restaurant-keeper,  because  people  know  in 
Ireland  that  they  are  under  certain  conditions, 
and  that  if  there  is  anything  very  much  to  be 
gained  by  it,  those  conditions  could  very  easily 
be  complied  with. 

507.  I suppose  that  remark  does  not  apply 
only  to  Ireland  ? — It  applies  everywhere,  but 
I think  that  it  ought  to  be  made  a sine  qua  non 
that  a man  should  be  either  an  hotel-keeper  or  a 
restaurant-keeper;  but,  in  addition  to  that,  I 
think  he  ought  only  to  be  allowed  to  supply 
bond  fide  travellers,  when  it  was  fully  shown  that 
the  necessities  of  the  public  in  that  particular 
place  required  that  the  house  should  be  open. 

. 508.  Would  you  give  a discretion  to  the 
licensing  authority  of  the  district,  or  would  you 
have  a special  provision  in  each  license  ; would 
you  kindly  expand  your  view  a little  ? — My  idea 
is  that  a modified  extension  of  the  exemption 
order  system  would  meet  the  case.  I am  speak- 
ing now  as  to  houses  that  ought  to  be  permitted 
to  entertain  bond  fide  travellers. 

509.  In  the  first  place  you  suggest  that  the 
distance  should  be  seven  miles ; but  I am  asking 
you  with  reference  to  the  class  of  houses  where 
a bond  fide  traveller  might  obtain  refreshments. 
You  say  that  you  would  not  allow  him  at  present 
to  obtain  them  in  all  public-houses,  but  you 
would  have  a special  exemption?— Yes. 

510.  you  mentioned  the  exemption  order 
principle  as  now  applied  to  the  case  of  markets; 
do  I understand  you  to  suggest  that  that  prin- 
ciple might  be  extended  ? — I think  it  might. 

511.  But  the  effect  of  that  would  be,  would  it 
not,  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  discretion  of  the 
police  absolutely;  do  you  propose  that  this  im- 
portant matter  should  be  entirely  in  their  dis- 
cretion, or  that  it  should  be  in  the  discretion  of 
the  licensing  authority? — The  only  thing  against 
its  being  in  the  discretion  of  the  licensing 
authority  is  that  if  a man  gets  a licence  for  it  he 
may  abuse  it  for  a long  time  without  your 
being  able  to  have  any  remedy,  whereas,  as  at 
present,  the  exemption  order  is  given  by  two 
magistrates  in  petty  sessions,  who  can  withdraw 
it  in  petty  sessions. 

512.  You  think  that  a simple  extension  of  the 
present  system  would  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
case  ? — I believe  that  that  is  the  principle  which 
I would  like  to  adopt  as  distinguished  from  the 
principle  that  every  man  who  could  say  that  he 
had  two  rooms  or  four  rooms  in  which  people 
could  sleep  by  paying  of  course  a very  small 
additional  sum  would  be  entitled  to  regard  him- 
self as  an  hotel-keeper  who  could  entertain  bond 
fide  travellers. 

513.  You  think  that  the  discretion  should  be 
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Chairman — continued. 

placed  in  some  person  to  see  that  it  was  not  a 
mere  colourable  qualification  either  of  an  eating- 
house  or  of  an  hotel? — Yes;  and  in  addition  to  that 
it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  some  one  who  should 
gauge  the  necessities  of  the  public  in  that  parti- 
cular district. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

514.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  where  an  exemption 
order  is  issued  to  a publican  in  a district  that  resi- 
dents and  travellers  get  drink  indiscriminately  ? — 
Yes,  it  is  ; but  that  is  a matter,  of  course,  which 
would  have  to  be  referred  to  in  any  order  that  was 
given  or  any  legislation  on  this  subject;  it  would 
have  to  be  fully  provided  for ; I have  already 
suggested  that  the  definition  of  a bond  fide  tra- 
veller should  be  more  closely  and  clearly  laid 
down  than  it  is  at  present.  If  an  exemption 
order  were  granted  to  a publican  to  entertain 
bond  fide  travellers,  he  would  be  precluded,  of 
course,  from  entertaining  anyone  else. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

515.  Is  not  the  violation  ot  it  rather  the  ex- 
ception than  the  general  rule  ? — It  i3  rather  the 
exception,  because  they  know  what  the  penalty 
is.  The  penalty  is  the  withdrawal  of  the  exemp- 
tion order  if  they  carry  it  on  to  any  great  extent. 
That  is  a very  summary  method  ol  dealing  with  it. 

Chairman. 

516.  You  told  us  that,  although  you  are 
against  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sunday,  you  are  in  favour  of  a modification 
of  the  present  hours ; what  hours  would  you 
suggest  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday?  — I would 
say  that  they  should  be  open  from  two  to  five. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

517.  Is  it  not  very  difficult  for  the  police  to 
exercise  any  discretion  as  to  the  class  ot  persons 
that  go  into  the  houses  ? — It  is  a difficult  thing 
to  do. 

Chairman. 

518.  Your  opinion,  then,  is  in  favour  of  open- 
ing beiween  two  and  five,  is  it  not? — I would 
shorten  the  present  hours  by  two ; I would  leave 
the  place  open  from  two  to  five. 

519.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday  ? — I have. 

520.  What  is  (he  result  of  your  consideralion  ? 
— I must  say  that  my  sympathies  are  quite  as 
strong  with  shortening  the  hours  on  Saturday 
night ; but  difficulties  present  themselves  there 
which  I had  not  in  my  mind  at  all  in  connection 
with  Sunday.  In  the  first  place,  I am  speaking 
now  of  Dublin.  Out  of  943  publicans  in  the 
whole  of  i he  metropolitan  district,  723  combine 
with  their  trade  as  publicans  the  trade  of  grocer. 
It  is  practically  impossible  that  a man  who  does 
a large  trade  as  a publican  could  so  regulate  his 
premises  as  to  safely  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
grocer  after  he  had  closed  his  house  as  a publican. 
Supposing  he  closed  his  bar,  and  even  had  two 
entrances,  he  could  not  retain  his  customers,  be- 
cause I have  no  doubt  if  persons  who  spent  their 
money  in  his  house  for  grocery  asked  for  drink, 
and  he  refused  them,  as  he  would  be  obliged  to 
refuse  them  after  certain  hours,  they  possibly 
would  feel  hurt  and  offended  at  it,  and  say 
they  would  in  future  go  elsewhere.  There 
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Chairman — continued. 

are  many  difficulties  in  the  way.  By  every  hour 
that  you  close  public-houses  on  Saiurday  night, 
you  more  or  less  disturb  a very  important  grocery 
trade. 

521.  What  is  the  hour,  so  far  as  the  grocery 
part  of  the  business  is  concerned,  that  a publican 
usually  closes? — At  present  the  habits  of  the 
people  of  Dublin  on  Saturday  night  are  very 
much  earlier  than  they  were  20  years  ago.  The 
late  hours  in  Dublin  was  a remnant  of  the  old 
beerhouse  system,  and  that  system  led  people, 
inasmuch  as  beer  could  be  sold  at  all  hours,  to  be 
very  late  on  Saturday  night.  In  fact,  after  the 
public-houses  were  closed,  they  could  get  beer 
at  any  hour  up  till  Sunday  morning.  When  the 
beerhouses  were  brought  within  the  scope  of 
ihe  licensing  authority,  there  was  an  end  put  to 
that. 

522.  That  was  in  1864,  was  it  not? — Yes. 
There  was  a vast  change  then  for  the  better  as 
regards  earlier  hours  on  Saturday  night ; it  came 
down  to  twelve  o’clock.  Now  I may  say  that 
the  streets  are  tolerably  cleared  at  twelve 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night  as  compared  with  two 
o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  some  years  ago.  As 
another  instance  of  how  things  are  progressing 
in  that  way,  on  Saturday  night  the  pawnbrokers, 
a very  large  and  influential  trade  as  regards  the 
convenience  of  the  poor,  a short  time  ago  volun- 
tarily agreed  to  close  their  premises  absolutely  at 
eleven  on  Saturday  night.  Some  of  them  were 
afraid  that  it  would  have  a very  bad  effect,  and 
lead  to  a great  deal  of  inconvenience  and  dis- 
comfort to  the  poor  people,  but  the  result  was 
quite  the  contrary.  The  people  have  just  got 
into  the  habit  of  doing  their  business  before 
eleven  o’clock  instead  of  before  twelve  or  one 
o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  as  formerly  was  the 
case.  The  bulk  of  the  marketing  at  present  is 
over  at  ten  o’clock  on  Saturday  night. 

523.  Does  that  apply  to  grocer’s  establish- 
ments ? — Yes;  the  bulk  of  the  marketing  is  over 
at  ten  o’clock. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

524.  Now  the  shops  are  open  until  eleven 
o’clock  ? — Yes  ; now  the  public-houses  are  open 
till  eleven,  they  are  always  open  till  eleven,  but 
I speak  now  of  the  bulk  of  the  Saturday  night 
markets. 

525.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  much  diffi- 
culty in  people  closing  their  shops  at  ten  o’clock  ? 
— I do  not  think  that  any  practical  inconvenience 
would  in  the  least  arise  by  closing  at  ten  o’clock 
on  Saturday  night. 

Chairman. 

526.  Do  you  think  that  practical  inconvenience 
would  be  the  result  of  closing  earlier,  in  fact?— 
I think  it  would  in  the  cities  ; but,  with  due 
consideration  to  the  objections  that  have  been 
raised  as  to  the  limitations,  areas,  and  diversities  of 
practice,  I think  the  necessities  of  the  public  in 
the  suburbs  and  outside  the  city  do  not  require 
longer  hours  than  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday 
night. 

527.  Then  the  effect  of  your  evidence  is  that 
within  the  city  area  you  would  close  at  ten,  and 
within  the  rest  of  the  exempted  area  you  would 
close  at  nine  o’clock  ’! — Yes. 


Chairman — continued. 

528.  You  were  at  Belfast  I think  for  some 
time  ? — I was  there  for  two  years. 

529.  Was  that  before  or  after  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  came  into  operation  ? — I was  there 
five  years  before,  and  three  years  after. 

530.  Have  you  any  facts  that  you  would  wish 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Committee  as 
regards  the  application  of  the  Act  to  Belfast  ? — 
Before  the  Act  was  passed  I had  no  anticipations 
as  to  there  being  any  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
the  law.  I never  regarded  this  as  a thing  in 
which  the  people  would  set  themselves  up  in  a 
violent  way  against  the  law.  The  only  thing  I 
ever  thought  was;,  and  I think  it  still,  that  if  you 
endeavour  'to  draw  the  line  too  tightly  they 
escape  through  illegalities  which  are  very  diffi- 
cult to  cope  with  ; but  I never  thought  there 
would  be  any  resistance  ; and  so  far  as  Belfast 
was  concerned  tire  publicans  loyally  obeyed  and 
the  people  loyally  assented  to  the  shortening  of 
the  hours. 

531.  Are  there  any  other  suggestions  which 
occur  to  you  to  make  with  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Licensing  Acts  generally  as  the 
result  of  your  experience? — I would  like  to 
make  one  or  two  suggestions ; you  mean  of 
course  with  regard  to  Sunday  closing. 

532.  And  as  to  the'  illicit  dealing  wl  lich  may  arise 
out  of  it,  I do  not  mean  outside  the  scope  of  the 
present  inquiry  ? — I have  already  referred  to  the 
bogus  clubs  and  to  the  bonajidr  traveller  question, 
and  I have  also  made  a statement  with  regard  to 
thek  eeping  of  liquors ; that  would  give  us  an  im- 
mense power  in  dealing  with  shebeens.  I think 
I have  exhausted  my  views  with  regard  to 
the  keeping  of  shebeens  and  the  constable’s 
power  by  warrant ; but  I should  add  that  there 
is  an  absolute  defect  as  regards  the  hawking  of 
porter ; there  is  no  provision  at  present  to  prevent 
a man  from  hawking  porter;  the  offence  is  hawk- 
ing spirits.  Now  there  is  a good  deal  of  drinking 
on  Saturday  night  which  goes  on  in  Dublin, 
owing  to  persons  who  buy  half-a-dozen  bottles 
of  porter  and  hawk  it  in  the  streets  ; they  go  into 
back  lanes  and  sell  it  there;  they  do  it  furtively. 
I suppose  they  think  they  are  committing  an 
offence,  but  it  really  is  not  an  offence  at  present 
in  law,  the  hawking  being  confined  to  spirits ; 
but  I think  all  sorts  of  liquor  should  be  included 
in  that  prohibition.  Then  persons  drinkng  upon 
the  premises  of  a spirit  grocer  are  not  guilty 
of  an  offence. 

533.  That  is  drinking  during  closed  hours  ? — 
No  ; drinking  at  the  opening  hour  upon  the  pre 
mises  of  a spirit  grocer. 

534.  The  spirit  grocer’s  license  is  only  a 
license  selling  spirits  for  consumption  off  the 
premises  ? — Y es.  Now  I think  that  the  principle 
I have  mentioned  before  should  be  applied  here, 
and  that  where  the  owner  of  a house  is  guilty  of 
an  offence,  those  who  encourage  him  to  the  com- 
mission of  an  offence  should  be  regarded  as  equally 
liable.  Therefore  I would  make  it  an  offence  to 
drink  spirits  upon  the  premises  of  a spirit  grocer ; 
it  would  enable  us  to  detect  an  offence  much 
more  easily  than  we  can  at  present;  and  it  would 
act  as  a preventative,  because  if  a man  knew 
that  if  he  was  caught  he  would  be  punished  for  ‘ 
drinking,  that  would  deter  him  from  doing  so. 

Then 
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Chairman — continued. 

Then  again,  it  is  no  offence  now  under  the  Act 
’ of  1874  to  delay  the  admission  of  a constable  to 
licensed  premises ; refusal  is  an  offence,  but  dalay 
may  occur  which  does  not  actually  amount  to  a 
refusal,  and  yet  practically  it  gives  a good  deal 
of  opportunity  of  evasion  to,  I must  say,  the 
minority  of  publicans  who  evade  the  law,  and  who 
seek  to  carry  on  a trade  in  contravention  of  the 
law. 

535.  You  think  that  the  delay  might  be  very 
useful  in  removing  evidence  of  the  infraction  of 
the  law  ? — Yes  ; then  it  has  been  already  referred 
to,  that  the  holders  of  exemption  licences  are  not 
precluded  from  selling  to  anyone ; but  at  present 
the  method  by  which  that  can  be  met  is  very 
summary,  looking  at  the  method  in  which  exemp- 
tion orders  are  granted  and  withdrawn. 

536.  Are  there  any  other  suggestions  that  you 
would  like  to  make  to  the  Committee? — Yes;  at 
present  it  is  an  offence  by  a publican  to  supply 
drink  to  a drunken  person  ; but  a publican  is 
not  held  responsible  for  a person  found 
drunk  upon  his  premises,  unless  you  can  prove 
that  the  drunkenness  was  caused  by  drink  sup- 
plied by  that  publican.  Now,  I really  think 
that  upon  the  same  principle  that  all  should  be 
held  responsible,  the  publican  should  be  held 
responsible  for  a person  found  drunk  upon  his 
premises ; he  can  exclude  him ; the  law  allows 
him  to  call  upon  a constable  to  put  him  off  the 
premises  ; and  I think  if  he  allows  him  to  remain 
there  he  should  be  held  liable.  I think  a step 
in  that  direction  would  possibly  lead  to  a very 
great  change  as  to  the  emptying  of  public  houses 
at  the  closing  hour.  I think  it  would  be  very 
much  in  the  interest  of  the  respectable  members 
of  the  trade  themselves ; in  fact,  that  and  every- 
thing else  which  goes  to  the  enforcement  of 
regularity  and  order  is  to  the  best  interests  of 
those  who  wish  to  carry  on  the  trade  respect- 
ably. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

537.  I want  to  ask  you  a few  questions  about 
the  meetings  that  took  place.  I do  not  think 
you  mentioned  anything  about  that  meeting 
which  took  place  in  the  Rotunda  upon  M arch 
the  16th? — Yes,  I mentioned  that  meeting. 

538.  And  was  that'  an  important  meeting  ? — I 
do  not  regard  it  as  an  important  meeting  consi- 
dering the  subject. 

539.  Did  you  read  the  report  ? — I did. 

540.  Did  you  read  the  names  of  the  people 
who  were  there  ? — I did. 

541.  Do  you  know  who  took  the  chair? — At 
this  moment  I cannot  really  remember. 

542.  Do  you  remember  that  it  was  Alderman 
Winstanley,  J . P.  ? — I do. 

543.  And  he  is  now  the  High  Sheriff? — He  is. 

544.  Do  you  know  that  the  meeting  was  largely 
attended  by  men  who  represented  the  trades  of 
Dublin  ? — I do  not. 

545.  Do  you  know  that  their  names  are 
published  in  the  newspapers  as  having  been 
present? — Yes.  The  question  previously  put  to 
me  was  whether  it  was  strongly  representative  of 
the  working  man  element,  and  I said  that  it  was 
not. 

546.  This  was  a public  meeting ; did  you 
notice  a letter  being  read,  which  was  written  by 
Mr.  Charles  Dawson,  at  that  meeting  ? — I did. 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — -continued. 

547.  I suppose  you  know  that  he  is  an  ex- 
May  or  of  Dublin  ?— -Yes. 

548.  And  that  he  is  not  connected  with  the 
liquor  trade  ?— That  is  so. 

549.  Nor  is  Alderman  Winstanley  connected 
with  the  liquor  trade  ?— No. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

550.  Is  Alderman  Winstanley  not  connected, 
as  a director,  with  Rowe’s  Distillery  Company  ?— 
I am  speaking  of  the  trade,  and  not  of  people 
connected  with  it  in  that  way. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

551.  Do  you  know  that  resolutions  were  pro- 
posed and  spoken  to  by  those  who  were  repre- 
sentatives of  the  working  men  ? — There  were 
some  working  men,  but  I would  not  exactly  say 
that  they  were  representatives  of  the  working 

552.  How  many  would  have  been  present  at 
the  meeting? — From  1,000  to  1,200. 

553.  I suppose  that  is  as  many  as  the  room 
would  contain  ? — No ; the  room  was  not  full. 

554.  Did  you  send  anybody  there  to  make  ob- 
servations for  you  ? — Yes;  a couple  of  members 
of  the  force  were  present. 

555.  And  they  brought  you  a report  ? — No  ; 
I happened  to  be  there  myself,  and  it  was  from 
my  own  observation  that  I expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  was  not  exactly  the  hard-fisted  working 
man  who  were  there. 

556.  Did  you  notice  a report  of  a meeting  oi 
the  United  Trades  Council  upon  March  12th  ? — 
I did. 

557 . Did  you  read  the  report  of  that  meeting  ? 
—I  did. 

558.  Did  you  see  that  nearly  all  the  trades  of 
Dublin  were  present  at  the  meeting  ?— That  was 
a very  large  and  very  influential  meeting  ; there 
is  no  doubt  about  that. 

559.  It  was  an  important  meeting  of  the  trades 
representatives ; do  you  know,  as  a matter  of 
fact,  that  those  men  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
trades  and  of  the  working  men  ? — You  are  speak- 
ing now,  I presume,  of  the  conference  ? 

560.  No;  the  Dublin  United  Trades  Council; 
you  will  see  the  report  in  the  “Freeman”  of 
March  12th,  that  is  the  council  of  the  tradesmen. 

( A copy  of  the  report  was  handed  to  the  Witness .) 
Will  you  look  over  the  names  of  the  trades  re- 
presented there,  and  do  you  see  that  all  the 
trades  of  Dublin  are  represented  there? — I do 
not  think  they  are. 

561.  Now  let  us  see;  there  are  carpenters? — 
Yes. 

562.  And  printers,  stonecutters,  corkcutters, 
brassfounders,  amalgamated  engineers,  amalga- 
mated bricklayers,  ironfounders,  coachmakers, 
mineral  water  operatives',  cabinet  makers,  saddle 
and  brush  makers,  paviors,  united  smiths,  house 
painters,  plumbers,  and  upholsterers ; those  are 
the  trades,  which  are  represented  ; are  they  not 
the  most  important  trades  in  Dublin? — There 
are  delegates  in  this  list,  no  doubt,  from  many 
important  trades  ; but  if  the  trades  had  taken  it 
up,  as  trades,  I would  have  expected  that  they 
would  have  been  differently  represented  from  the 
way  that  they  are  represented  here. 

563.  How  do  you  mean  differently  ? — I expect 

D 4 they 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
they  would  have  been  more  influentially  repre- 
sented. 

564.  But  this  is  the  council,  and  are  not  the 
men  who  compose  the  council  of  the  trades  the 
most  influential  men  of  the  body  ? — Yes,  pre- 
sumably so. 

565.  Then  why  do  you  say  they  could  be  re- 
presented by  more  influential  men  ? — Those  were 
chosen  delegates. 

566.  This  is  a council.  I suppose  you  are 
aware  that  the  council  of  a trade  is  represented 
for  a period  of  time,  and  not  with  a view  to  any 
special  transactions  ? — I should  also  presume  fur- 
ther that  there  are  a certain  number  of  members 
of  council  in  connection  with  each  trade,  and  that 
a certain  number  of  them  are  selected,  and  called 
delegates  ; that  appears  to  have  been  the  case 
here. 

567.  This  is  the  council  of  the  united  trades? 
— But  then  I presume  each  trade  can  send  dif- 
ferent members  of  its  body  to  represent  them  as 
delegates  upon  the  council. 

568.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  they  send  into  the 
united  council  their  best  men  when  they  are 
federated  with  other  trades? — I do  not  gainsay 
that,  except  that  I hold  the  opinion  I have 
already  expressed,  namely,  that  they  did  not  take 
this  matter  up  so  as  to  send  their  most  influential 
men. 

569.  I want  to  ask  you  what  reason  you  have 
for  supposing  that  the  trades  would  not  send  their 
best  and  most  influential  men  to  the  council  of 
the  united  trades?— I have  no  reason  beyond 
this : that  I know  the  names  of  many  in  connec- 
tion with  the  different  trades  whom  I do  net  see 
here,  and  who  would  have  been  there  if  it  had 
been  an  influential  meeting.  I am  not  prepared 
1o  gainsay  altogether  what  you  are  advancing, 
but  at  the  same  time  that  is  my  opinion. 

570.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  those 
•are  not  influential  men  in  their  trades  ? — I am 
.not. 

571.  Do  you  know  them? — Yes,  I know  some 
of  them. 

572.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  they  are  not 
influential  men  in  the  trades  ? — Some  of  them  are, 
and  some  are  not. 

573.  I suppose  you  see  that  they  passed  a very 
strong  resolution  at  the  Council? — Yes,  I do. 

574.  Do  you  see  that  they  say  that  “ if  the 
Bill  were  extended  to  Dublin  it  would  have  the 
contrary  effect  to  what  is  intended  ”? — Yes. 

575.  Ymi  stated  a while  ago  that  the  standard 
of  good  order  was  high  in  Dublin  at  present  ? — I 
think  it  is  reasonably  high. 

576.  And  you  stated,  did  you  not,  that  since 
1883  that  had  been  the  case  ? — No,  I did  not  say 
that.  I accounted  for  it  as  being  shown  by  the 
increasing  number  of  arrests  during  the  last  two 
or  three  years. 

577.  You  stated  that  the  standard  of  good 
order  was  high  now  ? — Y es. 

578.  And  that  that  is  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  there  is  a regular  increase  of  arrests  and 
convictions  since  that,  date  ? — Yes. 

579.  And  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  arrests 
that  that  good  order  prevails? — No  ; 1 think  you 
misapprehend  what  1 intended  to  convey  b}’  the 
standard  of  order  being  raised.  There  is  a 
standard,  we  know,  by  which  the  public  as  well 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
as  the  police  regard  offences,  and  there  are  some 
places  and  some  times  when  little  acts  of  disorder 
and  drunkenness  would  not  entail  arrest.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  times  when  it  would. 
I went  further,  and  said  that  I did  not  think  that 
every  man  who  is  found  drunk  in  the  streets  of 
Dublin  was  arrested  ; but  that  when  the  drunken- 
ness was  accompanied  by  disorderly  conduct, 
very  few  escaped. 

580.  I suppose  you  read  the  report  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Dublin  Corporation? — I did. 

581.  Do  you  attach  a great  deal  o^  importance 
to  that? — I do. 

582.  You  saw  that  the  Lord  Mayor  was  in  the 
chair? — I did. 

583.  You  know  that  he  is  not  connected  with 
the  trade? — I do;  and  speaking  from  memory 
now,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I do  not 
think  the  Lord  Mayor  was  very  strong  one  way 
or  the  other.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  he 
reserved  his  judgment  upon  the  matter. 

584.  You  saw  that  Alderman  Dillon  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  petition  against  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  ?— I did. 

585.  And  he  is  not  connected  with  the  trade, 
I believe?—  No,  he  is  not. 

586.  He  is  a very  respectable  solicitor?  — 
There  is  none  more  so. 

587.  You  saw  that  the  meeting  drew  up  a 
petition  against  the  extension  of  Sunday  closing 
to  Dublin  ? — I did.  I may  say  that  I have  only 
a general  recollection  of  this  now  ; I read  a great 
many  reports  then. 

588.  But  you  may  remember  that  Mr.  Dawson 
read  a letter  on  that  occasion  in  support  of  that 
petition? — Yes. 

589.  And  he  is  not  connected  with  the  trade  ? 
—No. 

590.  He  has  been  the  Mayor  of  Dublin  for 
three  years? — Yes. 

591.  And  he  knows  Dublin  well,  does  he  not? 
— He  knows  it  quite  well,  no  doubt. 

592.  The  Lord  Mayor  did  make  a speech  on 
that  day  I find  in  favour  of  the  petition  ? — I may 
not  be  correct,  but  my  impression  was  that  he 
spoke  reservedly. 

593.  Are  you  not  aware  that  he  made  a speech 
in  favour  of  the  petition  ? — N o ; but  if  you  have 
the  report  there  stating  it  I will  accept  it  from 
you. 

594.  You  know  that  the  petition  was  adopted 
by  a majority  of  29  against  five  ? — Yes. 

595.  You  know  the  corporation  well? — Yes, I 
know  the  corporation  reasonably  well. 

596.  You  know  they  reflect  the  opinion  of  the 
citizens  of  Dublin  ? — They  represent  the  citizens 
of  Dublin  for  the  local  administration  of  the 
matters  which  come  within  their  scope. 

597.  I suppose  you  would  be  of  opinion  that 
they  have  the  interest  of  the  locality  and  the 
sobriety  of  the  people  at  heart  ? — I am  sure  they 
have  the  interests  of  the  people  at  heart. 

598.  Taken  in  connection  with  the  expressed 
opinion  of  the  trades  council  and  the  meeting  in 
the  Rotunda,  do  not  you  think  that  there  has 
been  a fair  amount  of  opinion  expressed  compa- 
ratively with  what  took  place  at  and  during 
previous  agitations  on  the  subject? — Candidly, 
1 do  not  think  there  has  been  what  you  would 
call  a strong  expression  of  opinion. 

599.  Do 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

599.  Do  you  remember  the  agitation  in  former 
times  about  this  question?— I had  no  experience 
of  it  in  Dublin. 

600.  You  had  in  Belfast?— Yes. 

601.  Did  they  hold  very  spirited  and  full 
meetings  there  ? — They  did. 

602.  You  are  not  aware  that  all  over  the  coun- 
try there  was  a great  deal  of  apathy  displayed 
with  regard  to  this  question  ? — I do  not  believe 
that  there  was  much  agitation  amongst  the  people 
in  the  country. 

603.  I suppose  you  know  that  it  is  generally 
the  case  that  what  is  everybody’s  business  is 
nobody’s  business  in  a matter  of  this  kind? — I 
hardly  know  that. 

604.  Do  you  consider  the  meetings  that  were 
held  on  the  other  side  were  important  meetings  ? 
— I do  not,  and  I said  so. 

605.  They  were  not  very  numerous,  were 
they? — The  general  opinion  I arrived  at  as 
regards  the  expression  of  opinion  publicly  by 
meeting  or  organisation  was,  that  there  was  not 
a very  great  deal  of  interest  shown  in  the  matter 
one  way  or  the  other  by  the  general  public. 

606.  You  still  adhere  to  your  opinion  that  the 
tradesmen  of  Dublin  and  the  working  men  have 
not  pronounced  their  opinion  strongly  upon  the 
matter  ? — I do. 

607.  Notwithstanding  the  expression  of  opinion 
of  the  trades  council? — I am  not  prepared,  as  a 
matter  of  personal  knowledge,  to  say  more  than 
to  give  the  impression  that  is  left  upon  mv  mind 
by  reading  this  paper.  I do  not  regard  this  as 
important.  Although  it  was  arranged  that  they 
would  meet  at  the  liotunda,  yet  if  the  trades  had 
come  to  the  Rotunda  meeting  the  trades  would 
have  turned  out  7,000  strong  themselves,  whereas 
33,  Denmark-street,  would  not  hold  anything 
like  a representative  meeting  of  the  trades. 

608.  But  you  are  aware  that  that  was  a meet- 
ing of  the  council? — But  it  appears  that  the 
trades  did  not  come  out  afterwards : “ The 
motion  was  adopted,  and  it  was  decided  to  send  a 
deputation  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Friday  next 
in  the  Rotunda,  the  object  being  to  oppose  the 

609.  Would  you  not  consider  those  meetings 
more  important  expressions  of  opinion  than  those 
which  were  held  upon  the  other  side,  the  meetings 
of  women  and  children  and  of  the  Church  of 
Ireland  Society,  &c.  ? — As  regards  gauging  their 
importance,  I say  that  I do  not  consider  any  of 
them  very  important,  but  I could  scarcely  insti- 
tute a comparison. 

610.  You  gave  evidence  before  the  Select 
Committee  in  1877,  did  you  not? — I did. 

611.  At  that  time  you  said  that  you  would 
expect  an  increase  in  illicit  traffic  as  the  result? 
— Yes,  if  total  closing  were  adopted  in  the  large 
towns. 

612.  Has  that  result  been  borne  out  by 
your  experience  since  ? — No ; but  the  thing 
took  a turn  that  I did  not  see  at  the  time.  I 
consider  that  the  development  has  been  in  the 
direction  of  the  bond  fide  travellers. 

Mr.  Biyyar. 

613.  That  is  to  say,  a development  in  the  direc- 
tion of  an  increased  consumption  of  drink? — 
Yes. 

0.67. 


Chairman. 

614.  Or  a development  in  the  way  of  evasion 
of  the  Act?— A development  in  the  way  of  eva- 
sion of  the  Act. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

615.  You  gave  expression  to  the  Opinion  that, 
of  course,  any  restriction  will  tempt-  people  to 
evasion,  and  the  greator  the  restriction  the 
greater  the  temptation;  does  that  opinion  hold 
good  still  ? — That  was  my  expression  before  the 
Committee  to-day.  I said  that  if  you  draw  the 
line  too  tightly  you  will  then  get  out  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  people,  and  there  will  be  evasion 
of  the  law  ; that  is  exactly  my  opinion  still. 

616.  And  you  stated  the  direction  in  which 
those  evasions  would  take  phice.  Now,  was  it 
you  that  extinguished  that  club  that  you  referred 
to  in  Dublin  ? — To  some  extent. 

617.  You  believe  strongly  that  if  public-houses 
were  closed  in  Dublin  that  would  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  drinking  clubs? — I think  it 
would  tend  to.  I should  think  that  that  would 
be  a very  possible  consequence. 

618.  And  that  the  consequences  would  be 
disastrous? — I think  so. 

619.  Unless  they  were  restrained  in  some  way? 
— Certainly. 

620.  But  do  not  you  think  that  drinking  clubs, 
those  that  would  be  established  for  drinking  pur- 
poses, could  register  as  clubs  and  evade  the  law 
as  well  as  other  clubs  that  were  not  established 
for  the  purpose  ? — Certainly  they  would,  but  I 
say  “ strict  registration ; ” and  of  course  the 
Board  of  Trade  would  judge  of  what  was  a bond 
fide  application  or  otherwise ; and  I combined 
with  that  some  stringent  application  of  the  licens- 
ing system. 

621.  You  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  en- 
couragement of  any  social  change  that  would  lead 
people  to  drinking  in  clubs  or  bringing  drink  to 
their  houses  ? — I am. 

622.  ,And  extension  of  the  Sunding  Closing 
Act  would  in  your  opinion  lead  to  those  two 
results  ? — Giving  due  weight  to  that  as  well  as 
to  all  other  considerations  I gave  the  Committee 
the  result  of  my  views  upon  the  subject,  and 
that  was  that  the  public-houses  should  still  be 
opened  on  Sundays  from  two  till  five  o’clock. 

623.  Now  with  regard  to  the  bond  fide 
traveller,  do  you  not  think  it,  would  be  a great 
hardship  to  inflict  upon  a number  of  people  who 
walk  out  for  pleasure  in  the  country  on  Sunday 
to  put  difficulties  in  the  way  of  their  getting 
refreshment? — I really  do  not;  I have  the 
greatest  sympathy  with  the  man  who  requires  a 
little  drink  with  his  dinner,  or  who  after  his 
dinner,  or  at  any  other  time  resorts  to  the  public- 
house  for  a glass  of  beer  in  the  way  he  is  in  the 
habit  of  doing,  but  I have  very  little  sympathy 
with  the  man  who  goes  out  for  a walk  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  and  who  requires  for  his  necessities 
that  there  should  be  a public-house  every  two  or 
three  miles  at  which  he  may  satisfy  his  thirst. 

624.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  a number 
of  young  men  who  are  engaged  all  the  week 
round  in  more  or  less  confinement  ? — Yes. 

625.  They  walk  into  the  country  very  largely 
every  Sunday  afternoon,  do  they  not? — Yes. 

626.  Is  it  conducive  to  their  health  that  they 
should  do  so? — Yes. 

E 627.  Would 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

627.  Would  not  they  consider  it  a deprivation 
of  a very  serious  character  if  they  were  prevented 
from  obtaining  refreshment? — I do  not  think 
they  would.  I think  if  they  dine  comfortably, 
and  as  most  oi  them  do  dine  early,  and  get  what 
they  want  to  drink  at  dinner,  and  then  go  out  for 
a walk  for  their  health,  they  are  a great  deal 
better  if  they  take  their  walk  for  their  health 
simply  and  then  come  home  and  have  their  supper, 
or  whatever  it  may  be. 

628.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  induce 
many  of  them  not  to  take  that  necessary 
and  healthy  recreation  if  they  had  no  prospect 
of  obtaining  some  refreshment  ? — I do  not 
think  so. 

62y.  Do  you  know  that  class  of  people? — I 
observe  the  people;  it  is  my  business  to  do  so. 

630.  Do  you  ever  associate  with  that  class  of 
people  ? — I do  not ; still  I know  a good  deal 
about  them  and  their  requirements  ; and  I know 
that  their  personal  habits  and  their  generosity 
very  often  lead  them  into  difficulties  from  the  fact 
that  the  public-house  is  open,  for  if  half-a-dozen 
of  them  go  into  a public-house  the  practice 
usually  is  that  one  should  treat  the  others,  and  so 
the  treating  goes  on  until,  if  the  party  is  large 
enough,  they  very  often  take  more  than  they  had 
intended  to  take. 

631.  Are  there  not  a very  great  number  who 
use  the  public-house  moderately,  to  the  advantage 
of  their  health,  and  to  their  personal  recreation? 
— I am  now  only  speaking  of  those  young  men 
who  go  out  for  a quiet  walk  on  a Sunday  after- 
noon ; and  I must  say  that  I have  not  much 
sympathy  for  their  wants  in  that  way. 

632.  You  have  no  sympathy  with  the  Iona 
Jide  traveller  then,  or  with  the  man  who  takes  a 
walk  for  pleasure  ? — If  he  is  on  a regular  walking 
tour  I should  be  very  sorry  to  deprive  him  of  the 
convenience  of  going  to  an  hotel  if  he  wants  to 
dine,  or  to  prevent  him  going  there  at  any  hour 
of  the  day  or  night;  I think  he  is  fully  entitled  to 
do  so,  but  I would  draw  the  line  at  people  just 
walking  in  and  out  a few  miles. 

633.  You  remember  that  house  in  the  park, 
where  you  said  400  or  500  went  before  hours ; 
do  you  think  if  the  houses  were  open  for  regular 
hours  during  the  day  throughout  the  country, 
that  people  of  this  class  would  be  tempted  to  have 
illicit  trading  before  hours;  do  you  not  think  that 
the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  house  would 
be  opened  at  certain  hours  during  the  day  would 
content  those  people,  and  that  they  would  not  be 
tempted  to  use  houses  before  hours? — You  see 
we  are  speaking  now  of  city  people;  I make  a 
very  strong  distinction  between  the  lives,  the 
habits,  the  necessities,  and  everything  connected 
with  those  who  live  in  large  centres,  as  compared 
with  purely  country  people ; the  people  who  went 
out  to  that  house  in  the  suburbs  are  city  people. 

634.  I suppose  you  know  the  habits  of  the 
people  who  live  in  Dublin  very  well  ? — Reason- 
able well. 

635.  Have  you  much  acquaintance  with  their 
family  life  ? — I cannot  say  that  I have  ; I am  an 
ordinary  observer  whose  business  it  is  to  hear  a 
good  deal  about  them,  and  to  see  something  of 
them. 

636.  Do  you  know  what  the  feeling  of  the 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
wives  and  families  of  the  working  men  is  with 
regard  to  those  clubs  ? — I know  they  are  very 
strongly  opposed  to  them. 

637.  Do  you  think  they  would  prefer  to  see 
the  male  members  of  the  family  go  into  a public- 
house  rather  than  goto  a club? — Atapublic-house 
they  are  obliged  to  go  home  some  time,  i.e.,  after 
closing  hours;  if  they  get  into  a club  they  may 
stay  there  any  time. 

638.  Do  you  know  that  there  is  a very  general 
feeling  against  those  clubs  on  the  part  of  one 
portion  of  the  family  ? — I know  there  is. 

639.  And  on  that  account  they  prefer  the 
public-house  to  the  open  club  ? — No  doubt. 

640.  Are  those  clubs  subject  to  police  super- 
vision?— No. 

641.  Or  any  clubs  that  might  exist  in  Dublin  ? 
— Not  as  clubs;  if  other  unlawful  practices  are 
carried  on  then  the  police  have  some  power,  but 
the  powers  are  very  limited  with  regard  to 
clubs. 

642.  Are  there  not  a number  of  clubs  in 
Dublin  where  it  is  possible  for  an  artizan  to  be- 
come a member,  and  where  he,  for  the  payment 
of  a small  sum  per  year,  may  get  drink  all  day 
and  night? — No,  not  a number  of  clubs. 

643.  Are  there  some  ? — I do  not  believe  there 
are  many ; in  fact,  I do  not  know  that  there  is 
one  at  the  present  moment  where  drinking  alone 
is  the  abuse. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

644.  Is  there  not  one  on  Wellington  Quay  ?- — 
There  is  a club  there  ; No.  10,  Wellington  Quay, 
is  a workman’s  club ; I do  not  think  there  is  any- 
thing connected  with  that  to  take  exception  to  ; 
certainly  they  do  not  drink  there  day  and  night ; 
as  regards  the  bringing  in  of  strangers  it  is  not 
done  there ; the  club  has  not  been  very  long 
there. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

645.  If  the  houses  were  closed  it  would  lead 
to  the  establishment  of  drinking  clubs,  would  it 
not  ? — The  opinion  I have  expressed  already  is, 
that  as  the  law  stands  at  present,  we  have  very 
little  power  over  clubs,  and  that  it  is  not  an  evil 
at  present,  but  that  it  might  grow  into  one,  and 
without  increased  power  on  our  part,  into  a very 
great  evil. 

646.  The  establishment  of  such  clubs  would 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  a very  bad  system  of 
drinking,  would  it  not? — If  there  was  not  the 
power  and  authority  to  suppress  them  it  would 
lead  to  a very  bad  state  of  things. 

647.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a very  bad  class 
of  drink  is  sold  in  those  places,  that  is  to  say,  of 
very  inferior  quality  ? — I really  could  express  no 
opinion  at  all  about  that,  but  I do  not  think  so. 

648.  Do  not  you  think  it  more  likely  that  one 
would  get  good  drink  in  a house  owned  by  a man 
who  has  a character  to  sustain  than  in  a club 
where  there  is  nobody  responsible  ? — I presume 
if  there  is  a manager  of  the  club  he  buys  his 
drink  from  some  man  who  has  a character  to 
sustain. 

649.  Do  you  consider  that  the  quantity  of 
drink  with  regard  to  bulk  and  measure  will  be 
decreased  by  the  closing  of  public-houses  in 
Dublin  or  in  the  exempted  cities  ? — I do  not 

know 
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know  that  I could  offer  any  very  useful  opinion 
on  that  subject. 

650.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease  of 
arrests  in  1881  and  1882  when  the  figure  touched 
the  bottom  ? — About  1882  and  1883  that  would 
be. 

651.  They  have  gone  on  increasing  since  then  ? 
— They  have. 

652.  Was  it  that  the  police  were  very  much 
engaged  ? — No,  I do  not  say  that. 

653.  Has  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  expressed 
any  opinion  upon  this  subject? — I am  aware  that 
the  Protestant  Archbishop  has,  but  I am  not 
aware  that  the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  has. 

654.  Have  any  of  the  other  Roman  Catholic 
Arehbishops  expressed  any  opinion  ? — Not  that 
I am  aware  of,  except  those  that  have  been  pub- 
lished ; of  course  they  may  have  expressed 
opinions,  but  I only  speak  of  what  appeared  pub- 
licly in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

655.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  to  compare 
the  highest  number  of  arrests  before  the  Act  was 
passed,  with  the  highest  number  of  arrests  since 
the  Act  was  passed,  and  to  deal  with  the  lowest 
in  the  same  way,  the  lowest  year  of  arrests 
before,  and  the  lowest  since  the  Act  was  passed, 
and  to  give  the  benefit  of  the  difference  to  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act ; that  is  to  say,  in  the  highest 
year  you  gave  us,  the  number  of  arrests  before 
the  Act  was  passed  was  1,820,  and  the  highest 
number  of  arrests  since  the  Act  was  passed  was 
1,285;  do  you  think  we  may  fairly  attribute  the 
difference  between  those  figures  to  the  action  of 
the  Act  of  1878  ? — I myself  do  not  attach  a great 
deal  of  importance  to  the  figures.  To  say  exactlv 
that  taking  two  hours  off  the  opening  on  a Sunday 
night  caused  the  figures  to  go  down  would  be 
saying  too  much  ; I could  not  in  that  case  well 
account  for  their  going  up.  I think  there  are 
many  influences  at  work.  If  I attribute  the 
decrease  of  figures  to  the  taking  off  of  two  hours 
on  Sunday  evening,  then  naturally  I cannot 
account  for  their  increase. 

656.  Hut  they  go  up  and  down  in  each  case, 
before  and  after? — I do  not  know  that  we  have 
touched  the  highest  yet,  because  I think  that 
this  year  will  possibly  be  higher  than  last  year. 

657.  But  taking  the  highest  year  and  taking 
the  lowest,  the  lowest  number  of  arrests  before 
the  passing  of  the  Act  was  1,558,  and  the  lowest 
since  has  been  754,  giving  a diminution  of  50  per 
cent,  in  one  case,  and  30  per  cent,  in  the  other? — 
If  you  ask  me  whether  I think  that  is  fairly 
attributable  to  the  taking  off  of  the  two  hours  of 
a Sunday,  it  would  be  an  opinion  I could  not 
support ; but  to  a considerable  extent,  or,  at  all 
events  to  some  extent,  I think  it  is. 

658.  You  could  give  other  reasons? — I did 
give  other  reasons ; I said  that  the  state  of  the 
times  had  had  a great  deal  to  do  with  it.  As 
one  proof,  I might  mention  that  on  one  night 
upon  which  there  was  the  shooting  affray  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  in  the  month  of  November  1883, 
such  an  effect  had  it  upon  the  public  mind,  and 
to  such  an  extent  did.  the  people  go  off  the 
streets,  that  on  the  following  morning,  in  the 
divisional  police  court  of  that  side  of  the  city, 
there  was  not  a charge  of  drunkenness. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

659.  Do  you  think,  although  it  is  your  own 
opinion,  that  houses  should  be  shut  two  hours 
earlier  on  Sundays  than  they  are  ; that  the  main 
body  of  the  people  of  Dublin  would  object  to 
that  ? — I do  not  believe  that  they  would. 

660.  But  that  they  would  quietly  acquiesce  in 
it? — I believe  they  would. 

661.  Have  you  heard  any  demand  at  all  for 
an  increase  of  the  hours  to  the  old  prevailing 
time  ? — I have  not. 

662.  Prom  no  one  ? — I have  not. 

663.  Do  you  think  that  people  would  not  come 
to  shop  earlier  on  Saturday  evening  if  the  spirit 
grocers’  shops  were  closed  earlier ; if  they  were 
closed  at  10  o’clock  now,  would  they  not  be  able 
in  a few  years  to  close  at  nine  o’clock? — Yes; 
the  tendency  has  all  been  in  the  direction  of 
closing  earlier  in  Dublin  in  the  last  few  years. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

664.  You  were  examined,  when  an  officer  in. 
Belfast,  in  reference  to  the  Sunday  closing  there  ? 
—Yes. 

665.  What  was  your  recommendation  as  to  the 
hours  then?— I recommended,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection  (I  am  not  sure  that  I am  strictly 
accurate,  inasmuch  as  I only  read  my  evidence 
once,  and  that  was  five  or  six  months  ago),  that 
the  hours  should  be  diminished  by  two. 

666.  What  was  the  hour  then? — Nine  o’clock. 

667.  You  recommended  that  seven  should  be 
substituted  for  nine  o’clock  ? — Yes. 

668.  What  has  caused  you  to  change  your 
opinion,  when  you  now  recommend  five  o’clock  ? 
— I have  not  changed  my  opinion.  My  idea  at 
that  time  was  (I  do  not  know  whether  I stated  it 
or  not,  but  I think  I did)  that  if  it  were  possible 
even  a further  curtailment  might  be  made  with 
good  effect  at  some  interval  of  time  further  on. 
The  principle  I suggested  going  upon  was  thaf 
there  should  be  a gradual  shortening  of  the 
hours. 

669.  In  any  case  you  were  strongly  opposed  to 
the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays  ? — 
I was,  and  am. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

670.  That  is  to  say,  in  those  areas? — Yes,  in 
the  metropolitan  area. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

671.  And  I suppose  you  would,  upon  the  same 
principle,  apply  such  privileges  to  other  large 
towns,  as  well  as  to  the  townships  within  the 
metropolitan  area? — No,  I would  not. 

672.  Upon  what  ground? — The  only  two  large 
towns  I know  anything  about  are  Belfast  and 
Dublin.  In  no  other  town  in  Ireland  that  I am 
aware  of  (I  know  nothing  about  Cork)  is  there 
any  necessity  for  Sunday  opening  at  all.  I held 
that  opinion  in  1878,  and  I hold  it  still. 

673.  Then  it  is  because  you  do  not  know  other 
towns  as  well  as  you  know  the  city  of  Dublin 
and  the  town  of  Belfast  that  you  would  not 
desire  to  extend  the  principle? — No,  it  is  not. 

I have  had  considerable  experience  of  provincial 
towns,  and  from  what  I know  of  them  I say  I do 
not  believe  the  same  necessities  arise  and  exist 
as  we  have  in  large  centres  like  Belfast  and 
Dublin. 

674.  You  say  you  acted  as  resident  magistrate 
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in  Sligo,  Mayo,  and  Roscommon ; do  you  know 
the  large  towns  in  that  district  ?—  I do. 

675.  Is  not  Roscommon  a pretty  large  and  a 
very  orderly  town  ? — It  is. 

676.  Do  you  know  Sligo  to  be  a very  large 
town,  with  a respectable  population? — Yes. 

677.  And  you  may  say  the  same  of  the  towns 
in  Mayo : would  you  deny  to  the  people  of  those 
towns  the  privileges  that  you  would  grant  to  the 
towns  and  townships  within  the  metropolitan 
area? — I cannot  regard  it  from  that  point  of 
view  ; 1 think  the  people  who  live  in  those  towns 
really  have  nonecessiiy  for  Sunday  opening.  I think 
there  is  no  public  necessity  as  regards  those 
towns  except  in  the  case  of  strangers.  I think 
the  residents  in  towns  of  that  size,  as  a rule,  do 
not  use  public-houses.  I certainly  never  saw 
any  manifestation  of  a desire  that  they  should  be 
open. 

678.  You  draw  that  inference  from  the  fact 
that  comfortable  well-to-do  people  can  bring  in 
their  drink  on  Saturday  or  during  the  week, 
and  place  the  decanter  upon  the  sideboard  ; but 
how  will  you  provide  for  the  poor  man  who  will, 
perhaps,  be  only  able  to  get  in  his  pint  of  beer  ? 
— I do  not  think  within  my  experience  that  the 
demand  for  the  pint  of  beer  exists  in  small  country 
towns.  I do  not  think  it  is  the  habit  of  the 
people. 

679.  Is  it  possible  that  there  is  not  the  same 
necessity  for  a man  living  in  a country  town  that 
there  is  for  a man  livingin  a large  town  or  a city '! 
— I do  not  think  there  is. 

680.  "Why? — You  have  a different  class  of 
people  altogether. 

681.  Are  they  not’  constitutionally  similar?— 
No. 

682.  There  must  be  some  physiological  reason  ? 

■ — I say  they  are  different ; in  the  first  place,  you 
have  trades  and  classes  of  people  which  do  not 
exist  in  small  towns.  In  the  large  and  great 
centres  you  have  men  living  under  a higher  pres- 
sure of  life  altogether  ; their  habits  are  different. 

683.  Then  you  consider  that  people  living 
outside  the  metropolitan  district  as  not  wanting 
anything  in  the  shape  of  refreshment  on  a Sun- 
day ? — Yes,  as  a rule.  I am  speaking  now  in 
respect  of  the  residents  in  provincial  towns.  I 
am  not  taking  into  account  the  visitors  who  come 
in  from  the  country  districts,  the  bona  Jide 
travellers,  because  1 have  seen  something  of  that 
in  the  country  also. 

684.  You  would  provide  for  those,  would  you 
not? — Not  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  bona 
Jide  traveller  at  present. 

685.  Now,  as  regards  the  extension  of  the  bond 
fide  travellers’  radius  to  which  you  referred,  is  it 
not  more  or  less  disadvantageous  to  a man  com- 
ing out  from  the  city  to  be  prevented,  say  if  he 
were  at  a distance  of  four  or  five  miles,  from 
getting  refreshment  if  he  needed  it  ? — It  all 
depends  upon  individuals  and  circumstances; 
but  I do  not  know  that  those  necessities  are  what 
I would  call  reasonable  necessities. 

686.  I believe  the  reason  for  desiiing  to  extend 
the  radius  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  privilege  is  to 
prevent  imposition  on  the  part  of  a large  number 
of  people  who  represent  themselves  as  travellers  ? 
— Yes,  no  doubt  that  is  one  of  the  reasons. 

687.  But  would  not  that  imposition  continue 


Mr.  Peter  Mi Donald — continued, 
outside  the  seven  miles  radius  quite  as  well  as 
outside  the  three  miles  radius? — But  that  is  only 
one  ingredient  in  my  recommendation.  I say 
further,  that  the  houses  to  which  the  privilege  of 
entertaining  bond  fide  travellers  is  given  should 
be  restricted,  and  that  those  houses  should  be 
selected  by  whatever  method  you  may  adopt,  in 
such  manner  as  to  leave  the  management  in  the 
hands  of  persons  who  would  not  permit  them- 
selves to  be  imposed  upon. 

688.  Then  you  would  limit  it  to  hotels,  or  to 
houses  that  may  be  designated  hotels  ? - Hotels 
or  restaurants. 

689.  Provided  a poor  artizan  happened  to  be 
a bona  Jide  traveller  and  was  not  able  to  afford 
the  expense  of  going  into  a hotel  or  restaurant, 
how  would  you  provide  for  him  ? — As  far  as  food 
is  concerned,  where  there  are  such  travellers 
there  are  always  houses  where  they  can  get  suit- 
able accommodation ; and  as  to  the  drink,  if  he 
must  drink,  under  the  circumstances,  he  will  pay 
very  little  more  for  the  drink  in  the  one  sort  of 
house  than  in  the  other. 

690.  I believe  under  the  designation  of  refresh- 
ment, drink  as  well  as  food  is  iucluded,  is  it  not? 
— I was  dealing  with  the  question  of  drink.  I 
say,  as  a matter  of  fact,  in  such  a house  as  I 
describe,  hotel  or  restaurant,  if  a man  goes  in 
and  wants  a drink  there  he  would  get  it  as  cheaply 
as  he  would  at  present  in  a public-house. 

691.  You  have  given  the  figure  for  the  total 
arrests,  including  Sunday,  in  the  metropolitan 
area,  to  be  13,271  for  the  last  year? — Yes. 

692.  Is  that  under  or  over  the  number  of 
arrests  for  the  year  1875,  or  for  the  year  1874; 
you  gave  as  the  figure  in  1874,  what  was  it? — 
There  were  13,785  convictions. 

693.  And  in  the  year  1875  the  number  was 
13,311?— Yes. 

694.  Those  are  the  two  first  years  you  gave  ? 
—Yes. 

695.  Let  us  now  compare  the  two  first  years 
with  the  two  last  years,  that  is,  1886,  when  there 
were  12,624  convictions? — Yes. 

696.  And  in  1887,  when  the  number  was 
13,235  ?— Yes. 

697.  Then,  comparing  the  two  first  years  with 
the  two  last  years,  you  find  consequently  that 
there  is  no  considerable  diminution  ? — No. 

698.  In  fact,  they  are  about  equal  ? — They 
are  nearly  equal. 

699.  Consequently  that  the  convictions  for 
drunkenness  were  quite  as  many  in  the  first  two 
years  as  they  were  in  the  last  two  years? — The 
numbers  are  nearly  the  same. 

Mr,  Theodore  Fry. 

700.  That  is  for  the  whole  week,  not  Sundays 
alone  ? — It  is  for  the  whole  week. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

701.  You  said  there  was  one  portion  of  the 
period  of  14  years,  from  1874  to  1887,  when  the 
attention  of  the  police  authorities  was  more  par- 
ticularly directed  to  arrests  for  drunkenness; 
was  not  that  so? — No;  I did  not  say  that.  I 
was  asked  how  I would  account  for  the  figures 
for  1878,  and  I said  that  a possible  method  of 
accounting  for  it  was  that  the  subject  was  attract- 
ing a good  deal  of  general  attention  in  conse- 
quence 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY  CLOSING  ACTS  (IRELAND). 


37 


12  April  1888.] 


Mr.  Harrel. 


[ Continued. 


Mr.  Peter  Donald — continued, 

quence  of  its  being  considered  by  the  House  at 
that  time. 

702.  Your  words  were  that  it  gave  a consider- 
able impetus  to  the  police  ? — I say  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  give  a considerable  impetus  to  the 
police. 

703.  I take  it  that  it  gave  an  impetus  to  the 
police? — I have  no  doubt  that  it  gave  a certain 
impetus. 

704.  Consequently  the  high  figures  in  that 
year  are  in  your  opinion  mainly  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  surveillance  of  the  police  was  much 
more  strict  than  it  would  have  been  at  any  other 
time? — I think  I said  that  that  was  possibly  so. 
I could  not  speak  with  any  certainty ; that  was  a 
matter  of  speculation ; it  was  only  suggested  to 
account  for  the  fact. 

705.  The  illicit  sales  are  not  very  formidable 
in  the  district? — -No. 

706.  The  reason  of  that  I presume  is  because 
there  is  ample  facility  to  get  drink  in  the  ordi- 
nary way  from  the  regular  public-houses  ? — 
Yes ; of  course  that  is  one  important  fact. 

707.  And  if  we  have  not  regular  public-houses 
open,  as  a natural  consequence  the  illicit  sales 
will  be  considerably  increased? — I did  not  say 
that.  I said  I was  not  apprehensive  that  it  would 
De  so  ; I said  that  with  slightly  increased  powers 
I thought  that  the  police  could  always  keep  it 
within  control. 

708.  Do  you  say  that  diebeening  is  only  on 
Saturdaj's  ? — Shebeening  is  generally  on  Satur- 
day nights  and  Sundays. 

709.  When  you  say  Saturday  nights  you 
mean,  I presume,  running  into  Sunday  morn- 
ing?—Up  to  two  or  three  o’clock  on  Sunday 
morning. 

710.  That  is  from  11  on  Saturday  night  to 
two  or  three  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  ? — Yes. 

711.  Now,  the  number  of  arrests  that  you  have 
given  in  this  tabulated  return  does  not  specify 
the  hours  during  which  the  arrests  were  made  ? 
—No. 

712.  Do  not  you  consider  that  it  would  be  very 
desirable,  I may  say  very  necessary,  to  particu- 
larise the  hours  during  which  these  arrests  were 
made  ? — Of  course  it  is  important  in  its  way,  and 
yet  its  importance  may  be  very  much  diminished 
by  the  fact  that  a man  is  not  always  arrested  just 
after  he  has  taken  the  drink  that  made  him 
drunk.  To  set  down  all  the  arrests  after  11 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night  as  attributable  to  illicit 
drinking  would  not  be  fair.  On  the  contrary,  a 
man  who  got  the  drink  at  10  o’clock  may  not  be 
arrested  till  midnight,  and  the  same  thing  will 
occur  till  one  in  the  morning. 

713.  But  I suppose,  as  a general  rule,  the 
effect  of  the  drink  would  not  be  quite  dissipated 
until  at  least  after  an  hour  from  the  time  he 
drinks  it? — But  my  argument  is  that  it  is  not 
dissipated  at  all  for  hours  after  he  drinks  it. 

714.  Are  the  arrests  between  two  o’clock  and 
seven  o’clock  on  Sundays  numerous  ? — No. 

715.  During  what  hours  are  the  arrests  most 
general  ? — The  arrests  on  Sunday  afternoon  (I 
speak  now  from  general  observation)  are  not 
numerous.  The  arrests  usually  begin  about  six 
o’clock;  from  six  o’clock  onwards. 

716.  Or  at  a later  hour,  I suppose,  you  would 
0.67. 
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say  ? — No,  I would  say  they  would  begin  at  six 
o’clock. 

717.  That  is  an  hour  before  the  closing? — 
Yes. 

718.  How  long  after  the  closing  do  they  go 
on? — For  two  or  three  hours.  There  are  not 
many  arrests  on  Sunday  night  after  10  or  11 
o’clock. 

719.  But  it  is  possible  that  many  of  the  Sunday 
night  arrests  have  arisen  from  the  facilities  of 
getting  drink  in  an  illicit  form? — Many  of  them 
may,  but  I would  not  say  that  the  arrests  made 
after  the  closing  hour  on  Sunday  night  arose 
generally  from  drunkenness  where  the  drink  was 
got  in  an  illicit  form. 

720.  You  have  alluded  to  the  number  of  meet- 
ings that  have  been  held  pro  and  con  regarding 
this  question.  Now,  are  you  aware  of  the  names 
of  the  prominent  promoters  of  those  meetings 
which  have  been  held  for  the  purpose  of  securiug 
the  closing  of  public-houses  on  the  Sundays? — 

721.  Do  you  find  a recurrence  of  those  names 
at  the  several  meetings? — I think  that  some 
individuals,  perhaps,  were  at  more  than  one 
meeting. 

722.  Some,  or  perhaps  several,  of  those  who 
attended  the  Women’s  Temperance  Association, 
the  Coffee  Palace,  at  Kingstown,  the  Town-hall 
at  Bathmines,  and  the  Church  of  Ireland  Tem- 
perance Society  ? — I think  they  were  held  upon 
the  same  evening. 

723.  No,  not  upon  the  same  evening,  and  for 
the  obvious  reason  that  the  same  speakers  were 
required  to  perform  duty  at  different  times ; is  not 
that  so? — My  recollection  is  not  sufficient  to 
justify  me  in  saying  that,  but  it  bears  me  out  that 
a good  many  of  them  spoke  at  more  than  one 
place. 

724.  And  that,  consequently,  those  prominent 
persons  attending  those  meeting  were  what  you 
may  call  temperance  advocates? — I said  at  the 
beginning  of  my  evidence  that  the  meetings 
which  were  held  were  mainly  held  by,  and  at  the 
instigation  of,  those  who  had  really  made  the 
advocacy  of  temperance  the  principle  of  their 
life. 

725.  And  that  they  only  represented  a class, 
but  did  not  represent  the  community  ? — I did  not 
say  that. 

726.  I ask  you  as  to  the  fact ; is  it  not  the 
fact  that  they  represented  a class,  and  did  not 
represent  the  general  community? — No,  I did 
not  say  that.  The  inference  to  be  drawn  from 
the  words  I used  would  be,  that  as  far  as  the 
community  was  concerned,  they  perhaps  did,  to 
a great  extent,  represent  what  the  community 
thought,  but  that  the  community  did  not  take 
the  trouble  to  express  the  opinion  for  itself;  that 
is  what  I mean. 

727.  I ask  whether  you  think  that  those  meet- 
ings, or  the  meetings  that  were  held  in  the 
Rotunda  and  elsewhere  on  the  other  side,  repre- 
sented the  largest  amount  of  public  opinion  ? — 
Really  I do  not  think  it  was  very  much  one  way 
or  the  other,  and  I would  not  like  to  put  them 
one  against  the  other. 

728.  My  honourable  friend  drew  your  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  motion  of  the  corporation 
was  passed  by  a very  large  majority  ; it  is  very 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued, 
possible  that  some  of  the  honourable  Members  of 
the  corporation  may  ask  you  later  on  whether 
or  not  a large  number  of  publicans  were  there  ; 
are  you  aware  of  the  number  of  spirit  traders  in 
Dublin?— I am  not,  as  a matter  of  statistical 
information,  but  I saw  it  stated  in  the  newspapers 
of  those  who  did  not  agree  with  the  object  of  the 
meeting  that  there  were  a great  many  of  them 
present. 

729.  Are  you  not  aware,  as  I am,  that  not 
more  than  a sixth  of  the  entire  body  were 
present  ? — I do  not  know  the  figures. 

730.  You  do  not  know  the  proportion  of  the 
corporation  that  is  interested  in  the  spirit 
trade  ? — T do  not  know  that. 

731.  The  working  men’s  meetings  which  have 
been  held  represented  the  artizans,  the  labourers, 
and  what  you  may  call  the  large  working  popu- 
lation of  the  people  of  Dublin,  did  they  not  ? — 
No,  they  did  not;  that  is  not  my  experience; 
that  is  not  what  1 draw  from  the  account  in  the 
newspapers. 

732.  What  inference  do  you  draw  from  the 
report  ? — I think  if  the  working  people  had  been 
more  earnest  about  the  Rotunda  meeting,  there 
would  have  been  double  or  treble  the  number 
there,  this  being  an  open  meeting  in  the  Ro- 
tunda. 

733.  Now  you  said  very  properly  that  in  the 
poorer  districts  of  Dublin  a great’  number  resort 
to  public-houses  for  what  they  call  their  dinner 
beer  on  Sunday,  and  that  it  would  be  a depriva- 
tion to  those  people  to  prevent  them  from  so 
buying  it  ? — Yes,  it  would. 

734.  You  also  said  there  are  a large  number 
of  people  who  do  not  dine  in  their  own  houses, 
and  that  those  should  have  refreshments? — Yes. 

735.  Consequently  the  total  closing  of  the 
public-houses  on  Sundays  would  deprive  a large 
portion  of  people  of  privileges  accorded  to  the 
same  class  in  England? — That  is  so. 

736.  And  you  also  produced  a return  for  the 
Blackrock  district,  where  you  say  that  125  in 
that  district  got  their  beer  between  two  and  seven 
o’clock,  and  that,  consequently,  the  townships 
need  the  same  facilities  as  Dublin  in  that 
respect? — Yes,  that  is  on  the  Sunday. 

737.  As  regards  that  case  to  which  you  re- 
ferred, in  Phoenix  Park,  when  between  ten  and 
two  o’clock,  on  two  Sundays,  from  400  to  500 
people  had  assembled,  you  say  that  not  more 
than  5 per  cent,  of  those  were  bona  fide  travellers; 
is  not  that  an  exceptional  case? — No.  I think  it 
is  really  typical  of  what  goes  on  in  the  suburbs 
of  Dublin  on  Sunday  morning. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald  — continued. 

738.  But  it  is  only  typical  of  such  places  of 
public  resort  as  the  Phcenix  Park? — No,  my 
opinion  agrees  with  that  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  In- 
spector General,  who  referred  to  Dundrum  and 
Mill  town  in  the  same  way. 

739.  But  I live  in  Kingstown,  seven  miles 
from  the  centre,  and  I have  an  opportunity  of 
observing  the  habits  of  the  people  there  ; doe3 
Kingstown  come  under  your  observation  ? — It 
does. 

740.  And  it  is  a place  of  public  resort  very 
much  on  Sundays,  is  it  not  ? — It  is. 

741.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  a 
place  of  public  resort  on  Sundays,  the  com- 
plaints as  to  the  infringement  of  the  law  are 
very  few  there,  are  they  not  ? — Yes,  they  are 
very  few. 

742.  And  Kingstown  is  typical,  is  it  not,  of 
similar  respectable  localities  around  Dublin? — 
The  men  who  hold  licenses  in  Kingstown  are  a 
very  highly  respectable  body  of  men,  and  that  is 
the  reason.  With  regard  to  the  other  places  in 
the  neighbourhood,  I do  not  think  it  is  fair 
perhaps  for  me  to  go  into  them  more  particu- 
larly, but  there  are  other  places  under  the  same 
circumstances,  but  where  the  character  of  the 
publican  is  not  so  good ; and  there  you  inva- 
riably find  the  bond  fide  traveller  element. 

743.  Could  not  you  say  the  same  of  Black- 
rock  and  Dalkey  ? — Not  the  whole  of  Black- 
rock. 

744.  You  could  certainly  say  it  of  Booters- 
town,  could  you  not  ? — Even  Booterstown  is  not 
altogether  free. 

745.  But  upon  the  whole,  we  may  well  infer 
from  your  evidence,  which  I must  say  is  very 
fairly  given,  as  I had  the  pleasure  of  saying  for 
the  Inspector  General  the  other  day,  that  you 
bear  out  the  opinion  of  the  highest  officials  in 
Ireland,  that  total  Sunday  closing  would  not  be 
desirable  ? — I may  say  that  I know  nothing 
about  the  opinion  of  any  officials  in  Ireland,  ex- 
cept those  of  ray  own  police  officers ; those  are 
the  only  people  1 consult ; I heard  the  Inspector 
General’s  evidence. 

746.  You  heard  his  evidence,  and  you  know 
the  Inspector  General  to  be  the  highest  police 
authority  outside  your  own  district  ? — Yes. 

747.  And  you  hold  the  supreme  command  or 
authority  within  the  Dublin  metropolitan  area  ? 
—Yes. 

748.  And  you  would  not  recommend  the  total 
closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays  ? — I have 
given  my  opinion  for  what  it  may  be  worth. 
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Monday , 16£/t  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Agg  Gardner. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 


Mr.  David  Harrel,  re- called  ; and  further  Examined. 


Mr.  Jacoby. 

749.  I will  ask  you  a question  with  regard 
to  the  house  which  you  stated  was  situated  at 
Kilmainham,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin, 
where  on  Sundays  bona  fide  travellers  went  to 

fet  drink? — 1 said  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
'hcenix  Park. 

750.  Do  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin  walk  in  that 
direction  specially  with  the  object  of  getting 
drink  there  ? — I would  not  exactly  say  that ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  Phoenix  Park  is  very  much 
resorted  to  on  Sunday  forenoons,  and  I would 
not  say  that  they  went  there  specially  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  drink. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

751.  I understood  that  you  gave  as  a reason 
why  it  was  not  desirable  that  public-houses 
should  not  be  kept  open  for  a part  of  the  day  on 
Sunday,  the  case  of  young  men  living  in 
lodgings,  and  who  cannot  dine  in  their  own 
homes  on  Sundays,  and  from  that  point  of  view 
they  generally  get  draught  porter  on  Sundays 
in  their  lodgings? — No;  I did  not  intend  to 
convey  that.  I gave  as  a principal  reason,  first, 
that  draught  porter  was  taken  to  the  houses  of 
the  working  people,  and  those  of  the  humbler 
classes,  and  I gave  figures  to  show  the  extent  to 
which  it  was  taken  in  a certain  number  of 
houses,  and  I also  pointed  out  the  requirements 
of  those  who  might  wish  to  go  after  dinner  into  a 
public-house,  and  have  reasonable  refreshment. 
It  was  then  pointed  out  to  me  by  an  honourable 
Member  of  the  Committee  that  there  was 
another  class,  and  I said  that  that  class  did  exist, 
but  I did  not  lay  much  emphasis  upon  that 
class. 

752.  But  it  was  used  as  an  argument  in  their 
case  ? — Yes. 

753.  With  regard  to  the  difficulties  of  those 
persons,  the  class  of  young  men  living  in 
lodgings,  what  would  be  the  difference  in  the 
price  between  draught  porter  and  bottled  porter  ? 
How  much  would  the  weekly  tax  be  upon  those 
who  used  bottled  porter  instead  of  draught  on 
Sundays  ? — I really  could  not  tell  you  accurately ; 
0.67. 


Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

but  I should  say  that  it  might  be  a half- 
penny; it  would  not  be  more  than  a penny  at 
all  events. 

754.  You  think  that  the  fact  of  the  tax  of  a 
halfpenny  a week  on  each  young  man  living  in 
lodgings,  and  wishing  to  drink  porter  on  Sunday, 
would  amount  to  such  a sum  as  to  justify  the 
opening  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  -No;  but 
I am  afraid  that  I did  not  convey  my  meaning 
properly  to  leave  such  an  impression  as  that 
upon  your  mind.  What  I was  asked  was 
whether  there  was  not  a considerable  number  of 
young  men  who  dined  out  of  their  lodgings  on 
Sundays,  and  who  resorted  to  restaurants  and 
other  places,  which  would  be  closed  if  there  was 
entire  Sunday  closing.  That  was  the  class  of 
men  that  I referred  to.  I had  not  in  my  mind 
that  they  would  send  out  to  a public-house  for 
drink. 

755.  .Now  let  me  take  the  other  class,  the 
artizan  class,  who  send  for  porter  on  Sundays. 
These  people  might  get  their  porter  on  Saturday 
night,  might  they  not,  and  put  it  into  a bottle 
and  cork  it  tightly,  and  have  it  in  good  condition 
on  Sunday  if  they  liked  ? — They  could. 

756.  They  would  only  have  to  buy  their 
porter  on  Saturday  night  instead  of  buying  it  on 
Sunday,  and  just  have  a little  extra  trouble  ? — 
It  was  not  so  much  the  extra  trouble  that  I was 
speaking  of  or  the  extra  expense,  but  I pointed 
out  that  this  class  of  persons  might  not  be  pos- 
sessed of  that  self-control  which  would  enable 
them  to  keep  that  porter  until  the  Sunday  dinner. 
On  the  contrary,  if  a man  bought  half-a-dozen 
bottles  of  porter  on  Saturday  night,  I anticipate 
that  he  and  his  friends  would  drink  it  on  the 
Saturday  night. 

757.  Would  there  be  any  great  harm  in  that? 
— I cannot  say. 

758.  There  are  a large  number  of  persons  who 
send  for  porter  or  some  other  drink  on  Sunday 
for  consumption  amongst  a not  very  well-off 
class;  do  you  know  what  sort  of  people  generally 
would  go  for  this  porter.  1 mean  as  to  sex  and 
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Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

age  particularly  ? — Sometimes  men,  but  often 
women  and  young  people. 

759.  Do  not  you  think  it  a most  demoralising 
thing  that  women  and  young  people  should  be 
sent  on  Sunday  forenoon  or  afternoon  to  the 
public-houses  to  meet  the  sort  of  people  that  they 
meet  in  the  public-chouses,  and  to  hear  the  con 
versation  that  goes  on  there  ; and  do  not  you 
think  that  a very  strong  argument  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  ? — I would  not  go  so  far  as  that. 

760.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  a desirable  thing 
that  women  and  young  people,  young  girls  and 
young  boys,  should  be  sent  to  public-houses  on 
Sundays? — We  have  to  consider  altogether  the 
habits  and  lives  of  those  people.  I do  not  think 
that  we  ought  to  strain  the  point  too  far. 

761.  Do  you  not  think  it  a great  curse  to 
people  of  that  class,  or  a great  wrong  to  those 
who  belong  to  that  class,  because  they  are 
familiarised  with  frequenting  public-houses  ?— -I 
quite  grant  that  public-houses  and  the  traffic  in 
drink  is  one  factor,  and  is  an  important  one,  but 
it  is  not  the  only  one ; there  are  others. 

762.  What  others  would  you  refer  to? — I 
mean  that  in  a city  population  there  are  other 
questions  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  It  is 
rather  a wide  subject,  and  I would  not  care  to 
go  more  into  it  here. 

763.  It  has  been  offered  more  or  less,  or  at 
least  suggested  as  an  argument  against  Sunday 
closing,  that  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  have 
voted  against  it  by  a large  majority;  do  you 
know  anything  about  the  franchises  for  the  Cor- 
poration ? — I do  not. 

764.  You  do  not  happen  to  know  what  the 
relative  numbers  of  electors  for  municipal  pur- 
poses and  for  Parliamentary  purposes  in  the  City 
of  Dublin  are? — I do  not. 

765.  Probably  you  would  be  surprised  to 
know  that  the  one  is  six  or  seven  times  as  large 
as  the  other?— I know  that  it  is  very  much 
larger,  but  I could  not  say  how  much. 

766.  In  your  answer  to  the  honourable  Member 
for  Tipperary,  you  said,  as  I understood  you,  that 
there  was  a meeting  in  the  Rotunda  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  trades? — Yes. 

767.  I did  not  gather  exactly  whether  it  was 
a successful  meeting;  was  it  a large  meeting; 
was  it  a crowded  meeting?— I said  that  it  was 
not  an  important  manifestation  of  opinion  by  the 
trades  of  Dublin,  and  I say  so  still. 

768.  What  sort  of  a meeting  was  the  meeting  in 
the  Rotunda  ? — With  regard  to  the  meeting  in 
the  Rotunda,  in  the  first  place  as  to  the  number 
of  persons,  the  round  room  of  the  Rotunda  would 
hold  3,000  people  comfortably,  and  I think  it 
would  be  fair  to  say  that  there  were  1,000  there, 
perhaps.  It  was  reported  in  some  of  the  papers 
as  1,200,  and  it  was  reported  by  some  papers  as 

1 .000,  and  by  others  as  800  ; so  that  I may  say 

1.000. 

769.  Then,  in  fact,  it  was  not  a very  enthu- 
siastic meeting  in  favour  of  the  object? — No. 

770.  You  know  that  there  are  certain  classes 
of  the  public  in  Dublin  who  wish  to  keep  the 
public-houses  open  on  Sunday,  and  who  have  a 
pecuniary  interest  in  having  public-houses  open 
on  Sunday  ?—  I presume  they  have. 

771.  From  your  experience,  based  upon  what 


M r.  Biggar — continued. 

is  likely  to  occur,  do  not  you  think  that  the 
people  who  have  a pecuniary  interest  in  any 
agitation  are  more  likely  to  be  energetic  and 
pushing,  on  purpose  to  have  the  appearance  of 
their  views  being  adopted,  than  those  who  have 
not  a pecuniary  interest  ? — I suppose  that  men 
of  all  classes  are  more  or  less  influenced  by 
having  a pecuniary  interest. 

772.  The  question  of  clubs  was  raised,  and  I 
think  very  properly  ; do  you  think  that  no  plan 
could  be  cievised,  by  which  clubs  should  be  forced 
to  limit  their  hours  for  the  consumption  of  strong 
drink  ; I do  not  speak  of  workmen’s  clubs,  but  of 
clubs  generally  ? — I pointed  out  two  methods  in 
my  opinion,  and  the  first  one  was  compulsory 
registration,  by  which  the  office  bearers  and 
members  of  the  club  could  be  at  all  times  ascer- 
tained, and  the  second  was  some  adaptation  of 
the  licensing  system.  That  would  be  a wide 
question,  but  beyond  that  I cannot  sav. 

773.  You  think  it  is  desirable  that  there  should 
be  some  means  of  restricting  the  hours  of  the 
sale  of  drinks  in  clubs  ? — Any  application  of  the 
licensing  system  would  involve  that. 

774.  And  you  do  not  see  any  reason,  so  far  as 
you  are  at  present  advised,  why  clubs  should  be 
allowed  to  sell  liquors  longer  hours  than  public- 
houses  should  ?— I would  not  like  to  enter  on 
that  question,  because  it  is  a very  delicate  one  ; 
and,  if  you  will  remember,  I said  that  it  was  in 
the.  event  of  total  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin  that 
I apprehended  this  unfortunate  result  with  regard 
to  clubs.  I said  that  the  club  abuse  did  not  exist 
at  present. 

775.  You  mean  amongst  what  are  called  clubs 
of  working  men  ? — Drinking  clubs. 

Chairman. 

776.  Do  you  consider  that  the  club  system 
at  present  is  abused ; do  you  consider  that 
there  might  be  a possible  development  of  the 
club  system,  which  would  become  an  abuse ; or 
do  you  think  that  there  is  any  need  at  present 
for  interfering  with  clubs  ? — I should  not  think  so. 

Mr.  ‘Unite. 

777.  I think  you  said  that  you  were  stationed 
in  some  towns  of  large  population  before  you  re- 
ceived your  present  appointment? — I said  that  I 
had  had  experience  of  several  large  towns,  but 
I never  was  stationed  in  them. 

778.  Had  you  any  experience  of  Dublin  before 

or  after  the  passing' of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act? 
— Yes.  . . 

779.  Do  you  remember  the  condition  of  things 
in  Dublin  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  on 
Sunday  afternoons? — I can  scarcely  say ; “con- 
dition ” is  a very  wide  term. 

780.  Did  you  notice  any  marked  improvement 
in  the  habits  of  the  people  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act  ?— I really  did  not  see  very  much  differ- 
ence, because  in  the  towns  of  which  I had  expe- 
rience before  the  passing  of  the  Act  the  public- 
house  business  done  was  not  very  large,  and  there 
their  patrons  were  not  of  a very  respectable  class, 
and  that  was  one  reason  why,  formerly,  I gave  it 
as  my  opinion  that  they  did  not  want  public- 
houses  open,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  it  on 
Sunday.  My  experience  was  that  at  first  they 

were 
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Mr.  'J'uite — continued. 

were  pretty  much  as  they  had  been  before ; but 
there  was  an  absence  of  the  loafing  corner-boy 
class  where  they  used  to  be  present.  They  went 
out  into  the  country,  or  they  went  somewhere 
else. 

781.  You  did  not  notice  any  diminution  in  the 
charges  of  drunkenness  on  Monday  ? — I could 
not  give  you  any  information  as  to  that,  because 
I have  no  statistics,  or  any  knowledge  as  to 
that. 

Chairman. 

782.  In  what  part  of  the  country  was  your 
experience ; in  the  country  towns  ? — Before  the 
passing  of  the  Act  I knew  Armagh,  Monaghan, 
Enniskillen,  Portadown,  and  Lurgan.  I knew 
something  of  them,  although  I was  not  stationed 
in  any  of  those  towns.’ 

783.  Were  you  in  a position  to  compare  their 
•condition  before  the  Act  and  after  the  Act  in  the 
case  of  each  of  those  towns  ? — Yes;  I was  in  some 
of  them  afterwards. 

Mr.  21  W.  Russell. 

784.  I wish  to  get  from  you  some  information 
with  regard  to  the  arrests;  will  you  take  this 
Return  into  your  hand,  which  you  handed  in 
(Appendix,  No.  2)  ; you  were  asked  by  the 
honourable  Member  for  Sligo  to  take  first  the 
two  years  before  1874  and  1875,  and  to  add  the 
convictions  together,  and  then  compare  them 
with  the  last  two  years,  1886  and  1887  ? — 
Yes. 

785.  The  honourable  Member  then  put  this 
question  to  you,  “ Consequently,  the  convictions 
for  drunkenness  were  quite  as  many  in  the  last 
two  years  as  they  were  in  the  first  two  years”  ? — 
If  you  will  pardon  me,  I do  not  remember  that 
it  was  the  honourable  Member  for  Sligo  who 
asked  me ; but  I was  asked  that  question. 

786.  Taking  the  first  two  years,  1874  and 
1875,  the  Sunday  arrests  were  3,254,  were  they 
not  ? — Yes. 

787.  Taking  the  last  two  years,  they  were 
2,431  ?— Yes. 

788.  You  would  not  say  that  2,431  were  quite 
as  many  as  3,254,  would  you? — No,  I would 
not. 

789.  Was  not  the  real  difference  in  the  metro- 
politan district  this : that  the  hours  of  sale  pre- 
vious to  the  Act  of  1878  were  103  per  week, 
and  under  the  Act  of  1878  they  were  made  into 
101  ? — That  is  the  only  difference. 

790.  Would  you  then  consider  that  the  dimi- 
nution of  823  arrests  for  two  hours’  sale  being 
struck  off  was  something? — Certainly  I would ; 
but  if  you  would  allow  me  to  interpose,  I said 
all  along,  and  I say  so  still,  that  I did  not  like 
to  attach  too  much  weight  to  those  figures. 

791.  I am  simply  taking  the  evidence  you 
have  given.  Now  take  the  week-days.  In  the 
two  years,  1874  and  1875,  the  number  of  arrests 
were  27,096  ? — Yes. 

792.  And  in  the  years  1886  and  1887  they 
were  25,859? — Yes. 

793.  And  the  difference  is  1,237  ? — Yes. 

794.  They  are  not  quite  the  same? — No. 

795.  You  must  have  noticed,  during  your 
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examination,  that  honourable  Members  were 
puzzled  as  to  the  great  reduction  in  the  number 
of  arrests  that  commenced  immediately  after  the 
year  1878  with  regard  both  to  Sundays  and  to 
week-days? — Yes,  notably  more  after  1879. 

796.  Including  1879  and  the  commencement 
of  1880?— Yes. 

797.  You  gave  it  as  your  opinion  that  the 
political  state  of  the  metropolitan  district  had 
something  to  do  with  it? — I did. 

798.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  within  the  period 
covered  by  these  returns,  there  has  been  an 
enormous  reduction  of  the  beerhouse  evil  in 
Dublin  ? — Yes,  I think  there  has  been. 

799.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  the  beerhouses  in 
Dublin  within  that  period  numbered  between 
300  and  400  ? — Yes,  I should  say  that  I think 
the  figures  you  give  me  are  correct ; but  I have 
no  means  of  checking  them  at  this  moment. 

800.  I am  sure  they  are  correct.  I do  not  ask 
specifically  as  to  a given  figure,  because  I know 
that  I am  within  the  mark  ; but  do  you  generally 
agree  with  me  ? — I know  that  they  were  a very 
much  larger  number  of  them  than  at  present 
exist. 

801.  Are  you  aware  that  beerhouses  were  con- 
demned on  all  hands  by  licensed  vintners,  by 
temperance  societies,  by  the  clergy  of  all  denomi- 
nations, as  one  of  the  great  sources  of  Dublin 
drunkenness  ?— Yes,  I knew  that. 

802.  And  that  they  have  now  by  legislation 
been  brought  more  under  the  influence  of  the 
licensing  magistrates,  and  have  been  suppressed 
in  large  numbers  ? — I am  aware  that  the  number 
of  beerhouses  has  been  largely  reduced.  I know 
that  the  passing  of  the  Act  40  Viet.  c.  4,  s.  2, 
which  imposed  a valuation,  did  away  with  a large 
number  of  the  worst  of  the  houses. 

803.  I am  wanting  you  to  account  for  the 
diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests  which  has 
puzzled  some  honourable  Members  who  do  not 
know  Dublin,  as  I know  it.  Would  you  give 
your  opinion  regarding  the  character  of  those 
beerhouses,  especially  of  the  worst  ones? — Yes, 
I think  that  beerhouses  in  very  poor  houses,  and 
in  poor  localities,  were  not  by  any  means  desirable. 

804.  And  they  were  a fruitful  source  of  drun- 
kenness, were  they  not  ? — I think  they  were. 

805.  Take  the  spirit  grocers.  Is  it  not  the  same 
thing  practically  with  regard  to  spirit  grocers,  that 
they  have  been  largely  diminished  within  the  last 
fifteen  years  ? — I could  not  give  you  the  figures 
exactly  ; but  I now  that  they  are  fewer  in 
number. 

806.  And  is  it  not  the  case  that  they  have  been 
diminished  by  the  licensing  magistrates,  because 
they  systematically  broke  the  law  and  allowed 
drink  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises? — Yes;  I 
know  that  the  magistrates  have  taken  a strong 
view  as  regards  breaches  of  the  law,  and  have 
refused  to  renew  their  certificates. 

807.  Is  it  not  also  a fact  that  within  the  same 
period  a very  considerable  number  of  the  worst 
class  of  public-houses,  public-houses  in  lanes  and 
in  alleys,  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Recorder  ? 
— I know  that  they  have. 

808.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  you  take  the 
bad  times,  the  political  state  of  Dublin,  the  prac- 
tical suppression  of  the  beerhouse  evil,  the  dimi- 
nution of  spirit  grocers,  and  the  shutting  up  of  a 

great 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


42 


3IXNUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TiKEN  BEFORE  THE 


16  April  1888.]  Mr.  HarRBE.  [ Continued . 
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great  many  of  those  worst  and  most  dangerous 
class  of  public-houses,  would  go  a . long  way  to 
account  for  the  arrests  being  diminished? — If  I 
had  only  to  look  to  the  period  up  t.o  the  year 
1884  and  1885  I should  say  so;  but  then  what  I 
have  to  account  for  is  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  arrests  latterly  without  a corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  places  for  the  sale  of 
liquor. 

809.  But  the  arrests  have  never  come  up  to  what 
they  were  before? — Unfortunately  they  have 
risen. 

810.  But  they  have  never  touched  the  point 
that  they  were  at  before? — They  have  not;  but 
still  they  have  gone  very  close  to  it. 

811.  Are  not  the  streets  of  Dublin  very  much 
quieter  on  Sunday  nights  now  since  the  seven 
o’clock  closing?— Yes. 

812.  And  the  streets  are  quiet,  are  they  not, 
much  sooner  than  they  were  before  ? — I think  so 
every  night  as  well  as  Sunday.  Peopleware  ear- 
lier, and  the  streets  are  reasonably  quiet  early 
every  night. 

813.  Had  you  any  experience  of  Dublin  when 
the  houses  were  closed  at  11  on  Sunday  night 
previously  to  1872  ? — I had  not. 

814.  Therefore  you  can  give  no  opinion  as  to 
that? — None.  In  offering  an  opinion  as  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  upon  the  question  of  the  beer- 
house system,  I am  giving  the  experience  of  my 
officers,  and  not  my  own. 

815.  Coming  to  this  return,  do  you  think  that 
the  shortening  of  the  hours  on  Sunday _ in  the 
metropolitan  district  has  had  any  effect  in  increas- 
ing the  shebeening? — I said  I did  not  think  it  had 
an  appreciable  effect. 

816.  Would  you  say  that  the  convictions  for 
Sunday  shebeening  have  been  less  since  1878 
than  before ; take,  first  of  all,  gross  cases 
of  shebeening  ; have  they  been  less  since 
1878  ?—  They  have  fluctuated ; they  have  gone 
down. 

817.  Have  you  any  return  of  that? — I had  a 
return  prepared  in  a certain  form,  but  I did  not 
hand  it  in  as  it  was  objected  to,  and  my  answer 
is  that  they  have  fluctuated.  They  have  been 
sometimes  smaller  and  sometimes  very  much 
about  the  same  thing,  and  sometimes  larger. 

818.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  late  drinking  on 
Saturday  night  leads  to  shebeening  far  on  into 
Sunday  morning  ? — Be  the  cause  what  it  may, 
the  practice  of  shebeening  is  mainly  carried  on 
from  between  10  and  11  o’clock  on  Saturday 
night,  and  7 or  8 o’clock  on  Sunday  morning. 

819.  When  you  speak  of  Sunday  shebeening 
you  mainly  refer  to  shebeening  during  the  early 
honrs  on  Sunday,  and  not  to  the  shebeening  after 
the  public-houses  are  closed  on  Sunday  night? — 
Precisely  so. 

820.  J understood  you  to  refer  to  shebeening 
on  Saturday  night  up  to  seven  or  eight  on  Sun- 
day morning.  1 s there  any  appreciable  shebeen- 
ing alter  the  closing  on  Sunday  evening  ? — I 
understood  the  question  clearly,  and  what  I de- 
sire to  convey  is  this,  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
shebeening  is  carried  on  in  the  late  hours  of 
Saturday  night  and  the  early  hours  of  Sunday 
which  would  be  from  10  or  11  o’clock  on  Satur- 
day night  until  between  7 and  8 o’clock  on  Sun- 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
day  morning,  but  I wish  to  qualify  that  by  saying 
that  I have  not  actually  calculated  the  figures 
for  those  hours,  and  I will  not  state  positively  the 
proportion. 

821.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  shebeening  could 
be  more  effectively  dealt  with  in  Dublin  if  “ keeping 
for  sale”  were  as  heavily  punished  as  selling  or 
exposing  for  sale  ? — I do  think  so. 

822.  Do  you  think  that,  if  the  hours  of  sale  in 
Dublin  on  Sunday  were  still  further  curtailed, 
and  I think  you  suggested  from  two  till  five, 
there  would  be  any  danger  of  shebeening  be- 
coming a public  danger? — No.  I expressed  the 
opinion  that  I do  not  think  so. 

823.  If  the  amendment  was  made  which  you  ' 
recommend,  do  you  think  that,  even  under  total 
closing  in  Dublin,  apart  from  your  conviction  as 
to  its  wisdom,  shebeening  would  be  a serious 
evil?— Shebeening,  within  the  acceptation  of  the 
term  as  now  applied,  might  not  be,  but  I think 
that  the  practice  of  keeping  drink  in  houses,  and 
perhaps  half-paying  and  half-treating  and  drink- 
ing, perhaps  in  a quasi-social  way,  would  be  very 
much  increased. 

824.  Are  you  aware  that  that  was  an  opinion 
which  was  very  prevalently  held  by  the  witnesses, 
as  regards  total  closing,  who  were  examined  be- 
fore the  Committee  in  1877  ? — It  was  by  some  of 
the  witnesses. 

825.  I now  come  to  the  matter  of  public  opinion. 
Are  you  aware  that  there  was  a very  strong 
agitation  from  1874  to  1878  on  the  subject?— 

1 am. 

826.  And  that  that  agitation  resulted  in  the  Act 
of  1878  ? — I could  not  say  that. 

827.  The  Act  was  the  result  of  the  agitation, 
was  it  not? — At  any  rate,  there  was  an  agitation. 

828.  And  you  admit  a strong  agitation  ? — 
Yes. 

829.  And  the  Act  was  passed  for  a period  of 
four  years,  was  it  not? — I think  so. 

830.  Are  you  aware  that  just  before  that  period 
expired,  in  the  year  1882,  efforts  were  made  in 
the  metropolitan  police  district  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  householders  of  Dublin  regarding 
the  advisability  of  its  application  to  that  area  ? — 

I was  not  aware  of  that.  I was  not  in  Dublin 
at  the  time.  I believe  it  was  early  in  1882,  and 
I was  not  in  Dublin  then. 

831.  You  have  given  it  as  your  opinion  that 
the  agitation,  at  the  present  moment,  is  not  very 
strong  on  either  side  ? — Strong,  so  far  as  it  goes ; 
but  I said  it  was  not  very  largely  shared  in  ; not 
very  generally. 

832.  Is  not  the  present  state  of  Ireland  un- 
favourable to  the  agitation  of  any  social  question 
like  this  ? — I really  do  not  know. 

833.  Is  not  the  public  mind,  on  both  sides, 
exclusively  occupied  with  political  questions  ? — 

I do  not  say  exclusively. 

834.  But  largely  ? — Yes,  it  is  largely  ; but 
that  does  not  account  to  me  for  it. 

835.  Is  it  so  easy  for  men  holding  different 
political  and  religious  views  to  meet  on  the  same 
platform  as  it  was  prior  to  1878  ? — I would  not 
like  to  answer  that  question. 

836.  Now,  take  the  Corporation.  You  said,  I 
think,  that  the  Corporation  was  a representative 
body? — Yes,  I said  that  they  were  representa- 
tive. 
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tive,  as  regards  matters  that  come  within  the 
scope  of  their  administration  locally. 

837.  Do  you  think  that  the  citizens  of  Dublin 
would  be  prepared  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Dublin  Corporation  on  the  drink  question  as  a 

erfectly  unprejudiced  and  unbiassed  opinion  ? — 
f it  were  a question  put,  as  to  which  every  man 
was  bound  to  give  some  opinion  one  way  or  an- 
other, I do  not  think  that  they  would. 

838.  Are  you  aware  how  many  members  of 
the  Corporation  voted  in  favour  of  the  petition 
which  was  presented  to  this  House,  of  which 
you  spoke  ? — I think,  if  I rightly  remember,  the 
numbers  were  29  to  5. 

839.  Twenty-nine  is  less  than  half  the  total  of 
the  Corporation — Yes. 

840.  Therefore,  less  than  half  the  Corpora- 
tion voted  for  the  petition  ? — Yes. 

841.  How  many  members  of  the  Corporation 
are  there  ? — Sixty. 

842.  Twenty-nine  is  less  than  half? — Those 
are  the  numbers,  at  any  rate.  There  were  34 
present,  I think. 

843.  The  Corporation  petition  also  extended 
to  Saturday  early  closing,  and  they  object  to 
closing  early  on  Saturday  also? — Yes  ; they 
object  on  the  general  question. 

844.  You  could  not  tell  me  anything  about  the 
personnel  of  the  29  members  of  the  Corporation 
who  voted  ? — No,  I could  not. 

845.  Now,  to  come  to  the  meeting  in  the 
Rotunda,  you  have  already  given  your  opinion. 
You  said  that  you  did  not  consider  it  an 
enthusiastic  or  a very  representative  meeting  ? 
— I said  that  I did  not  consider  it  an  important 
meeting. 

846.  Who  was  the  chairman? — Alderman 
Winstanley. 

847.  Did  you  know  whether  Alderman  Win- 
stanley  was  connected  with  the  liquor  trade  ? — 
I did  not. 

848.  I wish  you  to  take  this  book  into  your 
hand.  It  is  the  “ Directory  of  Directors”  for 
the  year  1888  [handing  the  same  to  the  Witness. ) 
Will  you  tell  me  whether  you  see  his  name 
there? — Yes. 

849.  Do  you  know  Alderman  Winstanley  at 
all?- Yes. 

850.  And  do  you  find  him  a director  of 
“ George  Roe  &.  Co.,  Limited  ” ? — Yes. 

851.  What  is  that  company? — It  is  a firm  of 
distillers. 

852.  Would  you,  after  seeing  that,  say  that 
Alderman  Winstanley  has  no  connection  with 
the  liquor  trade? — I would  not. 

853.  You  said,  in  your  direct  evidence,  that 
this  meeting  was  largely  composed  of  people 
like  shop  assistants  ? — To  my  mind,  yes. 

854.  Would  you  say  grocers’  assistants? — I 
think  there  may  have  been  many  of  them.  I 
could  not  say,  but  they  appeared  to  me  to  belong 
to  that  class. 

855.  Did  you  ever  know  of  a meeting  bond 
jide  convened  by  working  men  of  their  own 
accord,  and  paid  for  by  working  men,  against 
this  measure  in  Dublin? — This  was  the  only 
meeting  that  I remember  which  professed  to  be 
a meeting  of  working  men. 

856.  Do  you  believe  that  that  meeting  was 
bona  Jide  convened  by  any  body  of  working  men, 
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and  that  the  expense  of  that  meeting  was  paid 
for  by  any  bond  fide  body  of  working  men  ? — I 
have  not  the  remotest  idea  as  to  who  covered 
the  expenses,  or  by  whom  it  was  done,  but  1 do 
know  this,  that  at  a meeting  of  the  Trades 
Council,  to  which  my  attention  was  directed  on 
the  last  day  that  I gave  evidence  here,  I find 
that  a number  of  persons  who  were  representa- 
tive of  trades,  but  in  my  opinion  still  not  by  any 
means  representing  the  trades  of  Dublin,  de- 
cided upon  attending  this  meeting,  and  the  per- 
sons who  were  there  at  that  Trades  Council 
meeting,  appeared  mainly  as  persons  who 
supported  the  meeting  at  the  Rotunda.  Many 
of  the  speakers  were  the  same  individuals. 

857.  Would  you  say  that  the  Trades  Council 
had  paid  for  the  meeting? — I have  not  the 
slightest  idea  as  to  who  paid  for  the  meeting, 

858.  I want  to  ask  you  about  the  workmen’s 
club  meeting  in  York-street;  do  you  know  that 
club  ? — Yes. 

859.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  a bond  Jide  work- 
ing men’s  club  ? — I do. 

860.  Do  you  think  that  the  members  of  that 
club  have  any  Sabbatarian  notions? — I do  not 
think  they  have. 

861.  They  ai-e  mainly  Nationalists,  are  theynot? 
— I do  not  know,  but  at  any  rate  they  are  not 
influenced  by  Sabbatarian  motives  I should 
say. 

862.  It  was  a bond  Jide  meeting  of  working 
men,  was  it  not? — 1 believe  it  was. 

863.  Do  you  know  the  coffee  palace  ? — I do. 

864.  There  was  a very  large  meeting  there 
which  you  did  not  mention  at  all,  but  you  re- 
ferred to  the  coffee  palace  at  Kingstown,  I 
think  ? — I do  not  think  I did.  It  was  at  Kings- 
town that  I heard  of  it. 

865.  You  are  aware,  are  you  not,  that  the 
Coffee  Palace  Hall  in  Dublin  is  of  very  consider- 
able size  ? — Yes. 

866.  Was  it  a bond  Jide  meeting  of  working 
men  ? — Really  at  this  moment  T cannot  offer  an 
opinion.  I took  notice,  so  far  as  I could  see  of 
what  was  published  in  the  papers  of  the  different 
meetings,  and  I do  not  remember  that. 

867.  I will  come  to  the  question  of  clubs. 
You  were  asked  by  the  honourable  Member  for 
Tipperary  whether  the  wives  of  the  working 
men  in  Dublin  were  not  very  hostile  to,  and 
afraid  of,  those  clubs,  and  I think  you  said  they 
were  ? — I said  that  they  did  not  like  clubs. 

868. -  Apart  from  the  clubs  in  Stephen’s  Green, 
Kildare-street,  and  Sackville-street,  what  clubs 
are  there  in  Dublin ; I adduce  those  clubs 
because  they  are  of  the  character  of  Pall  Mall 
clubs,  about  which  working  men’s  wives  can 
have  no  opinion,  and  I want  to  know  what 
other  clubs  they  are  afraid  of;  for  instance, 
there  is  the  Wellington  Quay  Working  Men’s 
Club  ? — Altogether  there  are  40  clubs  in 
Dublin. 

869.  And  the  Wellington  Quay  Club  was 
referred  to  ? — Yes. 

870.  Is  not  the  Wellington  Quay  Club  a bond 
jide  working  man’s  club  ? — It  is.  I said  so  on 
the  last  day  of  my  examination. 

871.  You  would  not  say  that  working  men’s 

wives  were  afraid  of  their  husbands  going  to  the 
Wellington  Quay  Club? — I say  that  the  Well- 
s’ 2 ington 
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ington  Quay  Club  is  a bond  fide  working  man’s 
club,  and  whilst  there  is  drink  sold  there  I find 
that  the  members  exercise  their  privilege  in  a 
perfectly  respectable  way. 

872.  You  would  not  say  that  it  was  a club 
which  had  been  originated  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  drink  at  any  hour  that  they  may  wish  'l 
— I would  not  say  60. 

873.  Do  you  know  the  Conservative  Working 
Men’s  Club  in  York-strcet? — Yes. 

874.  Would  you  call  that  a bona  fide  club  ? — 
Yes. 

875.  The  Wellington  Quay  Club,  the  41, 
York-street  Club,  and  also  the  Conservative 
Club,  are  all  bond  fide  working  men’s  clubs,  are 
they  not? — Yes. 

876.  .1  mention  those  three  ; is  there  any  other 
club  in  Dublin  of  which  you  are  afraid  ? — As  I 
told  you  in  the  first  place,  I did  not  think  that 
the  club  system  in  Dublin  was  abused  at  present 
at  all.  It  Avas  rather  in  anticipation  of  what 
might  happen  than  Avhat  actually,  existed  ; but 
there  are  Iavo  or  three  clubs  in  Dublin  that,  Avhile 
I think  it  is  not  my  business  to  mention  them, 
still  are  just  the  places  that  Avives  Avould  as  soon 
that  their  husbands  did  not  belons:  to. 

877.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  bogus  club  is  not 
an  institution  in  Dublin? — No  ; I referred  to  one 
Avhich  no  longer  exists,  and  which  Avas  a bogus 
club. 

878.  To  come  to  the  case  of  lodgers,  you  had 
a difficulty,  had  you  not,  about  total  closing, 
because  of  the  large  number  of  young  men  Avho 
dined  out  on  Sunday,  and  who  could  not  dine  in 
their  lodgings  ? — Pardon  me,  I did  not  say  a 
large  number.  My  attention  Avas  directed  to  it, 
and  I said  that  it  Avas  one  element.  I did  not 
say  that  it  is  one  of  a very  important  character. 

879.  I think  you  said  there  Avere  something 
like  900  public-houses  in  Dublin  ; in  how  many 
of  those  public-houses  do  you  think  it  is  pos- 
sible for  one  of  those  young  men  to  get  his 
dinner  ? — There  are,  I should  say,  943  altogether, 
but  that  includes  every  hotel  and  every  licensed 
restaurant  in  Dublin. 

8S0.  My  point  is  this:  out  of  the  943-,  hoAv 
many  do  you  think  supply  dinner  or  supply  food? 
— I can  tell  you;  the  number  of  hotels  and 
eating-houses  is  68. 

881.  Even  were  Sunday  closing  adopted, 
would  it  not  be  possible  for  those  recognised 
hotels  and  restaurants  to  exist  for  this  purpose  ? — 
Yes. 

882.  The  restaurants  and  hotels  in  Dublin  are 
perfectly  Avell  recognised  boav  ; such  a place,  for 
example,  as  that  of  Corless’,  in  Church-lane  ? — 
Yes,  but  it  is  not  open  in  Sunday. 

883.  That  is  the  largest  restaurant  in  Dublin, 
is  it  not? — Yes. 

884.  The  “ Ship  ” is  another  ; those  are  all 
Avell-defined  restaurants? — Yes,  they  are  all  well 
known. 

885.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  about  those  ; 
they  are  av ell-conducted  places,  are  they  not? — 
For  this  particular  purpose  there  Avould  be  no 
difficulty. 

886.  You  gave  it  as  your  direct  evidence  that 
there  Avas  a considerable  quantity  of  dinner  beer 
consumed  in  Dublin?— Yes;  and  I gave  the 
figures  to  shoAv  that  for  Avhat  they  were  Avorth. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

887.  And  it  is  not  necessary,  is  it,  that  public- 
houses  should  be  opeu  for  consumption  on  the 
premises  to  supply  it  ? — No,  it  is  not ; but 
I should  add  to  that  that  I regard  Avith  dis- 
trust and  suspicion  the  opening  of  a house  for 
consumption  off  the  premises,  Avhile  houses  for 
consumption  on  the  premises  are  obliged  to  be 
closed ; it  Avould  be  a fruitful  source  of  tremen- 
dous temptation  to  illegal  traffic. 

888.  With  regard  to  the  dinner  beer,  you 
Avould  not  suggest  that  the  spirit  grocers  should 
be  open  for  consumption  on  Sunday ; but  even  if 
total  closing  Avere  adopted  it  Avould  still  be  pos- 
sible, Avould  it  not,  for  houses  of  that  kind  to  be 
kept  open  for  a couple  of  hours  for  the  consump- 
tion of  beer  off  the  premises? — Yes. 

889.  Now,  coming  to  the  bond  fide  traveller,  I 
think,  in  your  direct  examination,  you  said  you 
Avished  to  keep  the  houses  open  from  two  to  five 
Avitliin  the  metropolitan  area ; might  I ask  you, 
Avould  you  confine  their  opening  to  the  municipal 
area,  and  if  not,  Avhy  not? — 1 Avould  not.  I 
think  that  the  requirements  cf  the  important 
portions  of  the  district  should  be  regarded  ; I am 
not  speaking  of  the  rural  district,  Avhere  it  is  a 
very  small  thing  one  Avay  or  other ; it  Avas  for  the 
purpose,  perhaps,  of  having  one  rule  to  rule  the 
Avhole  district  quite  as  much  as  meeting  the 
necessity  of  the  public.  But  there  are  important 
portions  of  the  townships  Avhere  I consider  that 
the  necessities  of  the  public  would  require  this 
accommodation  as  much  on  Sunday  as  Avitliin  the 
municipal  boundary. 

890.  Do  you  think  that  the  result  of  a plebis- 
cite of  Rathmines  and  Rathgar  Avould  be  an  im- 
portant factor?. — I would  rather  not  enter  into 
the  question  of  a plebiscite.  I have  no  opinion  to 
offer  upon  that. 

891.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  three-mile 
limit  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  now  en- 
courages a class  of  travellers  who  travel  to  drink, 
and  who  do  not  drink  to  enable  them  to  travel  ? 
— I gave  a strong  opinion  upon  that  when  I was 
examined  before. 

892.  You  would  increase  the  mileage  to  seven, 
I think,  you  said? — Yes. 

893.  And  you  Avould  have  special  houses  with 
exemption  orders? — I merely  threw  that  out  as  a 
suggestion. 

894.  Would  you  make  it  compulsory  to  supply 
food  as  well  as  drink  at  those  houses  ? — I Avould 
not  grant  to  any  house  an  exemption  order  which 
was  not  a bond  fide  hotel  or  restaurant. 

895.  Would  you  increase  the  cost  of  the  license 
to  such  houses  ? — That  is  as  may  be.  I do  not 
look  at  it  from  that  point  of  view  ; Avhat  I look 
to  in  all  these  matters  is  the  necessity  of  the 
public. 

896.  The  Police  Commissioners  have  poiver  to 
grant  those  exemption  orders  in  Dublin,  have 
they  not? — Yes. 

897.  And  two  magistrates  in  petty  sessions  in 
the  country  ? — Yes. 

898.  Would  you  make  any  change  in  that  ?- — 
If  I made  any  change  it  AA-ould  be  that  the 
Commissioner  might  be  relieved  from  that  alto- 
gether. 

899.  You  would  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
licensing  authorities  ? — Not  exactly  in  the  hands 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
of  the  licensing  authorities.  I would  place  it  in 
the  hands  of  two  divisional  magistrates. 

900.  Do  you  mean  resident  magistrates  ? — No, 
I mean  our  Dublin  divisional  magistrates. 

901.  You  prefer  to  give  no  opinion  as  to  the 
exemption  order  outside  Dublin? — I prefer  to 
give  no  opinion  upon  that.  I am  only  speaking 
of  Dublin.  I may  say  that  it  is  not  at  all 
with  a desire  to  relieve  myself  of  any  responsi- 
bility, but  I prefer  that  these  sort  of  questions 
should  be  decided  in  open  court.  Now  an  ex- 
emption order  is  granted  by  an  application  to 
me,  and  the  public  do  not  know  one  way  or 
the  other  my  reasons  for  granting,  or  refusing ; 
1 should  prefer  that  it  were  otherwise. 

902.  In  any  of  those  cases  where  exemption 
orders  were  refused  would  you  grant  six  days’ 
licenses  to  those  people? — If  they  applied  for 
them. 

903.  That  is  not  the  point;  at  the  present  time 
every  house  is  open  for  liona  fide  travellers,  and 
you  propose  to  take  away  that  right ; would  not 
the  best  way  of  meeting  that  be  to  take  away 
that  right  and  grant  six  days’  licenses  ? — That  is 
not  exactly  what  I propose. 

904.  You  have  given  it  as  your  opinion  that 
only  a certain  number  of  houses  should  be  open 
for  the  supply  of  bond  fide  travellers? — Yes. 

905.  Special  houses  with  an  exemption  order  ? 
--Yes. 

906.  My  question  is  this:  as  regards  the  other 
houses,  those  houses  under  the  law  being  entitled 
to  supply  bond  fide  travellers,  what  would  you  do 
with  them,  would  you  6imply  give  them  six-day 
licenses  ? — No  ; within  the  metropolitan  district 
what  I recommend  is  that  they  should  be  open 
from  two  to  five,  for  the  whole  of  the  public,  but 
that  the  bond  fide  traveller  would  be  accommo- 
dated between  other  hours  by  the  special  exemp- 
tion order. 

Chairman. 

907.  Are  you  aware  that  the  bond  fide  traveller 
clause  has  no  special  application  to  Sunday  ?— 
Precisely  so. 

908.  It  refers  to  any  time  when  the  public- 
house  may  not  be  lawfully  open,  whether  on 
Sunday,  or  during  the  closing  hours  of  a week- 
day ? — Yes  : but  of  course  as  regards  Sunday 
something  should  be  done  to  mark  the  distinction. 
The  peculiar  exemption  order  would  be  applic- 
able only  to  Sundays. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

909.  My  question  had  reference  only  to  Sun- 
day. You  were  asked  by  the  honourable 
Member  for  Tipperary  whether  you  did  not 
think  that  if  the  houses  were  open  for  an  hour 
or  two  on  Sunday  that  people  would  not  go  out  to 
those  places.  I will  read  to  you  the  question  of  the 
honourable  Member  for  Tipperary.  “ Do  you 
not  think  that  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the 
houses  would  be  opened  at  certain  hours  during 
the  day  would  content  those  people,  and  that 
they  would  not  be  tempted  to  use  houses  before 
hours’”  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  those  people 
went  out  from  Dublin  to  this  particular  place 
in  Blackhorse-lane  when  they  knew  that  the 
Dublin  public-houses  would  be  opened  at  two 
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o’clock  ?— Yes  ; and  1.  think  I said  that  that  was 
not  a portion  of  their  consideration. 

910.  They  went  there  from  Dublin  where  the 
houses  would  be  open  at  two  o’clock? — They 
knew  they  would  be  open  at  two,  but  they  went 
out  to  get  it  before  two. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

911.  They  went  for  fresh  air,  did  they  not? — 
Yes,  they  went  for  fresh  air,  no  doubt. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

912.  But  fresh  air  is  not  to  be  found  in  a 
crowded  public-house  ? —I  said  afterwards  that 
it  was  a popular  resort  on  Sunday  forenoons. 

913.  Coming  to  Saturday  night,  are  you  aware 
that  a very  large  number  of  working  men  are 
paid  on  Fridays  ? — I am. 

914.  And  that  the  Saturday  half-holiday  is 
very  general  amongst  working  men  in  Dublin  ? — 
Yes,  I know  that  is  the  case  with  men  in  large 
employment. 

915.  A great  number  of  the  working  classes  are 
paid  on  Friday  and  early  on  Saturday  ? — Yes. 

916.  Do  not  the  figui-es  for  the  Saturday  night 
arrests  which  you  have  given  in  to  the  Committee 
reveal  a very  sad  state  of  affairs  ? — They  do. 

917.  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  public  opinion 
in  the  city  of  Dublin  regarding  Saturday  early 
closing.  For  example,  do  you  know  the  opinion 
of  the  Catholic  clergy  regarding  it  ? — I know 
that  the  clergy  are  strongly  in  favour  of  closing 
early  on  Saturday  night. 

918.  Do  you  think  that  nine  o’clock  closing  on 
Saturday  night  would  result  in  any  very  great 
inconvenience  to  the  Dublin  public? — I do, 
within  the  city  boundary. 

919.  Notwithstanding  the  payment  of  wages  on 
the  afternoon  of  Friday  ? — Notwithstanding  that. 

920.  You  have  had  some  experience  of  Belfast, 
have  you  not  ? — I have. 

921.  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  the  public- 
opinion  of  Belfast  with  reference  to  closing  in 
Belfast  on  Sunday  ? — You  will  have  evidence 
here  of  officers  who  are. in  Belfast  at  present. 
You  must  remember  that  I have  been  some  years 
out  of  Belfast.  I left  Belfast  in  1879. 

922.  And  you  would  rather  not  give  an 
opinion? — I would  rather  not  give  an  opinion. 

923.  Do  you  think  that  the  habits  of  the  people 
are  different  in  the  country  from  what  they  are  in 
Dublin? — Ido. 

924.  You  do  not  think  there  is  much  dinner  beer 
consumed  in  the  country  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

925.  You  think  that  the  people  in  the  main 
are  perfectly  satisfied  if  they  get  their  dinner 
there,  apart  from  beer,  I suppose?— During  the 
time  I was  in  the  country,  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  I do  not  remember  seeing  or  hearing  any- 
thino'  that  led  me  to  the  impression  that  they  were 
under  any  hardship. 

926.  Then,  to  sum  up  your  evidence,  may  I 
put  it  in  this  way  : as  regards  the  present  law  in 
the  country,  you  would  not  touch  it,  save  to 
strengthen  it,  in  the  matter  of  bond  fide  travellers, 
and  you  would  close  in  Dublin  at  five  on  Sunday, 
instead  of  seven,  and  on  Saturday  night  at  ten 
instead  of  eleven  o’clock? — Yes,  and  at  nine 
o’clock  in  the  townships,  and  the  rural  portion. 

p3  927-  You 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

927.  You  made  an  observation,  did  you  not, 
about  the  diminution  of  arrests  in  1881  and  1882  ? 
—I  did. 

928.  In  connection  with  the  beerhouses,  had 
they  not  decreased  in  those  years  sensibly  ? — In 
speaking  of  the  decrease  of  beerhouses,  I was 
only  speaking  from  impression.  The  honourable 
Member  put  to  me  the  figures ; but  I am  not  able 
to  state  of  my  own  knowledge,  except  generally, 
that  the  number  of  beerhouses  .has  been  de- 
creasing, 

929.  Now,  do  you  say  that,  as  compared  with 
the  period  before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  they  are 
sensibly  decreasing? — Yes,  I say  they  have  been 
decreasing  all  along;  perhaps  they  have  been 
standing  for  about  the  last  two  years  or  so. 

930.  They  had  sensibly  decreased  in  1881 ; 
the  year  when  there  was  a material  falling  in  the 
arrests,  was  not  the  diminution  in  the  number  of 
houses  a gradual  decrease,  extending  over  a 
number  of  years  ? — I think  it  has  been  gradual, 
with  the  exception  of  the  period  of  time  at  which 
the  Act  was  passed,  which  brought  them  within 
certain  rateable  valuations,  and  then  possibly  the 
decrease  was  pretty  sharp. 

931.  There  was  no  sensible  decrease  in  1881 
and  1882  ? — I think  it  was  gradual. 

932.  It  .would  not  be  such  a decrease,  in  your 
opinion,  as  would  account  for  the  great  falling  off 
in  the  arrests  in  those  two  years? — No,  I do  not 
attribute  at  the  present  time  the  falling  off  in  the 
arrests  to  that.  I snid  it  might  have  something 
to  do  with  it. 

933.  In  view  of  those  figures,  would  you  think 
that  that  was  the  cause,  seeing  that  in  1874  the 
arrests,  13,810,  and  the  beerhouses  were  in  full 
operation  then? — Yes,  I think  they  were.  The 
time  that  beerhouses  were  in  full  swing  was  be- 
fore the  1864  Act  was  passed.  But,  then,  there 
was  passed  after  that  an  Act  called  “ M eldon’s 
Act,”  which  involved  a valuation,  and  that  took 
off  a great  many  beerhouses. 

934.  In  1887  the  arrests  were  13,272,  accord- 
ing to  your  statement  ? — Yes. 

935.  Those  figures  are  not  very  dissimilar ; 
there  is  not  a wide  difference  between  them? — 
No. 

936.  Consequently  it  could  not  have  been  the 
diminution  in  the  number  of  beerhouses  which 
caused  the  great  increase  ? — I said  that  it  could 
not  account  for  the  increase  in  the  figures. 

937.  Is  there  not  a general  tendency  on  the 
part  of  people  to  keep  better  hours,  and  to  be 
more  sober,  apart  from  the  restrictions  upon  the 
trade? — There  is  a tendency  to  keep  earlier 
hours;  but,  of  course,  in  the  face  of  the  figures 
which  unfortunately  are  all  against  us  in  Dublin, 
it  is  hard  for  me  to  say  upon  that  increase  of 
figures  that  there  is  a tendency  to  keep  more 
sober. 

938.  Do  you  not  think  that  those  figures  relate 
rather  to  habitual  offenders  than  to  the  general 
public? — I should  be  sorry  to  say  that  there 
were  13,000  habitual  offenders  in  Dublin. 

939.  Are  there  not  the  means  of  showing  that 
in  the  police  statistics? — Yes;  of  course  the 
number  of  what  are  called  habitual  drunkards  : 
that  is  to  say,  persons  up  more  than  once,  unfor- 
tunately,  form  a considerable  proportion  in  all 
police  statistics ; but  at  the  same  time,  as  I said 
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before,  in  answer  to  your  question,  the  figures 
are  against  us. 

940.  Is  not  the  fluctuating  number  the  small 
margin  outside  the  habitual  offenders  ? — I should 
think  not;  it  appears  to  me  that  they  go 
gradually  down  and  gradually  up.  I was  asked 
that,  question  before,  and  1 put  in  a return  show- 
ing the  number  as  proved  by  convictions.  Since 
1877  the  numbers  have  fluctuated,  sometimes  up 
and  sometimes  down,  but  there  is  no  appreciable 
difference. 

941.  With  regard  to  a question  that  was  put  to 
you  concerning  the  Corporation,  from  your  know- 
ledge of  Dublin  affairs,  was  not  the  attendance 
upon  the  day  that  the  resolution  to  petition 
was  passed  a good  average  attendance  ? — I think 
so ; 34  members  would  be  a good  average. 

942.  What  did  you  mean  by  saying  that  these 
were  representatives  of  the  trade  at  the  meeting 
in  the  Rotunda,  but  that  they  did  not  by  any  means 
represent  the  trade  of  Dublin?  — I meant  this  : I 
do  not  mean  to  convey,  and  I never  did  intend 
to  convey,  that  the  representatives  there  present 
were  not  representatives  of  the  trade,  but  I 
meant  that  the  numbers  present  did  not  by  any 
means  represent  the  whole  of  the  trades  of 
Dublin. 

943.  You  allude  now  to  the  Council  of  Trades  ? 
— And  to  the  Council  of  Trades  that  same  ob- 
servation applies. 

944.  You  mean  to  say  that  they  were  not 
official  representatives  ? — I mean  to  say  that 
they  were  representatives;  but  considering  that 
there  were  some  20  present,  and  that  the  trades 
of  Dublin  consist  of  48  different  trades,  I thought 
that  for  the  discussion  of  an  important  question, 
assuming  that  the  20  were  the  most  important 
representatives  of  the  several  trades,  if  they  did 
represent  them,  that  20  out.  of  48  was  not  a large 
representation  of  the  trades  as  a whole. 

945.  Were  they  not.  the  most  important  trades? 
— 1 would  not  say  so. 

948.  Were  there  not  representatives  of  the 
building  trades  ? — I can  tell  you,  of  course,  who 
they  were.  There  were  a great  many  important 
trades  not  represented  there  at  all. 

947.  You  adhere  to  your  statement  about  clubs 
and  the  wishes  of  the  wives  and  families  of  the 
working  people  regarding  the  clubs  ? — Yes. 

948.  That  they  have  a dislike  to  clubs  ? — Yes. 
I was  asked  the  general  opinion  and  I gave  it; 
but  I stated  also  that  that  opinion  existed  with 
regard  to,  I believe,  only  two  or  three  existing 
clubs ; I spoke  as  much  in  anticipation  as  of  the 
state  of  facts  at  present. 

949.  You  meant  that  the  clubs  would  be  likely 
to  extend  ; and  that  that  would  result  from  Sun- 
day closing? — That  is  what  I intended. 

950.  With  regard  to  Corless’  and  the  “ Ship,’’ 
and  such  taverns  as  those,  do  not  you  think  it 
would  be  an  unfair  and  invidious  distinction  to 
allow  them  to  open  for  the  purpose  of  serving 
food  and  drink,  and  to  close  up  other  neighbour- 
ing houses  ? — That  is  a question  upon  which,  of 
course,  every  one  is  quite  capable  of  forming  an 
opinion  as  well  as  I am.  I was  asked  whether  it 
could  be  done,  and  I said  it  could. 

95 1.  Do  not  you  think  that  those  houses  would 
be  over-crowded,  and  would  be  incapable  of  sup- 
plying 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY  CLOSING  ACTS  (IRELAND). 


47 


16  April  1888.] 


Mr.  Harrel. 


[ Continued. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
plying  the  wants  of  many  people  who  would  resort 
to  them,  and  that  many  persons  who  did  not  want 
food  would  go  there  for  drink  ? — As  far  as  the 
opening  hours  on  Sunday  (if  there  are  openino- 
hours)  are  concerned,  I did  not  express  myself  as 
in  favour  of  restricting  the  Sunday  trade  alto- 
gether to  a few  houses.  On  the  contrary,  I ex- 
pressed the  other  opinion. 

952.  With  regard  to  the  municipal  area,  you 
consider,  do  you  not,  that  such  places  as  Kings- 
town and  the  surrounding  places  within  the  police 
area,  are  quite  as  important  as  Dublin  itself? — 
I said  as  regards  the  townships,  that  I looked 
upon  their  necessities  as  being  nearly  as  import- 
ant as  those  of  the  city,  but  in  the  rural  division 
the  matter  is  not  so  important,  and  that  the  few 
public-houses  in  it  you  might  do  anything  with. 

953.  One  question  about  those  who  travel  to 
drink,  and  those  who  do  not  drink  to  travel.  I 
just  want  to  confirm  your  opinion  on  the  point  of 
those  who  walk  out  on  Sunday  for  recreation. 
Do  not  you  think  that  they  w'ould  be  deterred  if 
they  did  not  know  that  they  could  have  some 
refreshment  at  the  end  of  their  walk,  or  on  re- 
turning from  their  walk ; do  not  you  think  that  it 
would  be  a hardship  to  many  thousands  of  young 
men  who  leave  Dublin  City  and  other  cities  in 
Ireland,  for  a long  country  walk  after  their  hard 
week’s  work  if  they  knew  that  they  could  not 
have  refreshment  oh  the  way  ? — -I  have  already 
answered  that ; my  opinion  is  that  it  would 
not. 

954.  With  regard  to  those  who  travel  to  drink, 
are  they  not  people  who  go  before  the  houses  are 
opened  rather  than  after  the  houses  are  opened  ? 
—Yes. 

955.  And  there  are  respectable  people  who 
use  the  public-houses  after  the  hours  of  opening 
have  arrived  ?— Yes. 

956.  Those  who  travel  to  drink,  you  mean  to 
convey,  are  the  people  who  go  early  on  Sunday 
morning  outside  the  area? — Yes. 

957.  But  the  houses  are  used  after  two  o’clock 
by  respectable  people  who  do  not  trave.1  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  drinking  ? — Quite  so ; that  is 
obvious,  because  there  is  no  necessity  for  them 
to  travel  after  two  o’clock.  They  can  have  it  in 
the  city. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

958.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  increased 
number  of  beerhouses  and  spii’it  grocers’  houses 
led  to  the  increased  number  of  arrests  in  the 
period  antecedent  to  the  introduction  of  the 
Sunday  closing  Act.  I am  not  aware  that  the 
number  of  spirit  grocers  and  beersellers  did  in- 
crease in  the  period  anterior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act.  I said  that  I did  not  know 
that  they  had  increased  of  my  own  knowledge. 

959.  But  you  must  admit,  as  a fact,  that  a 
large  number  of  beerhouses  and  spirit  grocers 
and  low  public-houses  would  naturally  lead  to  an 
increased  number  of  arrests. 

960.  That  is  a reasonable  deduction,  and  also 
that  the  houses  where  illicit  sales  are  carried  on 
are  more  likely  to  lead  to  such  a result  than  if 
the  drink  were  bought  and  consumed  in  respect- 
able public-houses  ? — It  comes  to  very  much  the 
same  thing. 

961.  Consequently,  that  shebeening,  the  con- 
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Mr.  Peter  McDonald — continued, 
tinuance  of  low  public-houses,  and  trading  after 
and  before  the  hours,  would  naturally  result 
from  the  total  closing  of  the  respectable  public- 
houses  on  Sundays? — Of  course,  if  the  public- 
houses  were  to  do  an  unlawful  trade;  but  I pre- 
sume that  they  could  scarcely  do  that  for  any 
length  of  time. 

962.  Mr.  Winstanley  was  referred  to  a little 
time  ago ; are  you  aware  that  he  is  at  present 
High  Sheriff  of  Dublin  ?— Yes. 

963.  And  are  you  aware  that  it  is  only  very 
recently,  within  the  last  few  months,  that  he  be- 
came a director  in  the  distillery  of  George  Roe 
& Co.  ? — I did  not  know  that  he  was  a director 
at  all  until  it  was  mentioned  here. 

964.  You  are  perhaps  not  aware  that  although 
he  has  become  a director  for  purely  trade  pur- 
poses, he  is  as  much  opposed  to  any  abuse  of  the 
liquor  traffic  as  any  man  in  Dublin  ? — I am  not 
able  to  answer  that  question.  I know  that  he 
is  a large  employer  of  labour  and  a very  estimable 
man,  and  I think  has  the  interest  of  the  working 
class  at  heart. 

965.  As  one  of  the  largest  employers  of  labour 
in  Dublin  he  naturally  expresses  by  his  action,  or 
by  opinions  that  he  may  hold,  what  the  wishes  of 
a large  number  of  employers  are? — I do  not 
know  that. 

966.  You  would  desire  to  increase  the  number 
of  hotels  and  restaurants,  would  you  not  ? — I did 
not  say  that. 

967.  But  you  would  give  a license  only  to 
those  who  provided  food  as  well  as  drink  during 
the  exempted  hours? — During  the  prohibited 
hours  on  Sunday,  but  I think  that  the  existing 
number  would  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the 
case. 

968.  That  may  be  for  a man  who  is  able  to 
pay  for  an  ordinary  lunch  at  a restaurant  or  an 
hotel,  but  not  for  a poor  man,  who  did  not  sanc- 
tion the  establishment  of  restaurants  suited  to  his 
requirements  and  suited  to  his  means? — Cer- 
tainly his  necessities  should  be  met,  and  when 
they  arise,  then  I think  that  would  be  the  time  to 
consider  that  question. 

969.  And  would  you  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  restaurants  where  a poor  man  could  get ' 
a sixpenny  dinner  ? — If  he  required  it. 

970.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  in  some  of  those 
restaurants  in  Dublin  that  have  been  already 
named,  Corless’,  and  the  “ Ship,”  and  others, 
that  a respectable  body  of  men  are  often  enter- 
tained at  suppers  in  those  houses? — Yes. 

971.  And  at  what  you  may  call  an  hotel 
dinner  ? — Sometimes. 

972.  And  that  that  dinner  or  supper  cannot 
always  be  conveniently  concluded  at  1 1 o’clock  ? 
— Yes. 

973.  Then  you  would  concede  to  those  people 
the  privilege  of  allowing  that  dinner  or  supper  to  be 
continued  until  say  12  o’clock  or  half-past  12  on  a 
Saturday  night,  if  the  supper  could  not  be  con- 
veniently concluded  at  11  o’clock? — That  in- 
volves another  question  altogether.  Where  a neces- 
sity was  shown  to  exist  under  such  circumstances, 
if  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  or  restaurant  in- 
formed me  beforehand  that  he  was  about  to  have 
this  party,  and  gave  his  undertaking  that  he 
would  close  his  establishment  and  supply  no 

F 4 drink 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


48 


MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


16  April  1888.]  Mr.  Harrel.  [Continued. 


Mr.  Peter  M'Donald — continued, 
drink  after  11  o’clock,  tlie  police  on  Saturday- 
night  would  not  interfere  with  him  until  12. 

974.  That  is  to  say,  not  to  supply  drink  to  any 
persons  except  those  who  were  dining  there  ? — 
No;  not  to  supply  drink  to  anyone  after  11,  but 
let  them  order  what  they  want  before  11  o’clock. 
If  notice  be  given  beforehand,  there  would  be  no 
interference  with  them  until  12  o’clock  on 
Saturday  night  or  until  half-past  12  on  another 
night. 

975.  You  are  aware  that  at  such  dinners  the 
order  is  given  early  in  the  evening,  but  that  the 
consumption  is  not  concluded  until  after  closing 
hours  ? — Yes.  No  practical  difficulty  has  arisen 
in  connection  with  that  matter  up  to  the  pre- 
sent. 

976.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Mallon,  the 
Chief  Superintendent  of  Police,  is  in  accord  with 
you  upon  that  question  that  such  concession 
should  be  made  under  those  circumstances? — 
Before  answering  the  question,  perhaps  you  may 
misapprehend  me.  At  present  the  concession  is 
made  invariably,  and  no  public  complaint  has 
ever  been  made  as  regards  any  instance  of  its 
refusal.  Both  I and  my  officers  are  of  one 
opinion  as  regards  the  expediency  of  giving  such 
a concession. 

977.  Do  you  attribute  the  diminution  of 
arrests  to  the  diminution  of  beerhouses  and 
spirit  grocers,  and  the  suppression  of  low  public- 
houses,  and  not  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act, 
according  to  your  reply  to  the  honourable 
Member  for  Tyrone? — I think  I have  answered 
that  question  to  yourself  in  cross-examination 
already.  I said  that  it  might  be  one  ingredient, 
but  that  I myself  did  not  regard  it  as  a strong 
one,  inasmuch  as  if  it  was  a strong  one  I could 
not  account  for  the  increase  of  the  figures  latterly. 

978.  Your  opinion  as  to  the  clubs,  and  the 
reference  thereto,  has  reference,  not  so  much  to 
existing  clubs,  but  to  your  fear  that  this  low 
class  of  club  would  naturally  arise  in  case  the 
total  Sunday  Closing  came  into  operation? — 
Quite  so. 

979.  Are  you  aware  from  your  own  knowledge 
that  there  are  associations  in  Dublin  where  drink 
is  the  great  business  of  the  club? — Of  course 
there  is  the  illicit  traffic  to  which  allusion  has 
been  made,  and  if  it  be  not  a club,  and  if  it  be 
not  licensed  premises  it  must  be  illicit  traffic  if 
drink  is  sold. 

980.  You  infer  that  in  the  case  of  total  Sun- 
day closing  there  would  be  a very  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  those  working-men’s  clubs,  and 
that  as  a consequence  abuse  in  the  way  of  drink- 
ing out  of  legal  hours  would  be  likely  to  ensue  ? 
— I said  that  bogus  clubs  were  one  of  the  evils 
generally  regarded  as  likely  to  result. 

981.  Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  evils,  you 
have  alluded  to  several  others,  but  those  bogus 
clubs  are  likely  to  become  most  dangerous  to  the 
good  of  the  community  ? — In  the  present  state 
of  the  law  I said  that  I thought  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

982.  You  said  that  meetings  that  were  held  in 
opposition  to  closing  public-houses  on  Sunday 
had  been  presided  over  by  interested  persons.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  meetings  in  favour  of 


Mr.  Agg-Gardner — continued. 

Sunday  closiug  have  not  also  been  addressed,  as 
well  as  attended  by  j)ersons  who  were  commer- 
cially interested  in  closing  public-houses  ? — I 
scarcely  understand  the  honourable  Member’s 
question. 

983.  Are  not  there  coffee  taverns  in  Dublin? — 
Yes. 

984.  Is  there  not  a possibility  that  the  business 
of  coffee  taverns  would  be  materially  increased 
by  Sunday  closing  ? — It  might  be ; but  the  coffee 
tavern  business  is  not  by  any  means  such  an  im- 
portant one  in  Dublin  that  I think  it  would  be 
very  much  affected. 

985.  More  people  would  be  likely,  would  they 
not,  to  go  to  a coffee  tavern  if  they  were  deprived 
of  any  other  means  of  obtaining  refreshment  on 
a Sunday  ?— They  might.  Of  course  there  are 
a great  many  eating-houses  also,  where  drink  is 
not  sold. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

986.  Did  any  gentlemen  interested  in  a coffee 
tavern  take  part  in  and  address  the  meetings  ? — 
At  this  moment  I do  not  remember  any  one. 
The  coffee  tavern  institution  is  not  a very"  large 
one  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

987.  The  honourable  Member  for  Tipperary 
asked  you  to  state  to  the  Committee  at  the  last 
meeting  whether  drinking  clubs  were  unpopular 
with  the  wives  of  husbands  who  went  to  those 
drinking  clubs ; could  you  form  any  idea  what 
the  opinions  of  the  wives  are  with  regard  to 
frequenting  public-houses  by  the  same  class  of 
persons  ? — The  wives  object  to  that  also. 

988.  In  an  equal  degree,  I suppose  ? — In  an 
equal  degree.  There  is  a marked  distinction  in 
this  way  in  the  circumstances,  that  as  a public- 
house  must  close  at  eleven,  and  a man  must  come 
out  then,  and  his  wife  would  probably  get  him 
home,  but  if  he  goes  into  a club  he  may  stay 
there  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

989.  You  think  that  they  would  object  to 
both  ?— They  object  to  them  both  naturally. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

990.  If  a publican  wishes  to  entertain  his  own 
personal  friends  in  his  own  house,  is  he  liable  to 
prosecution  if  those  parties  remain  on  his  pre- 
mises after  11  o’clock?— He  is  not. 

991.  How  is  he  protected?— By  closing  his 
bar,  and  by  entertaining  his  bona  Jide  friends  or 
guests  in  his  own  apartments ; but  it  is  somewhat 
difficult  if  he  entertains  them  in  the  public  part 
to  mark  the  distinction  between  his  friends  and 
his  customers. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

992.  With  regard  to  statistics,  you  have  told 
the  Committee  once  or  twice  that  the  apparent 
conclusions  from  them  should  not  be  construed 
too  strictly,  and.  I think  you  stated  that  the 
standard  of  public  opinion,  and  even  of  police 
action,  was  necessarily  subject  to  some  varia- 
tion; but  I did  not  understand  you  to  give 
us  any  opinion  of  your  own  as  to  whether 
there  has  been,  in  the  last  two  or  three  years,  a 
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Mr.  Rowntree — continued, 
definite  increase  in  drinking  and  drunkenness  in 
Dublin ; could  you  give  us  any  opinion  upon 
that  point  ? — As  to  whether  there  has  been  an 
increase  ; as  I said,  the  figures  are  against  us  as 
regards  Dublin,  but  I quoted  the  standard  of 
public  opinion  being  somewhat  strict  as  one 
argument,  be  it  worth  what  it  may,  to  show  that 
we  are  not  so  drunken  a people  as  the  figures 
might  suggest;  that  is  my  object. 

993.  You  do  not  care  to  go  further  than  that? 
— I do  not  care  to  go  further  than  that ; I should 
say  that  I think  that  the  poverty  of  the  people 
has  much  to  do  with  drunkenness.  We  all  know 
that  an  ill-fed  man,  or  an  ill-fed  woman,  will  be 
affected  by  a small  quantity  of  drink,  and  I 
regard  that  as  another  reason.  I think  that  what 
we  call  bad  times  are  usually  followed  by  an  in- 
creased number  of  arrests.  Half-a-glass,  or  a 
glass,  of  whiskey  will  affect  an  ill-fed  man,  where 
he  might  take  double  that  quantity  if  he  were 
better  fed,  and  not  be  a drunkard  then. 

994.  Would  you  say  that  the  larger  proportion 
of  those  arrests  were  in  the  poorest  districts  of 
the  city  ? — Yes,  it  is  amongst  the  poorest  classes 
that  those  arrests  are  most  numerous. 

995.  You  gave  us  the  fact  that  the  convictions 
for  drunkenness,  and  some  other  offences  on 
Sundays,  had  been  1,092  in  1886,  and  1,200  in 
1887  ; can  you  tell  the  Committee  whether  any, 
and,  if  so,  how  many  prosecutions  have  been  in- 
stituted against  the  owners  of  licensed  premises 
for  supplying  drink  on  Sundays  to  persons  in  a 


Mr.  Rowntree — continued, 
state  of  intoxication  ? — I can  tell  you  that  the 
number  is  extremely  small.  I mean  that  the 
figures  are  very  small  indeed,  perhaps  not  more 
than  18  or  20  in  each  year ; but  I pointed  out 
that  if  the  publican  were  held  liable  for  the 
offence  of  drunkenness  on  licensed  premises 
a very  great  change  might  be  made  in  that 
respect. 

996.  I understood  you  to  suggest  that  it  would 
be  a wise  alteration  of  the  law  to  throw  the  onus 
of  proof  on  to  the  owners  of  licensed  premises  for 
a case  of  drunkenness  found  on  the  premises,  as  at 
present  the  onus  of  proof  is  on  the  part  of  the 
police? — Quite  so. 

997.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the 
principle,  which  was  suggested  as  a wise  one  for 
our  acceptation,  is  already  in  being,  as,  for 
instance,  if  food  unfit  for  consumption  was  found 
in  any  tradesman’s  premises,  the  onus  of  proof 
lies  not  on  the  police  inspector  finding  it,  but  on  the 
tradesman  to  show  that  it  i3  not  there  for  sale  ; 
has  that  come  within  your  knowledge? — It  is 
presumed  against  the  tradesman  that  it  is  there 
for  human  consumption,  unless  he  proves  to  the 
contrary. 

998.  And  you  suggest  that  a similar  principle 
somewhat  applies  to  this  ? — I did  not  so  'intend, 
but  I.  regard  the  principle  as  not  an  unfair  one, 
and,  as  I said  before,  I think  it  would  be  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  respectable  members  of  the 
licensed  trade. 


Mr.  Charles  Joseph  O’Donel;  Examined. 


Chairman. 

999.  You  are  the  Chief  Police  Magistrate  of 
Dublin,  are  you  not  ? — Yes. 

1000.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position  of 
chief  magistrate  ? — Since  February  188 1 - 

1001.  For  some  years  before  that  you  held  the 
position  of  divisional  magistrate  ? — 1 have  been  a 
magistrate  since  June  1866;  that  will  be  22 
years  next  J une. 

1002.  You  were  examined  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  13th  of  March  1877,  which  sat 
upon  this  subject  / — Yes. 

1003.  And  you  then  gave  a good  deal  of  evi- 
dence. I will  not  take  you  over  the  same  ground 
altogether,  but  I will  ask  your  experience  of  the 
Act.  You  have  had  an  opportunity,  of  course, 
as  the  principal  magistrate  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
of  forming  an  opinion  upon  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  of  1878,  so  far  as  it  concerned 
the  city  of  Dublin  ? — Yes. 

1004.  Would  you  state  to  the  Committee  the 
result  of  your  observations  ? — As  regards  the 
limitation  of  two  hours  on  Sunday,  my  experience 
of  that  was,  and  it  is  borne  out,  I think,  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Police,  Mr.  Barrel,  and  by  the 
officials,  that  for  some  two  or  three  years  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1878  the  tendency  appeared 
to  be  in  favour  of  the  step  that  had  been  taken  of 
diminishing  the  hours,  for  the  amount  of  cases  of 
arrest  for  drunkenness,  for  two  or  three  years 
subsequently,  appeared  to  be  diminishing  ; there 
is  no  doubt  about  that.  It  appeared  to  be  for 
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those  years  a very  strong  proof  of  the  advisability 
and  prudence  of  the  measure  that  had  been 
passed. 

1005.  Apart  from  those  figures,  speaking  from 
3'our  intimate  knowledge  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  do 
you  consider  that  the  shorter  hours  in  1878  had 
a beneficial  effect  as  regards  Sunday  drunken- 
ness ? — I cannot  say  from  my  own  personal  ex- 
perience, but  I can  only  speak  from  the  result  of 
the  figures  and  the  cases  that  arose  in  Court,  as 
I only  sit  on  certain  days  in  the  week. 

1006.  When  I referred  to  your  experience,  I 
meant  your  magisterial  experience  as  sitting  in 
Court.  You  are  aware  that  the  hours  were 
shortened  in  the  year  1872  ? — They  were  brought 
down  from  eleven  to  nine. 

1007.  You  were  at  that  time  one  of  the  divi- 
sional magistrates,  were  you  not  ? — I was. 

1008.  Could  you  tell  the  Committee  the  result 
of  your  experience  as  to  the  effect  of  that  short- 
ening, as  being  beneficial  or  otherwise  ? — I could 
not,  because  my  attention  at  that  time  was  not 
directed  to  that  subj  ect ; and  it  is  a great  many 
years  ago.  I could  not  undertake  to  say  what 
my  impression  then  was. 

1009.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  as  a magistrate 
goes,  have  there  been  any  evil  results  to  be  put 
on  one  side  ; that  is  to  say,  the  increase  of 
shebeening,  or  bogus  clubs,  or  home  drinking,  as 
against  the  testimony  that  you  bear  to  the  benefit 
of  shortening  the  hours  ? — When  I spoke  of 

G the 
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the  benefit  resulting  from  the  shortening  of  the 
hours,  I was  speaking  of  the  great  benefit  during 
the  three  or  four  years  subsequent  to  the  Act;  but 
when  we  came  to  look  to  the  statistics  of  arrests 
for  drunkenness,  we  found  that  in  the  years  1881 
and  1882  there  was  a considerable  diminution.  The 
total  number  of  arrests  in  the  year  was  reduced 
more  than  one-half.  I am  taking  Sundays.  We 
will  go  to  1878,  the  year  the  Act  was  passed.  In 
the  year  1878  the  arrests  were  1,820  ; in  1879 
they  fell  to  1,355  ; in  1880  they  were  down  to 
1,020;  again  they  fell  in  1881  to  973;  in  1882 
they  were  810;  in  1883  they  were  784;  there 
they  reached  the  minimum ; that  was  the  lowest 
point.  Then,  in  1884,  from  the  lowest  point,  of 
784  it  rises  at  a bound  to  938  ; in  1885  it  rises 
to  1,022;  in  1886  it  is  1,146;  and  in  1887  it  rises 
nearly  to  the  number  at  which  we  started  10 
years  before,  1,285. 

1010.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  increase  in  number  of  arrests  in 
late  years  ? — 1 have  formed  an  opinion  as  to  the 
remarkable  decrease  in  the  years  1881,  1882,  and 
1883. 

1011.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  to  what 
cause  you  attribute  the  decrease  in  those  years? — 
When  I was  appointed  a magistrate  it  was  about 
the  time  of  the  Fenian  disturbance,  in  1866, 
1867,  and  1868,  and  I then  understood,  and  it 
indeed  is  a fact  well  known,  that  whenever  there 
is  any  great  political  excitement  or  political  dis- 
turbance, the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness 
and  disorder  in  the  streets  diminishes  very 
greatly  ; people  remain  at  home,  and  thence  it 
was,  m the  terrible  days  of  the  Invincible  Con- 
spiracy in  Dublin,  when  the  police  and  the 
military  were  all  on  the  qui  vive,  the  streets  were 
comparatively  clear,  and  drunkenness  almost  dis- 
appeared : and  so  it  was,  I always  understood  as 
a magistrate,  that  whenever  there  were  great 
political  disturbances  people  were  afraid  to  go 
out,  and  drunkenness  and  ordinary  disorder  dimi- 
nished in  the  streets.  That  would  account  for 
the  diminution,  to  some  extent  at  least,  in  the 
number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  during  the 
three  years  that  I refer  to.  Now  we  find  the 
number  rising  again,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  I see 
no  sign  at  present  of  any  check  to  that  gradual 
rise  which  has  been  going  on  since  1883,  for  a 
Return  which  I got  before  I left  Dublin,  which 
gives  the  number  of  cases  of  drunkenness  in 
Easter  week,  shows  a very  lamentable  state  of 
things.  It  is  “ a Return  showing  the  number  of 
persons  charged  at  the  above  Court,”  that  is,  the 
Court  I generally  sit  in,  the  Northern  Court, 
for  the  week  ending  the  7th  April  1888,  distin- 
guishing those  charged  for  simple  drunkenness 
and  those  charged  with  drunkenness  combined 
with  other  offences.  Monday,  the  2nd,  simple 
drunkenness  52;  drunkenness  combined  with 
offences  27  ; Sunday,  other  offences,  46  ; making 
a total  of  125  charges  that  morning. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1012.  What  do  you  mean  by  “other  offences-”? 
— The  52  and  the  27  would  be  the  drunkenness 
charges. 

1013.  You  may  as  well  confine  yourself  to  the 
cases  of  simple  drunkenness  and  the  drunken  and 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
disorderly  cases  ? — Very  well.  On  Tuesday  the 
3rd  the  simple  drunkenness  charges  were  40  and 
the  drunken  and  disorderly  cases  29.  On  Wed- 
nesday the  4th  (which  is  generally  a diminishing 
day,  the  men’s  wages  having  been  pretty  well  all 
spent  by  that  time)  there  were  99  charges  for 
simple  drunkenness,  and  41  for  being  drunk  and 
disorderly  ; on  Thursday  there  were  56  charges  of 
drunkenness  and  four  for  being  drunk  and  dis- 
orderly. On  the  6th  there  were  22  charges  of 
drunkenness  and  10  for  being  drunk  and  dis- 
orderly. On  the  7th  there  were  22  charges  for 
drunkenness  and  seven  for  being  drunk  and  dis- 
orderly ; the  total  charges  for  Easter  week  were 
291  for  simple  drunkenness,  and  in  my  experi- 
ence as  a magistrate  that  is  the  heaviest  record 
for  one  week  that  I ever  remember,  so  that  I 
regret  to  say  I do  not  see  any  tendency  to  a 
diminution  of  drunkenness  among  the  classes 
who  are  the  habitual  drunkards  of  Dublin. 
{The  Witness  handed  in  the  Return.') 

Chairman. 

1014.  You  say  that  after  the  extraordinary 
diminution  in  the  years  1881, 1882  and  1883,  the 
figures  have  been  rising  during  the  years  1884, 
1885,  1886,  and  1887,  and  we  may  anticipate  a 
further  increase  in  the  present  year ; what  is  your 
theory  of  the  cause  of  that  increase  ? — I would 
suppose  simply  this,  that  the  controlling  cause 
having  passed  away  in  those  two  or  three  years 
that  1 refer  to,  gradually  people  were  returning 
to  their  former  habits,  and  going  on  in  the  same 
groove  as  they  were  before  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  passed  at  all. 

1015.  Then  I understand  you  to  think  that 
those  exceptional  circumstances  that  have 
happily  passed  away  are  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  entire  phenomenon  ? — Yes,  if  you  took 
the  returns  over  a very  large  period,  say  30  or 
40  years,  you  would  find  that  there  was  a wave 
ascending  and  descending  ; it  is  a most  extraordi- 
nary thing,  but  there  appears  to  be  a regularity 
about  it.  For  five  years  you  will  find  a rise,  and 
then  for  five  years  you  will  find  a fall,  and  what 
is  a more  singular  fact  is,  that  if  you  take  the 
percentage  of  cases  of  drunkenness  on  Sunday  as 
compared  with  week  days,  you  will  find  a regu- 
larity that  is  perfectly  astonishing;  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  percentage  of  cases  of 
drunkenness  on  Saturday  as  compared  with 
the  other  days  of  the  week.  The  cases  of 
drunkenness  on  Saturday  nights,  comparing 
Saturday  with  the  whole  week,  amount  to  80 
per  cent,  of  the  charges  of  the  whole  week,  with 
a regularity  that,  is  perfectly  astonishing,  no 
matter  whether  the  total  number  be  810,  as  in 
1882,  or  1,662,  as  in  1874,  the  proportions  will 
remain  the  same.  So  it  is  with  the  Sundays,  no 
matter  how  the  drunkenness  may  vary  from 
year  to  year,  the  Sunday  percentages  will  be 
found  to  be  about  the  same. 

Mr.  Peter  Me Donald. 

1016.  How  much  is  that? — I estimate  it  at 
about  8 per  cent. ; that  is,  one-twelfth  of  the 
whole,  from  8 to  9 per  cent. 

1017.  In 
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Chairman. 

1017.  In  1877  you  expressed  an  opinion  on  the 
question  of  absolute  closing  on  Sunday,  and  also 
on  the  question  of  early  closing  on  Saturday ; has 
your  recent  experience  caused  you  in  any  way  to 
modify  the  opinion  you  then  expressed  ? — The 
strong  opinion  that  I then  gave  against  a total 
closing  on  Sunday,  or  to  the  early  closing  upon 
Saturday,  was  founded  on  the  danger  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  shebeens,  and  encourag- 
ing illicit  drinking,  my  opinion  being  that,  apart 
from  drunkenness  arising  from  the  facility  of  get- 
ting drink  at  those  shebeens,  there  was  a greater 
social  demoralisation  in  frequenting  them  than  in 
getting  drink  at  a public-house.  I stated  my 
reasons'  for  that  to  the  Committee  at  the  time, 
and  my  view  remains  the  same  as  regards  that. 
I think  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sun- 
day would  inevitably  result  in  an  enormous  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  the  shebeen-houses,  and 
therefore  would  bring  about  a far  more  demoralis- 
ing result  and  injury  than  leaving  matters  as  they 
now  are. 

1018.  Your  opinion  as  to  the  Sunday  closing 
proposition  remains  substantially  the  same  as  that 
which  you  expressed  in  1877  ? — Yes,  save  this: 
As  I was  then  of  opinion  that  seven  o’clock  would 
be  a good  hour  of  closing,  instead  of  nine,  so  now, 
for  the  same  reason  that  I held  that  opinion  then, 
I say  now  I would  make  the  hour  of  closing  five 
instead  of  seven,  my  view  being  that  you  should 
do  nothing  by  plunges  ; you  are  dealing  with  the 
habits  of  the  entire  people,  and  it  would  be  a 
serious  matter  to  upset  the  whole  habits  of  the 
people  by  Act  of  Parliament.  I would  do  it  by 
degrees.  As  I then  said,  I would  reduce  the 
hour  of  Sunday  closing  from  nine  to  seven,  so  I 
now  unhesitatingly  say  I would  reduce  the  Sun- 
day hour  from  seven  to  five- 

1019.  You  think  that  might  safely  be  done 
without  any  inconvenience  ? — Without  any  in- 
convenience to  any  person. 

1020.  You  were  examined  in  1877  on  the  sub- 
ject of  closing  on  Saturday,  and  you  expressed 
an  opinion  upon  that  subject  : have  you  modified 
that  opinion? — By  no  means.  If  I recollect  rightly, 
I expressed  the  (-pinion  that  far  and  away  the  worst 
drunkenness  of  the  entire  week  was  on  Saturday 
night,  that  there  was  a large  expenditure  of  wages 
on  Saturday  night  in  drink  which  ought  to  go  to 
the  support  of  the  man’s  wife  and  family,  and  that 
a diminution  of  that  drunkenness  would  be  of  the 
greatest  social  benefit,  and  I think  I suggested 
that  I should  be  glad  to  close  public-houses  as 
early  as  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday. 

1021.  What  is  your  present  view  as  regards 
closing  on  Saturday  night  ? — My  view  is,  as  it 
was  then,  that  it  would  be  most  desirable  to 
save  people  from  squandering  their  wages  in 
public-houses  on  Saturday  nights,  when  they 
treat  each  other  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  and 
I would  close  puhlic-houses  at  nine  o’clock,  but 
for  this  fact,  which  I think  a most  serious  one, 
because  you  are  dealing  with  the  habits  of  the 
people  : the  poorer  classes  in  Dublin  are  ac- 
customed from  long  habit  to  do  their  marketing 
on  Saturday  nights ; all  the  shops  suited  for 
that  class  of  people,  the  butchers’  shops,  and  the 
shops  of  the  different  tradespeople,  are  open  till 
12  o’clock  on  Saturday  nights.  The  people  are 
accustomed  to  do  their  marketing  to  that  hour, 
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and  to  close  public-houses  (many  of  which  are  also 
grocers’  shops)  at  nine  o’clock,  whereas  all  the 
rest  of  the  shops  are  open  to  12  o'clock,  would 
not  be  a very  wise  thing  to  do. 

1022.  What  would  you  suggest  should  be  the 
hour  of  closing  on  Saturday  night  ? — I would 
say  10  o’clock  ; I would  advise  that  you  should 
shorten  the  hours  by  degrees,  and  not  take 
plunges. 

1023.  Then  you  have  somewhat  modified  your 
opinion  since  1877-  You  were  asked,  “ At  what 
hour  would  you  close  on  Saturday  ? ” and  you 
said,  “At  present  it  is  11,  and  as  it  would  be 
better  not  to  do  the  thing  too  violently,  I should 
say  eight  o’clock  in  summer  and  seven  in 
winter,  or  eight  o’clock  all  the  year  round ; I 
know  it  is  a very  difficult  question.”  Then  you 
were  asked  various  questions  with  reference  to 
that,  and  then  at  Question  2076  you  were  asked, 
“ Looking  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  in  which 
I present  it  to  you,  do  von  still  adhere  to  your 
view  that  the  public-houses  should  be  closed 
at  seven  or  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday,”  and 
your  answer  is,  “ Yes  ; I would  try  that,  because 
of  the  amount  of  wasted  wages,  and  the  excess 
of  violence  and  quarrelling  and  dissipation  that 
takes  place  on  Saturday  nights,  which  is  posi- 
tively appalling  ” ? — I modified  that  from  my 
subsequent  experience.  I know  more  now  about 
the  habits  of  the  people,  that  is  to  say,  their 
marketing  on  Saturday  night,  and  that  induces 
me  to  enlarge  the  hour ; at  the  same  time  I 
would  be  most  glad,  if  it  could  be  done,  to 
reduce  it  to  eight  o’clock,  but  I do  not  see  how 
it  could  be  practically  done. 

1024.  Do  you  think  that  10  o’clock  would 
be  equally  applicable  to  the  city  or  outer  dis- 
tricts which  form  part  of  the  metropolitan  area 
of  Dublin  ? —Yes,  I would  make  no  difference. 

1025.  Have  any  abuses  connected  with  the 
bona  fide  traveller  clause  of  the  Act  come  under 
your  notice  as  a magistrate  ? — It  is  a very  curious 
fact  that  very  few  cases  in  which  the  bona-fide 
traveller  question  has  arisen  have  come  before 
me  ; I do  not  think  half-a-dozen.  The  only  cases 
in  Dublin  (and  such  cases  have  ceased  to  be 
brought  before  the  magistrates)  were  cases  where 
passengers  had  landed  on  the  quay  from  the  early 
steamer  on  Sunday,  coming  from  Glasgow  or 
Liverpool,  and  they  went  up  to  the  public-houses 
and  got  refreshments  on  Sunday  morning  before 
the  opening  hours.  When  one  of  such  cases 
came  before  me,  it  was  proved  that  those  people 
were  passengers  who  had  actually  arrived  by  the 
steamer,  and  I held  that  they  were  bond  fide 
travellers,  and  were  entitled  to  refreshment. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donnld. 

1026.  There  were  no  convictions  ? — No. 

Chairman. 

1027.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  to 
the  Committee  as  to  that  question  of  bond  fide 
travellers? — No.  The  only  other  case,  till  the 
other  day,  was  a case  in  Blackrock,  several  years 
ago.  People  came  out  to  Blackrock  and  got 
refreshment ; and  in  that  case  it  was  considered 
that  they  had  travelled  the  legal  distance  and 
that  it  was  a bond  fide  case,  and  there  was  an 
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acquittal.  I do  not  remember  ever  having  had 
another  case  till  the  other  day,  and  that  was  a 
very  remarkable  case  indeed  : that  was  the  case 
Mr.  JHarrel  referred  to  as  a case  occurring  at 
the  Phoenix  Park.  It  turned  out  there  that  the 
publican,  with  the  greatest  possible  candour, 
went  beforehand  to  the  superintendent  of  police, 
making  no  concealment  about  it,  and  told  him  of 
his  intention  of  keeping  his  house  open  on  Sunday 
mornings  lor  bona-fide  travellers,  and  that  he 
(the  superintendent)  might  send  his  constables 
to  keep  an  eye  on  the  place.  He  did  send  them, 
and  this  is  a return  of  the  number  of  persons 
entering  this  particular  public-house  on  Sunday 
mornings,  which  the  superintendent  handed  to  me 
after  the  case  was  over.  ( Handingin  the  Return.) 
On  Sunday  morning,  the  18th  March  1888,  from 
10  a.m.  to  11  a.m.,  seven  people  entered  the  house 
and  got  refreshment;  from  11  o’clock  to  12  o’clock, 
80  entered  and  got  refreshment;  from  12  o’clock  at 
noon  to  one  p.m.,300  entered  and  got  refreshment ; 
and  from  one  o’clock  to  two,  the  opening  hour, 
266,  making  a total,  on  the  Sunday  morning  be- 
fore two  o’clock,  of  653  persons  getting  refresh- 
ments in  that  public-house.  On  Sunday,  the 
25tli,  from  10  a.m.  to  11  a.m.,  four  entered  the 
house  and  got  refreshmem  ; from  11  to  12  a.m., 
48  entered  and  got  refreshment.;  from  12  to  one, 
212  ; and  from  one  to  two,  2,199.  The  total 
on  the  18th  of  March,  as  I have  said,  was  653  ; 
and  the  total  on  the  25th  of  March  was  463.  I 
asked  the  publican,  a respectable  man,  what  de- 
fence he  had,  how  he  could  justify  such  aproceeding 
as  this.  He  produced  his  young  man,  and  he 
produced  his  book,  a regular  ledger,  nicely  kept, 
with  columns  in  it,  headed,  “Name,  residence, 
distance,  where  slept  last  night ;”  and  these 
were  all  entered  by  the  “ curates,”  which  is  the 
slang  phrase  for  the  publicans’  assistants.  This 
hook  was  handed  up  to  me,  and  the  entries  were 
pointed  to  as  a justification  of  the  thing.  So  I 
looked  down  the  entries,  and,  to  my  amazement, 
with  the  exception  of  one  individual  from  Donny- 
brook,  all  the  persons  receiving  refreshment  were 
from  the  purlieus  and  lanes  of  Dublin,  within  a 
radius  of  three  miles. 

1028.  It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  ask  you 
whether  there  does  not  exist  a considerable 
abuse  of  the  exemption  in  favour  of  bond  fide 
travellers  ? — There  certainly  is  in  that  case ; that 
was  the  other  day. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1029.  Did  you  convict  in  that  case? — I fined 
the  publican  5 1.,  and  I endorsed  it  on  his  license; 
he  appealed;  whether  the  appeal  has  been  decided 
by  the  Recorder  yet  I cannot  say. 

Chairman. 

1030.  In  your  opinion,  may  that  be  taken  by 
us  as  an  exceptional  case? — Yes,  I think  so.  I 
think  if  that  gentleman  were  to  try  the  same 
thing  again  he  might  look  forward  to  not  getting 
his  certificate  in  October. 

1031.  Though  the  same  thing  may  not  be  tried 
on  the  same  scale,  is  it,  in  your  opiuion,  tried  to 
a considerable  extent? — 1 do  not  think  it  is.  As 
regards  the  bond  fide  travellers’  question,  it  rather 
occurs  to  me  that  it  might  be  very  much  lelt  just 
as  it  stands.  If  the  public-houses  be  open  from 


Chairman — continued. 

two  to  five  on  Sundays  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  an  outsider  comes  in  from  the  suburbs  to 
see  Dublin,  if  he  wants  refreshment  he  ha3  the 
best  three  hours  of  the  day  in  which  to  get  re- 
freshment; from  two  to  five  every  public- house 
and  refreshment-house  in  Dublin  would  be  open 
to  him.  Then  people  go  from  town  to  the  country, 
that  would  be  the  very  time  they  would  be  taking 
their  refreshment,  from  two  to  five.  Why  meddle 
with  it?  Let  it  be. 

1032.  As  I understand,  your  suggestion  is  to 
leave  the  bond  fide  traveller  rule  as  it  is? — Yes; 
1 would  leave  it  as  it  is. 

1033.  Have  you  any  further  suggestion  to 
make? — With  regard  to  the  drunken  classes,  I 
would  refer  to  this  fact,  which  has  come  under 
my  observation  as  a magistrate,  and  which  is  very 
much  to  the  credit  of  the  artizans  of  Dublin,  that 
sitting  on  M onday,  or  any  other  morning  upon 
which  charges  of  drunkenness  have  been  brought 
before  me,  I have  observed  that  it  is  very  seldom 
indeed  that  there  appears  in  the  list  of  drunkards 
a decent  and  respectable  artizan ; perhaps  10  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  of  the  drunkards  would  be  re- 
spectable artizans,  90  per  cent,  being  labourers 
and  prostitutes,  and  people  of  that  character. 
The  object  of  all,  no  doubt,  would  be  to  promote 
temperance  and  diminish  drunkenness ; and  I 
must  say  this  much,  from  my  experience  with 
regard  to  the  drinking  classes  (I  now  refer  to  the 
labouring  classes),  that  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  by 
any  change  in  the  law  to  make  them  more  sober 
than  they  are  until  there  is  an  improvement 
made  in  their  wretched  domiciles ; nothing  can 
be  more  wretched  and  miserable  than  the  places 
these  poor  people  have  to  reside  in  ; they  have 
no  choice;  they  must  go  into  these  tenements, 
where  they  are  all  crammed  together,  man  and 
wife  and  grown-up  children,  all  in  the  same 
room,  with  deficient  ventilation  and  sanitary 
arrangements.  How  can  you  expect  them  to  keep 
away  from  the  public-house. 

Mr.  John  0,  Connor. 

1034.  Do  you  think  the  police  are  able  to 
detect  illicit  trading  ? — I have  no  doubt  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  skill  and  ingenuity  is  brought  to 
beat  them  ; but  they  show  considerable  skill  iD 
detecting  it. 

1035.  Do  you  think,  as  a matter  of  fact,  they 
have  detected  all  the  illicit  trading  going  on  in 
Dublin  ? — As  a matter  of  fact,  I know  they  have 
not ; and  all  the  police  of  London  added  to  them 
could  not  do  it. 

1036.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sunday  would  have  the  effect 
of  increasing  illicit  trading  ? — I do  not  think  it 
would  if  done  gradually.  I expressed  the  opinion 
in  1877  that,  if  you  closed  public-houses  on  the 
Sunday,  the  more  respectable  class  of  artizans 
who  frequent  public-houses  now  would  then  be 
driven  to  the  shebeens ; that  would  be  the  danger 

1037.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  people  who 
use  public-houses  at  the  legitimate  hours  are  the 
respectable  class  of  working  people  and  people 
engaged  in  trade  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

1038.  And  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  effect  of 
closing  the  public-houses  during  the  hours  they 
are  now  open,  or  some  portion  of  the  time  that 
they  are  now  open,  would  be  to  drive  that 

respectable 
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lAv.John  O'Connor — continued, 
respectable  class  to  the  shebeens  and  other 
houses  ?— All  I say  is  that  it  would  have  that 
tendency ; I do  not  say  it  would  do  it. 

1039.  There  is  a large  class  of  young  men  who 
use  public-houses  at  present,  who  might  be 
demoralised  by  going  to  shebeens  to  get  drink 
if  the  public-houses  were  closed? — Possibly. 

1040.  Have  the  anticipations  which  you  ex- 
pressed in  1877  with  regard  to  the  breaking  of 
the  law  been  fulfilled,  in  any  respect,  in  parts  of 
the  country  where  the  Act  is  in  operation  ? — I 
know  nothing  of  districts  outside  Dublin;  I con- 
fine myself  to  what  I know  about  Dublin. 

1041.  You  have  had  some  shebeen  cases 

brought  before  you  ? — Many.  I have  here  a 

return  of  cases  of  illicit  traffic  in  intoxicating 
liquors,  heard  in  the  northern  police  court, 
Dublin,  from  the  year  1876  to  the  year  1887, 
inclusive,  showing  the  percentage  of  cases  in 
which  the  offence  occurred  on  Sunday.  This  is 
made  out  by  one  of  my  own  clerks,  and  he  made 
it  out  from  the  best  materials  he  had.  Now,  the 
first  two  years  are  the  two  years  before  the  Act 
of  1878,  the  year  1876-77  and  the  year  1877-78; 
and,  in  the  first  of  those  years,  from  8 a.m.  on 
Sunday  to  8 a.m.  on  Monday,  there  were  53 
cases,  while  in  the  rest  of  the  week  there  were 
102  cases  ; that  is  for  the  whole,  year,  making  a 
total  of  155,  and  the  Sunday  percentage  of  the 
whole  week  was  34,  the  hours  during  which  the 
illicit  traffic  was  carried  on  being  between  eight 
in  the  morning  and  two  in  the  afternoon  on  the 
Sunday.  For  the  year  1877-78  the  percentage 
for  Sunday  was  27  out  of  a total  of  184  cases, 
and  so  the  figures  go  on,  with  very  little  variation, 
year  after  year,  covering  a period  of  10  years; 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  in  last  year  the  total  was 
greater  than  in  any  other  year,  except  1883-84, 
the  total  being  206. 

1042.  What  was  the  proportion  last  year  of 
Sunday  shebeening? — In  1886-87  the  percent- 
age of  Sunday  shebeening  was  24.  The  per- 
centages differ  very  little.  ( The  Witness  handed 
in  the  Return. ) 

1043.  You  are  of  opinion  that  illicit  drinking 
can  be  carried  on  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
police  ? — Certainly  ; of  course  subject  to  the 
liability  to  be  detected. 

1044.  You  said  in  1877  that  you  would  open 
the  public-houses  in  Dublin  four  or  five  hours  on 
Sunday,  from  two  to  six,  or  say  seven? — Yes. 

1045.  Do  I rightly  understand  that  you  are 
of  the  same  opinion  now? — No,  I would  diminish 
the  time  of  their  being  open;  I would  say  let 
them  close  at  five ; I would  do  everything  by 
degrees,  and  not  by  plunges  ; I would  accustom 
the  people  gradually  to  a shortening  of  the 
time. 

1046.  You  expressed  a vei’y  strong  opinion 
in  1877  on  the  subject  of  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes;  you  thought  that  an  improve- 
ment in  the  dwellings  of  the  working  classes 
would  have  a greater  effect  in  promoting  sobriety 
than  any  measure  for  closing  public-houses? — 
Yes. 

1047.  Are  you  still  of  that  opinion?— Yes. 

1048.  You  believe  that  is  the  true  remedy  for 
the  evil  that  exists? — Yes.  On  Lord  Meath’s 
estate  in  the  Liberties  behind  the  Castle  there 
is  a place  called  Pimlico,  where  there  used  to  be 
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wretched  hovels  which  were  pulled  doivn  and 
new  houses  for  artizans  were  built.  Lord  Meath 
granted  an  open  space  for  a recreation  ground, 
and  he  opened  it,  and  I went  to  the  opening  : I 
then  saw  for  the  first  time  those  nice  cottages  for 
artizans,  and  I was  charmed  with  what  1 saw. 
There  were  flowers  in  the  windows,  and  indica- 
tions everywhere  of  cleanliness,  and  order,  and 
self-respect.  So  also  on  the  northern  side  there 
are  artizans’  dwellings,  and  the  peopie  who  live 
in  those  dwellings  are  never  brought  up  for 
drunkenness  ; but  in  the  squalid  districts  where 
there  are  the  old  tenement  houses  it  is  a totally 
different  thing,  the  foetid  atmosphere  and  other 
conditions  stimulating  the  people  who  live  there 
to  go  and  take  drink. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

1049.  In  your  evidence  in  1877  you  are  re-, 
ported  to  have  stated,  “ It  is  a very  curious  thing 
which  has  appeared  in  evidence  with  regard  to 
illicit  drinking  before  two  o’clock  that  directly 
two  o’clock  arrived  immediately  the  whole  trade 
ceased,  and  of  course  the  after  consumption  in 
the  city  was  in  the  public-house ;”  are  you  still  of 
the  same  opinion? — Certainly. 

1050.  You  also  said  then  that  you  cannot  stop 
by  any  means  the  illicit  traffic  in  drink,  notwith- 
standing the  number  of  police  ? — I do  not  think 
you  can.  I think  you  might  go  a step  towards 
preventing  it  by  substituting  a more  effective 
punishment  for  that  contained  in  the  3rd  section 
of  the  Act  of  1872.  The  utmost  puuishment 
that  can  now  be  inflicted  is  50/.,  or  one  month’s 
imprisonment  in  case  of  non-payment.  If  you 
want  to  crush  out  illicit  traffic  in  drink  do  not 
let  it  be  optional  with  the  magistrates  to  im- 
pose a fine  ; but  say  that  for  the  first  offence  a 
person  shall  be  liable  to  one  month’s  imprison- 
ment (with  or  without  hard  labour),  and  not  less 
than  fourteen  days ; for  a second  offence,  two 
months  and  not  less  than  one  month,  and  for  a 
third  or  subsequent  offence,  four  months  and  not 
less  than  two  months.  That  would  not  leave  the 
Court  the  option  of  imposing  a fine;  that  would 
make  it  imperative  on  the  Court  to  inflict  the 
punishment  of  imprisonment  with  or  without 
hard  labour.  If  anything  could  crush  out  illicit 
traffic  in  drink  that  would.  The  people  who 
carried  it  on  would  get  tired  of  it ; but,  if  they 
are  fined  5 s.  or  10  s.,  they  pay  the  fine,  and  then 
they  go  back,  and  in  a very  short  time  earn 
enough  to  make  up  for  the  fine,  and  so  they  go 
on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

1051.  You  would  punish  as  severely  as  possible 
those  who  carried  on  illicit  traffic  iu  drink? — 
Yes. 

1052.  And  you  would  encourage  the  open  or 
legitimate  traffic? — No,  I would  not  encourage 
it;  that  does  not  follow.  I would  not  encourage 
drinking  at  all. 

1053.  You  adhere  to  the  opinion  that  if  people 
cannot  get  drink  in  a legitimate  way  they  will 
go  into  illicit  houses,  and  drink  beer  and  whisky 
of  an  inferior  quality  ? — Yes. 

1054.  That  would  be  what  would  happen  if 
you  shut  up  respectable  public-houses  ? — Y es,  the 
people  who  are  determined  to  get  drink  will  find 
a way  of  getting  it. 

1055.  And  the  number  of  those  places  where 
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illicit  traffic  in  drink  is  carried  on  would  be  very 
considerably  increased  by  any  curtailment  of  the 
privileges  of  the  respectable  class  ? — I do  not  say 
“by  any  curtailment.”  1 think  it  would  be  very 
considerably  increased  if  you  shut  the  public- 
houses  up  altogether. 

1056.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  class  of  people 
who -frequent  the  ordinary  respectable  public- 
house  in  the  metropolitan  district  are  not  people 
of  the  drinking  class,  but  fairly  respectable 
people  who  require  moderate  refreshment? — I 
will  not  offer  an  opinion  about  that,  because,  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  1 was  never  in  a public-house 
in  Dublin  in  my  life. 

1057.  But  you  must  have  noticed  the  people 
going  into  or  coming  out  of  the  public-houses  ? — 
Yes. 

1058.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  class  of 
people  that  go  in  and  out  of  those  public-houses? 
— I would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion  ; it  is  out- 
side my  province. 

1059.  You  said  in  1877,  “ Any  one  who  walks 
along  the  streets  of  Dublin  on  a Sunday  after- 
noon, when  the  public-houses  are  open,  I am 
speaking  more  especially  of  the  more  respectable 
ones,  will  see  lots  of  respectable  looking  young 
men  going  in  and  out ; I mean  respectable  men 
who  may  be  attendants  in  shops,  and  respectable 
young  tradesmen.”  Are  you  still  of  the  same 
opinion? — Yes;  if  you  go  up  Grafton-street  on 
Sunday  afternoon  you  will  see  lots  of  respect- 
able young  men  coming  out  of  some  of  those  gin 
palaces  and  public-houses. 

1060.  And  you  consider  that  it  would  be  a 
very  great  hardship,  and,  in  fact,  injustice,  to 
deprive  those  respectable  young  men  of  the  op- 
portunity of  getting  a glass  of  ale  or  other 
refreshment? — I do  not  know  about  that. 

1061.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  any  effort  to 
make  people  temperate  by  Act  of  Parliament 
will  always  be  ineffectual  ? — I think  it  will 

* where  you  have  the  labouring  class  to  deal  with ; 

I am  not  speaking  of  any  other  class. 

1062.  You  must  always  take  the  habits  of  the 
people  into  account? — Yes,  we  must  take  into 
account  the  habits  of  the  class  we  are  legislating 
for ; you  ought  to  have  regard  to  their  habits 
and  long-established  usages,  such  as  late  mar- 
keting. 

1063.  That  is  one  of  the  long-established 
usages  in  Dublin,  and  you  could  not  easily  get 
the  people  to  change  their  habits  in  that  respect? 
— Not  at  once  ; you  might  by  degrees. 

1064.  You  have  very  strong  opinions  on  the 
better  housing  of  the  working  classes  ? — Indeed, 
1 have. 

1065.  And  you  think  that  the  demoralization 
of  the  working  classes  is  due  even  more  to  the 
wretched  tenements  in  which  they  have  to  live 
than  to  the  quantity  of  bad  drink  that  they  take  ? 
— I do  not  say  that. 

1066.  The  one  is  quite  as  great  an  evil  as  the 
other  ? — It  is  cause  and  effect,  you  may  say. 

1067.  If  the  working  man  has  a clean,  com- 
fortable room  in  which  he  can  sit  and  smoke  his 
pipe,  and  drink  his  mug  of  beer,  he  will  not  be 
tempted  to  go  out  and  spend  his  evening  in  the 
public-house  ? — I think  not ; certainly  not  in  the 
shebeen. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued. 

1068.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  where  domestic 
comfort  is  wanting  there  will  always  be  a ten- 
dency in  the  direction  of  the  public-house  ? — If 
I gave  an  answer  to  that  question  it  would  only 
be  a matter  of  opinion  and  not  evidence. 

1069.  In  1877  you  said,  “I  consider  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  possibility  of  improving  the 
condition  of  the  working  classes  in  Dublin  by 
shutting  up  public-houses,  for  alcohol  they  will 
have  as  long  as  people  have  money  in  their 
pockets,  and  all  the  police  in  Dublin  if  you  were 
to  double  them  will  not  keep  the  drink  out  of 
their  throats  ; ’’  that  was  your  opinion  then  ? — 
Yes. 

1070.  Is  that  your  opinion  now  ? — Certainly  ; 
if  a man  determined  to  get  drink  and  has  money 
to  pay  for  it,  he  will  have  it. 

1071.  You  were  asked  whether  you  considered 
that  closing  on  Saturday  evening  and  closing 
earlier  on  Sunday  evening  than  was  then  the 
custom,  would  promote  a greater  amount  of  tem- 
perance, and  you  said,  “ I think  that  whatever 
hour  that  you  close  up  the  public-houses  the 
intemperate  of  the  people,  who  think  that  they 
have  not  got  enough,  and  who  wish  to  go  on 
drinking  late  into  the  night  will  go  to  the 
illicit  houses,”  that  is  drinking  not  in  legitimate 
public-houses,  bqt  in  houses  where  illicit  tiade  is 
carried  on? — Yes. 

1072.  And  you  consider  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  put  down  illicit  trading  in  Dublin? 
— Yes,  I do,  in  the  present  state  of  the  city. 

1073.  Do  you  consider  that  temperance  has 
increased  in  Dublin  since  the  hours  were  short- 
ened ? — I gave  statistics  upon  that  point  at  the 
beginning  of  my  evidence. 

1074.  Do  you  consider  that  the  number  of 
arrests  is  a fair  barometer  of  the  temperance  or 
intemperance  existing  in  Dublin  ? — Mr.  Harrel 
would  be  a better  judge  of  that.  I can  only 
judge  of  the  cases  that  come  before  me.  Whether 
the  number  of  arrests  is  a fair  indication  of  the 
amount  of  intemperance  or  not  I do  not  know. 

1075.  I think  you  said  in  the  beginning  of 
your  examination  that  for  two  or  three  years 
after,  the  hours  were  shortened,  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  there  was  a 
seeming  diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests  ? — 
There  was  a slight  diminution  in  the  number  of 
arrests. 

1076.  According  to  the  figures  it  would  seem 
that  there  was  a downward  tendency  for  a time. 
You  said  that  when  there  is  any  great  political 
excitement,  as  there  was  at  that  time,  the  people 
keep  out  of  the  streets,  and,  as  a consequence, 
the  number  of  arrests  is  fewer  ? — That  is  so. 

1076*.  So  that  the  diminished  number  of 
arrests  in  that  period  can  be  easily  accounted 
for.  You  also  stated,  I think,  that  the  number  of 
arrests  at  present  is  quite  as  great  as  the  number 
reached  before  the  introduction  of  the  Act? — 
Yes ; they  have  risen  nearly  as  high. 

1077.  So,  in  other  words,  we  are  no  better  nor 
worse  than  we  were  before  the  introduction  of 
the  Act? — So  it  would  appear. 

1078.  You  referred  to  the  number  of  cases 
last  Easter  week,  as  showing  that  there  was  no 
tendency  towards  a diminution  in  the  number  of 
such  cases? — Easter  is  a peculiar  season;  the 

number 
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number  of  cases  was  so  very  excessive  that  the 
clerk  gave  it  me  as  a remarkable  fact.  Easter  is 
no  criterion  ; it  is  a festive  time. 

1079.  You  said  that  the  number  of  arrests  on 
the  Sunday  is  trivial  compared  with  the  arrests 
on  Saturday  night? — Yes;  Saturday  is  a ter- 
rible night  for  drunkenness  and  waste  of 
wages. 

1080.  Your  great  fear  of  any  alteration  in  the 
law  would  be  the  establishment  of  these  shebeens 
or  places  of  illicit  traffic  ? — I think  the  number 
of  them  would  increase  very  considerably  if  you 
shut  up  the  public-houses  altogether,  or  shut 
them  up  too  early  on  Saturday  night. 

1081.  What  you  say  with  regard  to  Dublin 
would  equally  apply  to  Belfast,  I presume? — 
That  I would  not  offer  any  opinion  about. 

1082.  You  know  Belfast  also? — No,  except  by 
passing  through  it. 

1083.  Do  you  know  Cork? — No;  I would 
rather  not  speak  of  any  city  except  Dublin. 

1084.  I inferred  from  your  answer  a while  ago 
to  the  Chairman  that  you  were  of  opinion  that 
the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday 
could  end  in  nothing  else  than  the  demoralisation 
of  the  people  ? — I am  not  aware  that  I put  it  ex- 
actly in  that  way. 

1085.  At  all  events,  you  would  say  that  demo- 
ralisation in  some  degree  would  result  from  the 
frequenting  of  places  where  illicit  traffic  was  car- 
ried on  ? — That  follows,  of  course,  from  my 
evidence. 

1086.  You  would  alter  the  hour  of  closing  on 
Sunday  from  seven  to  five  ? — Yes. 

1087.  Would  not  you  think  five  rather  an 
early  hour? — No. 

1088.  From  two  to  five  would  be  only  three 
hours  ? — And  it  would  be  quite  enough. 

1089.  Why  would  you  deprive  the  artizan  of 
Dublin  of  the  privilege  that  the  artizan  of 
London  and  the  metropolitan  district  enjoys  ? — 
Let  the  Committee  decide  that.  I have  nothing 
to  do  with  London. 

1090.  Dublin  artizans  are  not  quite  so  thirsty, 
perhaps,  as  London  artizans  ? — I do  not  know 
that. 

1091.  Do  not  you  think  that  a fair  compromise 
would  be  to  close  at  six ; supposing  you  allowed 
public-houses  to  be  open  from  two  to  six,  that 
would  be  four  hours  ? — Ten  years  ago  you 
knocked  off  two  hours ; the  hour  of  closing  was 
altered  from  nine  to  seven,  and  it  has  not  ope- 
rated badly.  I think  you  might  allow  two  hours 
more  to  go  now. 

1092.  You  said  a while  ago,  as  regards  Satur- 
day closing,  you  would  only  knock  off  one  hour  ? 
— At  present,  in  consequence  of  the  habits  of  the 
people. 

1093.  You  would  go  gradually  and  slowly? 
—Yes. 

1094.  Therefore  a gradual  and  slow  alteration 
in  the  case  of  Sunday  would  be  from  seven 
to  six  ? — It  is  quite  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

1095.  I am  desirous  to  get  your  opinion  ?— I 
have  stated  my  opinion  : I say  keep  the  public- 
houses  open  from  two  to  five,  and  then  close 
them. 

1096.  You  would  at  one  blow  knock  off  two 
hours  of  the  privileges  of  the  people  ? — I would  ; 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald—  continued. 

I do  not  think  it  would  do  them  any  harm ; I 
think  from  two  to  five  on  a Sunday  is  quite  long 
enough  time  in  which  to  get  plenty  of  drink. 

1097.  You  have  in  one  respect,  in  favour  of 
the  licensed  trader,  modified  your  opinion  in  1877, 
and  you  said  that  that  modification  was  owing  to 
your  Ion”  er  experience  ; you  know  the  habits  of 
the  people  better  now  than  you  did  in  1877? — 
As  regards  marketing  on  Saturday  night. 

1098.  And  you  would  not  close  earlier  than 
10  on  Saturday  ? — Not  now  ; I do  not  think  you 
can  deal  with  the  habits  of  the  people  all  at 
once ; you  must  change  them  by  degrees. 

1099.  On  the  bona  fide  traveller  question  you 
have  very  little  more  to  say  than  that  the 
summonses  were  very  few,  and  the  convictions 
none  ? — Till  the  gentleman  in  Blackhorse-lane 
determined  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  and  he 
did  it  well. 

1100.  In  fact,  the  Phcenix  Park  case  was  the 
only  one  that  came  under  your  cognisance  where 
a just  conviction  could  be  given? — Yes,  there 
have  been  only  a few  cases  altogether ; I do  not 
think  the  bond  fide  traveller  question  is  a ques- 
tion to  trouble  about. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1101.  That  is,  as  regards  the  metropolitan 
area? — Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

1102.  And  consequently,  as  regards  the  bond 
fide  traveller  question,  so  far  as  Dublin,  or  the 
Dublin  metropolitan  district,  is  concerned,  no 
reform  whatever  is  needed  ? — I do  not  think  so  ; 
I think  three  hours  in  mid-day,  from  two  to  five, 
amply  sufficient  for  any  bond  fide  traveller  to  get 
refreshment. 

1 103.  In  that  respect  you  would  leave  things 
as  they  are  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  Agg-  Gardner. 

1104.  Did  I rightly  understand  you  to  suggest 
that  restaurants  and  hotels  should  be  closed  at 
five  on  Sundays? — I was  speaking  of  public- 
houses  only. 

Chairman. 

1105.  To  clear  up  that  question  : where  a 
restaurant  or  an  hotel  has  a publican’s  license, 
would  you  have  any  special  provision  made  for 
such  a case  ? — Every  hotel  must  have  a pub- 
lican’s license. 

1 106.  Do  you  suggest  that  the  keeper  of  an 
hotel,  holding  a publican’s  license,  should  only 
be  allowed  to  keep  his  hotel  open  between  two 
and  five  on  Sundays  ? — I was  speaking  only  of 
the  ordinary  public-houses.  1 was  not  speaking 
of  hotels. 

1107.  W hat  would  you  suggest  as  a means  of 
dealing  with  a restaurant  or  an  hotel? — The 
magistrate  at  the  licensing  sessions  in  granting 
certificates  to  hotels  or  restaurants  might  make 
an  exemption  order ; that  could  easily  be  done. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

1108.  With  regard  to  the  90  per  cent,  whom 
you.  call  labourers,  are  they  men  who  do  odd 
jobs  ? — They  are  labourers,  as  distinguished  from 
artizans,  men  with  shovel  and  broom. 

6 4 1109.  Would 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

1 109.  Would  you  call  a bricklayer  a labourer  ? 
— No,  I would  not  call  a bricklayer  a common 
labourer,  he  is  a skilled  artizan  ; but  a man  who 
attends  upon  a bricklayer  I would  call  a labourer. 

1110.  Those  are  the  poorest  classes  of  the 
city  ?— Yes. 

1111.  Who  reside  in  the  most  wretched  part 
of  Dublin? — Yes. 

1112.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a hardship 
if  public-houses  were  closed  altogether  on  a 
Sunday  ? — I have  no  doubt  it  would  be  a hard- 
ship on  that  class  of  persons  who  are  accustomed 
to  take  their  drink  at  a public-house  on  Sunday. 

1113.  If  the  time  during  which  public-houses 
are  allowed  to  remain  open  were  reduced  by  two 
hours  you  think  that  would  meet  the  case,  that  is 
to  say,  if  they  were  open  from  two  to  five  in  the 
afternoon? — Yes,  we  are  speaking  now  of  Sunday. 

1114.  And  you  would  reduce  the  hour  on 
Saturday  night  to  10  o’clock? — Yes,  I would, 
with  the  view  of  ultimately  having  it  diminished 
to  nine  o’clock,  and  perhaps  still  further. 

1115.  With  respect  to  the  bond  fide  traveller 
question,  do  you  think  it  would  be  an  improve- 
ment if  the  radius  was  increased  from,  three  to 
seven  miles? — The  bond  Jide  traveller  question 
has  arisen  so  vei-y  seldom  before  me  that  I have 
formed  no  strong  opinion  about  it  one  way  or 
the  other. 

1116.  Have  you  had  cases  before  you  of 
adulteration  of  spirits? — Yes;  that  is  another 
branch  of  our  jurisdiction  altogether,  but  very 
few  cases  of  adulteration  of  spirits  have  come 
before  me. 

1117.  Have  you  had  cases  of  sale  of  liquor  at 
clubs  brought  before  you  ? — No. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

1118.  You  spoke  of  the  probability  of  a de- 
velopment of  illicit  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  if 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  was  put  into  full  opera- 
tion ; that  is  to  say,  if  public-houses  were  closed  al- 
together on  Sunday,  do  you  think  it  at  all  possible 
that  illicit  traffic  in  drink  could  be  carried  on  in 
the  wholesale  way  in  which  drinking  is  now 
carried  on  in  the  public-houses ; you  gave,  as 
an  illustration,  a case  where  200  people  entered 
the  pnblic-house  and  obtained  drink  in  one  hour? 
— That  was  a bond  Jide  traveller  case ; illicit 
trade  in  drink  could  not  be  carried  on  in  that 
fashion. 

1119.  It  must  necessarily  be  carried  on  in  a 
comparatively  small  way? — Yes,  it  depends  upon 
what  you  call  a comparatively  small  way.  I 
will  give  you  one  instance  where  a sergeant 
prosecuted  a woman  for  carrying  on  an  illicit 
trade  in  drink ; the  husband,  I believe,  was  in 
prison  for  a similar  offence,  and  the  wife  carried 
on  the  trade.  The  sergeant  managed  to  get  in  at 
two  in  the  morning,  and  in  two  rooms  he  found 
54  men  and  prostitutes,  all  under  the  influence 
of  drink. 

1120.  It  would  be  impossible  for  that  sort  of 
trade  to  be  carried  on  for  any  considerable  length 
of  time  -without  the  police  becoming  acquainted 
with  it? — It  would  not  be  carried  on  in  the  same 
house. 

1121-  The  police  would  probably  find  it  out  if 
the  same  trade  -was  carried  on  in  another  house  ? 
— 1 would  rather  you  would  ask  Mr.  Harrel  that 
question. 


Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

1122.  He  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that  illicit 
trading  would  be  likely  to  be  developed  by  the 
closing  of  public-houses  ? — That  naturally  follows. 

1123.  You  said  that  you  were  very  much  opposed 
to  very  sudden  changes;  that  you  were  disposed  to 
close  the  public-houses  on  Saturday  nights  one  hour 
earlier  at  once,  and  then,  after  a time,  two  hours 
earlier ; and  on  Sunday  you  would  close  the 
public-houses  two  hours  earlier  at  once.  Do  you 
think  it  would  be  a practicable  thing,  in  order 
not  to  make  too  sudden  a change,  to  embody,  in 
any  Act  of  Parliament  dealing  with  the  matter, 
a provision  that  public-houses  should  close  now 
at  once  at  five  o’clock  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and 
then  at  the  end  of,  say,  three  years,  that  they 
should  close  at  four  o’clock ; and,  at  the  end  of 
three  years  more,  at  three  o’clock ; and,  at  the 
end  of  three  years  more,  that  they  should  close 
altogether? — I do  not  think  that  comes  properly 
within  the  scope  of  my  judgment  I would  rather 
not  offer  an  opinion  about  that.  With  regard  to 
closing  on  Saturday  nights  you  would  have  to 
shorten  the  hours  very  gradually ; you  are  there 
dealing  with  the  habits  of  the  people ; you 
cannot  change  the  habits  of  thousands  of  people 
all  at  once ; you  might  do  it  at  intervals  of  eight 
or  10  years,  perhaps. 

1124.  Suppose  you  said  at  the  end  of  each 
three  years  you  would  reduce  the  time  one  hour, 
you  would  be  getting  into  a new  generation  to  a 
large  extent  at  the  end  of  the  period.  It  is  as 
well  to  avoid  passing  these  Acts  of  Parliament 
continually  ? — It  would  be  for  Parliament  to  put 
it  in  that  form  if  they  pleased. 

1125.  With  regard  to  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes,  you  said  that  in  your  opinion 
a great  cause  of  drunkenness  was  that  the  poor 
people  were  so  badly  housed ; might  not  you  put 
it  in  the  other  way,  might  not  one  say  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  working  classes  are 
badly  housed  because  they  spend  their  money  in 
drink  ? — There  is  action  and  reaction,  no  doubt, 
in  most  things,  and  in  that  too;  but  the  class  I 
refer  to  as  labourers  have  no  choice  but  to  live 
in  those  houses  that  they  have  to  live  in,  in  the 
present  condition  that  Dublin  is  in;  and  living  in 
them  as  they  do,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  them 
to  raise  themselves  above  their  condition. 

1126.  You  said  that  there  would  be  families  in 
those  houses  consisting*  of  the  father  and  mother, 
and  male  and  female  children,  pei’haps  some  of 
them  grown  up,  in  which  case  they  would  be 
earning  some  wages ; in  that  case  would  not.  the 
aggregate  amount  of  income  of  the  family  be 
such  as  to  enable  them  to  provide  themselves 
with  better  accommodation  ? — Probably  it  would. 

1127.  You  pointed  out  that  sometimes  the 
father,  the  mother,  and  a grown-up  family,  lived 
in  a single  room? — Yes. 

1128.  These  grown-up  young  people  usually 
earn  some  wages ; the  united  income  of  the 
family  would  amount  to  such  a sum  as  would 
enable  them  to  provide  themselves  with  better 
accommodation? — Yes,  if  they  were  all  indus- 
trious and  got  employment,  and  were  sober. 

Mr.  Tuitc. 

1129.  You  spoke  of  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  Sundays 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  you  said  that 

after 
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Mr.  Tuite — continued. 


after  1883  they  increased,  and  have  kept  on  in- 
creasing from  that  period  down  to  the  present 
time  ? — There  was  a perceptible  decrease,  but 
nothing  remarkable,  the  year  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act;  then  there  wns  a further  diminution  the' 
year  following  again;  but  the  lowest  figures 
were  during  the  three  years  of  political  excite- 
ment. 

1130.  Would  not  the  better  time  to  test  the 
working  of  the  Act  be  the  period  from  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act  down  to  1883  than  from  1883  to 
the  present  time  ?— Why  not  test  it  from  1883- to 
the  present  time  ? 

1131.  When  the  people  are  badly  fed,  as  they 
must  have  been  during  the  great  depression  in 
trade,  do  not  you  think  that  induces  a desire  for  ’ 
drink? — I cannot  say  that. 

1 132.  You  spoke  of  late  marketing  in  Dublin.. 
Do  you  not  think  that  late  marketing  arises  from; 
the  fact  that  the  public-houses  are  kept  open  and 
that  the  people  defer  doing  their  marketing  be- 
cause the  public-houses  are  open  ? — I cannot  say 
what  the  origin  of  it  was.  Late  marketing  has 
been  the  custom  from  a very  remote  period,  as 
long  as  I remember  Dublin.  It  certainly  is  an 
established  thing  in  Dublin  that  the  common 
markets  for  the  poor  people  are  kept  open  ex- 
ceedingly late  on  Saturday  nights  ; how  it  arose, 
whether  from  the  public- houses  being  open,  or 
whether  the  public-houses  were  kept  open  on 
account  of  the  late  marketing,  I cannot  say,  but 
the  fact  is  so.  The  shops  of  bakers  and  butchers 
and  all  the  little  traders  are  all  open  very  late. 
You  will  see  the  glare  of  light  up  to  12  at  night. 
It  is  all  very  well  in  summer,  but  in  winter,,  if 
the  poor  are  out  between  9 and  11  or  12  it  would 
be  very  hard  to  say  that  you  should  shut  up  the 
public-houses  at  8 or  9 o’clock  and  deprive  them 
of  refreshments  at  all  during  those  hours.  I 
wbuld  deal  with  the  thing  by  degrees. 


1133.  What  fines  do  you  inflict  for  the  first 
offence  when  a publican  is  found  selling  drink 
during  prohibited  hours;  what  is  the  first  fine  ? 
— It  depends  on  the  view  the  magistrate  takes  of 
the  case.  He  may  impose  a fine  of  10  s.  or  a 
fine  of  5 l. ; he  may  not  endorse  it  on  his  licence. 
A publican  would  rather  that  you  fined  him  5 l. 
and  did  not  endorse  it,  than  that  you  should  fine 
him  10s.  and  endorse  it.  Endorsement  is  far  more 
serious  than  a fine  ; three  endorsements  work  a 
forfeiture. 


1134.  For  simply  being  found  selling  drink  in 
prohibited  hours,  what  is  the  fine  in  the  first 
case  ?—  I fine  a couple  of  pounds,  or  four  or  five 
pounds,  according  to  the  number  of  peeple 
found  in  the  house  after  closing  hours ; each 
case  must  depend  on  the  circumstances ; if  there 
was  only,  one  person  remaining,  and  it  appeared 
that  the  publican  found  a difficulty  in  getting 
him  out  of  the  house,  and  did  his  best  to  remove 
him  ; in  that  case  the  magistrate  takes  a lenient 
view.  You  cannot  lay  down  a general  rule;  you 
can  only  judge  of  each  case  as  it  comes  before 
you. 


1135.  You  spoke  of  shebeens;  if  the  public- 
houses  in  Dublin  were  open  on  Sunday  from 
nine  to  nine,  you  would  still  have  shebeens 
during  the  remaining  12  hours? — When  that 
state  of  things  arises  I shall  be  able  to  give  an 
0.67. 
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Mr.  Tuite — continued. 

opinion  about  it,  but  at  present  I cannot.  I 
cannot  say  what  would  happen  under  a parti- 
cular state  of  things. 

Mr.  Johnston. 

1136.  With  regard  to  these  wretched  tene- 
ments inhabited  by  the  poorer  class  of  people,  do 
you  know  whether  any  total  abstainers  are 
iiving  in  them  ? — I do  not. 


Mr.  JRowntree. 

1137.  With  regard  to  the  number  of  those 
cases  of  drunkenness  arising  amongst  the  labour- 
ing classes,  have  you  formed  any  opinion  whether 
there  is  an  increase  of  drinking  corresponding  to 
the  poverty  of  the  people;  would  you  say  that 
drinking  rises  and  falls  with  the  poverty  or 
otherwise  of  the  people  ? — No,  I would  not  say 
that  it  did. 

1138.  You  would  not  express  any  opinion 
upon  that  as  being  the  cause  of  drunkenness? — 
No. 

1139.  We  have  been  already  told  that  there- 
are  not  many  cases  of  prosecutions  for  serving 
drink  to  drunken  persons  on  Sunday  ? — Yes  ; 
there  have  been  several  cases  of  that  sort,  and 
there  is  a great  difficulty  about  that.  The 
statute  provides  that  if  a publican  gives  drink  to 
a drunken  person,  or  allows  drunkenness,  he  is 
liable  to  be  fined,  and  to  have  his  licence  en- 
dorsed ; then  what  he  may  allege  and  prove  by 
his  attendants  is  that  this  fellow  got  no  drink  at 
all,  and  that  he  got  up  a disorder ; the  police- 
will  go  in  and  find  the  drunken  man  there,  and' 
the  people  inside  will  deny  that  he  got  drink 
there,  and  therefore  that  publican  cannot  be 
fined. 

1140.  Would  you  suggest  that  any  alteration  in 
the  law  bearing  upon  that  should  be  made  ? — I 
do  not  see  what  alteration  could  be  made ; the 
police  have  a mode  of  detecting  it  where  they 
believe  it  prevails  ; that  is,  a policeman  in  private 
clothes  will  go  in  and  get  a glass  of  ale,  and  see 
whether  the  publican  and  his  attendants  give 
drink  to  drunken  people ; the  police  can  do 
that  any  day.  I do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
any  change  in  the  law  in  that  respect ; there  is 
a strict  prohibition  on  the  publican  not  to  allow 
drunkenness  on  his  premises  or  to  supply  drink  to 
a drunken  person. 

1141.  I will  ask  you  whether,  in  your  opinion,, 
there  would  be  any  unfairness  in  throwing  the  onus 
of  proof  on  to  the  owner  of  the  premises  on  which 
a drunken  person  was  found  in  a state  of  intoxi- 
cation ? —The  onus  of  proof  is  thrown  upon  him. 
From  the  fact  of  the  drunken  man  being  there 
the  magistrate  will  assume,  and  properly  assume, 
that  he  got  the  drink  that  made  him  drunk  there; 
the  onus  is  upon  the  publican  to  disprove  it ; he 
will  disprove  it  by  producing  his  attendants  if  it 
be  the  truth  that  the  man  came  in  drunk  and 
knocked  up  a row.  That  constantly  occurs. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1142.  Will  you  look  at  Paper  No.  1,  handed  in 
by  Mr.  Harrel,  showing  the  number  of  Sunday 
arrests;  take  the  three  years  1876,  1877,  and 
1878,  those  were  the  three  years  immediately 

H before 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
before  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  came  into  opera- 
tion?— Yes. 

1143.  The  figures  are  1,587, 1,558,  and  1,820? 
— Ye3. 

1144.  Then  take  the  last  three  years,  1885, 
1886,  and  1887;  the  figures  are  1,02*2,  1,146,  and 
1,285  ; now,  even  with  the  gradual  creeping  up, 
we  have  not  got  nearly  to  the  numbers  prior  to 
the  passing  of  the  Act? — No;  in  10  years’  time 
it  will  be  interesting  to  know  what  it  will  be 
then. 

1145.  No  one  knows  better  than  yourself  what 
lias  been  done  in  regard  to  the  suppression  of 
beerhouses,  spirit-grocers,  and  the  lower  class  of 
public-houses  during  the  last  15  years  in  Dublin? 
— I have  had  some  experience. 

1146.  You  will  admit  that  a great  deal  has 
been  done  in  that  direction? — Yes. 

1147.  And  would  you  not  be  inclined  to  say 
that  the  suppression  of  those  bad  beerhouses  in 
large  numbers,  the  suppression  of  spirit-grocers 
who  habitually  violated  the  law,  and  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  lower  class  of  public-houses  which  did 
the  same,  has  had  some  effect  upon  the  arrests 
for  drunkenness  ? — Certainly. 

1148.  Coming  to  the  question  of  illicit  sale, 
you  have  handed  in  a Return  for  the  Northern 
"Division  of  Dublin;  taking  the  years  1876, 1877, 
and  1878  as  the  three  years  preceding  the  Act, 
I find  the  Sunday  percentage  of  cases  of  illicit 
sale  to  be  34,  27,  and  30,  or  a total  of  91  per 
cent,  in  the  three  years? — Yes. 

1149.  I take  the  last  three  years,  1884,  1885, 
and  1886,  and  I find  the  per-centage  26,  29,  and 
24,  or  a total  of  79  per  cent.,  so  that  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  hours  for  the  sale  of  drink  on  Sunday, 
so  far  as  it  has  acted  at  all,  has  not  increased 
but  decreased  the  illicit  sale  on  Sundays? — 
Yes. 

1150.  The  next  thing  I want  to  put  before  you 
is  this  the  question  of  Saturday  night ; I do  not 
wish  to  tie  you  to  your  evidence  in  1877  ; you 
have  explained  your  change  of  views  with  regard 
to  that ; but,  apart  from  the  habits  of  the  people, 
and  your  anxiety  not  to  precipitate  change,  do 
you  think  we  might  aim  at  nine  o’clock  as  a 
suitable  hour  for  closing  on  Saturday  night  in 
Dublin  ; 1 mean  by-and  bye? — By-and-bye,  cer- 
tainly. 

1151.  If  an  Act  were  passed  in  which  10 
o’clock  was  named  as  the  hour  of  closing  for 
three  years,  to  be  succeeded  by  nine  o’clock  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  do  you  think  that  would 
produce  any  serious  inconvenience  ? — I think  it 
would  be  a very  good  thing  to  say  that  the 
public-houses  shall  be  closed  now  at  10  o’clock, 
and  then  to  give  fair  warning  that  at  the  end  of 
a certain  period  they  will  be  closed  at  an  earlier 
hour.  I would  not  say  three  years ; perhaps  that 
would  be  too  short  a period. 

1152.  With  regard  to  working  men’s  houses, 
the  honourable  Member  for  Sligo  asked  you 
whether  you  did  not  think  that  the  working  man 
who  sat  in  his  house,  with  his  pipe  and  his  mug 
of  beer,  wa9  not  a great  deal  more  likely  to  be  a 
sober  man  than  otherwise,  and  you  answered  that 
in  the  affirmative? — 1 said  possibly  he  might  be. 

1153.  You  do  not  believe  that  this  mug  of 
beer  consumed  at  home  is  a demoralising  agent? 
— 1 do  not  consider  it  a demoralising  agent. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

1154.  You  gave  it  as  your  opinion  that  people 
who  drink  intemperately  would  go  on  drinking  ; 
no  matter  what  the  hours  were,  they  would  get 
drink  somehow  ? — Yes,  if  they  had  money  to  pay 
for  it. 

1155.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  you  think  that 
the  closing  early  would  probably  save  a great 
many  people  from  becoming  intemperate  drinkers? 
— I should  suppose  so. 

1156.  Now,  coming  to  the  matter  cf  drinking 
at  hotels  and  restaurants  in  Ireland,  every  hotel- 
keeper  and  every  keeper  of  a restaurant  has  an 
ordinary  publican’s  license  ? — Yes 

1157.  And,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  hotels  and 
restaurants  are  on  precisely  the  same  footing  as 
public-houses? — Yes. 

1158.  At  the  present  time,  when  the  hour  of 
closing  for  public-houses  is  seven  o’clock  on 
Sunday,  that  does  not  interfere  in  the  slightest 
degree  with  the  business  of  any  bond  Ji.de  hotel  ? 
— I should  say  not. 

1159.  You  never  had  a case  of  any  hotel- 
keeper  being  summoned  in  Dublin  for  doing  his 
legitimate  business  as  an  hotel-keeper  after  the 
hour  of  closing? — Not  for  carrying  on  his  legiti- 
mate business,  but  I have  known  an  hotel-keeper 
summoned  for  carrying  on  an  illegitimate  busi 
ness. 

1160.  The  ordinary  hotel  business  I under- 
stand to  be  the  supply  of  drink  to  guests  living 
in  the  house? — Yes. 

1161.  That  is  not  interfered  with  by  any  law? 
—No. 

1162.  But  what  is  interfered  with  is  this:  if 
an  hotel-keeper,  instead  of  confining  himself  to 
that  trade  opens  his  bar  because  the  public  are 
shut  out  from  ordinary  public-houses,  that  would 
be  interfered  with  ? — Yes,  if  he  supplies  drink  in 
the  coffee-room  after  closing  hours  to  any  one 
not  sleeping  in  the  house  ; that  violates  the  law. 

1163.  You  do  not  see  why  an  ordinary  public- 
house  should  be  closed  between  certain  hours, 
and  why  an  hotel-keeper  should  be  allowed  to 
supply  liquor  in  those  hours  to  anyone  not  slop- 
ping in  the  house  ? — No. 

1164.  The  same  remark  applies 'to  restaurant 
keepers  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

1165.  As  a matter  of  fact,  do  you  know  it  to 
be  the  practice  that  the  “ Ship,”  and  other  places 
of  that  kind  are  open  after  the  closing  hours  for 
the  supply  of  food  in  a bond  Jide  way?— I be- 
lieve they  are;  I never  was  in  them,  but  I believe 
they  ai-e. 

1166.  Coming  to  the  question  of  working 
men’s  houses,  would  you  say  generally  they  are 
in  a very  shocking  condition? — Yes. 

1167.  More  especially  those  inhabited  by  the 
labouring  class? — Yes,  the  poorer  classes. 

1168.  A good  deal  has  been  done  lately  in  the 
way  of  supplying  dwellings  of  a better  type  ? — 
Yes ; the  artizans’  dwellings  which  have  been 
built  in  some  parts  of  Dublin  have  been  of  infi- 
nite benefit. 

1169.  And  entirely  successful  ? — Yes,  entirely 
successful ; as  a commercial  speculation  they  are 
a fair  success. 

1170.  Reverting  to  a question  put  to  you  by 
the  honourable  Member  for  Cavan,  the  class  of 
labouring  men  who  inhabit  these  wretched  dwell- 
ings is  a class  who  very  commonly  appear  before 

you 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
you  charged  with  drunkenness  and  disorderly 
conduct  ? — Yes. 

1171.  Then  is  it  not  fair  to  reason,  looking  at 
the  way  in  which  this  class  of  population  fre- 
quent the  public-houses,  that  they  spend  as 
much  there  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  as  would 
pay  the  rent  of  good  houses  ? — I do  not  know  that. 

1172.  Let  me  put  it  in  this  way  : If  a labour- 
ing man  earning  12  s.  or  15  s.  or  18  s.  a week 
goes  into  a public-house  and  gets  drunk,  and 
comes  before  you  and  is  fined,  do  not  you  think 
that  between  the  publican  and  the  fine  the  rent 
of  a good  house  goes  ? — They  might  afford  to  pay 
a higher  rent,  of  course,  if  they  were  abstemious 
and  sober. 

1173.  Then  the  honourable  Member  for  Cavan 
was  right  in  saying  that  drinking  was,  to  a cer- 
tain extent,  a cause  of  the  bad  housing  as  much 
as  the  bad  housing  was  a cause  of  the  drinking  ? 
— I do  not  exactly  measure  the  proportion. 


Mr,  T.  W.  Russell — continued! 

1174.  They  act  and  re-act  upon  each  other? — 
No  doubt  they  act  and  re-act  upon  each  other. 

1175.  In  regard  to  the  bond  fide  traveller,  you 
only  speak  of  the  metropolitan  area  ? — Yes,  I do 
not  speak  of  anything  beyond  that. 

1176.  Do  you  think  that  the  rural  parts  of  the 
metropolitan  area  ought  to  be  subjected  to  the 
same  treatment  as  the  city  parts  ? — As  far  as  the 
metropolitan  district  goes,  I would  treat  all  parts 
of  it  on  an  equal  footing. 

1177.  Your  view  is  that  public-houses  in 
Dublin  might  fairly,  without  any  inconvenience, 
be  closed  at  five  o’clock  on  Sunday  ? — Without 
reasonable  inconvenience. 

1178.  And  on  Saturday  nights  you  would 
close  them  at  10  o’clock? — Yes. 

1179.  And  you  would  look  forward  to  the 
possible  closing  of  them  even  at  nine  o’clock  ? — 
Yes. 
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Thursday,  l9th.Apr.il  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

M r . . W illi am  J ohnston . 


Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Charles  Even  Allan  Cameron,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

1180.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  the  town  of 
Belfast? — I am  Town  Inspector  of  Belfast. 

1181.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? — 
Since  March  of  last  year. 

1182.  Where  were  you  stationed  before  that? 
— In  Limerick. 

1183.  How  long  were  you  in  Limerick? — 
Between  one  and  two  years. 

1184.  What  position  did  you  hold  there? — 

' That  of  county  inspector. 

1185.  Before  then  what  position  did  you  hold? 
— Before  that  I was  county  inspector  in  Ballina, 
in  the  north  riding  of  the  county  Mayo. 

1186.  For  how  many  years? — Not  long;  for 
a year  and  a half. 

1187.  With  regard  to  Belfast,  can  you  state 
approximately  the  area  of  the  district  of  Belfast? 
— It  is  a little  more  than  10£  square  miles  ; the 
acreage  would  be  6,805,  or  a little  more  than  10| 
square  miles. 

1188.  And  what  is  the  population? — The 
population  at  the  present  time  is  supposed  to  be 
233,000. 

1189.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the 
total  number  of  licensed  houses  in  Belfast how 
many  houses  are  there  holding  a publican’s 
license?— Six  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

1 1 90.  How  many  hold  a spirit  grocer’s  license  ? 
— One  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

1191.  How  many  holding  a beer  retailer’s 
license  are  in  the  number  of  spirit  grocers;  I 
presume  that  in  Belfast  some  of  the  spirit  grocers 
hold  a beer  retailer’s  license? — There  are  108 
also  holding  a beer  retailer’s  license. 

1192.  Of  the  154  spirit  grocers,  108  are  beer 
retailers  also? — Yes;  there  are  112  beer  retailers, 
including  the  108  who  hold  a spirit  grocer’s 
license. 

1193.  Then  there  are  only  four  beer  retailers 
who  do  not  hold  a spirit  grocer’s  license  ? — Yes. 

1194.  Are  there  any  refreshment  house  wine 
license  holders? — One. 

1195.  Of  the  676  publicans’  licenses,  how 
many  are  the  ordinary  seven-day  licenses,  how 


Chairman — continued. 

many  are  the  six-day  licenses,  and  how  many  are 
the  early  closing  licenses;  could  you  divide 
them  into  the  various  classes  ? — The  seven-day 
licenses  are  597 ; the  six-day  licenses  are  40 ; 
the  seven-day  and  early  closing  licenses,  one;  and 
the  six-day  and  early  closing,  38. 

1196.  Have  you  prepared  any  returns  of  the 
Sunday  arrests  for  drunkenness,  or  drunkenness 
combined  with  other  offences  ? — I have  prepared 
a good  many  returns ; I can  read  them  over,  and 
the  Committee  can  select  what  they  would  like 
to  have.  First  of  all,  I have  the  number  of 
licenses  of  all  kinds,  that  I have  given  you  ; 
then  I have  the  number  of  publicans,  &c. 
licensed  each  year  for  15  years ; that  is,  the 
number  in  existence  for  each  year  for  the  last 
]5  years  ; would  you  care  for  that? 

1197.  We  might  pass  that  by?— Then  I have 
the  prosecutions  of  spirit  grocers. 

1198.  For  what  class  of  offences? — It  is  the 
number  of  convictions  of  spirit  grocers  for  the 
years  1885,  1886,  and  1887,  for  violation  of 
the  licensing  laws. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

1199.  Are  they  offences  against  early  closing? 
— No,  they  would  be  shebeen  offences. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1200.  Are  not  these  offences  mainly  for  allow- 
ing drink  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises? — 
Yes,  they  are. 

1201.  For  the  entire  week  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

1202.  Are  they  for  infringements  of  the  law 
in  other  respects,  such  as  keeping  open  after 
hours  on  Sunday  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  included 
against  them;  the  return  would  include  every 
offence  against  the  licensing  laws  which  the 
spirit  grocers  can  commit. 

1203.  But 
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Mr.  Cameron. 


[ Continued. 


Mr..  T.  W.  Russell. 

1203.  But  are  :they  mainly  for  drink  being 
sold  on  the  premises? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

1204.  All  the  offences  would  be  lumped 
together ; have  you  no  means  of  distinguishing 
them  ? — I could  have  them  distinguished. 

1205.  It  is  not  of  much  value,  I think? — 
Then  I have  a return  showing  the  valuation  of 
licensed  premises,  if  the  Committee  would  re- 
quire it. 

1206.  No,  I think  not? — Then  I have  a return 
here  of  shebeens  known,  and  of  shebeens  sus- 
pected. 

1207.  That  is  an  important  return ; would 
you  state  the  number  of  shebeens? — There 
are  53  shebeens  known  to  the  police  at  the  present 
time,  and  there  are  61  suspected  shebeens, 
making  a total  of  known  and  suspected  of  114. 

1208.  Have  you  with  you  at  present,  or  have 
you  accessible,  means  of  comparing  that  with  the 
number  of  shebeens  known  or  suspected  in  the 
year  1877  ; I take  that  date  as  being  before  the 
passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act? — I have 
the  shebeens  convicted  for  15  years  past. 

1209.  That,  I think,  would  be  valuable? — I 
will  come  to  that  presently.  Then  I have  the 
arrests. for  drunkenness  for  the  past  four  months, 
for  each  hour  of  the  day  and  each  day  of  the 
week. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

1210.  "We  do  not  want  it  for  every  day  in  the 
week  ; we  only  wont  it  for  the  Sunday  ? — It  will 
include  that. 

Chairman. 

1211.  Before  you  go  through  the  returns  in 
detail,  the  return  which  we  are  getting  from  the 
whole  of  Ireland,  and  which  we  have  got  from 
Dublin,  is  a return  of  the  number  of  arrests  for 
drunkenness,  or  for  drunkenness  combined  with 
any  other  offence ; an  annual  Sunday  return, 
going  back  for  five  years  before  the  passing  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act;  have  you  that  infor- 
mation in  any  shape  or  form  ? — I have  a return  of 
the  arrests  on  Sunday  for  14  years ; that  is,  five 
years  before  and  nine  years  after  the  passing  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act;  I would  have  come  to 
that  in  the  very  next  return. 

1212.  That  is  it.  Will  you  take  that  return 
and  give  us  the  result  of  it? — This  is  a return  of 
the  arrests  on  Sunday  for  14  years  ; that  is,  five 
years  before  and  nine  years  after  the  passing  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act.  I have  it  divided  into 
the  number  of  persons  arrested  and  the  number 
of  persons  summoned  in  each  year,  with  the 
result. 

1213.  Will  you  state  the  result  of  that  return  ? 
— The  result  of  this  return  is,  that  in  1874  there 
were  396  persons  who  came  under  the  observation 
of  the  police ; of  these,  there  were  383  arrests 
and  13  summonses.  If  you  wish  me  to  confine  it 
to  the  persons  arrested  I can  do  so  and  leave  out 
the  convictions. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1214.  You  should  include  the  summonses  in 
the  arrests;  they  are  tantamount  to  arrests? — 
They  are. 
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Mr.  T.  W.. Russell— continued. 

1215.  Then  let  us  have  them  both,  but  not  in 
three  columns  ? — I can  give  you  that, 

Chairman. 

1216.  The  two  figures  that  we  want  are  arrests, 
including  summonses  and  convictions? — In  1874 
there  were  396  arrests  and  353  convictions. 

1217.  In  1875  what  was  the  number?—' The 
number  of  arrests  was  438. 

1218.  And  the  number  of  convictions  ? — Three 
hundred  and  eighty-two. 

1219.  And  in  1876  what  was  the  number? — 
Four  hundred  and  twenty-five  arrests  and  347 
convictions. 

1220.  Then  take  1877? — There  were  481 
arrests  and  341  convictions. 

1221.  Are  cautions  included  in  the  convic- 
tions?— No,  I do  not  think  they  would  be 
included. 

1222.  It  is  in  evidence  that  in  the  Dublin 
return  they  are  included?  — It  may  be  so;  I 
cannot  just  at  this  moment  say  whether  they  are 
or  not. 

1223.  What  was  the  number  in  1878  ? — In 
1878  you  have  502  arrests  and  368  convictions. 
In  the  next  year  you  have  507  arrests  and  334 
convictions. 

1224.  Then  take  1880  ? — In  1880  you  have  487 
arrests  and  345  convictions. 

1225.  Then  1881  ? — You  have  532  arrests  and 
398  convictions. 

1226.  What  are  the  numbers  in  1882  ? — In 
1882  you  have  512  arrests  and  436  convictions. 
In  the  next  year  you  have  454  arrests  against 
414  convicted. 

1227.  Then  in  1884? — In  1884  you  have  322 
arrests  and  303  convictions. 

1228.  Then  coming  to  1885  ? — In  1885  you 
have  419  arrests  against  416  convictions. 

1229.  Now  take  1886  ? — In  1886  you  have  391 
arrests  and  385  convictions. 

1230.  In  1887? — In  1887  you  have  450  arrests 
and  440  convictions. 

1231.  Those  are  from  eight  in  the  morning  on 
Sunday,  are  they  not ; will  you  state  the  time  ? — 
This  is  “ a return  showing  the  number  of  persons 
arrested  and  summoned  for  drunkenness,  or  for 
drunkenness  combined  with  any  other  offence,  on 
Sundays,  for  the  undermentioned  years,”  the 
arrests  given  being  from  eight  a m.  on  Sundays 
to  eight  a.m.  on  Mondays. 

1232.  You  said  that  you  had  prepared  several 
returns ; are  there  any  others  which  you  wish  to 
lay  before  us  ? — I have  a return  here  of  the 
persons  found  on  licensed  pi-emises  during  closing 
hours  for  10  years,  first  on  Sundays,  and,  secondly, 
on  week-days. 

1233.  I do  not  think  we  need  that;  what  else 
have  you  ? — Then  I have  the  number  of  pub- 
licans convicted  on  Sundays  and  week-days  for 
10  years. 

1234.  Convicted  for  offences  on  Sundays,  do 
you  mean? — Yes;  the  last  return  on  the  subject 
was  of  arrests  for  drunkenness ; this  is  the  num- 
ber of  publicans  convicted. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

1235.  For  breaches  of  the  law? — Yes,  for 
Sunday  breaches  of  the  law. 

1236.  What  would  they  consist  of ; houses 
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Mr.  Cameron. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
being  open  after  hours  and  people  being  drunk  on 
the  premises? — Selling  drink  duringclosing  hours. 

1237.  Before  or  after  closing  hours? — Either 
before  or  after  opening  hours. 

Chairman. 

1238.  Will  you  read  the  heading  of  the  return, 
if  you  please  ? — It  is  a “ Return  of  the?  number 
of  publicans  convicted  for  breaches  of  the  licens- 
ing laws  on  Sundays  and  week-days  respec- 
tively, during  the  10  years  ending  31st  December 
1887.” 

1239.  Will  you  give  that  return  to  the  honour- 
able Member  (or  Sligo  ? — I will  mark  it  as  a 
return  to  be  handed  in.  I have  a similar  return 
on  the  same  paper,  another  table  as  regards 
spirit  grocers  and  beer  retailers  ; the  three  come 
together;  that  is  to  say,  the  publicans,  spirit 
grocers,  and  beer  retailers,  showing  the  number 
of  convictions  in  each  of  those  cases  for  the 
Sundays  and  week-days  respectively,  for  the  10 
years  ended  31st  December  last. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

1240.  Will  you  just  give  me  an  idea  of  the 
number  for  one  year  ? — What  year  will  you  have  ? 

1241.  Take  the  publicans  in  any  year? — In 
1878,  in  the  case  of  publicans  on  Sundays,  there 
were  20  convictions,  and  on  week-days  there 
were  nine.  That  would  be  the  number  for  one 
year.  In  the  last  year,  on  Sundays,  there  were 
43,  and  on  week-days  there  were  22.  That  is  a 
sample  of  them. 

Chairman. 

1242.  Have  you  prepared  any  other  returns  ? 
— I have  the  number  of  shebeens  convicted  for 
15  years. 

1243.  You  have  given  us  the  number  of  she- 
beens known  to  the  police  and  the  number  sus- 
pected : is  this  a different  return  ? — Yes  ; this  is 
the  actual  number  of  shebeens  convicted  for  15 
years  past. 

1244.  Could  you  not  add  that  in  some  vray  to 
the  former  return  ? — 1 could  pin  them  together. 

1245.  And  tabulate  them  '/ — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1246.  Do  you  distinguish  Sunday  shcbeening 
from  week-day  shebcening,  as  we  have  had  it  done 
in  the  case  of  Dublin  ? — No,  I think  not. 

Chairman. 

1247.  What  is  your  return,  as  a matter  of  fact; 
is  it  a gross  return  ; does  the  return  distinguish 
Sunday  shebeening  from  week-day  shebeening  ? 
— No,  it  does  not. 

Mi-.  Tomiinsoji. 

1248.  I am  not  so  familiar  with  Irish  offences 
as  Irishmen  are  ; how  is  the  offence  of  shebeening 
defined? — A shebeen  house  is  a house  for  which 
the  owner  or  occupier  has  no  license  whatsoever 
of  any  kind,  and  in  which  he  sells  without  any 
authority  whatsoever. 

Chairman. 

1249.  Can  you  give  us  any  figures  which 
would  enable  us  to  compare  the  Sunday  shebeen- 
ing in  Belfast? — I do  not  think  I could  at  this 
moment ; but  I can  get  them  for  you.  I think  I 
can  have  them  got  without  much  trouble. 


[ Continued. 


Chairman — continued. 

1250.  That  will  be  better ; will  you  send  us  a 
return  to  that  effect? — Certainly. 

1251.  You  have  given  us  the  Sunday  arrests 
for  15  years;  have  you  got  the  week-day  arrests  ? 
— I have  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  each  day 
of  the  week  for  14  years. 

Mr.  T.  IF.  Russell. 

1252.  We  ought  to  have  the  totals,  for  the  six 
days  ? — The  figures  for  arrest  that  I have  here 
are,  first,  the  arrests  on  Sundays  for  14  years. 

Chairman. 

1253.  Yes,  you  have  given  us  those  ? — Then 
I have  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  each  day 
for  14  years,  and  then  the  arrests  for  drunkenness 
for  four  months,  distinguishing  the  days  and  hours. 

1254.  The  last  of  those  returns  we  do  not  con- 
sider material.  The  other  return,  I suggest,  sub- 
ject to  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  might  be 
lumped  together  for  the  rest  of  the  week.  Will 
you  take  the  six  days  together,  and  recast  it  in 
that  form  for  us? — I will. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1255.  But  you  will  hand  it  in  as  it  is  ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

1256.  Have  you  prepared  any  other  returns? 
—That  is  all. 

1257.  You  will  recast  the  return  so  as  to  give 
us  the  total  arrests  for  the  six  days  in  the  week  ; 
you  have  given  us  the  Sunday  arrests  ? — Yes. 

1258.  Then  you  will  recast  the  return,  lump- 
ing together  the  week-day  arrests  for  the  whole 
period  of  14  years  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

1259.  The  way  you  have  them  prepared  at 
present  is  for  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday, is  it  not? — No; 
I have  the  arrests  on  Sundays  for  14  years;  and 
I have  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  each  day  for 
14  years ; that  is,  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday;  and  you  wish 
those  two  to  be  lumped  together. 

Chairman. 

1260.  Not  the  two  returns.  We  wish  to  have 
two  returns.  One  you  have  given  quite  right, 
from  8 a.m.  on  Sunday  to  8 a.m.  on  Monday. 
We  want  the  other  return  to  deal  with  the  rest 
of  the  week  ! — Yes;  in  fact,  the  return  I first 
mentioned  would  be  correct  by  extracting  Sun 
days  from  it. 

1261.  Exactly  ? — I will  do  that. 

1262.  What  is  your  own  opinion,  from  your  own 
knowledge  of  Belfast,  as  to  the  desirability  of  ex- 
tending the  Sunday  Closing  Act  of  1878  to  Bel- 
fast?— I think  it  would  be  desirable;  that  is  my 
opinion. 

1263.  On  what  grounds  have  you  formed  that 
opinion  ? — There  are  a great  many  considerations. 
The  first  ground  that  1 would  give  for  it  would 
be  that  I consider  Sunday  opening  unnecessary. 
Then  I would  say  that  it  is  injurious ; then  I 
■would  say  that  it  is  distasteful  to  the  majority  of 
the  community. 

1264.  Are  those  the  principal  reasons?— Yes. 

1265.  Taking  them,  then,  a little  more  in  de- 
tail, you  say  that  it  is  unnecessary  ; am  I to  un- 
derstand 
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Chairman — continued. 

derstand  from  that  that  you  do  not  consider  that 
any  serious  inconvenience  would  !>e  caused  by 
the  closing1  on  Sundays  of  public-  houses  ? — Yes;  I 
consider  that  it  is  unnecessary,  because  drink  for 
home  consumption  on  Sundays  can  be  had  on 
Saturday,  the  same  as  any  other  commodity. 

1266.  Then  you  say  that  it  is  injurious;  what 
do  you  mean  by  that ; do  you  think  that  it  con- 
tributes to  drunkenness  and  excessive  drinking? 
— I think  it  injurious  on  account  of  the  amount 
of  Sunday  drunkenness  in  Belfast.  The  number 
of  persons  shown  in  the  returns  as  having  been 
arrested  form  in  fact,  no  clue  to  the  amount  of 
drunkenness  which  exists. 

1267.  Is  that  so? - Yes;  the  numbers  are 
perfectly  valueless  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  amount  of  drunkenness.  No  returns  of  cases 
of  drunkenness  dealt  with  by  policemen  could 
possibly  give  you  the  amount  of  drunkenness 
which  there  is  in  Belfast. 

1268.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  return  gives 
no  clue  to  the  amount  of  cases  of  drunkenness 
in  the  streets.  Do  the  police  arrest  the  greater 
number  of  those  are  actually  drunk  in  the 
streets? — It  would  be  included;  the  return 
would  not  give  a clue  to  the  drunkenness  in  the 
streets  or  elsewhere,  inasmuch  as  the  police 
do  not  interfere  with  people  who  go  home  quietly 
with  their  friends,  even  though  they  are  drunk. 

1269.  Is  it  your  evidence  that  there  is  a con- 
siderable amount  of  Sunday  drunkenness  in 
Belfast? — Yes,  a very  great  amount  of  it;  and, 
to  show  why  I think  it  is  injurious,  the  conse- 
quences of  this  Sunday  drunkenness,  setting  aside 
the  immorality  of  it,  are,  great  loss  to  trade  on 
account  of  people  remaining  away  from  their 
work  on  Monday  who  otherwise  would  be  there ; 
numbers  of  sober  people  also,  in  consequence  of 
these  drunken  men,  being  obliged  to  lose  their 
employment  on  Monday  morning  because,  being 
in  gangs,  the  drunken  men  being  out  the  sober 
man  is  thrown  out,  and  that  is  looked  upon  as  a 
desperate  hardship. 

1270.  What  class  of  people  are  you  referring 
to  ? — Principally  shipwrights. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 

1271.  As  to  the  drunken  men  keeping  sober 
men  from  their  work,  you  mean  that  if  a mason  is 
at  work  with  a labourer,  if  the  labourer  is  there, 
but  the  mason  is  away  drunk,  the  labourer  can- 
not work? — Yes;  1 am  referring  principally 
to  gangs  of  40  or  50  men  working,  say,  as 
rivetters  in  Iiarland  and  Wolff’s  yard;  if  four 
or  five  rivetters  are  absent  through  drunkenness, 
the  whole  of  the  gang  is  out  of  work  on  that 
account,  though  the  remainder  may  be  sober. 

Chairman. 

1272.  Is  that  system  of  working  in  gangs 
which  you  describe  one  that  prevails  to  a con- 
siderable extent  in  Belfast? — It  is  one  that  pre- 
vails in  shipbuilding  yards;  there  it  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

1273.  Is  shipbuilding  a considerable  branch 
of  the  trade  of  Belfast? — It  is  the  most  im- 
portant, I should  say ; I do  not  know  whether 
that  or  the  linen  trade  is  the  more  important. 

1274.  Has  it  come  to  your  knowledge  that 
the  gangs  have,  in  that  way,  been  stopped  often  ? 

0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

— That  has  been  stated  to  me  on  more  than  one 
occasion. 

1275.  Does  that  conclude  your  explanation  o 
the  injurious  effects  of  Sunday  drinking  ? — Yes, 
I think  it  would.  Of  course  a great  deal  more 
might  be  said  with  regard  to  that. 

1276.  Hut  those  are  the  main  reasons? — Yes. 

1277*  You  stated  that  the  opening  of  public- 

houses  on  Sunday  was  distasteful  to  the  majority 
of  the  community;  upon  what  grounds  do  you 
form  that  opinion ; have  there  been  any  public 
meetings  or  indications  of  public  opinion  to  which 
you  could  refer? — I attended  one  meeting,  on 
the  26th  of  March  last,  in  St.  George’s  Hall,  ac- 
companied by  one  of  my  officers,  Mr.  Davis,  who 
is  here.  There  were  1,000  persons,  as  near  as  we 
could  judge,  present.  They  were  all  of  the 
working  class  ; the  speakers  and  chairman  were 
all  of  the  same  class.  There  was  perfect  unani- 
mity in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing. 

1278.  How  was  that  meeting  convened? — By 
placard. 

1279.  Under  whose  auspices? — A body  of 
working  men. 

1280.  Do  you  consider  that  that  was  a fairly 
representative  meeting  ? — I think  it  was  a 
fairly  representative  meeting  of  the  working 
classes ; it  included  cabinet-makers  and  artizans, 
and  ship  workmen  of  all  kinds. 

1281.  Taking  the  various  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, commencing  with  the  clergy  of  all  deno- 
minations, are  you  aware  what  their  feelings  are 
on  the  subject? — I am  aware  that  the  Protestant 
clergy,  amongst  whom  I include  the  Presby- 
terians and  other  classes,  are,  to  a man,  I believe, 
for  Sunday  closing.  Speaking  for  the  Homan 
Catholic  clergy,  judging  by  some  of  them  to 
whom  I have  spoken,  and  the  bishop  to  whom  I 
spoke  ( Dr.  M‘  Allister),  their  idea  is  that  the  Sun- 
day hours  should  be  shortened ; that  is,  that  the 
opening  hours  should  be  shortened  by  two  hours 
on  Sunday,  and  by  two  hours  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

1282.  You  mean  that  they  should  close  two 
hours  earlier  on  Saturday  night  ? — Y es. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1283.  Using  the  word  Protestant  in  its  general 
sense,  as  embracing  all  the  Protestant  clergy,  I 
believe  they  are  lax-gely  in  the  majority  in 
Belfast? — Yes,  they  are. 

Chairman. 

1284.  Are  you  aware  of  any  indications  of 
public  opinion  on  the  other  side,  that  is  to  say, 
against  Sunday  closing,  in  the  nature  of  public 
meetings,  wlxich  we  can  be  referred  to  ? — I will 
tell  you  the  particulars  of  a meeting  directly ; 
but,  following  up  this,  there  was  another  meeting 
a couple  of  days  ago  at  which  I was  not  present, 
but  at  which  a witness,  who  is  here,  was  present, 
of  the  working  men  of  Belfast,  and  that  was  in 
favour  of  total  Sunday  closing. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

1285.  How  many  people  were  there  at  that 
meeting  ? — I believe  there  were  between  300  and 
400  at  the  last  meeting,  and,  as  I have  said,  there 
were  between  1,000  and  1,200  present  at  the  one 
which  I attended. 

H 4 1236.  What 
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Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

1286.  What  did  you  call  the  second  meeting  ? 
— A meeting  of  a similar  class. 

Chairman. 

1287.  Of  the  working  men? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1288.  Was  Mr.  Davies  there  ? — Yes  ; and  he  is 
present. 

Chairman. 

1289.  What  is  the  opinion,  so  far  as  you  are 
able  to  ascertain  it,  of  the  employers  of  labour  in 
Belfast  on  the  subject  ? — So  far  as  J have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  and  I have  inquired  very  closely 
into  the  matter,  they  are  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing. 

1290.  Are  you  aware  of  the  existence  of  any 
considerable  body  of  opinion  in  the  other  direc- 
tion ? — I took  a great  deal  of  trouble  to  find  out 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Belfast  about  this 
matter;  1 visited  myself,  with  Mr.  Davis,  10  of 
the  principal  factories  in  Belfast,  and,  if  you  wish 
it,  I will  give  you  the  particulars  of  what  I 
found  to  be  the  state  of  feeling  in  each  of 
them. 

1291.  Was  the  opinion  uniform,  or  did  it  differ 
very  much  ; it  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  it  at 
great  detail  ? — The  people  employed  at  these 
factories,  taking  them  in  a lump,  were  175,000. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

1292.  Are  you  including  their  families  ? — No; 
the  actual  hands. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1293.  Do  you  not  mean  17,500;  that  is  nearer 
the  proportion? — There  may  be  a mistake  in  the 
total  of  the  figures ; but  I do  not  think  so. 

Chairman. 

1294.  What  do  you  say  is  the  population  of 
Belfast? — Two  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand. 

1295.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand, 
working  at  10  factories,  excluding  the  families, 
would  be  rather  out  of  the  way,  would 
it  not? — I can  give  you  the  number  in  each 
factory,  as  supplied  by  the  principal  of  the 
works. 

1296.  Yes,  give  us  the  number;  does  not  it 
strike  you  at  the  first  blush  that  there  is  some- 
thing wrong  ? — It  is  possible  ; figures  are  not 
always  correct  In  Gallagher’s  tobacco  factory 
there  are  500  hands.  I may  say,  with  regard 
to  Gallagher’s  factory,  he  pays  1-  17th  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  Ireland  in  that  one  house.  I 
saw  30  of  the  hands  there  and  spoke  to  them ; of 
those  30,  20  were  for  Sunday  closing  and  10 
against  it.  In  the  York-street  Spinning  Com- 
pany there  are  4,000  hands  employed.  I saw 
22  of  them  and  spoke  to  them  ; 18  of  them  were 
for  and  four  against.  In  the  York-street  Foundry 
there  are  150  hands  employed;  I saw  30  of  them 
and  spoke  to  them  ; 26  were  for  and  four  against. 
In  Workman  and  Clark’s  shipbuilding  yards  there 
are  800  hands.  I spoke  to  90  ; there  were  69  lor 
and  21  against.  In  Harland  and  Wolff’s  yards 
there  are  5,800  hands ; I saw  62 ; 49  were  for  and 
13  against.  In  Ewart’s  linen  factory  there  are 
2,370  hands  ; I saw  146  ; th  ?re  were  123  for  and 
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23  against.  In  the  Belfast  Spinning  Company 
there  are  1,600  hands;  I saw  112;  74  were  for 
and  38  against.  In  the  Clonard  Spinning  Com- 
pany there  are  623  hands  employed.  I saw  44  of 
them;  13  were  for  and  31  against.  Grieves’  spin- 
ning factory  employs  1,300  hands.  Grieves  are 
the  owners  ; I believe  there  is  another  name.  I 
saw  190  of  them,  of  whom  78  were  for  and  112 
against.  In  the  Edenderry  Spinning  Company 
there  are  1,000  hands  employed.  I saw  92;  79 
were  for  and  13  against. 

1297.  That  makes  17,500,  not  175,000 ; there  is 
a mistake  in  the  0 ? — No  doubt. 

1298.  Have  you  ascertained  the  feelings  of  any 
other  classes  on  the  subject? — I have  spoken  to 
the  clergy  of  all  denominations,  and  I have  spoken 
to  gentlemen  and  people  whom  I have  met  inci- 
dentally. 1 have  spoken  to  a great  many  people, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  if  you  take  the. 
whole  population  of  Bel'ast  there  is  a tremendous 
majority  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing.  If  you 
confine  it  to  the  working  classes  the  majority  would 
be  60  or  70  per  cent. 

1299.  Taking  any  one  of  these  at.  random  ; 
say  Ewart’s  factory,  in  which  there  are  2,370 
hands  employed ; you  spoke  to  146 ; on  what 
principle  did  you  select  them  ; did  you  pick  them 
out  specially,  or  did  you  take  them  as  you  found 
them  ? — I used  to  go  from  one  room  to  the  other 
and  take  them  at  random.  My  object  was,  with- 
out the  slightest  feeling  either  way,  to  get  at  the 
facts ; I took  the  men  here  and  there,  in  every  way 
1 could. 

1300.  As  they  came  ? — As  they  came.  Some- 
times I would  take  a higher-class  labourer,  and 
sometimes  the  lower.  To  show  you  the  result  of 
it  in  some  of  the  places,  I have  notes  here  of 
everything  that  occurred  on  each  occasion  ; and 
in  one  factory  I found  the  great  bulk  of  the  men 
in  one  room  were  for,  and  then  the  greater 
bulk  of  the  men  in  another  room  were  against. 

1301.  The  general  result  is,  that  they  were  not 
selected  for  you,  but  you  took  them  as  they  came  ? 
— Yes;  I selected  the  room  intoi  which  I would 
go,  and  the  particular  part  ol  the  room,  at  random ; 
not  knowing  anything  of  the  men  before. 

1302.  Did  you  consult  the  women  ? — No  ; I 
did  not  consult  the  women  on  the  subject ; I took 
it  for  granted  that  the  women  would  be  far  more 
against  it  than  the  men. 

1303.  Were  they  men  and  boys,  or  men  of  full 
age? — Some  ol  them  were  lads  from  16  upwards, 
but  the  bulk  of  them  were  men  of  mature  age. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

1304.  Had  your  visits  been  arranged,  and  were 
you  expected? — No;  I went  without  arrange- 
ment to  all  the  places.  On  one  occasion  I went 
by  arrangement  on  the  second  day,  having  been 
too  late  to  do  what  I wanted  on  the  first  day ; 
that  was  all. 

1305.  What  factory  was  that  ? — Workman  and 
Clark’s. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

1306.  I presume  that  these  men  had  no  idea 
what  your  opinions  were? — Not  the  slightest.  I 
took  care  to  tell  them  that  I was  a police  officer, 
and  that  I had  no  opinions ; but  then  I.  wanted 
to  get  theirs. 

1307.  Have 
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Chairman. 

1307.  Have  you  anything  else  to  bring  before 
us  in  relation  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  in 
Belfast  as  the  result  of  your  inquiries? — No, 
except  that  it  is  the  general  wish  of  both  employers 
and  employed. 

1308.  That  you  have  stated  already.  With 
reference  to  the  amount  of  excessive  drinking  on 
Saturday  night,  what  is  your  opinion  ; does  ex- 
cessive drinking  prevail  to  a considerable  extent 
on  Saturday  night  in  Belfast  ? — It  does. 

1309.  When  are  wages  usually  paid  in  Belfast  ? 
— The  wages  are  usually  paid  on  Saturday  early  ; 
they  are  sometimes  paid  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Jacohy. 

1310.  Do  they  close  half-days  on  Saturdays? 
— The  half-holiday  is  observed  all  through  Belfast 
in  the  factories.  From  two  o’clock  on  Saturday 
no  work  is  done  in  Belfast  in  the  mills  and  fac- 
tories, as  a rule  ; there  may  be  some  exceptions, 
but  1 think  not. 

Chairman. 

1311.  You  mentioned  that  some,  at  all  events, 
of  the  Catholic  clergy  in  Belfast  are  in  favour  of 
a modification  of  the  Sunday  hours,  with  an  earlier 
closing  on  Saturday? — Yes,  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  I spoke  were  of  that  opinion. 

1312.  Is  that  opinion  largely  shared  ? — I think 
that  the  bishop  wrote  a letter  to  that  effect,  and 
I think  that  would  be  an  index  to  the  general 
feeling  on  the  subject  amongst  the  Catholic  clergy. 
I asked  the  bishop  whether,  if  I was  asked  the 
question,  I might  mention  his  name  as  having 
told  me  so,  and  he  said  “ with  pleasure.” 

1313.  Passing  for  a moment  from  your  recom- 
mendation about  Sunday,  do  you  think  that  there 
exists  any  public  opinion,  one  way  or  the  other, 
in  Belfast,  as  to  a shortening  of  the  hours  on 
Saturday  ? — I think  as  an  alternative  it  would  be 
the  universal  opinion  that  it  would  be  Avell  to 
shorten  the  hours  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  as 
sn  alternative  to  total  Sunday  closing  and  Satur- 
day shortening,  Saturday  shortening  being  just 
as  important  as  total  Sunday  closing. 

1314.  Are  you  aware  of  the  existence  in  Bel- 
fast to  any  extent  of  what  have  been  called  in 
evidence  here  bogus  clubs ; that  is  to  say,  associa- 
tions which  are  not  in  reality  social  clubs,  but 
merely  nominal  clubs  existing  in  reality  for  the 
purpose  of  evading  the  licensing  law  and  supply- 
ing liquor  to  the  members? — They  do  not  exist 
in  Belfast. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

1315.  But  do  yon  think  that  these  clubs  will 
come  into  existence  if  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
were  extended  to  Belfast? — I think  it  is  extremely 
likely. 

1316.  Do  you  know  what  the  opinion  of  the 
people  is  with  regard  to  these  clubs ; do  you 
know  what  the  opinion  of  the  families  of  the 
working  men  is  with  regard  to  these  clubs  ? — I 
do  not'  happen  to  know  ; but  I have  not  the 
least  doubt  that  they  would  be  greatly  against 
them. 

1317.  Would  you  not  consider  that  a great 
evil  ?— I would. 

1318.  You  have  experience  of  other  parts  of 
the  country,  have  you  ? — I have  been  in  several 
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Mr;  John  O’ Comnn — continued, 
parts  of  the  country ; I have  been  in  many 
places. 

1319.  Have  you  been  anywhere  where  these 
drinking  clubs  have  been  in  existence  ? — I know 
nothing  about  drinking  clubs  in  Ireland. 

1320.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  of  the  in- 
spector of  police  in  Dubliq,  which  was  given 
before  this  Committee? — I heard  part  of  Mr. 
Harrell’s  evidence. 

1321.  Did  you  hear  his  evidence  about  the 
clubs  ? — I think  I did. 

1322.  Did  you  hear  him  say  that  the  families 
of  the  working  men  have  a dislike  to  the  clubs  ; 
and,  in  fact,  that  they  prefer  the  public-house  ? 
— That  would  be  my  idea  too. 

1323.  And  you  believe  that  the  creation  of 
drinking  clubs  would  be  a result  of  an  extension 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  ? — I consider  that  it 
would  be  a result,  but  a result  to  be  dealt  with 
in  another  way.  I think  that  would  happen 
provided  something  else  did  not  happen. 

1324.  The  closing  of  public-houses  would  not, 
in  your  opinion,  be  an  unalloyed  good  ? — I think 
it  would  hardly  be  so,  unless  something  happened 
that  would  counteract  any  evil  that  might  arise. 

1325.  It  would  not  be  an  unmixed  good  at 
any  rate ; \yith  regard  to  these  opinions  which 
you  elicited  from  the  working  people,  was  there 
any  person  in  your  company  at  the  time  ? — There 
was  ; Mr.  Davies,  one  of  my  officers,  was  with 
me ; and  in  a few  of  the  cases  some  of  the 
managers  were  present,  but  in  most  of  the  cases 
I requested  them  to  stand  aside  that  I might 
have  the  free  opinion  of  the  men  without  their 
presence  or  influence.  I told  them  that  that  was 
my  reason  for  asking  them  to  go,  and  I informed 
the  men  that  I had  done  so  in  order  that  any- 
thing they  might  tell  me  might  come  freely  from 
themselves.  1 wanted  to  get  at  their  unbiased 
opinions. 

1326.  But  the  manager  or  employer  was  pre- 
sent?— Not  excepting  in,  perhaps,  three  or  four 
cases  out  of  the  lot,  when  1 did  not  like  to  be  too 
exacting.  On  a few  occasions  I did  not,  perhaps, 
press  them  to  go  away  ; but  in  most  cases  I did; 
in  the  majority  of  cases  I had  none  present  except 
myself  and  Mr.  Davies. 

1327.  But  the  employers  are,  as  a rule,  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing,  are  they  not  ? — I think 
there  is  no  doubt  of  that. 

1328.  In  fact,  in  most  cases  are  they  not  fana- 
tically so  ? — That  would  be  a matter  which  I 
would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion  about. 

1329.  Are  they  not  very  pronounced  temper- 
ance people  ? — If  you  define  “ fanatically  ” as 
being  “ pronounced,”  I would  say  yes. 

1330.  You  referred  to  two  meetings  as  having 
taken  place;  the  first  was  attended  by  1,000  per- 
sons and  the  other  by  300  or  400  ? — That  was 
what  1 estimated  them  roughly  at. 

1331.  Do  you  consider  meetings  of  those 
dimensions  as  fairly  representing  the  working 
classes  of  Belfast? — Hardly;  in  numbers  they 
do  not. 

1332.  If  there  are  17,500  working  men,  do 
you  consider  that  two  meetings,  one  of  1,000  and 
another  of  300,  are  representative  ? — No,  I do 
not ; they  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  repre- 
sent them  as  fairly  as  ought  to  have  been  done, 
and  might  have  been  done. 

I 1333.  Is 
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Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued. 

1333.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  these  two  meet- 
ings are  worthless? — No,  I would  not  say  that 
they  are  worthless  ; but  I would  say  that  they 
were  not  complete,  as  they  might  have  been  more 
complete,  to  give  an  index  to  the  ideas  of  all  the 
people.  Of  course  these  meetings  only  repre- 
sent the  sober  men  ofi  Belfast ; they  did  not  repre- 
sent the  drunken  men  of  Belfast. 

1334.  Do  you  mean  to  convey  that  every  man 
who  is  not  a teetotaller  is  a drunkard  ? — No,  I 
do  not. 

Mr.  T.  W Russell. 

1335.  Did  you  say  that  these  meetings  repre- 
sent the  teetotallers  ? — No,  I said  the  sober  men ; 
I mean  men  such  as  most  men  are,  such  as  1 am 
myself,  namely,  one  who  does  not  get  drunk,  and 
still  is  not  a total  abstainer. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

1336.  At  all  events  these  meetings  are  not 
very  valuable  as  indicating  the  opinion  of  the 
working  classes  ? — If  you  take  the  working  classes 
as  a whole,  including  them  all  together,  they 
only  represent  the  opinions  of  one  section  of  the 
working  classes. 

1337.  And  what  about  the  others? — They 
have  had  a meeting.  I was  about*to  give  the 
particulars  when  something  interrupted  me  at 
the  moment.  On  the  21st  of  March  there 
was  a meeting  of  the  licensed  vinters  in  St. 
George’s  Hall. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1338.  As  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  may  not  be  quite  familiar  with  the 
terms,  will  you  state  what  you  mean  by  vintners  ? 
—I  mean  simply  publicans,  beer  retailers,  and 
spirit  grocers. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

1339.  Will  you  give  us  the  particulars  of  this 
meeting  ? — There  were  about  300  persons 
present. ; they  were  all  persons  interested  in  the 
liquor  laws ; in  fact  it  was  a meeting  called  by 
the  trade,  and  I need  hardly  say  that  they 
opposed  Sunday  closing;  but  they  would  not 
object  to  a shortening  of  the  hours  of  sale  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays. 

Chairman. 

1340.  Did  they  come  to  any  resolution  as  to 
the  extent  of  shortening  the  hours? — 1 cannot 
say  whether  it  was  the  day  before  or  on  the 
morning  of  the  meeting  ; but  I think  it  was  the 
day  before,  that  a deputation  of  these  gentlemen, 
10  or  12,  waited  upon  me  in  my  office  and  put 
their  views  before  me,  and  their  views  were 
exactly  the  same  as  those  afterwards  put  forward 
at  their  meetings.  I may  say  that  they  were  a 
most  respectable  body  of  men,  and  they  told  me 
that  they  would  have  no  objection  to  curtailing 
the^  hours  of  Sunday  or  Saturday  drinkino-  a 
little  ; but  that  what  they  did  object  to  wasfby 
shutting  up  the  houses  on  Sunday,  throwing  the 
drinking  trade  into  the  hands  of  shebeens,  who 
would  give  bad  liquor  to  the  people  and  demo- 
ralise them  far  more  than  the  respectable  trade; 
and,  no  doubt,  that  would  be  the  case,  unless  you 
could,  by  some  means,  counteract  the  evil  that 


Chairman — continued. 

would  come.  That  is  what  I meant  in  replying 
to  the  honourable  Member  for  Tipperary. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

1341.  Did  the  publicans  give  that  as  their 
opinion  ? — Yes  ; and  it  is  an  opinion  that  agrees 
with  that  of  every  sound  person. 

1342.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  bishop  also  ? — I do. 

1343.  I suppose  you  are  aware  that  he  has  put 
that  opinion  on  record  pretty  strongly  ? — I did 
not  see  any  letter  from  him  ; he  told  me  that  he 
had  written  a letter  on  the  subject. 

1344.  You  have  not  read  that  letter  ? — 1 have 
not. 

1345.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  his  opinion  that 
total  closing  is  known,  by  experience  in  large 
towns,  to  lead  to  illicit  drinking  in  shebeens? — 
He  told  me  so. 

1346.  With  all  its  accompanying  immoralities? 
— He  said  so. 

1347.  And  to  what  is  a much  greater  evil; 
beyond  the  power  of  the  police  or  the  law  to 
correct,  viz.,  family  drinking;  did  he  tell  you 
that? — Yes,  he  said  that. 

1348.  You  stated  in  the  beginning  of  your 
evidence  that  people  could  take  home  drink  on 
Saturday  night  if  they  wanted  it  for  Sunday  ? — 
Yes. 

1349.  Do  you  consider  that  any  evils  would 
be  likely  to  arise  from  that  cause  ? — I think  that 
it  would  not  be  very  desirable  for  working-men 
to  bring  liquor  into  their  houses  and  keep  it  over 
to  Sunday ; in  fact,  I do  not  think  it  would  be 
there  on  Sunday. 

1350.  W ould  it  not  lead  to  family  drinking, 
that  the  women  and  children  would  learn  to 
drink ; that  the  children,  in  particular,  would 
learn  to  drink  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  go  that 
far,  because  I would  hope  that  it  would  not  have 
that  effect  to  any  great  extent.  No  doubt,  to  a 
certain  extent,  it  would  have  that  effect. 

1351.  Do  you  know  that  that  is  the  experience 
of  those  who  have  observed  this  branch  of  the 
question? — I do  not  know  that;  but  I do  not 
dispute  it. 

1352.  You  are  aware,  I suppose,  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  bishop  to  whom  we  refer  has 
had  considerable  experience  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  as  well  as  in  Belfast?— I believe  so, 
although  I think  that  most  of  his  experience  is 
about  the  north. 

1353.  Do  you  know  that  this  is  his  opinion  r 
“ By  degrees  the  women  and  children  and  whole 
household  learn  to  drink,  and  the  habit  once 
acquired  descends  like  an  heirloom”? — Yes,  he 
has  said  that  to  me;  when  I say  that,  I mean 
that  he  has  said  what  is  tantamount  to  it. 

1354.  Did  he  tell  you  that  after  visiting, 
Sunday  after  Sunday,  the  dwellings  of  the 
working  classes  in  a city  where  the  law  of  total 
Sunday  closing  existed,  he  witnessed  undeniable 
proofs  of  what  lie  referred  to,  to  you  ? — He  did, 
and  he  referred  to  Glasgow,  1 think. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1355.  Will  you  tell  me  any  large  city  in  Ireland 
where  total  Sunday  closing  does  exist? — There 
are  several,  but  they  are  not  cities  that  are  im- 
portant ; 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
portant;  there  is  the  city  of  Galway,  1 think, 
and  the  city  of  Kilkenny. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

1356.  Of  course,  police  statistics  cannot  at  all 
elucidate  the  facts  with  regard  to  this  branch  of 
the  question  ? — No,  I think  not ; I think  that 
they  would  be  very  unreliable.  It  is  a kind  of 
work  which  you  could  hai’dly  put  policemen 
to  do. 

1357.  You  have  been  in  Belfast  only  a year 
last  March,  I understand  ? — I have  been  town 
inspector  a year  since  March ; but  I was  there  a 
few  months  before,  six  months  before  my  ap- 
pointment. 

135'’.  How  long  was  Inspector  Davis  there? 
— He  has  been  there  for  a good  deal  shorter  time 
than  that,  half  that  time. 

1359.  Is  there  any  one  of  you  who  has  been 
there  more  than  two  years? — No,  there  is  not. 

1360.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  a sufficient 
length  of  time  to  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion 
as  to  the  habits  of  the  people,  and  as  to  the  results 
of  .Sunday  closing  ? — A person  can  get  a great 
deal  of  information  if  he  looks  about  him  in  a 
year  and  a-half ; but,  of  course,  I should  be  able 
to  speak  with  a great  deal  more  authority  if  I 
had  been  there  ten  or  twelve  years. 

Mr.  Pete r M( Donald. 

1361.  I think  I heard  you  say  that  at  a certain 
meeting  of  the  licensed  vintners’  trade  there  was 
given  an  expression  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
partial  closing,  or  the  shortening  of  the  hours ; 
are  you  quite  sure  now  that  a statement  was 
made  to  that  effect?— I am  quite  sure  that  they 
said  that  to  me  in  my  office;  that  is  what  I 
said. 

1362.  That  is  a very  different  thing  from  such 
an  expression  of  opinion  being  given  at  a public 
meeting,  is  it  not ! — Yes  ; but  I did  not  say 
that. 

1363.  Pardon  me,  I understood  you  to  say  so. 
How  many  members  of  the  trade  gave  expression 
to  that  opinion  in  your  office? — The  spokesman 
of  the  deputation,  which  consisted  ol  ten  or  12 
gentlemen,  I.  think,  spoke  for  himself,  and  for 
them. 

1364.  And  they  all  assented  to  that?— They 
all  assented. 

1365.  My  information  is  to  the  contrary.  You 
say  that  you  have  had  a very  short  experience  of 
Bel  last ; had  you  no  previous  connection  with 
Belfast  before  your  official  connection  ? — None 
whatever. 

1366.  Are  you  connected  by  relationship  in 
any  way  wich  Belfast  families  ?— There  is  a very 
distant  connectionship  by  marriage  between  my- 
self and  Mr.  James  Bruce,  but  that  is  all  I know 

°*"l367.  And  distant  relationships  of  that  kind 
do  not  influence  opinions? — The  connectionship 
is  so  very  distant  that  it  simply  goes  for  no- 
thing. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

1368.  Is  not  Mr.  James  Bruce  the  principal 
partner  in  tbe  firm  of  Dunville  & Co.,  distillers  ? 
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Mr.  Peter  MDonald. 

1369.  You  have  had  some  experience  in  the 
provinces  you  tell  us? — Yes,  I have;  my  prin- 
cipal service  has  been  through  the  provinces. 

1370.  In  what  places  ? — I know  about  Clare 
and  Galway  ; and  I know  about  Cork  and  W ex- 
ford ; and  I know  about  Mayo.  I have  served 
in  all  those  counties. 

1371.  And  you  have  had  ample  opportunity,  of 
course,  of  judging  of  the  habits  of  the  people 
there?— Yes,  I think  I know  the  habits  of  the 
country  people  better  even  than  those  of  the 
townspeople. 

1372.  The  greater  part  of  the  drinking,  I be- 
lieve, in  most  of  those  places,  is  on  fair-days  and 
market-days,  is  it  not  ? — Certainly. 

1373.  And  the  abuse,  if  any,  mainly  applies 
to  these  occasions,  fair-days,  market-days,  and 
holidays  ; is  it  not  so? — I would  say  that;  but 
Saturday  is  generally  the  market-day  throughout 
Ireland  and  is  generally  an  awkward  day. 

1374  I think  I can  remind  you  of  a good 
many  places  where  Saturday  is  not  the  market- 
day.  You  say  that  you  know  Mayo  ; is  not  the 
market-day  in  Ballina  on  Monday? — Yes. 

1375.  Is  not  the  market-day  at  Claremorris 
on  Wednesday? — I could  not  say,  but  I take  it 
that,  in  a general  way,  Saturday  is  the  Irish 
market-day.' 

1376.  But  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  drinking  which  is  complained  of,  takes 
place  on  fair-days,  market-days,  and  holidays  ; 
and  that  it  is  much  greater  then  than  it  is  on 
Sundays?— I have  noticed  worse  drinking  at 
fairs  than  at  any  other  time. 

1377.  Quite  so,  and  the  Honourable  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  remarks  that  they  are  closed 
on  Sundays;  but  your  memory  can  carry  you 
back  to  a period  anterior  to  the  Sunday  closing  ? 
— That  is  187.6. 

Chairman. 

1378.  Eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight? 
—Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 

1379.  And  your  opinion  equally,  of  course, 
applies  to  that  ? — In  Ireland,  as  long  as  I have 
known  it,  I think  a fair  was  a pretty  good  place 
for  drinking,  and  the  market-place  in  a less  de- 
gree. 

1380.  And  if  there  be  any  complaint  at  all,  it 
would  be  with  regard  to  these,  and  not  so  much 
with  regard  to  Sundays  ? — I think  if  you  ask 
me  the  question,  it  would  be  a very  good  thing 
to  add  in  fairs  and  Sundays. 

Chairman. 

1381.  Are  we  to  take  you  as  advocating  the 
closing  of  public-houses  on  fair  and  market-days  ? 
— I think  it  would  be  a very  good  thing  if  tents 
were  not  allowed  to  goto  most  of  the  fairs ; there 
is  a tremendous  lot  of  drinking  in  them. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 

1382.  Of  course  you  would  not  interfere  with 
any  regularly  established  public-house  in  a town 
or  in  a village? — No,  I would  not. 

1383.  I will  now  come  to  the  number  of  arrests 
and  convictions  during  the  14  years  to  which  you 
have  referred.  In  the  year  1875  you  tell  us 

j 2 there 
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there  were  438  arrests? — Yes,  assuming  those 
figures  to  be  correct. 

1384.  And  in  1885,  that  is  ten  years  after- 
wards, they  are  419  ? — Yes. 

1385.  Is  that  an  improvement? — It  is  better 
than  it  was. 

1386.  I will  now  compare  1875  with  1886 ; 
that  is  bringing  us  later  on  ; there  is  a slight 
improvement  there,  is  there  not  ? — The  figures 
there  are  438  in  the  former  year  as  against  391 
in  the  latter  year  ; there  is  a considerable  im- 
provement there. 

1387.  Let  us  compare  1877  with  1887? — I 
find  there  is  an  improvement  there  too ; the 
figures  are  481  in  1877,  and  450  in  1887. 

1388.  But  it  is  a very  slight  improvement,  is  it 
not? — It  is  slight;  it  is  only  an  index. 

1389.  But,  taking  it  as  a whole,  comparing 
the  earlier  years  before  the  Sunday  closing,  and 
the  years  after  the  Sunday  closing,  on  the  whole 
thei-e  is  no  improvement  to  boast  of,  is  there  ? — 
I will  tell  you  what  I find  on  an  analysis  of  this 
return.  1 find  that  for  four  years  after  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  the  drunkenness  increased 
as  compared  with  the  four  or  five  years  before 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

1390.  That  is  an  extraordinary  effect,  is  it 
not  ? — Yes ; then  ever  since  that  time  it  has  been 
steadily  decreasing. 

1391.  Steadily  decreasing  in  what  degree,  or 
what  percentage  can  you  say  in  round  numbers  ? 
— You  have  all  my  figures ; you  have,  for  in- 
stance, in  1883  the  figure  of  454,  and  in  1884, 
322. 

1392.  But  it  rose  again  in  the  next  year,  1885  ? 
—Yes,  it  did  ; then  it  came  down  again,  in  the 
next  year. 

1393.  And  in  the  last  year  it  is  nearly  as  high 
as  ever,  is  it  not  ? — It  is  450  as  against  502.  But, 
indeed,  speaking  generally  as  to  the  whole  thing, 
I think  that  the  improvement  or  disimprove- 
ment  is  not  very  much  one  way  or  the  other ; 
in  fact,  1 am  struck  by  the  sameness  of  the 
figures  all  through. 

1894.  There  is  a sameness  in  the  figures  and 
no  real  improvement ; is  not  that  so  ? — There  is 
an  improvement,  but  I would  say  not  so  much  as 
one  might  have  wished. 

1395.  You  have  staled  for  three  reasons  it 
would,  in  your  opinion,  be  desirable  to  close 
public-houses  in  Belfast  on  Sundays ; the  first 
reason  is  that  it  is  unnecessary.  Is  it  not  neces- 
sary for  the  poor  people  to  get  their  dinner  beer 
on  Sundays  ? — I think  it  is  desirable  that  they 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  getting  their 
beer  ; but  I think  it  might  be  given  them. 

1396.  You  know  the  habits  of  the  working 
classes,  I presume  ? — Yes,  I do. 

1397.  Is  it  not  a general  rule  that  all  mill 
workers,  artizans,  and  other  people  of  that  class, 
desire  to  have  their  beer,  or  some  similar  thing, 
at  their  dinner  on  Sundays? — I do  not  know 
really  whether  they  desire  it  or  not,  but  if  they 
have  that  desire  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  gratified,  I think.  I think  that  they  desire 
it,  and  1 would  give  it  as  my  belief  that  they  do. 

_ 1398.  Referring  to  these  factories  which  you 
visited,  did  you  visit  any  of  thorn  by  pre-arrange- 
ment?— I visited  none  ot  them  by  pre-arrange- 
ment, with  the  exception  of  one,  which  I went°to 
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on  a second  day ; and  having  gone  on  the  first 
day  the  manager  knew,  of  course,  that  I would 
come  on  the  second  day.  It  got  dark,  in  fact,  on 
the  former  day,  and  the  people  broke  up,  and  I 
could  not  conclude  my  inquiries.  That  only 
occurred  with  regard  to  one  factory,  and  that  was 
not  the  most  important  place. 

1399.  You  visited  Greeves  and  Milford? — I 
did. 

1400.  And  Ross’s  Mills  ? — I have  given  the 
names  of  those  I visited  ? — Ross’s  may  be  the 
Clanard  Mill ; Ross  is  the  name  of  the  owner. 

1401.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  in  the  greater  number 
of  cases  the  managers  in  these  factories  are  tem- 
perance advocates? — Yes,  in  the  greater  number 
of  cases.  As  well  as  I recollect,  the  manager  in 
Ross’s  factory  would  be  for  Sunday  opening.  I 
think  that  was  the  only  exception,  as  well  as  I 
remember. 

1402.  Out  of  all  the  factories  that  you  visited, 
there  was  only  one  manager  who  was  in  favour 
of  opening  on  Sundays  ? — I would  not  confine  it 
to  one  ; I would  say  two  or  three,  perhaps. 

1403.  All  the  others,  you  say,  very  properly, 
are  temperance  advocates  ; is  that  so  ? — Yes. 

1404.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  fact  of  their 
being  temperance  advocates  ought,  more  or  less, 
to  influence  the  opinions  of  the  workers? — Yes, 
I think  it  ought 

1405.  Evidently  a poor  worker,  fearing  that 
he  might  be  disemployed,  turned  out  of  doors, 
would  be  afraid  to  give  an  opinion  in  favour  of 
Sunday  opening,  if  the  manager  held  a contrary 
view  ?-- 1 must  say  that  the  Belfast  people,  I 
think  of  all  people  that  I have  met,  are  the  least 
afraid  of  an;jr  one  else’s  opinion.  They  express 
themselves  in  a very  outspoken,  bold  way.  I 
have  seen  them  in  the  principal  places  there, 
where  they  have  come  and  disputed  the  question 
before  the  manager,  one  for  and  the  other  against, 
each  fighting  his  opinion  with  great  bitterness ; 
which  showed  me  that  they  did  not  care  one 
farthing  about  what  the  manager  thought. 

1406.  Did  you  examine  them  in  the  presence 
of  the  manager  or  employer  ? — In  that  case  the 
manager  was  present,  and  I was  amused  by  the 
manly  way  in  which  they  stuck  up  for  their 
opinions ; there  was  not  a bit  of  subserviency 
about  them. 

1407.  All  the  factories  that  you  visited  were 
factories,  were  they  not,  in  which  men  only  were 
employed  ? — No,  I visited  some  in  which  women 
are  employed,  for  instance,  Gallagher’s  tobacco 
factory. 

1408.  Did  you  visit  any  other  where  women 
are  employed  ?— I think  that  in  all  the  factories 
I visited  women  were  employed. 

^ 1409.  Do  you  know  the  Coombe  foundry  ? — 

1410.  Do  you  know  whether  women  are  em- 
ployed in  it? — I do  not  know;  but  I know  that 
there  are  women  employed  in  a good  many  of 
the  places  that  I visited. 

1411.  They  are  not  likely  to  be  Cound  in  a 
foundry,  are  they  ? — They  are  not  likely  to  be 
found  in  a foundry. 

1412.  There,  were  all  the  workers  men ; you 
did  not  visit  them  ? — No,  I did  not. 

1413.  You  were  not  likely  to  get  the  correct 
opinion  perhaps  ? — I can  tell  you  the  reason  why 

I did 
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I did  not  visit  that  foundry.  I had  it  down  in 
my  list  to  visit,  but  I was  suddenly  called  over 
here  a week  before  I expected  on  account  of  the 
Mayor  of  Belfast  not  being  able  to  come  the  day 
that  he  was  summoned  for,  and  that  left  me 
without  having  visited  Coombes  and  Barber’s. 

1414.  On  what  occasion  did  you  visit  Queen’s 
Island  shipyard  ? — I can  give  you  the  date  if  you 
wish  it. 

1415.  It  was  about  Easter  in  any  case,  was  it 
not? — Yes. 

1416.  And  I suppose  immediately  after  Easter? 
It  was  immediately  after  Easter. 

1417.  Was  it  on  an  occasion  when  a number 
of  men  had  not  resumed  work  ? — It  was  on  an 
occasion  when  I should  say  about  Half  of  the 
hands  were  absent. 

1418.  And  the  half  that  were  present  were 
good  sober  men  who  returned  to  their  work, 
were  they  not? — That  is  so. 

141 9.  And  these  good  sober  men  were  of  course 
all  teetotallers  ; is  not  that  so  ? — I cannot  say ; I 
should  say  not. 

1420.  Then, of  course,  you  got  the  teetotallers’ 
opinion? — No,  I got  not  the  teetotallers’  opinion, 
but  the  opinion  of  the  sober  men ; I mean  men 
who  do  not  exceed  in  drink. 

1421.  Would  you  consider,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  that  was  a fair  opinion  to  get  from 
men  whose  notions  were  already  formed? — It 
certainly  did  not  give  the  opinion  of  the  men 
who  were  addicted  to  drink. 

1422.  So  that,  in  fact,  you  only  took  a one- 
sided opinion  ? — It  happened  to  be  rather  one- 
sided, 1 suppose,  in  that  way. 

1423.  You  said  that  you  did  not  know  of  any 
bogus  clubs  in  Belfast  ? — I do  not  know  of  any 
where  drink  is  sold. 

1424.  Do  you  know  the  Athenasum  Club? — 
Yes. 

1425.  Where  is  that  ? — At  the  corner  of 
Queen’s-street,  I presume  : the  club,  I take,  for 
it  is  an  institute  at  the  corner  of  Queen-street. 

1426.  That  is  near  Leahy  and  Kelly’s  place, 
is  it  not? — Just  where  Queen’s-street  gets  to 
Castle-street;  1 cannot  tell  you  much  about  clubs, 

I am  not  aware  of  any  ; I have  inquired,  and  I 
have  been  told  by  those  who  have  made  inquiries 
that  there  are  none  of  what  you  call  bogus 
clubs. 

1427.  Then  you  do  not  know  the  working  of 
this  club  ? — No. 

1428.  How  many  district  inspectors  are  there 
in  Belfast  under  you  ? — Five. 

1429.  You  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting them  and  taking  their  opinion  on  this 
question  ? — I have. 

1430.  Are  they  all  in  accord  with  you? — I 
think  we  are  all  at  one. 

1431.  You  are  quite  sure  of  that  ? — I believe 
we  are,  so  far  as  I know. 

1432.  What  are  the  names  of  your  district 
inspectors? — There  is  Mr.  Seddall,  Mr.  Davies,- 
Mr.  Huggins,  Mr.  Barnavill,  and  Mr.  Morell. 

1433.  Have  you  taken  the  opinions  of  each  of 
these  district  inspectors  separately? — No;  we 
have  talked  about  it  in  my  office ; we  have  talked 
the  matter  over. 

1434.  Are  you  quite  certain  that  they  are  all 
0.67. 
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in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sundays? — That  is 
my  recollection  of  the  matter. 

1435.  Were  you  in  Belfast  during  the  riots 
there  ? — I was  in  Belfast  at  what  I call  the  tail- 
end  of  the  riots. 

1436.  In  what  year  was  that? — That  was  at 
the  end  of  1886,  the  last  two  months. , Practically 
I was  not  in  Belfast  during  the  riots ; there  were 
one  or  two  small  riots  after,  I went  there,  but  the 
riots  were  practically  over. 

1437.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  public-houses 
were  generally  closed  during  these  riots  ? — No 
public-houses  were  closed  during  any  of  the  riots 
that  occurred  during  my  stay ; but  I know  that 
frequently  such  was  done  during  what  was  called 
the  Belfast  riots. 

1438.  It  has  come  to  your  knowledge  that  the 
public-houses  were  generally  closed  during  the 
Belfast  riots  ? — Yes. 

1439.  And  in  consequence  of  the  closing  of  the 
public-houses  there  would  be  less  drunkenness  ? 
There  should  be  less. 

1440.  And  as  the  consequence  of  less  drunken- 
ness, there  would  be  less  arrests  ? — I suppose 
there  should  be,  but  as  I said  before,  you  cannot 
connect  the  two  sets  of  figures. 

144  L But  it  is  only  a natural  conclusion  that 
the  closing  of  the  taverns  leads  to  less  drunkenness, 
and  less  drunkenness  to  less  arrests  ? — It  ought 
to  do. 

1442.  Will  you  turn  again  to  your  figures  for 
1886  ; when  you  say  that  the  riots  took  place  the 
number  of  arrests  was  391;  is  not  that  so? — 
Yes. 

1443.  And  they  were  less  than  they  were  for- 
the  preceding  and  succeeding  years  ? — They 
were. 

1444.  Consequently  it  appears  as  a fact  that 
there  were  less  arrests  and  less  convictions  during 
the  year  of  the  riots  than  there  were  the  year 
before  or  the  year  after;  is  that  not  so?— Yes, . 
that  is  so ; and  I could  hardly  expect  anything 
else  to  have  occurred,  because  the  men"  were 
attending  to  the  rioting  and  the  shooting  of  people, 
and  not  to  the  closing  of  the  public-houses.  The 
purport  of  my  answer  is  that  the  police  were  so 
engaged  in  the  suppression  of  rioting  that  they 
had  not  the  amount  of  time  they  otherwise 
would  have  had  to  attend  to  the  proper  looking 
after  of  the  licensing  laws. 

1445.  That  answer  equally  bears  out  my  view, 
that  the  diminished  number  of  arrests  in  that 
year  is  not  attributable  to  the  working  of  the- 
Sunday  Closing  Act?— No;  the  diminished) 
number  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  police 
could  not  look  after  the  licensing  laws ; the 
other  cause  may  have  borne  a part,  but  in  my 
mind  the  principal  cause  was  what  I have  stated. 

1446.  Consequently  the  diminished  number 
of  arrests  in  that  year  cannot  be  paraded  as  a 
proof  of  the  good  effects  of  the  working  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act?— No;  I think  that  the 
diminished  figures  are  attributable,  to  a great 
extent,  to  what  I have  said,  viz.,  that  the  con- 
stabulary could  not  look  after  the  matter. 

1447.  VVhat  is  your  own  personal  opinion  as 
to  the  desirability  of  total  closing  on  Sundays  ? — 

I would  be  for  that  decidedly. 

1448.  You  stated  a little  while  ago  that  all  the 
foremen  or  superintendents  in  the  factories  that 

1 3 you 
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you  visited,  with  one  exception,  were  temper-  the  public-house  keepers  in  Limerick  are  fairly 
ancc  advocates  ? — I said,  I think,  with  two  or  conducted,  and  indeed,  as  a rule,  I think  the 
three  exceptions.  public-house  keepers  throughout  Ireland  are  fairly 

1449.  I believe  the  same  thing  applies  to  the  conducted ; and  I think  that  these  men  would 
greater  number  of  employers,  does  it  not?— I gladly  fall  in  with  the  whole  thing  if  they  were 
should  say  so.  I take  it  as  a matter  of  fact  that  not  afraid  of  shebeening. 

the  employers  as  a whole,  and  their  managers  as  1459.  It  is  that  difficulty  of  the  shebeening,  or 
a whole,  are  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ; there  the  possibility,. and  almost  certainty,  of  the  estab- 
mav  be  a few  exceptions  amongst  them,  but  they  lishment  of  bogus  clubs,  that  stands  in  the  way , is 
are’  so  trifling  as  not  to  influence  the  whole.  it  ?— I think  that  shebeening  requires  to  be  legis- 

1450.  And,  as  one  of  the  other  official  witnesses  latedfor;  and  I think  that  bogus  clubs  require 
has  stated  (I  think  it  was  Mr.  Reed),  Belfast  to  be  made  more  difficult  of  establishment ; and 
must  not  be  compared  with  other  places  in  con-  if  the  Committee  wish,  bye-and-bye,  I can  make 
sequence  of  the  strong  Sabbatarian  feeling  that  some  suggestions  which  I think  would  prevent 
exists  there  ? —There  is  a very  strong  Sabbatarian  shebeening  and  bogus  clubs. 

feeling.  1460.  1 think  that  that  is  very  desirable?— 

1451.  And  is  it  that  strong  Sabbatarian  feeling  Another  reason  I have  for  wishing  for  Sunday 
that  mainly  influences  the  employers  and  super-  closing  is,  because  I have  read  the  letters  of 
intendents  of  these  factories  ?— I would  not  say  18  bishops  of  Ireland,  10  of  them  Roman 
that.  It  does,  I think,  influence  their  opinions  Catholics,  which  are  totally  against  Sunday 
to  a certain  extent ; but  there  are  a great  many  opening. 

men  amongst  the  men  who  are  Church  of  Ireland  1461.  Almost  every  class  of  the  community 
men  who  are  not,  as  a rule,  such  strict  sabba-  objects  to  the  shebeens  and  the  establishment  of 
tarians  as  the  Presbyterians.  _ bogus  clubs,  or  to  anything  tending  to  disorder 

1452.  Would  you  not  consider  it  unfair  that  or  immorality;  and  that  is  mainly,  is  it  not,  what 
the  opinions  of  a certain  section  of  the  comma-  has  led  the  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  to  come 
nity  should  overrule  the  wants  and  wishes  of  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  very  unde- 
another  portion  ?— Speaking  for  Belfast,  if  you  sirable  to  close  totally  ou  Sundays,  because  he 
take  that  as  an  area,  the  preponderance  of  feeling  fears  the  evil  results  of  the  shebeens  during  pro- 
in favour  of  Sunday  closing  is  so  overwhelming  hibi ted  hours  ? — I cannot  tell  you  exactly  why 
that  I think  it  ought  to  be  given  to  Belfast,  he  came  to  his  conclusions ; but  I have  read  the 
whether  it  is  given  to  any  other  place  or  not.  letters  from  10  of  the  Koman  Catholic  bishops, 
But  with  regard  to  Dublin  I cannot  speak.  I in  fact,  1 have  them  here,  that  go  dead  opposite 
heard  Mr.  flarrel  give  a contrary  opinion,  and  to  him  ; and  I believe  that  there  are  a good  many 
no*  doubt  he  based  that:  opinion,  as  he  bases  more  that  I have  not  seen. 

everything  else  that  he  says,  on  the  best  autho-  ■l]leod„re  Fry. 

ritv.  I do  not  speak  for  Dublin,  but  I say  with  ' , , 

regard  to  Belfast,  which  I do  know,  that  the  1462.  Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been 
preponderance  of  feeling  in  favour  of  Sunday  any  house-to-house  canvass  on  this  question  in 
-closing  is  so  overwhelming  that  it  ought  to  be  Belfast?— I believe  there  has.  T 

extended  to  that  city,  if  you  wish  to  do  what  1463.  Do  you  know  the  result  of  that?-!  do 
the  people  desire.  not,  but  I know  that  the  result  was  largely  m 

1453.  And  is  that  mainly  in  consequence  of  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing.  I cannot  give 
the  strong  Sabbatarian  feeling  that  exists  there?  the  figures  but  I know  the  result,  so  far  as  this, 
—Which  exists  in  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  that  it  was  largely  m favour  of  Sunday  closing. 

1454.  And  where  that  strong  Sabbatarian  1464.  I suppose  if  there  were  some  little  she- 
feelino  docs  not  exist  (and  of  course  you  must  beening  if  this  Act  was  applied  to  Belfast  it 
always  more  or  less  yield  to  the  strong  feelings  could  easily  be  put  down  by  your  authorities  ?- 
of  the  population)  you  would  not  recommend  total  Not  without  further  legislation,  which  I am  pre- 
Sunday  closing  ?- -I  donot  consider  thatthe  strong  pared  to  mention. 

Sabbatarian  feding  of  which  I spoke  is  the  only  1465.  Ihe  present  power  is  not  enough  to 
thine  that  produces  a desire  for  Sunday  closing,  cope  with  it  ?— It  could  not  cope  with  it. 

I would  say  (hie  : I think  ,hat  where  the  majority  1466.  Do  yon  ant.cp.te  any  MBculty  from 
of  the  community,  from  any  cause,  is  against  Sun-  closing  the  public-houses  in  Belfast  altogether 
day  closing  in  any  of  the  five  towns  that  are  on  the  part  of  those  who  use  them ; would  they 
excepted  1 would  be  greatly  inclined  to  yield.  < acquiesce  m it  quietly  ?— I think  they  would.  . I 


do  not  think  there  would  be  any  danger  of  rioting 
under  that  head,  especially  if  some  suggestions 
which  I would  beg  to  make  presently  were 
adopted. 

1467.  With  regard  to  the  city  of  Limerick, 
will  the  answer  which  you  have  given  as  to 
Belfast  apply  to  Limerick  ?— No ; but  there  is  a 
1 ' able  to  speak,  as 


1455.  That  is  to  say,  that  the  opinions  of  the 
people  should  be  consulted  ? — Indeed,  I think 
they  should. 

1456.  Before  any  Act  of  Parliament  should  be 
passed  to  legislate  for  them  in  a matter  of  that 
kind?— I would  hardly  like  to  say  that.  I say 

simply,  as  a matter  of  my  own  personal  opinion,  — rr„  . 

that  the  majority  of  the  people  ought  to  have  county  inspector  there  who  i 
their  wish  in  a reasonable  matter.  to  that.  . T • • i 

1457.  Ton  say  that  you  know  Limerick  ?_Yes,  1468.  Yon  to  d u«  that  you  lived  m Limerick 

T know  it  for  me  aI1<i  a haIf  fears  ! 14  ',as  some  time 

1458.  I believe  that  the  greater  part  of  ago.  I would,  rather  not  give  evidence  about 

Limerick  is  very  well  conducted,  as  regards  the  that,  as  there  is  an  officer  who  can  speak  for 
public-house  business,  is  it  not? — I think  that  Limerick.  you 
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Mr.  Theodore  Fry- continued.  Mr.  .Wy-oontiimed. 

lanlfLl^r  k°°W  the  C0U,ltry  aiatriolB  of  Irs'  th™s°lv?,  and  I have  heard  from  employers, 
1470  TTo'c  Ao*  4 * • ' f i thiit  considerably  more  than  half  of  the  working 

■worked'  S Q forCA  thfre  “en  of  Belfast  a*e  under  the  influence  of  drink 

worked  JJ  'll  TH  1Su.nd,}v  Closmg  Act  ha8  at  some  time  on  the  Saturday  or  Sunday  in  each 

worhed  weli  over  Ireland.  week;  that  is  an  enormous  figure  when  you  come 

Jt  UH;  to  think  of  it,  and  I do  not  like  to  give  such- a 

the  public-houses  where  they  are  entirely  closed  ? figure  on  my  authority  ; but  I tell  you  what  I 
—1  have  never  heard  such  a desire,  except  on  have  heard.  J 


the  part  of  interested  parties. 

1472.  Not  from  the  public  generally? — I 
never  heard  such  a desire  expressed  anywhere. 


Mr.  Agg- Gardner. 

1 think  you  have  stated 


1487.  That  is  what  is  commonly  reported  in 
Belfast,  I suppose? — That  is  the  belief  of  a 
great  many  people  in  Belfast.  I must  say,  with- 
out vouching  for  it,  that  I should  not  be  surprised 
if  it  turned  out,  to  be  accurate, 
that  the  1488.  Then  the  closing  of  public-houses  on 
inspectors  are  unanimously  in  favour  of  closing  Sunday,  in  your  opinion,  would  stop  a great  deal 
PU1b-ih7CAh°mueS  ?~That  ls  “y  recollection.  of  this  drunkenness  ?— The  closing  of  public- 

14/4.  Ihen  curtailment  of  the  hours  would  houses  on  Sundays,  coupled  with  further  powers 
no  suit  them  as  well  .—No.  which  the  law  ought  to  give  us  in  respect  of 

i47o.  rsot  a considerable  curtailment  ?— That  shebeening,  as  well  as  in  respect  to  illegal  trade, 
would  be  an  alternative  which  might  be  desirable  and  in  respect  to  club's,  I do  believe  would  put 
m case  the  other  plan  was  found  to  be  impossible,  a stop  to  a great  deal  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
1476.  Are  there  not  some  persons  in  Belfast  drunkenness  and  consequent  frightful  misery 
who  would  be  inconvenienced  by  the  closing  of  that  does  occur  in  Belfast  from  over-drinking. 

Iv^’Sl^v^rvs^^ss;  t0  anyb  parT!T  t f ?? 

which  I thick  might  easily  be  done.  £ 


aight  easily  be  done. 

1477.  I mean  persons  who  use  public-houses 
properly  and  temperately  ?— Yes. 

1478.  Do  you  not  think  that  their  convenience 
ought  to  be  considered  ? — I consider  that  their 
convenience  should  be  taken  into  account ; but  I 


the  workers ; that  includes  mechanics,  artisans, 
and  labourers. 

1490.  Have  you  any  particulars  of  the  houses 
they  live  in ; do  they  live  in  wretched  houses  ? — 
No ; their  houses  in  Belfast,  unlike  what  I heard 


consider  that  where  doing  so  would  lead  to  very  lyr  ’ tt  i , n , 

disastrous  results  to  the  bulk  of  the  population  • df  c,lb*’as  reSa?ds  Dublin,  a™  a 

it  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  prevail.  P P *7 


built  brick  houses,  as  a rule,  with  three  or  four 
Belfast  to  be  a long  way 
regards  the  habitations  of 


later.— Yes.  ^ QQr 

1/IC..  Mr.  Jacoby.  1491.Thenyouthinkthatwithfreshiegisla- 

148U.  I ou  stated  that  there  were  676  publi-  tion  shebeening  could  be  put  down? — I think  it 
cans  in  Belfast;  out  of  that  number  how  many  could  be  put  down;  and  l think,  at  any  cost,  it 
hotels  or  restaurants  are  there  where  they  sell  should  be. 
food  besides  drink  ? — I find  there  are  676  publi- 
cans in  Belfast;  of  these  22  have  hotels,  14  have  Mr-  Tomlinson. 

eating-houses  or  restaurants,  and  117,  in  addition  1492.  I gather  that  you  consider  that  there  is 
to  having  a public-house,  have  also  groceries.  a great  deal  more  intoxication  in  Belfast  than 
1481.  I suppose  you  would  not  close  the  hotels  there  ought  to  be  ?— My  ansu  er  to  that  is,  that 
and  restaurants  on  Sunday  ? — Certainly  not;  I there  is  just  as  much  more  as  there  is  than  there 


would  close  the  bars  of  them,  though,  subject  to 
some  provisions  which  1 would  mention  after- 
wards. 

1482.  That  refers  to  hotels  and  refreshment 
rooms? — Yes,  principally. 


ught  to  be. 

1493.  Do  you  consider  that  that  arises  from 
too  great  facilities  being  given  to  people,  or  more 
especially  from  a depraved  taste  of  the  people  ? 
— I think  it  arises  to  a great  extent  from  the 


1483.  Respecting  the  figure  of  arrests  for  facilities,  and  also  from  the  temperament  of  the 

drunkenness,  I think  you  stated  that  does  not,  people.  I think  every  person  knows  that  an 
in  any  way,  represent  the  number  of  people  Irishman  is  fond  of  a drop,  and  I think,  if  you 
who  are  drunk  on  Sundays  in  Belfast?— I think  couple  that  with  the  facility  for  getting  whisk v. 
it  does  not.  you  have  arrived  at  the  cause  ot  so  much 

1484.  In  fact,  a great  many  more  people  get  drunkenness. 

drunk  than  are  represented  by  these  figures  ? — 1494.  And  you  think  that  if  legal  compulsion 

A greater  number  ; so  many  more,  in  fact,  that  I is  applied,  as  far  as  possible,  to  preventing  his 
do  not  look  upon  one  number  as  giving  much  clue  having  opportunities  for  drinking  there  would 
at  all  to  the  other.  be  less  drinking  ? — Yes,  I think  that  would  lessen 

1485.  You  could  not  give  the  Committee  any  intemperance. 

idea  of  the  number,  roughly  speaking  ? — I do  not  1495.  You  do  not  think  that  he  would  be 
like  to  say  what  I do  not  know  to  be  a fact ; but  likely  to  be  as  acute  to  find  means  of  evading  the 
I can  tell  you,  if  you  wish,  what  I have  heard  on  law  ? — An  Irishman  is  a very  smart  fellow°and 
the  subject.  will  generally  find  it  if  he  can  ; but  I think  he 

1486.  Will  you  tell  me  what  you  have  heard  ? might  be  met;  it  might  be  stopped. 

— I have  heard  from  some  of  the  working  men  1496.  You  believe  in  repression  to  brino-  about 

I ^ a better 
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Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
a better  state  of  things?— I believe  in  repression 
with  a view  to  preventing  crime  of  every  kind  ; 
the  crime  of  drunkenness  as  well  as  the  crime 
of  murder. 

1497.  Do  you  consider  it  a crime  to  drink  any 
kind  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  moderation  ?— I 
consider  that  to  drink  until  you  become  drunk 
is  a crime. 

1498.  But  do  you  think  the  worse  of  a man 
who  drinks  a glass  of  beer  with  his  dinner  ?— Oh, 
no,  I do  that  myself  occasionally. 

1499.  Is  it  not  likely  that  if  you  deprive 
people  of  the  means  of  going  to  places  that  are 
under  legal  control  they  will  find  means  of 
drinking  in  their  own  homes? — I think  they 
will  try. 

1500.  Would  your  repressive  measures  go  so 
far  as  to  prevent  any  people  providing  the  means 
of  drinking  at  their  own  homes  ?— Certainly  not ; 

I would  facilitate  their  taking  to  their  own  homes 
drink  ; and  I would  trust  to  their  deliberate  sense 
-of  what  was  right  not  to  drink  too  much.  I think 
that  very  often  drunkenness  in  Ireland  is  not 
deliberate  ; it  is  brought  about  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  moment. 

1501.  From  what  you  know  of  the  Irish  people 
do  you  think  it  likely  or  not,  supposing  they  had 
no  access  to  public-houses  during  any . part  of 
Sunday,  and  laid  in  what  they  required  on 
Saturday  night,  that  that  would  not  tend  to  their 
calling  their  neighbours  together  and  beginning 
to  drink  in  their  own  homes  on  Saturday  what 
they  wanted  for  Sunday  ? — I do  not  think  that 
that  would  occur.  I think  the  probability  is  that 
they  would  not  bring  very  much  in.  As  a rule, 

I do  not  believe  that  the  Irish  people  would  do 
that.  , , , 

1502.  Do  you  think  that  they  would  rather  go 
without?— I believe  that  they  would  rather  go 
without  than  lay  in  a stock.  The  Irish  people 
are  not  of  that  provident  nature,  especially  with 
regard  to  that  kind  of  thing. 

1503.  What  do  they  principally  drink ; do  they 

drink  spirits  or  beer  '/—They  drink  bad  spirits,  I 
think.  . . 

1504.  You  do  not  think  that  there  is  much 
•beer-drinking  in  that  class?— They  do  drink  beer, 
but  spirits  is  the  principal  drink.  _ 

1505.  When  they  drink  beer,  is  it  generally 
bottled  beer  or  draught  beer? — It  is  generally 
draught  beer,  I think  ; but  I do  not  speak  with 
much  authority  as  to  the  kind  of  drink  that  they 
take. 

1506.  Have  you  considered  the  question 
whether  making  it  difficult  for  people  to  get  the 
means  of  drinking  would  not  rather  tend  to  drive 
them  to  drinking  spirits  in  the  place  of  drinking 
beer  ? — I do  not  quite  understand  you.  _ 

1507.  Is  it  not  probable  that  if  you  diminished 
the  facilities  for  obtaining  beer  in  a condition  fit 
for  drinking  you  are  more  likely  to  drive  people 
to  take  spirits  in  place  of  beer  ? — 1 do  not  think 
so,  because  I would  put  equal  restrictions  on  both. 

1508.  But  the  restriction  does  not  apply  to 
spirits,  docs  it?— I think  it  would  apply  with 
regard  to  spirits  as  well  as  to  beer. 

Is09.  But  spirits  will  keep  in  bottle,  will  they 
not  ? — Yes,  and  beer  will  keep  in  bottle,  too;  it 
will  improve,  in  fact. 

1510.  But  beer  on  draught  has  to  be  drawn 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
fresh ; people  do  not  drink  beer  in  bottles  com- 
monly, do  they? — I think  the  rule  would  be  that 
they  would  drink  draught  beer. 

1511.  And  beer  on  draught  would  go  flat  if  it 
was  not  drunk  when  it  was  drawn  ? — It  would ; 
and  I do  not  think  it  would  go  flat. 

1512.  Do  you  not  think  that  reasonable  facili- 
ties for  obtaining  beer  on  draught  in  moderate 
quantities  would  not  conduce  to  people  drinking 
beer  who  would  otherwise  drink  spirits  ; have 
you  ever  thought  of  that  ? — I confess  that  I have 
not  thought  of  that  point ; but,  looking  at  it 
quickly,  I think  that  what  you  say  would  be  so. 

1513.  Would  you  prefer  that  people  should,  be 
a beer  - drinking  people  or  a spirit  - drinking 
people;  which  do  you  think  is  the  more  dele- 
terious '/—That  depends  entirely,  in  my  opinion, 
whether  they  drink  to  excess  the  one  or  the  . 
other.  I consider  that  a person  who  drinks 
spirits  in  Ireland  in  moderation  (and  when  we 
talk  of  spirits  in  Ireland  we  mean  whisky)  is 
much  less  likely  to  be  injured  by  it  than  a person 
who  drinks  beer  in  equal  moderation.  I think 
that  pure  whisky  is  perhaps  the  very  best  of  all 
drinks  that  a man  can  take. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

1514.  You  were  asked  your  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  statements  of  Dr.  M’Allister,  the 
Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor;  are  you  aware 
that  he  has  only  been  bishop  there  for  a com- 
paratively short  time  ? — Yes. 

1515.  And  that  formerly  he  was  parish  priest 
of  Ballycastle  for  a long  time?— I believe  so.. 

1516.  You  drew  a comparison  a short  time 
ago  between  the  populations  of  Belfast  and 
Dublin  with  regard  to  their  mode  of  living,  and 
you  stated  that  in  your  opinion  the  working 
classes  of  Belfast  had  better  house  accommoda- 
tion than  the  people  in  Dublin.  1 think  that 
that  opinion  only  referred  to  the  sort  of  house 
accommodation  that  is  available  for  the  people  in 
those  places  ; is  not  that  so  ? — Yes. 

1517.  You  have  been  asked  with  regard  to 
shebeens.  Do  you  not  think  that,  even  under  the 
present  law,  if  the  police  were  very  watchful  they 
could  really  stop  shebeening  ?— No ; I think  it 
would  be  quite  impossible. 

1518.  You  have  said  that  there  are  certain 
suggestions  which  you  are  prepared  to  recommend; 
what  changes  do  you  suggest  in  regard  to  she- 
beening ?— I have  a few  suggestions  written  down 
which  are  the  result  of  my  own  thoughts  solely, 
and  I propose  to  lay  them  before  the  Committee 
bye-and-bye. 

1519.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  read  them 
now  ?_I  can  do  so  if  the  Committee  wish  me  to 
do  so. 

Chairman. 

1520.  This  will  be  a very  good  time  for  you 
to  lay  your  suggestions  before  us ; will  you  kindly 
state  to  the  honourable  Member  your  suggestions 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  you  think  that  the  law 
might  be  improved  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  shebeening  and  illegal  trading,  and  dealing 
with  clubs  ? — Certainly. 

1521.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Harrel’s  evidence  on 
the  subject  of  the  improvement  of  the  law  ?— I 
think  I heard  most  of  his  evidence.  _ 
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Chairman — continued. 

1522.  Do  you  adopt  his  views,  or  have  you 
anything  to  add  to  them? — I have  formed  my 
own  opinions,  which  I think  will  not  collide  very 
much  with  his  ; but  they  were  my  own  thinking 
out,  and  were  not  founded  upon  his. 

Mr.  j tiiygar. 

1523.  Will  you  now  state  what  your  sugges- 
tions are  on  these  matters  ? — I consider  the  bona 
fide  traveller  clauses  the  blot  of  the  1872  Act ; 
but  if  you  retain  the  bona  fide  traveller  clauses 
I consider  that  the  radius  should  be  extended  to 
seven  miles  by  the  nearest  route,  whether  public 
highway  or  otherwise  ; that  is  to  say,  whether  on 
foot  or  by  water.  My  reason  for  that  is,  that  I 
have  known  places  where  people  have  just  come 
across  a bit  of  water  and  had  as  much  drink  as 
they  like,  whereas  in  other  places  they  would 
have  to  go  three  miles  regularly  as  the  crow  flies 
if  the  road  were  straight.  I would  confine  places 
where  bond  fide  travellers  may  be  supplied  to 
hotels  and  restaurants,  or  refreshment  rooms. 
There  is  a license  in  Ireland  known  as  the 
refreshment  room  wine  license.  I would  develope 
that  class  of  license  so  as  to  adapt  those 
places  for  supplying  bond  fide  travellers,  and  also 
persons  requiring  to  dine,  with  all  kinds  of  liquor; 
that  is  to  say,  with  any  kind  they  wished  to 
have,  but  prohibiting  the  sale  at  the  bar.  I 
would  let  them  sell,  say,  for  one  hour  on  Sundays, 
drink  to  be  consumed  off  the  premises  to  any 
person  applying  for  it.  That  would  be  in  order 
to  enable  a person  who  might  wish  to  got  draught 
beer  for  dinner  to  take  it  home  and  drink  it. 
That  I 'would  restrict  to  one  hour  on  Sunday, 
say,  from  one  o’clock  to  two  o’clock. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

1524.  Does  that  refer  only  to  wine  and  refresh- 
ment rooms? — I would  extend  the  publican’s 
license  to  wine  and  refreshment  rooms. 

1525.  For  one  hour  on  Sunday  ? — Yes.  Then 
I would  make  refreshment  rooms,  hotels,  &c., 
desiring  this  class  of  trade,  take  out  seven-day 
publicans’  licenses  and  exemption  orders.  I con- 
sider that  this  would  work  very  well,  and  that, 
while  not  denying  the  bora  fide  traveller,  the 
diner  at  home,  or  the  Sunday  diner-out,  reason- 
able refreshment,  it  would  prevent  the  mock 
traveller  from  getting  drink,  by  placing  him  in 
the  hands  of  more  responsible  traders,  who  would 
not  be  likely  to  risk  instant  loss  of  business  by 
supplying  him.  By  instant  loss  of  business  I 
mean  the  withdrawal  of  the  exemption  order, 
under  which  alone  they  could  work,  and  which 
power  of  withdrawal  the  grantors  of  exemption 
orders  now  have.  I would  say  that  clubs  should 
be  licensed  in  sums  adjustable  upon  the  valua- 
tion of  the  houses,  which  I consider  would  check 
bogus  clubs.  I do  not  believe  that  a bogus  club 
would  go  through  the  fonnality  and  incur  the 
expense  of  procuring  a license.  I would  give 
increased  power  in  respect  of  shebeen  houses  to 
the  police,  whereby  they  could  keep  them  in 
check.  To  do  this  I would  amend  Section  3 of 
the  Act  of  1872.  I consider  that  the  whole 
question  of  suppressing  shebeens  hangs  on  what 
1 am  now  stating.  I would  amend  Section  3 of 
the  Act  of  1872  by  inserting  the  words  “or 
keep  ” after  the  word  “ expose  ” in  that  section. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

As  the  law  now  stands  the  anomaly  exists  of 
having  power  under  this  section,  that  is  to  say. 
Section  3 of  the  Act  of  1872,  to  fine  an  unlicensed 
person  50  l.,  or  to  imprison  him  for  one  month 
with  much  heavier  penalties  for  subsequent 
offences  for  exposing  for  sale;  whereas,  for 
keeping  for  sale,  which  is  quite  as  bad  an  offence, 
and  one  which  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  detect, 
although  the  constable  is  authorised  by  the 
warrant  granted  under  Section  24  of  the  Act  ot 
1874  to  search  for  and  seize  liquors  so  kept  for 
sale,  yet  no  punishment  is  provided  for  the  owner 
beyond  the  forfeiture  of  the  stuff,  although  smart 
punishment  is  provided  for  persons  found  on  the 
premises  under  such  circumstances.  I cannot 
help  thinking  that  this  was  an  unintentional  slip 
in  the  Act  of  1872,  which  cripples  the  power  of 
the  law  in  the  suppression  of  shebeens,  and 
authorises  punishments  which  are  apparently  un- 
equal. This  apparent  anomaly  has  been  avoided 
in  the  17  & 18  Viet.  c.  89,  ss.  2, 3,  and  4,  where 
the  offence  of  keeping  is  treated  in  precisely  the 
same  manner  as  that  of  exposing  for  sale.  The 
person  supplied  at  the  bar  should  not  be  con- 
sidered as  the  guest  of  the  publican. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

1526.  That  is  not  the  case,  is  it  ? — I think  it 
is.  If  a publican  says  that  lie  gave  a man  drink 
as  his  friend  without  cost  it  will  be  accepted. 

Chairman. 

1527.  You  mean  that  the  fact  of  his  being  at 
the  bar  should  be  taken  as  conclusive  that  he  is 
not  a guest  of  the  publican  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

1528.  At  the  present  moment  that  would  rest 
with  the  magistrate,  would  it  not? — Yes;  and 
the  invariable  rule  is,  that  the  decision  is  in  favour 
of  the  publican  if  he  swears  that  he  gave  the 
man  drink  as  his  guest  without  payment ; and  1 
say,  without  the  least  hesitation,  that  I think  no 
Act  has  ever  been  passed  which  has  led  to  so 
much  perjury  as  this  very  Act.  I would  add 
the  words  “ or  harbours  any  drunken  person  ” to 
Section  13  of  the  Act  of  1872,  immediately  after 
the  words  “ drunken  person  ” in  that  section. 
That  is  a very  important  thing,  because  we 
find  it  very  hard  to  convict  a publican  of  per- 
mitting drunkenness  in  his  house.  It  is  no 
offence  if  you  go  in  and  find  a person  drunk 
unless  you  can  prove  that  the  publican  made 
him  drunk,  or  gave  him  drink  after  he  was 
drunk.  I think  that  the  publican  should  not 
be  allowed  to  retain  a drunken  person  on  his 
premises  without  informing  the  police  that  he 
is  there,  or  without  putting  him  out,  as  the  law 
at  present  authorises  him  to  do.  With  regard 
to  spirit  grocers,  I consider  that  drinking  on  spirit 
grocers’  premises  should  be  an  offence  on  the 
part  of  the  consumer  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the 
seller.  There  is  a great  deal  of  unfair  business 
done  by  spirit  grocers,  in  Belfast,  selling  for  con- 
sumption on  the  premises  contrary  to  law.  Several 
of  them,  at  least  a portion  of  them  (I  am  happy 
to  say  not  the  largest  portion  of  them),  have  what 
are  called  screens,  or  snuggeries,  in  their  houses, 
where  a man  goes  in  ana  drinks  illegally.  It 
is  impossible  for  the  policemen  to  detect  it,  because 

K the 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
the  moment  a policeman’s  head  is  put  in  at  the 
door  the  thing  is  over.  This  provision  would  be 
in  accordance  with  the  provision,  already  made, 
respecting  beer  dealers.  It  is  an  offence  for  the 
consumer,  in  the  case  of  the  beer  dealer,  and  it  is 
not  an  offence  for  the  consumer  in  the  case  of  a 
spirit  grocer.  The  police  should  have  the  power 
to  oppose  a spirit  grocer’s  license,  on  the  ground 
of  sufficiency  of  existing  accommodation.  This 
would  assimilate  the  law  as  regards  the  spirit 
grocers  in  this  respect  to  what  the  law  is  as  regards 
publicans.  I would  repeal  so  much  of  Section  88 
of  the  Act  of  1872  as  exempts  the  premises  of 
spirit  grocers  from  the  operation  of  the  preceding 
provisions  of  that  Act  relating  to  repeated  con- 
victions. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

1529.  Have  you  many  more  suggestions  of  this 
class  ? — I have  not  many  more. 

1530.  I ask  the  question  because  these  are  all 
amendments  on  the  spirit  laws  generally  rather 
than  amendments  bearing  on  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act.  Does  not  that  strike  you  ; your  suggestions 

. are  all  very  interesting,  and  I do  not  like  to  raise 
any  objection  to  them,  as  they  come  from  a man 
with  your  experience  ? — I have  not  many  more 
to  mention,  and  I do  not  wish  to  mention  any 
more  unless  the  Committee  desire  it. 

Chairman. 

1531.  No  doubt  any  suggestions  which  we 
must  entertain  must  bear  on  Sunday  closing  ; but 
as  there  has  been  evidence  of  an  apprehended 
increase  of  evasions  of  the  law,  any  suggestions 
in  the  direction  of  making  the  law  strong  in  that 
respect  would  be  admissible,  but  not  any  other 

eneral  amendments  of  the  law  ? — I will  try  and 

eep  within  exactly  what  I apprehend  to  be  your 
wish.  . I consider  that  the  spirit  grocers’  premises 
should  be  rated  at  30 1.  or  over. 

1532.  How  does  that  bear  upon  the  question  of 
Sunday  closing ; is  not  that  a general  suggestion 
in  relation  to  licensing  law? — It  would  be  with 
the  view  of  having  a better  class  of  house.  Then 
I would  suggest  the  same  ruling  as  regards  the 
valuation  of  public-houses  and  all  other  classes  of 
houses  having  licenses.  I consider  that  the 
ustices  should  have  power  to  close  spirit  grocers’ 

premises  in  anticipation  of,  or  during,  rioting, 
whether  on  Sunday  or  any  day,  the  same  as  they 
have  now  in  respect  to  publicans,  beer  retailers, 
and  wine  refreshment  houses  ; they  can  close  all 
these  places  except  the  spirit  grocers,  and  this 
leads,  1 consider,  to  a good  deal  of  drinking.  I 
consider  that  the  penalty  for  disobeying  should 
be  increased  from  2 1.  to  20Z.  If  a man  is  ordered 
by  the  magistrates  to  close  his  house  and  does 
not,  all  he  can  be  fined  is  2 /.,  whereas  he 
can  make  5 l.  in  five  minutes.  I also  think  that 
such  an  oflence  should  be  what  is  known  as  a 
recordable  offence  on  his  license.  There  are  some 
remarks  which  I would  wish  to  make  with  regard 
to  shebeening.  If  a policeman  enters  a house 
without  a warrant  and  finds  drinking  or  liquor 
unlawfully  there,  such  finding  should  justify  his 
acting  as  if  he  had  a warrant ; that  is  to  say, 
seizing  the  liquor  and  arresting,  &c.  the  persons 
drinking,  or  having  the  appearance  of  having 
been  recently  doing  so.  At  present  if  a police- 


Chairman — continued. 

man  enters  a house  without  a warrant  and  finds 
shebeening,  he  can  only  summon  the  owner  in 
the  case  of  a house  the  present  owner  or  occupier 
of  which  has  been  convicted  of  shebeening.  The 
policeman  should  have  the  power  to  demand 
entrance  to  the  premises  for  a period  of,  say,  five 
years  from  the  date  of  the  last  conviction,  and  to 
search  for  spirits  illegally  kept  there.  I think 
that  if  the  suggestions  I have  made  with  regard, 
to  shebeening  could  be  arranged  for  we  could 
very  readily  deal  with  shebeening. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

1533.  With  regard  to  this  question  of  she- 
beening, have  you  ever  heard  of  a large  distiller 
or  a large  brewer  sending  his  cart  to  supply  these 
shebeens?— I have  heard  such  things;  but  I 
cannot  speak  of  them  from  actual  knowledge. 

1534.  They  are  common,  at  any  rate  ? — I have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  such  a thing  is  done. 

1535.  Then,  in  fact,  these  shebeens,  as  a rule, 
actually  get  supplied  from  retail  licensed  pre- 
mises ? — Y es;  and  bogus  clubs  would  be  supplied 
from  the  same  source ; in  fact,  they  can  get  it 
from  nowhere  else  legally. 

1536.  You  gave  some  evidence  with  regard  to 
your  general  experience  in  small  towns  in  Ire- 
land : that  the  principal  drinking  is  on  fair  and 
market  days  ? — Fair  days  I have  always  looked, 
upon  in  the  south  as  occasions  when  you  might 
expect  a fight  and  everything  else. 

1537.  In  point  of  fact,  if  the  publicans  in  the 
villages  and  small  towns  in  Ireland  had  nothing 
but  the  local  consumption  of  people  living  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood,  they  could  not  exist; 
their  principal  source  of  income  is  from  fair  days 
and  market  days,  is  it  not  ? — I think  they  would 
not  iook  forward  to  a fair  day  with  the  same 
amount  of  satisfaction. 

1538.  A great  number  of  them  would  be  closed 
altogether,  would  they  not  ? — I would  not  say 
closed  altogether ; but  the  profits  would  be 
greatly  diminished. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

1539.  You  stated  that  in  Belfast  the  people 
would  accept  as  an  alternative  some  shortening 
of  the  hours? — Yes ; I think  they  would  prefer 
the  Sunday  closing  ; but  they  would  rather  get 
a shortening  of  the  hours  than  nothing. 

1540.  But  you  said  that  the  vast  majority 
would  be  in  favour  of  total  closing? — Yes. 

1541.  I see  that  in  1885  the  arrests  for 
drunkenness  were  438,  and  in  1886  they  were 
391 ; the  decrease  might  be  accounted  for,  of 
course,  by  the  want  of  employment  ? — It  is  419 
in  1885  as  against  391  in  1886. 

1542.  There  is  a large  decrease,  at  any  rate  ? 
— Yes  ; and  I accounted  for  that  by  saying  that 
the  police  had  other  fish  to  fry  then ; in  fact, 
they  could  not  attend  to  the  business. 

1543.  Would  it  not  also  arise  from  the  people 
not  having  so  much  money  as  usual  ? — I think  the 
want  of  money  is  no  stop  to  drinking. 

1544.  Why  would  it  not  be? — When  a man 
wants  to  drink,  if  a place  is  open  he  generally 
gets  the  drink. 

1545.  Are  there  many  deaths  from  drunken- 
ness in  Belfast  ? — I could  not  give  any  figures  on 

that ; 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY  CLOSING  ACTS  (IRELAND). 


75 


19  April  1888.] 


Mr.  Cameron. 


[ Continued 


Mr.  Tuite — continued. 

that ; but  where  there  is  such  an  immense  amount 
of  drunkenness  as  there  is  in  Belfast,  there  must 
be. 

1546.  On  the  whole,  if  the  people  of  Belfast 
had  the  power  in  their  own  hands,  do  you  think 
that  including  the  working  classes  and  merchants 
and  traders,  they  would  almost  all  unanimously 
agree  to  total  closing  ? — I should  say  that  75  per 
cent.,  if  not  more,  if  you  take  the  whole  town 
from  one  end  to  the.  other ; not  so  much  if  you 


take  the  workers  alone,  because  all  the 


upper 


classes,  or  better  classes,  or  however  you  describe 
them,  would  be  in  favour  of  closing.  I consider 
that  the  great  majority,  perhaps  80  per  cent,  of 
the  people  in  a higher  social  class  than  what  may 
be  described  as  the  workers  of  Belfast,  would  vote 
for  Sunday  closing. 

Mr.  j Peter  M‘  Donald. 

1547.  You  say  the  great  majority  of  the  better 
classes  would  be  in  favour  of  total  closing  ; and 
these  so-called  better  classes  are  the  people  who 
do  not.  use  the  public-houses  at  all;  is  not  that  so? 
My  answer  to  that  is  that  the  great  majority  of 
what  I will  call  the  upper  classes  would  be  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing,  and  that  those  people 
would  not  be  the  people  who  would  frequent 
public-houses. 

1548.  And  on  the  other  hand  those  who 
generally  use  the  public-houses,  or  have  need  to 
use  them,  are  those  who  would  be  in  favour  of 
their  being  kept  open ; is  not  that  so  ? — Yes,  I 
should  say  it  would  be  so. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

1549.  But  you  also  stated  that  60  or  70  per  cent, 
of  the  working  classes  of  Belfast  are  in  favour  of 
total  closing  ? — I do  state  that  distinctly. 

1550.  At  this  meeting  of  the  trade  at  Belfast, 
which  was  held  in  the  interest  of  closing,  were 
there  not  delegates  from  all  the  trades  of  Belfast, 
or  the  greater  part  of  them  ? — I did  not  analyze 
it,  and  I could  not  say  ; but  I consider  that  they 
were  so. 

Chairman. 

1551.  To  clear  up  a slight  misunderstand- 
ing ; is  this  your  evidence  or  is  it  not,  when  you 
Stated  the  feelings  of  the  classes  who  do  not 
frequent  the  public-houses ; you  gave  an  answer  to 
the  question  of  the  honourable  Member  for  Sligo, 

I wish  to  understand  what  your  answer  means  : is 
it  that  those  whom  you  have  stated  were  opposed 
to  Sunday  closing  in  Belfast  belong  to  the  class 
that  frequent  public-houses? — Yes. 

1552.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  mean  to  convey 
that  taking  the  class  who  frequent  public-houses, 
generally,  the  majority  would  be  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  ? — I mean  to  say  that  the  whole 
population,  as  a whole,  would  be  very  much  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing,  and  that  of  the  work- 
ing classes,  as  distinguished  from  the  other  class 
of  which  we  spoke,  the  majority  even  of  them 
would  be  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing ; that  is  to 
say,  that  the  majority  in  the  first  case  would  be 
about  80  per  cent.,  and  in  the  second  about  60 
per  cent.  ; but  that  is  only  my  idea. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

1558.  But  still  you  stated  that  the  majority  of 
those  who  were  not  of  the  upper  classes  would 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
desire  that  the  houses  should  still  continue  to  be 
open  ? — I did  not  state  that. 

Chairman. 

1554.  Would  you  now  give  us  your  distinct 
answer,  understanding  the  question.’  The  ques- 
tion is : What  do  you  think  would  be  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  class  who  frequent  public- 
houses  ? I believe  that  they  would  be  in  favour 
of  closing  them. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

1555.  You  stated  that  you  were  stationed  in 
the  country  districts  for  some  time  ?— Yes. 

1566.  Was  that  in  the  west  of  Ireland  ?— Tn 
the  west,  in  the  south,  and  in  the  centre. 

1557.  Were  you  there  previous  to  the  passing 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  ? — I was. 

1558.  Do  you  remember  that  there  was  con- 
siderable agitation  in  favour  of  the  Act  ?— Yes, 
I have  a recollection  of  that. 

1559.  And  even  among  the  working  classes 
they  were  in  favour  of  the  closing? — Yes;  I 
think  the  working  classes  in  the  South  and  West 
of  Ireland  at  that  time,  at  least,  would  have 
been  greatly  led  bythe  Roman  Catholic  clergy; 
at  least,  that  is  my  idea,  and  my  idea  as  regards 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  is  that  they  have 
always  been  in  favour  of  temperance  in  every 
shape  or  form. 

1560.  But  your  opinion  is  that  it  would  be  as 
well  to  leave  the  Act  as  it  stands  at  present,  so 
far  as  the  country  districts  are  concerned  ? — 
Certainly  ; I would  do  nothing  in  the  direction 
of  opening  the  public-houses  at  all. 

1561.  In  the  country  ? — Anywhere. 

1 562.  But  particularly  in  the  country? — I 
think  really  it  is  more  necessary  in  the  towns 
than  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Gent- Davis. 

1563.  One  question  with  regard  to  bogus  clubs. 

I ou  said  that  you  thought  that  the  clubs  and  the 
shebeens  were  supplied  from  those  holding 
licences  ; from  licensed  premises? — Yes. 

1564.  If  that  is  the  ca^fe,  how  do  you  account 
for  toe  enormous  increase  in  the  number  of 
detections  of  illicit  distillation  made  by  the  police 
last  year  over  the  previous  year? — I do  not 
quite  gather  the  point  of  your  question. 

1565.  There  was  a return  published,  and  I 
find  that  in  1887  the  number  of  detections  made 
by  the  police  of  illicit  distillation  was  1,186,  and 
in  1886  it  was  only  864  ; how  is  that  ? — That  is 
making  illicit  whisky  in  country  places. 

1566.  But  what  becomes  of  this  whisky  (I  do 
not  mean  ultimately,  I know  that)  but  where  is 
the  medium? — I think  the  illicit  whisky  in  Ire- 
land is  disposed  of  principally  by  the  makers  by 
private  sale:  first,  to  the  gentry;  secondly,  to 
the  farmers  in  the  country,  and  thirdly,  to  the 
publicans ; and  I believe  that  there  is  a great 
deal  of  whisky  sold  by  the  publicans  as  Parlia- 
mentary whisky  that  in  reality  is  a mixture  of 
what  we  call  potheen  and  Parliamentary  whisky. 
In  fact,  I think  that  illicit  whisky  enters  largely 
in  the  whole  of  the  trade. 

1567.  You  do  not  think  that  the  bogus  clubs 
are  supplied  from  the  people  who  make  this  illicit 

K 2 whisky  ? 
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Mr.  Gert- Davis — continued, 
whisky  ? — I am  not  talking  of  illicit  whisky  at 
the  bogus  clubs ; bogus  clubs  are  places  where 
they  get  Parliamentary  whisky. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1568.  Do  you  know  any  bogus  clubs? — No  ; 
I do  not. 

1569.  Then  why  do  you  talk  about  them?  — 
Because  I am  saying  what  it  will  be. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

1570.  I may  take  it  that  you  anticipate  that  if 
Sunday  closing  is  continued  in  Ireland,  bogus 
clubs  would  spring  up? — I consider  that  if 
Sunday  closing  be  introduced  into  Belfast  its 
tendency  would  be  to  produce  bogus  clubs,  unless 
the  law  is  made  capable  of  preventing  that,  and 
I think  the  way  of  making  the  law  capable  of 
preventing  it  is  by  a system  of  registration,  and 
by  bringing  them,  if  possible,  under  the  licensing 
laws. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

1571.  You  have  already  given  evidence  with 
regard  to  the  meeting  of  the  Belfast  working 
men  on  26th  March,  in  St.  George’s  Hall ; do  you 
think  that  that  meeting  represented  fairly  the 
working  men  of  Belfast? — I have  already 
stated  that  numerically  it  was  a very  small  re- 
presentation of  them  ; but  I believe  that  other- 
wise it  was  fair  enough. 

1572.  Are  you  aware  that  the  meeting  was 
not  convened  by  any  temperance  organisation  ? — 
It  was  so  stated  at  the  meeting. 

1573.  It  did  not  represent  any  particular  sect, 
creed,  or  party  ? — I think  not ; in  fact,  it  was 
stated  at  the  meeting  that  such  was  not  the 
case. 

1574.  Are  there  any  respectable  men  outside 
the  trade  in  Belfast  that  are  opposed  to  Sunday 
closing  ? — With  one  or  two  exceptions,  I never 
heard  of  a man  opposed  to  it  outside  of  the 
trade. 

1575.  Are  some  of  the  publicans  themselves 
in  favour  of  it  ? — I have  so  stated. 

1576.  Could  you  give  any  idea  what  propor- 
tion of  the  publicans  that  would  be  ? — I could 
not  give  an  idea  with  regard  to  the  whole  town  ; 
but  I am  aware  that  a witness  who1  will  come 
after  me  can  give  an  idea,  that  is  to  say,  of  his 
district,  which  is  about  one-fifth  of  the  town. 

1577.  What  proportion  of  the  people  who 
come  into  Belfast  from  Lisburn  and  other  places, 
come  to  enjoy  the  facilities  of  drinking? — A 
great  number  of  people ; in  fact,  one  train  comes 
from  Lisburn  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  they 
call  that  train  the  drunken  train  ; it  is  known  by 
that  name. 

1578.  That  leaves  Lisburn  about  three  o’clock, 
does  it  not? — Yes. 

1579.  Are  there  many  travellers  from  other 
places,  as  well  as  from  Lisburn,  that  come  into 
Belfast  for  that  purpose? — Yes,  a great  many 
people  on  the  Ligoniel  side,  a village  about  three 
miles  outside  of  Belfast,  come  in  to  a great  extent, 
and  it  has  been  reported  to  me  by  the  police 
that  they  return  in  a very  disorderly  state,  and 
give  great  annoyance  to  respectable  people 
coming  to  or  from  church  or  chapel. 

1580.  You  have  already  expressed  an  opinion 


Mr.  William  Johnston — -continued, 
that  the  working  people  of  Belfast  are  of  such 
an  independent  character  that  employers  would 
not  be  likely  to  dictate  successfully  as  to  their 
opinions  on  this  or  any  other  question? — Yes,  I 
could  not  help  being  struck  by  that. 

1581.  And  you  think  that  if  the  working 
men  generally  expressed  an  opinion  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  it  would  be  an  unbiassed 
opinion? — No  doubt  it  would  be  their  own 
unbiassed  and  impartial  opinion. 

1582.  Are  you  aware  that  this  question  of 
Sunday  Closing  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
electors  at  the  periods  of  election  ? — No  ; I do 
not  know  anything  about  elections. 

1583.  Some  reference  has  been  made  as  to  the 
number  of  arrests  and  convictions  on  Sunday 
during  the  10  years  subsequent  to  1875.  Would 
not  the  increase  of  population  during  those  10 
years  account  for  a portion  of  that  increase? — A 
portion  of  that  may  be  accounted  for  in  two  ways. 
First,  by  the  increase  of  population,  which  is 
something  like  3,000  per  annum  ; and  secondly, 
by  the  influx  of  people  from  the  surrounding 
towns,  owing  to  the  total  Sunday  Closing  Act 
not  being  in  operation  in  Belfast. 

Mr.  Lea. 

1584.  You  referred  to  the  Homan  Catholic 
Bishop  just  now ; do  you  mean  the  Bishop  of 
Down  ? — I mean  Dr.  McAllister. 

1585.  Is  he  Bishop  of  Down  ? — Yes  ; of  Down 
and  Connor. 

1586.  You  also  referred  to  the  sameness  of 
figures  in  the  number  of  arrests ; are  the  police 
more  strict,  or  equally  as  strict  now  as  they  used 
to  be  some  years  ago  in  reference  to  arrest  for 
drunkenness  ? — I think  the  instructions  to  the 
police  have  been  to  be  as  strict  always  as  they 
are  now ; but  occasionally  duties  which  are  more 
imperative  and  requiring  more  attention  will 
arise,  such  as  the  riots  in  Belfast. 

1587.  If  there,  were  drinking  at  bogus  clubs 
all  night  you  would  know  something  about  it,  I 
suppose  ? — I think  we  should  very  soon  find  it 
out  by  seeing  the  type  of  persons  who  came  out 
of  a certain  house ; but  all  that  we  could  do 
would  be  to  arrest  them  when  they  came  into  the 
street,  or  prosecute  them.  W e could  not  go  into 
their  club  any  more  than  we  could  go  into  any 
man’s  house. 

1588.  You  have  been  in  the  country  where  the 
Act  has  been  in  force  for  some  years?— Yes. 

1589.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  of  a 
bogus  club  existing  ? — I never  knew  a bogus 
club  anywhere. 

1590.  You  are  in  favour  of  making  the  present 
Act  permanent  wherever  it  is  in  force? — I am  ; 
and  I believe  that  the  bogus  club  scare,  as  I may 
call  it,  will  turn  out  eventually  not  to  be  so  great 
a matter  as  people  fancy. 

1591.  Even  in  Belfast  ? — I think  that  even  in 
Belfast  or  Dublin  and  such  places  it  might  be 
worse,  but  I do  not  think  that  you  will  find  any- 
thing of  the  kind  in  the  country  at  all. 

1592.  You  referred  to  the  managers  of  the 
factories  which  you  visited  as  being  temperance 
advocates  ; you  do  not  mean,  do  you,  that  they 
are  teetotallers  ? — No,  I have  already  explained 
that  I did  not  mean  that. 

1593.  Is 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1593.  Is  not  Belfast  the  most  important  indus- 
trial centre  in  Ireland ; have  you  not  a larger 
working-class  and  artizan  population  in  Belfast 
than  there  is  in  any  other  city  in  Ireland?— I 
am  not  prepared  to  state  definitely,  but  my  im- 
pression is  that  it  is  so.  Ther,e  are  a great  many 
men  of  the  same  class  in  Dublin  in  Guinness’ 
Brewery  and  other  places,  but  I will  say  that 
any  opinion  which  would  come  from  that  class  in 
Belfast  would  be  a very  sound  opinion. 

1594.  You  have  already  told  us  that  the 
population  of  Belfast  is  233,000? — That  is  what 
I estimate  it  to  be,  judging  by  the  natural  in- 
crease of  population  ; the  excess  of  the  birth 
rate  over  the  death  rate. 

1595.  And  that  it  is  a rapidly  growing  popu- 
lation?—Yes. 

1596.  And  your  belief  is  that  taking  all 
classes,  polled  as  you  would  poll  them  at  an  elec- 
tion, you  would  have  an  overwhelming  verdict 
in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing  in  Belfast?— 
I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  that. 

1597.  Coming  to  the  meetings  to  which  you 
have  referred,  did  you  ever  in  your  experience, 
since  you  went  to  Belfast,  know  of  a public 
meeting  being  convened  by  any  body  of  working 
men  to  oppose  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  being 
applied  to  Belfast  ? — The  only  meeting  that  I 
know  of  is  the  meeting  of  the  Licensed  Vintners, 
which  I mentioned. 

1598.  Then  you  do  not  know  of  any  meeting 
of  the  working  classes  being  convened  to  oppose 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  being  applied  to 
Belfast? — No. 

1599.  But  you  know  of  two  bond  fide  working 
men’s  meetings  being  held  to  advocate  its  exten- 
sion to  Belfast? — I know  of  one,  and  I have 
heard  of  the  other. 

1600.  You  have  been  asked  some  questions 
about  the  letter  of  the  Bishop  of  Down  and 
Connor;  do  you  know  of  any  other  Roman 
Catholic  bishop  in  Ireland  who  has  given . an 
expression  of  opinion  contrary  to  the  extension 
of  this  Act? — 1 do  not  know  any  Roman 
Catholic  bishop  pei'sonally,  but  I do  not  know 
of  their  having  done  so. 

1601.  You  have  had  quotations  read  to  you 
from  Dr.  M'Allister’s  letter  and  questions  asked 
upon  them,  but  this  quotation  was  not  put  to 
you  by  the  honourable  Member  for  Tipperary, 
who  cross-examined  you  about  that  letter  : “I 
would  prefer  to  see  the  Act  of  1878  renewed  in 
rural  districts ; ” do  you  know  that  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor? — 
lie  said  so  to  me. 

1602.  As  to  shebeening,  we  have  had  evidence 
from  Mr.  Harrell  and  Mr.  O’Donel  as  to  she- 
beening in  Dublin ; do  you  know  as  to  the  hours 
or  the  days  when  shebeening  mainly  takes  place 
in  Belfast? — I sliould  say  that  it  was  on  Sundays. 

1603.  What  do  you  mean  by  Sundays;  after 
the  hour  of  closing  on  Sunday  night,  or  after  the 
hour  of  closing  on  Saturday  night  and  early  on 
Sunday? — I mean  early  on  Sunday,  before  the 
public-houses- open  on  Sunday;  that  is  to  say, 
before  two  o’clock  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

1604.  That  is  when  the  main  shebeening  takes 
place  ? — That  is  my  impression. 

1605.  You  were  asked  the  question,  and  you 
gave  it  as  your  opinion  that  there  would  be  a 
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danger  of  people  drinking  bad  liquor  in  shebeens 
if  the  Act  were  applied  to  Belfast  ? — I think  they 
drink  bad  liquor  now  in  shebeens. 

1606.  Where  do  they  get  this  bad  liquor? — I 
think  there  is  a great  deal  of  adulteration  in  the 
whisky  trade. 

1607.  Who  adulterates  it;  is  it  the  publican 
or  the  shebeen  keeper? — I think  the  shebeen 
keeper  sells  it  as  he  gets  it,  as  a rule. 

1608.  Then  the  adulteration  is  done  by  the 
respectable  licensed  trader? — I would  not  say 
the  respectable  licensed  trader,  but  there  is  a 
minority  of  licensed  traders  who  are  not  respect- 
able. 

1609.  Then  the  publican  trade  is  responsible 
for  supplying  this  bad  liquor  to  the  shebeens,  in 
your  opinion? — I think  it  is  to  a great  extent. 

I would  go  as  far  as  this,  that  it  is  done  also  by 
the  shebeener ; I believe  it  is  done  by  both ; and 
I believe  that  anyone  dealing  in  the  liquor  traffic 
who  is  not  a very  superior  class  of  man  in  his 
walk  of  life  will  adulterate  and  do  all  sorts  of 
things. 

1610.  You  say  that  you  know  of  no  such  thing 
as  a bogus  club  in  Ireland  ? — That  is  so. 

1611.  With  regard  to  home  drinking,  you  have 
been  asked  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  people 
buying  drink  on  Saturday  night  and  consuming 
it  in  their  houses  on  Sunday,  in  the  event  of  total 
Sunday  closing  being  carried  ; and  you  gave  it 
as  your  opinion  that  you  did  not  think  it  would 
be  very  desirable  ? — I do  not  know  that  I 
expressed  that  opinion  exactly ; but  my  opinion 
is  that  it  would  not  occur,  and  I think  I gave 
that  before.  I think  I stated  before  that  if  they 
did  take  it  home  it  would  never  see  Sunday 
morning. 

1612.  I want  now  to  come  to  this  question  of 
home  drinking:  there  is  a very  large  class pf  the 
community  who  consume  beer  and  other  liquors 
at  home,  is  there  not  ? — Yes. 

1613. ’  Do  you  think  that  they  are  demoralised 
by  it  in  the  upper  and  middle  classes? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

1614.  Do  you  think  that  the  working  classes 
of  Belfast  are  so  deficient  in  self-control  that 
they  cannot  do  in  their  own  homes  what  the 
better  classes  and  upper  classes  do?  — I think  it 
is  a great  pity  that  they  should  not  be  educated 
into  it,  but  1 think  that  at  present  they  have  not 
been  so  educated. 

1615.  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  the  working- 
people  of  Belfast  have  not  the  self-control  that 
the  better  classes  have  ? — I do  not  wish  to  make 
any  such  expression  of  opinion  ; I will  confine 
myself  to  this.  In  the  first  place,  I think  that 
you  will  not  find  Irishmen  laying  in  drink  on 
Saturday  for  consumption  on  Sunday  ; and  in  the 
next  place,  I say  that  if  they  do  it  will  not  wait, 
till  Sunday  ; it  will  be  drunk  in  the  meantime. 

1616.  Then,  at  all  events,  it  will  not  be  the 
fault  of  the  liquor  if  it  does  not  keep? — That, 
of  course,  would  follow. 

1617.  Taking  the  managers  of  these  mills  and 
factories  which  you  visited,  when  you  say  that 
they  are  advocates  of  temperance,  do  you  mean 
by  that  that  they  are  actively  employed  in  advo- 
cating the  temperance  movement?  — L do  not 
mean  that  there  are  any  members  amongst  them 
of  what  is  called  the  Irish  Temperance  League  ; 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

I simply  think  that  they  are  men  who,  coming  in 
contact  with  a great  mass  of  the  artizans  and 
working  people,  have  had  it  impressed  upon  their 
minds  what  an  amount  of  good  might  arise  from 
doing  away  with  Sunday  and  Saturday-night 
drinking,  and  that  as  such  they  are  advocates  of 
temperance. 

1618.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  any  reflection  upon 
the  manager  of  a mill,  or  that  it  ought  to  detract 
from  your  opinion  of  him  on  this  question  in  any 
way,  if  he  desires  the  sobriety  of  those  under 
him  ? — I think  I need  hardly  answer  a question 
like  that. 

1619.  But  I want  you  to  answer  it?— Then  I 
say  that  I think  it  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  any 
man  who  tries  to  promote  temperance,  and  that  it 
ought  to  redound  to  his  credit,  and  does  redound 
to  his  credit. 

1620.  You  have  told  us  that  in  your  opinion 
the  working  men’s  homes  in  Belfast  are  better 
than  they  are  in  Dublin? — Far  better. 

1621.  And  you  have  also  given  it  as  your 
opinion  that  there  is  an  enormous  amount  of 
drunkenness  in  Belfast,  notwithstanding  that  their 
homes  are  much  better  than  those  in  Dublin  ? —I 
have. 

1622.  Are  you,  then,  of  opinion  that  the  real 
remedy  for  this  drunkenness  is  to  secure  better 
homes  for  the  people  ?--  I consider  that  a remedy 
for  drunkenness  would  be  to  secure  better  homes 
for  the  people,  because  I have  no  doubt  that  a 
man  having  a wretched  squalid  home  will  be 
driven  into  the  public-house,  or  into  any  place 
where  he  can  meet  congenial  company  ; but,  on 
the  other  hand,  I do  not  think  that  would  be  a 
complete  cure  for  it.  I find  in  Belfast  respect- 
able artizans’  houses,  and  I find  these  very  men 
sometimes  indulging  in  drink ; men  who  have  no 
such  excuse  as  poor  Dublin  mea  have. 

1623.  Do  you  think  that  temperance  and  better 
homes  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand  ? — I think  that, 
to  a certain  extent,  they  ought  to  go  hand  in 
hand  ; but,  no  matter  how  comfortable  a man’s 
home  is,  we  know  occasionally  from  sad  ex- 
perience that  he  will  give  way  to  drunkenness. 

1624.  With  regal’d  to  the  number  of  arrests, 
most  of  the  Committee  were  struck  with  the 
number  of  convictions  being  considerably  smaller 
than  the  number  of  arrests,  and  that  your 
returns  compared  with  the  Dublin  returns  in  a 
very  extraordinary  way  in  regard  to  that  fact. 
Do  you  know  that  when  Mr.  Clifford- Lloyd  and 
Mr.  Hamilton  were  magistrates  in  Belfast  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  letting  first  offenders  off  if 
they  signed  the  temperance  pledge? — I did  not 
know  that ; but  l know  that  four  or  five  years’ 
successive  mayors  in  Belfast  were  in  the  habit  o f 
attending  on  Sunday  mornings  and  discharo-ino-, 
with  a caution,  virtually  letting  off,  any  man  for 
drunkenness  when  it  was  the  first  offence. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

1625.  Was  there  a record  made  in  the  books  ? 

I do  not  think  there  was  ; it  would  not  be 

recorded  as  a caution. 

1626.  Is  a caution  a conviction?  — If  it  is 
recorded  I consider  that  it  would  be  in  the  case 
of  the  magistrates. 

1627.  Were  the  mayors’  cautions  on  Sunday 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
morning  recorded  ? — I cannot  tell  you,  but  I can 
have  it  for  you  by  return  of  post  if  you  wish  it. 

Chairman. 

1628.  We  have  had  evidence  from  the  city  of 
Dublin  that  when  a man  is  let  off  with  a caution 
it  is  stated  in  the  books  as  a conviction ; is  that 
the  practice  in  Belfast  ? — I think  it  is. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

1629.  As  regards  those  who  use  public-houses 
on  Sunday,  you  have  already  given  us  their 
opinion  that  even  the  majority  of  that  class  would 
be  glad  to  see  them  closed  in  Belfast  ? — All  I 
can  tell  you  is,  not  only  from  my  opinion,  but 
that  several  of  the  men  themselves,  in  my  rounds 
through  the  factories,  have  said,  “ We  wish  you 
could  save  us  from  ourselves.” 

1630.  With  regard  to  Saturday  night,  what  is 
the  number  of  arrests  ? — Roughly  speaking,  there 
are  about  double  the  number  that  night  to  what 
there  are  any  other  night  in  the  week. 

1631.  Do  you  know  at  all  what  is  the  opinion 
of  the  working  class  in  Belfast  regarding  Saturday 
closing  ? — I think  you  would  find  no  persons  in 
Belfast,  with  the  exception  of  a very  few,  not 
even  excepting  the  publicans  themselves,  who 
would  object  to  an  earlier  hour  of  closing  on 
Saturday, 

1 632.  Can  you  say  what  hour  is  generally  con- 
sidered a proper  one  ; nine  o’clock  ? — I am  not 
prepared  to  say  that.  Some  people  say  that  they 
should  be  closed  at  seven  o’clock,  and  others  say 
two  o’clock,  but  I think  that  nine  o’clock  is  a 
fairly  reasonable  and  moderate  hour. 

1633.  Then  your  evidence,  I take  it,  stands 
in  this  way  : that  as  regards  Saturday  you  would 
close  at  nine  o’clock  in  Belfast? — Yes. 

1634.  And  that  you  would  totally  close  on 
Sunday?— I would. 

1635.  And  you  believe  that  any  such  change 
as  that  would  be  sustained  by  public  opinion  in 
Belfast  ?—  I do. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

1636.  In  cross-examining  Mr.  Reed,  I asked 
him  this  question,  at  Number  154:  “You  have 
lived  in  Dublin  for  a long  time  and  know  Dublin 
well ; is  your  own  individual  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  compulsory  closing  of  public  - houses 
in  Dublin  ? ” and  his  reply  to  me  was : “ If  I 
express  my  own  private  view,  I should  like  to 
see  the  public-houses  closed  on  Sunday,  but  at 
the  same  time,  having  regard  to  the  feelings  of 
others,  I certainly  think  that  those  who  wish  to 
make  use  of  public-houses,  if  they  desire  to  do  so 
in  a large  majority  of  cases,  ought  not  to  be 
deprived  of  that  right ; but  if  a large  .majority 
say,  we  think  for  the  advantage  of  society,  we  are 
quite  willing  to  forego  the  right  that  we  at 
present  possess  of  entering  and  drinking  in 
public-houses  on  Sunday,  I think,  if  a large 
majority  hold  that  view,  it  is  quite  right  to  give 
way  to  it.”  That  is  to  say,  in  other  words,  Mr. 
Reed  says  that  whatever  the  majority  may 
decide  ought  to  be  carried  into  effect ; is  that 
your  opinion  also  ? — I think  I have  already  said 
that  my  opinion  is,  that  whatever  a large  ma- 
jority 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donuld — continued, 
jority  of  a community  wish  for  they  ought  to 
have. 

1637.  You  are  quite  in  accord  with  Mr.  Reed 
on  that  point? — Yes. 

1638.  A question  has  been  asked  you,  I think, 
by  one  of  my  honourable  friends  with  reference 
to  adulteration;  what  do  you  mean  by  adultera- 
tion ?— 1 am  afraid  you  would  have  to  get  some- 
body in  the  liquor  trade  to  explain  that! 

1639.  That  is  the  very  reason  why  I asked 
you  the  question?—!  can  tell  you  what  I believe 
to  be  adulteration,  and  what  1 consider  to  be  the 
effects  of  that.  Different  kinds  of  stuff,  I am 
not  prepared  to  state  what,  some  people  say 
vitriol,  others  say  spirits  of  wine,  and  others  say 
other  things,  are  supposed,  whether  rightly  or 
wrongly,  to  be  by  dishonest  traders  mixed  with 
whiskey.  At  any  rate,  the  result  is  that  very 
often  people  after  a very  small  amount  of  whiskey 
are  driven  nearly  mad. 

1640.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
this  notion  of  adulteration,  as  regards  your  de- 
scription of  it,  is  very  far  from  the  truth?— I 
hope  sincerely  that  that  is  the  case. 

1641.  Is  it  not  the  newness,  or  the  inferior 
quality  of  the  whiskey,  and  that  that  new  whiskey, 
or  inferior  whiskey,  is  bought  by  the  shebeen 
people  because  it  will  suit  their  purpose  the 
better,  and  not  adulteration ; it  is  nothing  more 
than,  buying  an  inferior  quality,  as  all  the 
qualities  are  made  by  the  distillers,  the  inferior 
as  well  as  of  superior  qualities? — Any  answer 
which  I have  given  with  regard  to  adulteration 
only  refers  to  the  class  of  traders  that  I describe 
as  dishonest  traders;  it  does  not  refer  to  the 
great  majority  of  traders,  who  are  most  respect- 
able men  and  would  not  do  it. 

Mr.  John  O Connor. 

1642.  Arising  out  of  the  questions  which  have 
been  asked  you  by  the  honourable  Member  for 
Derbyshire,  do  you  say  that  there  are  two  classes 
of  drunkenness  that  prevail  in  Belfast  ? — Yes. 

1643.  The  first  class  of  drunkenness,  you  say, 
leads  to  arrest  by  the  police,  and  there  is  another 
class  of  drunkenness  prevailing  in  Belfast  which 
is  untouched  by  the  police  ; what  did  you  mean 
by  that  ? — What  I meant  to  convey  by  that  was 
that  there  are  a lot  of  people  who  drink  in  their 
houses  whom  the  police  never  see,  and  could  not 
touch. 

1644.  There  are,  then,  two  classes  of  drunken- 
ness, one  of  which  leads  to  arrest,  and  the  other 
does  not  ? — Yes. 

1645.  Which  of  these  two  classes  do  you  con- 
sider the  worst  form  of  drunkenness?— 1 consider 
that  they  are  both  so  bad  in  their  effects  that  it 
would  be  very  hard  to  discriminate.  I think, 
perhaps,  the  lowest  and  meanest  is  the  man  who 
goes  and  drinks  like  a sot,  and  gets  drunk  in  his 
own  house  before  his  wife  and  children. 

1646.  In  your  opinion  will  Sunday  closing  in- 
crease or  diminish  that  class  of  drunkenness  ? — 
I think  it  might,  perhaps  a little,  increase  it  at 
first. 

1647.  Then  you  and  the  Bishop  of  Down  and 
Connor  are  at  one  on  this  point  with  regard  to 
the  evil  effects  arising  from  that  source  ? — I am 
glad  to  hear  so  ; I hope  we  are.  I think  at  first 
that  it  might  increase  that  sort  of  thing. 
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1648.  Does  the  fact  that  the  Bishop  of  Down 
and  Connor  was  parish  priest  of  Ballyeastle 
diminish  the  value  of  his  evidence  in  your 
opinion  ? — Not  at  all ; I think  it  rather  increases 
it.  1 think  that  his  opinion  deserves  every 
respect. 

1649.  He  is  a man  of  wide  experience  like 
yourself  both  of  town  and  country,  is  he  not? — 
He  is  a man  of  very  great  experience  and  know- 
ledge, and  a very  superior  man. 

1650.  And  you  will  admit,  of  course,  that  the 
Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  is  deeply  concerned 
for  the  morals  of  his  flock  ? — Certainly. 

1651.  And  he  would  be  likely  to  have  as  great 
a regard  for  the  morals  of  his  flock  as  any  man 
connected  with  the  official  administration  of  the 
law  ? — Quite  so. 

1652.  Have  you  mixed  much  with  the  people?' 
— Yes,  as  far  as  moving  about  in  Belfast  goes. 

1653.  What  reason  have  you  for  saying  that 
they  are  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  beyond 
your  visiting  the  mills  and  factories  recently  ? — 
Every  person  that  I have  spoken  to  within  a year 
and  a-half,  with  the  exception  of  half-a-dozen  or 
a dozen,  were  in  favour  of  it. 

1654.  Have  yon  been  making  inquiries  previ- 
ously to  receiving  instructions  to  give  evidence 
before  this  Committee  ? — Since  I knew  that  I 
was  going  to  come  here  I have  made  inquiries, 
and  before  that. 

1655.  How  long  ago  did  you  know  that  you 
were  coming  here?— Say  a couple  of  months 
ago. 

1656.  Since  Parliament  sat  ? — Yes. 

1657.  You  say  that  the  publican  supplies  bad 
liquor  to  the  shebeen  house,  or  would  be  likely 
to  do  so  ? — I consider  that  there  is  no  other  wny 
for  the  shebeener  to  get  it. 

1658.  That  is  to  say  that  this  publican  sup- 
plies bad  liquor  to  the  shebeen  house? — Yes,  I 
believe  he  does. 

1659.  Do  you  believe  that  the  publican  sup- 
plies the  sheebeeu  house  with  as  good  liquor  as 
he  would  sell  over  his  own  counter ; remember 
he  has  the  character  of  his  house  at  stake? — I 
think  that  the  shebeen-house  man  would  go  to  a 
class  of  publican  that  would  have  nothing  but 
bad  liquor;  he  would  not  go  to  a respectable 
publican,  but  to  a man  whom  I describe  as  a dis- 
honest publican,  and  anything  that  he  would  get 
there  would  be  bad. 

1660.  Do  you  not  know  that  a man,  no  matter 
whether  his  house  be  small  or  large,  would  be 
likely  to  sell  over  his  own  counter  a glass  of 
drink  that  will  not  diminish  his  character  ? — My 
own  experience  of  that  is  that  there  are  certain 
houses  and  certain  frequenters  of  those  houses 
who  would  consider  that  the  sale  of  good  whiskey 
or  good  liquor  would  greatly  injure  the  character 
of  the  house  in  question ; they  want  something, 
very  bad  and  very  strong,  I think. 

1661.  I am  afraid  you  are  not  a good  authority 
on  spirits? — Well,  I have  never  been  in  the 
trade. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1662.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  description  of  the 
kind  of  spirits  that  a late  Member  of  the  House 
used  to  tell  us  was  like  a torch-light  procession 
going  down  a man’s  throat  ? — I have  heard  of  a 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
whiskey  in  Ireland  called  cut-throat;  I do  not 
know  whether  that  would  be  a torch-light  pro- 
cession or  not.  I think,  in  one  word,  the  thing 
to  be  done  with  the  whiskey  is  to  put  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  best  man  you  can  get,  and  the  best 
houses,  and  then  trust  to  honest  respectable 
dealers  not  to  take  advantage  of  you. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

1663.  You  think  that  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sunday  would  lead  to  an  increased 
shebeening?--I  think  it  would  as  the  law  stands, 
unless  you  are  prepared  lo  make  the  hands  of  the 
police  stronger. 

1664.  You  are  not  acquainted  with  shebeen 
houses ; you  have  never  come  across  any,  per- 
haps ? — Yes,  I have. 

1665.  I merely  want  to  ask  you  one  question 
more  concerning  the  shebeening.  You  said  that 
the  fear  of  shebeening  as  the  result  of  Sunday 
closing  is  exaggerated  ? — I think  I said  that  I 
thought  the  idea  of  bogus  clubs  would  be  rather 
exaggerated.  That  is,  of  course,  only  a specula- 
tion. 

1666.  Then,  you  have  not  been  acquainted 
with  bogus  clubs? — I never  knew  one. 

1667.  You  have  been  stationed  in  the  country  ? 
—Yes. 

1668.  And  the  country  is  not  favourable,  you 
think,  to  the  establishment  of  bogus  clubs  ? — I 
never  knew  of  a bogus  club,  in  town  or  country, 
and  1 have  been  as  much  in  one  as  the  other. 

1669.  "VVliat  towns  have  you  been  in? — Cork, 
Limerick,  Galway,  and  Wexford.  Wexford  is 
not  exempted,  nor  is  Galway. 

1670.  Do  you  not  think  that  Belfast  and 
Dublin  would  be  towns  where  there  would  be 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor— continued, 
likely  to  be  a development  of  bogus  clubs  ?: — ' 
Yes  ; I think  if  they  exist  anywhere,  it  would, 
be  in  Belfast  and  Dublin. 

1671.  And  your  experience,  therefore,  does- 
not  apply  to  wiiat  is  likely  to  take  place  if  the 
Act  is  extended  ? — I can  only  give  you  my  idea, 
and  that  is,  that  if  bogus  clubs  do  arise  it  will  be 
in  the  large  centres. 

1672.  You  have  every  reason  to  feel  that,  I 
think  ? — I think  that  there  may  be  more  fear  of 
that  with  respect  to  Belfast  or  Dublin  than  in 
smaller  places  ; but  I think  that  the  fear  with 
respect  to  any  of  them  is  exaggerated. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

1673.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  possible 
to  meet  bogus  clubs  by  legislation? — Yes  ; and, 
besides,  two  wrongs  do  not  make  a right,  and  the 
right  thing  ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

1674.  The  question  was  asked,  a little  time 
ago,  about  illicit  distillation,  and,  I am  not  quite 
sure  I caught  your  answer.  What  do  you  sup- 
pose becomes  of  the  bulk  of  the  whiskey  which  is 
illicitly  distilled?— I think  the  bulk  of  the 
whiskey  which  is  illicitly  distilled  is  mixed  with 
Parliamentary  whiskey  by  dishonest  publicans, 
and  sold  over  the  country.  I think  that  a great 
portion  of  it  is  sold  to  the  people  all  round. 

1675.  In  country  districts? — Yes;  and  some- 
times to  the  better  classes  in  those  districts. 

1676.  Do  you  think  it  likely  that  the  sale  of 
illicit  whiskey  has  been  extended  in  consequence 
of  the  operation  of  the  Sunday  Early  Closing 
Act  in  the  country  districts? — I have  not  con- 
sidered that  question. 


Sir  James  Horner  IIaslett,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

1677.  You  are  Mayor  of  Belfast  ?— Yes. 

1678.  How  long  have  you  filled  that  post? — 
Last  year  and  this  year. 

1679.  Have  you  been  resident  in  Belfast  for 
many  years  ? — All  my  life. 

16S0.  Do  you  know  the  town  well? — Tes. 

1681.  You  are  a large  employer  of  labour  in 
Belfast,  are  you  not? — Yes. 

1682.  Have  you  formed  an  opinion  as  to  the 
advisability  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  to  Belfast  ?— My  individual 
opinion  is  very  strong  on  that  subject,  but  as  I 
am  a total  abstainer  it  may  be  taken  with  a grain 
salt. 

1683.  On  what  grounds  have  you  formed  that 
opinion  ? — My  individual  opinion,  of  course,  is  in 
relation  to  drink  and  the  Sabbath  ; but  I. have 
formed  an  opinion  that  Sunday  closing  is  desirable 
for  Belfast  from  mixing  with  the  inhabitants,  and 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants  gene- 
rally. 

1684.  Do  you  think  that  such  a measure  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants  generally,  or 
the  contrary  ? — I think  it  would  be  accept- 
able. 

1685.  Does  Sunday  drunkenness  exist  to  a 
great  extent  in  Belfast? — Considering  the  popu- 


Chairman  — continued. 

lation,  their  employment  and  means  of  life,  I do 
not  think  it  does. 

1686.  Then  you  disagree  in  that  respect  with 
the  last  witness  as  to  the  extent  of  Sunday 
drunkenness?  — I do  not  think  that  Sunday 
drunkenness  prevails  in  the  town  to  any  great 
extent  considering  the  population  and  their 
wealth,  and  their  means  of  living. 

1687.  What  is  the  extent,  in  your  opinion,  of 
excessive  drinking  on  Saturdays,  in  Belfast?— 
It  is  much  greater  than  it  is  on  Sundays  ; that  is 
to  say  the  cases  of  arrest,  and  so  forth,  from  10 
or  1 1 o’clock  on  Saturday  morning  to  two  or  three 
o’clock  on  Sunday  morning.  For  instance,  in 
1887  the  number  is  as  1,750  during  that  period  as 
to  336  on  Sunday. 

1688.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  how 
that  might  be  dealt  with  ?— My  own  opinion  is, 
that  taking  into  consideration  the  Irish  character, 
it  would  be  better  dealt  with  by  Sunday  closing 
than  by  any  other  means. 

1689.  Do  you  think  that  it  will  be  effectively 
and  completely  dealt  with  by  the  entire  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sundays  ? — I do  not  say  com- 
pletely ; but  it  could  be  diminished  and  effectively 
dealt  with. 

1690.  To  such  an  extent,  do  you  think,  as  to 
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Chairman — continued. 

render  unnecessary  any  further  or  additional 
shortening  oi  the  hours  on  Saturday,  a course 
which  has  been  suggested  as  an  ad  junct  to  Sunday 
closing? — I thmk  that  the  hours  might  fairly  be 
shortened  on  Saturday  night.  There  might  be 
some  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  hours  that  you 
should  fix.  The  present  hour  for  closing  is  11 
o’clock,  and  the  present  hour  for  opening  on 
Monday  mor  irig  is  seven  o’clock  ; possibly  there 
might  be  a mean  between  the  two,  making  the 
hour  of  opening  on  Monday  morning  eight  o’clock, 
and  on  Saturday  the  hour  for  closing  nfght  be 
either  nine  or  10  o’clock. 

1691.  Is  that  your  suggestion  to  the  Com- 
mittee?—I think  th  it  would  be  desirable. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

1692.  How  would  Sunday  closing  affect  Satur- 
day night’s  drinking? — I did  not  say  it  would. 

1693.  You  said  that  the  arrests  on  Saturday 
night  were  in  the  proportion  of  some  1,700  to  300 
for  Sunday? — In  round  numbers. 

1694.  And  then  you  stated  that  Sunday 
closing  would  be  an  effectual  remedy  ? — No,  I 
did  not  at  all ; you  are  reasoning  from  my  state- 
ment about  Sunday  closing  which  has  only 
reference  to  Sunday. 

1695.  We  will  pass  that  by ; you  are  a man 
of  very  strong  views  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Mayor, 
are  you  uot? — I hope  I hold  just  views;  I hold 
strong  views  on  most  subjects,  and  on  this  as  well 
as  any  other. 

_ 1696.  And  you  are  a man  of  Sabbatarian 
views,  I might  say  ? — I do  not  know  exactly 
what  you.  mean  by  Sabbatarian  views;  if  you 
will  define  it  I will  tell  you  at  once. 

1697.  I will  endeavour  to  illustrate  what  I 
mean  ; you  were  Mayor  of  Belfast  on  the  late 
visit  to  the  town  of  Lord  Londonderry  ? — I 
was. 

1698.  And  of  Prince  Edward  of  Saxe 
Weimar  ? — Yes  ; he  accompanied  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

1699.  You  had  the  toast  of  the  Queen  at  your 
hospitable  board? — Yes. 

1 7 CO.  And  you  declined  to  drink  it? — Indeed; 
I drank  it  with  all  my  heart. 

1701.  You  declined  to  drink  it  in  anything  but 
water  ? — In  pure  cold  water  I drank  it  with  a 
heartiness  that  would  have  done  you  good  ; I 
have  never  forced  my  views ; I think  that  the 
publicans  of  Belfast  will  say  that  possibly  I de- 
fend them,  and  deal  as  equitably  with  them  as 
any  man  in  Belfast. 

Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald. 

1702.  Have  you  any  connection,  directly  or 
indirectly,  with  any  public-house  in  Belfast  ? — 
No. 

1703.  Indirectly  ? — I am  not  conscious  of  it. 

1704.  Are  you  not  owner  or  landlord  of  some 
licensed  houses  ? — I am  not  aware  of  it.  If  you 
will  give  me  the  name  of  the  house  I will  tell 
you  ; the  only  thing  that  I can  recall  to  my 
memory  is  a public-house  in  Ormean-road ; I 
am  executor  of  the  late  owner  through  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  as  such,  I presume  I may  be 
said  to  touch  the  question  ; but  that  is  the  only 
case. 

1705.  But  you  would  personally,  and  by  per- 
0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  HP Donald — continued, 
sonally  I mean  according  to  your  own  private 
opinion,  object  to  public-houses  at  all  ? — Per- 
sonally, I would  rather  do  away  with  drink 
altogether,  but  with  regard  to  the  publicans,  ihey 
are  there,  and  all  I wish  is  that  the  trade  should 
be  carried  on  with  the  greatest  possible  good,  if 
it  is  good  at  all,  and  the  least  possible  incon- 
venience to  the  public. 

1706.  Consequently,  when  you  give  your 
opinion,  we  must  naturally  discount  it,  more  or 
less,  considering  what  your  personal  views  are  t 
— If  a man’s  personal  views  must  discount  his 
opinion. 

1707.  Do  you  know  the  whole  of  Belfast 
perfectly  well? — Yes;  I am  not  aware  of  any 
district  that  I do  not  know. 

1708.  And  you  apply  your  opinions  to  every 
portion  of  Belfast  ? — If  you  mean  my  opinion  as 
to  the  desirability  of  closing,  I should  apply  it 
to  every  portion. 

1709.  Would  you  not  consider  that  a hardship 
towards  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community  ? — 
I do  not  think  so  ; I think  that  if  you  asked  the 
poorer  classes,  both  the  person  who  is  connected 
with  the  drink  itself  and  his  family,  and  polled 
them,  they  would  be  on  my  side. 

1710.  But  would  you  not  think  that  it  would 
be  only  fair  and  equitable  that  the  people  who 
require  to  use  these  public-houses  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  as  well  as  those  who 
personally  object  to  them? — But  I do  consider 
them  ; it  is  not  my  personal  feeling ; but  from 
my  strong  and  close  intercourse  with  the  artizans, 
who  are,  presumably,  the  people  who  do  require 
them,  and  whq  have  not  cellers  of  their  own,  I 
think  that  the  majority  of  the  artizans  and 
tradespeople  and  workers  in  Belfast  would  be  in 
favour  of  closing. 

1711.  That  is  not  what  I asked;  I asked  you 
whether  their  views  should  not  be  taken  into 
consideration  quite  as  much  as  the  views  of  those 
who  were  known  to  be  advocates  of  teetotalism, 
or  who  desired  Sunday  closing?— I am  not 
expressing  the  views  of  the  advocates  of  teetota- 
lism ; I am  expressing  the  views  of  the  artizans 
of  Belfast. 

1712.  And  if  the  principle  of  local  option 
were  applied,  do  you  think  that  the  user  or  con- 
sumer as  well  as  any  other  member  of  the  com- 
munity should  be  accorded  the  right  to  express 
his  opinion  ? — Clearly.  I am  merely  stating  so 
far  as  I can,  that  opinion  concentrated  in  myself; 
I have  no  means  of  taking  it  by  vote. 

1713.  As  the  chief  magistrate  of  Belfast,  I 
presume  you  attend  the  police  courts? — Yes,  I 
do  regularly  in  my  rota. 

1714.  Are  there  very  many  cases  of  drunk- 
enness brought  before  you  ? — Not  before  me 
personally;  the  position  that  I usually  occupy' 
in  the  court  is  in  the  summons  court ; and  the 
number  of  parties  summoned  there  for  drunken- 
ness is  not  very  great ; but  I am  aware  that 
there  are  a number  of  cases  in  the  other  court. 
There  are  two  courts  in  Belfast,  one  the  custody 
court,  and  the  other  the  summons  court. 

1715.  On  what  day  of  the  week  do  you  con- 
sider that  the  largest  number  is  brought  before 
you?— The  largest  number  is  on  Monday  as  a 
rule,  because  it  involves  the  two  days  ; it  is  fair 
to  say  that. 

L 1716.  Then 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

17 in.  Then  the  increase  in  the  number  on 
Monday  is  caused  by  the  fact  that  there  are  two 
days  to  be  taken  into  account  instead  of  one. 
Would  you  not  consider  that,  on  the  whole, 
Belfast  is  an  orderly  town,  and  that  the  people 
are  perhaps  as  little  prone  to  drunkenness  as 
they  are  in  any  other  part  of  the  country  ?■ — • 
I think  it  is  both  an  orderly  town,  and  that  the 
people  arc  of  very  good  character,  taking  them 
all  in  all. 

1717.  Then,  if  the  people  of  the  town  be  so 
orderly,  as  a general  rule,  why  is  it  necessary  to 
impose  additional  restrictions  on  them  ? — I pre- 
sume that  legislation  goes  on  with  a view  to 
improve,  not  to  be  satisfied  with  past  ex- 
perience, but  to  improve  the  condition. 

1718.  Then  do  you  think  that  a man  who  is 
doing  well  ought  to  be  forced  to  do  better  ? — 
I think  that  in  the  case  of  a man  who  is  doing 
well,  and  can  be  at  least  led  to  do  better,  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  do  so. 

1719.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to 
what  the  result  of  total  Sunday  closing  in 
Belfast  would  be  ? — I should  hope  that  it  would 
be  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  people. 
If  you  mean  as  to  the  number  of  people  that  get 
drunk,  I think  it  would  be  diminished. 

1720.  You  have  not  considered,  perhaps,  what 
would  probably  be  the  ill-effects  of  total  closing 
in  Belfast  ? — A very  necessary  point  in  relation 
to  that  would  be  illicit  sales  from  one  cause  or 
other. 

1721.  As  a reasonable  man,  do  not  you  think 
that  these  illicit  sales  would  be  very  considerably 
increased  by  the  total  closing? — I do  nor. 

1722.  Why? — I presume  you  know  our  Irish 
people  as  well  as  I do.  I am  glad  to  say  that 
they  seldom  drink  for  the  sake  of  drinking. 

1723.  That  is  quite  true. — Their  habits  are 
social,  and  very  frequently  a man  drinks  because 
a place  is  there  into  which  he  could  ask  his  friend, 
a place  which  he  would  pass  by  and  never  think 
of  such  a thing  were  it  not  open.  A man  would 
rarely  take  a friend  to  a shebeen  or  illicit  place. 

1724.  That  is  so  as  a general  rule;  but  the 
police  officers  whom  we  have  examined,  and  one 
of  the  police  magistrates  has  given  us  the  opinion 
that  notwithstanding  the  hospitable  intentions 
of  Irishmen,  there  is  also  another  tendency,  and 
that  is  to  get  drunk  while  the  money  is  to  be 
had  ? — There  is  a crop  of  people  who  are  found 
constantly  coming  up  again  and  again  in  your 
police  court,  the  soddened  drinker.  That  man 
will  have  drink.  But  by  degrees  he  will  pass 
away  from  society  ; he.  will  die  out,  and  we  hope 
that  the  seed  will  not  be  re-produced,  and  the 
crop  will  cease. 

1725.  You  know  what  is  meant  by  bogus  clubs, 
I presume  ? — From  descriptions. 

1726.  You  have  none  of  them  in  Belfast,  I 
daresay? — Not  that  I am  aware  ot.  You  have 
mentioned  a club,  and  the  only  place  I can  think 
of  is  a billiaid-room,  as  we  know  it,  above  Leahy 
and  Kelly’s  place. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

1727.  Is  that  known  as  the  Athameun.  Club  ? 
— I never  heard  the  term  though  I have  lived  in 
Belfast  all  my  life.  There  arc  several  places ; 
but  if  it  is  the  place  I mean,  it  is  at  the  corner  of 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

Castle-place.  I think  it  fair  to  absent  men  to 
state,  that  I am  sure  that  the  state  of  tilings 
which  has  been  represented  here,  would  be  ut- 
terly opposed  by  the  firm  of  Leahy  and  Kelly, 
who  are  most  respectable  men  ; and  if  it  is  meant 
that  whole  nights’  proceedings  would  be  carried 
on  there  in  their  name,  it  is  just  to  them  to  say 
that  I am  satisfied  it  would  be  opposed  to  their 
desire. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

1728..  May  I take  it  from  you  as  your  opinion 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  generally,  are 
strongly  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sundays  ? 
—I  think  it  is  so. 

1729.  Would  you  expect  any  opposition  or 
difficulty  in  carrying  out  entire  Sunday  closing 
in  Belfast? — Not  beyond  the  opposition  of  men 
who  are  constant  drinkers.  As  to  rioting  or 
otherwise  I anticipate  none. 

1730.  There  would  be  no  disturbance  of  any 
kind? — No. 

Mr.  A yg-  Gardner. 

1731.  I think  you  said  that  you  do  not  con- 
sider drunkenness  to  be  prevalent  to  any  great 
extent  in  Belfast  r — I think  not,  considering 
what  the  means  of  the  people  are. 

1732.  Then  why  do  yon  wish  to  close  the 
public-houses  on  Sunday? — In  order  to  save  the 
number  that  we  have  as  far  as  possible. 

1733.  Might  not  that  be  more  effectually  done 
by  preventing  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  at 
all? — Yes,  if  you  go  through  with  it. 

1734.  Are  you  prepared  to  prevent  the  sale 
of  intoxicatiug  liquors  at  hotels  and  refreshment- 
houses? — If  that  is  what  you  allude  to,  when 
that  Bill  comes  up  I will  give  you  an  opinion 
upon  it ; but  it  is  so  far  in  the  distance  that 
I should  not  care  to  enter  upon  the  question 
now. 

1735.  But  in  Belfast  you  would  allow  hotels 
to  keep  open  ? — But  the  hotels  are  governed  by 
the  same  laws. 

1736.  No? — Yes,  they  are  common  licensed 
houses  ; they  have  no  special  privileges. 

Chairman. 

1737.  They  all  have  the  same  publican’s  li- 
cense ? — Yes. 

Mr.  A yg- Gardner. 

1738.  Butin  the  refieshment-rooms  they  can 
sell  intoxicating  liquor  to  people  who  choose  to 
dine;  people  living  in  the  hotel? — Yes,  they 
must  be.  people  living  in  the  hotel. 

1739.  But  they  can  bring  guests  in? — I think 
not.  A resident  in  an  hotel  can  bring  in  guests 
during  open  hours,  but  not  beyond  that. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

1740.  1 desire  to  ask  \ou  what  is  the  feeling 
of  the  Town  Council  of  Belfast  on  the  question 
of  Sunday  closing  ? — I have  never  put  it  to 
them  ; we  rarely  interfere- in  such  things  as  poli- 
tical or  social  matters. 

1741.  The  matter  has  never  been  before  the 
council?— It  has  never  Been  before  the  council 
as  a council. 

1742.  You  think  that  if  public-houses  were 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

closed  on  Sundays  it  would  not  cause  great  in- 
convenience to  tlie  general  public  ? — I think  so. 

I do  not  think  that  the  general  public  would 
suffer,  and  I think  that  a large  number  of  the 
respectable  publicans  themselves  desire  to  be  re- 
lieved on  that  day. 

1743.  In  fact,  to  have  a day’s  rest? — Yes.  And 
in  addition  to  that  the  2,500,  or  so,  people  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  would  have  their  day  of  rest, 
whereas  at  present  they  are  five  or  six  hours 
occupied. 

1744.  You  stated  that  a great  number  of  the 
public  would  not  go  into  the  houses  if  they  were 
not  open  ; that  is  to  say,  if  the  houses  were 
closed  they  would  pass  on  with  their  friends? — 
I think  the  supply  creates  the  demand  occa- 
sionally. 

1745.  Specially  on  Sundays? — Yes,  it  is  com- 
paratively an  idle  day. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

1745.  Mr.  Cameron  rather  expressed  as  his 
views  that  something  like  one-half  of  the  working 
population  of  Belfast  were  addicted  to  excessive 
drinking.  I gather  you  consider  that  an  exces- 
sive estimate? — Yes,  you  have  on  the  Sunday 
12  or  14  arrests,  out  of  the  population  of  233,000. 
Presumably  you  have  60,000  working  men,  and 
you  have  12  or  14  arrests.  That  speaks  for  itself. 

174-7.  Do  you  consider  that  the  number  of 
arrests  represent  substantially  the  gross  amount 
of  excessive  drinking  on  Sundays? — I presume 
that  the  police,  according  to  their  regulations, 
would  not  arrest  a man  who  is  making  his  way 
home  (just  as  is  the  case  here,  and  I think  pro- 
perl  y)  in  the  hands  of  his  friends;  therefore  I do 
not  say  that  these  figux-es  absolutely  show  the 
amount  of  drinking  which  exists ; but  they  show 
all  the  demoralising  drunkenness. 

1748.  It  has  been  stated  that  some  mayors  of 
Belfast  have  been  in  the  habit  of  going  down  on 
Sunday  morning  to  the  court  to  discharge  first 
offenders;  are  you  aware  of  that? — Yes,  that 
custom  prevailed  for  a considerable  length  of 
time. 

1749,  Have  you  ever  done  that  yourself? — 
Yes,  not  during  my  mayoralty,  but  as  a magis- 
trate. But  the  means  of  dealing  with  the  case 
now  is  t'rnt  the  constable  in  charge  has  the  power 
of  releasing  a man  to  appear  on  summons. 

1751).  In  that  case  he  takes  his  name,  I sup- 
pose, so  that  he  would  know  him  again? — Yes, 
he  is  brought  in  and  detained  overnight. 

1751.  What  I mean  is  that  the  same  man  could 
not  come  up  a second  time  as  a first  offender? — 
No ; he  is  brought  up  in  the  morning  and  dis- 
charged ; that  is  counted  as  his  first  appearance 
by  a common  rule  amongst  the  magistrates.  If 
he  is  quiet  and  taken  charge  of  he  is  discharged; 
but  that  is  the  record. 

Chairman. 

1752.  How  is  that  recorded  in  the  books,  as  a 
conviction? — Yes,  as  a conviction.  When  the 
magistrate  has  arrived  at  a conclusion  as  to  his 
guilt  or  otherwise  he  asks  the  constable,  Has 
this  man  been  here  before ; he  replies,  yes,  on 
such  a day,  when  he  was  discharged  for  being 
drunk.  Then  it  is  considered  a second  offence  if 
he  comes  up  again. 
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Chairman — continued. 

1753.  When  he  is  discharged  from  the  first 
offence  is  that  discharge  entered  in  the  book.--  as 
a conviction? — Critically  you  may  not  say  it  is 
a conviction  ; but  it  is  entered  as  his  having 
been  there ; and  if  he  is  brought  up  within  12 
months  again,  it  is  considered  to  be  a second 
offence  in  the  12  months  ; so  that  practically  it 
is  regarded  as  a conviction  in  the  measurement  of 
his  punishment. 

1754.  1 want  to  call  your  attention  to  a curious 
difference  between  the  returns,  namely,  that  in 
Dublin  there  is  a very  small  per-centage  indeed 
of  non-convictions  ; whereas  in  Belfast  the  per- 
centage is  very  considerable.  It  has  occurred  to 
us  that  that  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  practice 
which  you  have  mentioned.  We  want  clearly  to 
understand  whether,  when  an  offender  is  brought 
up  for  the  first  time  and  discharged,  you  consider 
that  that  operation  would  be  included  within  the 
return  which  we  have  got  of  convictions? — It 
should;  but  I do  not  know  whether  it  does.  It 
would  be  a matter  of  ascertaining  from  the  chief 
clerk  on  what  ground  he  has  reckoned  these  con- 
victions ; but  1 think  you  will  find  that  it  does 
come  in  so. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

1755.  Holding  the  views  which  you  do,  you 
take  an  interest  in  spreading  the  principles  of 
sobriety,  I take  it,  among  the  population  of  Bel- 
fast.?— Yes. 

1756.  Are  strong  efforts  made  to  spread  the 
idea  of  habits  of  sobriety  in  Belfast? — Yes. 

1757.  Do  you  consider  that  they  are  having 
good  effect  upon  the  population  ? — I think  so. 

1758.  Do  you  think  that  Belfast  is  becoming 
more  sober? —I  would  decidedly  think  so. 

1759.  You  spoke  of  people  going  to  public- 
houses  from  motives  of  good  fellowship.  Are 
there  places  to  which  they  can  resort  conveniently 
where  intoxicating  liquors  are  not  sold? — A 
large  number. 

1760.  Are  any  of  those  places  open  on  Sun- 
days?— I am  not  aware  that  they  arc. 

1761.  Do  you  advocate  the  opening  of  those 
places  on  Sundays? — I would  advocate  any- 
thing that  would  give  people  a reasonable  oppor- 
tunity of  refreshing  themselves.  I am  not  in 
the  strictest  sense  a Sabbatarian,  that  is,  I 
would  desire  as  liberally  as  possible,  consistent 
with  the  occupation  of  other  people,  to  grant  all 
reasonable  means  whereby  a party  could  have 
a cup  of  tea  or  a cup  of  coffee  or  whatever  was 
necessary ; but  I think  that  the  first  place  in 
which  to  show  friendship  is  your  own  home. 

1762.  But  with  regard  to  people  living  in 
small  houses,  and  so  on,  do  you  think  that  there 
is  any  necessity  or  no  necessity  for  giving  facili- 
ties for  the  supply  of  a moderate  amount  of  beer 
and  things  of  that  kind  ? — Situated  as  we  are  in 
Belfast,  our  circumstances  are  entirely  different, 
I gather  from  those  which  would  prompt  such  a 
question.  Such  a thing  as  beer  in  the  houses  of 
the  better  classes  of  Belfast  would  never  be 
known,  I mean  what  you  understand  in  England 
as  ordinary  home  beer.  The  bulk  of  the  beer 
drunk  in  private  houses  is  in  bottles,  such  a 
thing  as  canning  a jug  of  beer  or  porter  is 
scarcely  known  in  our  district ; our  conditions  of 
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Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
life  are  entirely  different.  I think  that  our 
self-contained  houses  would  by  degrees  give  to 
the  man  an  educated  means  of  enjoying  their 
homes  without  needing  to  resort  to  the  public- 
house. 

1763.  Would  they  take  any  kind  of  intoxicating 
liquors  at  their  homes,  do  you  think  ? — The  old 
toper  could  never  keep  a bottle  of  anything  till 
Sunday  morning.  I am  quite  convinced  of  that ; 
but  I think  that  the  intelligent  men  should  be 
and  would  be  educated  to  that. 

1764.  Do  you  think  that  the  average  artisan  in 
Belfast  is  now  a sufficiently  self-controlled  man 
to  do  that  ? — I think  that  there  is  not  likely  to  be 
the  slightest  danger  arising  from  that.  I think 
that  the  necessary  control  of  a man’s  family 
would  have  a happy  influence  in  keeping  him 
from  excess.  Very  few  men  will  go  to  excess  in 
the  presence  of  their  children. 

1765.  You  have  a good  many  seamen  in  Bel- 
fast from  time  to  time,  have  you  not? — -Not 
many  ; we  have  a large  seafaring  population,  but 
there  are  not  so  many  vessels  that  it  would 
necessitate  an  accommodation  for  seamen  beyond 
our  Seaman’s  Home.  We  have  a large  seafaring 
population,  but  our  seamen  are  not  a roving 
population  to  any  great  extent. 

1766.  You  say  that  you  consider  that  many 
publicans  desire  to  be  relieved  from  Sunday 
trade  ? — Yes. 

1767.  Has  any  inquiry  been  made  among 
them  on  that  point? — Yes;  I know  it  from  my 
own  inquiry  ; and  I believe  that  further  inquiries 
have  been  made ; the  chief  difficulty  is  that  if 
a publican  closes  on  Sunday  (and  if  he  does  it  is 
a voluntary  act  on  his  part),  he  may  close  alto- 
gether ; lie  may  have  customers  who  will  threaten 
him,  and  oblige  him  to  keep  open  on  Sunday, 
because  they  may  say  to  him  : If  you  close  on 
Sunday  we  shall  not  come  to  you  on  week  day ; 
therefore  he  is  not  a free  agent. 

1768.  Y”ou  have  heard,  I believe,  suggestions 
which  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Cameron  of  what 
he  considers  to  be  the  proper  adjuncts  to  extend- 
ing Sunday  closing  to  Belfast ; do  you  agree 
with  those  suggestions? — I have  never  had  an 
opportunity  of  thinking  them  over;  the  chief 
difficulty  which  I have  heard  stated  is  in  connec- 
tion with  shebeening;  I do  not  think  that 
shebeens  prevail  in  Belfast  to  such  an  extent  as 
people  imagine,  considering  the  large  population; 
and  where  they  do  prevail  they  are  chiefly  con- 
nected with  the  lowest  class  of  house. 

1769.  Then  you  look  upon  the  want  of  taking 
intoxicating  liquors  as  rather  an  artificial  want  ? 
— I think  so  ; it  is  an  educated  want,  I suppose. 

1770.  And  the  people  would  not  miss  it,  you 
think,  if  they  did  not  get  an  opportunity  of 
gratifying  it  on  Sunday  ? — I do  not  think  they 
would  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

Mr.  Biggur. 

1771.  About  the  relative  number  of  arrests 
for  drunkenness  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  you 
state  that  the  number  is  very  much  larger  on 
Saturday  than  on  Sunday  ? — I will  give  you  the 
official  statistics  for  this  year. 

1772.  1 do  not  care  for  the  actual  number?  — 
The  numbers  are  as  1748  to  334. 

1773.  Public-houses  are  opened,  are  they  not, 


Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

on  Saturday  for  16  hours?— Yes;  from  7 a.m.  to 

11  p.m. 

1774.  How  many  hours  are  they  opened  on 
Sunday  ? — From  two  to  seven,  that  is  five  hours. 

1775.  That  is  rather  less  than  a third,  so  that 
in  point  of  fact,  the  relative  proportion  is  not  so 
very  great,  considering  the  number  of  hours  as 
appears  at  first  sight  ? — No;  unless  it  be  that  if 
a man  knows  that  he  has  only  five  hours  he 
occupies  the  time  with  great  diligence. 

1776.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  absence 
of  a large  proportion  of  Harland  and  Wolff’s 
men  on  a particular  dajr.  That  comes  to  this, 
does  it  not,  that  that  arose  from  a large  propor- 
tion of  the  men  having  taken  drink  ; it  was  after 
Easter;  that  was  the  innuendo,  was  it  not? — 
I did  not  catch  what  Mr.  Cameron  said. 

1777.  It  was  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the 
honourable  Member  who  asked  the  question  that 
that  was  the  natural  explanation,  namely,  that  a 
large  portion  of  Harland  and  Wolff’s  men  were 
absent  from  having  taken  drink  after  the  holi- 
day ? — I heard  Mr.  Cameron  say  that  one  half  of 
the  men  were  absent ; but  it  would  be  grossly 
wrong  to  state  that  one  half  of  .the  men  were 
absent  on  account  of  drink.  The  men  occupied 
in  this  industry  are  men  earning  good  wages,  and 
I should  say  that  in  Easter  week  a large  propor- 
tion of  them  had  left  town  and  gone  into  the 
country.  I think  it  would  be  quite  erroneous  to 
state  that  their  absence  was  due  to  drink.  The 
conclusion  on  both  sides  would  be  entirely  wrong ; 
I mean  the  conclusion  that  the  sober  men  only 
were  there ; it  might  be  the  needy  men  who  were 
there. 

1778.  Supposing  that  a man  gets  incapacitated 
for  work  on  Saturday,  do  you  not  think  it  would 
be  a great  advantage  that  he  should  have  absolute 
absence  from  drink  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  fit 
for  work  on  Monday  morning,  instead  of  having 
two  days’  drink  ? — 1 should  think  so  ; but  I have 
heard  it  said  that  the  hair  of  the  dog  that  bit 
them  is  a good  thing  on  Sundays.  I am  not  able 
to  speak  from  experience  as  to  that.  Certainly 
if  you  can  save  a man  from  himself  that  is  a most 
desirable  thing. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1779.  With  regard  to  the  effect  of  Sunday 
drinking  upon  the  rest  of  the  week,  do  you  not 
think  to  begin  the  week  well  with  working  men 
tends  to  carry  them  through  it  safely  ? — I think 
it  is  desirable. 

1780.  That  is  to  say,  if  a man  is  sober  on 
Sunday,  is  he  not  more  likely  to  go  to  work  on 
Monday,  and  keep  at  it  the  whole  week? — Yes, 
decidedly. 

1781.  Then  that  might  be  one  way  in  which 
Sunday  closing  might  be  looked  upon  as  likely 
to  affect  the  drinking  of  the  whole  week? — Yes, 
and  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

1782.  You  have  illicit  sale  in  shebeens  now, 
have  you  not  ? — Yes. 

1783.  But  you  do  not  hear  of  anybody,  because 
you  have  that  illicit  sale,  proposing  to  remove 
the  present  restrictions  upon  the  sale  of  drink 
No. 

1784.  We  have  had  it  in  evidence  here  that 
total  closing  would  inconvenience  a certain 
number  of  young  men  who  are  in  lodgings,  and 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
who  must  necessarily  dine  out  on  Sundays;  do 
you  know  of  a single  restaurant  in  the  town  of 
Belfast  that  is  open  on  Sundays? — No. 

1785.  You  do  not  know  of  one? — No. 

1786.  The  people  who  are  arrested  on  Sundays, 
I suppose,  are  either  drunk  and  incapable  or  drunk 
and  disorderly? — No.  The  two  extremes  do  not 
follow  ; you  have  a happy  medium  between  the 
two. 

1787.  Speaking  of  those  who  are  arrested,  is 
it  not  the  fact  that  they  are  charged  with  being 
either  drunk  and  incapable  or  drunk  and  dis- 
orderly ? — No.  They  may  be  charged  with  being 
drunk  ; it  does  not  follow  that  the  charge  is  for 
being  drunk  and  incapable.  The  man  may  not 
be  lying  on  the  ground. 

1788.  But  you  would  not  say  that  the  arrests 
for  drunkenness  in  Belfast  represent,  accurately, 
all  the  people  who  are  injured  by  drink  on  the 
Sunday  ? — No. 

1789.  Regarding  the  Corporation  of  Belfast, 
did  I understand  you  as  saying  that  the  Cor- 
poration have  expressed  no  opinion  upon  this 
matter? — They  have  never  been  asked  to  do 
so. 

1790.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a public  meeting 
being  convened  by  the  working  men  of  Belfast, 
or  any  class  outside  the  licensed  trade,  to  protest 
against  Sunday  closing  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

1791.  You  have  been  Mayor  of  Belfast  two 
years,  and  you  have  lived  all  your  life  there  ? — 
Yes. 

1792.  Would  it  be  possible  for  an  important 
meeting  to  be  held  in  the  town  of  Belfast,  against 
this  measure  without  you  knowing  something  of 
it? — It  would  not. 

1793.  We  have  had  it  in  evidence  that  there 
are  more  than  700  places  for  the  sale  of  intoxica- 
ting liquors  in  the  town  of  Belfast ; have  you 
any  idea  of  the  number  of  people  employed  in 
these  houses? — There  are  about  820  places,  I 
think. 

1794.  Have  you  any  idea,  roughly,  of  the 
number  of  employes  in  these  houses? — Certainly  ; 
I think  there  would  be  three  at  least,  if  not  four, 
to  each  on  an  average. 

1795.  That  would  be  something  between  2,000 
and  3,000  employes,  we  may  take  it,  in  these 
houses  ? — Yes. 

1796.  What  are  the  average  hours  that  a 
working  man  works  in  Belfast  ? — About  54,  I 
think,  in  the  trade. 

1797.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  in  the  town  of  Bel- 
fast the  public-houses  are  open  for  101  hours 
per  week,  that  is  to  say,  16  hours  on  week-days 
and  five  on  Sunday 7 — Yes;  I believe  they  are. 

1798.  Therefore,  the  employes  in  the  public- 
houses  are  employed  for  101  hours  per  week, 
whilst  the  employes  of  all  other  industries  in 
Belfast  are  only  employed  54  hours  per  week,  or 
nine  hours  per  day? — I would  not  say  that  of  all 
the  industries  ; the  trade  industries  are  governed 
by  the  trade  laws  ; and  you  have  a large  number 
of  employes  in  the  shops  who  work  longer  hours 
than  54. 

1799.  Do  you  know  any  shop  in  Belfast  where 
the  employes  are  employed  for  101  hours? — 
1 do  not. 

1800.  Do  you  know  any  industry  in  Belfast  of 
any  kind  whatever  where  the  employes  are  sub- 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
jected  to  101  hours  per  week,  save  and  except 
this  public-house  industry  ? — I do  not. 

1801.  And  after  a lifetime  spent  in  Belfast, 
and  having  been  twice  Mayor  of  Belfast,  and 
knowing  the  opinion  of  all  classes  of  the  people  of 
that  town,  you  believe  that  Sunday  closing 
would  be  welcomed  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  and  you  think  that  the  public-houses 
might  .reasonably  be  closed  on  Saturday  night  at 
nine  o’clock? — My  opinion  is  that  the  town 
would  be  benefited  by  that;  and  I believe  that 
the  people,  if  polled,  would,  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  declare  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing. 
Whether  the  question  has  been  brought  definitely 
before  them  as  to  Saturday  I could  not  expressly 
say,  but  my  own  feeling  is,  from  the  number  of 
arrests  that  are  made,  and  from  the  fact  that  the 
industries  give  over  work  at  two.  that  it  is  unfair 
to  have  that  class  of  house  which  produces  so 
much  of  these  arrests,  open  until  11  o’clock. 
The  community  deserves  some  consideration,  I 
think. 

1 802.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  ministers 
in  Belfast  ? — I do. 

1803.  Do  you  believe  that  they  are  strongly 
in  favour  of  early  closing  on  Saturday  night? — 
I think  they  are. 

1804.  Largely  on  the  ground,  I suppose,  that 
the  keeping  open  of  public-houses  to  1 1 o’clock 
on  Saturday  night  is  a very  bad  preparation  for 
the  Sabbath  ? — I think  it  is. 

1805.  I am  speaking  of  their  opinion? — Their 
opinion  decidedly  is  that  it  is  a bad  preparation  ; 
the  owner  of  a public-house  is,  of  course,  kept 
there  until  12,  or  very  nearly  so. 

1806.  .And  therefore  the  101  hours  do  not. 
represent  the  total  time  that  the  employes  are: 
employed  ? — No,  because  in  the  majority  of  the 
places  on  Sunday,  parties  go  in  at  11  or  12  in  the 
morning  to  get  the  place  cleared  up  after  closing 
at  11  on  Saturday  night,  to  be  ready  for  the  2 
o’clock  opening  on  Sunday. 

1807.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  expression  of 
opinion  from  the  employes  of  public -houses 
against  this  system  ? — I could  scarcely  state  that ; 
that  would  bring  an  employ^  in  antagonism  to 
his  employer. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

1808.  Arising  out  of  the  questions  of  the 
honourable  Member  for  Sligo,  your  attention 
was  drawn  to  some  meetings  held  in  Belfast 
where  resolutions  were  passed  in  favour  of  the 
extension  of  the  Act  to  the  town  ? — It  was. 

1809.  Are  you  aware  that  one  of  the  meetings 
was  composed  of  1,000  persons? — I have  heard 
that  there  were  from  1,000  to  2,000  persons 
present,  it  was  so  stated. 

1810.  And  another  meeting  was  composed  of 
about  300  or  400  people  ? — Yes. 

1811.  Do  you  consider  that  a fair  representa- 
tion of  the  opinion  of  the  working  classes  of 
Belfast? — I would  think  so,  considering  the 
condit’on  under  which  the  meeting  was  called. 

1812.  What  was  that  condition? — In  regard 
to  the  first  meeting,  it  was  a calling  together  of 
the  working  people  ; the  condition  of  the  smaller 
meeting  was  that  they  should  be  Rechabites,  or 
parties  specially  interested  in  the  order  of 

L 3 Rechabites; 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 
Bechabites  ; I take  the  one  to  be  larger  than  the 
other  because  of  that  restriction. 

1813.  The  first  meeting  was  a public  meeting, 
was  it  not?— Yes. 

1814.  Convened  by  posters? — Yes. 

1815.  And  there  are  17,500  working  men  in 
Belfast  ? — Far  more  than  that. 

1816.  Well,  a very  great  number? — Yes. 

1817.  There  are  100,000  working  men  I sup- 
pose?— No  ; I suppose  there  are  from  60,000  to 
70,000. 

1818.  Notwithstanding  that  this  meeting 
was  convened  by  poster,  and  with  all  due  regard 
for  publicity  of  every  kind,  do  you  consider 
1,000  persons  as  representative  of  the  opinion  of 
the  vast  majority  of  the  working  men  who  are 
said  to  be  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ? — I think 
it  fairly  represents  their  opinion. 

1819.  There  has  been  a line  of  examination 
indulged  in  based  upon  premises  which  1 want 
to  question.  There  are  700  public-houses,  are 
there  not? — There  arc  about  800,  including  the 
spirit  grocers. 

1820.  And  you  said  that  there  are  about  three 
employes  in  each  place?— I expect  it  would 
amount  to  that ; in  some  there  are  a great  many 
more,  and  in  some,  of  course,  less. 

1821.  Is  it  notthefact  in  Belfast,  as  it  is  in  places 
I am  acquainted  with,  that  many  of  those  shops 
are  conducted  by  the  people  who  own  them  ? — I 
would  consider  that  they  are  parties  employed. 
If  a man  and  his  wife  are  employed,  and  a young 
man  with  them,  I would  count  them  as  three. 

1822.  But  they  are  not  constantly  employed, 
are  they? — Yes;  how  else  would  they  conduct 
the  business  if  they  are  conducting  it  them- 
selves ? 

1823.  Are  there  not  always  some  houses  where 
drink  is  not  always  being  sold? — Yes,  but  they 
must  wait  till  their  customers  come  in.  A young 
man  behind  the  counter  in  a shop  may  be  said 
not  to  be  constantly  employed,  but  if  he  has  to 
wait  there  for  any  customers  that  may  come  in, 
1 certainly  think  he  is  employed. 

1824.  Do  you  consider  that  a person  living  in 
his  own  house  is  in  constant  employment? — I 
consider  that  if  a man  is  living  upstairs,  who 
keeps  a liar  downstairs,  and  remains  in  the  bar 
for  the  service  of  his  customers,  he  is  certainly 
employed. 

1825.  Do  you  look  upon  him  in  the  sense  of 


Mr.  John  O’  Connor — continued, 
an  employe  ? — Yes  ; I consider  that  he  is  a man 
employed  in  business. 

1826.  Is  it  not  a stretch  of  imagination  to 
consider  him,  or  his  wife  or  daughter,  an  em- 
ploye ? — 1 think  I am  employed  at  my  business 
12  hours  a day,  or  close  upon  it. 

1827.  When  you  are  in  your  own  private 
house,  do  you  consider  that  you  are  so  employed  ? 
— No  ; but  I am  not  at  my  business  there. 

1828.  Do  you  not  consider  three  a very  high 
estimate  ? — I am  afraid  that  you  are  going  on  a 
wrong  assumption;  I said  that  there  were  2,500 
employed  at  this  business  distributing. 

1829.  Do  not  you  think  three  persons  a very 
high  average  number  to  give  to  each  house  ? — I 
do  not  think  so. 

1830.  Are  there  not  many  public-houses  where 
one  person  would  be  sufficient  to  conduct  the 
business?— I daresay  ; but  I think  in  that  case 
1 should  reckon  the  man  and  his  wife.  And  then 
there  are  very  many  where  six  or  seven  are 
employed. 

1831.  Where  the  number  is  greater  rather 
than  less,  do  not  they  get  holidays,  and  days  off, 
and  hours  off  during  the  week  ? —I  am  not  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  business  to  be  able 
to  say  whether  that  is  so  or  not. 

1832.  Have  you  not  given  your  opinion  to  the 
honourable  Member  for  South  Tyrone  that  they 
were  being  worked  for  101  hours  a week  ?— The 
honourable  Member  asked  me  if  I knew  of  any 
other  industry  where  the  parties  were  worked 
101  hours  but  this,  and  I said  that  I was  not 
aware  of  it. 

1833.  Do  you  know  that  where  there  is  more 
than  one  person  employed  in  the  conduct  of  a 
public-house,  they  get  in  their  turn  evenings  of 
recreation? — I would  hope  so;  i am  not  con- 
versant with  the  matter. 

1834.  And  they  get  holidays  ? — I presume  so, 
the  same  as  many  other  businesses.  We  all  give 
our  employes  a week  or  a fortnight,  according  to 
the  rule  of  the  house,  and  I presume  that  the 
young  men  in  those  houses  get  the  same. 

1835.  On  the  whole,  then,  we  may  take  it  that 
they  are  not  treated  in  the  hard  manner  sought 
to  be  urged  upon  us?— But  if  one  man  works  54 
hours  a week,  and  gets  a holiday,  and  another 
works  101  hours  and  gets  a holiday,  I think  the 
hardship  still  exists. 


Mr.  Thomas  Coeless,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

1836.  In  consequence  of  your  name  having 
been  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  evidence 
which  has  been  given  to  this  Committee;  you  are 
anxious,  I believe,  to  make  a short  statement. 
You  have  handed  in  a document  showing  that  the 
cost  of  the  provisions  used  in  your  business  for 
the  years  ending  the  30th  of  November  1885, 
30th  of  November  1886,  and  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber 1887,  amounted  altogether  to  19,456  7.  ISs.  3<7. 
Is  that  the  amount  of  the  cost  of  the  provisions, 
taking  them  at  cost  prices,  used  for  those  three 
years  ? — Y es. 

1837.  You  have  handed  in  a statement  of  the 


Chair  m an — continue  d . 

liquors  used  for  the  same  three  years,  showing 
that  in  1885  the  cost  of  the  liquors  used  was 
4,049  7.  10s.  1 d.,  in  1886  it  was  4,167  s.  18s.-5</., 
and  in  1887  it  was  3,674  7.  2 s.  6 d.,  making  alto- 
gether a total  of  11,891  7.  11s.,  for  liquors  con- 
sumed during  those  three  years;  is  that  so? — 
Yes,  but  there  is  about  1,500  7.  for  cigars  included 
in  that. 

1838.  You  have  also  given  us  the  general 
details  of  the  working  expenses,  showing  that  for 
the  first  year  the  cost  of  the  working  expenses 
was  3,508  l . 10  s.  Id.,  for  the  second  year  it  was 
3,747  7.  10  s.,  and  for  the  third  year  it  was 
3,2507. 
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Mr.  Corless. 


T Continued. 


Chairman — continued. 

3,250  l.  17  s.  4 (l,  making  altogether  a total  of 
10,506 1.  17  s.  do  you  give  those  as  the 
figures  relating  to  that  item? — Yes,  and  the 
Committee  will  see  that  that  statement  is  vouched 
by  a most  respectable  firm  of  auditors. 

1839.  It  is  audited,  I see,  by  the  firm  of 
O’Hart,  Cunningham  & Co.,  whom  we  know  to 
be  a respectable  fix-m  of  auditors  in  Dublin  ? 
— That  is  so.  You  will  see  that  on  the  other  side 
I have  given  a statement  of  what  the  premises 
have  cost  me,  showing  that  they  have  cost  me 
20,000/.  I have  got  a seven-day  licence,  but  I 
have  never  used  it. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

1840.  Are  you  under  any  arrangement  with 
the  Recorder  not  to  use  it? — My  brother  took 
it  out  in  1876,  but  he  never  opened. 

1841.  I was  under  the  impression,  and  I told 
the  honourable  Member  for  Tipperax-y  so,  that 
it  was  a six-day  licence : as  a matter  of  fact, 
you  do  not  open  at  all  on  Sunday,  do  you  ? — We 
never  have  since  1862. 

1842.  But  you  have  a seven-day  license? — 
Yes,  I have  not  got  it  at  present. 

1843.  What  kind  of  license  have  you  now 
under  which  you  sell? — We  only  use  a six- day 
license;  we  have  got  a license  for  sevexx  days,  but 
we  never  use  it. 

1844.  That  is  to  say,  as  a matter  of  fact,  you 
have  a six-day  license ; therefore,  the  evidence 
you  give  hex-e  to  day  has  no  relation  to  the  ques- 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
tion  of  Sunday  closing,  because  you  do  not  open 
on  Sunday? — No. 

1845.  Then  what  is  the  purport  of  your 
evidence  ; what  do  you  put  this  statement  in 
for? — For  this  purpose : the  house  costs  me  a 
great  deal  of  money,  and  if  I have  to  shut  up  at 
ten  o’clock  the  same  as  an  ordinary  licensed 
house,  that  would  be  a very  great  hardship 
indeed. 

1846.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  houses  like  yours 
have  been  allowed  by  the  police  authorities 
to  remain  open  after  the  ox-dinary  closing  houx-s 
for  the  supply  of  food  ? -No. 

1847.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  the  Committee  that 
your  house  has  not  been  open  till  one  and  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning  for  the  supply  of  food  ? — 
It  was  up  to  three  years  ago  open  to  about  12.30; 
but  it  has  not  been  since. 

1848.  Then  your  case  is  as  regards  Saturday 
night? — Yes. 

1849.  You  are  against  the  one  hour  being 
taken  off  on  Saturday  night  ? — It  would  be 
simply  ruinous  to  me. 

1850.  Do  you  supply  much  food  on  Saturday 
night? — Yes,  after  the  theatres  and  other  places 
of  amusement  are  closed ; if  I am  to  shut  up  an  hour 
eax-lier  I might  as  well  shut  at  seven  at  once. 

1851.  But  the  theatres  do  not  close  till  eleven, 
axxd  you  are  already  closed  then,  are  you  not  ? — 
I was  in  hopes  that  I might  get  an  extension. 

1852.  Anyhow,  it  comes  to  this:  that  your 
objectioxx  is  to  Saturday  early  closing? — Yes. 
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MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Lea. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mrs  Rowntree. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  William  Davis,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

1853.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  the  town  of 
Belfast  ? — I am  District  Inspector  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary. 

1854.  How  long  have  yon  held  that  office?— 
I have  been  in  Belfast  since  the  1st  of  June 
last- 

1855.  What  position  did  yon  hold  in  the  con- 
stabulary before  then  ? — I was  district  inspector 
in  Kerry. 

1856.  In  what  part  of  Kerry  ? — Castleisland. 

1857.  Have  you  devoted  attention  to  the  Sun- 
day closing  question,  and  the  other  questions 
connected  with  it? — Since  I understood  that  I 
was  coming  before  this  Committee  to  give 
evidence,  I have  endeavoured  to  work  myself  up 
on  tbe  subject  as  well  as  I possibly  cou'd. 

1858.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  upon  the 
question  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  1878.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  first 
your  own  individual  opinion  ; have  you  been  able 
to  form  an  opinion  independently  of  what  others 
have  told  you  ?— My  own  private  opinion  is  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing,  but  I should  prefer 
that  the  people  to  be  effected  should  state  their 
opinions. 

1859.  Have  you  taken  steps  to  obtain  t hir 
opinions? — I have. 

1860.  What  classes  have  you  communicated 
with  ? — I have  gone  to  several  mills  and  had 
interviews  with  a good  many  of  the  workmen, 
and  the  majority,  as  far  as  I could  gather  their 
opinions,  were  very  much  in  favour  of  the  total 
closing  of  public  houses  on  Sundays. 

1861.  How  did  you  visit  those  mills ; was  it  in 
consequence  of  an  appointment? — No,  it  was  not 
by  appointment.  There  was  one  visit,  however, 
very  much  in  the  nature  of  an  appointment,  be- 
cause I was  late  in  going  to  it,  and  the  men  were 
leaving  off  work,  and  it  was  known  that  I should 
be  there  next  day. 

1862.  What  mill  was  that  ? — It  was  Workman 
and  Clarke’s  shipbuilding  yard. 

1863.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Cameron’s  evidence 
that  he  had  visited  those  mills  ? — Yes  ; my  visits 
were  in  company  with  Mr.  Cameron. 


Chairman — continued. 

1864.  The  result  of  course  is  identical,  then? 
— Yes,  it  is  identical. 

1865.  You  heard  Mr.  Cameron  give  his  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee,  did  you  not  ? — Yes, 
I did. 

1866.  Then  your  version  is  that  you  accompa- 
nied him  on  those  occasions  ? — Yes  ; after  he  came 
away  I took  other  means  of  ascertaining  the 
opinions  of  the  people  ; I attended  some  meet- 
ings in  Belfast. 

1867.  Will  you  be  as  specific  as  you  can  as  to 
the  meetings  you  attended? — I attended  a meet- 
ing of  working  men  at  St.  George’s  Hall  on  the 
26th  of  March. 

1868.  Was  that  meeting  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  Mr.  Cameron’s  evidence  ? — It  was. 

1869.  How  was  that  meeting  convened? — It 
was  convened  by  the  working  men. 

1870.  It  was  a public  meeting,  was  it  not? — 
Yes,  it  was  a public  meeting;  I heard  the 
addresses  that  were  delivered  there  ; they  were 
all  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  and  when  the 
several  resolutions  were  put  to  the  audience  they 
were  approved  of. 

1871.  As  far  as  you  were  able  to  judge,  was 
that  a meeting  for  the  discussion  of  both  sides  of 
the  question? — No,  certainly  not. 

1872.  The  meeting  was  convened  by  the  advo- 
cates of  Sunday  closing  ? — Yes,  it  was. 

1873.  About  how  many  persons  were  there? 
— I should  say  1,000  at  least. 

1874.  Were  there  any  other  meetings  that  you 
attended? — Yes,' I attended  another  meeting 
upon  the  12th  of  April  convened  by  the  Recha- 
bites. 

1875.  That  is  the  meeting  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Cameron  ? — Y es ; but  he  was  not  there. 

1876.  But  it  is  the  same  meeting? — Yes. 

1877.  What  occurred  there? — The  people 
were  there  also  unanimously  in  favour  of  the 
total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays. 

1878.  Have  you  a record  of  any  other  meet- 
ing ? — Yes,  I had  a letter  this  morning  from  a 
gentleman  enclosing  a copy  of  a resolution  passed 

at 
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Chairman — continued. 

at  a public  meeting  in  the  Methodist  School  in 
Agnes-street,  Belfast,  on  Friday  the  20th  of 
April. 

1879.  It  has  come  to  your  knowledge  that 
there  has  been  another  meeting,  but  I presume 
you  do  not  know  the  circumstances  of  that  meet- 
ing ? — No  ; this  letter  is  from  the  minister  of  the 
church. 

1880.  Are  you  aware  of  any  meetings  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question  ? — Yes;  there  was  one 
meeting  held  by  the  Licensed  Vintners. 

1881.  When  was  that?— I do  not  know;  I 
was  not  present. 

1882;  Have  you  taken  any  other  means  of 
ascertaining  the  opinions  of  all  kinds  of  people  ? 
— I have  spoken  to  several  people  in  Belfast. 

1883.  But  of  what  kind ; were  they  clergy- 
men, employers  of  labour,  or  what? — There 
were  some  clergymen  and  some  employers  of 
labour. 

1884.  With  what  result?— With  the  result 
that  they  were  certainly  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing ; I should  add  that  at  those  other  places 
I went  to,  there  was  a minority  in  favour  of 
Sunday  opening. 

1885.  That  is  to  say,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
26th,  or  at  the  Rechabite  meeting? — No,  those 
were  unanimous. 

1886.  But  the  Committee  have  had  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Cameron  as  to  a division  of  opinion 
in  the  mills ; I suppose  you  have  nothing  to  add 
to  that ; do  you  confirm  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Cameron  upon  that  point? — Yes,  I do. 

1887.  Therefore  your  evidence  would  be  much 
the  same  as  his  ? — Yes  ; I make  it  out  that  there 
are  67  per  cent,  for,  and  33  per  cent,  against 
total  Sunday  closing. 

1888.  You  say  you  have  seen  several  people 
and  that  they  were  in  favour  ; would  those  be  all 
or  the  majority  ? — Those  to  whom  I spoke  were 
unanimous. 

1889.  Did  you  select  those  persons  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  various  classes  indiscriminately  ? 
— No,  it  was  more  by  accident  than  by  any 
selection. 

1890.  Did  you  select  them  by  any  reference 
to  their  known  opinions  upon  the  subject? — No, 

I did  not  know  their  opinions ; there  was  one 
gentleman  who  told  me  that  he  was  in  favour  of 
opening,  whose  opinions  I thought  were  the 
opposite  vvay. 

1891.  Your  evidence  would  be  that  the 
majority  would  be,  roughly  speaking,  unanimous, 
in  favour  of  closing ; how  many  would  you  say 
you  consulted  altogether  ? — I should  say  about 
50,  perhaps. 

1892.  We  cannot  expect  you  to  tell  to  a 
nicety,  but  how  many  out  of  the  50  would  be 
against  Sunday  closing? — There  would  not  be 
10  against  Sunday' closing. 

1893.  Have  you  taken  any  means  to  ascertain 
that? — I do  not  think  that  I have  taken  any 
other  means  than  by  speaking  to  them. 

1894.  With  reference  to  the  condition  of 
Belfast,  did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cam- 
eron to  the  effect  that  about  half  the  working 
population  of  Belfast  were  more  or  less  pre- 
judicallv  affected  by  excessive  drinking? — Yes, 
but  I think  that  must  be  more  or  less  a mistake. 

0.67. 
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Chairman — continued. 

I do  not  concur  in  that  at  all.  When  Mr. 
Cameron  said  one-half  of  the  men  had  been  out 
upon  a particular  day,  I believe  they  had  been 
out  in  the  country  ; it  was  when  they  got  their 
Easter  holidays. 

1895.  Were  you  with  him  on  that  occasion? 

Yes;  but  I do  not  believe  that  their  being 

away  from  their  work  was  owing  to  drink  ; they 
had  been  in  the  country  for  their  Easter  holidays. 

1896.  What  should  you  say  was  generally  the 
character  of  the  working  classes  of  Belfast  with 
regard  to  sobriety  ?— Considering  the  population 
of  Belfast,  I think  it  is.notatall  a drunken 
place.  Of  course,  unfortunately,  drunkenness 
prevails  more  or  less  there  ; but  looking  at  the 
population,  I would  not  say  that  it  was  a drunken 
place  to  any  extent. 

1897.  Is  there  much  Saturday  drinking  in 
Belfast  ? — Yes  ; Saturday  is  the  principal  dav  for 
excessive  drinking ; it  is  a half-holiday  from  two 
o’clock. 

1898.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  to 
the  Committee  with  reference  to  the  subject? — If 
an  Act  were  passed  for  closing  public-houses 
entirely  on  Sundays,  I would  certainly  say  that 
the  law  would  have  to  be  amended  with  regard 
to  the  suppression  of  shebeen-houses. 

1899.  But  you  say  there  is  excessive  drinking 
on  Saturdays;  now  are  you  in  favour  of  curtail- 
ing the  hours  on  Saturdays? — Yes.  I would 
suggest  that  in  addition  to  the  Sunday  restric- 
tion. 

1900.  What  hour  should  you  say  public-houses 
should  be  closed  on  Saturdays  ? — Nine  o’clock. 
In  Belfast  the  people  have  a half-holiday  from 
two  o’clock  in  the  day,  and  I think  that  from  two 
o’clock  in  the  day  till  nine  o’clock  at  night  is  a 
sufficient  time  for  them  to  get  all  the  refreshment 
they  require.  I may  tell  you  that  in  some  of  the 
works  one  of  the  objections  raised  to  paying  the 
workmen  on  Saturdays  is  in  consequence  of  that 
very  thing  you  mentioned  a while  ago,  that  some 
of  the  workers  stop  away  on  Monday  mornings. 

1901.  You  said  something  in  anticipation  about 

illegal  trading  or  shebeening ; does  that  prevail 
to  a considerable  extent  now  in  Belfast?— I do 
not  think  it  does. 

1902.  Do  you  think  the  total  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sundays  would  lead  to  an  increase  in 
illicit  dealing? — I believe  it  would. 

1903.  Do  you  consider  that  the  law  in  its  pre- 
sent state  is  sufficient  to  grapple  with  the  evil  ? — 
I do  not  think  it  is. 

1904.  Did  you  hear  the  recommendations  made 
by  Mr.  Cameron? — I did. 

1905.  Do  you  agree  with  them? — I do. 

1906.  You  adopt  them  as  far  as  they  go;  have 
you  anything  to  add  to  his  suggestions  ? — I have 
nothing  to  add  to  them. 

1907.  Do  you  consider  that  if  the  law  were 
strengthened  in  the  direction  that  he  named, 
you  would  be  able  to  grapple  with  the  increased 
illicit  drinking  which  you  anticipate  as  a con- 
sequence of  Sunday  closing? — I believe  we 
should  ; but  I should  add  that  the  persons  who 
go  into  those  places  to  drink  should,  in  my 
opinion,  be  punished  more  severely  than  they 
are. 

M 1908.  You 
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Chairman — continued. 

1908.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  ot  the  exemp- 
tion in  favour  of  bond  fide  travellers ; have  cases 
of  the  abuse  of  that  come  under  your  notioe  ? — 
My  experience  is  that  the  bond  fide  traveller 
privilege  has  been  grossly  abused. 

1909.  When  you  say  “ your  experience,”  am 
I to  take  it  as  your  experience  in  Belfast  or  your 
experience  in  general? — Aiy  experience  gener- 
ally ; not  in  Belfast. 

1910.  That  is  to  say,  your  experience  in 
Kerry  ?— Yes,  and  in  other  places. 

1911.  As  you  are  at  present  in  Belfast,  but  as 
you  have  been  to  other  parts  of  Ireland  where 
the  Act  of  1878  applies,  I will  ask  you  your 
opinion  as  to  the  continuance  of  that  Act  in  the 
rest  of  Ireland? — I should  recommend  it. 

1912.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing the  working  of  that  Act  in  any  of  the  large 
towns  which  come  within  its  operation? — No. 

1913.  But  your  experience  has  been  chiefly 
in  the  country  parts  before  you  came  to  Belfast? 
— It  was. 

1914.  Then  your  experience  of  the  abuse  of 
the  bona  fide  traveller  clause  has  been  in  rural 
districts  chiefly?— Yes,  in  the  rural  districts 
chiefly. 

1915.  To  what  extent  and  in  what  way? — 
When  people  go  out  for  a walk  of  three  miles, 
which  I certainly  think  would  be  necessary 
for  almost  anyone,  I do  not  think  that  at  the  end 
of  three  miles  a man  wants  refreshments. 

1916.  Is  it  your  experience  of  the  law  that  a 
magistrate  would  simply  take  it  as  a test  that 
the  person  had  slept  three  miles  from  the  place 
where  he  had  had  his  drink,  and  that  he  would 
upon  that  hold  him  to  be  a bond  fide  traveller? — 
I do  not  think  he  would  have  any  option  ; that 
is  the  law  in  Ireland. 

1917.  How  would  you  grapple  with  that  evil; 
tyould  you  increase  the  limits  ? — Certainly. 

1918.  To  what  distance  would  you  increase 
it  ? — To  seven  miles  at  least. 

1919.  Would  you  strengthen  the  law  in  the 
way  of  easting  upon  the  publican  the  onus  of 
deciding  the  bona  fides,  independently  of  the 
limit  of  distance  7—  It  would  be  very  hard  to  cast 
the  responsibility  upon  the  publican,  who  might 
not  know  a man.  1 certainly  think  that  the  man 
who  applies  for  the  drink  should  be  himself 
responsible. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

1920.  And  not  the  publican? — No  not  the 
publican  ; it  would  be  very  hard,  if  a person 
imposed  upon  a publican  when  he  did  not  know 
him,  to  make  the  publican  responsible. 

Chairman. 

1921.  Would  you  exonerate  the  publican 
altogether  ? — If  the  publican  came  up  and  satis- 
fied the  magistrate  that  he  was  imposed  upon,  I 
think  that  it  would  be  very  hard  to  punish  him. 

1922.  But  where  the  publican  was  aware 
where  the  man  came  from  you  would  not  exempt 
him  ? — Certainly  not. 

1923.  Do  you  think  the  evil  would  be 
effectually  met  by  an  extension  of  the  limits  to 
six  or  seven  miles? — I think  it  would.  I do  not 
believe  people  would  go  much  beyond  that  dis- 


Chairman — continued . 

tance  for  fraudulent  purposes,  if  I might  so 
call  it.  . 

1924.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  offer 
to  the  Committee  upon  the  working  of  the  bond 
fide  traveller  clause  ? — No. 

1925.  A suggestion  has  been  made,  I do  not 
know  whether  you  have  considered  it  or  not,  as 
to  the  possibility  of  confining  the  exemption  in 
favour  of  bond  fide  travellers  to  either  hotels  or 
to  eating-houses  ; that  is  to  say,  to  places  where 
there  was  an  eating  bar  as  well  as  a drinking  bar  ? 
— I should  certainly  say  it  ought  to  be  confined 
to  such  places. 

1926.  How  would  you  suggest  the  working  of 
that ; would  you  work  it  by  means  of  a separate 
and  distinct  class  of  license? — Yes,  I would  work 
it  with  a separate  and  distinct  class  of  license  or 
an  exemption  order. 

1 927.  I want  to  know  which  of  those  two  you 
would  prefer? — I would  give  both.  For  serious 
breaches  of  the  law  I would  certainly  cancel  the 
exemption  order. 

Mr.  Peter  Macdonald , 

1928.  For  what  length  of  time  would  you  give 
the  exemption  order? — It  could  be  given  annually 
with  the  license. 

Chairman. 

1929.  To  what  authority  would  you  give  the 
granting  of  the  order  ? — To  the  licensing  jus- 

1930.  Should  it  be  subject  to  the  ordinary 
annual  renewal  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

1931.  In  point  of  fact,  that  would  be  a distinct 
class  of  license  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

1932.  And  a different  class  of  house  ? — Yes  ; 
I would  confine  it  to  the  superior  class  of  houses, 
not  giving  the  license  to  the  lowest  class  of 
house. 

Chairman. 

1933.  Supposing  there  were  a distinct  class 
of  license  for  hotels  and  eating-houses,  have  you 
considered  the  effect  of  allowing  houses  of  that 
class  to  be  open  in  Belfast  and  other  towns,  while 
keeping  the  others  closed  ? — I received  a letter 
this  morning  from  the  inspector  telling  me  the 
nnmber  of  houses  that  were  open  in  Belfast  on 
Sundays,  he  says  there  are  31  restaurants  ex- 
clusive of  hotels  in  Belfast. 

1934.  That  is  the  total  number  in  Belfast 
which  open  on  Sundays,  is  it  not? — Yes,  those 
that  open  on  Sundays. 

1935.  Do  you  know  how  many  hotels  and  re- 
staurants there  are  in  Belfast  which  open  on  Sun- 
days ? — There  are  22  hotels,  making  a total  of  53 
altogether,  which  are  open  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

1936.  Some  of  those  would  be  eating-houses 
without  licenses  ? — There  are  many  such. 

Chairman. 

1937.  The  Committee  do  not  want  that  infor- 
mation ; they  want  the  total  number  of  hotels 
and  restaurants  in  Belfast  that  are  opened  and 
used  on  Sundays  holding  licenses? — There  are 
22  hotels  in  Belfast. 

1938.  How 
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Chairman — continued. 

1938.  How  many  licensed  restaurants  are 
there  ? — Thirty- one. 

1939.  That  is  53  altogether? — Yes. 

1940.  Of  those  how  many  of  those  are  open 
on  Sundays  ? — All  those  are  open  on  Sundays. 

1941.  I mean  not  only  in  law  kept  open  but 
are  in  fact  open? — They  are  in  fact  open. 

1942.  Are  those  restaurants  generally  used 
by  a large  number  of  men  of  various  classes  for 
dining  on  Sundays? — Yes,  they  are.  In  one 
restaurant  in  Belfast  yesterday  week  between 
the  hours  of  two  and  seven  p.m.,  that  is  five 
hours,  59  went  in  to  dine. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

1943.  Would  they  be  only  the  principal 
houses? — No,  they  would  not  be  only  the  prin- 
cipal houses. 

1944.  Could  the  Committee  take  that  as  the 
average  of  the  whole  number  ? — No,  that  would 
be  over  the  average. 

Chairman. 

1945.  Have  you  any  other  figures  to  give  the 
Committee? — Yes;  I have  the  number  of  those 
who  entered  certain  public-houses  in  Belfast  on 
Saturday  the  14th  of  April  between  the  hours 
of  six  and  eleven  p.m.,  there  were  20  houses 
that  the  numbers  were  taken  from,  there  were 
four  taken  from  each  district  in  Belfast.  I can 
give  the  numbers  by  hours  if  the  Committee 
should  require  it. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

1946.  The  Committee  would  like  to  have  the 
later  hours  ? — I will  give  that  information. 

Chairman. 

1947.  As  regards  those  20  houses  which  were 
selected,  four  from  each  district ; were  they  four 
in  each  district  of  the  same  class,  or  were  they 
representative  of  the  various  classes  ? — They  were 
representative  of  the  various  classes ; the  per- 
sons who  took  the  numbers  were  told  not  to  take 
them  of  the  same  class. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

1948.  There  were  no  hotels,  I suppose  ? — No, 
these  were  public-houses. 

Chairman. 

1949.  Will  you  give  the  Committee  the 
figures,  if  you  please  ? — Between  six  and  seven 

.m.,  there  were  1,660  people  entered  public- 
ouses ; between  seven  and  eight  o’clock  there 
were  ; ,898 ; between  eight  and  nine  there  were 
1,891  ; between  nine  and  ten  there  were  1,895  ; 
and  between  ten  and  eleven  there  were  2,170 ; 
the  total  I think  you  will  find  is  9,514.  Ori  the 
Sunday,  that  is  to  say,  yesterday  week,  I had 
the  number  visiting  the  same  20  houses  taken 
between  the  hours  of  two  and  seven.  From  two 
to  three  o’clock,  there  were  1,666  entered  the 
public-houses ; from  three  to  four,  there  were 
1,226  ; from  four  to  five,  there  were  1,314  ; from 
five  to  six,  there  were  1,086  ; and  from  six  to 
seven,  there  were  1,502  ; the  total  being  6,794. 
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Chairman — continued. 

1950.  Are  you  in  a position  to  compare  those 
figures  with  the  corresponding  hours  of  any  other 
day  in  the  week  ? — No. 

1951.  What  sort  of  day  was  the  15th  of  April; 

was  it  a fine  day  or  a wet  day  ? — It  was  a dry 
day.  J 

1952.  Have  you  any  further  facts  to  bring 
before  the  Committee,  or  suggestions  to  offer 
upon  the  subject  ? — I do  not  know  that  I have 
any  further  facts  to  bring  before  the  Committee, 
but  I have  a number  of  returns  here.  I could 
give  the  number  of  public-houses  in  my  district 
if  it  were  required. 

1953.  Are  you  aware  of  the  existence  in  Bel- 
fast of  what  are  called  bogus  clubs?— I am  not 
aware  of  any  such  thing.  I made  inquiry  with 
regard  to  that  club,  that  is  known  as  the 
Athenceum,  and  I am  told  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  in  Belfast.  I am  told  that  there  was  a 
club  over  Kelly  and  Leahy’s  known  as  the 
Castle  Club ; that  has  been  discontinued  for  some 
time,  and  the  house  is  now  advertised  to  be  let, 
amongst  the  members,  however,  it  was  known  as 
the  Athenasum. 

1954.  Would  you  anticipate  as  the  result  of 
total  closing  in  a town  like  Belfast  the  growth  of 
what  I might  call  bogus  clubs?— I certainly 
would. 

1955.  I presume  you  consider  that  they  would 
be  a very  great  evil? — I should  consider  them  a 
very  great  evil. 

1956.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  way  in  which 
that  evil  could  be  grappled  with  successfully  by 
the  law  ? — I think  the  suggestions  made  by  Mr. 
Cameron  with  regard  to  that  should  be  adopted. 

1957.  And  you  think  it  could  be  grappled 
with  ? — I think  it  couid. 

1958.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of 
Sunday  closing  upon  home  drinking? — I know 
some  persons  to  whom  I spoke  in  Belfast,  who 
are  very  much  afraid  of  it. 

1959.  Are  they  afraid  of  it  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  consider  it  a very  serious  danger? — Those 
persons  who  mentioned  the  matter  to  me  were  in 
favour  of  a restriction. 

1960.  Were  those  persons  really  in  favour 
of  entire  Sunday  closing? — No,  they  were  in 
favour  of  the  opening  of  public-houses  on  Sun- 
days, during  shorter  periods,  to  prevent  any  home 
drinking. 

1961.  In  other  words,  is  this  your  evidence: 
that  the  opposition  to  Sunday  closing  on  the  part 
of  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  measure  was 
founded  upon  an  apprehension  of  increased  home 
drinking  ? — Yes,  it  was  founded  on  apprehensions 
that  there  would  be  increased  home  drinking, 
shebeening,  and  bogus  clubs. 

1962.  As  to  those  who  were  in  favour  of  Sun- 
day closing,  did  they  apprehend  any  of  those 
evils? — No, they  said  that  the  Legislature  could 
pass  laws  to  deal  with  those  things. 

1963.  Do  you  think  the  general  opinion  was 
that  in  the  absence  of  fresh  legislative  powers 
those  evils  would  arise  to  a serious  extent? — Yes, 
certainly. 

1964.  And  the  same  applies  to  shebeening  and 
bogus  clubs  ? — Yes. 

1965.  Are  you  in  a position  to  suggest  any 
legislative  measure  that  could  deal  with  the  evil 
of  excessive  home  drinking  ? — Certainly  not. 

M 2 1966.  How 
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Mr.  Davis. 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

] 966.  How  many  district  inspectors  are  there 
in  Belfast? — Five. 

1967.  Has  each  of  them  charge  of  a separate 
district  ? — Yes. 

1968.  Or  a portion  of  the  town? — Each  has  a 
separate  district  forming  a portion  of  the  town. 

1969.  Your  charge  is,  I believe,  in  a district 
where  the  working  class  mainly  prevail,  is  that 
not  so  ? — I should  say  so. 

1970.  In  fact  your  district  is  one  where  there 
is  consequently  more  drinking  amongst  the 
working  classes  than  perhaps  any  other  portion 
of  the  town  ? — I would  not  say  that. 

1971.  Having  a larger  number  of  the  working 
classes,  does  not  that  follow  ? — I have  certainly 
the  largest  number  of  public-houses. 

1972.  Your  experience  has  not  been  very  long 
in  Belfast  ? — No. 

1973.  Consequently  you  are  not  in  a position 
to  come  to  as  accurate  a conclusion  as  if  you  had 
had  a dozen  or  20  years’  experience? — Not  of  my 
own. 

1974.  As  far  as  I gather,  you  represent  not  so 
much  your  own  opinion  as  the  opinions  of 
others  ? — I represent  the  opinions  of  others. 

1 975.  You  consulted  with  your  brother  inspectors, 
did  you  not? — I was  present  when  we  talked 
over  the  matter,  but  I never  consulted  their 
individual  opinions. 

1976.  Where  was  that  ? — At  the  central 
office. 

1977.  Did  they  express  their  individual 
opinions  ? — I never  got  their  individual  opinion's. 

1978.  Then  you  are  not  able  to  say  whether  it 
is  a fact  that  several  of  your  brother  inspectors 
are  against  total  Sunday  closing? — I am  unable 
to  say  one  way  or  another. 

1979.  Have  you  not  heard  that  some  of  them 
are  totally  opposed  to  entire  closing  on  Sunday  ? 
— I do  not  know  that. 

1980.  You  accompanied  Inspector  Cameron  in 
his  canvass  through  the  mills? — Yes,  I did. 

1981.  Am  I right  in  sayingit  was  a canvass?— 
Yes  it  was  a canvass,  if  you  choose  to  call  it  so, 
to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  workers  in  those 
mills. 

1982.  Mr.  Cameron  and  you,  I presume,  were 
anxious  to  get  an  opinion  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing?— No  I assure  you  I was  notin  the  least 
anxious  about  it  ; I did  not  care  what  they  told 
me. 

1983.  Did  you  consider  that  the  opinions 
elicited  from  the  limited  number  of  men  whom 
you  questioned  was  a fair  criterion  of  the  general 
opinion  ? — I should  say  that  it  was  a very  fair 
criterion  of  the  number  they  represented. 

1984.  You  visited  Gallagher’s  tobacco  factory  ? 
— I did. 

1985.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  500 
workers  in  that  factory  ? — Y es ; but  there  are  not 
500  men. 

1986.  But  workers  in  general  ? — Yes. 

1987.  How  many  of  those  did  you  consult; 
was  it  about  30  ?—  Yes,  about  30. 

1988.  Would  you  consider  that  30  would  re- 
present the  general  opinions  of  about  500  ? — No  ; 
but  I should  say  that  there  are  not  500  men  in 
the  factory. 

1989.  But  other  people  besides  men  drink,  do 
they  not? — Yes,  they  do,  unfortunately. 

1990.  I think  you  might  very  well  ask  a 


Mr  .Peter  M‘  Donald—  continued, 
grown-up  woman  if  she  would  be  opposed  to 
Sunday  closing  ? — I did  not  ask  any  of  them. 

1991.  As  a general  rule  many  women  who 
would  not  like  to  go  into  a public-house  would 
like  to  get  their  glass  of  beer  on  Sundays  ? — 

I dare  say  they  would. 

1992.  Would  you  deprive  a moral  young 
woman  of  the  right  of  getting  her  glass  of  beer 
on  a Sunday,  if  she  did  not  like  to  go  into  a 
public-house  ? — Certainly  not,  I have  expressed 
no  opinion  of  my  own  upon  the  subject. 

1993.  Then  you  did  not  take  the  opinions  of 
all  the  500  workers  ? — I did  not. 

1994.  Then  in  fact  it  will  only  be  a partial 
or  one-sided  opinion  ? — I thought  it  would  be 
an  insult  to  speak  to  the  women  on  the  subject. 

1995.  1 do  not  know  that  it  would  be  an 
insult  to  allow  a woman  to  got  a glass  of  beer 
on  a Sunday,  would  it ?— Certainly  not;  how- 
ever, I did  not  consult  the  women  about  it. 

1996.  I believe  Mr.  Cameron  was  very 
anxious  to  ascertain  the  opinions  of  the  people  ? 
— He  was  ; the  honest  opinions  of  the  people. 

1997.  Did  he  not  deliver  what  I may  call 
homilies  to  the  woi'kpcople  of  the  factories  ? — 
Not  in  my  presence. 

1998.  Was  he  continually  in  your  presence? 
— Almost  continually. 

1999.  He  might  have  expressed  his  opinion  as 
to  the  desirability  of  closing  public-houses 
when  you  were  not  present,  might  he  not?  — 
It  might  be  possible,  but  it  would  be  highly 
improbable. 

2000.  Did  he  not,  in  your  hearing,  express  an 
opinion  as  to  the  horror  of  having  public-houses 
open  on  Sundays  ? — Not  to  the  workers  whom 
he  canvassed. 

2001.  He  merely  confined  himself  to  asking 
their  opinions?— He  did. 

2002.  You  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Cameron 
that  one  half  of  the  workers  of  Belfast  drink 
to  excess  ? — Oh,  no ; he  could  not  have  meant 
that. 

2003.  What  proportion  ofthemdoyou think  do? 
— Considering  the  population  of  Belfast,  1 would 
not  consider  that  an  extraordinary  number  at  all 
drink  to  excess. 

2004.  And  consequently  you  would  say  that 
the  greater  number  of  them  do  not  drink  to  ex- 
cess ? —Certainly. 

2005.  Would  you  consider  it  right  that  those 
Avho  do  not  drink  to  excess  should  be  deprived  of 
the  privilege  of  drinking  in  moderation? — No; 
as  1 tell  you  I do  not  put  forward  my  opinions 
upon  the  matter ; I only  represent  the  opinions 
I have  collected  from  others. 

2006.  Were  the  others  from  whom  you 
gathered  those  opinions  not  teetotal  advocates? 
— No,  there  were  some  who  were  not  teetotallers. 

2007.  I did  not  say  that  there  were  some  who 
were  not  teetotallers ; a man  may  not.  be  a teeto- 
taller, and  yet  a teetotal  advocate? — I do  not 
know  that. 

2008.  Have  the  police  taken  observations  of 
the  people  frequenting  certain  public-houses  on 
certain  Sundays  ?• — They  have. 

2009.  You  say  that  you  consider  Belfast  is  not, 
in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  a drunken 
place  at  all? — 1 say,  considering  its  population,  it 
is  not. 

2010.  On  what  grounds  would  you  recommend 

total 
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Mr.  Peter  M* Donald — continued, 
total  Sunday  closing  for  people  who  do  not 
abuse  the  privilege  ? — I will  tell  you  what  I 
have  been  told,  are  the  grounds  upon  which 
people  Avho  know  Belfast  better  than  I do  recom- 
mend the  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  ; 
they  say  that  it  is  in  consequence  of  its  injuring 
trade ; I must  explain  that  to  the  Committee.  In 
some  trades,  there  are  two  classes  of  operatives 
who  cannot  get  on  one  without  the  other;  in 
those  cases,  if  a man  is  absent  through  drink,  the 
consequence  is  that  the  other  men  cannot  be 
employed ; that  is  one  reason  why  they  say  it 
injures  trade.  Then  they  say  it  would  tend  to 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

2011.  Then  the  classes  who  would  be  bene- 
fited, as  you  imply,  would  be  of  course  the  em- 
ployers in  the  first  place  ; is  that  not  so? — 
Certainly. 

2012.  And  a certain  class  of  the  workers?— 
Yes,  who  would  be  thrown  out  by  the  absence  of 
the  others. 

2013.  Would  you  deprive  the  other  portion  01 
the  workers  of  their  privilege  in  order  to  benefit 
the  remainder  ? — Y ou  must  not  take  me  as  wish- 
ing to  deprive  them  of  anything. 

2014.  But  if  you  close  public-houses  on  Sun- 
day, you  must  as  a natural  consequence  deprive 
one  class  of  the  privilege  of  having  their  ordinary 
refreshment?— Yes, unless  the  Legislature  should 
merely  shorten  the  hours. 

2015.  You  say  you  would  shorten  the  hours  on 
Saturday  evening  ? — Yes ; that  has  been  im- 
pressed upon  me  as  being  necessary. 

2016.  Are  you  aware  of  the  evidence  which 
Mr.  O’Douell,  the  Chief  Divisional  Magistrate 
of  Dublin,  gave  to  the  Committee  ?— I have  not 
read  that  evidence. 

2017.  He  stated  that  after  long  experience  he 

has  now  modified  his  opinion,  and  considers  that 
he  would  not  now  close  the  public-houses  in 
Dublin  earlier  than  10  o’clock  on  Saturday  night? 
—I  should  certainly  say  that  his  opinion  would 
be  much  better  than  mine.  . 

2018.  His  reason  being  that  a large  majority 

of  the  poor  people  make  their  purchases  up  to 
that  hour  ; is  not  that  so  in  Belfast  ?— I have 
seen  them  purchasing  in  Belfast  up  till  one  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  . . 

2019.  I believe  the  practice  prevails  in  Belfast 
similar  to  that  in  Dublin,  of  the  grocery  and  spirit 
business  being  combined? — It  is  so. 

2020.  How  would  they  be  able  to  buy  then- 

groceries  if  you  close  the  spirit  grocers  at  nine 
o’clock  ?— We  think  that  Saturday  being  a half- 
holiday, from  two  to  nine  would  be  sufficient  for 
them.  , . 

2021.  But  is  not  the  half-holiday  employed 
rather  for  recreation  and  pleasure  ?— Yes,  it  is. 

2022.  Up  to,  say,  six  or  seven  o’clock? — Yes, 
it  is. 

2023.  And  the  people  do  not  go  out  purchasing 
very  largelv  between  two  and  seven?— But  if 
they  knew  that  the  houses  closed  earlier,  they 
would  make  their  purchases  earlier. 

2024.  But  if  a working  man  has  to  go  out  in 
the  country  for  one  day  in  the  week  with  nis 
wife  and  family,  he  would  not  have  time  to  make 
his  purchases  between  two  o’clock  and  seven  ?— 
But  in  Belfast  it  is  the  women  who  chiefly  do  the 
marketing. 
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Mr.  Peter  Me Donald— continued. 

2025.  But  I am  assuming  that  the  women  go 
out  with  the  men  to  enjoy  the  holiday  ? — They  do 
not  go  out  so  much  on  Saturdays  as  they  do  on 
Sundays. 

2026.  Then  you  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  O’Don- 
nell?— I speak  for  Belfast,  and  Mr.  O’Donnell 
speaks  for  Dublin. 

2027.  Then  with  reference  to  shebeening ; 
would  that  not  be  very  considerably  on  the  in- 
crease if  the  houses  were  closed  on  Sundays  ? — It 
would. 

2028.  And  I understand  you  to  say  that  the 
present  law  is  not  competent  to  grapple  with 
that  evil? — It  is  not. 

2029.  And  it  is  an  evil  ? — It  is  a very  great 
evil. 

2030.  Supposing  the  public-houses  were  closed, 
and  no  provision  were  made  for  the  suppression 
of  shebeening,  you  consider  the  state  of  things 
would  be  a very  sad  one  indeed  ? — It  would. 

2031.  You  say  that  the  bona  fide  traveller 
system  is  greatly  abused  ? — It  is  very  much  so. 

2032.  But  your  experience  has  been  in  the 
country  ?— It  has  been  in  the  country.  I May 
say  that  I have  known  a man  who  did  not  live 
a mile  and-a-half  from  a town  to  constitute  him- 
self a bona  fide  traveller  by  getting  the  way  from 
his  house  measured  round  a road  which  he  cer- 
tainly never  travelled.  He  had  a field  in  front 
of  his  house  which  was  the  usual  way  made  use 
of ; but  he  had  a surveyor  to  measure  a circuitous 
route  by  which  he  never  came. 

Chairman. 

2033.  As  a matter  of  curiosity  what  was  the 
decision  of  the  Bench  in  that  case  ? — The  Bench 
were  obliged  to  hold  that  it  was  the  public 
thoroughfare  along  which  the  distance  should  be 
measured. 

Mr.  Peter  31‘Donald. 

2034.  Butyour  experience  is  mainly  of  country 
districts  where  the  public-houses  are  closed  on 
Sundays? — Yes, 

2035.  That  which  you  have  just  mentioned 
would  be  an  exceptional  case,  would  it  not? — No 
doubt  it  would  be  an  exceptional  case. 

2036.  You  have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging 
of  the  abuse  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  system  in 
Belfast  as  well  as  in  the  country,  is  it  much 
abused  there?— No;  I do  not  think  the  system, 
is  very  much  abused  in  Belfast. 

2037.  What  are  the  places  around  Belfast 
which  are  within  the  seven  miles  either  by  road* 
or  by  water  ?— There  is  Anderson’s  Town,  which 
is  3£  miles  from  Belfast,  and  that  is  a place  of 
resort  for  people  to  go  out  to. 

2038.  What  other  places  are  there? — There 
is  Ballysillan  within  three  miles  of  Belfast  and 
Dunmurry  within  five  miles. 

2039.  Is  there  any  place  within  seven  miles  ? — 
I am  giving  the  places ; Greencastle  and  White- 
house  are  3.J  miles  from  Belfast;  Whitewell  and 
Glengonnlev  are  five  miles  from  Belfast ; White- 
abbey  is  5£  miles;  Malone-road  is  3£  miles; 
Ballyhackamore  is  2\  miles  ; that  would  hardly 
come  in ; those  are  the  places  that  people  walk 
out  to  on  Sundays.  Newtownbreda  is  three 
miles  ; Strandtown  is  2\  miles ; Dundonald  is- 
five  miles ; Shawsbridge  is  five  miles  ; Milltown 
is  four  miles;  Holywood  is  five  miles:  Ligoneil 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
is  miles  and  Hannahstown  is  five  miles.  Then 
I have  a list  of  other  places  which  are  at  a 
greater  distance. 

2040.  Are  there  any  places  immediately  be- 
yond the  seven-miles  radius  ? — Lisburn  is  seven 
miles  exactly. 

2041.  What  do  you  call  that  place  down  the 
Bay  on  the  right-hand  side  ?— Bangor ; that  is 
10  miles  from  Belfast. 

2042.  Suppose  a place  was  within  six  or  seven 
miles,  would  you  deprive  visitors  to  that,  place  of 
the  privilege  of  getting  refreshment? — If  they 
were  bond  Jide  travellers  I should  certainly  not 
deprive  them  of  the  privilege,  but  if  they  came 
in  for  the  purpose  of  getting  drink,  I would. 

2043.  Then  you  would  not  draw  a hard  and 
fast  line  of  seven  miles  radius  ? — No.  If  a man 
honestly  came  in  on  business,  I would  not  deprive 
him,  but  the  man  who  comes  in  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  drink,  I would. 

2044.  For  a bond  Jide  traveller,  not  a man  who 
went  out  for  the  purpose  of  getting  drink,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  pleasure,  what  radius 
limit  would  you  grant  him? — If  it  were  for 
amusement,  I would  certainly  send  him  a great 
deal  further  than  seven  miles. 

2045.  Would  you  consider  amusement  or 
natural  recreation  for  a man  who  was  cooped 
up  in  the  town  for  the  whole  week,  merely 
pleasure  ; would  you  not  consider  it  a matter  of 
necessity  ? — It  might,  he  a matter  of  necessity  to 
go  out  into  the  country  for  exercise,  but  it 
would  certainly  not  be  a necessity  to  drink. 

2046.  Take  a place  like  Kingstown,  near 
Dublin ; where  a portion  of  it  is  seven  miles, 
and  a portion  of  it  is  within  seven  miles  of 
Dublin  ; would  you  include  such  a place  as  that : 
it  is  a place  having  a population  of  between 
20,000  and  25,000,  and  a very  general  place  of 
resort'on  Sundays;  would  it  be  right  to  deprive 
tiie  Dublin  people  coming  out  to  Kingstown  of 
the  privilege  of  having  refreshment  in  such  a 
place? — I would  rather  not  give  an  opinion  on 
that  question. 

2047.  I would  like  to  have  your  opinion, 
taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  when  you 
get  into  the  station  you  would  be  within  the 
seven-miles  radius,  and  that  would  naturally 
throw  the  business  into  that  part  of  the  town 
beyond  the  seven-miles  radius? — It  would  be 
very  hard  to  draw  that  distinction,  and  I should 
certainly  include  the  whole  town  in  that  case. 

2048.  Then  you  say  that  there  are  a number 
of  hotels  and  restaurants  having  a full  license 
that-  can  keep  open  the  whole  Sunday? — No, 
they  are  open  from  two  to  seven. 

2049.  Ai-e  there  a large  number  of  diners  at 
those  places  ? — Yes ; but  the  house  I gave  was 
more  than  an  average  house. 

2050.  When  you  gave  the  figures  of  those 
who  entered  the  20  public-houses  you  look  upon 
the  Saturdays  and  Sundays ; I noticed  that 
between  six  and  seven  on  the  first  Saturday  you 
gave  there  were  1,660  entered,  and  upon  the 
Sunday,  between  the  hours  of  two  and  three, 
there  were  1,666;  there  is  a very  close  approxi- 
mation between  those  figures  ? — There  is. 

2051.  Consequently,  there  was  quite  as  much 


Mr.  Peter  Mc  Donald—  continued, 
drinking  upon  the  one  day  as  upon  the  other  ? — 
Yes,  at  that  particular  place. 

2052.  That  is  not  a particular  house ; it  is  a 
particular  day  ? — Yes ; but  they  are  the  same 
houses,  and  they  have  their  own  customers. 

2053.  You  say  that  there  are  no  bogus  clubs 
in  Belfast? — There  are  not  within  my  know- 
ledge. 

2054.  If  the  public-houses  were  closed  entirely 
on.  Sundays,  do  not  you  consider  that  bogus 
clubs  would  arise  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
shebeens? — I should  not  be  in  the  least  surprised. 

2055.  It  is  the  fact,  is  it  not,  that  even  all 
over  England  the  publicans  complain  of  a great 
number  of  bogus  clubs  which  have  been  started  ? 
—I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

2056.  But  in  Belfast  that  evil  would  naturally 
arise,  would  it  not? — I fear  it  would. 

2057.  Then,  would  it  not  be  better  to  o-ive  the 
working  people  facilities  for  getting  the  reasonable 
refreshment  they  require  rather  than  to  put  them 
in  the  way  of  evading  the  law  ? — Taking  that 
view  of  the  question,  it  would  ; but  I know  the 
majority  of  people  in  Belfast  are  of  opinion  that 
the  public-houses  ought  to  be  closed. 

2058.  Would  you  not  in  taking  the  general 
opinion  take  the  opinion  of  the  whole  public. 
Supposing  it  were  local  option  that  were  adopted, 
should  not  the  whole  of  the  male  population 
be  consulted?— Yes;  of  course,  if  there  were 
local  option,  I presume  they  would  be. 

2059.  And  you  consider  that  local  option 
would  be  the  fairest  way  of  ascertaining  the 
views  of  people?— It  would  in  Belfast,  certainly. 

2060.  The  working  men,  the  consumers  as 
well  as  the  ratepayers,  and  those  in  opposition  to 
the  public-houses,  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  giving  their  opinion  on  the  question? — Cer- 
tainly. 

2061.  You  say  you  took  the  opinion  of  several 
representative  men  in  Belfast?— I did. 

2062.  Whom  did  you  inquire  of?— Shop- 
keepers and  employers  of  labour;  I consulted 
some  of  the  clergy  and  the  bishop. 

2063.  What  did  the  bishop  tell  you  ? — He 
was  in  favour  of  shortening  the  hours  on  Satur- 
day and  Sunday,  and  he  gave  me  his  reasons 
for  it ; that  was  in  Belfast,  not  in  the  country. 

2064.  Then  th3  bishop  would  not  recommend 
the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday? — 
No. 

2065.  Did  he  name  the  hours  for  closing  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays? — I know  he  named  the 
hours  on  Sunday  from  two  to  five  ; that  is  my 
recollection ; I am  not  certain  whether  it  was 
nine  or  ten  o’clock  on  Saturdays. 

2066.  Were  there  any  of  the  parish  priests  and 
administrators  who  were  of  the  same  opinion  ? — 
I have  spoken  to  one  of  his  administrators,  who 
was  of  the  same  opinion. 

2067.  And  parish  priests  ? — I have  spoken  to 
one  only,  and  he  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

2068.  Did  you  speak  to  any  of  the  curates  ? — 
I did  not. 

2069.  But  I suppose  the  bishop  and  his  admi- 
nistrators represent  the  views  of  the  entire 
Catholic  clergy  of  Belfast  ? — I believe  they  do. 

2070.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  opinions  of 
the  Catholic  bishop  and  his  administrators  should 
have  very  considerable  weight  in  arriving  at  a 

conclusion 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald — continued, 
conclusion  as  regards  the  closing  of  public-houses 
in  Belfast  ? — Considering  the  positions  they 
occupy,  I should  certainly  say  their  opinions 
should  have  great  weight. 

2071.  And  that  his  entire  desire  is  to  promote 
the  moral  welfare  of  the  people  ? — Undoubtedly. 

2072.  And  that  he  would  not  recommend  any- 
thing that  would  have  the  contrary  effect  upon 
Belfast  ? — Certainly  ; but  I must  tell  you  that  it 
is  to  Belfast  only  that  he  applies  the  observation 
and  not  to  the  country. 

2073.  I quite  understand  that;  you  said  he 
gave  you  certain  reasons  why  he  would  so  re- 
commend : what  reasons  did  he  state? — He  said 
the  man  in  the  country,  if  he  went  out,  could 
get  a drink  of  milk  if  he  wanted  it,  whereas  a 
man  in  the  town  had  nothing  but  a glass  of 
porter  to  get  at. 

2074.  What  other  reasons  did  he  give?— He 
spoke  of  the  home  drinking,  as  he  stated  he  saw 
the  result  oi  it  in  Glasgow ; that  it  was  so  very 
bad  that  he  should  not  like  to  see  it  repeated  in 
Belfast. 

2075.  The  home  drinking  he  considered  the 
worst  phase  of  the  abuse  ? — He  did. 

2076.  Did  he  state  any  other  abuses? — I 
cannot  say  that  he  did. 

2077.  Did  you  see  a published  letter  from  his 
Lordship  which  has  been  printed  in  the  news- 
papers, dated  the  loth  March  1888,  in  which  he 
stated  that  he  would  desire  to  see.  the  Act  of  1878 
renewed  in  the  rural  districts,  but  that  the  exten- 
sion of  total  Sunday  closing  to  large  towns, 
where  it  was  usually  accompanied  by  illicit  and 
home  drinking,  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  tend  to 
promote  sobriety  or  morality  ; do  you  approve 
of  everything  that  was  said  in  the  letter  ? — I do 
not  say  that  1 approve  of  everything  that  was 
said  in  the  letter,  but  considering  the  man  from 
whom  it  came,  I would  say  that  anything  he  said 
should  be  treated  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
consideration. 

2078.  Do  you  approve,  in  the  main,  of  what 
his  Lordship  has  stated  ? — He  represented  the 
opinions  of  the  minority  of  the  people  in  Belfast, 
and,  of  course,  1 say  that  anything  he  would  say 
should  be  received  with  respectful  consideration ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  opinions  of  others 
must  be  considered  also. 

2079.  But  he  represents  all  of  those  over 
whom  he  has  spiritual  authority,  does  he  not?  - 
He  does. 

2080.  You  consider  that  in  consequence  of  his 
position  all  due  weight  should  be  given  to  his 
Lordship’s  views?— Yes,  when  considering  the 
circumstances. 

2081.  With  what  portions  of  the  letter  do  you 
not  agree  ?— I think  it  was  the  concluding  por- 
tion of  it,  in  which  he  called  upon  the.  Irish 
Members  to  take  a certain  courge  of  action. 

2082.  But  you  agree  with  his  opinion,  at  all 
events,  that  there  are  dangers  in  the  total  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sundays? — Yres;  there  are 
dangers,  to  be  sure,  unless  you  have  legislation 
to  correct  them. 

2083.  And  the  morals  of  people  would  be  very 
much  endangered  by  Sunday  closing  ? I am 
afraid  there  would  be  home  drinking,  which 
would  certainly  affect  the  morals  of  the  people. 

0.67. 


Chairman. 

2084.  The  honourable  Member  asked  you 
whether  the  bishop  represented  the  opinions  of 
those  over  whom  lie  had  spiritual  authority,  and 
you  said  he  had  ; I want  to  understand  what  you 
mean  by  that;  do  you  mean  that  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  are  members  of  his  church 
take  the  same  view  of  Sunday-closing  in  Belfast 
as  his  Lordship  does  ? — I believe  they  do. 

2085.  Do  you  think  there  is  a different  state 
of  opinion  among  the  Homan  Catholics  in  Bel- 
fast upon  the  question  from  that  which  exists 
among  the  other  section  of  the  population? — J 
believe  there  is. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

2086.  I suppose  the  Committee  may  take  i i 
that  by  far  the  larger  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Belfast  are  in  favour  of  the  total  closing  of 
public  houses  on  Sunday? — They  are. 

2087.  Do  you  think  they  would  object  to  be 
placed  under  total  closing,  even  supposing  Dublin 
had  to  be  left  out  for  the  present? — l do  not 
think  they'  would  mind  what  occurred  in  Dublin, 
but  they  would  themselves  be  in  favour  of  total 
closing  on  Sunday. 

2088.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  difficulty'  in 
that  course  being  pursued  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

2089.  Have  you  heard  of  any  expression  of 
opinion  from  any  other  part  of  Ireland  with, 
regard  to  the  alteration  of  the  Act ; there  has 
been  no  meeting  in  the  other  parts  of  Ireland  in 
favour  of  the  opening  of  public-houses  in  Ireland 
on  Sunday,  has  there  ?■ — I have  not  heard  of  any. 

2090.  You  believe  that  the  Act  has  worked 
exceedingly  well? — Yes  ; I believe  it  has. 

Mr.  Jucoby. 

2091.  When  you  went  to  the  mills,  and  Mr 
Cameron  to  the  shipbuilding  yards,  you  simply 
asked  questions  whether  their  opinions  were  for 
or  against  ? — Y es  ; we  simply  asked  their  opinions 
as  to  whether  they  would  be  in  favour  of  total 
closing  on  Sundays  or  not. 

2092.  And  you  did  not  express  any  views 
yourselves  ? — No. 

2093.  With  regard  to  the  meeting  at  St. 
George’s  Hall  on  the  26th  of  March  ; that  was  a 
meeting,  was  it  not,  summoned  by  the  advocates 
of  temperance  ? — I cannot  say  ; it  was  convened 
according  to  notice  by  working-men  ; the  secre- 
tary of  the  meeting  was  a Mr.  McGuffrev,  but  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  him. 

2094.  Is  he  connected  with  the  temperance 
cause  ? — I do  not  know  that. 

2095.  The  meeting  of  the.  12th  of  April  was  a 
meeting  of  Rechabites?-~-Yes,  that  is  so. 

2096.  There  has  been  no  town’s  meeting  upon 
the  subject,  has  there  ? — Except  the  meeting  at 
St.  George’s  Hall,  which  1 considered  a town’s 
meeting. 

2097.  What  is  the  dining  hour  of  the  working 
classes  of  Belfast  on  Sundays? — From  one  to 
two  o’clock. 

2098.  Is  there  much  sending  out  for  Sunday 
beer  at  that  time  ? — I have  no  figures  upon  that 
subject ; the  houses,  of  course,  do  not  open  till 
two  o’clock. 

2099.  I think  you  said  that  there  are  31 
restaurants  open  on  Sunday  in  Belfast? — Yes, 
there  are  31  restaurants  and  22  hotels. 

M 4 2100.  You 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


96 


23  April  1888.]  Mr.  Davis.  [Continued. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

2100.  You  have  seen  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Cameron  upon  the  19th  of  April;  at  Question 
1483  I asked  Mr.  Cameron,  “ Respecting  the 
figure  of  arrests  for  drunkenness,  1 think  you 
stated  that  that  does  not,  in  any  way,  represent 
the  number  of  people  who  are  drunk  on  Sundays 
in  Belfast?”  and  his  answer  was,  “I  think  it 
does  not : ” is  that  correct  ? — It  is. 

2101.  Can  you  give  me  any  estimate  from  your 
own  observation  of  the  number  of  people  who 
generally  are  drunk  on  Sundays  apart  from  those 
arrested? — No,  1 cannot;  but  if  you  take  the 
people  arrested  for  a number  of  years  for  drunk- 
enness, there  is  very  little  variation.  There 
may  he  a slight  difference,  more  or  less,  occasion- 
ally, but  that  may  be  taken  as  a very  fair  index. 

2102.  But  are  there  not  in  Belfast  a great 
number  of  people  who  are  what  I may  call 
pleasantly  drunk  on  Sunday,  who  get  intoxicated 
-without  creating  disorder? — Yes,  who  get  intoxi- 
cated, but  not  to  such  an  extent  that  the  police 
will  interfere  with  them. 

2103.  Who  go  home  reeling,  do  they  not? — 
I would  not  say  that  they  go  home  reeling,  but 
.they  go  home  with  their  friends  drunk,  but  not 
creating  a disturbance. 

2104.  Have  you  any  figures  with  regard  to 
those  persons? — None  whatever. 

2105.  Could  you  form  any  estimate  of  the 
number?-.— I could  not,  indeed. 

2106.  Mr.  Cameron,  in  reply  to  Question 
1486,  said  that  it  was  commonly  reported  in  Bel- 
fast that  half  the  working  classes  in  Belfast  are 
drunk  upon  the  Sunday;  that  is  a mistake,  I 
suppose  ? — I do  not  think  it  is  anything  at  all 
like  that. 

2107.  Then  with  regard  to  illicit  drinking  and 
shebeening,  you  think  that  with  strict  regulation 
that  could  be  stopped? — Yes, I think  so. 

2108.  Do  you  think  that  many  men  go  to 
public-houses  because  they  are  open  on  Sundays? 
— I certainly  think  that  association  brings  in 
many  who  would  not  otherwise  go  into  a public- 
house.  There  are,  on  the  other  hand,  many  who 
would  go  into  a pulic-house  who  would  not 
•demean  themselves  by  going  into  a shebeen. 

2109.  So  that  there  are  many  who  would  not 
go  into  a shebeen  if  the  public-houses  were 
closed  ?— Certainly,  there  are  numbers  who  do 
go  to  public-houses  who  would  not  go  to  she- 
beens if  the  public-houses  were  closed. 

2110.  So  that  if  the  public-houses  were  closed 
on  Sundays,  and  drastic  legislation  were  passed 
in  reference  to  shebeening,  that,  in  your  opinion, 
would  reduce  Sunday  drinking  in  Belfast? — It 
would  materially. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

2111.  "When  I came  in  you  were  referring  to 
home  drinking  as  being  likely  to  arise  from  the 
closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  ? — That  was 
one  of  the  suggestions  made  to  me  as  w'hat  would 
be  the  result. 

2112.  Do  you  think  that  the  practice  of  resort- 
ing to  drinking  clubs  and  shebeening  would  be 
likely  to  increase  it  Sunday  closing  were  adopted  ? 
— I believe  it  would  increase  if  there  were  not 
some  legislative  enactment  to  prevent  it. 

2113.  I may  take  it  shortly  that  you  adopt  Mr. 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued. 

Cameron’s  views  with  reference  to  the  legislation 
that  would  be  required  to  prevent  it  ? — Yes. 

2114.  For  the  purpose  of  this  home  drinking, 
dp  you  suppose  the  people  would  take  home  pre- 
viously the  drink  they  wished  to  consume  upon 
the  Sunday  ? — I am  not  disposed  to  think  they 
would  do  so  to  any  large  extent. 

2115.  Of  course  it  would  be  necessary  that 
they  should  take  drink  home  if  they  wished  to 
drink  on  Sunday? — It  would  be,  of  course. 

2116.  The  working  people  in  Belfast  are  not 
in  the  habit  of  keeping  a store  in  their  houses,  are 
they  ? — I should  think  not. 

2117.  Do  you  think  that  the  closing  of  re- 
staurants on  Sunday  would  cause  inconvenience  ? 
— I have  no  doubt  it  would  to  men  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  dining  out;  but  the  restaurants  are 
not  availed  of  to  the  extent  in  Belfast  that  they 
are  in  other  places.  I gave  in  illustration  the 
numbers  that  were  taken  as  going  in  last  Sunday 
week. 

2118.  Would  those  restaurants  be  materially 
affected  by  the  early  closing  on  Saturdays  ? — 
I think  not. 

Mr.  Biygar. 

2119.  You  were  asked,  I think,  about  the 
opinion  of  the  Bishop,  Dr.  McAlister ; you  are 
aware  that  in  connection  with  every  Catholic 
church  there  is  a teetotal  society  now  under  the 
presidency  of  one  of  the  priests? — Yes. 

2120.  Do  you  happen  to  know  that  a very 
large  proportion  of  the  priests  in  Belfast  are 
total  abstainers  themselves  ? — I am  not  prepared 
to  say,  but  I should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  they 
were. 

2121.  Do  not  you  think  it  is  likely  that 
gentlemen  who  are  abstainers  themselves,  and 
act  as  presidents  of  teetotal  associations,  would 
be  found  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ? — It  is 
very  hard  to  answer  the  question ; they  mio-ht 
be  personally  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  but, 
of  course,  they  have  more  or  less  to  consult  with 
their  people. 

2122.  But  if  they  had  a very  strong  total 
abstinence  society  connected  with  their  church, 
they  would  have  a very  strong  party  in  favour  of 
total  closing  on  any  day  ? — No  doubt  they  would 
have  a large  party,  but  I think  the  great 
majority  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Belfast 
would  be  in  favour  of  Sunday  opening  ; that  is  to 
say,  of  rather  limiting  the  hours  than  of  the 
total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

2123.  You  have  referred  to  shebeening,  and 
the  probable  increase  of  it,  if  the  public-houses 
were  closed  in  Belfast;  do  not  you  think  open 
doors,  as  the  Act  at  present  stands,  are  a worse 
evil  than  the  closing  of  public-houses  ? — I believe 
that  the  doors  being  open  is  a temptation  to  a 
weak  man  to  go  in  to  drink. 

2124.  A good  deal  of  drunkenness  takes  place 
on  account  of  the  opening  of  the  door  which 
would  not  otherwise  take  place  ? — Yes,  a good 
deal  of  drunkenness  takes  place  on  that  account, 
no  doubt. 

2125.  On  account  of  those  weak  people  having 
access? — Yes. 

2126.  Do 
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Mr.  Tuite — continued. 

2126.  Do  you  think  that  the  punishment  that 
would  follow  from  a person  having  been  found 
upon  premises  during  closing  hours  would  act  as 
a deterrent  ? — It  would  certainly. 

2127.  Would  you  agree  to  the  proposal  to 
open  the  houses  for  one  or  two  hours  for  con- 
sumption off  the  premises  ? — To  meet  the  require- 
ments of  some,  I believe  it  would  be  desirable  to 
do  so.  My  own  opinion,  as  I have  given  it 
to  the  Chairman,  is  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing;  but  still,  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
people,  it  is  possible  that  it  might  be  desirable  to 
open  the  houses  for  a little  time  for  consumption 
off  the  premises. 

2128.  From  whom  does  the  opposition  to  the 
closing  of  the  houses  principally  spring  in 
Belfast? — As  I told  you,  I went  through  the 
mills  where  the  people  were  fairly  represented 
with  regard  to  religions.  I found  among  the 
Roman  Catholic  population  that  the  feeling  was 
in  favour  of  opening  public-houses  on  Sunday. 

2129.  But  is  not  there  an  opposition  to  the 
closing  of  the  houses  in  Belfast  in  certain 
quarters  ? — Yes,  certainly,  as  far  as  the  feeling  is 
expressed. 

2130.  But  is  there  not  an  organised  opposition  ? 
— Certainly  not;  I have  not  heard  of  any 
organised  opposition. 

2131.  Are  there  a number  of  people  in  Belfast 
who  are  not  total  abstainers,  but  who  are,  never- 
theless, in  favour  of  closing  the  houses?  — 
Ye* ; people  have  told  me  that  they  are  not  total 
abstainers,  and  yet  that  they  are  in  favour  of 
closing  the  houses. 

2132.  There  feeling  would  be  a much  stronger 
one  than  that  of  total  abstainers? — It  would  be 
more  representative. 

2133-  You  know  that  the  houses  in  the  country 
are  closed  on  Sundays? — Yes. 

2134.  Do  you  believe  that  that  has  been  bene- 
ficial?— Yes. 

2135.  If  the  people  in  Belfast  had  local  option, 
do  you  believe  they  would  vote  in  favour  of  the 
total  closing  of  public-houses? — Yes;  I believe 
if  you  took  the  opinions  of  all  the  people  in 
Belfast  they  would  be  in  favour  of  total  closing  ; 
but  possibly  if  you  took  them  in  districts  there 
would  be  a difference  of  opinion. 

2136.  But  Belfast,  as  a community,  you  think, 
would  be  in  favour  of  total  closing  ?— They  would 
as  a community. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

2137.  Would  you  kindly  tell  the  Committee 
what  your  district  in  Belfast  is,  giving  us  the 
limits  as  an  outline? — My  district  comprises 
what  is  known  as  the  north  district  of  Belfast. 
In  extent  I should  not  say  it  was  more  than  one- 
sixth  of  the  town  proper,  but  it  has  the  largest 
population;  in  the  district  there  are  considerably 
more  than  a due  proportion  of  public-houses  as 
compared  with  the  rest  of  the  town. 

2138.  But  could  you  state  about  what  the 
population  of  your  district  would  be  ? — I should 
state  that  it  would  be  at  least  60,000. 

2139.  Could  you  give  the  Committee  the 
number  of  public-houses  in  it?  One  hundred 
and  eighty-six;  167  of  those  hold  seven  days’ 
licenses. 

2140.  With  regard  to  the  20  public-houses,  of 
0.67. 


Mr.  William  Johnston — continued, 
which  a sort  of  census  was  taken  upon  the  15tn 
of  April,  had  the  owners  of  those  public-houses, 
or  the  people  frequenting  them,  any  idea  that 
the  number  of  visitors  to  them  was  to  be  taken 
on  that  day  ? — I am  not  aware  that  they  had. 

2141.  Who  took  the  numbers? — They  were 
police,  who  were  specially  appointed  for  the 
purpose. 

2142.  Do  you  know  anything  about  what  has 
been  called  the  “ drunken  train,”  that  comes  in 
from  Lisburn  ? — I have  heard  of  it,  but  I do  not 
know  anything  of  my  own  knowledge. 

2143.  Do  you  know  anything  of  your  own 
knowledge  of  excursionists  coming  in  from  the 
country  districts  in  order  to  obtain  drink  in 
Belfast? — I have  heard  of  that. 

2144.  You  mention  that  if  the  Sunday  closing 
were  extended  to  Belfast,  you  thought  there 
would  probably  be  an  attempt  to  evade  the  law, 
either  by  the  establishment  of  shebeen  houses  or 
of  bogus  clubs? — I should  be  afraid  of  that. 

2145.  Do  you  think  that  the  fear  of  a law 
being  evaded  is  any  justification  for  not  enacting 
a law  ? — No ; I should  say  that  could  be  met  by 
new  legislation. 

2146.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  what  class 
of  persons  are  in  favour  of  the  total  Sunday 
closing  in  Belfast? — I should  say  that  the  Pro- 
testant population,  as  a whole,  are  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing. 

2147.  And  what  class  of  persons  are  opposed 
to  it  ? — I should  say  the  Roman  Catholics  as  as 
whole';  you  might  take  them  with  exceptions ; I 
do  not  say  all  the  Roman  Catholics  are  opposed 
to  it. 

2148.  If  the  public-houses  were  closed  at  nine 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night,  do  you  believe  that  a 
great  proportion  of  the  drinking  would  be  dimi- 
nished ? — Certainly ; because  if  you  look  at  the 
number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness,  they  get 
larger  as  you  get  later  at  night. 

2149.  With  regard  to  the  31  restaurants  which 
are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  drink,  do  you  know 
whether  they  are  places  where  dinners  can  be 
obtained  ? — They  are  places  where  dinners  can 
be  obtained ; but  although  they  have  publicans’ 
licenses,  I do  not  think  they  do  generally  what 
might  be  known  as  a publican’s  business ; that  is 
to  say,  they  only  supply  people  who  come  into 
the  town,  or  those  living  in  town  who  dine  out. 

2150.  How  many  of  them  have,  bars  more 
prominent  than  the  places  for  supplying  food  ? — 
I am  not  aware  that  any  of  them  have  prominent 
bars. 

2151.  Are  they  open  on  Sundays  for  supplying 
dinners? — Yes,  they  are  open  on  Sundays  as 
restaurants. 

2152.  You  spoke  about  the  workers  generally 
as  being  opposed  to  the  opening  of  public-houses 
on  Sunday ; do  you  think  any  class  of  workers 
would  be  benefited  by  drinking  ?— Certainly 
not. 

2153.  And  you  think  that  sobriety  is  for  the 
benefit  of' all  classes  ? — Certainly  it  is. 

2154.  Then  it  would  be  as  much  for  the 
benefit  of  the  employed  as  of  the  employers  ? — 
It  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

2155.  The  honourable  Member  for  Sligo  spoke 
about  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Dublin,  and 
as  to  Kingstown.  If  you  found  that  the  majority 
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Mr.  William  Johnston — continued, 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  were  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing,  and  the  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Dublin  were  against  it,  do  you 
think  it  would  be  fair  that  the  opinion  of  Dublin 
should  weigh  upon  the  question  as  regards  Bel- 
fast ? — I should  say  certainly  not. 

2156  The  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  Dr. 
M'Alister,  has  been  referred  to,  and  a letter 
from  him  cited.  The  concluding  portion  of  that 
letter  had  reference  to  certain  religious  and 
political  questions  which  I do  not  wish  to  enter 
into,  because  I think  it  is  beside  the  object  of 
this  Committee  ; but  arising  out  of  that  letter  1 
would  like  to  put  one  or  two  more  questions 
with  regard  to  the  opinions  of  other  Bishops  of 
the  same  Church  in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  Are 
you  aware  that  the  most  Reverend  Dr.  Nulty, 
the  Bishop  of  Meath,  has  expressed  himself  to 
the  effect  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance, 
not  only  in  the  interests  of  sobriety  and  tem- 
perance, but  of  law  and  order,  that  the  Act  of 
1878  should  be  permanently  re-enacted,  and  that 
total  Sunday  closing  would  encounter  no  serious 
opposition  except  from  those  pecuniarily  in- 
terested ?—  I have  read  his  letter,  and  also  the 
letters  of  several  other  bishops. 

2157.  ThemostReverendDr.  O’Dwyer,  Bishop 
of  Limerick,  has  written  a letter  upon  the  sub- 
ject ? — I have  read  the  letters  of  10  or  11  Bishops 
upon  the  subject. 

2158.  Are  you  aware  that  it  was  his  opinion 
that  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday 
would  not  meet  with  any  opposition  from  any 
class  ? — That  is  my  recollection  of  the  letter. 

2159.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Reverend  Dr. 
MacCormack,  the  Bishop  of  Galway,  believes 
there  is  little,  if  any,  opposition  to  the  principle 
of  the  Act,  except  on  the  part  of  traders  or 
manufacturers  who  have  a pecuniary  interest  in 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  ? — Yes. 

2160.  Are  you  aware  that  Dr.  Power,  the 
Bishop  of  Waterford,  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  sale  of  liquor  on  Sundays  was  always  a fruit- 
ful source  of  demoralisation  to  the  people  ? — I am 
aware  of  that. 

2161.  His  Grace  the  most  Reverend  Dr. 
McEvilly,  the  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  has  also 
written  a letter ; do  you  agree  with  bis  opinion 
that,  except  those  who  have  a pecuniary  interest 
in  tbe  sale  of  strong  drink,  nobody  opposes  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  ? — I do  not;  because  I have 
spoken  to  people  who  have  no  interest  whatever  in 
the  matter  who  are  in  favour  of  Sunday  opening. 

2162.  Your  opinion  agrees  with  that  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Cashel,  that  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  has  been  productive  of  enormous  good 
throughout  the  country  and  should  be  made  a per- 
manent statute  ? — I agree  with  that. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

2263.  I think  Mr.  Cameron  told  the  Commit- 
tee that  he  believed  the  vintners’  trade  would 
not  object  to  the  shortening  ot  the  hours  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays ; have  you  any  know- 
ledge upon  that  subject? — I have  no  knowledge; 
but  in  my  own  district  I have  the  opinion  of  a 
certain  number  of  publicans.  There  are  167 
holders  of  seven  day  licences  in  the  district,  and 
of  this  number  26  are  in  favour  of  total  Sunday 
closing.  There  are  29  spirit  grocers  in  the 


Mr.  Rowntree — continued, 
district,  and  of  that  number  17  are  in  favour  of 
closing  on  Sundays. 

2164..  Are  they  in  favour  of  total  closing  on 
Sundays  ? — Yes,  they  are  in  favour  of  total 
closing  on  Sundays. 

Chairman. 

2165.  Have  you  ascertained  definitely  that  the 
remainder  are  against  ? — Yes,  I have  ascertained 
that  definitely,  if  you  only  refer  to  my  own  dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

2166.  Then  with  regard  to  the  shortening  of  the 
hours,  have  you  any  special  knowledge  as  to  the 
opinion  of  the  trade? — I should  say  that  the 
opinion  of  the  trade  would  be  against  the  shorten- 
ing of  the  hours,  as  far  as  I can  judge. 

_ 2167.  May  I ask  were  you  in  Kerry  at  the 
time  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  came  into  force  ? 
— No,  I was  not;  I went  to  Kerry  in  1880. 

2168.  And  where  were  you  before  1880? — I 
was  in  Down. 

2169.  Were  you  in  the  constabulary  there  ? — 
Yes. 

2170.  Then  with  regard  to  the  fears  as  to  the 
increase  of  home  drinking,  may  I ask  what 
your  observation  has  been  in  the  country  ; would 
you  say  that  the  Act  has  increased  home  drinking 
in  the  country  districts  ? — I should  say  not  in 
the  country. 

Mr.  Lea. 

2171.  An  honourable  Member  has  asked  you 
about  home  drinking ; what  sort  of  people  fear 
home  drinking?— I think  that  would  more  apply 
to  large  towns ; because,  except  in  country  places, 
unless  they  come  to  town  the  country  people  are 
not  addicted  to  drinking. 

2172.  By  home  drinking,  do  you  mean  mo- 
derate drinking  or  drinking  immoderately  ? — We 
are  now  speaking  of  immoderate  drinking  amongst 
the  labouring  or  artizan  classes  in  towns. 

2173.  You  have  been  asked  about  Kerry  ; is 
there  any  other  part  of  the  country  you  have 
been  in  since  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  was 
passed  ? — In  county  Down. 

2174.  Did  the  Act  work  well  there? — It  did  ; 
very  well. 

2175.  Were  there  any  bogus  clubs  there? — 
No,  there  were  no  bogus  clubs  there. 

2176.  Was  there  any  shebeening  ? — There 
was  very  little  indeed. 

2177  How  did  you  obtain  your  information 
as  to  the  supply  of  food  and  the  restaurants  that 
were  open  for  the  purpose  ? — I received  it  this 
morning  from  the  inspector.  He  wrote  me  to 
say,  “ Be  sure  you  bring  this  matter  before  the  ' 
Committee.”  He  says  that  they  are  31  restaur- 
ants and  22  hotels  opening  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 

2178.  That  information  came  from  M r.  Cameron 
then? — Yes;  it  came  from  Mr.  Cameron;  I re- 
ceived it  this  morning. 

2179.  You  have  been  asked  so  many  questions 
about  the  bishops,  that  I do  not  propose  to  ask 
you  any  more ; I do  not  ask  you  in  any  invidious 
way,  I think  you  are  a Roman  Catholic  ? — I am. 

2180.  Then  you  would  know  Dr.  MfAlister’s 

feelings 
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Mr.  M‘ Donald — continued, 
feelings  well  ? — I saw  him  just  once,  and  I know 
what  his  opinions  are. 

2181.  You  know  that  he  is  in  favour  of  shorter 
hours  on  Sunday  and  also  on  Saturday  ? — Yes  ; 
that  was  the  purport  of  his  conversation  with 

m 2182.  And  that  outside  the  large  towns  he  is 
in  favour  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  being  made 
permanent? — Yes. 

2183.  Dr.  M‘Alister  has  been  described  as 
being  Bishop  of  Down;  that  is  not  quite  his 
correct  designation,  is  it  ? — He  is  Bishop  of  Down 
and  Connor. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

2184.  Is  there  a great  influx  of  visitors  into 
Belfast  on  Sunday  ?— 1 should  not  say  there  was 
a great  influx  of  visitors  into  Belfast  on  a Sunday 
as  compared  to  the  size  of  the  town. 

2185.  Do  you  think  that  the  22  hotels  and  31 
restaurants  are  sufficient  for  the  accommodation 
of  those  who  come  there  ? --I  should  say  they 
would  be  quite  sufficient.  But  fearing  lest  you 
might  for  a moment  think  that  I was  advocating 
the  interests  of  a superior  class  of  house  alto- 
gether, 1 would  say  that  I think  that  in  order  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  all  classes  who  might  come 
in,  the  humbler  classes  might  go  to  a cheaper 
place;  but  I would  certainly  have  the  houses 
that  would  be  open  for  such  a purpose,  if  such 
were  approved  of,  of.  a pretty  high  valuation. 

2186.  Are  they  situated  in  such  a locality  as 
to  be  available  for  those  who  visit  the  town  ?— 
Yes,  I should  say  that  they  are ; they  are  all 
pretty  central. 

2187.  In  your  inquiries  you  said  that  you  con- 
sulted clergymen  and  employers  of  labour  ? — 
Yes. 

2188.  Did  you  consult  the  people  who  used 
the  houses  ? — I did. 

2189.  And  the  people  who  were  connected 
with  them  ? — I did ; the  people  who  used  them 
were  in  favour  of  opening  them. 

2190.  What  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  those  you  consulted  ? — The  majority  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  using  them  were  in  favour 
of  opening  them  ; but  the  great  majority  of  the 
public  on  the  whole  were  in  favour  of  closing 
them. 

2191.  What  is  the  standard  of  order  in  Belfast 
from  a police  point  of  view  ? — At  present,  I 
think  it  is  as  quiet  a town  as  there  is  in  Ireland. 

2192.  And  nothing  discreditable,  arises  from 
the  Saturday  and  Sunday  night  drinking  ?— Of 
course  you  would  regard  a man  who  exposed 
himself  drunk  as  being  discreditable ; but  taking 
the  population,  as  a whole,  I would  say  they 
are  as  orderly  and  well  conducted  as  those  of  any 
other  town,  much  more  so  than  many  I have 
been  in. 

2193.  Do  you  think  that  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sunday  would  prevent  those  men  from 
getting  drunk  who  already  get  drunk  ? It  is 
very  hard  to  say  that.  There  are  always  some 
who  will  get  liquor  somewhere ; but  there  are 
numbers  of  people  also  who  would  pass  by  if 
the  house  were  closed  who  might  be  induced  to 
go  in  if  it  were  open. 

2194.  Are  there  not  great  difficulties  at 
present  existing  in  detecting  drunkenness  in 
Belfast  ? — I would  not  say  that  now. 

0.67. 


Mr.  John.  O'Connor — continued. 

2195.  Are  you  aware  that  Inspector  Cameron 
stated  that  not  half  the  drunkenness  in.  Belfast 
was  discovered  ? — 1 do  not  think  he  meant  that. 

2196.  Did  you  hear  him  make  this  statement 
in  answer  to  Question  1267,  “ No  returns  of  cases 
of  drunkenness  dealt  with  by  policemen  could 
possiblygive  you  the  amount  of  drunkennesswhich 
there  is  in  Belfast  ”? — I should  say  that  statistics 
of  that  kind  would  give  you  but  a very  poor  idea 
of  the  extent  to  which  drunkenness  prevails,  be- 
cause, as  I explained  a few  moments  ago,  there 
are  numbers  of  people  the  worse  for  drink 
who  go  home  quietly  and  the  police  do  not 
interfere  with  them  ; so  that  taking  statistics  in 
that  way  would  not  give  you  any  correct  idea  of 
the  extent  to  which  drunkenness  prevails. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

2197.  Would  it  not  be  the  same  in  any  other 
towns  ? — Certainly. 

Mr.  John  O' Connor. 

2198.  You  have  read  Mr.  Cameron’s  statement 
as  coming  from  the  employers  as  to  the  amount 
of  drinking  existing  in  Belfast,  that  more  than 
half  the  working  men  of  Belfast  are  under  the  in- 
fluence of  drink  sometimes  ; what  do  you  say  to 
that  ? — I do  not  think  he  is  correct  in  that. 

2199.  If  that  were  even  nearly  correct,  there 
is  a great  deal  of  drinking  going  on  that  is  not 
detected  ?— Drinking,  which  I would  say  did 
not  come  within  reach  of  the  statute ; that  is  to 
say,  only  those  are  arrested  who  are  incapable, 
or  are  acting  in  a disorderly  manner,  when  under 
the  influence  of  drink. 

2200.  Do  you  think  that  the  difficulty  of  de- 
tection would  be  lessened  by  the  closing  of  pub- 
lic-houses ? — I certainly  would. 

2201.  You  have  been  asked  some  questions 
regarding  the  growth  of  shebeens ; can  you  as 
easily  detect  drunkenness  arising  from  shebeen 
drinking  as  you  can  from  public-house  drinking  ? 

- If  they  appear  upon  the  street  I do  not  see  the 
difficulty. 

2202.  But  is  it  likely  that  they  would  appear 
upon  the  street ; would  they  not  be  more  careful 
if  they  came  from  a shebeen  than  if  they  came 
from  a licensed  house? — No  doubt  the  shebeen 
keeper  would  be  more  careful  not  to  expose  his 
customers,  lest  they  should  be  the  means  of 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  police  to  his  house.  ; 

2203.  Then  with  regard  to  clubs,  you  say  it  is 
your  fear  that  drinking  clubs  would  be  estab- 
lished ?— I should  fear  so. 

2204.  Is  there  a danger  arising  from  clubs  ? — 
A very  great  danger,  should  they  be  established. 

2205.  Do  you  know  the  families  of  working 
men  have  a greater  hatred  of  clubs  than  they 
have  of  public-houses  ? — I should  say  they  would, 
for  this  reason,  that  they  could  not  enter  them  as 
they  could  the  public-houses  to  bring  their  friends 
home,  and  they  would  not  be  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  police. 

2206.  Do  you  fear  a danger  arising  from  bogus 
clubs? — Yes,  certainly. 

2207.  Would  you  be  able  to  cope  with  the 
danger? — Yes;  if  there  was  legislation  to  meet 
the  evil,  you  would  be  able  to  grapple  with  it. 

2208.  You  have  been  asked  with  regard  to 
home  drinking,  and  you  have  heard  the  opinions 
of  the  Bishops  read  upon  the  subject;  do  you 

N 2 think 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor ■ — continued. 


think  that  there  are  great  evils  to  be  feared  from 
home  drinking?- — I do,  if  it  prevailed  to  any 
extent. 

2209.  Do  you  think  people  would  take  home 
drink? — Yes,  they  would  to  some  extent. 

2210.  Do  you  think  that  they  would  take 
home  whisky  ? — I rather  think  that  class  of 
people  drink  porter  and  ale  more  than  whisky. 

2211.  Porter  not  being  a very  injurious  drink? 
— It  is  not  so  volatile;  it  is  not  so  injurious,  it 
would  not  affect  them  so  much. 

2212.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  whisky  that  they 
would  take  home,  as  being  more  portable  ? — It 
would  be,  no  doubt. 

2213.  Do  you  not  think  that  whisky  is  a much 
more  dangerous  drink  ? — If  it  were  taken  to  ex- 
cess, of  course  it  would. 

2214.  Therefore,  these  three  evils  would  arise, 
according  to  your  opinion,  shebeening,  drinking 
clubs,  and  home  drinking? — Yes,  as  a matter  of 
course  they  would,  unless  legislation  interfered. 

2215.  Under  the  circumstances,  and  taking  into 
account  that  you  have  a great  difficulty  in  detect- 
ing all  the  drunkenness  that  exists  at  present  in 
Belfast,  do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  at 
present  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  to  Belfast  ? — From  what  I have  col- 
lected from  others,  I would  say  that  as  its  people 
are  in  favour  of  closing,  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
should  certainly  be  extended  to  the  town. 

2216.  Now  with  regard  to  your  own  opinion, 
in  considering  a question  of  this  kind,  a man’s 
prejudices  have  to  be  taken  into  account ; are  you 
a teetotaller? — I am  not. 

2217.  You  were  asked  a question  about  tem- 
perance societies  in  connection  with  the  Church 
in  Belfast  ? — There  are  a number  of  temperance 
societies  in  counection  with  the  Church  there. 

2218.  Are  they  in  connection  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  ? — They  are. 

2219.  The  bishops  and  the  priests  are  engaged 
in  the  furtherance  of  the  temperance  cause  ? — 
They  are. 

2220.  Do  you  know  as  a fact  that  voluntary 
societies  of  that  kind  have  a great  effect  upon  the 
sobriety  of  the  people  ? — I am  sure  of  it. 

2221.  Do  you  think  that  from  the  zeal  with 
which  the  bishops  and  priests  push  the  question 
of  temperance  among  their  flocks  they  have  a 
great  desire  for  the  sobriety  of  their  people  ? — 
They  have  unquestionably  a great  desire  for  the 
sobriety  of  their  people. 

2222.  Still  you  are  aware  that  they  are  against 
total  Sunday  closing  ? — They  are. 

2223.  Is  that  because  they  know  that  while 
voluntary  temperance  leads  to  good  results,  yet 
they  know  from  their  experience  that  coercive 
legislation  leads  to  greater  evils? — I really  can- 
not say  upon  what  reasons  they  have  founded 
their  opinions. 

2224.  Do  not  you  know  that  that  is  the  ground 
upon  which  they  base  their  opinions  ? — I have 
not  heard  them  state  so.  I may  say  that  the 
last  observation  was  made  to  myself  but  not  by 
any  clergyman. 

2225.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  their  opinion 
that  compulsory  closing  would  lead  to  home 
indulgence  and  immorality  ?— I know  they  think 
so  from  the  bishop’s  letters,  but  I have  no  further 
knowledge  of  their  opinions. 


2226.  You  have  stated  that  they  have  estab- 
lished temperance  societies  among  their  flocks  ? 
— They  have. 

2227.  You  have  stated  that  that  arises  by 
virtue  of  their  belief  ?— I have  no  doubt  of  that. 

2228.  And  you  are  aware  that  they  are  against 
compulsory  closing  of  public-houses  on  a Sun- 
day ? — Yes,  the  bishop  and  another  clergyman 
told  me  that  they  did  not  wish  the  total  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sundays,  but  that  the  law 
should  shorten  the  hours  from  two  to  five. 

2229.  Do  you  believe  that  it  was  because  they 
considered  that  compulsory  closing  would  lead 
to  greater  evils  ? — So  they  stated. 

2230.  I want  to  ask  you  a question  about  the 
bona  fide  travellers’  clause  ; first  of  all  with  regard 
to  Belfast,  is  Holy  wood  a public  place  ? — It  is. 

2231.  How  far  is  it  from  Belfast? — Four 
Irish  miles,  which  would  equal  five  English  miles. 

2232.  You  stated  that  you  were  in  favour  of 
extending  the  limit  of  distance? — Yes,  and  I 
will  tell  you  why.  From  my  experience  in 
country  places,  I saw  that  the  bond  fide  traveller’s 
privilege  was  very  grossly  abused. 

2233.  I will  come  to  that  in  a moment ; would 
you  not  consider  it  a great  hardship  to  inflict 
upon  people  who  went  to  Holywood  for  a sea 
bathe  to  deprive  them  of  the  opportunity  of 
getting  refreshment  ?— I do  not  see  the  hardship 
of  it,  but  that  is  only  my  own  opinion. 

2234.  You  have  stated  in  the  course  of  your 
examination  that  a man  whn  walks  three  miles 
does  not  want  refreshment? — I do  not  think  he 


2235.  Having  been  stationed  in  Castleisland 
you  know  Tralee  well? — Yes. 

2236.  You  know  there  are  a number  of  young 
men  engaged  there  in  shops  all  the  week  round  ? 
—Yes. 


2237.  And  they  walk  out  on  Sundays,  do  they 
not  ? — They  do ; if  they  come  to  Castleisland, 
the  distance  would  be  much  more  than  three  miles. 

2238.  But  there  are  public-houses  on  the  way, 
are  there  not  ? — There  is  not  one  as  a matter  of 
fact ; there  was  one. 

2239.  But  in  other  directions  from  Tralee  ? — 
Yes,  there  are  if  you  go  towards  “Spa”  or  Fenit; 
that  is  the  direction  which  they  generally  go  on 
Sundays. 

2240.  Three  miles  there  and  three  miles  back  are 
six  miles  ; do  not  you  think  six  miles  too  much  for 
a young  man  to  walk  without  refreshment  who  may 
not  be  so  strong  as  an  ordinary  policeman,  being 
cooped  up  in  a shop  all  the  week  ? — I can  only 
give  you  my  opinion ; my  opinion  would  be  that 
he  would  not  require  refreshment. 

2241.  You  are  a fine,  healthy,  strong  specimen 
of  an  Irishman,  and  six,  or  ten,  or  even  twelve 
miles  would  not  be  much  to  you ; but  do  vou 
think  that  it  would  be  fair  to  judge  of  other  men 
according  to  your  own  standard  of  strength  ?— I 
would  say  it  would  not. 

2242.  You  are  of  opinion  strictly,  then,  that  it 
would  be  beneficial  and  not  inconvenient  to  have 
such  places  as  Holywood  and  places  like  that  all 
round  Belfast  prohibited  from  selling  refresh- 
ments ? — The  result  of  permitting  its  sale  would 
be  that  people  who  wanted  drink  and  to  get 
drunk,  would  go  out  to  Holywood  and  obtain 
drink  and  abuse  the  privilege.  If  a man  were 
on  business  or  were  ill,  it  would  be  very  hard  to 
say  that  he  should  not  be  able  to  get  anything; 


but 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
but  for  a man  merely  going  out  for  a walk,  I 
would  say  it  should  not  be  granted. 

2243.  Now  going  back  to  the  clergy  ; one  of 
the  bishops  bases  his  opinion  upon  his  experience 
of  Glasgow  ? — Yes,  the  bishop  told  me  that  he  saw 
very  great  e vils  arising  from  the  total  Sunday 
closing  of  public-houses  in  Glasgow. 

2244.  Did  you  see  the  statement  of  Provost 
Monroe  upon  the  subject  of  drinking  in  clubs  in 
Glasgow  ? — I did  not. 

2245.  With  regard  to  these  meetings  which 
have  been  held  in  Belfast,  you  say  you  attended 
one  ? — I attended  two. 

2246.  The  first  was  attended  by  how  many 
people  ? — About  1,000,  I should  say. 

2247.  And  the  second  meeting  ? — By  200  or 
300. 

2248.  Do  you  consider  that  those  two  meetings 
gave  a fair  representation  of  the  working  classes? 
— The  first  one  I thought  myself  was  a"  very  fair 
representation  of  the  working  classes,  the  other 
one  I should  say  was  not. 

2249.  If  the  Protestant  working  men  were 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  closing  of  public- 
houses,  would  they  not  have  had  a larger  meeting 
than  that  ? — I do  not  know  ; it  entirely  depends 
upon  the  interest  they  would  take  in  the  matter. 

2250.  With  regard  to  the  injury  to  trade  by 
men  not  coming  to  their  work  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, does  that  prevail  to  any  great  extent 
seriously  ? — I am  not  able  to  give  an  opinion 
upon  that  matter  ; but  an  employer  and  a man- 
ager in  different  firms  certainly  said  that  it  in- 
terfered very  much  with  them. 

2251.  One  question  more,  and  I have  done 
with  you.  You  stated  that  the  Protestant  work- 
ing men  were  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ? — 
Yes,  as  far  as  I could  collect  their  opinions. 

2252.  With  reference  to  those  men  whose  . 
opinions  you  took  at  the  mills,  were  they  not 
Protestants  chiefly  ? — In  one  district  in  Belfast 
they  were  Protestants,  but  I would  not  say  that 
they  were  exclusively  so  ; the  vast  majority' were. 

2253.  Was  not  the  opinion  of  the  workingmen 
divided  in  those  workshops? — Yes,  they  were 
divided  in  opinion. 

2254.  Were  not  they  divided  according  to  re- 
ligion?— No,  there  were  Protestants  who  gave 
me  their  opinion  in  favour  of  opening  on  Sun- 
day. 

2255.  Are  you  prepared  to  amend  your  evi- 
dence in  that  respect,  that  the  opinion  was  di- 
vided?— Yes,  I can  give  the  number  in  the 
different  places  if  it  is  desired. 

2256.  Would  you  say  that  the  majority  of 
Protestants  are  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ? — 
Yes,  to  the  extent  of  67  per  cent. 

2257.  And  the  majority  of  the  Catholics  are 
against  the  closing  of  the  public-houses  on  Sun- 
day ? — Yes,  33  per  cent.  I would  say  that  would 
be  about  what  they  would  represent. 

Chairman. 

2258.  These  percentages  you  gave  are  per- 
centages arrived  at  as  the  result  of  your  visits  to 
the  manufactories  ? — Yes. 

2259.  They  are  not  percentages  in  any  way 
as  representing  religious  divisions? — Not  at  all. 

2260.  So  that  the  result  of  your  opinion  is  that 
67  per  cent,  generally  represents  the  Protestant 


Chairman — continued. 

opinion  and  33  per  cent,  the  Catholic  opinion  ? — 
Yes,  67  per  cent,  representing  the  opinion  of  the 
manufactories. 

2261.  As  I understand,  you  took  these  factories 
and  workmen  very  much  at  random  as  they 
came  ? — Yes,  I took  them  very  much  at  random. 

2262.  Upon  what  do  you  base  the  opinion  you 
now  state  that  67  per  cent,  of  the  workmen  who 
were  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  were  for  the 
most  part  Protestants,  and  that  33  per  cent,  who 
were  against  it  were  for  the  most  part  Roman 
Catholics  ?— I could  only  judge  as  to  that  by  the 
factories  I visited.  I found  when  I went  into 
them  that  the  number  of  Roman  Catholics  in 
favour  of  opening  was  the  larger;  I never  asked 
the  religion  of  the  parties  with  whom  I was  talk- 
ing. I could  only  judge  from  the  district  I was 
in. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

2263.  You  had  no  means  of  judging  of  each 
particular  man’s  religion  ? — None  whatever. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor 

22  64.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  now, 
such  as  the  difficulties  of  the  police  in  detecting 
or  making  arrests  for  drunkenness,  the  dangers 
that  may  arise  from  shebeen  drinking,  from 
the  establishment  of  bogus  clubs  and  club  drink- 
ing and  the  home  drinking,  are  these  not  grave 
and  serious  considerations  against  the  extension 
of  the  Act  ? — They  are. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

2265.  You  gave  the  Committee  a return  of  each 
number  of  arrests,  did  you  not?— I did  ; at  least 
the  inspector  gave  it,  and  the  Committee  can 
refer  to  it. 

2266.  Is  the  average  number  about  five  on 
Sundays  ? — I daresay  it  is  about  that. 

2267.  Taking  it  from  me  for  the  moment  that 
it  is  so,  that  would  be  about  one  in  every  34,000 
of  population,  would  it  not  ? — Yes,  I daresay  it 
would  be  about  that  rate. 

2268.  Would  you  consider  that  because  one 
man  out  of  34,000  goes  wrong,  the  remainder 
ought  to  be  restricted  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
this  abuse  ? — I would  rather  not  give  an  opinion 
on  that  point.  Of  course,  as  I said  before,  it  is 
the  opinions  of  others  I am  presenting,  and  not 
my  own. 

2269.  Does  it  not  strike  you  as  being  very 
hard  that  if  only  one  man  out  of 34,000  goes  wrono- 
the  rest  should  be  restricted  on  his  account?— 
Yes,  taking  that  view. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

2270.  But  do  you  agree  with  the  honourable; 
Member  for  Sligo  that  it  only  one  out  of  34,000 
who  goes  wrong  ? — I certainly  do  not. 

Mr.  Peter  M(Donald. 

2271 . At  all  events  only  one  out  of  34,000  has 
been  arrested?— Yes;  but  as  I said  a while  ago 
that  is  not  the  test  to  go  on. 

2272.  Now  passing  from  that  to  another  point; 
with  regard  to  the  meetings  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing,  were  they  not  held  chiefly  on  behalf  of 
members  of  the  Temperance  League  ? — No,  I do 
not  think  the  meeting  at  St.  George’s  Hall  was 
assisted  in  any  Avay  by  the  Temperance  League ; 
in  fact  it  was  made  amatter  of  comulaint  by  them 
that  it  was  not. 
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Mr.  William  Johnston. 

2273.  Was  it  not  expressly  stated  at  this 
meeting  that  it  was  not  got  up  by  any  temper- 
ance association  ? — Yes  ; in  fact  it  was  their  com- 
plaint that  they  were  not  assisted  even  to  pay  for 
the  room  by  any  temperance  association. 

Mr.  Peter  Macdonald. 

2274.  You  were  not  aware  that  there  was  a 
meeting  at  the  music  hall  to  protest  against 
Sunday  closing,  were  you  ? — 1 was  not. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

2275.  1 think  you  stated  that  out  of  29  spirit 
grocers  17  were  in  favour  of  total  Sunday 
closing? — Yes. 

2276.  Might  not  it  be  that  their  personal 
interests  were  concerned  in  bringing  about  Sun- 
day closing  ? — I cannot  say  how  that  would^  be, 
because  a number  of  those  who  do  open  on  Sun- 
day keep  open  the  same  hours  as  the  publicans  do. 

2277.  But  are  there  not  many  of  them  who 
only  have  six  days’  licenses  ? — No,  the  spirit 
grocers  have  all  the  same  licenses  as  the  publi- 
cans, except  that  it  is  only  the  publicans  that  can 
select  between  six  and  seven  day  licenses. 

2278.  Do  the  spirit  grocers  mostly  remain 
open  to  the  full  time  on  Sundays? — Yes,  most  of 
them,  I should  say. 

2279.  I observe  you  state  that  you  would  not 
consider  it  an  advantage  if  men  were  led  to 
substitute  spirit  drinking  for  beer  drinking?— 1 
do  not  consider  that  it  would  be  any  advantage. 

2280.  You  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Cameron 
upon  that  point  that  the  men  prefer  rather  to 
drink  whisky  than  beer?— No,  I think  that 
whisky  will  have  a quicker  effect  upon  a man  ; 
the  other  is  the  heavier  drink. 

2281.  Do  you  think  that  total  Sunday  closing 
will  have  a tendency  to  induce  men  to  drink 
spirits  instead  of  drinking  beer? — As  being  more 
portable,  I should  say  perhaps  it  might. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

22S2.  You  were  asked  by  Mr.  O’Connor 
about  the  risk  of  drinking  in  clubs  and  shebeen 
houes  : did  you  read  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cam- 
eron in  which  he  suggested  certain  amendments 
to  meet  that  difficulty  ? — I did, 

2283.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  these  amend- 
ments of  the  law  were  carried  out,  drinking  on 
shebeens  and  clubs  would  exist  in  only  a very 
slight  extent?— Yes,  I have  adopted  those  re- 
commendations. 1 approve  of  them. 

2284.  You  were  asked  about  Holywood  ; you 
said  it  was  a bathing  place ; are  you  not  aware 
that  the  mud  from  the  Belfast  sewers  extend 


Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

beyond  Holywood  now,  and  that  the  people  who 
live  at  Holywood  do  not  bathe  at  Holywood,  but 
go  a mile  and  a half  further  down  as  far  as  Port- 
law  in  order  to  bathe? — They  do  not  bathe  at 
Holywood. 

2285.  And  when  they  go  to  bathe  at  Portlaw 
they  go  to  a place  where  there  is  no  public- 
house  ? — That  is  so. 

2286.  You  were  asked  with  regard  to  the 
restaurant  accommmodation  for  people  who  come 
into  Belfast  on  Sundays  ; now  in  point  of  fact  is 
Belfast  a show  place  to  which  people  are  likely 
to  come  or  to  which  they  do  come  to  any  large 
extent  on  Sundays  ?— I do  not  say  that  they  come 
in  large  numbers ; but  they  do  come  in,  and 
there  are  a great  many  who  dine  out,  clerks  and 
and  others,  who  have  not  houses  of  their  own 
would  require  some  accommodation. 

2287.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  a very  much 
larger  proportion  of  the  people  who  live  in  Bel- 
fast go  outside  than  come  into  Belfast? — I should 
say  so. 

2288.  In  point  of  fact  there  is  not  a very  large 
restaurant  business  done  on  Sundays,  is  there  ? 
— Not  to  a very  large  extent,  but  to  some  extent 
there  is. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

2289.  The  honourable  Member  for  Tipperary 
has  asked  you  about  the  bringing  home  of 
whisky  if  the  houses  were  closed  by  those  who 
now  drink  porter ; do  you  not  think  that  the  cost 
of  whisky  as  compared  with  the  cost  of  porter 
would  prevent  those  who  drink  porter  from 
bringing  home  whisky  to  ther  houses? — It  is 
quite  possible,  but  whisky  is  the  more  portable. 

2290.  Bulk  for  bulk,  the  beer  is  not  of  so  much 
value  ? — No,  the  bulk  of  the  porter  is  very  much 
more. 

2291.  Do  you  not  think  that  a porter  drinker 
would  not  like  to  spend  four  times  as  much 
money  over  a comparatively  small  quantity  of 
whisky  and  carry  it  home  to  his  house  ? — I think 
if  people  desired  to  stimulate  themselves,  they 
would  be  able  to  do  it  much  more  speedily  by 
whisky  than  by  porter. 

Mr.  Lea. 

2292.  You  were  asked  whether  it  would  not  be 
a hardship  if  the  people  of  Belfast  could  not 
walk  out  to  Holywood  to  get  a glass  of  beer  on 
Sundays ; that  is  a hardship  which,  as  I gather 
from  you,  the  people  of  Belfast  are  quite  willing 
to  submit  to  ? — It  is  a hardship  which  they  are 
quite  willing  to  bear,  as  far  as  their  opinions 
have  been  given  to  me. 


Mr.  Patrick  Flanagan,  Examined. 


Chairman. 

2293.  Mr.  Cameron,  in  his  evidence  given  to 
the  Committee  on  the  19th  of  April,  mentioned 
a deputation  of  Licensed  Vintners,  numbering, 
as  I understand,  ten  or  twelve,  who  waited  upon 
him  at  his  office  to  put  their  views  before  him  : 
« and  their  views  were  exactly  the  same  as  those 
afterwards  put  forward  at  their  meetings.  I may 
gay  that  they  were  all  a most  respectable  body  of 
men,  and  they  told  me  that  they  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  curtailing  the  hours  of  Sunday  or  Satur- 


Chairman — continued. 

day  drinking  a little ; but  that  what  they  did 
object  to,  was  by  shutting  up  the  houses  on 
Sundays,  throwing  the  drinking  trade  into  the 
hands  of  shebeens,  who  would  give  bad  liquor  to 
the  people  and  demoralise  them  far  more  than  the 
respectable  trade”;  were  you  a member  of  that 
deputation? — I was. 

2294.  Is  that  an  accurate  statement  of  what 
occurred  ? — It  is  not. 

2295.  In  what  respect  is  it  inaccurate? — First 

he 
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Chairman — continued. 

he  stated  (and  if  I had  not  been  here  it  would 
have  passed  without  contradiction)  that,  at  a 
public  meeting  of  the  licensed  vintners  in 
Belfast,  the  licensed  vintners  had  generally- 
expressed  an  opinion  to  that  effect. 

2296.  Will  you  state  the  facts  shortly,  as  you 
understand  them  ? — I was  one  of  the  speakers  of 
a deputation  which  waited  upon  Mr.  Cameron, 
suspecting  that  he  might  in  all  likelihood  be 
summoned  to  give  evidence  before  this  Com- 
mittee ; and,  as  a consequence,  for  the  purpose  of 
answering  Mr.  Cameron’s  question  as  to  what 
was  the  view  that  the  licensed  vintners  would 
take  of  the  shortening  of  the  hours  on  Saturday, 
1 said  that  the  view  that  the  vintners  took  was, 
that  they  were  not  for  shortening  the  hours  in 
any  way  whatever.  But  as  a privite  individual, 
in  consequence  of  my  trade  being  in  a particu- 
lar locality  of  Belfast,  1 stated  that  I myself 
would  be  for  closing  at  ten  o’clock  every  night  in 
the  week,  simply  because  I do  hardly  any  trade 
after  that  hour. 

2297.  That,  then,  is  the  correction  that  you 
would  wish  to  make  on  Mr.  Cameron’s  evidence  ? 
— That  is  the  way  in  which  I should  correct  his 
evidence.  I may  further  say  that  I told  him 
that  in  confidence,  and  he,  I think,  should  not 
have  stated  it  in  public. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

2298.  What  class  of  trade  do  you  do  in 
Belfast  ? — I do  a middle-class  trade. 

2299.  I suppose  you  have  a public-house  ? — 
Yes,  I have  a public-house. 

2300.  Where  is  it  situated? — Opposite,  the 
Great  Northern  Station. 

2301.  It  is  not  a hotel,  is  it? — I call  it  a hotel, 
but  it  is  used  principally  by  people  travelling 
by  rail. 

2302.  Do  you  supply  food  ? — Yes,  sandwiches 
and  things  of  that  sort,  when  they  are  called  for 
by  travellers. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

2303.  And  you  state  that  as  your  personal 
opinion  only  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  personal  opinion, 
which  the  witness  mis-stated. 


Chairman. 

2304.  Were  you  a member  of  the  deputation 
simply,  or  one  of -the  spokesmen,  or  had  you  any 
official  position,  such  as  chairman,  secretary,  or 
otherwise  ?-— I was  not  chairman  at  that  time, 
but  I was  in  the  previous  year.  At  that  time 
I was  simply  a member  of  the  deputation. 

2305.  Did  you  speak  at  the  meeting? — I did 
speak  at  the  meeting,  but  after  giving  an  ex- 

ression  of  opinion  with  reference  to  the  subject, 

then  told  Mr..  Cameron  that  which  I have  now 
stated,  which  of  course  should  not  afterwards 
have  been  repeated,  as  being  my  private  opinion 
only. 

, 2306.  Were  you  the  only  member  of  the 
deputation  who  spoke  to  Mr.  Cameron  on  that 
occasion,  or  were  there  others? — There  were 
others. 

2307.  Did  you  hear  all  that  occurred? — Yes; 
but  I am  the  party  referred  to  by  Mr.  Cameron 
in  this  answer. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

2308.  Did  any  member  of  the  trade  express 
it  as  the  view  of  the  trade  that  earlier  closing, 
would  be  desirable? — None. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

2309.  I presume  your  custom  depends  upoir 
the  times  of  the  trains  coming  and  going  ? — Yes, 
very  much. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

2310.  You  are  in  a different  position  from 
other  members  of  your  trade  in  Belfast  in  that 
respect  ? — Entirely. 

2311.  And  you  only  speak  for  yourself? — 
Yes  ; and  I took  care  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  trade. 

2312.  Which  was  the  very  reverse  of  the 
opinion  expressed  by  yourself  ? — The  very 
reverse. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

2313.  Your  opinion  being  that  the  shortening 
of  the  hours  would  be  no  loss  of  money  to  you, 
whereas  a longer  period  of  remaining  open  would 
be  no  gain  to  you? — Certainly. 


Mr.  Fitzgerald  Hickson,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

2314.  Will  you  inform  the  Committee  what 
position  you  hold  in  the  town  of  Sligo  ? — I am 
District  Inspector. 

2315.  Are  you  resident  in  the  town  of  Sligo? 
— I am  resident  in  the  town  of  Sligo. 

2316.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  of 
Sligo? — Ten  thousand  six  hundred. 

2317.  That  is  one  of  the  large  towns,  then? — 
Yes. 

2318.  How  long  have  you  been  district  in- 
spector in  Sligo  ? — I have  been  3£  years  district 
inspector  in  Sligo. 

2319.  Were  you  in  the  county  of  Sligo  before 
then? — No,  1 was  in  the  city  of  Limerick;  also 
in  the  county  of  Carlow,  in  W estmeath,  and  in 
Kerry. 

0.67. 


Chairman — con  tinu  ed. 

2320.  Have  you  statistics  prepared  with  re- 
gard to  Sunday  arrests  for  drunkenness,  and 
drunkenness  combined  with  other  offences,  in  the 
last  10  years? — I have;  I have  here  a return  of 
the  number  arrested  from  eight  o’clock  a.m.  on 
Sunday  to  eight  a.m.  on  Monday,  and  I give 
the  different  years  from  1874. 

2321.  Will  you  give  those  figures  to  the  Com- 
mittee?— In  the  year  1874  there  were  34  arrests 
and  30  convictions;  in  1875  there  were  31  ar- 
rests and  31  convictions  ; in  1876  there  were  28 
arrests  and  27  convictions ; in  1877  there  were 
34  arrests  and  32  convictions ; in  1878  there 
were  34  arrests  and  32  convictions;  in  1879 
there  were  1.6  arrests  and  16  convictions ; in 
1880  there  were  35  arrests  and  37  convictions. 
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C'Aairaara— -continued. 

2322.  How  could  you  have  more  convictions 
than  arrests? — Those  men  may  not  have  been 
arrested  ; they  may  have  been  summoned. 

2323.  And  you  have  not  included  summonses  ? 
— No,  those  are  arrests  merely ; those  were 
two  persons  summoned  and  allowed  to  go  home 
with  their  friends,  and  brought  up  afterwards ; 
there  are  many  such  cases.  In  1881  there  were 
38  arrests  and  45  convictions ; in  1882  there 
were  67  arrests  and  72  convictions;  in  1883 
there  were  41  arrests  and  43  convictions;  in  1884 
there  were  68  arrests  and  71  convictions;  in 
1885  there  were  49  arrests  and  51  convictions; 
in  1886  there  were  74  arrests  and  78  convictions  ; 
in  1887  there  were  68  arrests  and  70  con- 
victions. 

2324.  Now  taking  the  other  days  of  the  week, 
can  you  give  the  corresponding  figures  for  those ; 
we  want  to  compare  the  arrests  from  eight 
o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  with  the  rest  of  the 
week  ? — In  1874  there  were  304  arrests  and  295 
convictions  ; in  1875  there  were  300  arrests  and 
294  convictions;  in  1876  there  were  285  arrests 
and  278  convictions;  in  1877  there  were  370 
arrests  and  361  convictions;  in  1878  there  were 
343  arrests  and  337  convictions;  in  1879  there 
were  266  arrests  and  264  convictions ; in  1880 
there  were  467  arrests  and  483  convictions  ; in 
1881  there  were  602  arrests  and  639  convictions; 
in  1882  there  were  635  arrests  and  651  convic- 
tions; in  1883  there  were  634  arrests  and  616 
convictions  ; in  1884  there  were  630  arrests  and 
657  convictions ; in  1885  there  were  612  arrests 
and  631  convictions  ; in  1886  there  were  646 
arrests  and  674  convictions ; and  in  1887  there 
were  592  arrests  and  615  convictions. 

2325.  You  account  for  the  greater  number  of 
convictions  as  compared  with  the  arrests  from  the 
fact  that  there  were  some  summoned  for  the 
offence  ? — Yes. 

2326.  Would  there  be  a large  number  of  the 
cases  that  come  before  the  magistrate  summoned ; 
what  proportion  would  you  say  the  summonses 
bore  to  the  arrests? — I do  not  think  it  would  be 
a large  proportion. 

2327.  There  must  be  some,  but  would  those 
fairly  represent  the  difference? — Yes,  they  would 
fairly  represent  the  difference. 

2328.  To  what  causes  do  you  altribute  the 
increase  practically  ; doubling  the  number  of 
arrests  since  1875,  when  I find  there  were  300 
arrests;  if  I pass  on  to  1886  I find  646  arrests; 
more  than  double  ? — The  chief  cause  was  that  the 
strength  of  the  police  in  the  town  of  Sligo  up  to 
that  period  was  only  30  men ; the  number  was 
then  increased  by  10. 

2329.  What  was  the  exact  date  of  the  in- 
crease ? — In  1879  there  was  a second  police 
station  formed  in  another  portion  of  the  town, 
and  since  then  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  have 
been  nearly  doubled. 

2330.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  entire  increase  ? — That  is  the 
real  cause. 

2331.  Do  you  consider  that  those  figures  are 
a fair  indication  of  the  sobriety  of  the  people  ? — 
Certainly. 

2332.  Do  you  consider  that  there  has  been 
any  material  change  either  one  way  or  the  other 
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in  the  sobriety  of  the  people  since  1878,  as  far  as 
your  information  goes  ? — As  far  as  my  informa- 
tion goes  I do  not  think  it  has  ; it  is  really  a very 
sober  town  although  the  figures  appear  to  be 
double  what  they  were  in  the  first  five  years  of 
the  return. 

2333.  You  do  not  think  there  has  been  any- 
thing like  a proportionate  increase,  or  any  par- 
ticular increase  in  the  amount  of  drunkenness  ? 
— I do  not  think  there  has  been. 

2334.  What  is  your  own  opinion,  having  re- 
gard to  advisable  measures,  of  the  state  6f  public 
opinion  in  Sligo,  and  all  the  various  elements  that 
would  bear  upon  a question  of  this  kind  ? — That 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  been  most  bene- 
ficial. 

2335.  What  has  been  the  consequence  of  the 
Act? — In  the  first  place,  there  has  been  nothing 
nearly  like  the  amount  of  drunken  people  seen 
about  the  streets. 

2336.  Did  you  know  Sligo  before  the  Act 
came  into  operation  ? — I did  not. 

2337.  Have  you  ascertained  from  the  people 
who  knew  the  condition  of  Sligo,  before  the  Act 
was  passed,  what  was  the  former  condition  of  the 
town  ? — I have,  and  they  say  that  it  has  acted 
most  beneficially  in  every  possible  way,  both  as 
to  the  sobriety  of  the  people  themselves  and  upon 
the  general  feeling  of  the  people  altogether  in 
respect  to  this  question. 

2338.  Have  you  ascertained,  as  far  as  you 
could,  the  views  of  the  different  classes  of  people 
in  Sligo  upon  the  subject? — Yes. 

2339.  What  is  the  result ; take,  for  instance, 
the  working  classes,  the  people  who  would  natu- 
rally use  public -houses  if  they  were  open ; is 
there  any  opinion  in  favour  of  re-opening  public 
houses  on  Sundays  ? — I could  not  find  any. 

2340.  Has  any  meeting  been  held  upon  that 
side  of  the  question? — None  whatever. 

2341.  Passing  from  that,  and  coming  to  the 
employers  of  labour,  what  is  their  opinion  upon 
the  subject? — Their  opinion  is  that  the  Act 
should  be  maintained. 

2342.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  clergy  ? — 
The  clergy  of  all  denominations  are  in  favour  of 
the  maintenance  of  the  Act. 

2343.  Are  you  aware  of  any  considerable  body 
of  dissentients  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  dissen- 
tients. 

2344.  May  I take  it  as  your  evidence  that 
there  is  practical  unanimity  in  Sligo  upon  the 
question  ? — There  is  practical  unanimity  in  Sligo 
as  regards  the  maintenance  of  the  Act. 

2345.  Are  you  able  to  state,  from  information 
you  have  acquired,  that  there  has  been  any 
increase  in  illicit  dealing  in  intoxicating  liquors 
since  the  Act  passed  in  1878  ? — I have  the 
number  of  convictions  against  shebeens  for  14 
years. 

2346.  When  does  that  return  commence? — In 
the  year  1873.  It  is  from  eleven  p.m.  on  Satur- 
day to  seven  a.m.  on  Monday,  and  also  from 
seven  a.m.  on  Monday  till  eleven  p.m.  on  Satur- 
day. In  1873,  taking  the  former,  there  were 
no  convictions ; in  the  latter  there  were  two ; in 
1874  there  were  no  convictions  in  the  former ; 
there  were  three  in  the  latter;  in  1875  there 
were  two  in. the  former,  and  three  in  the  latter; 
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in  1876  there  was  one  in  the  former,  and  three  in 
the  latter;  in  1877  there  were  none  in  the  former, 
and  three  in  the  latter;  in  1878  there  were  four 
in  the  former,  and  six  in  the  latter;  in  1879 
there  were  three  in  the  former,  and  three  in  the 
latter  ; in  1880  there  were  none  in  the  former, 
and  four  in  the  latter ; in  1881  there  was  one  in 
the  former,  and  five  in  the  latter;  in  1882  there 
were  three  in  the  former,  and  six  in  the  latter ; 
in  1883  there  were  two  in  the  former,  and  two  in 
the  latter;  in  1884  there  were  three  in  the 
former,  and  one  in  the  latter;  in  1885  there  were 
none  in  the  former,  and  two  in  the  latter ; in 
1886  there  were  none  in  either,  and  in  1887  there 
were  none  in  either. 

2347.  Do  you  think  that  shebeening  has  been 
practically  put  an  end  to? — There  are  six 
suspected  houses  in  the  town  of  Sligo,  but  they 
are  closely  watched.  I do  not  say  that  shebeen- 
ing does  not  take  place,  but  we  have  not  caught 
them,  and  if  it  takes  place  it  must  be  to  a very 
small  extent. 

2348.  Have  you  directed  your  attention  to  the 
question  of  whether  the  law  requires  any 
strengthening  ? — I think  the  law  is  strong 
enough,  with  the  exception  that  for  keeping 
spirits  there  ought  to  be  a higher  penalty  than 
there  is  at  present;  as  the  law  stands  it  is 
only  40  s. 

2349.  What  would  you  suggest? — I would 
suggest  that  it  should  be  assimilated  to  the 
present  Act,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  penalty  for 
keeping  for  sale. 

2350-  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  with 
regard  to  persons  found  drinking  on  premises 
during  illegal  hours  ? — I think  the  law  is 
sufficiently  strong. 

2351.  Do  you  know  what  has  been  called  in 
the  course  of  these  investigations  a bogus  club  ; 
does  that  evil  exist  in  Sligo  to  any  extent  ? — It 
does  not ; there  is  no  such  thing  in  Sligo. 

2352.  When  the  Act  came  into  operation  in 
Sligo  in  1878,  from  inquiries  you  made  were  you 
abfe  to  ascertain  how  it  was  received  by  the 
people,  particularly  by  the  working  classes ; were 
there  any  of  the  riots  or  disturbances  that  were 
anticipated  ? — I never  heard  of  any. 

2353.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants 
and  of  the  people  of  Sligo,  do  you  think  that 
heme  drinking  is  a serious  evil  in  that  town '! — 
It  is  not. 

2354. You  think  the  people  are  sober  ? — They 
are. 

2355.  Has  there  been,  to  your  knowledge,  any 
demoralisation  of  the  working  classes  and  their 
families  to  any  great  extent  consequent  upon 
Sunday  closing  ; that  is  to  say,  is  there  any 
excess  of  home  drinking  and  demoralisation  of 
the  women  and  children  of  the  working  classes 
that  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  town,  can 
trace  to  the  fact  that  public-houses  are  closed  on 
Sundays  ? — No. 

2356.  What  is  the  state  of  the  town  of  Sligo 
with  reference  to  Saturday ; is  there  an  excess  of 
Saturday  drinking? — The  great  bulk  of  these 
convictions  and  arrests  are  on  Saturday  nights. 

2357.  What  is  the  hour  for  closing  on  Satur- 
days ? — Eleven  o’clock,  being  a town  of  over 
5,000  inhabitants'. 
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2358.  Do  you  consider  that  is  a proper  hour? 
— I would  prefer  an  earlier  hour. 

2359.  What  hour  would  you  suggest? — Nine 
o’clock. 

2360;  Would  that  interfere  with  the  hours  of 
marketing  ? — It  would  not. 

2361.  There  was  some  evidence  given  to  the 
Committee  with  regard  to  Dublin,  to  the  effect 
that  a good  many  of  those  who  hold  publicans’ 
licenses  did  a grocery  business,  and  that  then- 
hours  of  trade  were  later  than  nine  o’clock,  and 
that  it  would  lie  a serious  inconvenience  to  them 
to  oblige  the  spirit  grocers  to  close  their  bars  at 
nine  o’clock ; does  that  apply  to  Sligo  ? — I have 
made  careful  inquiries  as  to  that.  In  Sligo  the 
market  day  is  Saturday,  and  most  of  the  mar- 
keting is  done  by  the  country  people,  and  they 
are  mostly  out  of  the  town  by  six  o’clock.  Of 
course  there  are  people  who  live  in  the  town  who 
do  transact  marketing  after  . six  o’clock,  but  there 
is  ample  time  for  them  to  do  it,  and  they  can  do 
it  between  six  and  nine  perfectly  well. 

2362.  Do  you  think  that  closing  at  nine  o’clock 
would  not  interfere  with  Sligo  as  a market  town? 
— Certainly  not.  It  is  a very  large  market  town 
and  a very  large  market,  hut,  practically,  all  the 
country  people  are  clear  out  of  the  town  by  six 
o’clock.- 

2363.  With  regard  to  the  exemption  of  bona 
fide  travellers,  have  any  cases  of  abuse  of  that 
privilege  come  under  your  notice  ? — I know 
there  is  great  abuse  of  that  section,  for  it  is  one 
against  which  the  police  can  very  seldom  con- 
test successfully,  because  of  course  the  onus  is 
thrown  upon  the  publican,  if  he  knows  a person 
to  be  a traveller,  to  serve  him  with  drink,  and 
a person  travelling  three  miles  under  the  present 
Act  is  always  a traveller. 

2364.  In  what  direction  would  you  suggest  an 
alteration  of  the  law  ? — I would  suggest  that  the 
distance  be  increased  to  either  five  or  six  miles. 

2365.  Would  that,  in  your  opinion,  be  suffi- 
cient?—I think  it  would,  and  also  I would  re- 
commend an  alteration  in  the  law  as  regards  the 
class  of  houses  that  would  be  licensed  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  accommodation  or  drinkino- 
accommodation  for  bond  fide  travellers.  As  the 
law  stands  at  present,  every  licensed  publican 
can  sell  to  a bond  fide  traveller. 

2366.  You  would  limit  it  to  a bona  fide 
traveller  ? — I would. 

2367.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what 
class  of  houses  you  refer  to  ? — I refer  to  such 
houses  as  hotels,  or  places  where  people  could 
get  eatables  at  as  well  as  drinkables. 

2368.  How  would  you  define  your  hotel  with 
regard  to  the  exigencies  of  Sligo  ? — There  are 
only  very  few  hotels — I would  say  places — where 
there  are  four  rooms  for  the  sleeping  accom- 
modation of  guests  ; or  eating  houses,  regular 
restaurants  where  a dinner  is  provided,  places 
for  the  actual  supply  of  refreshment. 

2369.  From  your  knowledge  of  Sligo,  do  you 
think  the  limitation  to  houses  containing  four 
sleeping  rooms  would  practically  include  every- 
thing that  constituted  a real  bond  fide  hotel  ? — 
It  would. 

2370.  Would  you  have  a different  class  of 
licenses  for  an  establishment  of  that  kind ; you 
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are  aware  that  at  present  hotels  and  restaurants 
have  the  ordinary  publicans’  licenses ; would  you 
have  a different  license,  or  would  you  operate  by 
exemption  order?— At  present  they  are  six  or 
seven-days’  licenses.  1 should  recommend  that 
they  should  be  all  six-day  licenses,  and  that  for 
Sundays,  they  should  have  a separate  license. 
At  present  they  are  all  seven -days’  licenses, 
only  that  one-sixth  is  deducted  for  a six-day 
license.  I would  have  them  all  six-day  licenses. 

2371.  As  I understand,  the  body  which  should 
decide  whether  a restaurant  or  an  hotel 
it  should  have  a seven-days’  license,  should  be 
the  ordinary  licensing  authority?  — Certainly. 
Bearing  upon  that  subject,  I may  mention  cer- 
tain closes  of  houses  which  are  very  rife  in  the 
rural  districts  ; that  is,  small  public-houses, 
wretched  places,  close  to  chapels,  which  the 
people  who  attend  the  chapels  are  constantly 
going  into.  Of  course,  the  parishes  in  the  coun- 
try are  very,  large ; the  people  come  long  dis- 
tances, and  there  is  scarcely  a chapel  without  a 
small  public-house  in  close  attendance  upon.it. 
I had  the  honour  of  having  a long  conversation 
with  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Elphin,  and  he  was 
very  strong  upon  the  point  of  having  the  small 
roadside  public-houses  near  chapels  discon- 
tinued. 

2372.  Would  you  state  to  the  Committee  the 
substance  of  his  recommendations  ?— lie  recom- 
mended that  no  houses  should  be  licensed  of  that 
class,  and  that  there  should  be  only  a certain 
class  of  houses  licensed  ; and  that  bears  on  what 
I have  already  said  as  regards  the  class  of  houses 
which  alone  should  get  that  sort  of  license. 

2373.  By  what  test  would  you  go  ?— I would 
go  by  the  valuation,  and  by  the  suitability  of  the 
accommodation . 

2374.  You  are  aware  that  our  inquiries  are 
limited  to  the  question  of  Sunday  closing  ; have 
you  any  other  suggestions  to  bring  before  the 
Committee  with  regard  to  that  branch  of  the 
subject? — I do  not  think  I gave  the  Committee 
a return  with  regard  to  the  number  of  convic- 
tions against  licensed  publicans  for  the  sale  of 
drink  on  Sundays.  From  the  year  1874  to  the 
year  1878,  there  were  no  convictions  for  selling- 
on  Sundays;  in  1879  there  were  four  convictions ; 
in  1880,  there  were  three  convictions;  in  1881, 
there  were  seven  convictions ; in  1 882,  there  were 
four  convictions;  in  1883,  there  were  five  con- 
victions; in  1884,  there  were  six  convictions  ; in 
1885,  there  were  12  convictions;  in  1886,  there 
were  10  convictions,  and  in  1887,  there  were  nine 
convictions.  Now  those  convictions  are  under 
the  78th  section  of  the  Act  of  1872  ; and  for  the 
first  offence  the  penalty  is  10 1.,  and  for  the 
second  offence,  not  over  20 1.  Of  course  there  is 
•no  minimum  ; it  is  left  to  the  option  of  the  magis- 
trates to  endorse  either  the  second  or  subsequent 
offences  if  they  choose  on  the  licenses.  In  my 
experience  that  is  seldom  or  never  done ; very 
small  fines  are  always  imposed,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  it  has  no  deterrent  effect  what- 
soever upon  them.  Publicans  who  try  to  evade 
the  Act  can  easily  get  up  the  small  fines  which 
are  imposed  upon  them,  and  when  there  is  no 
record  on  the  license  it  does  not  come  under  the 
30th  section  of  that  Act.  But  I believe  that 
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when  there  are  two  convictions  on  the  license, 
and  the  publican  commits  an  offence  for  which 
there  may  be  another  endorsement,  the  public- 
house  keeper  can  be  disqualified  for  five  years 
from  holding  a license,  and  the  premises  for  two 
years.  I should  recommend  a minimum  fine  of 
5 1.  for  the  second  offence,  with  absolute  indorse- 
ment upon  the  license,  not  leaving  it  optional  to 
the  magistrates. 

2375.  Do  your  observations  as  to  the  increased 
strength  of  the  police  apply  to  the  convictions 
and  proceedings  as  regards  shebeening? — Yes. 

2376.  Have  you  any  other  returns  to  give  to 
the  Committee  ? — I have.  I have  here  the 
number  of  public-houses  in  the  town  of  Sligo. 

2377.  What  is  that?— The  number  is  87  ; that 
includes  all  kinds  ; hotels  which  hold  publicans’ 
licenses,  and  so  on. 

2378.  How  many  of  those  are  seven-day 
licenses? — Forty-eight  are  seven-day  licenses; 
38  are  six-day  licenses,  and  there  is  one  six-day 
early  closing  license. 

2379.  How  many  spirit  grocers  are  there  ? — 
There  are  none. 

2380.  How  many  beer  retailers  are  there  ? — 
None. 

2381.  Are  there  any  refreshment-rooms  with 
wine  licenses? — There  are  none. 

2382.  With  regard  to  the  county  of  Sligo, 
what  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  working 
of  the  Act ; because,  of  course,  you  have  a rural 
district  as  well  as  a town  under  your  charge  ? — 
I will  give  the  Committee  a return  of  the  number 
of  public-houses  in  the  county. 

2383.  Do  those  returns  you  have  given  refer 
to  the  town  only  ? — Yes. 

2384.  Have  you  the  returns  for  the  county? 
—Yes,  and  for  that  portion  of  the  county  in  my 
district,  the  number  of  public-houses  in  the 
county  is  284. 

2385.  How  are  they  divided  ? — I cannot 
answer  that  question.  You  may  say  they  are 
all  seven-day  licenses  except  the  one  that  I men- 
tioned. 

2386.  I suppose  in  the  county  there  are  no 
spirit  grocers  or  beer  retailers,  are  there  ? — No. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

2387.  Are  the  284  in  addition  to  the  87  ? — 
The  284  includes  all.  There  are  87  licensed 
houses,  as  I said,  this  year  in  the  town  of  Sligo  ; 
in  the  year  1884,  there  were  74  public-houses  in 
the  town  of  Sligo;  in  1885,  there  were  75; 
in  1886,  there  were  80;  and  in  1887,  there 
were  87. 

Chairman. 

2388.  Would  you  go  back  a little  further  and 
tell  the  Committee  how  many  there  were  in 
1874? — I cannot  give  you  that  information. 

2389.  How  far  back  can  you  go? — I have 
gone  back  four  years. 

2390-  These  four  years  are  covered  by  your 
resid  ence  there  ? — Y es. 

2391.  Have  you  observed  any  change,  in  one 
way  or  the  other,  in  the  habits  of  the  people  with 
regard  to  sobriety  ?— The  returns  vary  from  615 
to  674  convictions ; but  the  main  cause  of  the 
increase  of  the  arrests  is  the  increase  in  the  police 
force, 
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force,  I think.  Still  I wish  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  fact  of  the  number  of 
houses  having  been  so  much  increased. 

2392.  Do  you  consider  that  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  convictions  is  due  in  any  way  to 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  public-houses  ? — 
Partly,  but  more  particularly  to  the  increase  of 
the  number  of  police  in  the  town.  The  reason 
I mentioned  that  increase  is,  that  [ wished  to 
draw  attention  to  the  licensing  justices  who  give 
those  licenses. 

2393.  We  are  merely  inquiring  into  the  ques- 
tion of  Sunday  closing.  I understand  you  have 
called  attention  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
public-houses,  and  now  you  are  going  to  call 
attention  to  a body  called  the  licensing0 justices  ? 

Yes ; as  part  of  the  licensing  question. 

2394.  But  we  are  not  inquiring  into  the 
licensing  question ; anything  that  bears  upon  the 
question  of  Sunday  closing  we  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you? — I think  I have  given  all  I have 
to  say  upon  that  point. 

2395.  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Act  of  1878,  in  the  rural  districts? 
— I should  certainly  advise  its  continuance. 

Mr.  O’  Connor. 

2396.  Is  that  the  general  opinion,  as  far  as  you 
can  gather  it  ? — Certainly  in  the  rural  districts. 

2397.  I think  you  said  that  the  people  ac- 
quiesced in  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  ?— As  far  as 
I am  aware. 

2398.  You  were  not  in  the  district  at  the  time? 
— I was  not. 

2399.  Were  you  in  the  force  at  the  time?— I 
was. 

2400.  Where  were  you  then  stationed?— I 
was  in  Westmeath. 

2401.  Was  that  a district  similar  to  the  place 
you  are  now  stationed  in?— No.  Sligo  is  a large 
town ; the  place  I was  in  then  was  a mere 
village. 

2402.  In  1878  there  was  no  convictions  for 
offences  against  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  ? — As 
far  as  the  returns  show. 

2403.  In  1879  there  were  four? — Yes. 

. 2404.  Now  you  say  that  the  number  of  con- 
victions increased  up  to  1885,  when  they  were 
twelve,  to  1886,  when  they  were  ten,  and  to  1887, 
when  they  were  nine.  Now,  judging  from  those 
figures,  do  you  think  the  people  have  acquiesced 
in  Sunday  closing  ?,— I think  so,  the  great 
majority  of  them. 

_ 2405.  To  what  do  you  attribute  those  con- 
victions ? — To  idlers  about  the  towns,  who,  no 
matter  what  restrictive  measures  were  in  force, 
would  try  to  get  drink. 

2406.  But  when  you  had  twelve  convicted  in 
1885,  is  it  not  likely  that  there  were  a great  num- 
ber of  infractions  of  the  law  ? — I do  not  think 
so. 

2407.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  detect 
every  case  of  a breach  of  the  law  in  this  respect? 

— We  do  our  best  to  do  that;  there  may  be  some 
who  escape. 

2408.  In  your  opinion  do  not  those  convictions 
point  to  the  fact  that  the  people  feel  the  law  to 
be  a restraint,  and  evade  the  law?— No,  except- 
ing a certain  class  of  people. 

2409.  Now  I want  to  take  you  to  some  other 


Mr.  O'Connor — continued, 
figures.  You  see  that  the  convictions  for  shebeen- 
ing  increase  from  1873,  when  they  were  only  two 
upon  week-days,  to  1883,  when  they  were  two 
on  Sundays  and  twelve  on  week-days.  Looking 
at  the  figures  that  you  have  given,  do  not  you 
see  that  the  result  of  Sunday  closing  has  been 
an  increase  in  shebeening  ?— In  that  year,  but 
they  are  greatly  diminished  in  • the  years  subse- 
quently ; in  1884  there  was  one,  in  1885  there 
were  two,  and  in  1886  and  1887  there  were  none. 

2410.  In  what  year  did  the  Act  come  into 
operation  ?— In  1878. 

2411.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  absolute 

non-existence  of  convictions  for  shebeenin^  in 
1886  and  1887? — We  had  police  in  plain  clothes 
always  watching  those  suspected  houses  every 
Sunday.  J 

2412.  The  police  were  very  busy  in  your  dis- 
trict during  the  agitation,  were  they  net?— We 
have  had  our  fair  share  of  it ; not  in  Slio-o  itself 
but  elsewhere. 

2413.  Are  your  men  drafted  out  of  the  town 
on  Sunday  ? — Occasionally. 

, 2414.  Would  that  account  for  the  want  of  con- 
victions ? — No,  because  those  men  that  are  em- 
ployed upon  that  work  are  never  drafted  out. 

2415.  :£re  tliere  “any  people  employed  in 
Sligo?— Yes,  there  is  a fair  share;  there  are 
10,600  inhabitants  in  the  town.  There  is  one 
large  factory  which  employs  about  200  people. 

2416.  On  what  day  do  they  pay  wages? 

Every  second  Friday,  I believe,  they  are  paid. 

2417.  Do  you  think  the  hotels  and  places 
where  people  get  eatables  would  be  sufficient  to 
supply  and  accommodate  travellers  on  Sundays  ? 
— I think  so.  Sligo,  as  you  may  be  aware,  is  a 
large  town  of  10,000  inhabitants,  but  there  are 
very  few  travellers  come  there  except  people 
who  go  to  the  hotels,  except  on  Sundays,  when 
there  are  a few  excursionists  from  Ennis- 
killen, Manorhamilton,  and  Boyle,  who  come  to 
Sligo  for  the  sake  of  the  sea  when  they  o-0  to 
Bosses  Point. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Dona/d. 

2418.  With  regard  to  the  small  public-houses 
and  their  proximity  to  the  chapels  ; is  it  not  the 
fact  that  there  are  always  some  other  houses 
beside  the  chapels;  are  not  the  public-houses 
usually  fixed  in  places  where  there  is  a small 
population  ?— I will  give  the  Committee  an 
instance  of  one.  At  Drumcliff,  five  miles  from 
Sligo,  there  is  a school-house,  a public-house,  a 
chapel,  and  a few  cottages  about,  but  there  is  no 
village  there. 

2419.  Is  not  a public-house  a necessity  of  a 
district  ? — I do  not  think  it  is  a necessity  there  • 

I think  quite  the  contrary. 

2420.  Are  there  not  times  of  illness  when 
people  require  a public-house  ?— There  may  be 
times  when  it  is  necessary  to  get  stimulants. 

2421.  Are  not  stimulants  sometimes  prescribed 
by  doctors?— Certainly. 

2422.  You  do  not  consider  it  a lauo-hino- 

matter,  do  you  ? — I am  not  laughing.  ° 

2423.  The  public-houses  are  useful  to  the 
locality  on  that  account,  are  they  not  ? — They 
would  be  under  certain  circumstances. 

. 2424.  And  of  course  a chemist  is  not  in  prox- 
imity to  such  a population  as  that  ? — No  doubt 
0 2 *-  2425.  I believe 
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2425.  I believe  you  know  the  town  of  Sligo 
andits  surroundings  pretty  well? — I do,  very  well. 

2426.  You  have  given  the  Committee  statistics 
in  reference  to  the  number  of  arrests  on  Sundays 
from  1874  to  1887  ; how  do  you  account  for  the 
very  great  increase  from  the  earlier  year  to  the 
latter  year? — It  is  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
increase  in  the  force  of  police ; that  increase  is 
on  week-days. 

2427.  But  I refer  to  Sundays? — From  eleven 
p.m.  on  Saturdays  to  seven  a.m.  on  Monday. 

2428.  The  first  table  of  statistics  you  gave  the 
Committee  was  for  1874,  when  you  say  there 
were  34  arrests  and  30  convictions  ; in  1887  you 
say  there  were  68  arrests  and  70  convictions ; 
how  do  you  account  for  the  increase? — On  ac- 
count of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  police,  and 
also  the  increase  in  the  number  of  public-houses. 

2429.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  houses,  I 
infer,  has  been  very  inconsiderable  ? — There  has 
been  an  increase  during'  the  last  14  years,  from 
1874  to  1887. 

2430.  What  was  the  original  number  of  the 
police  ? — Thirty. 

2431.  What  is  the  number  at  present? — There 
are  40  police,  distributed  into  two  barracks. 

2432.  Ten  additional  police  can  scarcely  account 
for  double  the  number  of  convictions  ?— Pre- 
viously to  the  second  police  barrack  being 
established  there  was  only  one  at  the  very  end 
of  the  town. 

2433.  The  number  of  the  barracks,  of  course, 
does  not  matter  ; it  is  the  number  of  police  in  the 
town  that  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  not  the  number  of  barracks,  and  I want  you 
to  explain  to  me  how  you  can  account  for  the 
additional  number  of  10  police  producing  more 
than  double  the  number  of  convictions? — Those 
back  streets,  which  were  not  so  much  under  the 
supervision  of  the  police  before,  have  now  come 
under  it,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a police  barrack  at 
one  end  of  the  town  where  there  was  not  one  be- 
fore. 

2434.  But  until  that  year,  when  you  had  only 
one  police  barrack  there,  you  sent  your  man  on 
to  the  further  end  of  the  towD,  quite  as  much  as 
you  did  to  the  nearer  end,  did  you  not? — Not 
quite  so  frequently. 

2435.  The  arrests  in  the  earlier  years,  and  the 
convictions  also,  are  only  half,  in  some  cases  less 
than  half,  the  number  of  convictions  in  the  later 
years ; can  ycu  not  account  for  that  increase  ? — 
I account  for  it  by  the  increased  number  of  houses. 

2436.  There  are  only  13.  Now  you  say,  on 
the  whole,  Sligo  is  a very  sober  town,  and  being 
a very  sober  town  and  having  a large  and  respect- 
able population,  do  you  think  that  the  inhabitants 
of  it  ought  to  be  restricted  in  what  we  should 
consider  as  their  right  to  get  any  necessary  re- 
freshment?— I think  the  Act  has  been  most 
beneficial,  and  that  it  should  be  continued. 

2437.  What  do  you  say  with  reference  to  the 
number  of  convictions  for  shebeening  in  1883  ; 
did  you  say  you  had  12  convictions? — Yes,  there 
were  12  convictions  for  shebeening  in  1883. 

2438.  W as  that  not  a natural  consequence  of 
the  total  closing  on  Sunday  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

2439.  It  was  at  least  one  of  the  consequences, 
was  it  not? — It  may  have  been  one  of  the  eonse- 
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quences,  but  the  number  seems  to  have  been 
abnormally  high  then,  because  in  the  following 
year  it  was  only  three,  and  the  year  after  that  it 
was  only  one. 

2440.  Perhaps  the  police  were  otherwise  en- 
gaged in  the  year  1883  ? — I was  not  there  in 
1883,  but  in  other  parts  of  Ireland ; it  was  a very 
busy  year  with  us. 

2441.  Do  not  you  consider  that  there  would 
be  an  increase  in  shebeening  if  the  public-houses 
were  closed  on  Sundays  ? — I do  not  think  there 
would  in  Sligo. 

2442.  I thought  you  stated  that  the  police 
could  not  cope  with  the  evil  of  shebeening  in  the 
case  of  total  Sunday  closing  ? — I do  not  think  I 
said  that ; I said  that  I thought  their  hands 
would  require  to  be  strengthened. 

2443.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  other 
official  witnesses  who  were  examined  before  the 
Committee  ? — Only  Mr.  Davis. 

2444.  Are  you  not  aware  that  each  and  all  of 
them  stated  that  the  police  under  the  present  ex- 
isting law  are  not  able  to  cope  with  shebeening? 
— I read  that  in  Mr.  Cameron’s  evidence  in  the 
newspaper. 

2445.  I am  glad  to  hear  you  say  that  there 
are  no  bogus  clubs  in  Sligo,  and  that  there  is  not 
anv  considerable  amount  of  home  drinking? — 
Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

2446.  1 should  hope  that  there  would  be  no 
bogus  clubs,  but  would  you  not  consider  that 
home  drinking  would  be  increased  by  the  total 
closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  ? — But  we 
have  total  closing  now. 

2447.  But  by  the  continuance  of  it  ? — No, 
I should  say  not,  inasmuch  as  no  bogus  clubs 
have  been  established,  and  I am  not  aware  of 
any  great  amount  of  home  drinking.  I have 
seen  practically  none  of  it  for  four  years,  and  if 
it  existed  I should  have  been  aware  of  it. 

2448.  But  are  not  the  number  of  arrests  on 
Sunday  mainly  due  to  home  drinking  ? — They 
are  mainly  dtie  to  the  sale  of  drink  by  publicans. 

2449.  But  would  you  not  consider  that  the 
main  number  of  arrests  arose  from  home  drinking 
after  the  closing  hours  ? — No,  I think  not. 

2450.  A certain  number  of  the  publicans  in 
Sligo  have  large  grocery  establishments  in  con- 
nection with  their  licensed  business,  have  they 
not  ? — They  have. 

2451.  And  they  keep  those  houses  open  till 
eleven  o’clock  ? — They  do. 

2452.  And  a very  general  business  is  being 
done  up  till  eleven  o’clock,  is  it  not? — Yes;  there 
is  business  done ; I will  not  say  there  is  a very 
large  business  done,  because  in  my  direct 
evidence  I said  that  most  of  the  country  business 
was  over  at  six  o’clock. 

2453.  But  I mean  in  the  town?— I am  in- 
formed by  the  publicans  themselves  that  there  is 
not  much  general  business  going  on  after  nine 
o’clock  at  night ; it  is  mostly  drinking  that  goes 
on  after  nine  o’clock. 

2454.  Would  you  not  consider  it  an  incon- 
venience to  the  poorer  class  of  the  population  to 
be  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  going  in  between 
nine,  and  eleven  o’clock  at  night  to  purchase 
their  home  requisites  and  necessaries  ? — As  a 
general  rule  they  have  those  things  purchased 
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before  that  time,  and  it  is  the  people  who  go  in 
there  and  squander  their  money  remaining  in  the 
public-house,  who  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
police. 

2455.  You  rather  recommend  the  extension  of 
the  bona Jide  traveller  limits  to  five  or  six  miles? 
— Yes. 

2456.  How  far  is  Rosse’s  Point  from  Sligo  ? — 
Five  miles. 

2457.  Would  you  not  consider  Rosse’s  Point  a 
place  which  should  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of 
giving  bona  Jide  travellers  refreshment?  — I 
should. 

2458.  Then  you  would  leave  Rosse’s  Point 
outside  the  area  of  your  limit? — I would.  I 
might  qualify  that  by  saying  within  a radius  of 
five  miles  from  large. towns. 

2459.  Are  you  not  aware  that  a very  great 
number  of  people  during  the  summer  season  and 
the  bathing  season  frequent  Rosse’s  Point? — 
They  do. 

2460.  Not  merely  on  Sundays  but  on  week- 
days? -Yes,  on  weelt-days  also. 

2461.  It  would  be  a great  public  inconvenience, 
would  it  not,  that  those  who  frequent  those  places 
should  not  be  able  to  get  necessary  refreshment? 
— I think  a bond  fide  traveller  should  be  able  to 
get  refreshment  if  he  came  from  a long  distance. 

2462.  You  say  you  would  alter  the  class  of 
houses  and  confine  the  license  to  hotels  and  re- 
staurants for  the  Sunday  business  ? — Yes. 

2463.  And  that  each  such  hotel  should  have 
at  least  four  sleeping  rooms  ? — Yes,  so  as  to 
make  them  bond  Jide  hotels. 

2464.  You  do  not  apply  that  to  restaurants? 
— A restaurant  would  be  a regular  eating-house. 

2465.  The  two  principal  hotels  in  Sligo  are 
the  “.Imperial'’  and  the  “Victoria”9— Yes, 
they  are. 

2466.  Outside  those  two  principal  hotels,  how 
manv  are  there  of  minor  hotels? — About  four 
have  the  word  “ hotel  ” over  the  door. 

2467.  Would  those  two  principal  hotels  and 
the  four  minor  hotels  be  sufficient  to  accommodate 
excursion  parties  coming  from  Carrick-on-Sha'n- 
non,  Boyle,  and  Ballymote  ?— Yes,  as  a general 
rule,  because  in  the  summer  when  the  excursionists 
come  they  do  not  remain  in  the  town  at  all ; they 
generally  go  to  Rosse’s  Point. 

2468.  Do  you  therefore  agree  with  me  that  an 
extension  of  accommodation  is  required  at  Rosse’s 
Point  ? — I do  not  at  all. 

2469.  Do  not  a number  of  these  excursionists 
go  up  the  lake,  which  is  1 believe  next  after 
Killarney  iu  point  of  beauty?— A good  many  of 
them  do. 

2470.  As  regards  those  who  go  up  the  lake, 
how  would  you  supply  them?— From  the  hotels 
and  restaurants. 

2471.  Would  they  be  sufficient  ?— I think  they 
would. 

2472.  What  other  place  is  there  to  go  to? — 
Glencarr,  but  very  few  go  there. 

2473.  With  regard  to  Glencarr,  Drumcliff  is 
the  nearest  point  at  which  they  could  get  refresh- 
ment, is  it  not? — It  is. 

2474.  And  yet  you  would  close  the  only 
house  in  . that  direction  ? — 1 would,  because 
there  is  another  hou*e  in  the  village  of  Drum- 
cliff  which  is  a mile  beyond  the  chapel  that  I 
alluded  to. 
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2475.  That  is  close  by  the  police  barracks,  is 
it  not: — Yes,  it  is  a mile  beyond  the  chapel  to 
which  I referred  before. 

2476.  The  number  of  convictions  of  publicans 
on  Sundays  are  considerably  on  the  increase, 
are  they  not;  you  had  none  from  1874  to  1878  ? 
— I had  none. 

2477.  And  you  had,  in  1885,  two  convictions  of 
publicans  ? — Yes. 

2478.  In  1886,  10  convictions,  and  in  1887, 
nine  ? — Yes. 

2479.  That  is  more  than  double  on  the  average 
the  number  that  you  had  in  1879  and  1880? — 
Yes. 

2480.  How  do  you  account  for  this  increased 
number  of  convictions? — By  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  public-houses,  and  also  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  police,  so  that  we  are  able  to 
detect  offences  better. 

2481.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  quite  effec- 
tive ? — I think  it  would, 

2482.  Have  you  consulted  Mr.  Moroney,  the 
resident  magistrate  ?— I have. 

2483.  What  are  his  opinions  upon  the  subject 
of  your  examination  ? — He  recommended  that 
the  Act,  as  it  is  at  present,  should  be  permanent, 
and  that  there  should  be  earlier  closing  on  Satur- 
day nights. 

2484.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  Mr.  Moroney 
would  limit  the  number  of  hours  for  which 
public-houses  should  be  opened  on  Sunday,  but 
he  would  not  recommend  the  total  closing  of 
them  ? — I never  heard  him  say  that. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

2485.  You  were  stationed  at  Limerick  before 
you  were  stationed  at  Sligo,  were  you  not  ? — Yes, 
I was. 

2486.  Could  you  give  the  Committee  any 
notion  of  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Limerick 
on  this  subject  ? — I cannot  give  you  the  opinions 
of  the  inhabitants,  because  I did  not  ask  them, 
but  I might  give  you  the  opinion  I formed 
when  I was  there ; the  Act  was  very  beneficial, 
but  I always  felt  that  the  hours  were  too  long 
there.  I would  not  go  for  total  closing  in  these 
large  cities.  I should  say  the  houses  ought  to 
be  open  from  what  they  call  the  dinner  hour,  say 
from  two  to  four  or  five  o’clock  on  Sundays,  for 
the  sale  of  porter  and  beer  not  to  be  consumed 
on  the  premises. 

2487.  And  not  spirits  ? — Not  spirits. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

2488.  I think  you  stated  in  your  evidence  that 
the  total  closing  of  public-houses  in  Sligo  on 
Sundays,  as  far  as  you  could  observe,  caused  no 
inconvenience  to  the  general  public? — None. 

2489.  And  as  regards  the  general  morality  of 
the  town  it  is  better  in  everybody’s  interest 
when  there  is  total  closing  of  public-houses? — 
Certainly. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

2490.  Do  you  consider  that  your  figures  would 
in  any  way  indicate  that  benefit  ha3  been  de- 
rived from  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sundays? — Yes,  certainly. 

2491.  What  do  you  point  to  us  as  showing  that? 
— For  instance  in  the  return  for  illicit  sales  there 
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was  no  conviction  for  shebeening  in  the  last  two 
years  ; that  shows  that  the  people  do  not  require 
the  drink. 

2492.  Then  I would  ask  you  from  the  figures 
you  liave  given  what  figures  do  you  say  indicate 
that  benefit  has  been  derived  from  Sunday  clos- 
ing ; the  figures  you  give  me  for  showing  that 
are  merely  these  for  the  last  two  years? — Those 
are  taken  from  the  figures  for  illicit  sales. 

2493.  You. would  not  rely  upon  the  figures 
relating  to  Sunday  convictions  for  showing  that 
there  has  been  any  good  effected,  would  you? — I 
have  answered  that  question  indirectly  before, 
by  saying  that  the  increase  in  numbers  in  pre- 
vious years  is  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  public-houses  in  the  town  of  Sligo,  and  also  to 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  police. 

2494.  But  you  do  not  point  to  the  figures  re- 
lating to  convictions  for  drinking  on  Sunday  as 
showing  that  there  has  been  any  benefit  conferred, 
do  you,  by  Sunday  closing? — No,  I do  not,  be- 
cause they  would  be  against  me. 

2495.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  prac- 
tice of  illicit  distilling  in  Ireland? — There  is  a 
great  deal  of  it  in  parts  of  the  county  of  Sligo, 
and  in  the  mountainous  districts  near  Mayo. 

2496.  Is  a great  deal  of  it  undetected? — A 
great  deal  of  it  is  detected. 

2497.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  that  illicit 
distilling  is  increasing  or  diminishing? — I should 
say  it  is  about  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  years 
past. 

2498.  Do  you  think  that  has  anything  to  do 
with  the  question  of  Sunday  closing  ? — 1 do  not 
think  it  has. 

2499.  Plow  do  you  account  for  the  number  of 
those  who  have  been  convicted  for  drinking  since 
the  Sunday  Closing  A ct  has  been  passed ; where 
have  they  been  getting  their  drink? — From  the 
publicans  on  Sundays. 

2500.  Do  you  consider  if  you  could  prevent 
absolutely  the  illegal  opening  of  houses  on  Sun- 
days there  would  be  a great  diminution  of  drunk- 
enness ? — I do  think  so. 

2501.  When  you  speak  of  limiting  the  hours 
in  large  towns  and  only  allowing  off-licenses  on 
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Sunday,  have  you  in  mind  the  fact  that  there  are 
in  many  large  towns  restaurants  where  people 
habitually  dine  ? — I never  served  in  a large  town 
of  that  kind,  there  was  no  such  house  in  Limerick 
when  I served  there. 

2502.  And  you  had  not  that  in  your  mind? — I 
had  not. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

2503.  You  were  asked  some  questions  with  re- 
gard to  arrests  for  drunkenness ; do  not  you  think 
that,  as  far  as  your  experience  goes,  the  fact  that 
people  can  get  into  public-houses  on  the  pretence 
that  they  are  bona  jide  travellers,  gives  a great 
temptation  to  publicans  to  sell  to  men  who  are  not 
bona  Jide  travellers? — No  doubt,  because  I have 
often  found  that  a person  will  go  in  who  is  abso- 
lutely a bond  Jide  traveller,  but  will  take  in  some- 
one else  with  him  who  is  not  a bond  Jide  traveller. 

2504.  That  is  why  you  think  you  would  re- 
strict the  sale  to  bond  Jide  travellers,  and  not  let 
a publican  open  his  house  to  anyone? — Yes. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

2505.  Your  figures  show  that  in  the  six  years 
before  the  Act  was  passed  there  was  an  average 
of  ljj  convictions  per  year,  and  after  the  Act  was 
passed  there  were  1^  convictions  in  the  year.  In 
vour  opinion  has  there  been  any  real  increase  in 
shebeening  since  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  was 
passed? — No,  1 think  there  has  been  a decrease. 

Mr.  Lea. 

2506.  You  were  stationed  in  Westmeath  be 
fore  you  were  stationed  at  Sligo,  were  you  not  ? 
— I was. 

2507.  Had  you  any  trouble  with  regard  to  the 
Act  in  W estmeath  ? — No,  not  at  all. 

Chairman. 

2508.  When  a stimulant  is  prescribed  by  a 
doctor,  I presume  it  would  be  obtained  generally 
from  a chemist’s  shop? — Yes. 

2509.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  illicit  dealing 
of  publicans  tends  to  increase  the  number  of 
arrests  on  Sundays  ? — Certainly. 
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Mr.  Patrick  A.  M'Hugh,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  Peter  Mc Donald. 

2510.  You  are  the  Mayor  of  Sligo,  are  you 
not  ? — Yes. 

2511.  Have  you  any  connection  either  direct 
or  indirect  with  the  spirit  trade  of  Sligo,  or  else- 
where?— I have  no  connection  direct  or  indirect 
with  the  spirit  traffic. 

2512.  Or  any  immediate  relative  of  yours? — 
None  of  my  relatives  are  engaged  in  the  spirit 
traffic. 

2513.  You  are  also,  are  you  not,  the  proprietor 
and  editor  of  “ The  Sligo  Champion,”  which  is 
the  principal  newspaper  in  Sligo  ? — I am. 

2514.  Have  you  a considerable  knowledge  of 
the  habits  and  requirements,  and,  I may  add,  of 
the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Sligo  on  this  question 
of  the  Sunday  closing  of  the  public-houses? — 
I know  the  people  of  Sligo  intimately,  and  I have 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  .opinions  on  most 
questions,  this  included. 

2515.  I believe,  as  Mayor  of  Sligo,  you  exer- 
cise magisterial  functions  in  the  town  ? — Yes,  I 
am  chief  magistrate  of  the  borough,  and  I preside 
at  the  Petty  Sessions  Court. 

2516.  In  that  capacity  have  the  abuses  of  the 
trade,  if  I may  so  call  them,  been  brought  under 
your  notice  ? — Very  frequently. 

2517.  What  is  your  opinion  as  regards  the  total 
closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays  ? — I believe 
the  effect  of  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  in 
Sligo  is  injurious. 

2518.  Would  you  recommend  a partial  closing 
on  Sunday  ? — I would  recommend  the  opening  of 
the  public-houses  on  Sundays  between  the  hours 
of  two  and  five  o’clock. 

2519.  With  regard  to  Saturday  night,  what  is 
your  opinion  ? — If  I express  my  own  opinion,  I 
simply  consider  that  it  would  be  extremely  in- 
jurious to  a large  number  of  people  in  Sligo  to 
have  the  shops  close  earlier  than  the  present 
hour,  that  is  at  eleven  o’clock,  and  my  reason,  for 
saying  that  is  this : all  the  publicans  in  Sligo, 
without  exception,  are  engaged  in  the  retail 
grocery  business,  and  a very  large  amount  of 
business  is  done  in  that  trade  between  the  hours  of 

0.67. 
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nine  and  eleven  on  Saturday  nights.  As  a matter 
of  fact,  all  the  shopkeepers  in  Sligo  keep  their 
houses  open  until  eleven,  and  many  of  those  are 
closed  on  all  other  evenings  in  the  week  at  six 
o’clock,  so  that  I think  it  would  be  a very  unjust 
interference  both  with  the  retail  grocers  and 
with  those  who  go  into  their  places,  to  shut  those 
houses  earlier  than  the  present  hour. 

2520.  Then  you  would  consider  that  a very 
great  inconvenience  to  the  whole  of  the  people  of 
the  town  who  could  not,  perhaps,  buy  their  re- 
quisites earlier,  to  be  deprived  of  the  privilege 
that  they  now  enjoy  of  buying  them  up  to  eleven 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night  ? — I would  consider  it 
as  unjustifiable  interference  with  their  rights. 

2521.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  what  is  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  the  better  class  in  Sligo 
as  regards  the  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night, 
and  as  regards  the  total  closing  on  Sundays  ? — 
With  regard  to  the  total  closing  on  Sundays,  the 
better  class  in  Sligo  have  no  opinion  ; they 
are  simply  indifferent,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
not  affected  directly  or  indirectly  by  Sunday 
closing. 

2522.  As  to  the  closing  earlier  on  Saturday, 
what  is  the  opinion  of  the  better  class  ? — I do 
not  know  that  the  better  class  have  a decided 
opinion  upon  the  matter ;.  I simply  give  my 
opinion,  and  I say  that  it  would  be  very  injurious 
to  a large  number  of  people  in  Sligo  to  close  the 
public-houses  earlier  than  eleven  o’clock.  The 
better  class,  if  you  refer  to  the  richer  portion  of 
the  inhabitants,  are  also  unaffected  by  that. 

2523.  And  you  think  that  they  have  formed  no 
opinion  ? — Probably  they  have  no  opinion  on  the 
matter. 

2524.  Would  it  be  repugnant  to  the  tastes  of 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Sligo  to  open  the 
public-houses  on  Sundays  from  two  till  five  ? — 
Certainly  not. 

2525.  Is  the  illicit  sale  of  drink  carried  on  to 
any  great  extent  in  Sligo  on  Sundays  ? — There 
is  as  much  drink  sold  in  Sligo  at  present  on  Sun- 
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Mr.  Peter  Ml Donald — continued, 
days  as  there  would  be  sold  if  all  the  public- 
houses  in  the  town  were  open.  More  drink  is 
given  to  frequenters  of  low  public-houses  and 
shebeens  than  would  be  given  to  them  in  re- 
spectable houses ; besides  the  drink  supplied  in 
these  places  is  extremely  bad. 

2526.  How  do  people  get  it? — It  is  sold  in 
about  five  houses  that  depend  solely  upon  their 
Sunday  traffic  for  their  living. 

2527.  And  that  is,  of  course,  illicit  sale? — All 
of  it 

2528.  But  is  it  not  a fact  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  spirit  traders  in  Sligo  are  respect- 
able men,  and  not  a class  of  traders  who  would 
be  likely  to  carry  on  this  illicit  traffic  ? — It  is  a 
fact;  it  is  not  a probability  at  all;  but  it  is  a fact 
that  this  trade  is  canned  on  by  the  lowest  class  of 
publicans. 

2529.  And  you  think  that  it  is  mainly  carried 
on  by  five  of  those  ?— About  five  of  them  depend 
for  their  livelihood  entirely  upon  the  illicit  sale 
of  drink  on  Sundays. 

2530.  "VVhat,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the 
result  of  giving  the  publicans  the  opportunity  of 
opening  for  two  or  three  hours  on  Sundays  as 
regards  the  illicit  traffic  ? — The  necessary  result 
of  opening  the  public-houses  between  the  hours 
of  two  and  five  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  the 
total  extinction  of  the  class  of  illicit  trafficers  to 
whom  1 have  referred. 

2531.  What  class  of  the  community  would  be 
opposed  to  the  opening  of  the  public-houses  on 
Sundays  in  toto ? — The  class  that  would  be  the 
most  opposed  to  it  is  the  police. 

2532.  Why  ? — Because  the  opening  of  the 
public-houses  on  Sundays  would  increase  their 
duties. 

2533.  Is  there  not  a small  class  of  the  commu- 
nity who  are  temperance  and  teetotal  advocates, 
who  would  be  opposed  to  it? — There  may  be 
a few  faddists  that  do  not  consider  the  matter, 
but  I do  not  think  there  is  anything  like  a large 
party  in  Sligo  who  would  be  opposed  to  the 
opening  of  the  public-houses  for  a few  hours  on 
Sundays. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

2534.  Will  you  kindly  explain  to  the  Com- 
mittee how  it  would  increase  the  duties  of  the 
police? — They  would  have  to  go  round  the 
public-houses  when  open  and  see  that  they  were 
being  conducted  in  an  orderly  and  respectable 
manner.  At  present  the  police  of  Sligo  are  sent 
out  as  detectives  on  Sundays  to  attend  football 
matches,  and  their  presence  there  is  an  intrusion 
and  utterly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Peter  MlDonald. 

2535.  You  think  that  it  would  not  be  the  in- 
crease of  drunkenness  that  Would  cause  their 
increase  of  duty  ? — No,  it  would  not;  it  would  be 
the  increase  of  activity  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  carrying  on  of  disorderly  houses. 

2536.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  police  to 
watch  the  proper  hours  of  opening,  and  the 
the  proper  hours  of  closing? — Yes,  it  should  be. 

2537.  And  the  opening  on  Sundays  would 
therefore  give  the  police  a good  deal  of  additional 
work,  would  it  not? — Yes,  and  I consider  that  it 
would  be  well  that  they  should  visit  the  open 
houses  frequently  during  the  hours  of  opening 
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on  Sunday,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
drunken  men  to  be  allowed  on  licensed  premises. 

2538.  What  is  the  effect  as  regards  home 
drinking  of  the  total  closing  on  Sundays  ? — The 
effect  is  to  increase  the  home-drinking. 

2539.  How?  — Many  of  those  who  would  go 
into  public-houses  on  Sundays,  and  take  a glass 
of  beer,  or  a glass  of  porter,  knowing  on  Satur- 
day evening  that  the  public  houses  would  not  be 
opened  on  Sundays, take  drink  home  with  them; 
and  it  also  the  f act  that  Sunday  closing  increases 
the  consumption  of  whisky  and  diminishes  the  , 
consumption  of  ale  and  porter,  and  the  consump- 
tion of  whisky  is  much  more  injurious. 

2540.  I suppose  you  mean  by  injurious  that  it 
has  a greater  amount  of  alcohol  in  it?— Yes,  it 
is  more  injurious  to  the  health.,  and  it  is  more 
expensive  ; people  do  not  bring  ale  or  porter  with 
them  to  their  houses ; when  they  bring  drink  at 
ali  with  them  they  bring  whisky. 

2541.  The  fact  of  their  having  liberty  to  go 
into  a public-house  for  some  time  on  Sunday, 
say  one,  two,  or  three  hours,  would  rather  lead  to 
less  drunkenness  and  to  less  expense  on  the  part 
of  the  drinkers? — I am  of  opinion  that  it  would. 

2542.  Has  the  total  closing  in  Sligo  had  any 
effect  in  lessening  the  drunkenness  in  that  town  ? 
— It  has  increased  the  drunkenness. 

2543.  Yrou  have  had  a good  deal  of  experience 
there  as  a press-man,  have  you  not? — Yes,  I 
have  had  considerable  experience  in  Sligo. 

2544.  What  opinion  have  you  formed  upon 
the  subject  from  your  experience  as  a press-man  ? 
— I have  been  very  much  struck  in  attending  the 
Borough  Sessions  at  the  number  of  cases  of 
drunkenness  on  Sunday,  considering  that  the 
public-houses  are  closed  ; it  seemed  to  me  extra- 
ordinary that  there  could  be  so  many  drunken 
men  found  about  the  streets  on  Sundays. 

2545.  Then  your  experience  has  been  pretty 
wide,  not  so  much  during  your  mayoralty  as 
during  your  time  as  a press-man,  when  it  was 
your  duty  to  go  round  to  attend  the  several  petty 
sessions? — I have  not  had  many  years’  experience 
as  a press-man. 

2546.  Would  you  not  consider  this  to  be  an 
intolerable  interference  with  the  personal  liberty 
of  a working  man,  to  prevent  him  from  having 
his.  glass  of  beer  on  Sunday  ?— I do  consider  it 
an  intolerable  interference  with  his  rights. 

2547.  And  also  you  think,  do  you  not,  that  it 
would  be  a very  unjust  dictation  on  the  part  of 
the  non-users  to  prevent  the  users  from  having 
their  liquor  ? — I have  no  objection  to  those  who 
favour  Sunday  closing  advising  abstinence  from 
drink,  but  I consider  that  it  is  a monstrous  in- 
fringement. of  personal  liberty  to  prevent  a man 
who  may  wish  to  use  a public-house  from  doing  so. 

2548.  Would  you  consider,  taking  into  account 
the  number  of  those  who  use  public-houses,  that 
the  portion  of  the  community  who  do  not  use 
public-houses  should,  because  they  object  to  it 
themselves,  lay  down  the  law  that  those  who 
want  them  should  not  use  them  ? — Certainly  not. 

2549.  Will  you  kindly  explain  that  answer 
more  fully  ? — 1 consider  that  persons  who  never 
go  into  a public-house  should  not  dictate  to  those 
who  do  go  into  a public-house.  1 myself  never 
enter  a public-house,  but  I consider  it  an  infringe- 
ment and  curtailment  of  my  own  liberty  if  I am 
prevented  on  Sundays  from  going  into  a public- 

house 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald — continued, 
house  if  I think  fit;  the  generality,  in  fact  I may 
say  almost  all  of  those  who  favour  Sunday  closing 
are  men  who  never  go  into  a public-house,  and 
those  men  should  not  in  my  opinion  make  a law 
binding  the  men  who  do  go  into  a public-house. 

2550.  You  know,  do  you  not,  that  there  are 
several  houses  outside  as  well  as  inside  the 
Borough  that  carry  on  this  illicit  traffic  on 
Sundays? — I do  not  know  houses  outside  the 
Borough  carrying  on  the  trade.  I do  know 
houses  in  the  Borough  doing  so. 

2551.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  of  hardship 
arising  from  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sundays? — Yes. 

2552.  Will  you  name  some  case  of  the  kind  ? — 
There  is  a village  in  the  vicinity  of  Sligo  named 
Collooney,  in  which  all  the  licenses  are  six-days’ 
licenses,  and  it  is  impossible  to  get  refreshments 
in  that  village.  On  a recent  occasion  a football 
team  came  24  miles  to  Collooney  on  a Sunday,  a 
very  cold  and  very  wet  Sunday,  and  played  & 
football  match  there.  I should  say  that  it  is 
customary  all  through  Ireland,  excepting  in  the 
North,  to  hold  football  contests  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

2553.  Do  you  know  any  place  in  Ulster  where 
football  matches  are  held  on  Sunday  ? — I am  not 
acquainted  with  Ulster.  This  team  after  coming 
24  miles  and  playing  a football  match  were  unable 
to  obtain  any  refreshment  whatsoever. 

Mr.  Peter  Ml  Donald. 

2 £ 54.  Why  is  it  they  were  unable  to  do  so  ; as 
bona  fide  travellers  were  they  not  entitled  to  get 
refreshments  in  Collooney  ? — The  houses  have 
only  six-days’  licenses. 

2555.  Being  six-days’  licenses  they  could  not 
be  supplied  ? — They  could  not,  and  they  were  not. 

Chairman. 

2556.  That  is  quite  independent  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act ; it  was  from  the  fact  of  their  being 
six-days’  licenses? — I am  only  aware  that  the 
licenses  are  six-days’  licenses,  and  that  the  team 

ould  not  get  any  refreshment. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

2557.  Are  you  aware  that  six-days’  licenses 
cannot  be  granted  unless  thay  are  voluntarily 
applied  for  by  the  publicans  ? — I do  not  know 
anything  about  them. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

2558.  Do  you  consider  that  the  police  are 
aggressive  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  and  if 
so,  in  what  manner  ? — The  police  in  the  Borough 
of  Sligo  are  not  aggressive ; they  are  aggressive 
in  the  village  of  Collooney. 

2559.  They  must  be  aggressive  when  there  is 
no  liberty  to  the  publican  to  sell  ?— I was  in 
Collooney  recently  and  I had  occasion  to  visit  a 
respectable  publican  named  Phillips.  When  I 
went  up  to  the  private  entrance  I found  the  place 
blockaded  by  a policeman,  and  I had  to  shove 
him  aside  with  my  shoulder  in  order  to  get  to  the 
bell  handle.  1 asked  him  why  he  was  standing 
there,  and  he  said  he  was  carrying  out  in- 
structions. 

2560.  You  were  simply  entering  as  a private 
visitor  ? — Certainly. 
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2561.  And  of  course  not  entering  into  the 
business  part  of  the  house  ? —No. 

2562.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  in  a very  large 
number  of  licensed  premises  there  is  only  one 
common  entrance  ? — The  generality  of  them  have 
two  entrances. 

2563.  Is  it  so  at  Phillips’  ? — Yes.  I myself 
say  that  Mr.  Phillips  informed  me  in  the  presence 
of  the  policeman  that  the  sergeant  having  charge 
of  the  police  in  Collooney  sent  this  man  to  watch 
the  door  of  Mr.  Phillips,  and  that  his  reason  for 
doing  so  was  because  Mr.  Phillips  happened  to  be 
a prominent  Nationalist,  and  he  wished  to  give 
him  trouble. 

2564.  Mr.  Phillips  is  a very  respectable  man, 
is  he  not  ?—  A most  respectable  man. 

2565.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  effects 
of  Saturday  closing  ; are  there  any  points  which 
you  could  particularly  dwell  upon  as  regards  the 
amount  of  drink  or  inconvenience  arising  to  the 
general  public  ?— With  regard  to  early  closing 
on  Saturday  nights,  in  my  opinion  early  closing 
on  Saturday  nights,  if  followed  up  by  a total 
closing  on  Sundays,  would  increase  the  amount  of 
drink  taken  to  the  homes  of  the  people ; and  it 
would  also  increase  illicit  traffic  both  on  Saturday 
night  and  on  Sunday. 

2566.  What  would  be  the  effect  on  the  minds 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Sligo  if  the 
houses  were  closed  at  nine  on  Saturday  nights  ? — • 
The  closing  of  the  shops  at  nine  on  Saturday 
nights  would  be  a social  revolution  in  Sligo ; it 
would  be  changing  the  habits  of  the  people 
altogether. 

2567.  Would  the  people  give  an  expression 
of  their  objection  in  any  marked  manner,  do 
you  think  ? — I consider  that  they  would  be  in- 
clined to  resist  such  an  infringement  of  their 
liberties  in  every  legitimate  manner. 

2568.  Have  you  had  conversations  with  the 
working  men  of  the  town,  and  have  you  heard 
and  learned  what  their  opinions  on  the  subject 
are  ? — I have  had  conversations  with  some  of  the 
working  men  iu  Sligo  on  the  subject,  and  I found 
that  they  are  in  favour  of  having  the  public- 
houses  opened  on  Sundays. 

2569.  You  are,  are  you  not,  in  favour  of  tem- 
perance, in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word  ? — Yes. 

2570.  And  you  would  not  suggest  anything 
that  would  have  the  effect  of  making  _ the  people 
less  temperate  than  they  are  ? — Quite  the  con- 
trary. 

2571.  And  also  you  would  desire  that  the 
habits  of  the  people  should  be  such  as  that  they 
should  not  spend  foolishly  or  unnessarily  that 
which  would  be  necessary  for  other  purposes  ? — 
I am  certainly  very  much  opposed  to  their  spend- 
ing money  in  drink,  but  I do  not  believe  that  the 
people  can  be  made  sober  by  force  or  by  coercion. 

2572.  Then,  it  is  rather  by  advice  and  by 
example  than  by  law  or  by  coercion,  as  you  say, 
that  you  would  promote  the  temperance  cause  ? 
— The  very  fact  of  prohibiting  the  sale  of  drink 
on  Sundays  is  an  incentive  to  the  purchase  of 
drink.  People  take  a pleasure  in  breaking  a law 
that  they  consider  is  an  unjust  infringement  of 
their  rights. 

2573.  Have  you  any  suggestion  that  you  would 
like  to  make  as  regards  shebeens  or  the  illicit 
sale  of  drink,  whether  on  Sundays  or  otherwise  ? 

P — I think 
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Mr.  Peter  M(  Donald — continued. 

— I think  that  the  fines  on  shebeens  or  licensed 
publicans  who  sell  drink  on  Sunday  should  be 
increased.  I understand  the  meaning  of  a 
sheebeen  to  be  a house  where  drink  is  sold,  and 
where  no  license  exists. 

2574.  Then  you  would  equally  punish  what  I 
may  call  the  low  publican  as  much  as  the  she- 
beener,  would  you  not? — I would  break  his 
license  altogether  if  he  persisted  in  the  illicit 
sale  of  drink. 

Chairman. 

2575.  With  regard  to  the  five  houses  that  you 
mentioned  as  being  in  Sligo,  are  they  shebeens 
or  low  public-houses? — They  are  low  public- 
houses.  • 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

2576.  And  you  think,  do  you  not,  that  the 
indiscriminate  granting  of  licenses  to  such  people 
is  a very  great  evil  ? — Yes  ; I would  confine  the 
licenses  to  men  of  good  character,  men  who 
would  condnct  their  houses  in  an  orderly  and 
respectable  manner. 

2577.  So  that  limiting  the  granting  of  licenses 
would  be  rather  for  the  public  good,  would  it 
not  ? — I do  not  know  what  you  mean  by  limiting 
the  granting  of  licenses. 

2578.  I mean  limiting  them  to  men  of  good 
character  having  fairly  respectable  premises  ? — 
Yes,  that  would  tend  very  much  to  diminish  the 
number  of  drinking-houses. 

2579.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  granting  of 
licenses  to  what  you  may  consider  low  publicans 
is  an  evil  that  ought  to  be  corrected  ? — The 
granting  of  licenses  to  men  of  that  character 
should  cease. 

2580.  You  said,  did  you  not,  that  you  con- 
sulted all  classes  of  the  community  in  Sligo  on 
this  question  of  Sunday  closing? — No,  I did  not 
say  that  I consulted  all  classes. 

2581.  You  consulted  .working  meu,  did  you 
not? — I have  spoken  to  some  working  men, 
what  I would  consider  representative  working 
men. 

2582.  Have  you  conferred  with  his  Lordship 
the  Bishop  of  Elphin  ? — No,  I have  not. 

2583.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing indirectly  what  his  opinions  are? — Yes. 

2584.  What  are  they  ? — He  is  of  opinion  that 
public-houses  should  be  open  for  some  time  on 
Sundays. 

2585.  That  is  to  say  for  a limited  time  ? — Yes, 
for  a limited  time. 

2586.  Did  he  express  any  opinion  regarding 
Saturday  evenings  ? — I think,  as  well  as  I re- 
member, his  Lordship  is  in  favour  of  closing 

arlier  on  Saturday  evening. 

2587.  His  Lordship  is  also  in  favour  of  closing 
the  low  public-houses,  whether  in  town  or  in 
country  districts,  is  he  not  ? — I am  not  aware. 

2588.  Have  you  conversed  with  the  resident 
magistrate,  Mr.  Maloney  ? — I had  a conversation 
with  the  resident  magistrate,  Mr.  Maloney,  after 
I heard  that  I was  to  be  summoned  here  to  give 
evidence. 

2589.  What  did  you  learn  from  him  ? — He  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  public-houses  should  be 
opened  on  Sundays. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

2590.  Did  he  give  his  reasons  for  that 
opinion  ? — 1 may  mention  that  Mr.  Maloney  is 
long  resident  in  Sligo,  and  is  thoroughly  inti- 
mate with  the  habits  and  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  Sligo,  and  he  expressed  that  opinion  to 
me  personally. 

2591.  That  was  recently,  was  it  not? — Yes; 
since  I was  informed  that  I was  to  be  summoned 
to  give  evidence  here. 

2592.  You  consulted  him  so  as  to  know  his 
opinion  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

2593.  Have  you  spoken  to  the  bishop  since  ? — 
I have  not  spoken  to  the  bishop  at  all  on  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

2594.  Mr.  Maloney  is,  I believe,  one  of  the 
oldest  officials  that  you  have  now  in  the  west  of 
Ireland,  and  is,  therefore,  a gentleman  of  very 
long  experience  ? — He  is. 

2595.  I think  he  was  in  the  police  force  for  some 
time,  was  he  not  ? — He  was  an  inspector  of  police. 

2596.  And  he  has  for  many  years  now  been 
resident  magistrate? — He  was  resident  magistrate 
in  Sligo  before  I went  to  Sligo. 

2597.  Then  you  would  consider  that  the 
opinion  of  a gentleman  of  his  long  official  expe- 
rience ought  to  carry  due  weight  ? — There  is  no 
person  in  Sligo  whose  opinion  on  that  matter  I 
consider  so  important  as  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Maloney. 

2598.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Hickson  here  the  other  day? — I was  present 
when  Mr.  Hickson  was  being  examined. 

2599.  Did  you  agree  with  the  opinions  put 
forward  by  Mr.  Hickson  ? — He  expressed  many 
opinions,  and  some  of  them  I did  not  agree 
with. 

2600.  At  Question  2338  and  following  ques- 
tions he  was  asked,  “ Have  you  ascertained,  as 
far  as  you  could,  the  views  of  the  different  classes 
of  people  in  Sligo  upon  the  subject,”  and  he  said 
“Yes.”  He  was  then  asked,  “What  is  the 
result;  take,  for  instance,  the  working  classes, 
the  people  who  would  naturally  use  public- 
houses  if  they  were  open : is  there  any  person 
in  favour  of  re-opening  public-houses  on  Sundays?” 
And  he  said,  “ I could  not  find  any.”  Do  you 
agree  with  him  in  that  ? — I do  not ; I consider 
it  probable  that  Mr.  Hickson  never  spoke  in  his 
life  to  a Sligo  man  who  uses  public-houses. 

2601.  Mr.  Hickson  was  also  asked,  “ Has  any 
meeting  been  held  upon  that  side  of  the  ques- 
tion,” that  is,  either  for  or  against  the  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sundays,  and  he  said,  “ None 
whatever.”  Have  you  any  observation  to  make 
on  that  answer? — There  were  no  meetings  of 
any  kind  held  in  Sligo  to  consider  this  question. 

2602.  Why  not  ? —I  cannot  say  why,  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  is  so. 

2603.  Mr.  Hickson  said  that  the  employers 
of  labour  were  in  favour  of  total  closing ; do 
you  think  that  the  opinions  of  employers  of 
labour  ought  to  carry  very  much  weight  in  con- 
sidering this  subject,  or  what  weight  should 
they  carry  ? — Inasmuch  as  the  employers  of 
labour  are  not  persons  who  themselves  use 

public- 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
public-houses,  I would  not  attach  much  weight  to 
their  opinion. 

2604.  You  would  say  then  that  it  is  those  who 
want  to  use  public-houses  who  ought  rather  to  be 
consulted  than  the  opinions  of  the  better  class? — 
Certainly  ; they  are  the  persons  that  should  make 
a law  of  that  kind,  as  it  affects  themselves  solely. 

2605.  H e was  also  asked,  “ What  is  the  opinion 
of  the  clergy,”  and  his  reply  was,  “ The  clergy 
of  all  denominations  are  in  favour  of  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Act”;  is  that  your  opinion  ? — I 
have  not  consulted  the  clergy. 

2606.  He  also  says,  “There  is  practical  unani- 
mity in  Sligo  as  regards  the  maintenance  of  the 
Act  ” ; is  it  a fact  that  there  is  a practical  unani- 
mity in  Sligo  as  to  total  closing? — I would  say 
that  there  is  practical  unanimity  in  favour  of 
partial  closing  on  Sunday. 

2607.  I suppose,  then,  there  is  a unanimous 
opinion  against  total  closing  ? — There  is. 

2608.  Mr.  Hickson  says  the  very  reverse,  and 
you  disagree  with  Mr.  Hickson  ? — Decidedly. 

2609.  He  also  recommended  that  the  public- 
houses  should  be  closed  at  nine  o’clock  on  Satur- 
day night ; do  you  disagree  with  him  in  that  ? — 
I do. 

2610.  For  the  reasons,  I suppose,  which  you 
have  already  stated  ?— - Yes. 

2611.  He  also  spoke  of  the  marketing  being 
closed  at  six  o’clock  on  Saturdays  at  Sligo ; what 
do  you  say  to  that  ? — That  is  not  the  fact. 

Chairman. 

2612.  He  said,  “In  Sligo  the  market  day  is 
Saturday,  and  most  of  the  marketing  is  done  by 
the  country  people  by  six  o’clock ; ” who  does 
the  extra  marketing  after  six  and  up  to  eight 
o’clock  ? — It  is  a town  with  close  upon  1 1,000  in- 
habitants, and  even  after  I he  country  people  have 
left  the  town  there  are  quite  enough  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  marketing. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

2613.  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  country  people 
leave  by  six  o’clock  ? — It  is  a fact  that  the 
country  people  leave  before  eight  o’clock. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

2614.  Have  the  majority  of  them  left  at  six 
o’clock  ? — I consider  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  from  the  country  leave  the  town  before  six 
o’clock. 

2615.  As  regards  the  bona  fide  traveller  limit, 
what  limit  do  you  think  would  be  the  proper  one, 
considering  the  requirements  of  Sligo  and  of  the 
people  that  come  into  it  ? — I certainly  would  not 
extend  the  distance. 

2616.  How  far  is  Ross’s  Point  from  Sligo? — 
Ross’s  Point  is  five  miles  from  Sligo  by  road. 

261V.  But  the  distance  is  shorter  going  down 
by  boat,  is  it  not?—  Slightly  shorter. 

2618.  The  opinion  of  some  of  the  witnesses 
was,  that  the  shorter  route  should  be  always 
taken  into  consideration  ; would  it  not  be  a great 
deprivation  to  the  visitors  to  Ross’s  Point  if  the 
six  or  seven  mile  limit  were  acted  upon  ? — It 
would  be  extremely  inconvenient. 

2619.  Are  there  many  visitors  to  Ross’s  Point 
uuring  the  summer? — Yes,  on  Sundays  Ross’s 

0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  M' Donald  — continued. 

Point  is  always  crowded  by  the  people  of  Sligo, 
who  go  there  for  the  day. 

2620.  Not  entirely  the  people  of  Sligo,  but 
people  from  the  country  districts,  I believe,  as 
well  ? — The  village  is  filled  with  country  people, 
who  live  there  for  a few  weeks  in  the  summer 
and  autumn  time,  but  the  people  of  Sligo  go 
down  in  very  large  numbers  on  Sundays. 

2621.  And  you  consider  that  it  would  be  a 
very  great  inconvenience  to  the  visitors  to  Ross 
Point  if  the  six  mile  or  the  seven  mile  limit  were 
acted  upon  ? — Certainly. 

2622.  Mr.  Hickson  gave  a very  curious  answer 
to  a question  which  was  put  to  him,  No.  2421, 
where  he  was  asked,  “ Are  not  stimulants  some- 
times prescribed  by  doctors,”  and  his  answer  was- 
“ Certainly have  you  ever  known  doctors 
supply  intoxicating  stimulants,  because  I sup- 
pose that  is  what  Mr.  Hickson  referred  to  ? — I 
have  never  experienced  it  myself.  It  is  a com- 
monly received  opinion  that  alcohol  is  useful  in 
medicine. 

Chairman. 

2623.  But  in  small  quantities?  — I do  not 
know. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

2621.  I will  ask  you  now  to  supplement 
my  examination  with  any  observations  which 
you  have  to  make  yourself,  if  you  have  taken 
a note  of  anything  ? — I have  taken  a short 
note,  which  I have  here  with  me.  The  argu- 
ments urged  against  the  sale  of  drink  on 
Sundays  might  be  urged  with  equal  justice 
against  the  sale  of  drink  on  any  other  day.  By 
leaving  the  public-houses  open  for  a few  hours 
on  Sunday  yon  do  not  curtail  any  man’s  liberty ; 
you  do  not  interfere  with  anyone’s  right,  as  you 
do  not  compel  Sunday  closers  to  enter  the  public- 
houses.  The  early  closing  on  Saturday  night  and 
the  Sunday  closing  would  increase  the  consump- 
tion of  whisky  in  Sligo,  and  diminish  the  consump- 
tion of  ale  and  porter.  Whisky  is  much  more  in- 
jurious to  the  health  and  more  expensive  than 
ale  or  porter.  Sunday  closing,  in  my  opinion, 
increases  the  quantity  of  spirits  illicitly  distilled 
in  the  country  around  Sligo.  Large  quantities 
of  illicit  spirits  are  distilled  from  molasses ; there 
are  houses  in  Sligo  in  which  tons  of  this  com- 
modity are  sold  in  each  year  for  the  purposes  of 
illicit  distillation.  Spirit  thus  made  is  most  in- 
jurious to  health,  and  the  production  of  and  sale 
of  it  in  the  country  districts  is  most  demoralising. 
Any  lawr  tending  to  make  the  lawful  purchase 
of  drink  more  restricted  must  increase  the  quan- 
tity of  spirits  illicitly  distilled.  The  statistics 
given  by  M r.  Hickson  show  that  the  convictions 
for  drunkenness  on  Sunday  in  Sligo  have  in- 
creased almost  100  per  cent,  during  the  last  few 
years.  Mr.  Hickson  attributes  the  increase  in 
the  cases  of  drunkenness  to  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  police  and  of  the  public-houses.  In 
my  opinion,  the  increase  is  due  to  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act.  The  fact  that  the  sale  of  drink  is 
prohibited  creates  an  incentive  to  procure  it,  as 
many  men  take  a pleasure  in  breaking  a law 
which  they  consider  to  be  an  unjust  infringement 
of  their  personal  liberty.  Besides,  persons  who 
would  be  turned  out  of  a respectably  conducted 
P 2 house 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
house  have  their  intemperate  habits  pandered  to 
by  sliebeeners  and  illicit  traffickers.  The  majority 
of  the  people  of  Sligo  are  not  in  any  way  affected 
by  Sunday  closing.  Those  of  them  who  favour 
Sunday  closing  do  so  on  the  ground  that  the  less 
drink  consumed  the  better.  This  Sunday  closing 
law  is  hateful,  inasmuch  as  it  is  founded  on  a 
calumny  that  the  Irish  are  a drunken  people. 
Mr.  Alderman  Kidd,  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  borough,  and  not  interested  in  any  way  in 
the  drink  traffic,  told  me  that  he  was  in  favour  of 
Sunday  opening.  In  reference  to  small  country 
public-houses  near  chapels  which  were  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Hickson  in  his  evidence,  a prohibition 
by  the  parish  priest,  if  deemed  necessary,  would 
be  far  more  effective  than  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

2625.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  offer 
to  the  Committee  ? — 1 have  given  in  my  evidence 
the  other  suggestions  contained  in  my  notes. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

2626.  1 see  that  you  stated  that  you  have 
very  good  opportunities  of  gauging  the  opinions 
of  the  people  and  the  habits  of  Sligo  on  this 
question? — I mix  very  much  with  the  people. 

2627.  Have  you  really  had  much  opportunity 
of  gauging  their  opinions  on  this  question,  or  are 
you  giving  us  chiefly  your  own  opinion  ?— Not 
my  own  opinion  solely. 

2628.  Chiefly  your  own  opinion  ? — Yes,  chiefly 

6°. 

2629.  How  many  working  men  do  you  think 
you  have  spoken  to  on  the  question  ? — I said  that 
I had  spoken  to  some  representative  working- 
men. 

2630.  How  many  do  you  think  they  would 
be  ? — 1 suppose  not  more  than  nine  or  ten. 

2631.  That  would  be  nine  or  ten  out  of 
10,600  inhabitants  ? — Yes. 

2632.  Perhaps  you  are  aware  that  Mr.  Hickson 
informed  us  that  he  considered  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Sligo  generally  were  almost  unani- 
mous in  favour  of  the  closing  of  the  public-houses 
on  Sunday  ? — Yes,  he  made  that  statement. 

2632*.  And  that  he  thought  it  was  most  bene- 
ficial, and  had  acted  well  in  every  possible  way  ? 
— Yes,  he  expressed  that  opinion. 

2633.  I think  you  said  that  you  thought  that 
Sunday  drinking  had  increased  since  the  Act  was 
passed? — The  statistics  given  by  Mr.  Hickson 
show  that  the  convictions  for  drunkenness  on 
Sunday  have  increased  very  largely. 

2634.  Did  you  follow  what  he  said  with  re- 
gard to  the  convictions  for  illicit  drinking;  he 
told  us  that  in  the  six  years  previous  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act  there  had  been  seven  convictions, 
and  in  the  nine  years  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  there  had  been  12  convictions,  so  that  the 
convictions  for  shebeening  have  decreased 
since  the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act? — 
I did  not  consider  that  that  was  Mr.  Hickson’s 
evidence. 

2635.  You  may  take  it  from  me  that  those  are  his 
figures,  seven  in  six  years  and  12  in  nine  years? 
— 1 am  not  aware  whether  he  was  referring  to 
convictions  of  illicit  publicans  or  of  sliebeeners, 
but  the  number  of  convictions  is  no  criterion  of 
the  amount  of  illicit  drink  sold  in  shebeens. 

2636.  I thought  you  stated  that  yourself,  from 
your  own  knowledge,  and  wished  to  imply  that 


"Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued, 
illicit  drinking  was  very  much  on  the  increase, 
and  that  a great  deal  of  this  poor  spirit  was  made 
on  that  account? — Yes,  but  that  does  not  touch 
the  question  of  shebeening  in  the  borough ; the 
illicit  drink  is  not  made  in  the  borough,  it  is  made 
in  the  country  around  the  borough. 

2637.  Then  with  regard  to  Collooney,  does 
not  the  fact  that  all  the  publicans  hold  six-day 
licenses  tend  to  show  that  the  inhabitants  of  that 
place  are  strongly  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing, 
and  that,  practically,  there  is  no  demand  for 
drink  on  Sunday? — I could  not  say  that,  because 
I do  not  know  the  mode  of  procedure  in  getting 
those  licenses. 

2638.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  if  there  was  much 
demand  for  Sunday  drinking,  the  publicans  would 
take  seven-day  licenses  as  a matter  of  business? 
— I do  not  know. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

2639.  You  say  that  you  do  not  know  the  pro- 
cedure in  getting  licenses  ; you  are  a magistrate, 
are  you  not  ? — Yes. 

2640.  And  you  do  not  know  the  licensing 
procedure? — I do  not. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

2641.  You  would  expect  what  I said  to  be  the 
case,  as  supply  and  demand  generally  go  together? 
— Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

2642.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  you  have  been  a 
magistrate  only  since  the  1st  of  January? — I am 
simply  a magistrate  by  virtue  of  my  office. 

2643.  And  the  licensing  business  does  not 
come  under  your  cognisance  ? — No. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

2644.  With  regard  to  the  football  matches, 
do  you  think  that  there  would  be  many  of  those 
during  the  year? — There  might  be  15  football 
matches  in  Collooney. 

2645.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  a sufficient 
reason  for  having  public-houses  open  on  a part 
of  the  Sunday  all  the  year  round  when  the  in- 
habitants themselves  do  not  wish  it? — I did  not 
say  that  the  inhabitants  did  not  wish  it.  I be- 
lieve that  the  inhabitants  do  wish  it.  I simply 
stated  what  I know  to  be  the  fact,  that  a football 
team  came,  on  a cold  and  wet  Sunday,  24  miles 
to  Collooney,  and  could  not  get  any  refreshments 
whatsoever ; they  could  not  get  even  a cup  of 
tea.  The  only  houses  in  which  refreshments 
could  have  been  got  would  have  been  public- 
houses,  and  if  they  went  in  and  asked  for  a cup 
of  tea  in  those  houses,  the  police  would  go  along 
with  them,  and  preside  at  the  preparing  and  the 
taking  of  the  tea ; and  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
this  intrusion,  the  owners  of  the  houses  abso- 
lutely refused  to  give  any  refreshments  what- 
soever. 

2646.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a good  thing 
to  have  a special  license  for  houses  where  pro- 
visions might  be  sold  along  with  drink  on  Sunday, 
as  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hickson  ? — My  opinion 
on  that  matter  is  that  licenses  should  only  be 
granted  to  respectable  persons,  and  I would  not 
confine  the  licenses  to  those  who  had  a certain 
number  of  beds  in  their  houses,  or  had  eating 
and  drinking. 

2647.  Some 
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Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

2647.  Some  of  the  publicans  in  Sligo  and  other 
places  have  employes  at  the  bar,  have  they  not? 
— Yes,  they  have. 

2648.  You  stated  just  now  that  the  opening 
of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday  interfered  with 
liberty  on  Sunday.  Does  it  not  interfere  with 
the  liberty  of  the  employes  also? — I suppose 
you  refer  to  the  assistants  not  being  able  to  go 
out  on  Sundays ; I consider  that  is  somewhat  of  a 
hardship  upon  that  class  of  citizens,  but  inas- 
much as  the  number  of  hours  is  very  small,  only 
three  hours,  they  would  have  a good  deal  of 
time  for  recreation  both  before  and  after  the 
opening. 

2649.  They  work  very  long  hours  all  the  days 
of  the  week,  do  they  not? — They  do. 

2650.  Do  not  you  think  that  they  have  a 
moral  claim  upon  the  community  even  if  it  be 
some  little  inconvenience  that  they  may  enjoy  the 
whole  of  Sunday  to  themselves? — I should  like 
to  see  everyone  enjoying  himself,  if  possible,  on 
Sunday,  but  you  must  remember  that  there  are 
persons  in  other  positions  who  also  are  unable  to 
enjoy  themselves  on  Sunday ; I would  suggest 
that  where  there  are  two  or  three  assistants  they 
should  take  the  shop  in  their  turn,  so  that  they 
would  occasionally  get  a Sunday  out  the  whole 
day. 

2651.  Do  you  think  that  persons  who  have 
only  come  three  miles  on  Sundays  are  in  need  of 
drink  as  bond  fide  travellers  ?— Some  of  them 
may  be  in  need  of  drink,  and  some  of  them  may 
not ; if  I walk  three  miles  from  the  borough  so 
far  as  a public-house,  and  1 feel  inclined  to  take 
a glass  of  beer,  I do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to 
prevent  me  from  doing  so. 

2652.  Do  you  think  that  your  personal  desire 
for  beer  should  interfere  with  the  wishes  of  a 
laro-e  majority  of  the  inhabitants?--!  consider 
that  I have  a right  to  take  it  if  I thought  fit,  and 
I do  not  sec  why  that  right  should  be  interfered 
with. 

2653.  As  nobody  objects  to  their  drinking  at 
home,  do  you  think  that  the  large  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  who  wish  to  have  public-houses 
closed  on  Sunday  should  be  interfered  with  for 
the  sake  of  such  a very  small  personal  matter  ? — 
When  this  personal  matter  extends  to  the 
majority  of  the  people,  it  ceases  to  be  a small 
matter. 

2654.  We  have  had  evidence  that  by  far  the 
larger  majority  of  people  are  in  favour  of  Sun- 
day closing  ? — You  have  had  evidence  to  the  con- 
trary from  me. 

2655.  You  have  given  no  statistics,  and  you 
tell  us  you  have  only  spoken  to  nine  or  10  on  the 
subject? — Anyone  who  knows  working  men  inti- 
mately would  understand  that  I could  get  the 
opinions  of  the  general  body  as  readily  from  two 
or  three  as  I could  from  the  whole  of  them. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

2656.  I think  you  stated  that  you  have  no 
interest  direct  or  indirect  in  connection  with  the 
spirit  or  beer  trade  ? — None  whatever. 

2657.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Sligo  ?— 
Seven  years. 

2658.  And  you  have  gained  your  experience 
of  the  drink  question  from  your  position  as  a 
pressman? — It  is  a question  which,  of  course, 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

one  takes  an  interest  in,  and  which  everyone 
heavs  talked  about,  aud  before  I became  a press- 
man at  all  I had  formed  an  opinion  upon  it,  and 
had  heard  a good  deal  said,  both  for  and  against 
it. 

2659.  Did  you  gain  your  experience  principally 
in  your  position  as  a pressman  ? — My  duties  as  a 
pressman  brought  me  into  the  Petty  Sessions 
Courts,  where  all  cases  of  drunkenness  and  illicit 
sale  come  up  for  hearing. 

2660.  Then  you  formed  your  piesent  opinion 
chiefly  from  the  advantages  that  you  had  as  a 
pressman? — I do  not  say  that.  If  1 had  never 
been  a pressman  I would  consider  this  matter  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  an  intolerable  inter- 
ference with  personal  liberty. 

2661.  You  stated  that  there  were  five  of  those 
low  publicans  out  of  87  ; I suppose  you  agree 
that  there  are  87  public-houses  in  Sligo  ?— I 
know  that  to  be  the  fact. 

2662.  And  that  there  are  five  of  those  houses 
that  do  a Sunday  trade? — Five  publicans,  I said, 
depend  almost  solely  for  their  livelihood  on  the 
sale  of  drink  on  Sundays. 

2663.  1 s it  the  general  opinion  in  Sligo  that 
there  are  five  public-houses  which  depend  for 
their  trade  on  the  illicit  sale  of  drink  on  Sundays? 
— It  is  as  well  known  as  any  other  fact  in  Sligo. 

2664.  Do  you,  then,  think  that  five  houses 
being  open  out  of  the  number  of  87  is  sufficient 
to  supply  all  the  people  who  require  driuk  ? — It 
is  as  easy  to  get  drink  at  present  in  Sligo  on  Sun- 
days as  if  all  the  public-houses  were  open. 

2665.  Are  the  five  houses,  according  to  your 
evidence,  sufficient  for  the  population  of  10,600 
people  ? — Perhaps  you  would  make  a difference 
between  those  who  do  get  drunk  and  those  who 
do  not.  The  number  of  persons  who  go  to  those 
houses  is  not  large ; it  is  the  habitual  drinkers 
that  I refer  to. 

2666.  So  that  practically  if  the  87  houses  were 
open  on  Sundays,  according  to  your  evidence, 
there  would , be  no  more  drunkenness  than  at 
present  ? — In  my  opinion  there  would  be  less 
drunkenness,  for  this  reason,  that  when  a man 
goes  to  drink  in  one  of  those  houses,  his  intem- 
perate habits  are  pandered  to  by  the  owner  of  the 
house,  and  if  the  houses  were  open  lawfully  and 
subject  to  police  inspection,  and  were  in  the 
hands  of  respectable  people  only,  men  who  were 
inclined  to  get  drunk  would  not  be  allowed  to 
get  drunk,  they  would  not  be  tolerated  on  the 
premises. 

2667.  Am  I to  understand  from  you  that  the 
publicans  in  Sligo  are  not  of  a respectable 
class  ? — Some  of  them  are  not. 

Mr.  Veter  M‘ Donald. 

2668.  But  there  are  a limited  few  ?— A very 
limited  few. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

2669.  I think  that  you  stated  in  the  course  of 
your  evidence  that  if  the  public-houses  were 
opened  on  Sundays,  it  would  increase  the  duties 
of  the  police  on  that  day?— It  would  if  they 
did  their  duty,  or  what  I consider  would  be  then- 
duty. 

2670.  I think  you  inferred  that  it  was  because 
the  police  feared  an  increase  of  their  duty  on 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

Sunday  that  they  were  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

2671.  You  also  stated  that  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  home  drinking  ; have  you  any  figures 
with  regard  to  that? — No,  I have  not. 

2672.  How  do  you  observe  the  increase  of  that 
home  drinking  on  Sunday? — They  bring  home 
drink  on  Saturday  nights. 

2673.  Have  you  been  about  on  Sundays,  or 
have  you  been  in  many  of  the  homes  amongst 
the  working  classes  and  seen  if  there  is  this  ex- 
cessive drinking  which  you  have  stated  to  the 
Committee? — 1 have  not  gone  around,  but  I 
have  seen  people  drunk  in  the  streets  on  Sunday, 
and  I saw  them  come  out  of  their  private  homes 
drunk. 

2674.  But  you  have  not  been  round  yourself 
and  made  inquiry  ? — No,  1 have  not.  A large 
number  of  cases  of  drunkenness  occur  in  the 
early  hours  of  Sunday  morning;  persons  are  found 
drunk  about  the  streets  that  could  not  be  drunk 
from  the  effect  of  the  drink  taken  in  the  public- 
houses  but  the  drink  taken  home  and  consumed 
there. 

2675.  Is  there  much  shebeening  in  Sligo  ? — 
I only  know  of  two  houses  in  Sligo  that  are  she- 
beens. 

2676.  In  those  statistics  do  you  notice  that  in 
the  year  1886-7  there  were  no  arrests  or  con- 
victions for  shebeening? — I think  that  was  so. 

2677.  So  that  practically,  with  the  exception 
of  two  houses,  there  is  no  shebeening  in  Sligo  ? — 
I do  not  say  that.  I say  I am  only  acquainted 
with  two  houses  to  my  knowledge  in  Sligo  in 
which  shebeening  goes  on  on  Sunday. 

2678.  I think  you  stated  that  it  was  the  unani- 
mous feeling  amongst  the  working  classes  in 
Sligo  against  Sunday  closing? — I said  that  1 
consulted  some  of  the  representative  working 
men,  and  that  I found  their  opinions  against  it, 

2679.  If  their  feeling  is  so  strong  against  Sun- 
day closing,  and  I suppose  Sligo  is  an  enter- 
prising town,  how  is  it  that  there  has  been  no 
public  meeting  to  protest  against  Sunday  closing? 
—Because  they  can  get  as  much  dx-ink  as  they 
want  on  Sundays. 

2680.  I suppose  the  feeling  is  this*  amongst 
the  working  classes,  according  to  what  you  have 
stated,  that  because  they  are  able  to  get  drink 
by  improper  means  they  need  not  protest  against 
Sunday  closing? — They  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  better  to  have  respectable  houses  open. 

2681.  Then  why  do  they  not  express  their 
opinion  in  some  form  ? — They  have  not  expressed, 
as  a matter  of  fact,  their,  opinion  one  way  or  the 
other  publicly. 

2682.  You  stated  that  you  had  interviews 
upon  the  question  with  about  10  representatives 
of  the  working  classes ; could  you  give  us  parti- 
culai-s  as  to  what  those  men  were  employed  in  ; 
were  they  foremen,  or  woi'king  men,  or  what? — 
With  regard  to  one  of  them  I do  not  know 
exactly  what  he  is  ; he  is  a man  who  supei-intends 
the  engines  at  the  station  ; some  are  caixenters 
and  some  are  printers,  and  other  men  of  that 
kind. 

2683.  Were  they  sober  men? — They  were. 

2684.  And  their  opinion  was  that  it  would  be 
better  i n the  interests  of  temperance  to  open  the 


Mi-.  Jacoby — continued. 

public-houses  for  a limited  time  on  Sundays  ? — ■ 
Yes. 

2685.  With  regard  to  the  statistics  which  you 
read  from  the  little  book  which  you  have  just 
produced,  xvhere  were  they  prepared  ? — I did 
not  prepare  any  statistics. 

2686.  The  little  statements  which  you  read  to 
us  were  those  prepared  since  you  have  been 
summoned  as  a witness? — They  were  prepared 
in  consequence  of  my  hearing  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Hickson. 

2687.  Then  they  have  been  prepared  since 
Mr.  Hickson’s  evidence? — Yes. 

2688.  You  have  not  been  able  to  go  back 
to  Sligo  since,  I presume  ?— No,  I havS  not. 

2689.  So  that  they  were  prepared  from  what 
you  have  been  able  to  bi-ing  to  your  memoi’y 
since  Mr.  Hickson’s  evidence  ? — Yes. 

2690.  You  have  not  been  able  to  go  to  Sligo 
to  ascertain  the  public  opinion  either  for  or 
against  what  Mi-.  Hickson  said  since  he  gave  his 
evidence  ? — N 0,  certainly  not. 

2691.  Of  those  working  men  whom  you  inter- 
viewed, were  any  of  them  in  your  employ  ? — 
None  of  them. 

2692.  Had  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  the 
opinions  of  the  men  that  you  employed? — I did 
not  ask  them ; I had  means  of  doing  so,  but  I 
did  not  ask  them. 

2693.  You  did  not  take  their  view  of  it? — No, 
I did  not. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

2694.  Could  you  state  why  ? — I would  not 
like  to  interfere  with  any  of  my  men  on  a matter 
of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

2695.  I understood  you  to  express  an  opinion 
that  illicit  distillation  has  increased  of  late  ? — It 
has. 

2696.  Where  does  that  take  place,  in  the  town 
or  in  the  country  ? — Not  in  the  town,  in  the 
country. 

2697.  And  it  would  be  conespondingly  diffi- 
culty to  discover  I suppose? — It  must  be  rather 
difficult  to  discovei-,  inasmuch  as  it  has  not  been 
discovered. 

2698.  You  are  yourself  certain  that,  although 
not  discovered,  it  does  exist  ? — Decidedly,  I am 
certain  of  it. 

2699.  What  becomes  of  the  bulk  of  the  spirit 
that  is  distilled  in  those  illicit  places  ? — The  bulk 
of  it  is  sold  by  those  who  make  it. 

2700.  Is  the  bulk  of  it  consumed  in  the  coun- 
try districts  ? — It  is  almost  all  consumed  there. 

2701.  What  portion  of  it  comes  into  Sligo, 
into  the  town  ? — I cannot  say  of  my  own  know- 
ledge that  it  is  sold  in  the  town,  but  I have  heax-d 
it  stated  frequently  that  some  of  the  illicit  spirit 
was  brought  in  and  sold  in  the  low  public-houses 
in  Sligo. 

2702.  When  you  advocate  partial  opening  on 
Sundays,  would  you  apply  that  to  country  dis- 
tricts  as  well  as  to  large  towns? — 1 am  not 
acquainted  with  country  districts,  and  I should 
not  like  to  offer  an  opinion  upon  the  matter. 

2703.  Do  you  know  much  about  the  condition 
of  those  small  public- houses  that  we  have 
heai-d  of  near  chapels? — I only  heard  the  matter 
discussed  for  the  first  time  on  Monday  last. 

2704.  You 
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Mr.  Tomlinson — continued. 

2704.  You  have  no  personal  acquaintance 
with  such  places  ? — I have  not. 

2705.  With  regard  to  Saturday  night;  Satur- 
day as  I understand  you  is  the  market  day  in 
Sligo  ? — Yes. 

2706.  And  you  agree  that  people  from  the 
country,  having  done  their  marketing,  would 
leave  about  six  o’clock  ? — That  is  my  opinion ; a 
large  proportion  of  them  would.  Of  course  a 
very  considerable  number  would  remain  in  the 
town  much  later. 

2707.  But  is  Saturday  the  marketing  day  for 
the  residents  of  Sligo? — Saturday  night  is  the 
marketing  time. 

2708.  Would  they  do  their  marketing  after 
the  country  people  had  gone  ? — Much  later. 

2709.  How  late  are  the  provision  shops  gene- 
rally open  on  Saturday  ? — They  are  all  open 
until  they  are  closed  at  eleven  by  the  provisions 
of  the  Licensing  Act. 

2710.  I mean  butchers  and  bakers  and  shops 
of  that  kind  ? — They  are  open  until  eleven 
o’clock  or  after  that. 

2711.  The  people  who  want  to  buy  bread  or 
meat,  or  articles  of  that  kind,  would  market  up 
to  a late  hour? — Yes.  Almost  all  the  grocei-y 
business  is  in  the  hands  of  licensed  publicans 
who  have  in  their  shops  not  only  their  drinks  but 
also  their  other  goods,  tea,  sugar,  flour,  tobacco, 
and  other  commodities  of  that  kind.  To  my 
knowledge  there  is  no  publican  in  Sligo  who  is 
not  a retail  grocer,  and  who  does  not  carry  on 
the  retail  grocery  business  in  the  same  shop  in 
which  he  carries  on  his  publican’s  business. 

2712.  As  a rule  would  the  towns  people  do 
their  marketing  after  the  country  people  had  left 
or  before  ? — After,  always. 

2713.  Something  has  been  said  about  Mr. 
Hickson's  statements  he  was  asked,  “ Has  any 
meeting  been  held  upon  that  side  of  the  ques- 
tion ? ” that  is  to  say  in  favour  of  opening,  and  he 
said,  “ None  whatever;  ” you  agree  with  him,  do 
you  not,  as  to  that  ? — There  was  no  meeting. 

2714;  Has  anything  been  said  publicly  on  the 
other  side  ? — Never  on  any  side. 

2715.  I suppose  there  are  a considerable  num- 
ber of  people  with  some  influence  who  advocate 
the  continuance  of  the  Act,  are  there  not ; some 
of  the  clergy  for  instance  ? — I said  that  I did  not 
consult  the  clergy,  and  that  I did  not  know  their 
opinions  further  than  that  1 know  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Gilhooly,  who  is  the  Bishop  of  Elphin,  by  a 
letter  which  he  wrote. 

2716.  Are  there  any  teetotal  societies  or  clubs 
in  Sligo  ? — No,  there  is  no  teetotal  society  in 
Sligo.  Sometime  ago,  I think  about  three  years 
ago,  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  form  a Total 
Abstinence  League  in  Sligo,  and  a considerable 
number  of  the  working  men  joined  it,  but  for 
some  reason  or  another,  I cannot  say  what,  the 
movement  was  discouraged  by  the  Bishop  and  it 
lapsed  in  a very  short  time. 

2717.  Are  there  people  in  Sligo  who  would  be 
desirous,  do  you  think,  of  a public  expression 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing? — If  there 
was  a canvass  made,  I do  not  think  it  would  be 
difficult  to  get  a party  in  Sligo  to  express  an 
opinion  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing. 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

2718.  Are  you  aware  that  there  was  such  a 
canvass  ?— I am  not. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

2719.  But  those  people,  so  far  as  you  know, 
have  never  attempted  to  get  up  a public  meeting 
on  the  subject? — Not  to  my  knowledge,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  have  held  any  important 
meeting  in  Sligo  without  my  knowledge. 

2720.  The  probability  would  be  that  no  such 
meeting  was  held,  because  it  was  thought  that  it 
was  not  desirable  to  attempt  it? — I consider  that 
it  amounts  to  a certainty. 

Mr.  Big  gar. 

2721.  You  were  asked  a question  with  refer- 
ence to  your  knowledge  of  the  licensing  system. 
In  your  capacity  of  newspaper  proprietor,  do  you 
not.  know  very  well  what  the  system  of  licensing 
in  the  county  of  Sligo  and  other  counties  is  ? — I 
do  not. 

2722.  Do  you  know  that  the  granting  of 
licenses  is  rather  free  ? — I said  that  I did  not 
know  the  procedure  as  to  licenses.  I do  not 
know  anything  about  it. 

2723.  Have  you  never  seen  a vote  taken  at 
Quarter  Sessions  upon  the  part  of  the  magis- 
trates as  to  whether  a license  should  be  granted 
or  not  ? — I may  have  seen  it. 

2724.  In  some  parts  of  the  county  of  Sligo 
there  are  seven-day  licenses  and  in  some  there 
there  are  six-day  licenses? — Yes. 

2725.  And  those  people  in  Collooney  seem,  to 
have  always  had  only  six-day  licenses? — So  it 
seems. 

2726.  Do  you  think  that  that  was  done  from 
their  own  choice,  or  was  it  done  through  the 
action  of  the  magistrates  ? — I cannot  say. 

2727.  As  a matter  of  fact,  so  far  as  your 
experience  and  knowledge  go,  and  also  so  far 
as  your  opinion  goes,  do  you  think  that  the 
women  of  Sligo  are  much  addicted  to  drinking  ? 
— There  are  some  habitual  drunkards  amongst 
the  Avomen  of  Sligo. 

2728.  Are  they  a large  proportion ?— No,  not 
a large  portion. 

2729.  Have  you  asked  the  opinion  of  the 
Avives  of  the  working  men  as  to  Avhether  they 
are  in  favour  of  the  opening  of  the  public-houses 
on  Sundays  ? — I have  not. 

2730.  Then  you  do  not  knoAV  Avhat  the  opinion 
of  the  Avomen  is ; whether  they  approve  of  their 
husbands  spending  their  money  in  drink  or  not  ? 
— I do  not  knoAv. 

2731.  You  tell  us  also  that,  so  far  as  your 
knoAvledge  and  belief  Avent,  there  are  only  five 
public-houses  and  two  shebeens  out  of  87  in  the 
borough  of  Sligo  in  which  drink  is  to  be  had  on 
Sundays  ? — Yes. 

2732.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  there  is  a county 
police-station  in  Sligo,  and  are  not  the  police 
there  ?— Yes,  in  the  office. 

2733.  How  many  would  be  in  the  office  ? — I 
should  think  there  are  about  30  on  Sundays. 

2734.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  perfectly 
Avithin  the  power  of  the  chief  of  the  police  there 
to  put  two  policemen  out  of  30  at  each  one  of 
these  seven  houses  during  the  closed  part  of  the 
day  ? — Some  of  the  police  drink  in  these  houses 
themselves. 

P 4 2735.  Then 
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Mr.  Big  gar — continued. 

2735.  Then  your  evidence  is  that  the  drunk- 
enness in  the  country  could  be  put  down  if  the 
police  did  their  duty?— I consider  that  there 
would  be  less  drunkenness  if  the  houses  were 
opened  on  Sundays. 

2736.  That  is  not  the  question  ; tlie  ques- 
tion I asked  you  was : do  you  mean  to  say 
that  drinking  on  Sunday  could  be  put  down 
effectively  if  the  police  did  their  duty?— Of  course 
the  police  might  do  a great  deal  towards  watch- 
ing the  illicit  traffic ers,  but  it  is  impossible  to 
put  down  the  drinking  on  Sundays  altogether. 

2737.  You  have  told  us  that  there  are  only 
seven  houses  altogether  in  which  this  illicit  sale 
was  practised,  and  you  state  that  five  of  those 
licensed  houses  live  entirely  by  their  Sunday 
traffic.  If  the  inspector  of  police  put  a police- 
man in  each  house,  it  would  make  it  perfectly 
impossible  that  any  drink  could  be  sold  in  those 
houses  ? — The  police  themselves  are  not  inclined 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act  I believe. 

2738.  Can  you  give  us  any  reason  why  they 
are  not  prepared  to  carry  it  out?— They  pro- 
bably like  to  drink  themselves  on  Sundays. 

2739.  Is  there  any  other  reason? — Many  of 
the  Sligo  police  are  absent  out  of  the  borough 
on  Sundays. 

2740.  1 think  you  told  us  that  the  usual  num- 
ber at  Sligo  on  Sundays  was  30? — I should  say 
about  that. 

2741.  You  gave  us  some  evidence  with  regard 
to  the  country  people  who  use  the  market  on 
Saturday,  and  you  told  us  that  a great  many  of 
the  country  people  left  the  town  by  six  in  the 
evening  ? — 8ome  remain  till  eight. 

2742.  I suppose  those  who  remain  after  six 
o’clock  occupy  their  time  in  drinking  in  the  pub- 
lic-houses ? — They  do  not. 

2743.  How  do  they  occupy  their  tune? — 
They  occupy  their  time  in  going  round  to 
drapers  and  hardware  and  victuallers’  shops 
making  their  purchases,  and  some  of  them  of 
course Would  be  in  the  public -houses. 

2744.  Will  you  tell  me  at  what  time  the  work- 
ing men  arc  usually  paid  in  the  large  establish- 
ments in  Sligo  ? — The  working  men  are  paid 
usually  between  six  and  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday 
nights. 

2745.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  us  that  whilst  there 
are  87  grocers  in  Sligo  for  the  ordinary  consump- 
tion of  the  population,  the  people  make  their 
purchases  of  the  requisites  for  two  days  between 
seven  and  nine  o’clock  ? — If  they  were  compelled 
to  do  it  they  could  do  it,  but  it  would  be  a great 
inconvenience. 

2746.  Arc  you  aware  whether  or  not  the 
general  tendency  in  most  towns  is  towards  earlier 
closing  than  was  the  case  some  years  ago? — I 
have  no  knowledge  whatsoever  of  any  town  ex- 
cept Sligo. 

2747.  You  do  not  happen  to  know  that  in  some 
of  our  largest  towns,  including  London,  they  shut 
at  two  o’clock  on  Saturdays  ? — I know  nothing  of 
that. 

Mr;  Twite. 

2748.  You  stated,  I think,  that  the  police  of 
Sligo  were  the  only  people  there  who  were  de- 
sirous of  closing  ?• — Ho,  I did  not  make  that 
statement.  I said  that  the  police  and  a certain 


Mr.  Tuite — continued. 

number  of  the  people  of  Sligo  are  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing. 

2749.  You  stated  that  the  police  duty  on  Sun- 
days would  be  increased  if  the  houses  were 
opened,  but  you  do  not  think  that  would  increase 
the  drunkenness? — No  ; that  is  my  opinion. 

2750.  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that  if  the 
houses  were  opened  the  police  would  have  in- 
creased duties  in  watching  disorderly  houses  ? — I 
did  not.  say  that;  what  I say  is  that  if  the  houses 
were  opened  on  Sundays,  in  my  opinion  the 
police  should  exercise  a rigorous  supervision  over 
public  houses  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  of 
them  being  carried  on  in  a disorderly  manner.  I 
think  that  the  police  should  go  into  the  public- 
houses,  and  walk  round  and  through  them,  and 
see  that  there  was  no  man  inside  getting  drink 
who  was  already  intoxicated,  or  nearly  so. 

2751.  How  much  do  agricultural,  labourers 
earn  a week  in  Sligo  ? — There  are  no  agricultural 
labourers  in  Sligo. 

2752.  How  much  do  they  earn  around  Sligo? 
— I do  not  know. 

2753.  Do  not  a good  many  labouring  men  come 
into  market  at  Sligo  on  Saturday? — Yes. 

2754.  Where  do  they  go  on  Sunday? — They 
go  to  mass  in  the  country  districts. 

2755.  Do  not  you  think  that  some  of  the 
wages  of  the  labouring  men  should  be  kept  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  wives  and  families, 
rather  than  that  they  should  spend  it  in  drink  on 
Sundays? — I think  everyone  thinks  so. 

2756.  Do  not  you  think  that  a good  deal  of 
that  money  would  be  spent  in  drink  on  Sundays 
if  the  houses  were  opened  ?—  I do  not ; I consider 
that  there  is  at  present  as  much  spent  as  there 
would  be  if  the  houses  were  open. 

2757.  Do  not  you  think  that  au  open  door  is 
a greater  temptation  than  going  into  a house  that 
is  closed  ? — It  is  just  as  much  a temptation  on  any 
other  day  during  the  week. 

2758.  Do  not  you  think  that  a fine  imposed 
upon  persons  found  upon  licensed  premises 
during  prohibited  hours  is  a. deterrent,  and  is  not 
a person  found  drinking  on  the  premises  just  as 
liable  as  the  person  that  sells  the  drink? — Yes, 
that  is  so. 

2759.  Does  not  that  serve  as  a deterrent  ? — A 
very  trifling  deterrent. 

2760.  Has  the  Corporation  of  Sligo  expressed 
any  opinion  upon  the  subject? — Not  as  a body. 

2761.  Are  you  aware  that  other  Corporations 
in  Ireland  have  expressed  opinions  on  the  subject 
and  passed  resolutions  ? — I am  not. 

2762.  There  has  been  no  expression  of  opinion 
at  all  from  Sligo? — None  whatsoever;  I know 
the  opinions  of  most  of  the  members  of  the  Cor- 
poration, but  not  as  a public  body. 

Mr.  Johnston. 

2763.  1 suppose  you  are  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
motion of  the  cause  of  temperance  in  Ireland  ? — 
Yes. 

2764.  Do  you  belong  to  any  temperance 
organisation  ? — I do  not. 

2765.  You  have  mentioned  that  there  are  five_ 
public-houses  which,  notwithstanding  the  state  ol 
the  law,  sell  drink  on  Sunday  in  Sligo  ? — Yes, 
there  are. 

2766.  Have 
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Mr.  Johnston — continued. 

2766.  Have  the  owners  of  any  of  those  public- 
houses  been  brought  up  before  you  as  the  chief 
magistrate  for  Sligo?— I should  not  like  to 
answer  that  question. 

2767.  Have  you  taken  any  steps  as  chief 
magistrate  to  put  an  end  to  what  you  know  is  an 
existing  brench  of  the  law  ? — I have  never  con- 
sidered that  part  of  my  duty  and  I have  never 
done  it. 

2768.  Have  you  not  considered  it  a part  of 
your  duty  as  chief  magistrate  to  see  that  the  law 
is  administered? — No,  I have  not. 

2769.  You  referred  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Phillips 
who  has  a public-house  at  Collooney,  and  whom 
you  visited  one  Sunday ; had  the  police  any 
special  reasons  for  preventing  entrance  into  that 
house  on  Sunday  ? — I mentioned  the  reason. 

2770.  Were  the  police  there  watching  to  pre- 
vent persons  entering  for  the  purpose  of  Sunday 
drinking? — I gave  my  own  opinion  as  to  the 
reason  why  the  policeman  was  there. 

2771.  Those  six-day  licenses  in  Collooney  are 
not  generally  complained  of  by  the  people  in 
Collooney,  are  they,  as  preventing  them  getting 
drink  on  Sunday  ? — I cannot  say. 

2772.  You  mentioned  that  you  believed  there 
had  been  no  meetings  in  Sligo  expressing  an 
opinion  one  way  or  the  other? — None  to  my 
knowledge. 

2773.  Do  you  know  the  Reverend  J.  Fleetwood 
Berry,  the  rector  of  Sligo  ? — No. 

2774.  Have  you  never  heard  of  him  ? — No. 

2775.  The  Mayor  of  Sligo  does  not  know  the 
name  of  the  rector  of  Sligo  ? — I do  not  know. 

2776.  Have  you  heard  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  existing  in  Sligo  ? — Yes. 

2777.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  hear  that  this 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  have  held  a 
meeting  and  passed  a resolution  unanimously  in 
favour  of  closing  public-houses  on  Sunday  ? — If 
that  statement  was  made  I should  accept  it  as 
true ; I do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

2778.  I hold  in  my  hand  a resolution  signed  by 
the  Reverend  J.  Fleetwood  Berry,  Rector  of 
Slio-o,  as  chairman  of  the  public  meeting  of  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  held  in  Sligo,  at 
which  the  said  resolution  was  put,  but  you  say 
you  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  rector  ? — I do 
not. 

Mr.  Rowntrec. 

2779.  I understood  you  to  tell  the  Committee 
that  you  thought  that  as  much  drink  was  sold 
illicitly  and  privately  as  would  be  sold  if  all  the 
87  houses  were  opened  on  Sunday ; but  after- 
wards J understood  you  to  say  that  the  number 
of  people  who  went  into  those  five  houses  where 
an  illicit  sale  was  conducted  was  not  large  ; if  I 
understood  your  first  answer  right,  that  the  sale 
was  as  great  as  if  all  the  87  were  open,  would  you 
not  wish  to  modify  that  answer? — There  is  more 
drink  consumed  by  those  who  go  to  illicit  trafficers 
than  the  same  people  would  consume  if  the  houses 
were  open. 

2780.  T understand  you  to  base  your  objection 
to  Sunday  closing  to  a considerable  extent  on 
the  question  of  abstract  right,  and  you  used  a 
very  strong  expression,  that  it  was  a monstrous 
infringement  of  liberty  to  prevent  a man  having 
drink  on  Sundays  ? — Yes. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Rowntrec — continued. 

2781.  Does  not  that  carry  the  matter  rather 
further  than  you  would  wish  it  to  be  -carried. 
Could  you  tell  us  just  where  the  line  is  to  be 
drawn.  If  you  say  it  is  ,a  monstrous  infringe- 
ment of  liberty  between  two  and  five  o’clock, 
may  not  another  man  say  that  it  is  a monstrous 
infringement  of  liberty  to  prevent  him  going  be- 
tween eight  and  two,  and  between  five  and  ten  ; 
is  not  it  a question  of  degree  after  all? — Of 
course  ; I presume  that  it  is  necessary  that  there 
should  be  some  limit,  but  I think  there  would  be 
only  a very  insignificant  section  of  the  people 
who  would  ask  that  the  houses  should  be  kept 
longer  open  than  three  or  four  hours  on  Sundays. 

2782.  So  far  as  the  question  of  abstract  right 
goes,  that  insignificant  portion  of  the  community 
are  as  much  entitled,  are  they  not,  to  their 
opinion  as  the  others? — Quite  so. 

2783.  You  spoke  of  having  gathered  the 
opinion  of  the  Bishop  indirectly ; may  I ask  what 
were  the  means  to  which  you  referred.  Was  it 
a letter  which  has  appeared  in  the  public  press  ? 
— Yes. 

2784.  And  with  regard  to  the  resident  magis- 
trates we  have  had  it  given  in  evidence  at  our 
last  meeting,  by  Mr.  Hickson,  that  he  had  con- 
sulted Mr.  Moloney,  and  that  he  recommended 
that  the  Act,  as  it  is  at  present,  should  be  main- 
tained. Do  I gather  that  you  think  that  that  is 
a mistake  ? — I am  certain  that  it  is  a mistake  ; I 
am  positively  certain  that  Mi.  Moloney  expressed 
the  opposite  opinion  to  me  within  the  last  few 
days. 

2785.  You  said  that  there  was  a large  amount 
of  drunkenness,  as  I understood  you,  in  the  early 
hours  of  Sunday  morning ; can  you  suggest  any 
other  means  than  what  you  have  already  sugges- 
ted for  putting  a stop  to  what  I suppose  every- 
body would  feel  to  be  a disastrous  state  of  things 
for  the  people  ? — I consider  that  most  of  this 
drunkenness  to  which  you  allude,  is  caused  by 
the  fact  that  those  persons  bring  drink  to  their 
houses  on  Saturday  night  knowing  that  they  can- 
not lawfully  purchase  it  on  Sunday,  and  having 
got  it  at  their  homes  they  intemperately  consume 
it  without  waiting  for  Sunday. 

2786.  Do  you  really  suggest  that  they  would 
go  out  again  in  the  early  hours  of  Sunday  ; 
would  not  the  probability  rather  be  that  they 
would  rather  lie  at  home  for  a considerable  time 
if  they  had  been  engaged  in  drinking  what  they 
had  brought  in  in  the  night? — But  I state  what 
I know  to  be  the  fact,  that  they  have  been  out 
upon  the  street  and  have  been  brought  before 
me  and  charged  with  being  found  drunk  upon 
the  street. 

2787.  Is  not  that  rather  more  likely  to  apply  to 
those  persons  who  have  not  been  home  and  not 
had  liquor  with  them  at  home,  than  to  those  who 
had  ; that  is  to  say,  persons  who  have  been  found 
wandering  about  the  streets  after  eleven  o’clock? 
— No,  no  man  would  be  wandering  about  the 
streets  in  a state  of  intoxication  from  eleven 
o’clock  until  four,  and  at  that  time,  four  o’clock 
on  Sunday  morning,  persons  have  been  found  in 
the  public  streets  in  a state  of  intoxication.  Those 
men  were  not  intoxicated  in  the  public-houses  ; 
they  were  intoxicated  by  the  drink  that  they 
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Mr.  Rowntree — continued, 
drank  in  their  own  houses,  and  then  having  got 
intoxicated  they  went  out  upon  the  streets. 

2788.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  drink  does  not 
always  take  effect  just  at  once,  but  that  three  or 
four  hours  afterwards  it  has  the  worst  effect?— I 
never  experienced  it,  and  I cannot  say. 

2789.  Have  you  not  ascertained  it  in  the  dis- 
charge of  your  magisterial  functions? — No,  I 
have  not. 

2790.  Did  I understand  you  to  suggest  that 
in  order  to  lesson  drunkenness  you  thought  that 
the  police  should  go  round  to  the  houses  and  see 
that  no  one  was  being  served  with  more  than 
what  was  fit  and  proper  for  him  ? — 1 consider 
that  that  should  be  the  duty  of  the  police  and 
that  they  should  discharge  that  duty. 

279 1.  Is  not  that  a very  serious  addition  to 
the  duties  of  any  police  ; does  not  it  mean  that 
you  should  almost  have  a policeman  constantly 
attending  upon  every  public-house? — Yes,  it 
would ; and  they  have  nothing  else  to  do,  so  far 
as  I know. 

2792.  With  your  87  public-houses  in  Sligo, 
tow. many  would  it  require  to  carry  out  that  sug- 
gestion?— About  halt  the  present  number  of 
police  in  Sligo  could  carry  it  out  thoroughly,  or 
perhaps  less. 

2793.  Have  you  no  other  suggestion  to  make  to 
meet  the  drunkenness  which  exists  ? — No,  I have 
no  other  suggestion. 

Mr.  I.ea. 

2794.  Of  course,  as  Mayor  of  Sligo,  you  know 
all  about  the  town  very  well? — I know  the  town 
thoroughly. 

2795.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to 
bogus  clubs  in  Sligo  ? — There  are  two  clubs  in 
Sligo. 

2796.  Are  they  what  are  called  bogus  clubs? 
— I do  not  know  what  you  call  bogus  clubs. 

2797.  Are  there  no  such  things  in  Sligo  ? — It 
is  quite  possible  that  one  of  them  may  be  a bogus 
-club,  but  I could  not  say  so.  I do  not  know 
exactly  what  you  mean  by  a bogus  club. 

Chairman. 

2798.  A bogus  club  is  a club  which  is  nomin- 
ally either  a social  club  or  a club  for  some  pur- 
pose entirely  unconnected  with  the  consumption 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  but  which  really  and 
substantially  is  a mode  of  evading  the  licensing 
law  by  enabling  the  members  to  get  drink  at  any 
hour  they  please  ? — That  being  so,  I would  not 
consider  either  of  the  clubs  in  Sligo  bogus  clubs. 

Mr.  Jjea. 

2799.  You  said  just  now,  did  you  not,  that 
there  are  only  five  places  in  Sligo  where  she- 
beening  exists? — No;  I said' there  were  two 
places  in  Sligo  where  shebeening  exists,  and  I 
said  about  five  where  illicit  traffic  is  carried  on. 

2800.  Do  you  say  that  shebeening  exists 
chiefly  in  the  country  districts  ? — I know  that 
shebeening  does  exist  in  the  country  districts.  I 
did  not  state  it,  but  I know  it  to  be  the  fact  that 
shebeening  does  exist  in  the  country  districts. 

2801.  Do  you  know  whether  the  feeling  in  the 
country  districts  is  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ? 
— I do  not. 


Mr.  Lea — continued. 

2802.  How  is  it  that  you  know  that  shebeen- 
ing exists  if  you  do  not  know  that  the  feeling  is 
in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ? — I have  often  tra- 
velled out  so  far  into  the  country,  and  I have 
been  told  that  such  and  such  a house  was  a she- 
been. I learned,  it  in  going  round  the  country 
frequently. 

2803.  It  is  only  hearsay  evidence,  I suppose  ? 
— No  ; I am  certain  of  the  fact. 

2804.  You  said  just  now  that  men  were 
brought  before  you  for  being  drunk  early  on 
Sunday  morning ; how  many  such  cases  have 
you  had  since  you  have  been  mayor  ? — I could 
not  say. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

2805.  It  is  of  frequent  occurrence  ? — Yes,  fre- 
quently ; and  before  I became  mayor  also.  The 
fact  is  impressed  on  my  mind  owing  to  the  fact 
that  heavier  sentences  are  inflicted  for  that 
offence  than  for  the  offence  of  drunkenness  on  a 
week-day. 

Mr.  Lea. 

2806.  Since  you  have  been  mayor,  has  any 
alteration  been  made  in  the  amount  of  the  fines 
for  drunkenness  ? — No. 

2807.  I think  you  said  that  they  should  be  in- 
creased ; have  they  hitherto  been  too  light  ? — I 
did  not  say  that  the  fines  for  drunkenness  should 
be  increased.  I said  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
fines  for  the  illicit  sale  of  drink  should  be 
increased. 

2808.  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  of  the  clergy 
of  all  denominations  there  are  in  Sligo  ? — I can- 
not. 

2809.  Would  there  be  20? — More,  I should 
think. 

2810.  Do  you  know  any  of  them  who  are  in 
favour  of  opening  public-houses  on  Sunday  ? — I 
do  not. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

2811.  You  stated  early  in  your  examination 
that  you  had  been  impressed,  whilst  you  were  a 
press  representative,  with  the  amount  of  Sunday 
drunkenness  that  came  before  the  petty  sessions, 
that  is  to  say,  with  the  number  of  arrests  for 
Sunday  drunkenness? — I said  that  I used  to 
attend  the  petty  sessions  court  sometimes. 

2812.  And  that  you  were  impressed  with  the 
amount  of  Sunday  drunkenness? — Yes. 

2813.  Will  you  take  that  Parliamentary  Return 
into  your  hand  (Jianding  the  same  to  the  Witness ); 
that  is  a return  for.  the  years  1883,  1884,  1885, 
1886,  and  1887;  will  you  turn  to  the  county  of 
Sligo,  and  tell  me  how  many  Sunday  arrests  for 
drunkenness  there  were  in  the  whole  county  of 
Sligo  in  the  year  1884  ? — I see  here,  SligO, 
county  including  the  borough;  between  the  6th 
May  1883  and  the  6th  May  1884,  I find  42. 

2814.  That  is  not  one  per  Sunday,  and  that 
shocked  you  ? — Certainly. 

2815.  Take  1885;  what  are  the  figures  for 
1885  ? — Sixty-three. 

2816.  That  is  a little  more  than  one  per  Sun- 
day?— Yes. 

2817.  Take  1886  ; how  many  were  there  in  that 
year  ? — Pifty-three. 

2818.  That  is  just  one  per  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

2819.  What 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

28 1 9.  What  are  the  figures  for  1882  ? — Eighty- 
one. 

2820.  That  is  not  two  per  Sunday  over  the 
entire  county  of  Sligo? — Precisely  so. 

2821.  And  yet  you  tell  this  Committee  that 
your  experience  of  the  number  of  arrests  was 
such  as  to  shock  you  ? — I repeat  it. 

2822.  You  repeat  it  in  the  face  of  these  figures 
of  - arrests  ? — Yes. 

2823.  Take  Mr.  Hickson’s  figures  for  the 
borough  of  Sligo:  turn  to  Question  2321,  page 
103  ; you  gave  us  in  your  direct  examination  that 
when  a law  was  made  which  went  against  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  they  were  induced  to 
break  that  law  ? — I did  not  say  that. 

2824.  What  did  you  say  ? — I said  that  men 
took  a pleasure  in  breaking  a law  which  they 
considered  to  be  an  unjust  infringement  of  their 
rights. 

2825.  Which  is  practically  the  same  thing  ? — 
I do  not, think  so. 

2826.  Now,  to  come  to  the  question ; look  at 
the  year  1877  ; there  were  32  convictions  for 
Sunday  drunkenness  in  the  borough  of  Sligo,  in 
the  year  1877  ? — Yes. 

2827.  That  was  the  last  whole  year  of  the 
Sunday  opening;  the  Act  was  passed  in  1878, 
and  came  into  operation  on  the  13  th  day  of 
October? — Yes. 

2828.  In  1878  what  was  the  number  of  con- 
victions ? — 32. 

2829.  Now  take  1879  as  the  first  year  when 
the  public-houses  were  totally  closed  on  Sundays  ; 
what  were  the  Sunday  arrests  in  the  borough  of 
Sligo  ? — There  are  stated  to  have  been  16  arrests 
and  16  convictions. 

2830.  This  Act  had  been  in  operation  for  a 
whole  year  ; and  your  theory  had  not  worked  out 
during  the  year  1879  at  all  events  ? — So  it  would 
seem  from  this. 

2831.  How  many  public-houses  are  there  in 
Sligo? — There  are  87. 

2832.  In  your  direct  ex-amination  you  stated  that 
there  were  five  or  six  public-houses  in  Sligo,  which 
sold  as  much  drink  on  Sunday  as  the  whole  87 
public-houses  would  sell  if  they  were  opened  ? — 
There  is  no  limit  to  the  amount  that  they  sell. 

2833.  Do  you  adhere  to  your  original  state- 
ment? —I  do. 

2834.  Then  you  withdraw  the  qualification 
that  you  gave  to  the  honourable  Member  for 
Scarborough  two  minutes  ago  ? — I do  not.  I say 
that  drink  can  be  had  to  any  extent  whatsoever 
in  those  houses  in  Sligo  on  Sundays. 

2835.  That  may  or  may  not  be,  but  what  I 
want  to  get  at  is  what  you  really  meant  by 
your  original  statement ; you  adhere  to  that, 
do  you  ? — Yes. 

2836.  Your  original  statement  was  that  there 
were  five  or  six  public-houses  in  the  borough  of 
Sligo,  which  sold  as  much  drink  on  Sundays  as 
the  whole  87  public-houses  would  do  if  they  were 
open,  that  is  to  say  sold  it  in  an  illicit  way  at 
present  ? — It  is  quite  possible. 

2837.  Then  you  stick  to  that? — I think  that  is 
a correct  note  of  any  statement. 

2838.  And  you  adhere  to  it? — Yes. 

2839.  Those  houses  are  very  well  known,  are 
they  not  ?— They  are  very  well  known  to  me. 

.0.67. 


Mr.  T.  Jf.  Russell — continued. 

2840.  You  are  a magistrate  of  the  borough  of 
Sligo  ? — Yes. 

2841.  And  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  law  in  the  borough  ? — I am  not. 

2842 . As  mayor  of  Sligo,  are  you  not  respon- 
sible for  the  administration  of  law  in  the  borough? 
—No. 

2843.  As  much  as  any  magistrate  ? — Yes,  as 
much  as  any  magistrate. 

2844.  Have  you  ever  considered  it  to  be  your 
duty  as  mayor  to  direct  the  attention  of  the: 
police  authorities  to  those  houses  ? — No,  I have- 
not. 

2845.  You  have  stated  here  to  day  that  the- 
police  drink  in  those  houses  ? — Yes. 

2846.  Are  you  aware  of  that  of  our  own 
knowledge? — I am. 

2847:  Have  you  ever  at  any  time  as  mayor  of' 
Sligo  brought  that  under  the  notice  of  the  police 
authorities  ? — Never. 

2848.  Why  have  you  not? — I did  not  consider 
it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

2849.  You  saw  a palpable  violation  of  the  law, 
which  you  were  bound  to  administer  and  to  main- 
tain, and  you  did  not  consider  it  to  be  your  duty  ? 
-No. 

2850.  You  stated  that  the  Sunday  opening  of 
public-houses  was  opposed  by  the  police  chiefly 
because  it  would  give  them  additional  work  ? — 
Yes,  I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

2851.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Sunday  Closing 
Enactment  was  opposed  precisely  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  give  additional  work  to  the  police? 
— I am  not  aware  of  that. 

2852.  Have  the  police  not  now  to  patrol  the 
whole  of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday  in  order  to 
see  that  the  law  is  carried  out? — They  do  not  do 
it. 

2853.  Is  it  not  their  duty  to  do  it? — They  do 
not  discharge  their  duty. 

2854.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  In 
spector-General  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  ? 
— I did  not. 

2855.  Are  you  aware  that  he  stated  that, 
from  his  knowledge  and  from  the  reports  sup- 
plied to  him,  the  Act  is  fairly  carried  out  by  the 
police? — I do  not  know  anything  about  his  state- 
ment at  all.  1 did  not  even  read  it. 

2856.  To  come  to  the  question  of  drinking, 
you  stated  that  the  tendency  of  Sunday  closing 
was  to  increase  the  consumption  of  spirits,  and 
to  diminish  the  consumption  of  beer  ? — Yes. 

2857.  Are  you  aware  that  for  the  last  ten 
years  there  has  been  a very  marked  tendency  to 
diminish  the  consumption  of  spirits,  and  to  in- 
crease the  consumption  of  beer  ? — I know  nothing 
of  that. 

2858.  If  you  knew  nothing  of  it,  why  did  you 
give  evidence  about  it? — I knew  nothing  about 
the  statistics  you  are  referring  to.  I know  that 
when  a man  brings  drink  to  his  house  it  is  whisky 
that  he  brings,  and  not  ale  or  porter. 

2859.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of 
that  ? — I know  a good  deal  about  the  habits  of 
the  people. 

2860.  Have  you  a personal  knowledge  that 
people  take  home  spirits  instead  of  beer? — I 
have. 

2861.  Because  here  we  have  it  that  people  take 

Q 2 more 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
more  beer  ?— I have  a knowledge  that  people  do 
take  whisky  home  instead  of  beer. 

2862.  Then  you  have  not  had  a very  long 
experience  of  it? — I could  not  say  that  my 
experience  was  very  long. 

2863.  But  you  have  had  sufficient  to  justify 
your  statement  that  Sunday  closing  tends  to 
diminish  the  consumption  of  beer  and  to  increase 
the  consumption  of  spirits? — Yes. 

2864.  Could  you  tell  us  how  many  cases  you 
have  met  with  ? — 1 could  not. 

2865.  Then  you  entertain  the  opinion  that 
there  has  been  no  meeting  held  in  Sligo  in  con- 
nection with  this  movement? — I said  to  my 
knowledge.  I considered  that  a public  meeting 
could  have  been  held  if  it  had  been  desired. 

2866.  Would  it  be  news  to  you  to  hear  that  I 
addressed  two  meetings  in  the  beautiful  Town 
TJall  of  Sligo,  both  of  them  crowded  meetings, 
about  a month  before  the  Act  came  into  opera- 
tion ? — I did  not  know  that. 

2867.  But  the  working  men  have  been  con- 
sulted, have  they  not? — I went  to  Sligo  in  1880. 
I did  not  know  Sligo  before  that.  1 had  never 
been  in  it  previously. 

2868.  As  a matter  of  fact,  there  have  been  no 
meetings  to  your  knowledge  for  or  against  it  ? — 
I stated  that. 

2869.  And  you  have  given  it  as  a reason  for 
no  meeting  being  held  against  it,  that  working 
men  can  get  drink  if  they  like  on  Sundays  ? — It 
would  be  very  easy  to  get  up  a meeting  on  the 
question. 

2870.  Then  you  give  as  a reason  why  there 
have  been  no  meetings  against  it,  that  working 
men  can  get  drink  on  Sundays  as  it  is  ? — That 
partly  accounts  for  the  fact. 

2871.  What  class  of  working  men  go  to  those 
illicit  houses ; is  it  the  respectable  working  men 
of  Sligo? — Some  of  the  l’cspectable  working  men 
of  Sligo  are  compelled  to  go  there  owing  to  the 
impossibility  of  their  getting  drink  elsewhere  on 
Sunday. 

2872.  Then  you  give  it  in  evidence  that  the 
respectable  working  classes  of  Sligo  go  into 
illicit  houses  on  Sunday  to  get  drink  ? — Some  of 
them. 

2873.  As  to  the  remainder  who  do  not,  have 
they  ever  convened  a public  meeting? — I have 
already  stated  that  I have  no  knowledge  of 
a public  meeting  being  held  on  this  question  at 
all. 

2874.  And  the  Act  has  been  10  years  in 
operation  without  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sligo  to  protest  against  it ; before  I part  with 
that,  let  me  ask  you  about  the  bishop  ; you  have 
had  no  personal  interview  with  the  bishop  upon 
this  question,  have  you  ? — No. 

2875.  Do  not  you  think  that  when  you  knew 
that  you  were  likely  to  be  asked  about  the  state 
of  public  opinion  in  Sligo,  it  would  have  been  a 
wise  thing  to  have  consulted  Dr.  Gilhooly  upon 
the  point  ? — I was  aware  that  Mr.  Hickson  had 
consulted  with  him. 

2876.  You  say  that  you  have  formed  the 
opinion  that  Dr.  Gilhooly  was  opposed  to  Sun- 
day closing? — I did  not  express  that  opinion. 

2877.  What  did  you  say  then? — I stated  that 
I saw  a letter,  written  by  Dr.  Gilhooly,  in  which 
reference  was  made  to  Sunday  closing ; and  I 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
considered  from  that  letter  that  he  was  not  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing. 

2878.  That  letter  was  dated  the  28th  of 
March  1888,  T.  suppose? — I do  not  know. 

2879.  How  long  ago  is  it  since  you  saw  him? 
— It  is  about  ten  days  since  I saw  him.  There 
was  a copy  of  that  letter  sent  to  me.  I had  a 
copy  of  all  the  letters  from  bishops  and  chui  ch 
dignitaries  sent  to  me  as  the  proprietor  of  a 
paper,  and  I cut  out  some  of  these  letters  I 
think  for  publication. 

2880.  Are  you  aware  that  the  letter  to  which 
you  are  referring  to  contains  this  statement : 
“ Please  excuse  me  for  not  replying  to  your  first 
letter ; my  silence  was  due  to  frequent  absence 
and  hurry  of  work,  and  partly  also  to  the  serious 
doubts  1 entertain  as  to  the  advantages  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Bill,  if  not  supplemented  by 
earlier  closing  of  public-houses  on  Saturdays, 
and  by  the  adoption  of  stringent  measures  to 
prevent  the  illicit  sale  of  intoxicants ; ” from 
that  paragraph,  would  you  not  rather  say  that 
the  Bishop  of  Elphin  is  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  if  it  is  supplemented  by  Saturday  earlier 
closing  and  the  putting  down  of  shebeening? — 
I do  not  represent  the  bishop  at  all. 

2881.  But  unfortunately  you  gave  his  opinion? 
I prefer  not  to  be  asked  to  interpret  the  views  of 
Dr.  Gilhooly.  I do  not  profess  to  interpret  the 
views  of  Dr.  Gilhooly. 

2882.  You  do  not  profess  to  give  the  bishop’s 
opinion  ? — I do  not,  further  than  to  say  what  I 
stated  in  the  beginning. 

2883.  You  do  not  think  the  police  agressive  in 
Sligo,  I think  you  said? — In  referring  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Licensing 
Act  in  Sligo  Borough,  1 do  not  consider  them 
aggressive. 

2884.  And  you  think  that  a great  deal  of  the 
mischief  which  you  deplore,  arises  from  the 
inefficiency  of  the  police  in  that  respect  ? — I con- 
sider that  they  are  inefficient  in  that  respect. 

2885.  Coming  to  Collooney,  you  told  us  that 
all  the  licenses  there  were  six-day  licenses? — I 
think  they  are. 

2886.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  the 
holder  of  a six-day  license  has  practically  an 
unlicensed  house  on  the  seventh  day,  and  cannot 
open  at  all  ?— Such  seems  to  be  the  case  from  the 
fact  that  they  refused  to  open  on  the  occasion  I 
referred  to. 

2887.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act,  from  beginning  to  end,  there  is  not 
a syllable  about  six-day  licenses? — I do  not  know 
anything  about  the  Act. 

2888.  Are  you  aware  that  the  six-day  licenses 
are  a creation  of  the  Licensing  Act  of  1872,  and 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  ? — I do  not  know  anything  about  it ; if  you 
state  that  it  is  so,  of  course  it  is  all  right. 

2889.  You  stated  that  the  wages  are  paid  in 
Sligo  from  six  to  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday  night? 
— Yes. 

2890.  Have  you  any  factories  there? — There 
is  one  factory. 

2891.  Will  you  undertake  to  say  that  that 
factory  pays  wages  from  six  to  eight  o’clock? — 
I will  not,  because  I know  as  a matter  of  fact 
that  it  does  not. 

2892.  Then  you  would  qualify  your  former 

answer 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell— continued.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

.■answer  by  the  fact  that  there  is  one  factory  at  amount  of  business  of  the  town  is  done  between 
least  where  the  wages  must  be  paid  before  two  the  hours  of  nine  and  11  o’clock  on  Saturday 
o’clock  ? — I think  the  wages  are  paid  on  Friday  night. 

nifhc;  I am  not  sure.  2910.  And  you  think  that  no  change  could  be 

2893.  That  is  still  better,  but  they  are  paid,  made  on  Saturday  night  with  advantage  or  safety? 
at  all  events,  before  six  o’clock  on  Saturday  night?  I think  not. 

Yes.  2911.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  would 

2894.  As  a matter  of  fact,  how  many  people  resist  closing  at  nine  instead  of  at  eleven  on 
■would  be  employed  at  this  factory  ? — There  are  Saturday  night  ? — I do. 


■close  on  200  people. 

2895.  And  there  are  10,000  in  Sligo  altogether; 
is  that  your  largest  number  now? — Yes,  about 
200,  including  boys. 

2896.  Do  you  know  any  other  employer  of 
labour  who  pays  on  Friday  night? — I do  not.  I 
simply  say  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Pru  Mill, 
that  is  the  one  I alluded  to,  pay  on  Friday  night ; 

I make  that  statement  on  hearsay  ; I am  not 
acquainted  with  it  of  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

2897.  They  are  under  the  Factory  Acts,  are 
they  not?— I could  not  say. 

2898.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  there  is  a 
factory  in  Sligo,  and  you  do  not  know  that  it 
must  be  under  the  Factory  Acts,  and  you  the 
Mayor  of  Sligo  ? — Yes. 

2899.  When  did  you  see  Mr.  Moloney  last  ? — 

I cannot  say. 

2900.  Since  you  got  the  summons  to  attend 
here  was  it  ? — 1 saw  him  several  times  since  I 
was  informed  that  I was  coming  here. 

2901.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Moloney’s  opinions 
regarding  Saturday  night  ? — Mr.  Moloney  is  in 
favour  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night. 

2902.  Do  you  know  his  opinions  as  to  the 
hours  on  Sunday  ? — Yes ; he  told  me  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  opening  public-houses  on  Sun- 
days between  two  and  four  o’clock. 

2903.  Did  your  hear  Mr.  Hickson’s  evidence 
■on  that  point? — Yes. 

2904.  And  you  believe  him  to  be  mistaken  ? — 
I do. 

2905.  Now,  as  to  the  monstrous  infringement 
■of  personal  liberty  in  regard  to  Saturday  early 
closing  ; do  not  you  think  that  the  argument  for 
interference  with  liberty  is  good  for  any  hour  ?— 
It  is  necessary  there  should  be  some  limit,  I 
•suppose. 

2907.  Why  as  regards  liberty  ? — The  people 
are  inclined  to  avail  themselves  of  the  right  to 
go  in  at  these  hours,  and  I consider  that  they 
should  be  allowed  ; I do  not  think  there  is  a call 
for  any  further  extension. 

2908.  Dealing  with  the  question  of  liberty,  we 
have  had  it  in  evidence  here  from  . the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  the  Dublin  metropolitan  police 
that  at  one  time  the  marketing  habits  of  the 
.people  went  as  late  as  twelve  to  one  o’clock  in 
■the  momma- ; do  you  think  that  it  was  an  un- 
warrantable interference  with  the  liberty  of  these 
people  to  bring  them  to  eleven  o’clock  ? — I cannot 
give  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  a matter  I 
.am  unacquainted  with. 

2908.  But  the  principle  is  the  same?— I do 
mot  know  what  the  conditions  existing  then  in 
Dublin  were ; I know  the  state  of  Sligo. 

2909.  Is  Sligo  what  is  called  a late  town?  It 
■depends  upon  what  you  are  inclined  to  call  late. 
If  you  mean  by  late  that  the  people  use.  the 
shops  until  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday  night, 
then  it  would  be  a late  town,  because  a very  large 

•0.€7. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

2912.  Will  you  take  that  Paper  {handing  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  to  the  Witness ) ? — Yes. 

2913.  You  have  been  asked  some  questions 
with  regard  to  statistics  of  drunkenness? — Yes. 

2914.  Will  you  cast  your  eye  down  those  at 
the  foot  of  the  page  103  ; what  was  the  couvictions 
for  drunkenness  in  the  year  1879? — In  1879 
there  were  16  arrests  and  16  convictions. 

2915.  That  was  after  the  passing  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act?— Yes. 

2916.  What  were  the  convictions  in  1880?  — 
In  1880  there  were  35  arrests  and  37  convictions. 

2917.  In  1881? — There  were  38  arrests  and 
45  convictions. 

2918.  In  1882? — There  were' 67  arrests  and 
72  convictions. 

2919.  In  1883? — There  were  41  arrests  and 
43  convictions. 

2920.  In  1884? — There  were  68  arrests  and 
71  convictions. 

2921.  In  1885? — There  were  49  arrests  and 
51  convictions. 

2922.  In  1886  ?— There  were  74  arrests  and 
78  convictions. 

2923.  In  1887  ?— And  in  1887  there  were 
68  arrests  and  70  convictions. 

2924.  Were  you  in  Sligo  at  the  time  when  this 
notable  decrease  occurred? — l went  to  Sligo 
in  1880. 

2925.  Therefore,  you  could  not  have  ex- 

perienced any  great  shock  when  the  convictions 
were  so  low  as  they  were  in  1879? — I was  not 
there  at  all.  . . , 

2926.  What  has  shocked  you  since ; is  it  the 
great  increase  that  has  occurred  since  that  time  ? 
— I do  not  look  at  it  in  that  way.  I am  simply 
shocked  at  the  fact  of  a man  being  found  drunk 
in  the  public  streets  on  a Sunday. 

2927.  But  is  there  an  increase  in  this  number 
of  arrests  and  convictions  ? — There  is  about  100 
per  cent. 

2928.  And  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  been 
in  operation  ever  since  that  time?— Yes. 

2929.  You  stated  that  you  did  not  consider  it 
your  duty  to  report  what  appeared  to  you  to  be 
a palpable  violation  of  the  law ; do  you  think 
that  the  police  would  be  at  all  obliged  to  you  if 
you  were  to  interfere  with  them  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty;  do  you  think  they  like  inter- 
ference from  civil  magistrates  ? I know  they 
would  not  like  my  interference  in  a matter  of  that 
kind. 

2930.  Would  they  consider  it  an  undue  inter- 
ference?— Yes;  but  I would  not  allow,  that  to 
influence  me  ; that  consideration  did  not  influence 
me  in  the  slightest  degree. 

2931.  But  if  you  were  to  go  about  doing  what 
is  more  or  less  police  duty,  would  you  not  be 
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Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued, 
considered  to  be  rather  a Quixotic  man  ? — At  all 
events  I have  no  inclination  in  that  direction. 

2932.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  want  of  meet- 
ings to  express  an  opinion  upon  this  subject  which 
has  been  referred  to,  is  it  a custom  with  the 
Irish  people  to  hold  meetings  expressing  opinions 
upon  these  subjects? — Not  in  my  experience- 

2933.  Is  it  usual  for  the  people  to  meet  for  the 
purpose  of  addressing  a petition  to  Parliament  ? 
— No,  it  is  not. 

2934.  Is  not  that  practice  rather  tabooed  and 
discouraged  in  Ireland  ? — I have  known  of  no 
case  of  that  kind. 

2935.  Will  any  representative  man  in  any 
district  start  a petition  to  Parliament ; any  of  the 
popular  men  of  the  district? — They  never  think 
of  such  a thing. 

2936.  They  would  not  do  such  a thing? — Not 
at  all. 

2937.  They  think  it  is  a practice  not  to  be 
encouraged  ; is  not  that  so? — They  regard  it  as  a 
harmless  practice,  of  course,  and  useless. 

2938.  You  have  been  examined  with  regard  to 
your  statement  concerning  liberty ; that  is  to 
say,  the  liberty  of  people  to  take  drink  if  they 
choose  ; what  you  allude  to  is  rational  liberty,  I 
suppose  ? — Certainly. 

2939.  And  is  it  your  opinion  that,  though  the 
houses  ought  to  be  opened  for  the  convenience  of 
people,  at  the  same  time  they  should  be  closed  at 
certain  times  and  hours  ? — 1 think  it  is  desirable 
that  they  should  be. 

2940.  Now,  with  regard  'to  the  meeting  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  is  it  not' 
quite  possible  that  such  a meeting  as  that  could 
take  place  without  your  knowledge  ? — The  asso- 
ciation is  rather  an  insignificant  body,  and  it 
might  hold  any  number  of  meetings  without  my 
cognisance. 

2941.  As  a matter  of  fact,  there  is  very  little 
notice  taken  by  the  public  of  a meeting  of  small 
sections  of  the  Protestant  community  ? — They 
are  not  noticed  at  all. 

2942.  And  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa- 
tion is  composed  entirely,  is  it  not,  of  the  few 
Protestants  who  live  in  Sligo?— It  is  composed 
entirely  of  a small  section  of  the  Protestants. 

2943.  The  meeting  itself  would  be  unimportant 
as  reflecting  the  opinions  of  the  people? — Alto- 
gether unimportant. 

2944.  How  long  has  Mr.  Hickson  been  sub- 
inspector?— I do  not  know  the  exact  time;  not 
very  long. 

2945.  Mr.  Maloney’s  is  a much  more  ancient 
appointment? — He  was  resident  magistrate  in 
Sligo  before  I went  to  Sligo. 

2946.  Mr.  Hickson  was  asked  what  his  opinion 
was,  having  regard  to  advisable  measures,  of  the 
state  of  public  opinion  in  Sligo,  and  all  the 
various  elements  that  would  bear  upon  the 
question,  and  he  replied  : “ The  Sunday  Closing 
Act  has  been  most  beneficial ;’’  having  regard  to 
that  (that  is  to  say,  having  regard  to  public 
opinion),  do  you  think  that  a police  official  is 
capable  of  forming  a correct  estimate  of  public 
opinion,  and  attaching  a proper  value  to  it?— 

I think  not. 

2947.  I suppose  that  any  other  man  in  the 
district  would  have  a better  acquaintance  with 
the  opinions  of  the  people  ? — Much  better. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued. 

2948.  With  regard  to  Collooney,  you  say  that 
you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  licensing  laws  ; 
it  is  none  of  your  business,  is  it,  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  licensing  laws  ? — It  is  not. 

2949.  You  are  not  aware  that  many  people 
have  applied  for  six-day  licenses  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act?— No,  1 am 
not. 

2950.  You  are  not  aware  that  they  save  one- 
seventh  of  the  cost  of  the  license? — No,  I was 
not  aware  of  that. 

2951.  Would  such  a man  as  your  acquaintance, 
Mr.  Phillips,  open  his  public-house  on  a Sunday, 
if  he  had  the  opportunity,  if  he  were  allowed  by 
the  law  to  do  so  ? — He  would. 

2952.  And  is,  it  in  your  opinion,  a hardship 
upon  people  who  visit  Collooney,  that  they  can- 
not get  refreshment  ? — I consider  that  a case  of 
extreme  hardship  occurred  in  the  case  to  which 
I alluded. 

Mr.  Lea. 

2953.  Is  that  the  case  of  the  football  team  ? — 
Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

2954.  How  far  is  Collooney  from  Sligo  ? — It 
is  seven  miles. 

2955.  Do  people  walk  out  there  from  Sligo 
for  recreation? — I often  walked  there  myself  on 
Sunday  for  recreation. 

2956.  Are  there  any  other  places  within 
reasonable  distance  to  which  visitors  can  go  for 
recreation  ?— Ballysodare  is  a mile  nearer. 

2957.  Would  you  consider  it  a hardship  upon 
the  people  who  resort  to  these  places  if  they 
could  not  get  refreshment  ? — 1 certainly  consider 
that  it  would  be  a great  hardship. 

2958.  With  regard  to  the  resistance  that 
might  be  offered  to  the  early  closing  on  Saturday 
night ; in  your  opinion,  does  not  the  protest  of 
the  people  take  rather  the  form  of  cheating  the 
law,  than  of  marked  public  protest? — It  takes 
that  form  at  present,  in  the  case  of  Sunday 
closing. 

2959.  And  knowing  that  they  can  easily  cheat 
the  law,  they  make  no  public  demonstration  of 
their  feeling  in  the  matter  ? — That  partly  accounts 
for  the  fact  that  they  have  not  given  public  ex- 
pression to  their  opinion. 

2960.  Not  entirely  ? — No. 

2961.  Then  what  other  reason  is  there  for  the 
absence  of  a manifestation  of  feeling  ? — The 
majority  of  tlie  people  in  Sligo  are  perfectly 
indifferent. 

2962.  Apathetic,  do  you  mean? — Yes,  they 
have  no  interest  in  the  matter;  they  are  not  pub- 
licans, and  they  are  not  men  who  use  the  public- 
houses,  and  if  they  do  express  themselves  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing,  it  is  on  the  general 
principle  that  the  less  drink  there  is  consumed 
the  better. 

2963.  Now,  because  such  meetings  have  not 
been  held,  would  it,  in  your  opinion,  indicate  that 
the  wishes  of  the  people  were  in  favour  of  the 
present  state  of  things  ? — Certainly  not. 

2964.  You  would  recommend,  you  say,  the 
opening  of  public-houses  on  Sundays  between 
the  hours  of  two  and  five  o’clock  ? — Yes. 

2965.  And  you  think  that  that  could  be  done 

with 
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Mr.  John  O'  Connor — continued, 
with  beneficial  results  ? — I consider  that  it  would 
be  beneficial. 

2966.  You  say  that  a good  deal  of  the  grocery 
business  in  Sligo  is  done  between  the  hours  of  ten 
and  eleven  o’clock? — On  Saturday  nights,  yes. 

2967.  Does  any  evil  result  therefrom  ?- -No 
evil  whatever. 

2968.  I suppose  the  townspeople  do  not  go  to 
do  their  marketing  until  the  country  people  have 
cleared  out  of  the  town? — It  is  a considerable 
time  after  the  country  people  have  left  before 
the  ordinary  working  classes  go  to  the  grocery 
shops  on  Saturday  night. 

2689.  You  stated  that  there  were  tons  of 
molasses  sold  in  Sligo  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ducing illicit  distillation  ? — Yes,  for  producing 
illicit  spirit. 

2970.  Most  of  the  product  of  this  commodity 
is  sold  where  it  is  produced,  you  say  ? — It  is  sold 
in  the  country  places. 

2971.  And  1 suppose  it  is  very  likely  sold  in 
shebeens  ? — Y es. 

2972.  You  would  think  that? — Yes,  I would 
call  any  unlicensed  house  in  which  it  is  sold  a 
shebeen. 

2073.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  publicans  do  not 
sell  that  deleterious  article,  do  they? — I believe 
they  do  ; I do  not  make  the  statement  of  my  own 
personal  knowledge,  but  I have  heard  frequently 
that  some  of  the  low-class  publicans'  buy  that 
stuff  and  sell  it. 

2974.  I suppose  you  mean  such  a class  as  those 
five  or  six  who  sell  on  Sundays  in  spite  of  the 
law  ?— Yes. 

2975.  Then  the  people  get  the  worst  class  of 
liquor  in  shebeens  and  in  houses  owned  by  people 
who  try  to  defeat  the  law  ? — It  is  the  worst  kind 
of  drink,  both  porter  and  whisky,  that  is  sold  in 
these  places. 

2976.  Do  you  attribute  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  an  increase  of  police  by 
the  number  of  ten  in  Sligo?— Certainly  not;  that 
does  not  account  for  it  at  all  ; ten  policemen 
could  make  as  many  arrests  as  are  made  by  the  40. 

2977.  As  a matter  of  fact,  did  not  the  30 
police  in  former  times  do  as  much  police  duty 
and  more  than  the  40  could  do  now  with  their 
increased  duties? — They  did  all  the  duties  that 
were  imposed  upon  them. 

2978.  You  have  stated  your  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  effects  of  Sunday  closing;  I sup- 
pose you  have  founded  that  opinion  upon  a life- 
long experience  of  the  habits  of  the  people  ? — 
No,  I have  not,  1 had  no  experience  of  the 
people  prior  to  my  going  to  Sligo. 

2979.  But  you  had  experience  of  the  Irish 
people  elsewhere,  had  you  not  ? — I could  not  say 
that  I had.  . My  life  was  not  such  as  to  bring  me 
into  contact  with  the  people. 

2980.  Do  you  move  about  much  among  young 
men  of  your  own  status  and  your  own  age? — 
There  is  probably  no  man  in  Sligo  who  moves 
about  so  much  aniong  all  classes  of  the  Sligo 
people  as  I do.' 

2981.  Do  those  with  whom  you  are  acquainted 
abuse  the  privileges  which  they  have? — No,  they 
do  not. 

2982.  Is  there  any  temperance  movement  in 
0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
connection  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
Sligo  ? — No,  there  is  not. 

_ 2983.  You  consider,  at  all  events,  that  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  parish  priest  would  have  more 
effect  than  an  Act  of  Parliament? — It  would  be 
obeyed,  and  the  act  of  Parliament  would  not  be 
obeyed. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

2984.  That  is  as  regards  the  spirits  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

2985.  Have  you  seen  the  statistics  regarding 
shebeens  which  have  been  read  to  us  by  Mr. 
Hickson  ? — I have  not. 

2986.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
previously  to  the  year  1879  there  were  27  con- 
victions for  shebeening,  and  since  that  time,  up 
to  1887,  there  have  been  45  convictions  ? —I  had 
no  knowledge  whatever  of  Sligo  previous  to  my 
going  there,  and  part  of  the  period  is  anterior  to 
my  going  to  Sligo. 

2987.  In  offering  your  opinion,  I suppose  you 
intend  to  convey  that  a great  injury  is  inflicted 
upon  a great  number  in  order  to  prevent  the  few 
from  getting  drunk  ? — It  is  quite  possible  that  a 
few  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sligo  might  abuse  the 
right  of  entering  public-houses  on  Sundays;  but 
I do  not  think  that  that  is  a sufficient  reason  for 
preventing  the  large  majority  of  respectable 
artizans  and  labourers  who  would  not  abuse  the 
right  from  enjoying  it. 

2988.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  Act  does  not 
achieve  that  object? — It  does  not. 

2989.  And  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  passed 
has  not  been  fulfilled,  in  your  opinion  ? — It  has 
not. 

2990.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  members  of 
the  corporation  individually  upon  the  subject  ? — 
I spoke  to  no  more  than  seven. 

2991.  Out  of  how  many? — Out  of  24,  myself 
included,  would  be  eight.  1 believe  that  if  the 
opinion  of  the  council  was  taken  there  would  be 
a majority  in  favour  of  opening  the  houses  on 
Sunday,  but  there  would  also  be  a considerable 
minority  in  favour  of  keeping  them  closed. 

2992.  I suppose  you  have  read  this  paragraph 
in  the  bishop’s  letter : “ If  the  Act  is  to  be 
renewed,  I think  the  opening  of  licensed  houses 
for  a few  hours  on  Sundays  in  the  large  towns 
and  cities  would  rather  prevent  than  promote 
intemperance”? — Yes,  I read  that. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

2993.  And  that  was  the  paragragh  in  the  letter 
that  mainly  influenced  you  in  giving  your  opinion  ? 
— It  was  that  paragraph  which  J had  in  my  mind 
when  I gave  my  opinion  as  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  letter. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

2994.  On  that  point  you  are  aware  that  the 
bishop’s  opinion  was  asked  as  to  the  extension  of 
the  Act  to  five  cities  and  towns? — I am  not 
aware. 

2995.  And  that  paragraph  refers  to  the  five 
towns  about  which  he  had  been  asked  his 
opinion? — I am  not  aware  of  that  fact. 

q 4 2996.  Do 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

2996.  Do  you  know  that  he  said  also,  “ If 
moreover  licensed  houses  are  to  be  opened  on 
Sundays  to  all  who  present  themselves  as  tra- 
vellers it  would  really,  in  my  opinion,  be  better 
for  the  morality  and  the  health  of  our  people,  at 
least  in  the  towns,  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
should  be  allowed  to  expire.  In  the  country 
districts  the  Act  has  had  probably  good  results. 
I should  wish  to  see  it  continue  in  force ; but 
even  there,  the  illicit  sale  of  drink  is  practically 
unchecked.”  Have  you  seen  those  paragraphs  ? 
— Yes  ; but  I said  before  I did  not  wish  to  be 
taken  as  interpreting  the  letter  of  the  bishop. 

2997.  But  from  the  tone  of  the  letter,  do  you 
not  think  that  the  bishop  is  more  or  less  in  favour 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  being  allowed  to 
expire  ? — My  opinion  is  that  he  is  in  favour  of 
opening  for  a short  time  on  Sundays. 

2998.  And  is  that  your  opinion  also? — Yes. 

2y99.  And  you  and  the  bishop  are  both  in 

contact  with  the  people? — We  are. 

3000.  And  you  would  be  more  likely  to  know 
what  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people  are 
than  the  inspector  of  police? — The  inspector  of 
the  police  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  know  anything 
of  the  wishes  of  the  people  at  all. 

Mr.  M‘ Donald. 

3001.  The  honourable  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  placed  in  your  hands  a constabulary 
return  of  the  arrests  for  drunkenness,  and  Mr. 
Hickson,  in  his  last  examination,  gave  us  returns 
for  the  town  of  Sligo,  for  14  years.  I will  divide 
those  14  years  into  two  sevens.  For  the  first 
seven  years  the  total  of  these  are  212,  and  for  the 
last  seven  years,  405.  What  in  your  opinion  is 
the  cause  of  there  being  in  the  latter  seven  double 
the  number  that  there  is  in  the  first  seven  ? — In 
my  opinion  the  increase  is  due  to  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act. 

3002.  These  are  the  Sunday  arrests  ; I will 
now  take  all  the  days  of  the  week.  The 
number,  in  the  first  seven  years,  is  2,335,  and  for 
the  last  seven,  4,344.  That  is  also  nearly  double ; 
that  is  taking  the  whole  week.  What  do  you 
think  is  the  cause  of  that  doubling  in  that  case, 
not  including  Sundays  ? — I was  not  aware ; I did 
not  note  these  figures. 

3003.  Then  wc  come  to  shebeen  convictions. 
For  the  first  seven  years  the  shebeen  convictions 
in  the  town  of  Sligo  were  23,  and  for  the  last 
seven  years  the  shebeen  convictions  were  30.  To 
what  do  you  attribute  the  increase? — That  is  a 
very  inconsiderable  increase,  I think. 

3904.  It  is  not  very  considerable  ? — No. 

Mr.  7’.  IV.  Russell. 

3005.  Arising  out  of  that  point  you  have 
given  us,  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  Sunday  arrests  is  due  to  Sunday 
closing  ? — Y es,  that  is  my  opinion. 

3006.  The  increase  has  been  exactly  the  same 
as  regards  the  week-days ; will  you  be  good 
enough  to  hazard  an  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of 
that  increase  ? — I am  not  able  to  give  an  opinion 
upon  that  matter. 

Chairman. 

3007.  In  answer  to  a question  that  was  asked 
you  by  an  honourable  Member  as  to  why,  in  your 


Chairman — continued. 

opinion,  meetings  had  not  been  held  by  those  who 
were  in  favour  of  opening  on  Sunday,  you  gave 
as  a reason  because  those  persons  could,  under 
the  present  system,  get  as  much  drink  as  they 
want ; and,  in  answer  to  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tipperary,  you  state  as  your 
opinion  that  the  majority  were  apathetic ; I pre- 
sume by  the  majority  that  you  mean  the  in- 
habitants of  Sligo  other  than  the  class  to  which 
your  first  answer  applied? — Yes. 

3008.  When  you  state  that  the  majority  are- 
apathetic,  1 presume  you  mean  they  have  no- 
strong  opinion  one  way  or  the  other  ? — They 
have  no  strong  opinion  one  way  or  the  other. 

3009.  So  that  the  population  of  Sligo,  so  far  as 
you  know,  may  be.  divided  into  those  who  have  no 
strong  opinion  one  way  or  the  other,  and  those 
who  have  a strong  opinion  in  favour  of  Sunday 
opening,  but  who  do  not  think  it  necessary  to- 
publicly  express  that  opinion,  because  they  can 
get  as  much  drink  as  they  please  at  present;  is 
not  that  your  evidence? — There  is  a large 
number  of  those  who  would  use  public-houses  if 
they  were  open  on  Sundays,  who  do  not  go  to  the 
houses  where  drink  is  given  illicitly  on  Sun- 
days. 

3010.  But  those  persons,  according  to  your  evi- 
dence, are  deterred  from  expressing  their  opinion 
upon  the  subject  by  the  consideration  that  by 
frequenting  illicit  houses  they  could  get  as  much 
drink  as  they  wanted  ; is  not  that  so  ? — If  there 
was  a public  discussion  of  the  matter  started,  it 
would  be  easy  to  get  an  expression  of  opinion; 
but  until  someone  takes  a prominent  part  in  a 
matter  of  that  kind  the  workmen  will  rarely 
think  of  initiating  any  movement. 

3011.  But,  as  I understand  your  evidence 
(you  can  qualify  it  if  it  is  not  your  meaning),  the 
opinion  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  is  among  a 
class  who  are  deterred  from  expressing  their 
opinion  only  by  the  consideration  that  they  can 
get  as  much  drink  as  they  want  at  present? — 
They  are  not  deterred  in  any  way. 

3012.  They  are  influenced  by  that  con- 
sideration?— They  are  made  more  apathetic  in 
the  matter  by  the  fact  that  they  can  get  drink. 
That  is  partly  the  cause  why  they  do  not  give 
expression  to  the  opinion  as  they  might  do. 

3013.  Then  your  evidence,  which  has  been 
given  very  fully  is  this,  that  practically  for  that 
class  of  persons  you  think  there  is  no  real  Sunday 
closing,  but  they  are  driven  to  deal  in  illicit 
houses? — Yes,  and  that  they  are  demoralized  by 
having  to  go  to  places  where  disorderly  conduct 
is  carried  on,  and  where  they  are  allowed  to  get 
drunk,  and  where  bad  drink  of  all  kinds  is  given 
to  them. 

3014.  Therefore  when  you  speak  of  increased 
drunkenness  following  Sunday  closing,  you  do 
not  mean  home  drinking,  but  drinking  in  these 
shebeens  and  disorderly  public-houses? — Yes. 

3015.  If  the  law  were  rendered  sufficiently 
strong  to  put  down  these  shebeens  and  disorderly 
public-houses,  then  any  evils  that  you  have 
observed  as  the  result  of  your  own  experience 
would  disappear? — Yes  ; but  you  would  then  be 
taking  away  the  right  of  the  whole  body  of 
artizans  and  labourers  and  traders  who  use  the 
public-houses,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
drunkenness  of  a few  worthless  individuals. 

3016.  I quite 
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Chairman — continued 

3016.  I quite  understand  what  I may  call  your 
abstract  objections? — Yes. 

Mr.  Muntz. 

3017.  I would  like  to  ask  you  what  clubs 
there  are  in  Sligo — bogus  clubs,  or  other  clubs? 
— There  are  two  clubs  in  Sligo,  neither  of  them 
bogus. 

3018.  Legitimate  clubs  ? — Yes. 

3019.  What  number  of  members  are  there? — I 
do  not  know  the  number  of  members.  I do  not 
belong  to  either  of  them. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3020.  Are  they  political  clubs  ? — One  of  them 
is  the  Conservative  Club  and  the  other  is  the 
Orange  Club. 

Mr.  Muntz. 

3011.  Are  these  clubs  open  on  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3022.  Ai*e  they  working  men’s  clubs  ? — No. 

Mr.  Muntz. 

3023.  We  have  no  evidence  before  us  with 
regard  to  this  drunkenness ; whether  any  of  it 
may  take  place  or  arise  in  these  clubs? — I know 
that  it  does  not.  I know  that  no  drunkenness 
takes  place  in  Sligo,  as  the  result  of  the  existence 
of  these  clubs. 

3024.  And  these  clubs  are  really  occupied  by 
the  middle  and  upper  class  ? — They  are. 

3025.  And  not  by  the  working  classes  ? — No. 

3026.  And,  in  your  opinion,  do  you  think  it 
would  be-  fair  that  these  clubs,  which  arc  occupied 
by  the  upper  and  middle  classes,  should  be  open, 
while  practically  the  working  men’s  clubs  should 
be  entirely  closed  on  Sundays? — I consider  it 
unfair  that  a member  of  a club,  such  as  Mr. 
Hickson  or  any  other  gentleman  should  have  the 
right  to  close  the  public-houses  which  he  never 
himself  enters,  against  the  men  who  would  make 
use,  and  judicious  use,  of  the  public-houses,  and 
would  not  abuse  the  right  of  entering  them. 

3027.  Then  you  do  not  think  it  fair  that  the 
clubs  of  the  upper  classes  should  be  opened  while 
the  clubs  of  the  lower  classes  are  closed  ?—  I 
think  it  is  most  unfair. 

Mr.  Lea. 

3028.  By  clubs  you  mean  public-houses,  I 
suppose  ? — Y es. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3029.  Are  there  no  workmen’s  clubs  in  Sligo? 
— No,  there  are  not. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3030.  But  there  would  be  very  likely  to  be 
workingmen’s  clubs  established  if  the  Saturday 
restriction  was  put  on,  would  there  not?— I 
could  not  say  that ; they  have  not  had  any 
clubs. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3031.  Do  not  working  men  generally  resent 
unfair  play  of  that  kind?— Yes. 

3032.  And  do  they  not  consider  themselves 
almost  justified  in  breaking  the  law  when  they 
find  the  law  deals  unfairly  with  them  ? — They 
certainly  consider  themselves  justified. 

0.67. 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

3033.  The  upper  classes  may  think  it  is  for 
their  benefit,  and  very  probably  it  may  be  for 
their  benefit,  but  still  that  is  their  disposition,  to 
resent  that  unfair  treatment  ? — Men  do  not  wish 
to  be  made  sober  by  coercion,  or  compulsion. 

3034.  I am  talking  of  the  unfairness  of  leaving 
clubs  open  and  closing  public-houses? — Yes;  the 
working  men,  of  course,  consider  that  this  is  a 
piece  of  class  legislation. 

3035-  Even  though  it  is  for  their  benefit,  or  in- 
tended for  it,  it  is  their  disposition  to  resent  un- 
fair treatment  ? — Yes. 

3036.  That  is  your  opinion  of  the  working 
men  ? — It  is. 

Mr.  Muntz. 

3037.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sundays,  whether  partially  or 
totally,  leads  to  a large  amount  of  secret  drink- 
ing?— Yes. 

< 3038.  Where  the  lower  classes  are  led  to  asso- 
ciate with  those  with  whom  they  would  not 
otherwise  associate,  and  are  supplied  with  inferior 
liquor? — Yes. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

3039.  What  ground  have  you  for  saying  that 
the  working  men  of  Sligo  are  in  favour  of  open- 
ing the  houses  when  you  only  consulted  ten? — 
I stated  at  the  same  time  that  anyone  who  is 
acquainted  with  working  men  will  get  as  much 
information  from  two  or  three  representative 
men  as  if  he  consulted  the  whole  body. 

3040.  But  if  those  two  or  three  men  were  men 
who  were  fond  of  drink,  surely  you  would  not 
take  them  as  representing  the  Avhole  body? — I 
stated  also  that  they  were  not  men  who  were 
fond  of  drink. 

3041.  How  many  working  men  do  you  have 
in  Sligo  altogether  ? — I could  not  say. 

3042.  Are  there  more  than  a thousand? — Pro- 
bably. 

3043.  Surely  the  opinions  of  10  do  not  repre- 
sent. the  whole  thousand? — I can  only  repeat 
what  I said  before,  that  I consider  that  you  can 
get  their  opinions  from  a few  representative  men 
better,  and  in  a more  full  and  satisfactory  manner 
than  if  you  went  and  consulted  every  one  of 
them. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3044.  But  you  did  not  consult  these  people  for 
the  purpose  of  this  examination ; in  fact,  you 
gathered  their  opinions  before  you  expected  to  be 
summoned ; is  it  not  so  ? — Partly  before  and 
partly  after. 

3045.  And  you  also  know  that  the  Town 
Inspector  of  Belfast  out  of  17,500  workers  ordy 
consulted  some  20  or  30  ; and  consequently  the 
disproportion  which  the  honourable  Member  for 
W estmeath  has  endeavoured  to  fix  is  not  borne 
out  ; is  hot  that  so  ? — I heard  a statement  to 
that  effect  made  by  Mr.  Davis. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3046.  Before  you  were  summoned  to  this  Com- 
mittee, before  you  knew  you  were  going  to  come 
here  and  give  evidence,  how  many  did  you  con- 
sult?— I could  not  say. 

3047.  Did  you  consult  half  the  number? — I 
must  have  consulted  far  more  than  that.  I 

R simply 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


130 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


26  April  1888.]  Mr.  M'Hugh. [Continued. 


Mr  Jacoby — continued. 

simply  made  the  statement  as  a general  state- 
ment. I have  probably  conversed  on  the  matter 
with  many  more. 

3048.  But  you  have  consulted  several  since 
then  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Muntz. 

3049.  I am  unacquainted  with  the  town  of 
Sligo;  I iut  can  you  give  us  any  information  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  working  men’s  houses  in 
Sligo  ; is  there  any  accommodation  in  the  way  of 
cellarage  in  which  they  could  put  by  a supply  of 
liquor  for  Sundays? — Most  of  the  houses  in 
Sligo  occupied  by  the  working  men  are  very 
small. 

3050.  So  that  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely 
closed  on  Sundays  they  would  have  to  lay  in  a 
supply  of  liquor  on  Saturday  and  drink  flat  beer 
on  Sunday  ? — They  would  not  bring  in  beer  on 
Saturday  night ; whenever  they  bring  drink 
home  they  bring  whisky. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3051.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  most  of  the  beer  and 
porter  is  supplied  in  bottles  ? — No,  it  is  not  a 
fact ; beer  is  supplied  on  draught  and  so  is  porter. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

3052.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  given  here 
by  a Dublin  magistrate  named  Mr.  O’Donnell  ? — 
No,  1 have  not. 

3053.  He  stated  that  the  true  solution  of  this 
question  was  in  the  improvement  of  artizans’ 
dwellings ; have  you  any  observations  to  make  on 
that  point? — We  have  built  artizans’  dwellings 
and  made  very  comfortable  homes  for  the  artizans 
of  Sligo.  We  have  improved  the  town  very 
much  in  that  way. 

3054.  What  effect  has  that  on  the  general 
habits  of  the  people  ? — I think  it  has  a tendency 


Mr.  John  O’ Connor — continued, 
to  prevent  men  from  going  to  the  public-houses 
and  sitting  there. 

3055.  Do  you  agree  with  that  opinion  then  ?— 

I am  not  sure  that  I understand  it  thoroughly, 
but  I think  so. 

3056.  It  would  have  a great  effect  in  that  direc- 
tion, at  any  rate  ? — Y es. 

Mr.  Lea. 

3057-  The  honourable  Member  for  South  Tip- 
perary asked  you  just  now  if  you  knew  that  the 
Bishop  of  Elphin  had  doubts  about  the  success 
of  Sunday  closing;  are  you  aware  that  the 
Bishop’s  opinion  is  qualified  by  what  he  says 
as  to  the  loose  administration  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  ? — I should  prefer  not  being  asked 
to  interpret  his  letter.  I do  not  profess  to  inter- 
pret it. 

3058.  Are  you  aware  that  he  found  great 
fault  with  it  in  its  keeping  licensed  houses  open 
on  Sunday  to  all  who  represent  themselves  as 
travellers;  is  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  he 
finds  fault  with  it  ? — I stated  that  I would  prefer 
not  being  asked  co  interpret  the  letter  at  all. 

3059.  Are  you  aware  that  he  thinks  that  an 
amendment  ought  to  be  made  in  the  bond  fide 
travellers’  clause  ? — I simply  read  his  letter : it 
was  sent  to  me  by  post,  and  I simply  read  it.  I 
expressed  a general  opinion  as  to  his  opinion,  and 
I will  not  do  more  than  that. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

3060.  You  stated  that  these  working  men 
whom  you  consulted  were  representative  of  the 
rest;  in  what  way  were  they  representative j 
were  they  presidents  or  officials  of  any  working 
men’s  organisation? — Yes. 

3061.  What  were  they? — There  is  a working 
man’s  society,  and  one  of  them  is  the  president 
of  that  society. 


Mr.  John  Charles  Gardiner,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

3062.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  city  of 
Cork  ? — I am  a Resident  Magistx-ate. 

3063.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Cork  in  that 
capacity  ? — I have  been  thex-e  two  years  nearly, 
but  I have  been  away  a great  deal  from  the  city. 

3064.  Can  you  state  the  population  of  Cork  ? — 
The  population  of  Cork  is  80,124,  accox-ding  to 
the  Census  of  1881. 

3065.  Has  it  increased  or  diminished  since 
then? — I imagine  that  it  has  increased  somewhat. 
I should  say  it  was  vex-y  nearly  90,000  now. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3066.  Do  you  speak  of  the  population  in  the 
borough  boundary? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

3067.  Is  that  the  district  that  is  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act? — Yes. 

3068.  What  is  the  area  ? — The  area  is  2,685 
acres  1 rood  and  31  perches. 

3069.  IIowr  many  licensed  public-houses  are 
there  in  the  city  of  Cork  ? — There  are  altogether 


Chairman — continued. 

613  persons  licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  the  city  of  Cork. 

3070.  How  many  of  those  hold  publicans’- 
licenses  ? — There  are  530  holders  of  seven-day 
licenses  ; there  are  18  of  six-day  licenses  ; there 
are  two  of  seven-day  and  eax-ly  closing  licenses ; 
there  are  29  six-day  and  early  closing  licenses ; 
there  are  11  beer  retailex-s,  20  wholesale  beer 
dealers,  and  three  spirit  grocers.  The  total  is 
613. 

3071.  Are  there  any  refreshment  room  wine 
licenses  ? — No. 

3072.  Or  theatre  licenses  ?— No.  There  is  a 
theatre  in  Cork ; I cannot  say  whether  it  is 
licensed. 

3073.  Have  you  prepared  n return  of  the 
number  of  the  ax-rests  and  convictions  for  drunken- 
ness,  or  drunkenness  combined  with  any  other 
offence,  on  Sundays  from  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m.  on  the 
following  Monday,  from  1874  down  to  the  present 
time  ? — .1  have. 

3074.  And  a cox-responding  week-day  return  ? 
— Not  for  that  number  of  years. 

3075.  What 
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Chairman — continued. 

3075.  What  period  is  indicated  in  that  return? 
— It  is  for  two  years  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  and  also  two  years  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  — that  is,  for  1876  and  1880.  I have  further 
returns  besides  that,  showing  the  arrests  for 
different  periods. 

3076.  Will  you  hand  in  those  returns? — 
Certainly  ( handing  in  the  same). 

3077.  Have  you  taken  any  means  to  ascertain 
the  public  opinion  in  Cork  on  the  subject  of 
Sunday  closing? — Yes,  I have. 

3078.  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  ? — 
I have  consulted  with  the  people  with  whom  I 
have  come  in  contact ; I have  not  consulted  any 
clergyman  of  any  denomination  with  reference  to 
Sunday  closing,  because  I am  aware,  and  I believe 
it  is  a fact,  that  clergymen  of  all  denominations, 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic,  and  otherwise,  are 
all  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing.  I have  taken 
opportunities  of  speaking  to  men  who  are  per- 
fectly independent  men,  so  far  as  I know,  and 
men  who  are  practical  men,  and  I have  requested 
them  to  make  inquiries,  as  well  as  myself 
questioning  people  whom  I know,  in  reference 
to  the  feelings  of  the  people  who  really  use  and 
frequent  public-houses. 

3079.  Will  you  state  the  result  of  your  in- 
quiries ? — The  result  of  my  inquiries  is  that 
the  feeling  amongst  them  is  that  the  hours  on 
Sunday  might,  with  advantage  to  the  people,  be 
shortened  ; and  also,  if  I may  refer  to  Saturday 
night,  that  they  might  also  be  shortened.  We 
would  say  on  Sunday  from  two  to  five,  and  on 
Saturdays  to  be  closed  at  nine  o’clock. 

3080.  Do  you  consider,  from  your  knowledge, 
that  Saturday  closing  at  nine  o’clock  would  cause 
an  inconvenience  to  any  considerable  number  of 
persons  ? — I do  not  think  it  would. 

3081.  Are  the  habits  of  the  working-classes 
late  or  early  in  Cork,  as  a rule? — I think  the 
people  who  frequent  public-houses  will  remain  in 
the  public-houses  as  long  a3  they  are  open  ; 
that  is  the  drinking  classes  of  the  working  com- 
munity. 

3082.  But  looking  at  the  ordinary  habits 
of  the  people,  would  they  be  inconveni- 
enced seriously  by  it? — I do  not  think  they 
would. 

3083.  When  are  wages  usually  paid  in  Cork  ? 
— The  wages  are  generally  paid  on  Saturdays, 
and  the  time  varies  from  two  to  six. 

3084.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  serious 
violation  of  the  licensing  laws  at  present  iu  Cork, 
in  the  shape  of  shebeening  or  opening  during  un- 
lawful hours  on  Sundays  and  other  days? — So 
far  as  publicans  are  concerned,  there  have  been 
not  very  many  convictions,  nor  very  many  people 
brought  up  for  trial ; and  as  to  shebeening,  it  is 
nearly  altogether  unknown  in  Cork,  so  far  as 
coming  under  my  knowledge. 

3085.  Do  you  consider  the  existing  state  of 
the  law  strong  enough  to  deal  with  such  olfences 
as  shebeeing  and  evasions  of  the  law  as  to  closing 
the  public-houses  ; or  have  you  any  suggestions 
to  offer? — I think  the  law  is  strong  enough 
generally  ; but  so  far  as  shebeeing  is  concerned, 
if  the  word  “ keep  ” were  inserted  in  the  section 
it  would  meet  the  case  probably. 

3086.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the 
0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

exemption  in  the  Act  in  favour  of  bona  fide 
travellers  ? — Yes. 

3087.  Have  you  any  observation  to  offer  on 
that? — As  regards  the  bond  fide  traveller,  at 
present  it  is  more  the  abuse  than  the  use  I think 
that  is  against  that ; I think  that  the  distance  is 
too  short  altogether.  I should  extend  the  dis- 
tance of  the  bond  fide  traveller  to  at  least  six,  or 
possibly  to  seven  miles ; and  so  far  as  the  bond 
fide  traveller  is  concerned,  I think  that  there 
should  be  certain  houses  ; we  would  say  hotels 
or  restaurants,  or  houses  that  could  supply  food 
as  well  as  drink  to  a person  who  is  a bond  fide 
ti-aveller ; and  that  in  all  other  houses  that  could 
not  provide  food  without  shutting  them  to  the 
bond  fide  traveller,  the  bond  fide  traveller  should 
be  confined  to  drinking  at  the  counter,  and  not 
in  the  tap-room. 

3088.  As  a matter  of  fact.,  is  it  within  your 
knowledge  that  the  exemption  with  reference 
to  the  bond  fide  traveller,  as  it  now  exists,  is 
abused? — Very  much  so,  I believe,  but  not  to 
my  own  knowledge. 

3089.  Have  there  been  to  your  knowledge  any 
public  meetings  held  in  the  city  of  Cork  with 
regard  to  this  Sunday  closing  question  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other  ?— Yes.  There  was  first  of 
all  a meeting  held  at  which  the  vintners  of  Cork 
called  upon  the  Corporation ; a deputation  waited 
upon  the  Corporation.  That  was  on  the  6th  April, 
and  on  that  date  there  was  a resolution  passed  by 
the  members  of  the  Corporation  then  present  in 
favour  of  keeping  the  public-houses  open  on  Sun- 
day. Then  there  was  a subsequent  meeting  after 
that,  or  rather  there  was  a meeting  which  was 
held  to  commemorate  the  50th  anniversary,  I think 
it  was,  of  Father  Matthew,  who  was  the  first 
person  to  introduce  temperance  in  Cork  ; and  at 
this  meeting  Mr.  Lane  and  Mr.  Healy,  both 
Members  of  Parliament,  together  with  some 
others,  commented  very  severely  upon  the  Cor- 
poration for  the  step  which  they  had  taken,  which 
they  allege  was  illegal  and  irregular,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  not  having  given  notice  to  that 
effect.  In  consequence  of  that  there  was  another 
meeting  called,  which  also  waited  upon  the  Cor- 
poration, and  at  that  meeting,  that  was  on  the 
13th,  the  mayor  was  called  upon  to  call  a general 
meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the  1 8th ; and  at 
this  meeting  on  the  18th  there  were  several  reso- 
lutions brought  forward.  There  was  one  to  the 
effect  that  this  resolution,  which  had  been  passed 
on  the  6 th,  should  be  expunged  altogether. 
Another  resolution  was  for  the  total  closing  of 
public-houses,  to  which  there  were  several  amend- 
ments. The  resolution, in  reference  to  expunging 
the  one  passed  on  the  6th  as  being  illegal,  was 
carried.  4s  to  the  resolution  in  reference  to  the 
closing  of  public-houses,  for  the  motion  there 
were  12,  and  against  it  16.  Then  there  was  an 
amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  resolution  of  the 
6th,  which  was  expunged,  should  be  added  to  the 
last  resolution,  which  was  carried  by  20  co  five. 
There  was  a further  resolution  in  reference  to  the 
question  of  closing  on  Saturday  at  nine  o’clock,  and 
the  numbers  in  that  case  were  even  — 12  on  both 
rides.  The  mayor,  however,  gave  his  casting 
vote  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 

3090.  What  is  the  total  number  of  the  Corpora- 
tion ? — Twenty-nine  altogether. 

R 2 3091.  That 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


132  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

26  April  1888.]  Mr.  Gardiner.  [ Continued . 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

3091.  That  is  the  number  present  at  the  meet- 
ing ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

3092.  What  is  the  total  number  of  the  cor- 
poration present  or  not  present? — It  comprises 
altogether  56  members ; namely,  14  aldermen 
and  42  councillors. 

Mr.  Muntz. 

3093.  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  cor- 
poration voted  against  Sunday  closing;  is  that 
so  ? — I will  read  for  you  exactly  what  it  is:  “That 
the  resolution  of  the  council  of  the  6th  inst., 
on  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses 
being  illegal  and  irregular  be  expunged  from  the 
minutes.” 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3094.  That  was  a motion  that  a petition  be 
adopted  against  the  Bill? — Yes,  that  was  ex- 
punged. 

Chairman. 

3095.  We  want  to  have  the  facts  consecutively. 
You  have  now  read  the  resolution  expunging  the 
former  resolution;  the  former  resolution  was  for 
the  presentation  of  a petition  ; you  have  mentioned 
an  amendment;  what  was  that?— Here  is  the 
second  resolution,  which  was,  “That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  council  it.  is  desirable  to  continue 
the  operation  of  the  existing  Sunday  Closing 
Act,  to  extend  its  operation  to  the  live  Irish  cities 
which  have  hitherto  been  exempted  therefrom, 
and  to  diminish  the  hours  during  which  public- 
houses  are  permitted  to  remain  open  on  Satur- 
day.” 

3096.  Are  you  aware  of  any  meetings  of  the 
Avorking  classes,  or  other  bodies  of  persons  in  the 
city  of  Cork,  on  the  subject? — There  %vas  only 
one  meeting  that  I am  aware  of  held  by  the 
working  party  irrespective  of  the  meetings  1 have 
referred  to  here.  There  was  a meeting  held  on 
20th  of  April,  rvbich  was  called  a representative 
meeting;  that  was  called  by  the  Mayor  in  conse- 
quence of  a very  influcntially-signod  document 
presented  to  him  by  many  inhabitants  of  Cork,  a 
list  of  which  I have  here,  shorving  the  people  who 
appended  their  names  to  this  document. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3097.  Have  you  the  names  of  the  44  Catholic 
clergy  in  the  city  of  Cork  appended  to  it? — 
There  are  a great  number ; I have  not  counted 
them. 

Chairman. 

3098.  What  Avas  the  object  of  the  meeting? — 
It  was  held  Avith  a view  of  having  total  closing 
extended  to  Cork. 

3099.  Hoav  Avas  it  attended  ? — I only  got  that 
from  the  reports  in  the  paper. 

3100.  Do  you  knoAV  personally  of  your  OAvn 
knoAvledge  ? — No,  I Avas  not  there  myself;  I Avas 
aAvay  from  Cork  at  the  time  ; but  I am  in  a posi- 
tion to  say  that  it  Avas  stated  to  have  been  very 
largely  attended. 

3101.  Are  you  able  to  give  us  information 
about  any  other  public  meeting  on  the  subject  ? 
— Only  one  other,  that  I am  aAvare  of,  has  been 
held,  and  that  was  called  by  the  trades  of  Cork 


Chairman— continued. 

on  Monday  last ; that  Avas  in  favour  of  keeping 
public-houses  open  on  Sunday. 

3102.  Keeping  them  open  as  they  are  now,  or 
keeping  them  open  for  a certain  number  of 
hours? — As  they  are  uoav,  I think. 

3103.  Was  the  question  of  Saturday  closing 
discussed  at  that  meeting? — Not  that  I am 
arvare  of. 

3104.  Are  you  aAvare  of  the  existence  of  any 
body  or  any  considerable  body  of  opinion  in  the 
city  of  Cork  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sun- 
day?— There  are  a great  number  of  people,  in- 
cluding all  the  clergy,  I should  say  without 
exception,  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing. 

3105.  Does  that  apply  to  all  denominations? 
— Yes;  and  all  the  temperance  leagues  in  Cork 
are  in  favour  of  it;  the  League  cf  the  Cross  are 
in  favour  of  it,  the  Church  of  Ireland  Total 
Abstinence  Society  and  Band  of  Hope,  and.  the 
clergy  of  all  denominations  are  in  favour  of  it. 

3106.  Have  you  any  means  of  knoAving  the 
opinions  of  employers  of  labour  on  the  subject  in 
Cork  ? — I have  questioned  some  of  the  practical 
men,  and  some  av1h>  employ  a great  deal  of  labour. 
Some  of  them  are  in  favour  of  it,  and  some 
against. 

3107.  Hoav  Avould  you  say  the  majority  Avas?— 
i should  say  that  the  majority  of  the  people  Avho 
employ  labour  are  against  it. 

3108.  Is  there  very  much  Sunday  drinking  in 
Cork? — No,  not  as  a rule. 

3109.  Does  it  interfere  to  an  appreciable 
extent  Avith  the  efficiency  of  the  Avorkmen  on 
Monday  ? — No,  it  does  not.  1 made  particular 
inquiries  Avith  reference  to  it,  and  I found  that 
with  very  feAv  exceptions  the  men  attend  regu- 
larly to  Avork,  except  the  people  avIio  Avork  at 
home,  and  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  about 
them. 

3110.  Have  you  any  means  of  knoAving  the 
feelino-  of  the  working  classes  themselves  on  the 
subject  ? — Not  more  than  speaking  to  them  and 
ascertaining  from  other  people  in  the  habit  of 
mixing  Avith  them  their  general  views  on  the 
subject. 

3111.  We  have  had  two  Avitnesses  before  us 
Avho  have  systematically  visited  establishments 
and  ascertained  the  vieAvs  of  the  Avorkmen  ; have 
you  taken  any  steps  of  that  kind? — No. 

3112.  Your  information  is  only  from  casual 
conversations  with  them  ? — Yes,  and  Avith  others 
Avho  are  acquainted  Avith  them. 

3113.  With  regard  to  the  various  bodies  of 
clergy,  have  they  any  definite  opinion  as  to 
Saturday  closing,  or  could  you  ascertain  that  ? — 
They  are  largely  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on 
Saturday ; and  so  far  as  that  goes,  I think  that 
the  general  opinion  of  nearly  all  classes  in  Cork 
is  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday. 

3114.  It  AA'as  mentioned  to  us  in  evidence  that 
in  Dublin  a large  number  of  publicans  dealt  in 
grocery  also  ? — That  is  so. 

3115.  Is  that  so  in  Cork? — There  are  not  very 
many  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  people  Avho 
are  publicans.  I can  tell  you  exactly  Avhat  the 
numbers  are.  There  are  only  34. 

3116.  Out  of  the  entire  number  of  publicans? 
— Yes. 

3117.  Do  you  think  that  any  serious  inconve- 
nience Avould  be  caused  to  an  honest  grocer,  who 

happened 
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Chairman — continued. 

happened  also  to  be  a publican,  by  earlier  closing 
on  Saturday? — No. 

3118.  Have  you  any  experience  in  the  city  of 
Cork  of  what  have  been  called  here  bogus  clubs  ? 
— I do  not  think  there  is  such  a thing  in  Cork  as 
a bogus  club  ; there  are  four  clubs  in  Cork. 

3119.  Of  all  kinds? — Yes. 

3120.  What  is  your  own  individual  opinion, 
may  I ask,  on  the  subject? — I think  it  would 
be  desirable  if  there  was  total  Sunday  closing ; 
but  I think  that  the  general  feeling  is  against  it. 

3121.  Are  there  a large  number  of  restaurants 
in  Cork,  frequented  by  young  men,  or  others,  who 
dine  out  on  Sundays  ?— Of  hotels  and  taverns 
that  could  supply  dinners  and  suppers,  and  that 
sort  of  thing,  there  are  48. 

3122.  Are  those,  as  a rule,  open  on  Sunday  ?— 
Yes,  the  greater  number  of  them. 

3123.  As  a matter  of  fact  they  can  be  open, 
I know,  but  are  they  largely  used  in  Cork ; is 
there  a large  class  in  Cork  who  dine  out  at  places 
on  Sunday,  where  they  could  obtain  ordinary 
drink  ?— No ; I do  not  think  there  is  a very  large 
class.  There  are  a great  number  of  excursionists 
and  others,  who  come  into  Cork  on  Sundays. 


Chairman — continued . 

3124.  Have  you  experienced  with  regard  to 
that  class  of  people  any  abuse  of  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clauses  ? — No,  I cannot  say  so. 

3125.  What  I mean  is  this  : You  say  that 
Cork  is  frequented  by  a large  class  of  excur- 
sionists, and  you  have  already  said  that  you  are 
aware  that,  there  is  a considerable  abuse  of  the 
bond  fide  traveller  clauses.  I asked  whether  your 
last  observation  applied  to  abuses  of  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clause  ?— Not  particularly  in  Cork, 
beyond  what  I should  say  may  be  equally  done 
in  other  places. 

3126.  As  a matter  of  fact  how  is  that  clause 
abused  in  the  city  of  Cork  to  your  knowledge  ? 
—Simply,  I believe,  that  people  without  being 
bond  fide  travellers  at  all  go  to  places  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  drink. 

3127.  They  leave  Cork  and  go  into  other 
places,  you  mean?— Yes;  and  probably  people 
come  into  Cork  for  that  purpose  too,  walking  the 
prescribed  distance  of  three  miles,  and  falsely 
representing  themselves  to  be  bond  fide  travellers, 
when  they  are  not. 


0.67. 
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Monday , 30 th  April  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tomlinson-. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Me.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  is  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Alderman  Johs  O’Brien,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

3128.  You  are  the  present  Mayor  of  Cork,  are 
you  not? — I am. 

3129.  How  long  have  you  been  resident  in 
Cork  ? — Twenty-five  years. 

3130.  What  position  did  you  hold  in  Cork 
during  that-  time  ? — During  that  time  I served 
my  apprenticeship  to  the  woollen  business,  and  I 
conduct  a woollen  establishment  now,  and  a boot 
and  shoe-making  manufactory  establishment. 

3131.  I suppose  you  are  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  Cork,  and  the  condition  and  re- 
quirements of  the  working-classes,  and  other 
classes  of  the  community  ?— I should  think  so; 
I might  add,  that  this  is  my  second  year  of  office 
as  Mayor. 

3132.  Have  you  devoted  attention  to  the 
question  of  the  Licensing  Law,  and  in  particular 
to  the  question  of  Sunday  closing,  and  other 
matters  connected  with  that  question  ? — I 
have. 

3133.  Have  you  formed  an  opinion  yourself  as 
to  the  desirability  of  extending  the  Sunday 
closing  to  the  city  of  Cork?— If  I give  you  my 
own  opinion,  I have  formed  an  ojiinion  that  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  extend  to  Cork  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  as  it  is  applied  to  the 
country  districts. 

3134  Are  you  in  favour  of  a modification  of 

the  existing  hours  of  opening  on  Sunday? I 

would  be  in  favour  of  three  hours  opening  on 
Sunday,  either  from  three  to  six  or  from  two  to 
five. 

3135.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  any  modifi- 
cation of  the  hours  on  Saturday  ? — Certainly  ; I 
am  very  strong  on  that  measure. 

3136.  Would  you  kindly  state  what  sugges- 
tion you  would  have  to  offer  to  the  Committee 
with  regard  to  Saturday  ? — I would  rather  per- 
haps, if  you  asked  me  the  hours,  certainly  say 
that  if  we  are  to  have  a general  benefit,  and  if  it 
is  to  have  the  effect  that  I believe  it  would  have 
on  the  working  masses,  of  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity for  shopping  and  everything  of  that  sort, 
that  perhaps,  for  all  • purposes,  some  people 
in  the  city  would  go  as  far  as  seven  o’clock ; but. 


Chairman — continued. 

for  all  purposes,  I think  eight  o’clock  would  be  a 
very  reasonable  hour  for  closing  on  Saturday. 

3137.  Do  you  think  that  considerable  incon- 
venience would  be  caused  to  any  large  class  of 
the  community  by  closing  at  that  hour  ; I mean 
with  regard  to  the  ordinary  marketing?— There 
would  be  some  slight  inconvenience, °of  course 
m any  restriction  of  the  hours  on  Saturday,  and 
under  the  present  system,  in  a citv  like  Cork 
there  would  be  great  inconvenience  to  some. 

3138.  But  you  do  not  consider  that  a sufficient 
grievance  to  counterbalance  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  it  ?— I think  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  it,  in  a broad  sense,  to  the  o-reat 
portion  of  our  community  who  might  be  debarred 
from  drinking  an  extra  drink  on  Saturday  ni^ht 
would  far  counterbalance  the  inconvenience  I 
believe  that  a great  portion  of  the  citizens  who 
would  be  inconvenienced  would  be  satisfied  to 
inconvenience  themselves  to  that  extent  for  the 
good  of  the  greater  portion  whom  it  would 
serve. 

3139.  Do  you  consider  that  excessive  drinking 
prevails  amongst  the  working  or  other  classes  in 
Oork  to  a considerable  extent  on  Sunday?— 

‘ do  not  thlnk  lieu,  excessive  drinking  prevails  to 
any  very  great  extent  more  than  on  any  dav  in 
the  week,  not  what  yon  might  term  drunkenness, 
further,  I may  say,  that  during  my  term  of 
office  within  the  past  twelve  months  drunken- 
ness has  decreased ; and  no  person  can  be  a 
better  judge  than  that  of  the  Mayor,  because  I 
have,  on  every  Sunday  morning,  gone  to  the 
Bridewells  and  I do  not  think  that  I have  missed 
three  Sunday  mornings  in  the  16  months  to 
see  the  poor  people,  and  to  see  if  I could  dis- 
charge  them  early  on  Monday  morning,  or  if  I 
could  discharge  them  earlier  if  the  people  are  in 
danger  of  losing  their  employment  for  simple 
drunkenness.  I would  say  that  if  you  take  out 
the  number  of  the  unfortunate  classes,  fallen 
females,  prostitutes,  and  perhaps  a few  of  the 
very  low  class  of  persons,  who  do  not  work  reo-U- 

nf  ’lypoV7y-0fnn,iI  thmh  u we  took  the  thousands 
ot  people  in  Cork,  would  be  covered  by,  perhaps. 
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Chairman — continued. 

on  the  average,  two  every  Saturday  night  within 
the  year. 

3140.  You  mean  cases  of  drunkenness  amongst 
those  classes  ? — Yes,  I have  remarked  the  returns 
for  Cork,  and  perhaps  it  would  not  be  quite  out 
of  place  if  1 mentioned  it  here,  that  in  the 
returns  for  drunkenness  the  city  ought  not  to  be 
credited  with  all  the  poor  unfortunate  who  are 
brought  up  before  the  magistrates,  perhaps  a 
hundred  times ; and,  in  fact,  I myself,  and  the 
other  magistrates  on  the  bench,  used  the  ex- 
pression that  it  would  be  a useful  thing  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  devise  some  means  by 
which,  instead  of  being  sent  continually  to  prison, 
they  would  be  sent  to  one  of  our  female  prisons 
where  they  could  get  a mouth,  and  then  11 
months  in  the  House  of  Correction,  instead  of 
putting  them  down  in  the  return  a hundred 
times,  perhaps,  in  six  months.  It  is  the  very 
worst  state  of  tilings  in  our  social  system,  and 
we  have  given  unanimous  expressions  of  opinion 
from  the  bench  on  that  subject. 

3141.  The  way  you  connect  thatquestion  with 
Sunday  closing  is  this,  that  unless  you  bear  in 
mind  the  frequently  repeated  convictions  of  that 
unfortunate  class,  the  conclusion  might  be  arrived 
at  that  a greater  amount  of  drunkenness  prevails 
amongst  the  working  classes  in  Cork  than,  in 
point  of  fact,  exists  ? — If  you  take  the  returns, 
unquestionably  the  returns  would  be  against  us, 
because  it  would  not  be  a fair  way  of  taking  the 
returns  of  people  who  are  drunk. 

3142.  With  regard  to  illicit  trading  in  Cork, 
are  you  aware  whether  breaches  of  the  licensing 
law,  more  especially  with  reference  to  the  hours 
of  closing,  are  frequent  in  Cork? — There  are 
breaches  unquestionably.  I have  had,  since  I 
commenced  my  Mayoralty,  people  before  me  who 
got  drunk  two . hours  before  and  on  the  Sunday 
morning ; and  I must  say  it  is  a positive  fact  that 
the  police  authorities  have  not  done  their  duty 
in  putting  down  illicit  trading  to  the  extent  that 
they  might  do. 

3143.  What  do  you  think  they  might  have 
done? — In  the  first  place,  about  three  months 
ago  a case  came  before  me  in  which  a man  was 
brought  up  for  not  leaving  a public-house  on  a 
week-day ; that  was  on  a week-day ; but,  how- 
ever, it  applies  all  round ; and  that  poor  mother 
of  that  man  came  up,  complaining  that  her  son 
would  go  there  and  would  have  all  his  money 
spent  that  he  had  earned  during  the  week.  I 
asked  the  question  how  it  was  that  during  my 
year  of  office  not  a single  publican  had  been 
brought  up  for  serving  drink  to  a person  who 
had  already  been  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 
1 asked  them  in  that  case  to  bring  up  the  publi- 
can and  I would  deal  severely  with  him.  The 
constable  did  succeed  in  that  case  in  bringing  the 
publican  before  me,  and  he  was  fined.  Since 
then  there  has  only  been  one  case  in  which  a 
man  was  brought  up  about  a fortnight  ago  for 
serving  drink  to  a man  under  the  influence  of 
drink  ; and  I,  with  another  magistrate  on  the 
bench,  used  the  expression  that  if  the  detectives 
were  more  properly  used  in  Ireland  they  could 
bring  up  those  who  were  giving  drink  to  others ; 
that  they  could  easily  detect  those  persons  who 
were  under  the  influence  of  drink ; and  my 
brother  magistrate  concurred  with  me ; but  we 
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do  not  find  them  so  zealous  in  that  as  we  do  in 
other  things. 

3144.  As  the  result  of  your  observation,  do 
you  consider  that  those  breaches  of  the  law 
are,  as  a rule,  committed  by  publicans  holding 
licenses,  or  by  the  owners  of  shebeen  house?. , 
which  class  of  offence  do  you  consider  is  the  more 
frequent? — I am  sure  that  the  respectable  portion 
of  the  trade  do  not  do  these  things,  but  there  are 
many  men  in  the  trade,  far  too  many  in  my  opinion, 
and  most  members  of  the  trade  approved  of  my  cen- 
suring publicans  who  gave  drink  to  persons  under 
these  circumstances. 

3145.  You  say  that  it  has  come  to  your  know- 
ledge that  persons  can  obtain  drink  and  become 
drunk  and  incapable  at  an  hour  when  the  public- 
houses  ought  to  be  closed  ; as  the  result  of  your 
observation  and  knowledge  of  Cork,  do  you  think 
that  drink  is  obtained  at  those  hours  from  publi- 
cans holding  licenses  and  violating  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  or  from  those  who  do  not  hold  licenses, 
or,  in  other  words,  from  shebeen  houses? — From 
those  who  hold  licenses. 

3146.  Are  there  many  shebeen  houses  in 
Cork  ? — I do  not  think  there  are  many,  but  still 
there  are  a few. 

3147.  Have  you  had  any  prosecution  for 
shebeening  within  your  experience? — No. 

3148.  You  have  not  turned  your  attention  to 
consider  whether  the  law  is  sufficiently  strong  as 
regards  shebeening  ? — The  law  is  sufficiently 
strong  in  Ireland  to  apply  to  anything,  if  used  as 
it  is  used  in  other  cases. 

3149.  With  reference  to  your  answer  that  you 
do  not  consider  total  closing  on  Sundays  advis- 
able, I should  like  to  know  the  reason  why  you 
do  not  consider  it  advisable  ; do  you  think  it 
would  lead  to  increased  illicit  drinking  in  Cork  on 
Sunday,  or  on  what  grounds  do  you  object?—- 
My  own  opinion,  which  I am  giving  you 
no  tv,  is  this:  that  our  people  are  not  naturally 
fond  of  drink,  so  as  to  make  it  a custom,  I believe 
if  two  or  three  of  them  go  to  have  a drink  in  a 
well-conducted  public-house,  and  discuss  the 
current  events  of  the  day  together,  and  leave 
together,  when  they  go  home  they  finish  with  it, 
and  that  would  prevent  the  greater  evil,  which  I 
should  very  much  regret  to  see  become  a custom 
in  the  country,  that  of  taking  drink  to  the  homes 
to  be  consumed  there.  I think  that  is  a greater 
danger  to  our  people ; but  it  does  not  exist  to 
any  extent  now,  and  I am  very  anxious,  so  far  as 
I am  concerned,  to  guard  against  introducing  it. 

3150.  Then  I take  your  answer  to  be  that  the 
main  ground  of  your  objection  to  Sunday  closing 
is  that  it  will  encourage  home-drinking  ?— That 
is  the  main  ground,  that  it  will  produce  a bad 
result.  A man  who  will  get  drunk  in  three  hours 
will,  in  my  opinion,  get  drunk  in  spite  of  all  the 
laws  you  can  make.  He  will  find  it  one  way  or 
another. 

3151.  Is  it  the  habit  in  Cork,  at  the  present 
time,  to  take  home  any  considerable  quantity  of 
intoxicating  liquor  for  consumption ; I do  not 
mean  for  excessive  consumption  in  the  homes  of 
the  people? — It  is. not  amongst  our  working 
people ; it  is  not  the  custom.  I may  add  that 
the  custom  exists  in  our  city  of  going  out  on 
Sunday  amongst  a good  portion  of  the  artizan 
class,  and  the  mercantile  class,  and  several 
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others,  taking  a good  long  walk  into  the  country 
and  coming  back,  and  perhaps  going  into  a 
public-house  for  a few  hours  and  getting  done 
with  it.  Those  people  who  would  do  that,  as  a 
rule,  do  not  take  drink  to  their  houses. 

3152.  You  are  talking  now  of  the  legitimate 
use  of  public-houses? — Yes;  of  their  legitimate 

. use. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3153.  And  of  people  who  do  not  habitually 
get  drunk? — Who  do  not  get  drunk.  I venture 
to  say  that  Sunday  drunkenness  in  our  city  is 
not  1 per  cent,  of  the  population. 

Chairman. 

3154.  You  mention  persons  taking  a walk  into 
the  country  every  Sunday ; there  is  always 
Sunday  closing  in  the  rural  districts  ? — Yes. 

3155.  Has  it  come  under  your  notice  that  the 
exemption  in  lavour  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  has 
been  abused  to  a considerable  extent  ? — I do  not 
think  it  has  been  abused ; I do  not  think  that  any 
system  could  be  perfect;  nothing  is  perfect  in  any 
system;  we  have  some  very  nice  suburbs  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cork  ; in  fact  I believe  if  that  little 
attraction  of  having  them  there  did  not  exist 
there  would  be  great  danger  of  our  people 
hanging  around  lanes  and  badly  ventilated 
houses  which  unfortunately  those  poor  people 
have,  and  they  would  not  be  tempted  to  go  out 
into  the  country  so  much  as  they  do  now,  which 
is  a great  advantage  to  their  health. 

3156.  Are  those  persons  you  mention  gene- 
rally within  or  without  the  three-mile  radius  ? — 
I should  think  they  would  come  from  three  to 
four  and  five  miles,  or  perhaps  sometimes  six 
miles. 

3157.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  fact  that  some  per- 
sons going  from  Cork  to  those  places,  say  pex-lxaps 
four  miles  off,  who  could  not  in  any'  sense  be 
called  bond  Jide  travellers,  avail  themselves  of 
the  exemption  in  the  Act  ? — Certainly  those  are 
not  bond  fide  travellers. 

3158.  I want  to  call  your  attention  to  those 
places,  four  or  five  miles  from  Cork,  where  people 
could  walk  to  get  drink  who  cannot  properly  be 
called  bond  fide  travellers ; do  you  think  that  that 
class,  as  a rule,  evade  the  provisions  of  the  Licens- 
ing Act,  and  obtain  drink  ? — I do  not  think  so ; in 
this  way  a drunkard,  I think,  will  not  walk  three  or 
four  miles  for  recreation ; itisonly  really  the  health- 
seeking people  of  the  city.  I might  say  that  I 
was  one  of  those  health-seeking  people  myself, 
and  for  a number  of  years  l took  those  walks 
continually.  I do  not  think  I could  have  done 
so  well  without  it ; and  if  so,  probably  there  are 
other  people  who  think  it  essentially  necessary 
for  their  health  during  the  week  that  they  should 
take  those  suburban  walks  on  Sunday,  because 
they  have  not  much  time  during  the  week. 

3159.  Would  you  object  to  the  suggestion  that 
has  been  made,  having  regard  to  the  evidence 
which  is  before  us  of  the  abuse,  in  many  cases, 
of  the  bona  fide  traveller  clause,  to  extending  the 
distance  to  five  or  six  miles  ? — I would  object  to 
extending  it  to  six  or  seven  miles. 

3160.  Why  ?— I would  object  inasmuch  as  if 
it  is  properly  checked  at  present  no  great  evil 
can  exist,  and  no  evil  will  exist  if  it  is  properly 


Chairman — continued. 

guarded.  I have  known  cases  in  the  country 
where  the  present  Sunday  Closing  Act  is  in 
force  where  they  can  drink  as  much  as  they 
choose,  and  where  a drunkard  can  get  drunk  now 
as  freely  as  if  you  had  not  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act. 

3161.  How  do  they  do  that;  isit  by  representing 
themselves  as  bond  fide  travellers? — Yes,  by- 
representing  themselves  as  bond  fide  travellers. 

3162.  How  do  you  mean,  by  a simple  violation 
of  the  law? — Yes. 

3163.  Is  it  your  experience  that  now  the 
ordinary  law  as  to  closing  is  violated  to  a con- 
siderable extent  in  the  country  parts  ? — Unques- 
tionably it  is  violated,  and  unquestionably  there 
are  cases  in  the  country  where  people  can  get 
drunk,  and  almost  everything  in  a house,  whilst 
another  house  is  most  closely  watched ; there  is 
not  even-handed  supervision. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3164.  You  mean  in  the  districts  where  they 
are  closed? — Yes,  one  house  by  some  means  or 
other  can  square  the  police  barrack  whilst  another 
cannot,  but  that  applies  even  to  the  suburban 
districts  and  to  the  country'. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

3165.  Hot  to  the  centre  of  the  city? — Not  to 
the  centre  so  much,  but  in  the  centre  of  the  city 
it  is  done  ; I know  that  positively  those  evils 
exist  now  in  the  city. 

Chairman. 

3166.  Did  you  endorse  the  license  when  the 
publican  was  brought  before  you  to  whom  you 
have  referred  in  the  former  part  of  your  evidence? 
— I was  not  on  the  bench  the  following  day  that 
it  was  tried ; I think  he  was  fined  for  it, 

3167.  Was  the  conviction  endorsed  upon  his 
license ?— -No,  not  in  that  case;  but  I was  very 
glad  to  see  the  other  day,  after  the  wish  expressed 
by  myself  and  my  brother  magistrates,  that  for 
one  time  and  only  one  time  in  my  experience, 
the  police  had  brought  up  a publican  for  giving- 
drink  to  a person  who  was  hopelessly  drunk,  and 
that  it  was  recorded  on  his  license.  I used  the 
expression  that  if  such  cases  came  before  me  on 
the  bench,  I would  use  any  influence  I might 
possess ; I would  attend  the  Recorder’s  Court,  of 
which  1 am  one  of  the  presiding  judges,  and  do 
everything  I could  to  cancel  the  man’s  license. 

3168.  Have  you  any  means  of  forming  an 
opinion  as  to  the  general  feelings  of  the  citizens 
of  Cork  upon  the  subject  uf  Sunday  closing. 
To  commence  with  the  corporation,  of  which  you 
ax-e  the  head,  would  you  shortly  state  to  the 
Committee  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  by 
the  corporation?—!  think  1 can  best  px-oceed  by 
handing  in  the  official  documents,  the  minutes  of 
different  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  cor- 
poi’ation  upon  the  subject  ( delinerinq  in  the  same). 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

3169.  Over  what  period  do  they  extend? — 
Only  two  sittings ; this  very  faix-ly  x-epresents  the 
thing,  because  of  the  division  and  the  voting  that 
appear  here. 

3170.  You 
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Chairman. 

3170.  You  are  familiar  with  those  proceedings, 
and  are  able  to  abridge  them ; will  you  kindly 
tell  us,  as  shortly  as  you  can,  the  dates  and  the 
substance  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  corpo- 
ration?— On  Friday,  6th  of  April,  this  year, 
I presided  at  the  council.  A ..deputation  from 
the.  Vintners’  Association  waited  on  the  council 
stating  that  certain  legislation  was  pending  in 
Parliament  dealing  with  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  in  Ireland,  which  would,  if  carried,  pre- 
judice their  trade,  and  have  quite  a contrary 
effect  to  that  intended ; the  deputation,  therefore, 
called  on  the  council  to  express  an  opinion  on 
the  subject  to  the  effect  that  such  legislation  was 
unnecessary  and  not  required  in  the  interests 
of  the  country.  Councillor  Crean  moved,  and 
Councillor  Hungerford  seconded,  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
viz.,  “ That  we,  the  corporation  of  the  City  of 
Cork,  do  not  consider  that  the  present  time  or 
circumstances  warrant  the  passing  of  any  Acts 
of  Parliament  for  the  total  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sundays.” 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3171.  That  was  a motion  within  the  council 
after  the  deputation  had  stated  their  case  ? — It 
was;  although  I gave  permission  to  a motion  being 
moved,  it  was  irregular,  inasmuch  as  we  had  no 
notice  of  motion.  I admitted  after  that  that  it 
was  irregular  to  receive  a motion  ; it  is  not  often 
done.  Of  course,  it  was  an  expression  of  opinion 
all  the  same,  although  done  irregularly,  not 
having  received  due  notice  of  motion  first. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3172.  Did  the  proceedings  involve  Saturday 
early  closing  as  well  as  Sunday  ? — No,  not  at  all 
then  ; the  question  of  Saturday  did  not  arise. 

Chairman. 

3173.  Will  you  proceed  with  your  statement? 
— “ That  we,  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
Cork,  do  not  consider  that  the  present  time  or 
circumstances  warrant  the  passing  of  any  Acts  of 
Parliament  for  the  total  closing  of  public-houses, 
believing  that  the  results  of  such  acts  would  be 
to  drive  the  public  to  illicit  and  other  sources  of 
procuring  drink.”  The  first  resolution  was  pro- 
posed by  Councillor  Crean,  and  seconded  by 
Councillor  Hungerford,  and  was  passed  unani- 
mously. 

3174.  How  many  were  present  ? — It  does  not 
state  in  the  minute,  but  I can  state  from  recol- 
lection that  I believe  there  were  24  or  25. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3175.  What  are  the  number  of  the  Corpor- 
ation ? — The  Corporation  consists  of  56  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

3176.  Were  there  any  who  voted  against  it? 
— Not  at  that  meeting. 

Chairman. 

3177.  Will  you  proceed  with  your  statement  ? 
— “And,  on  the  motion  of  Mi-.  Alderman  Horgan, 
seconded  by  Councillor  Henry  Hayes,  the  town 
clerk  was  directed  to  send  copies  of  the  resolu- 
tion, attested  under  the  Corporate  seal,  to  the 
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following,  viz.,  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  the 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone,  m.p.  the  Irish  Chief 
Secretary,  the  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland,  and 
the  City  members,  Messrs  Parnell,  and  Healy.-’ 

Mr.  T.  IF.  Russell. 

3178.  Alderman  Hungerford  is  the  president 
of  the  Vintners’  Society,  is  he  not? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3179.  Mr.  Crean  is  the  president  of  the  Trade 
Society,  and  not  a publican  ? — Precisely  so. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3180.  Mr.  Hungerford  is  not  a publican,  is 
he  ? — No,  he  is  a wine  merchant  I believe. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3181.  You  are  mistaken,  he  is  not? — I was  of 
opinion  that  he  was  a wine  merchant,  but  if  I 
stand  corrected  I will  not  persevere. 

Chairman. 

3182.  I think  the  best  course  will  be  for  you 
to  go  on  with  your  statement? — “ ^.t  an  assem- 
bly of  the  Council  of  the  borough  of  Cork,  held 
in  the  Committee-room,  20,  South-mall,  on 
Friday,  the  13th  day  of  April  1888  ” (that  was 
the  following  Friday,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair), 
“ A deputation  of  citizens,  including  Mr.  Morris 
Healy,  m.p.,  Mr.  W.  J.  Lane,  m.p.,  the  Rev. 
J.  Canon  O'Mahony,  and  a number  of  other 
gentlemen  waited  on  the  council  in  reference  to 
the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  meeting  on  the 
subjectof  the  total  closingof  public- houses  on  Sun- 
days, and  the  legislation  now  pending  in  relation 
thereto.”  Mr.  Healy,  Mr.  Hall,  Rev.  Canon O’Ma- 
hony,Rev.  M.  McKinlay,  Mr.T.  Mahony,andMr. 
Lane  addressed  the  council,  submitting  that  the 
resolution  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  illegally 
and  irregularly  passed,  no  notice  having  been 
given  to  the  council  that  such  a resolution 
would  be  proposed  at  that  meeting,  and  some 
of  the  members  then  present,  being  pecuniarily 
interested  in  the  subject-matter ; also  that 
the  resolution  did  not  correctly  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens  on 
the  question,  and  that  it  was  undesirable,  in  the 
true  interests  of  the  community  at  large,  to  have 
passed  such  a resolution  at  all.  The  members  of 
the  deputation  expressed  a hope  that  the  council 
would  see  its  way  to  undoing  what  they  considered 
its  hasty  and  ill-considered  action  of  last  meet- 
ing if  it  would  not  also  pass  a resolution  in 
favour  of  perpetuating  the  existing  law  against 
the  opening  of  public-houces  on  Sundays,  ex- 
tending its  operation  to  the  five  cities  at  present 
exempted  therefrom,  and  curtailing  the  hours 
during  which  public-houses  are  allowed  to  be 
open  on  Saturday  evenings.  Alderman  Ryan 
gave  notice  that  at  next  meeting  he  would  move : 
1.  “ That  the  resolution  of  council  on  the  6th 
instant,  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing  of 
public-houses,  being  illegal  and  irregular,  be 
expunged  from  the  minutes.”  2.  “ That,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  council  it  is  desirable  to  continue 
the  operation  of  the  existing  Sunday  Closing 
Act,  to  extend  its  operation  to  the  five  Irish 
cities  which  have  hitherto  been  exempted  there- 
from, and  to  diminish  the  hours  during  which 
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public-houses  are  permitted  to  remain  open  on 
Saturday  evenings.”  3.  “ That  copies  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  same 
Ministers  and  public  representatives  to  whom  the 
resolution  of  the  6th  instant  has  been  communi- 
cated.” This  was  the  result  of  the  deputation 
that  moved  this  motion.  Then  it  was  necessary 
for  five  members  to  sign  a requisition  to  me  to 
convene  a meeting  of  the  council  for  the  special 
purpose.  Five  members  signed  a requisition, 
and  I accordingly  convened  a meeting  of  the 
council  for  the  following  Wednesday,  the  18th 
of  April.  I called  a special  meeting  for  the 
discussion  of  that  subject  alone,  and  this  is  what 
took  place  at  that  meeting  : “ The  minutes  of 
last  meeting  were  read  and  signed  by  the  Mayor. 
Alderman  Ryan  moved,  and  Councillor  Dwyer 
seconded,  the  following  resolution,  viz. : “ That 
the  resolution  of  council  of  the  6th  instant  on 
the  subject  of  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses, 
being  illegal  and  irregular,  be  expunged  from 
the  minutes.” 

Mi\  Jacobi/. 

3183.  That  was  a special  meeting  for  that 
purpose? — It  was  a special  meeting  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  in  my  opinion  is  the  all-impor- 
tant meeting,  inasmuch  as  it  was  regularly  done. 

3184.  How  many  members  were  present 
at  the  meeting? — The  divisions  will  tell  us 
that:  “After  considerable  discussion,  and  after 
the  Town  Clerk,  when  questioned,  expressing 
an  opinion  that  the  resolution  referred  to  was 
irregular,  having  been  passed  without  any  pre- 
vious notice  as  required,  the  council  divided, 
when  there  appearing  for  the  motion  25  votes, 
and  against  it  1 vote,  the  motion  was  carried. 
Alderman  Horgan  and  Councillor  Canty  not 
voting.”  I may  tell  you  that  the  motion  wras 
carried,  inasmuch  as  we  had  to  admit  that  we 
had  passed  the  motion  irregularly,  not  having 
issued  notice  of  motion,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
law  agent  being  that  it  was  irregular  we  had 
to  have  it  expunged,  and  the  corporation  com- 
menced to  debate  it  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3185.  They  were  in  favour  of  expunging  it, 
because  it  was  irregular? — Yes,  it  was  not  an 
expression  of  opinion  upon  the  matter  at  issue; 
it  was  simply  expunging  it  because  it  was 
irregular. 

Chairman. 

3186.  Will  you  kindly  tell  us  the  further 
proceedings  of  the  council? — “Alderman  Ryan 
then  moved,  pursuant  to  notice,  ‘That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  council  it  is  desirable  to  continue 
the  operation  of  the  existing  Sunday  Closing  Act, 
to  extend  its  operation  to  the  five  Irish  cities, 
which  have  hitherto  been  exempted  therefrom, 
and  to  diminish  the  hours  during  which  public- 
houses  are  permitted  to  remain  open  on  Saturday 
evenings,’  which  was  seconded  by  Councillor 
Dwyer.  After  some  discussion,  Councillor 
Cronin  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  council  to  a 
future  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  question, 
which  was  seconded  by  Councillor  Dunn.  Upon 
which  the  council  divided,1  when  the  motion  was 
negatived,  12  votes  appearing  for  it,  and  16 
against.  Whereupon,  Councillor  Crean  moved, 


Chairman ■ — continued. 

and  Councillor  Hungerford  seconded  the  fol- 
lowing amendment:  ‘That  we,  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of  Cork,  do  not  consider  that  the 
present  time  or  circumstances  warrant  the  passing 
of  any  Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  total  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sundays,  believing  that  the 
results  of  such  Acts  would  be  to  drive  the  public  to 
illicit  and  other  sources  of  procuring  drink.’” 
That  was  the  original  which  was  expunged. 
Upon  which  the  council  divided,  when  there 
appeared  for  the  amendment  20  votes,  and 
against  it  5 votes  ; the  original  motion  of  Aider- 
man  Ryan  was  thereupon  negatived.  And 
Councillor  Crean’s  amendment  having  become 
an  original  proposition,  Councillor  O’Donnell 
moved  as  an  amendment  (this  was  a further 
amendment), “ That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  council, 
it  is  desirable  to  continue  the  operation  of  the 
existing  Sunday  Closing  Act,  and  that  the 
public-houses  be  closed  on  Saturdays  at  nine 
o’clock  p.m.,  which  was  seconded  by  Councillor 
Dwyer.  Upon  which  the  council  divided,  when 
there  appeared  for  the  amendment  12  votes,  and 
against  it,  12  votes;  the  Mayor  gave  his  casting 
vote  in  favour  of  the  amendment,  and,  thereupon. 
Councillor  Crean’s  resolution  was  negatived.” 
That  is,  when  the  Saturday  night  business  came 
on.  I may  tell  you  when  I gave  the  vote  for  it, 
it  was  in  order  that  another  might  be  moved,  and 
that  we  might  divide  further  and  see  what 
result  it  would  have,  because  if  it  had  stopped 
there,  and  I did  not  give  my  casting  vote,  it 
would  have  remained  as  it  was,  and  Councillor 
O’Donnell’s  amendment  as  a substantive  resolu- 
tion was  put  from  the  chair,  whereupon  Councillor 
Cornelius  L.  Kelleher  (on  the  Mayor’s  behalf — 
I wrote  the  motion  myself,  but  asked  the  mem- 
ber to  move  it1)  moved,  as  a further  amendment, 
“ That  in  the  opinion  of  this  council  it  would 
lead  to  a great  improvement  in  the  licensing 
laws  that  all  public-houses  and  clubs  should  be 
closed  at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturdays,  and  opened 
from  three  o’clock  to  six  o’clock  on  Sunday,  which 
was  seconded  by  Alderman  Ryan.”  I may  say 
that  I wrote  “3”  there,  for  I was  quite  undecided 
between  3 and  2. 

3187.  What  was  the  result  of  that? — The  re- 
sult was,  “ Upon  which  the  council  divided,  when 
there  appeared  for  the  amendment  16  votes,  and 
against  it  four  votes.” 

3188.  Do  you  mean  from  three  to  five  ? — From 
two  to  six.  The  vote  was  for  three  to  six ; my 
intention  was  two  to  six. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3189.  The  Corporation  voted  from  three  to 
six  ? — Yes,  for  they  were  quite  satisfied  to 
accept  my  correction. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

3190.  Was  it  mentioned  at  all  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion  that  you  were  prepared  to  accept 
two  o’clock  instead  of  three  o’clock? — Yes ; two  to 
six  would  have  the  same  result  in  the  voting. 
“ Alderman  Horgan  and  Councillors  Hemsworth 
and  Walsh  not  voting ; there  were  three  gentle- 
men who  did  not  vote  then  ; thereupon  Councillor 
O’Donnell’s  resolution  was  negatived,  and  Coun- 
cillor Cornelius  L.  Kelleher’s  amendment  having 
become  an  original  proposition.  Councillor  Crean 

moved 
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Mr.  William  Johnston — continued, 
moved  as  a further  amendment  thereon,  that  this 
council  is  of  opinion  the  present  Act  regulating 
the  licensing  business  in  Ireland  should  be 
renewed,  which  was  seconded  by  Councillor 
Hungerford,  upon  which  the  council  divided, 
when  there  appeared  12  votes  and  against  it  11 
votes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3191.  Some  had  left  evidently  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

3192.  What  is  the  meaning  of  that  resolution  ? 
— The  meaning  was  this  : The  resolution  of 
Councillor  L.  Kelleher  was  negatived,  and, 
thereupon.  Councillor  Crean’s  amendment  as  a 
substantive  motion  was  put  and  carried  without 
a division.  On  the  motion  of  Councillor  Crean, 
seconded  by  Alderman  Horgan,  a copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolution  was  directed  to  be  sent  to 
the  same  members  and  public  representatives  to 
whom  the  resolution  of  the  6th  instant  had  been 
communicated.  That  ended  the  debate  of  the 
corporation  on  the  subject. 

Chairman. 

3193.  That  is  a full  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings ? — Yes,  it  is  a full  account  of  the 
proceedings. 

3194.  Are  you  aware  that  any  other  public 
bodies  have  expressed  an  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  Cork? — I am  aware  that  the  United 
Trades’  Association,  which  is  a very  important 
body  in  Cork,  have  expressed  an  opinion  on  it. 

3195.  In  what  form  did  they  express  their 
opinion  ? — Their  opinion  was  against  closing  on 
Sundays.  It  was  a meeting,  convened  for  the 
purpose,  of  the  members  of  the  United  Trades’ 
Association ; nearly  the  whole  of  the  trades  are 
united  in  this  United  Trades’  Association. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3196.  Their  opinion  was  against  changing  the 
law? — Yes,  against  changing  the  law,  as  the  law 
used  to  be. 

Chairman ■ 

3197.  That  has  reference,  has  it  not,  both  to 
Sunday  and  Saturday  ? — I could  not  say  accu- 
rately whether  it  referred  to  Saturday. 

3198.  Are  you  aware  whether  other  public 
bodies  have  expressed  their  opinion  ? — Not  in  the 
City. 

3199.  Are  you  aware  of  public  meetings  having 
been  held  on  the  one  side  or  the  other  ? — I am. 
I got  a very  influential  requisition  asking  me  to 
convene  a meeting  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing, 
and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night. 

3200.  When  you  say  an  influential  requisition, 
will  you  kindly  say  by  what  class  of  people  it  was 
signed  ? — It  was  signed  by  a number  of  clergy- 
men of  all  denominations,  and  it  was  also  signed 
by  many  employers  of  labour,  and  signed  by  a 
good  many  working  men,  and  by  some  artizans. 

3201.  Did  you  convene  the  meeting  ? — Yes,  it 
was  my  duty  as  .VI  ayor  to  do  so. 

3202.  When  was  it  held? — I cannot  from 
memory  state  that  now. 

3203.  W ere  you  present  at  that  meeting  ? — I 
presided  at  the  meeting. 

0.67. 


Chairman— continued. 

3204.  It  was  on  the  20th  April,  was  it  not? — 
Yes,  that  was  the  date,  the  20th  April. 

3205.  Was  it  a largely  attended  meeting  ? — It 
was  very  largely  attended. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3206.  Is  that  a report  of  the  meeting  ( handing 
in  a newspaper  to  the  Witness ) ? — That  is  a report 
of  that  meeting. 

Chairman. 

3207.  Will  you  say  that  the  attendance  at 
that  meeting  was  a representative  attendance'! — 
It  was. 

3208.  Representative  of  the  working  classes  as 
well  as  of  other  classes  ? — It  was  very  represen- 
tative of  the  working  classes. 

3209.  What  was  the  net  result  of  the  meet- 
ing ? — The  net  result  of  the  meeting  was, 
recommending  the  extensiou  of  the  Act  to  the 
cities  (I  am  speaking  from  memory),  and  the 
closing  is  seven  o’clock  on  Saturdays ; I remem- 
ber the  hours  being  named. 

3210.  Have  any  other  public  meetings  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question  come  to  your  know- 
ledge ? — There  have  not ; the  matter  was  freely 
discussed  for  a week  in  the  city. 

3211.  Had  you  means  of  ascertaining  from 
conversation  with  members  of  the  various  classes, 
the  clergymen  of  various  denominations,  and 
with  employers  of  labour,  and  with  the  working 
classes  and  others,  what  their  opinion  upon  the 
subject  was  '! — I had. 

3212.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  their 
opinion? — There  is  a great  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  subject. 

3213.  Taking  the  different  classes  separately  : 
first,  as  regards  the  clergy  of  all  denominations : 
how  do  they  regard  it  ? — Amongst  the  Catholic 
clergy  there  is  a difference  of  opinion.  I know 
that  from  speaking  to  them.  I am  not  aware 
that  they  had  any  conference  amongst  themselves 
on  the  subject,  nor  do  I believe  they  had. 
Amongst  the  Protestant  clergymen,  so  far  as  I 
can  understand,  they  would  be  favourable  to 
Sunday  closing. 

3214.  That  includes  all  denominations,  I pre- 
sume?— Yes,  all  denominations.  Then,  I may 
say,  there  is  a great  difference  of  opinion,  and  so 
great  is  the  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject 
that  I could  not  be  able  to  say,  nor  could  anyone 
else  say,  which  way  the  preponderance  lies  with- 
out a test,  without  a vote ; there  is  no  question 
about  that. 

3215.  We  come  now  to  the  employers  of 
labour,  who,  of  course,  are  very  much  interested 
in  the  sobriety  of  the  hands  that  they  employ ; 
how  do  you  think  public  opinion  is  amongst  that 
class  respecting  this  question? — Amongst  the 
employers  of  labour  opinion  also  would  be  divided. 

3216.  Your  observation,  I suppose,  means  to 
convey  that  there  would  be  a difficulty  in  deciding 
without  a vote  ? — No;  one  could  decide  without 
a vote. 

3217.  Amongst  the  working  classes,  more 
especially  amongst  the  class  that  legitimately 
frequent  the  public  - house,  exclusive  of  those 
who  go  there  to  get  drunk,  what  would  you  say 
their  view  is  ? — 1 think  the  view  of  a great  many 
of  the  working  classes  is  that  it  is  a bit  of  class 
legislation  perhaps,  and  deservedly  so,  but  that  is 

S 2 the 
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Chairman  —continued. 

the  opinion  of  many  of  them.,  that  because  they 
are  poor  they  cannot  have  drink,  whereas  the 
better  class  can  have  the  drink  at  their  homes  or 
in  their  clubs,  and  it  was  with  the  intention  of  the 
same  rule  applying  to  clubs  that  I moved  that 
amendment,  because  there  is  a great  deal  of  late 
drinking  in  clubs,  and  too  much  of  it  is  not  good 
for  even  the  upper  classes,  I am  sorry  to  say. 

3218.  Have  you  any  other  facts  besides  those 
which  you  have  so  clearly  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee, which  you  wish  to  state  as  having  come 
within  your  observation  ? — I have  not,  but  if  I 
were  to  give  an  opinion  myself  when  I was  ap- 
poached  on  the  subject,  and  if  some  gentlemen  who 
are  interested  in  Sunday  closing  were  to  put  the 
question  to  me.  Why  do  you  not  do  away  with 
the  great  source  of  abuse  which  has  been  doing 
all  the  mischief,  this  Saturday  night’s  business,  I 
say  that  my  experience  is  that  taking  the  number 
of  people  who  are  taken  to  the  bridewell  on 
Saturday  night  as  drunk  out  of  the  city,  you 
would  hardly  have  any  city  drunkenness. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3219.  Do  you  mean  after  the  hours  of  closing  ? 
—Saturday  night  arrests,  as  a rule,  take  place 
between,  perhaps,  eight  o’clock  and  a quarter-past 
eleven.  I should  say  the  greater  portion  of  it. 

Chairman. 

3220.  Then  your  opinion  is,  so  far  as  Cork  is 
concerned,  that  the  excessive  drinking  on  Satur- 
day night  is  a more  urgent  evil  than  Sunday 
drinking? — I believe  that  the  Saturday  night’s 
thirst  creates  the  Sunday  morning’s  drinking.  I 
believe  that  from  all  points  of  view,  socially, 
morally,  and  all  that,  if  there  had  not  been  the 
little  extra  drop  on  Saturday  night  our  people 
would  not  be  subject  to  so  much  thirst  on  Sunday 
in  the  city  particularly. 

M r.  J olm  O’  Connor. 

3221.  You  mean  that  the  Sunday’s  thirst  is 
caused  by  the  Saturday’s  drinking? — Yes,  that 
is  what  1 wished  to  have  said. 

3222.  With  regard  to  these  meetings,  you  say 
there  was  one  meeting  held  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  in  Cork?— Yes,  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  and  Saturday  night  earlier  closing. 

3223.  Do  you  think  that  that  meeting  which 
you  have  just  referred  to  was  a representative 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Cork  ? — No,  it  was 
rather  a meeting  of  those  who  were  in  favour  of 
their  own  particular  view. 

3224.  Who  composed  that  meeting? — It  was 
composed  of  a great  many  clergymen  on  the 
platform,  and  a good  many  employers  of  labour. 
It  was  also  composed  of  a good  many  members 
of  the  League  of  the  Cross,  that  is  to  say,  of  the 
Total  Abstinence  Society. 

3225.  Were  they- exclusively  total  abstinence 
people  ? — The  greater  proportion  only  of  them 
were.  It  would  be  very  hard  for  me  to  know 
whether  they  would  have  that  degree  of  perfec- 
tion. 

3226.  Was  it  a packed  meeting? — It  was  un- 
doubtedly a packed  meeting  in  the  sense  that 
those  who  would  attend  it  were  understood  to  be 
those  who  would  be  favourable  to  the  project. 
There  is  no  question  about  that. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

3227.  And  others  who  wrere  considered  to  be 
unfavourable  to  the  extension  of  the  Act  were 
kept  out  judiciously  by  the  promoters  of  the  meet- 
ing : is  that  a fact  ? — l should  think  so. 

3228.  Then  there  was  a statement  at  a subse- 
quent meeting  by'  a tradesman,  that  is  to  say,  by 
one  of  the  presidents  of  the  trades,  who  said,  “ I 
must  emphatically  contradict  that  the  working 
people  were  invited  there;  it  was  a one-sided 
meeting,  to  which  nobody  was  invited  except 
those  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ”? — That  would 
not  be  entirely  correct,  but  it  would  be  substan- 
tially correct. 

3229.  Then  we  cannot  take  this  boasted  meet- 
ing as  a meeting  representing  the  trades  or  the 
people  of  Cork,  or  the  working  classes? — It  was 
a very  large  meeting  ; but  I daresay  I might  call 
it  as  large  as  could  be  got  up  for  the  other  pro- 
ject, or  perhaps  larger. 

3230.  With  regard  to  the  public  meetings,  you 
say  that  you  cannot,  declare  on  which  side  the 
preponderance  of  opinion  lies  ? — Unquestionably 
I cannot  decide,  nor  could  anybody  else. 

3231.  Do  you  think  that  the  opinion  of  the 
citizens  in  public  meeting  assembled  in  Cork 
would  not  be  in  favour  of  keeping  the  houses 
open  ? — I would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion  upon 
that,  because  I believe  that  you  could  get  a large 
public  meeting  for  either  of  the  two  projects,  and 
I could  not  say  until  they  would  hold  up  their 
hands  which  would  be  the  largest. 

3232.  This  meeting,  at  all  events,  which  has 
been  held  as  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  the  city  is  valueless,  in  your  opinion  ? 
Ido  not  think  it  would  be  valueless;  it  would 
represent  the  opinion  of  a great  section  of  the 
community  in  favour  of  the  project. 

3233.  Then  you  had  a number  of  men  on  the 
platform  around  you  that  night?  — Yes. 

3234.  What  class  of  men  were  they  ? — There 
were  a great  number  of  clergymen  present. 

3235.  Outside  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy, 
what  class  were  they  ? — There  were  a fair  number 
of  representative  traders. 

3236.  Were  they  men  who  were  of  the  people? 
— Some  of  them  ; indeed  many  of  them  were. 

3237.  Were  there  not  very  few;  will  you 
just  take  this  paper  in  your  hand  and  lock  at  it 
{handing  a pager  to  the  ' Witness ) ? — I have  seen 
a larger  number  on  the  platform  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

3238.  Just  run  your  eye  down  those  names, 
and  see  how  many  who  v ere  there  who  are  of 
the  people  ?— 1 should  say,  taking  them  all  in  all, 
the  majority  of  them  were  not  men  who  were  of 
the  people. 

3239.  Do  they  represent  the  people? — Some 
of  them  do. 

3240.  A very  few  of  them,  I suppose? — I 
should  say  a fair  proportion  are  not  the  elected 
representatives  of  the  people  to  any  extent. 

3241.  Do  they  belong  exclusively  to  the 
humbler  class  in  Cork,  or  principally? — Many  of 
them  do. 

3242.  The  majority  of  those  whose  names  are 
on  that  paper  ? — I should  think  the  majority  of 
those  on  the  platform  would  be  men  who  would 
not  care  to  see  drink  consumed  at  all  at  any 
hour,  morning,  noon,  or  evening. 

3443.  You 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3243.  You  refer  to  temperance  advocates  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  the  best  way  of  putting  it. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3244.  Then  it  was  really  a temperance  meet- 
ing?— No,  it  was  not  a temperance  meeting.  I 
know  many  of  them  myself  that  do  take  drink. 

3245.  Taking  into  account  the  people  that  you 
had  around  you  on  that  platform,  and  of  whom 
the  meeting  was  composed,  and  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  dissentients  were  kept  out  of  the 
meeting,  do  you  consider  it  a meeting  that  at  all 
expressed  the  opinion  of  the  people  in  the  work- 
ing classes  of  Cork  ? — I do  not  think  it  could  be 
called  a meeting  of  that  description,  as  I say  it 
would  only  express  the  opinions  of  the  section 
who  are  favourable  to  it. 

3246.  An  exclusive  section  ? — I would  not  say 
it  would  be  an  exclusive  section  ; it  was  an  active 
section.  ! may,  say  that  there  was  some  doubt  as 
to  whether  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  me  to 
have  the  police  to  keep  order,  by  some  feeling 
that  the  dissentients  would  come,  but  I i-elied  on 
my  own  influence  with  the  audience,  and  appealed 
to  them,  and  whenever  they  expressed  dissent  I 
asked  that  they  should  do  so  in  the  most  orderly 
manner,  and  listen  to  the  speakers,  who,  indeed, 
were  very  eloquent  men,  and  whether  they  agreed 
with  them  or  not  I hoped  they  would  demean 
themselves  in  an  orderly  way.  Perhaps  no  country 
in  the  world  could  produce  a more  orderly 
assembly. 

3247.  Where  was  the  meeting  held  ? — In  the 
Assembly  Boom. 

3248.  How  many  would  that  hall  hold  ? — I 
should  fancy  that  it  would  hold  1,500  people. 

3249.  Do  not  you  know  that  it  only  holds  800 
people  ? — I cannot  say  exactly  at  the  moment,  but 
there  were  a good  many  who  had  not  seats.  It 
is  possible  there  was  room  for  from  1,000  to 
1,500 ; that  is  my  estimate. 

3250.  Do  not  you  know,  as  a matter  of  fact, 
that  it  can  only  hold  800  people  at  once  ? — I do 
not ; I am  not  a very  good  hand  at  forming  esti- 
mates, particularly  when  l took  no  estimate  at 
the  time  regarding  the  numbers,  but  it  was  full. 

3251.  You  stated  that  the  clergy  are  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing? — I did  not. 

3252.  You  say  that  a great  number  of  the 
Cathojic  clergy  are  in  favour  ? — I did  not 
say  that  all  the  clergy  are  in  favour  of  it,  I said 
there  was  a difference  of  opinion  amongst  the 
clergy  when  speaking  to  them  individually, 
though  I am  not  aware  that  they  have  had  a 
conference  on  the  subject. 

3253.  Do  vou  know  the  Dean  of  Cork,  Dean 
Nevill  ?— Yes,  I do. 

3254.  Do  you  know  his  opinion  upon  the 
matter? — No;  he  did  not  approach  me  on  the 
subject,  nor  did  I meet  him  casually.  Any 
clergymen  that  I met  I might  ask  what  their 
view  was,  and  there  is  no  doubt  there  is  a differ- 
ence of  opinion  amongst  clergymen  on  that 
subject. 

3255.  I think  Dean  Nevill  gave  evidence 
before  the  previous  Committee? — I am  not 
aware ; I said  that  there  is  a difference  of 
opinion  amongst  the  clergy  unquestionably,  but 
I said  I was  not  aware  that  the  clergy  bad  had 
a conference  on  the  subject. 
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3256.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  late  Bishop 
of  Cork’s  opinion  upon  the  subject  ? — I heard  it 
was  against  it ; I could  not  say  positively ; this 
reopening  of  the  question  did  not  arise  during  my 
term  of  office ; the  late  bishop  has  been  dead 
about  15  months,  and  this  question  did  not  arise 
until  this  Committee  was  moved  for. 

3257.  You  referred  to  a meeting  of  the  trades ; 
was  that  meeting  well  attended  ? — I was  not 
there,  but  I heard  it  stated  that  it  was  well 
attended,  and  I believe  that  it  was  well 
attended. 

3258.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
united  trades  and  their  opinion ; would  they 
reflect  the  views  of  the  working  classes  of  Cork  ? 
— There  is  no  doubt  they  would  do  so ; they 
are  a very  intelligent  community. 

3259.  Would  their  expression  of  opinion  be 
a true  reflection  of  the  views  of  the  masses  of 
the  working  classes? — In  the  absence  of  any 
other  opinion,  I think  it  would. 

3260.  They  passed  a very  strong  resolution 
at  that  meeting,  did  they  not? — Yes. 

3261.  You  know  the  president  of  the  trades, 
Mr.  Crean,  do  you  not  ? — Intimately. 

3262.  He  is  a member  of  the  corporation,  is 
he  not? — He  is. 

3263.  And  he  is  a teetotaller  ?— Yes,  he  is  a 
teetotaller. 

3264.  And  he  presided  at  that  meeting  ?— Yes, 
he  did. 

3265.  He  moved  several  resolutions  in  the 
council,  according  to  your  evidence  ? — Yes. 

3266.  He  is  a very  intelligent  man,  is  he  not  ?' 
—A  most  intelligent  man, 

3267.  Did  you  read  the  resolution  that  they 
passed? — I did;  I think  it  is  here. 

3268.  Do  you  know  that  it  protests  against  the 
present  Bill  before  Parliament  for  the  total, 
closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays? — Yes,  I 
know  that  both  the  secretary  and  president  are 
very  opposed  to  it. 

3269.  The  resolution  stated  that  it  would.be  a 
further  encroachment  on  the  liberties  of  the 
people? — Yes. 

3270.  And  that  “it  would  only  produce  illicit 
trading,  increase  immorality,  and  be  disastrous  to 
the  interests  of  the  working  classes  ” ? — Yes. 

3271.  Do  you  know  that  the  meeting  affirmed 
those  principles  ? — Yes. 

3272.  You  also  said  that  the  trades  look  upon 
this  proposed  legislation  as  a piece  of  class  legis- 
lation?—I think  they  do. 

3273.  And  they  think  it  a species  of  coercion  ?• 
— They  used  those  words. 

3274.  Do  you  remember  that  Mr.  Scanned, 
the  engineer,  used  those  words? — The  secretary 
and  president  expressed  that  to  me  myself  in  dis- 
cussing the  subject  with  them. 

3275.  Mr.  Scanned  said,  “ Canon  O’Mahoney 
said  he  hoped  he  would  hear  no  more  about 
coercion,  but  he  asserted  that  the  present  Sunday 
closing  movement  was  an  attempt  at  the  grossest 
coercion  ” ; do  you  remember  those  words  being 
used  at  the  meeting? — [ was  not  at  the  meeting. 

3276.  Have  you  read  them? — I have  a distant 
recollection  of  what  I read. 

3277.  You  think  that  is  the  view  of  the  trades?' 
— Yes,  it  is  the  view  of  the  trades. 

3278.  That  is  the  view,  is  it  not,  of  the  working 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
classes  in  Cork? — There  is  a difference  of  opinion 
amongst  the  working  classes  in  Cork,  but  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  United  Trades  Association 
reflects  the  opinion  of  the  trades  to  a greater 
extent  than  I could  say  any  other  association 
would. 

3279.  Are  you  aware  that  they  passed  that 
resolution  unanimously? — Yes. 

3280.  With  regard  to  the  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration, you  had  a pretty  good  attendance  on  the 
18th,  had  you  not? — Yes. 

3281.  There  were,  I suppose,  29  or  30  voted  ? 
— About  28  voted. 

Mr.  T IV.  Bussell. 

3282.  About  half  of  the  corporation  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3283.  How  many  of  those  were  publicans,  do 
you  know  ? — As  far  as  I can  remember,  I think 
there  were  six  or  seven. 

3284.  Are  you  not  aware  that  there  were  only 
five  spirit  dealers  present  ? — It  is  just  possible. 
I daresay  there  may  have  been  six  or  seven.  It 
is  possible,  if  you  take  Mr.  Hungerford  out,  there 
would  not  be  more  than  perhaps  five,  but  if  you 
state  five  to  be  correct,  I should  say  you  were 
right  and  I am  wrong ; but  that  is  so  far  as  my 
memory  serves  me. 

3285.  I will  not  go  through  all  the  minutes  of 
the  meeting,  but  I would  just  ask  you  this  one 
question  : the  opinion  of  the  corporation  is 
against  the  extension  of  Sunday  closing  in  Cork  ? 
— Unquestionably;  there  is  no  question  about 
that. 

3286.  And  the  corporation  represents  the  citi- 
zens of  Cork  ?•—  It  does. 

3287.  And  the  committee  who  have  been 
elected  to  that  corporation  have  been  elected  by 
very  large  majorities? — By  immense  majorities 
in  most  of  the  wards,  on  a very  high  franchise ; 
a 9 A franchise,  which  is  wonderfully  high. 

3288.  So  that  it  reflects  their  opinion  on  all 
social  subjects?' — It  does. 

3289.  The  main  resolution  of  the  day'which 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Crean,  “ That  the  corpora- 
tion did  not  consider  the  present  time  or  circum- 
stances warrant  the  passing  of  any  Acts  of 
Parliament  for  the  total  closing  of  public-houses 
on  Sundays,  believing  that  the  result  of  such 
Acts  would  be  to  drive  the  public  to  illicit  and 
other  sources  of  procuring  drink  ” ; that  was  the 
main  resolution  of  the  day? — That  was  the  main 
resolution  of  the  day. 

3290.  And  it  was  carried  by  what  number? 
— It  was  carried  by  a great  majority,  at  all 
events. 

3291.  Would  it  be  a majority  of  20  to  five? — 
1 think  so. 

3292.  Then  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  Cor- 
poration ? — That  was  the  opinion  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. 

3293.  And  the  Corporation  represents  the 
citizens  of  Cork? — They  represent  them  on 
most  questions,  but  we  have  never  had  an  election 
at  which  it  was  made  a test  question.  I know 
mostof  them  fairly  well ; and  even  if  it  were  a 
test  question,  although  the  election  would  not.  be 
fought  out  on  such  a narrow  issue,  yet  I think 
that  there  is  a strong  feeling  on  the  subject,  and 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
very  likely  a majority  for  partial  closing  would 
be  returned. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3294.  That  is  entirely  your  theory  ? — Yes ; 
entirely  my  theory. 

3295.  That  the  public-houses  should  be  open 
for  a certain  time  on  Sundays,  and  earlier  closing 
on  Saturdays  ? — I am  dealing  with  the  question 
of  Sunday  just  now. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3296.  Taking  into  account  that  the  Corporation 
of  Cork  voted  that  resolution  by  such  a large 
majority,  and  that  the  tradesmen  of  the  city,  in 
meeting  assembled,  passed  another  resolution 
unanimously  of  a similar  character,  do  not  you 
think  that  that  is  a fair  expression  of  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  people  ? — I should  say  that 
would  be  the  case,  just  in  the  same  way  as  the 
opinions  of  Members  of  Parliament  when  they 
passed  a legislative  Act,  until  they  appealed  to 
their  constituencies,  must  be  regarded  as  that 
of  their  constituencies. 

3297.  Do  not  you  think  it  a fair  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Cork  ? — It.  is  a fair 
expression  of  opinion  of  the  people  of  Cork  upon 
the  question. 

3298.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  is  the  prepon- 
derating opinion  of  the  people  of  Cork  with 
regard  to  Sunday  closing  ? — I could  not  say  so. 
It  is  just  like  one  of  those  questions  that  people 
in  power  who  have  been  elected  vote  upon  without 
having  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  opinion  of 
those  who  elect  them ; if  I might  apply  it  to 
matters  higher  than  the  present,  it  is  just  the 
same  as  the  state  of  things  between  all  parties  at 
present  until  they  appear  before  their  constituents. 
I could  not  say  whether  they  are  thoroughly  in 
accord  with  the  country  or  not,  and  as  I could 
not  say  whether  they  are  in  accord,  I would  not 
be  able  to  pronounce  what  their  opinion  would  be 
or  what  the  result  would  be  until  it  was  tested, 
but  undoubtedly  they  reflect  the  opinions  of  the 
citizens  on  every  other  subject,  and  I may  say 
the  great  preponderance  of  opinion  amongst 
them. 

3299.  Are  not  the  council  elected  chiefly  by 
the  vote  of  the  masses  of  the  people  ? — They  are, 
but  still  it  is  just  as  I said,  that  this  particular 
issue  was  not  before  them.  They  were  there,  and 
they  simply  voted  the  same  as  they  usually  do, 
but  they  could  not  give  a vote  on  the  present 
question  as  it  was  not  before  them. 

3300.  I ask  you,  do  not  the  trades  represent 
the  working  classes  of  Cork  ? — They  do,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  they  represent  the  artizan  classes. 

3301.  And  they  have  expressed  a strong  opinion 
upon  the  subject? — They  have. 

3302.  And  the  corporation  have  also  expressed 
a strong  opinion  upon  the  subject  ? — Yes. 

3303.  Do  not  they  represent  the  working  classes 
in  Cork ; are  they  not  elected  by  the  working 
classes  in  Cork  to  a large  extent? — They  are 
elected  certainly  on  a very  narrow  franchise,  on  a 
9 l.  franchise,  which  is  a very  high  one  for  a town 
council. 

3304.  Then  if  the  united  trades  represent  the 
working  classes,  and  the  corporation  represent 
the  working  classes,  would  not  it  be  a fair  infer- 
ence 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY  CLOSING  ACTS  (IRELAND). 


143 


30  April  1888.]  Mr.  O’Brien.  [ Continued. 
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ence  to  draw  from  these  facts  that  the  prepon- 
derating opinion  in  Cork  is  against  the  extension 
of  Sunday  closing  ? — That  '.vould  be  a very  fail- 
inference  in  the  absence  of  any  other  test.  I 
should  say  it  would  be  the  strongest  inference,  as 
I put  it  before,  and  a most  correct  inference  if 
it  became  a question  of  inference. 

3305.  And  you  think  that  that  feeling  prepon- 
derates in  Cork  ? — I think  so  in  the  absence  of 
any  other  test. 

3306.  I want  to  apply  another  test  with  regard 
to  the  public  opinion  of  Cork  ; you  move  about 
a great,  deal  amongst  the  people,  do  you  not? — I 
do. 

3307.  And  you  have  done  so  all  your  life  ? — 
Yes,  in  my  rather  active  life. 

3308.  And  you  have  in  your  mind’s  eye  now 
the  class  of  men  that  you  meet  every  day  ? — 
Yes. 

3309.  Can  you  say  what  is  their  opinion  on  the 
subject  ? — Their  opinion  is  that  it  would  be  an 
unnecessary  interference  to  prevent  the  public- 
houses  being  open  for  a few  hours  on  Sunday ; 
that  is  the  opinion,  as  I am  aware,  very  much 
amongst  the  intelligent  middle  class. 

3310.  That  they  would  be  against  total  closing 
on  Sunday  ? — They  would. 

3311.  I suppose  nine  out  of  every  ten  men  that 
you  meet  would  be  of  that  opinion  ? — I could  not 
say  what  number. 

3312.  You  gave  it  as  your  opinion  that  the 
houses  might  be  closed  with  advantage  at  six 
o’clock,  that  the  resolution  of  the  corporation 
was  that  they  should  be  open  from  two  to  six  ? — 
The  amendment  of  mine,  which  I asked  one  of 
the  members  to  move  for  me  was  from  three  to 
six,  but  it  should  have  been  from  two  to  six. 

3313.  Why  would  you  have  the  houses  closed 
at  six  ?—  For  church  purposes.  The  churches 
commence  their  devotions  at  seven ; and  I believe 
that  between  six  and  seven  there  would  be  hardly 
any  of  the  working  classes  themselves  who  would 
object,  so  long  as  they  got  until  six  ; and  for 
church  purposes,  in  the  case  of  people  per- 
haps coming  out  of  the  houses,  it  would  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  going  to  the  churches 
which  commence  at  seven  o’clock.  That  was 
one  of  the  reasons  that  I moved  a resolution  fox- 
shortening  it  one  hour,  because  the  shortening  of 
one  hour  would  do  away  with  any  danger  of 
excess. 

3314.  Do  not  you  think  that  there  is  a danger 
arising  from  the  curtailment  of  the  hours? — No, 
I do  not  think  so.  There  is  no  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  closing  the  houses  on  Sunday 
at  six. 

3315.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  you  were  to  close 
the  public-houses  so  early  as  that  it  would  lead 
to  drinking  at  home  ? — There  is  no  doubt  that 
that  would  be  one  of  the  things  that  might 
happen,  but  I think  that  the  absolute  advantage 
that  it  would  cause  by  closing  early  would  more 
than  counter-balance  any  danger  of  that  sort. 

3316.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  is  very  likely 
to  occur  that  people  would  cari-y  on  home  drink- 
ing ? — There  is  a danger,  but  1 do  not  think  it 
would  occur  to  any  extent,  because  a lot  of  our 
people  are  not  fond  of  drinking  to  excess.  Many 
of  them  might  give  a drink  and  might  lake  a 
drink,  and  take  one  or  two  more,  or  two  or  three 
drinks  perhaps  all  round. 
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3317.  But  if  you  found  that  they  would  retire 
to  each  othei-’s  homes  and  can-y  on  the  drinking 
there,  if  you  curtailed  the  houi-s  so  much  as  that, 
and  they  would  invite  each  other  to  their  houses 
on  Sunday  evening,  and  drink  there,  that  would 
be  one  result  of  early  closing? — I do  not  think 
that  curtailing  the  hours  from  six  o’clock  would 
cause  that,  but  I think  it  would  be  dangerous  if 
you  made  it  shorter. 

3318.  What  do  you  think  people  would  do 
between  the  houi-s  of  six  and  1 1 on  Sunday 
evenings? — The  very  same  thing  that  they  do 
between  seven  and  eleven,  the  hours  would  not  be 
very  much  more.  Many  of  them  would  go  to 
church,  and  many  of  them  would  go  home,  and 
go  to  bed  pei'haps  a little  earlier  on  Sunday 
night,  and  get  up  a little  moi-e  comfortable  for 
their  work  on  Monday  morning. 

3319.  It  would  do  them  a great  deal  of  good 
if  they  could  go  for  a walk  on  Sunday? — Yes. 
They  may  be  in  the  country  all  day,  and  if  they 
arrive  in  the  city  at  six  they  may  go  home  when 
the  public-house  was  closed,  whereas  if  it  were 
open  till  seven  they  might  go  in  again  and  get 
drink. 

3320.  Are  the  working  classes  so  comfortably 
situated  at  home  as  to  be  anxious  to  go  to  their 
own  homes? — I am  sorry  to  say  they  are  not.  I 
suppose  there  is  no  other  country  anywhere  in 
which  so  little  is  done  for  giving  any  rational  re- 
creation or  amusement  to  the  working  classes  as 
Ireland. 

3321.  At  all  events  it  is  your  opinion  that 
there  is  a danger  to  that  class  arising  from  the 
curtailment  of  the  hours? — There  may  be  a 
danger;  of  coui-se  it  would  lead  to  some  ; but  I 
believe  the  good  effects  of  the  hour  would  far 
exceed  any  danger  of  that  sort.  The  churches 
begin  service  at  seven  o’clock,  and  a great  many  of 
our  people  go  to  the  churches  on  Sunday  evenings. 

3322.  You  have  not  yet  answered  my  ques- 
tion ; could  you  give  me  your  opinion  as  to  what 
people  would  be  likely  to  do  alter  six  o’clock  ? — 
Something  like  what  they  do  after  seven  o’clock.  I 
do  not  think  that  one  hour  would  make  much 
difference. 

3323.  You  have  no  decided  opinion  as  to  whe- 
ther it  would  lead  to  drink  at  home  ? — I do  not 
think  it  would.  It  may  do  so,  but  not  at  all  to 
any  degree  that  it  would  be  very  dangex-ous,  any 
more  than  if  it  were  seven  o’clock. 

3324.  Would  it  lead  to  drinking  in  the  clubs? 
— The  tendency  of  the  young  men  of  the  present 
age  is  just  to  start  clubs,  I think,  in  all  classes  of 
society. 

3325.  Do  you  mean  that  the  further  curtail- 
ment of  the  hours  would  increase  that  tendency  or 
not?— 1 believe  it  would  increase  it. 

3326.  What  is  your  opinion  about  club  drink- 
ing ? — In  my  opinion,  club  drinking  is  vex-y  bad 
for  young  men,  because  they  go  there  sometimes 
as  early  as  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  take 
their  drinks,  and  in  some  clubs  they  can  stop 
until  two  o’clock  in  the  morning.  When  they  leave 
the  well-regulated  public-houses,  they  go  for  a 
little  more  to  the  clubs  to  my  own  knowledge. 

3327.  You  think  that  it  would  lead  to,  the 

extension  of  club  drinking? — Yes.  I would 

observe  that  I would  like  the  same  law  applied 
throughout  to  clubs  as  well  as  public-houses. 

3327.  You  would  not  close  the  respectable 

s 4 public- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


144  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

30  April  1888.]  Mr.  O’Brien.  [Continued. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
public-houses,  and  send  people  to  the  clubs  for 
further  drinking? — I could  not,  inasmuch  as  I 
gave  my  opinion  that  I would  apply  the  same 
law  to  clubs.  I do  not  want  them  to  go  free  at 
all,  because  clubs  are  a source  of  danger. 

3329.  In  your  opinion,  do  you  think  that  the 
Legislature  is  likely  to  include  clubs  under  the 
same  category  as  public-houses? — If  they  were 
earnest  upon  the  question,  they  would ; I would 
be  very  emphatic  on  that. 

3330.  You  would  close  the  clubs  at  the  same 
hour? — Yes,  I would  unquestionably  close  the 
bars  in  clubs.  I think  it  is  a great  scandal  that 
they  should  be  supplying  drink  up  to  two  or  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning  when  young  men  might 
go  home  to  their  sisters  and  wives  and  families  on 
Sunday  nights.  It  produces  a great  degree  of 
dissipation  and  gambling,  and  everything  else 
that  is  bad. 

3331.  Those  are  two  dangers  which  you  say 
would  arise  from  the  curtailment  of  the  hours? — 
Yes.  I would  take  it  that  if  you  do  not  include 
the  clubs  you  will  leave  just  reason  to  the  work- 
ing classes  to  say  that  you  want  a class  legis- 
lation ; and  gentlemen  who  are  anxious  for  their 
interest  should  be  satisfied  to  make  a little  sacrifice 
in  closing  the  clubs  at  the  same  hour,  and  set  a 
good  example  to  those  who  are  about  them  ; but 
very  few  seem  to  be  inclined  to  set  them  a very 
good  example.  I know  that  clubs  are  rising  up 
now  amongst  the  class  of  young  men  who  never 
had  clubs  before.  I know  that  a club  is  far  more 
dangerous  to  those  young  men  than,  a public- 
house  as  a rule.  On  Sunday  morning  they  can 
go  into  a club  at  ten  or  eleven  o’clock ; whereas, 
if  they  had  not  the  club,  they  would  go  for  a good 
walk  into  the  suburban  districts  and  take  a good 
lot  of  fresh  air,  and  would  get  less  drink  than 
they  would  in  their  clubs.  I am  quite  of  opinion 
that  this  is  a thing  which  should  be  very  seriously 
considered  by  those  persons  who  are  interested, 
ns  I am  interested,  in  producing  sober  and  tem- 
perate habits  amongst  our  people.  I endeavour 
to  do  my  best  in  that  direction,  and  during  my 
first  year  of  office,  in  order  that  I might  set  a 
good  example,  I became  a total  abstainer.  There 
is  no  doubt,  that  the  danger  of  clubs  must  be 
taken  in  connection  with  the  closing  of  public- 
houses.  There  are  a lot  of  commercial  people 
who  might  go  into  well-regulated  houses,  who 
are  thoroughly  qualified  to  conduct  clubs,  and  it 
may  lead  to  their  ruin  if  they  establish  them  in 
any  great  excess. 

3332.  You  think  there  is  a*  great  danger  in 
that  direction?— Yes ; very  great  danger. 

3333.  And  it  is  likely  to  extend  if  you  curtail 
the  hours? — That  is  my  belief. 

3334.  And  the  clubs  are  more  dangerous  than 
a well-conducted  public-house? — Yes;  I think 
so. 

3335.  What  is  your  opinion  about  shebeens, 
having  regard  to  the  proposed  curtailment  of 
hours  ? — The  hours  which  I propose,  I do  not 
think,  at  all  events  the  hours  on  Sunday,  could 
lead  to  any  increase  in  the  shebeens  beyond  the 
seven  o’clock  hour ; that  is  my  view.  Possibly 
the  earlier  Saturday  night  closing  hour  might 
promote  that  to  a certain  extent,  but  even  if  they 
did  increase  to  a small  extent,  they  would  not  be 
so  bad  as  the  great  evil,  I think,  of  working  men 
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spending  most  of  their  earnings  between  those 
hours  when  they  would  want  them  lor  the  necessa- 
ries of  life.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  police 
could  hunt  up  those  shebeens  if  they  liked.  If  the 
police  would  carry  out  instructions  from  the 
different  mayors  of  the  cities,  and  the  mayors 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  regulation  of  the 
police,  we  should  have  a great  many  abuses 
stopped. 

3336.  Are  there  any  shebeens  in  Cork? — I 
believe  there  are. 

3337.  Do  you  consider  them  a great  evil? — 
The  worst  evil  that  could  be. 

3338.  Do  you  consider  they  would  be  increased 
by  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  ? 
— I say  there  is  a danger ; and  I believe  there 
would  be  a danger. 

3339.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  a danger  of 
their  being  extended  in  consequence  of  tbe  cur- 
tailment of  the  hours  of  opening? — I do  not 
think  so  by  the  curtailment  of  the  hours  which 
I propose,  between  the  hours  of  six  and  seven.  I 
am  sure  that  what  would  occur  after  seven  o’clock 
would  occur  after  six  o’clock  just  the  same.  I do 
not  think  there  wotild  be  any  difference. 

3440.  You  have  been  asked  some  questions 
and  you  have  given  an  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  closing  of  public-houses  early  on  Satur- 
day evening.  At  what  hour  did  you  state  that 
they  should  be  closed  ? — I stated  eight  o’clock 
myself;  I know  that  the  resolution  dealt  with 
seven  o’clock,  but  taking  it  all  round  I think  if 
we  stuck  to  eight  o’clock  and  gave  it  a lair  trial  it 
would  do  an  incalculable  amount  of  good. 

3341.  At  what  hour  in  your  opinion  is  exces- 
sive drinking  on  Saturday  nights  indulged  in  ? — 
I take  it  from  the  arrests,  and  I take  it  from  the 
number  of  persons  who  come  to  me,  sometimes 
to  get  persons  cut  of  Bridewell,  that  is  from 
eight  o’clock  to  half-past  eleven. 

3342.  Do  not  you  think  that  eight  o’clock  is  a very 
early  hour,  and  an  inconvenient  hour  for  closing 
public-houses  on  Saturday  night? — I think  it 
would  be  inconvenient,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
would  do  an  immense  amount  of  good. 

3343.  Do  not  you  think  that  a certain  amount 
of  inconvenience  would  arise  to  the  working 
classes  if  they  were  closed  as  early  as  eight 
o’clock  ? — I do  not  think  so  ; the  tradesmen  are 
generally  off  work  at  two  o’clock,  and  certainly 
if  they  get  six  hours  for  reasonable  refreshments 
that  is  time  enough  for  the  working  people ; and 
any  of  them  who  would  be  engaged  until  six 
o’clock  would  have  an  hour  to  get  reasonable 
refreshments  in ; I do  not  believe  it  is  a good 
thing  for  our  people  to  sit  down  in  a taproom  for 
hours  taking  drink  after  drink.  I think  that  the 
taproom  business  is  productive  of  a great  deal 
of  mischief. 

3344.  Are  there  not  many  people  who  pay 
their  hands  at  six  o’clock  on  Saturday  nights  ? — 
Yes ; that  was  the  reason  that  I suggested  eight 
o’clock  myself,  in  order  that  they  should  have  no 
grievance. 

3345.  Are  there  not  a good  many  houses  in 
the  suburbs  of  the  city  where  the  people  are 
small  grocers  and  dealers  as  well  as  publicans  ? — 
Very  few. 

3346.  Would  not  it  be  inconvenient  to  people 
who  are  paid  their  wages  at  six  o’clock  on  Satur- 
day 
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day  evenings,  and  who  have  long  distances  to 
walk  home,  to  have  the  places  of  business  shut 
up  so  early  as  eight  o’clock? — I do  not  think  it 
would.  I think,  for  their  purposes,  they  have 
quite  time  enough  under  any  circumstances,  if 
they  want  refreshment,  for  taking  two  or  even 
three  drinks  in  the  time.  I am  sure  that  the 
whole  community  are  anxious  on  this  point,  and 
even  I may  say  those  in  the  business  of  vintners 
themselves.  The  vintners  of  Cork  are  a most 
respectable  body,  and  they  are  not  anxious  to  see 
people  drunk. 

3347.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  excessive 
drinking  is  rather  between  ten  and  eleven,  than 
at  the  earlier  time  of  eight  o’clock? — No, it  com- 
mences at  seven  and  goes  on;  and  I am  sorry  to 
say  that  when  the  house  is  open  to  all  to  go  in  and 
drink,  instead  of  going  and  buying  the  necessaries 
of  life  for  their  little  families,  they  take  their  wives 
into  the  public-house  very  often  and  give  them 
bad  habits. 

3348.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  do  not  you 
think  that  home  drinking  would  have  a worse 
effect? — At  all  events,  when  they  come  with 
many  out  marketing  and  money  is  spending,  the 
temptation  is  to  make  a custom  of  drinking.  I 
think  it  is  more  a custom  than  a craze  with  a 
great  many  of  our  people.  Many  people  would 
take  a glass  for  social  fellowship  who  would  not 
care  for  it  otherwise,  and  it  grows  upon  them. 

3349.  You  state  that  you  go  to  the  Bridewell 
on  Sunday  morning,  and  your  experience  is  that 
you  would  meet  with  habitual  offenders  there 
rather  than  with  other  people  who  might  have 
been  drinking  to  excess? — I meet  occasionally 
some  erring  ones,  even  on  Saturday  night.  They 
have  been  kept  there  the  Saturday  night  and  the 
Sunday,  waiting  for  the  Monday  morning,  and 
that  is  punishment  enough  for  any  one  for  being 
drunk  ; it  is  not  a very  nice  place. 

3350.  You  think,  do  you  not,  that  one  per 
cent,  of  the  population  may  be  said  to  indulge  in 
excessive  drinking  ? — I referred  to  Sunday  in 
particular  when  I said  that.  I said  we  had  very 
little  excessive  drinking  on  Sunday  in  Cork. 

3351.  If  you  were  to  take  the  habitual  offender 
out  of  the  people  that  you  meet  in  the  Bridewell, 
do  the  people  indulge  in  excessive  drinking  on 
Saturday  night  to  any  great  degree  ? — They  do. 

3352.  To  any  dangerous  degree  ?-  -I  am  afraid 
that  the  working  people  who  are  taken  there  on 
Saturday  nights  have  more  than  is  good  for  their 
health ; in  fact  they  are  nearly  drunk,  if  not 
wholly  drunk.  There  is  a limit  between  being- 
arrested  and  being  just  as  bad.  There  are  a 
great  many,  perhaps,  who  go  quietly  home  and 
who  are  not  arrested  at  all. 

3353.  I want  to  ask  you  a few  questions  on 
the  bona  fide  traveller  branch  of  the  subject;  you 
would  not  be  in  favour  of  extending  the  limit  of 
distance  l or  bond  fide  travellers  ? — I would  not. 

3354.  I attach  very  great  value  to  your  opinion 
on  this  point;  you  have  always  indulged  in  a 
pretty  long  walk  on  Sundays? — Yes. 

3355.  Do  not  you  think  that  three  miles  is  just 
the  distance  to  entitle  a man  to  have  some  re- 
freshment?— It  is  unquestionably,  and  nearly  all 
men  will  have  it.  I have  seen  men  take,  their 
soda  aud  milk  after  three  miles,  or  they  take 
total  abstinence  drinks.  They  are  half  tired  after 
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a walk,  and  they  stop  for  five  or  10  minutes,  and 
1 have  seen  them  take  soda  and  milk  or  ginger 
ale,  and  such  like  refreshment. 

335G.  Ihe  mirth  of  the  Committee  has  been 
rather  excited  from  time  to  time  on  this  subject, 
but  do  you  not  think  that  a three  miles  journey 
into  the  country  and  three  miles  back  would  be 
rather  exhausting  to  most  people  if  they  could 
not  get  some  refreshment? — It  would  unques- 
tionably. As  I stated  in  my  evidence  before,  if 
we  take  away  the  permission  of  taking  some  re- 
freshment at  the  end  of  three  miles,  and  people 
are  accustomed  to  it,  the  danger  is  that  they  will 
not  go  for  their  long  walk  which  is  very  necessary 
for  them,  and  they  may  stop  about  in  their  lanes 
and  badly  ventilated  houses,  which  is  very  in- 
jurious to  health. 

3357.  It  is  your  opinion  then  that  those  who 
indulge  in  those  early  walks  in  the  country  on 
Sunday,  should  have  the  facility  of  getting  re- 
freshment?— I think  so;  I am  quite  sure  ol  it. 

3358.  At  present  do  not  you  think  that  these 
bona  fide  travellers  for  recreation  and  enjoyment 
are  subject  to  much  humiliation? — There  is  no 
doubt  about  it ; I do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 
law,  but  I asked  a spirit  dealer  at  one  time,  “Do 
you  mean  to  tell  me  that  you  must  keep  your 
house  door  closed  even  though  you  do  not  infringe 
the  law?”  and  lie  said,  “ Yes,  I must  keep  my 
door  closed,”  and  it  is  a very  humiliating  thing  to 
have  a man  tapping  at  the  door,  and  for  a police- 
man to  be  suspecting  him  as  though  lie  had  been 
committing  a crime.  I felt  it  a great  humiliation. 
I think  if  the  door  is  open  and  he  is  selling  drink 
he  ought  to  be  punished,  but  he  ought  not  to  be 
undergoing  that  process  and  living  as  though  he 
would  be  going  to  the  Bridewell  direct.  It  is 
humiliating  unquestionably. 

3359.  You  think  that  the  law  is  sufficiently 
strict  at  present? — Y'es,  there  is  no  doubt  of  that 
if  it  is  applied  properly.  I saw  in  one  station 
where  there  are  six  or  eight  constables,  that 
instead  of  doing  their  duty  they  were  going  across 
the  country  for  20  or  30  miles  leaving  the  station 
undefended.  We  might  do  away  with  that  at 
any  rate. 

3360.  You  stated  that  drunkards  could  get 
drink  if  the  wanted  it? — Yes,  a drunkard  can 
get  drink  under  the  most  close  supervision. 

3361.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  it  is  those  who 
make  proper  use  of  the  public-house  who  suffer 
by  these  restrictions? — They  feel  aggrieved  by 
them  ; perhaps  they  would  not  suffer.  And  there 
are  many  who  think  that  if  liquor  was  not  dis- 
tilled at  all  it  would  be  no  great  loss.  Of  course 
it  is  a craze  like  anything  else ; it  is  a craze  like 
smoking. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3362.  You  are  of  opinion,  are  you  not,  that 
drunkenness  has  decreased  in  Cork  ? — Cer- 
tainly. 

3363.  In  the  face  of  that  decrease,  which  I 
believe  is  considerable,  do  you  think  that  a re- 
striction should  be  put  upon  the  people  who  make 
a proper  use  of  the  public-house  ? — I do  not 
think  so. 

3364.  You  do  not  think  that  a further  restric- 
tion should  be  put  on  them  ? — Ido  not  think  that 
a restriction  that  would  interfere  unreasonably 
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with  their  requirements  should  be  put  on  therm 
but  I think  if  you  take  the  case  of  a slight  re- 
striction being  placed,  in  order  that  a great  social 
good  may  be  effected,  that  many  of  that  class  of 
people  would  not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3365.  Have  you  stated  in  the  Corporation  at 
any  time  that  you  were  in  favour  of  having  the 
public-houses  in  town  and  country  open  from  two 
to  six  on  Sundays  ? — I have  myself  personally. 
That  was  my  own  view.  I think  I stated  that 
the  partial  closing  in  Ireland  never  got  a fair 
trial.  That  formerly  it  was  a question  of  Sunday 
closing,  or  continuous  opening,  and  I thought 
that  if  the  question  of  a lew  hours  on  Sunday 
were  put  properly  before  the  people  it  would 
have  had  a different  result. 

3366.  Are  you  of  the  same  opinion  still'!' — 
Yes ; but  I think  that  the  opinion  of  the  country 
now,  so  far  as  I have  experienced  it,  is  that 
being  closed  in  the  country  they  would  let  them 
remain  so. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3367.  You  gave  us  a reason  why  you  consider 
that  drunkenness  had  decreased  that  you  only 
met  with  two  cases  of  working  men,  on  an 
average,  at  the  Bridewell  on  Sunday  morning, 
and  also  that  the  tjreat  majority  were  of  the  un- 
fortunate class  ? — Yes;  or  some  mornings  there 
would  be  more,  but  that  was  about  the  average. 

3368.  And  also  that  you  consider  that  not 
more  than  1 per  cent,  of  the  entire  population 
drink  to  excess  on  Sunday  ? — Yes,  that  is  my 
opinion.  I meant  that  the  initiation  of  it  was  the 
Saturday  night’s  business. 

3369.  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  if  the  police 
properly  did  their  duty  there  would  be  no  neces- 
sity for  any  Parliamentary  action  with  reference 
to  closing?- If  the  police  did  their  duty  for 
years  as  regards  publicans,  because  it  is  an  illegal 
act  giving  drink  to  persons  who  are  already 
under  the  influence  of  drink,  and  I am  quite 
confident  that  it  would  hardly  be  necessary  to 
hold  this  inquiry. 

3370.  Then  you  would  consider  that  the  pres- 
sure should  be  brought  upon  the  police  to 
perform  their  duties  properly,  and  that  that 
would  be  better  than  initiating  any  legislation 
on  the  subject? — I do  not  know  who  is  to  bring 
pressure  on  the  police. 

3371.  The  proper  police  authorities,  I pre- 
sume, would  be  the  persons? — If  I were  to  give 
an  opinion  upon  that,  it  is  not  what  the  country 
demands  that  it  gets  on  that  subject. 

3372.  Do  not  you  think  that  your  expression 
of  opinion  here  to-day  as  a public  man  and  as 
twice  Mayor  of  Cork  ought  to  have  considerable 
effect  upon  the  police  authorities? — Considering 
that  I was  arresled  for  trying  to  regulate  it 
myself,  and  was  sent  to  prison,  I do  not  see 
how  it  could. 

3373.  That  is  rather  beside  the  question?— 
I must  say  that,  so  far  as  I am  concerned,  no 
friendly  relations  exist  between  myself  and  the 
police  authorities.  I am  quite  of  opinion  that 
the  plain  policeman  who  shows  disrespect  to  me 
is  the  next  for  promotion. 

3374.  You  do  not  give  your  opinion  as  regards 
the  non-performance  of  duty  by  the  police  in 
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consequence  of  their  attitude  towards  you  ? — I 
believe  that  they  have  never  done  their  duty  as 
regards  publicans,  inasmuch  as  they  never  have 
brought  up  publicans  for  years,  although  they 
coulcl  see  the  people  going  through,  and  they 
could  almost  search  the  houses  if  they  chose. 
They  do  not  apply  the  detective  system  properly 
to  discover  those  who  are  drunk,  and  to  prevent 
those  unfortunate  creatures  who  have  already 
drunk  going  in. 

3375.  Will  you  kindly  answer  my  question 
directly.  You  have  not  expressed  the  opinion 
that  you  are  now  giving  as  regards  the  non- 
performance of  their  duties  by  the  police  in 
consequence  of  their  attitude  and  action  towards 
you  ? — I can  answer  that  question  in  this  way. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3376.  How  long  have  you  been  Mayor? — 
This  is  my  second  year. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

3377.  I was  asking  you  if  you  are  influenced 
in  giving  your  opinion  by  the  action  of  the 
police  towards  yourself  personally? — If  you  ask 
me  on  public  grounds,  1 will  say  that  they  have 
never  done  their  duty  in  that  way,  inasmuch  as 
the  returns  of  the  police  office  will  not  show 
whether  they  have  brought  up  publicans  for 
giving  drink  to  intoxicated  persons. 

3378.  You  are  not  influenced  in  giving  that 
opinion  by  their  action  towards  you  ? — Ceriainly 
not,  because  it  is  a crying  shame  lor  years,  as  the 
records  of  the  police  office  will  tell  us. 

3379.  I understand  you  to  say  that  not  a 
single  publican  was  summoned  during  the  first 
year  of  your  office  for  a violation  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act? — So  far  as  my  own  action  is 
concerned,  I directed  the  attention  of  the  police 
to  this  particular  case,  where  a poor  boy  was 
sent  out  by  a publican  after  he  had  made  him 
drunk,  and  he  was  picked  up  in  the  street 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3380.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  Sunday 
drinking  ? — It  was  some  other  day,  but  the  same 
evil  would  apply  all  round. 

Mr.  Peter  M'  Donald. 

3381.  Your  point  is  that  several  evils  arise,  as 
you  may  say,  from  the  existing  state  of  things, 
that  is  to  say,  from  drinking  clubs  and  shebeens ; 
I believe  that  you  consider  that  the  shebeens  are 
the  worst  of  all,  do  you  not? — Shebeens  and 
clubs,  if  they  grow  to  any  extent  where  drink 
could  be  consumed,  I think  would  be  a great 
evil. 

3382.  Would  not  you  consider  that  home- 
drinking is  a greater  evil  than  either  of  the  other 
two? — I do  not  think  it  would  be  so  great  an 
evil  as  the  shebeen.  Young  men  knowr  that  their 
parents  are  at  home,  but  they  come  in  at  all  hours 
from  the  shebeens. 

3383.  A former  witness  was  asked  if  a supply 
of  alcoholic  drink  was  taken  home  on  Saturday 
night  what  would  be  the  result,  and  his  answer 
was  that  there  would  be  very  little  of  it  left  for 
Sunday.  Is  that  your  opinion? — My  opinion  is 
that  our  people  are  not  so  fond  of  drink  as  to  take 
it  home  as  a custom  for  the  sake  of  drinking.  I 
believe  that  many  of  our  people  take  a drink,  or 

say 
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say  two  or  three  drinks,  and  drink  too  much  be- 
cause of  the  custom  of  going'into  public-houses  and 
standing  drink  after  drink. 

3384.  I would  be  glad  if  you  would  answer 
my  question,  first,  directly,  and  then  give  an 
explanation  afterwards,  what,  in  your  opinion, 
would  be  the  result  of  taking  home  liquor  on 
Saturday  night  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  for 
Sunday  ; would  it  remain  over  until  Sunday  ? — 
I cannot  say  ; if  the  family  were  sober  on  Satur- 
day night,  possibly  it  would  remain  over  till 
Sunday. 

3385.  Taking  the  average  artizan,  what  would 
you  say? — If  he  was  sober  on  Saturday  night  I 
think  it  would  remain  till  Sunday. 

3386.  But  if  some  friends  dropped  in,  perhaps 
on  Saturday  night,  or  early  on  Sunday  morning, 
how  would  it  be?  -That  abuse  could  exist  still. 

3387.  And  that  abuse  would  be  likely  to  grow, 
would  it  not?  - I do  not  think  it  could  ever  grow 
to  any  extent  which  could  make  it  have  such  bad 
effects  as  Saturday  night  drinking  does. 

3388.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  no  evasion 
of  the  hond  fide  travellers  system  in  the  suburbs 
of  Cork,  as  a rule? — There  need  not  be  if  the 
police  did  their  duty.  Of  course  there  is  no 
evasion. 

3389.  You  would  not  extend  the  limit  beyond 
three  miles  for  the  reasons  you  have  already 
given  ? — I would  not  extend  it.  I was  not  asked 
for  my  reasons.  One  reason  why  I would  not 
extend  the  limit  beyond  three  miles  would  be 
this:  you  might  go  a little  above,  but  I would 
not  put  it  at  seven  miles  under  any  circum- 
stances. 

3390.  How  far  is  Blarney  from  Cork  ? — About 
seven  miles. 

3391.  Would  not  it  be  a deprivation  to  the 
citizens  of  Cork,  and  the  visitors  that  come  to 
Cork,  and  who  drive  to  see  the  beauties  of  Blar- 
ney?— My  opinion  upon  that  subject  is,  that 
people  do  not  and  will  not  vote  for  it  ; the  Le- 
gislature ought  not  to  make  a hard  and  fast  act 
in  suburbs  near  cities,  because  what  would  suit 
one  city  may  not  suit  another,  according  to  the 
distance  of  the  suburb,  and  you  should  leave  to 
the  Privy  Council  the  extension  if  they  thought 
fit,  and  not  to  stick  to  the  particular  limit.  You 
might  leave  it  to  the  Privy  Council  on  a re- 
quisition from  the  municipal  authority,  deter- 
mining whether  they  would  apply  it  to  a dis- 
tance outside  three  miles.  You  may  make  an 
Act  of  Parliament  very  plain  ; but  an  Act  of 
Parliament  that  would  apply  to  Belfast  would 
be  thoroughly  unsuitable  for  Cork.  An  Act  of 
Parliament  that  is  suitable  for  Dublin  may  be 
very  unsuitable  for  some  other  districts.  You 
must  take  into  account  the  suburban  little  vil- 
lages near  cities,  and  the  Privy  Council,  on  the 
representation  of  the  local  authority,  would,  in 
my  opinion,  be  the  persons  who  ought  to  have 
the  power. 

3392.  Then  you  would  draw  no  hard  and  fast 
line? — No,  1 could  not  draw  a hard  and  fast 
line. 

3393.  You  have  given  your  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  Blarney ; would  you  apply  the  same 
opinion  to  Blackrock.  I suppose  there  are  a 
great  number  of  citizens  who  walk  down  the 
embankment  to  Blackrock  on  Sundays  ? — Yes  ; 
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I think  it  is  a great  hardship  to  the  citizens,  that 
in  one  of  the  best  walks  they  have,  they  should 
not  be  permitted  to  get  refreshment  at  Black- 
rock ; that  is  a thiug  with  regard  to  which  I 
would  say  the  Privy  Council,  through  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  municipality,  might  execute,  and 
it  might  be  left  to  them,  because  hard  and  fast 
rules  cannot  apply  to  all  countries. 

3394.  Blackrock  is  not  three  miles  from  Cork, 
is  it  ? — No ; that  is  the  reason  why  I say  that, 
taking  the  townships  and  the  municipalities,  you 
want  a proper  expression  of  opinion  from  them, 
whether  they  would  or  would  not  have  the  Act 
to  apply  to  such  places. 

3395.  That  would  place  Blackrock,  Passage, 
and  Crosshaven  without  the  exception  ? — Yes  ; 
but  I fancy  that  the  Act  must  start  somewhere, 
and  it  started  at  three  miles  ; but  when  it  does 
not  come  beyond  three  miles  they  ought  to 
leave  it  to  the  Privy  Council,  on  a representa- 
tion from  the  local  board,  whether  they  would  or 
would  not  make  it  permissive  if  they  extended 
the  distance  under  the  Travellers’  Act. 

3396.  At  Queenstown,  and  such  other  places, 
the  traveller  is  at  liberty  at  present ; is  he  not 
beyond  seven  miles  ? — Yes,  beyond  the  seven 
miles  there  would  be  liberty. 

3397.  Whether  the  seven  mile  radius  was  in 
the  Act  or  not  ? — Yes. 

3398.  But  you  would  consider  that  if  the  three 

mile  radius  be  not  continued,  there  should  be 
power  given  to  the  local  authority  or  the  Privy 
Council? — To  the  Privy  Council  on  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  local  authority.  • 

3399.  You  mean  to  modify  the  rule  as  regards 
certain  suburban  districts  ? — Certainly  ; that 
they  might  get  certain  powers  beyond  that. 

3400.  As  regards  the  general  feeling  in  Cork, 
you  have  expressed  your  opinion  that  only  one 
meeting  has  been  held  for  or  against,  and  that 
there  has  not  been  an  exhaustive  idea  of  what 
the  general  feeling  is  ? — N o ; so  much  so,  that 
taking  those  whom  I have  had  an  opportunity  of 
meeting,  I could  not  say  on  which  side  is  the 
preponderance  of  opinion  taking  the  entire  mass 
of  the  citizens. 

3401.  I believe  the  result  of  the  voting  of  the 
Corporation,  taking  the  principal  vote  into 
account,  was  that  there  were  four  times  a.s  many 
members  of  the  Corporation  against  Sunday 
closing  as  there  were  in  favour  of  it? — There 
were. 

3402.  That  is  to  say,  20  to  5 ? — Yes. 

3403.  The  chief  users  of  public-houses,  that  is 
the  working  classes,  as  represented  by  the  Trades’ 
Association,  gave  a unanimous  opinion  that  the 
houses  should  not  be  totally  closed  on  Sundays  ? 
— They  did. 

3404.  Did  they  express  their  opinion  as  to 
earlier  closing  on  Saturdays  ? — 1 cannot  say 
from  memory. 

3405.  Were  not  the  greater  number  of  the 
public  that  attended  at  the  further  meeting  which 
was  convened  by  you  temperance  advocates? — 
No ; they  were  not  entirely  temperance  advo- 
cates, but  most  of  them  were. 

3406.  What  are  called  blue-ribbon  men,  were 
they  not? — They  are  not  what  are  called  blue- 
ribbon  men.  There  are  a great  many  of  them 
who  take  such  an  interest  in  our  poor  people  who 
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drink  too  much,  that  they  believe  it  is  a work  of 
the  highest  degree  of  philanthropy  to  try  and 
save  any  one  whom  they  see  continually’  drink- 
ing, whenever  they  by  example  come  to  that 
degree  of  perfection,  hoping  that  their  example 
may  help  those  erring  ones  to  begin  to  lead  a new 
life. 

3407.  Some  of  those  who  are  most  interested 
in  the  promotion  of  temperance  did  attend  that 
meeting,  did  they  not? — Yes. 

3408.  A large  number  were  total  abstainers  ? 
— And  a large  number  were. 

3409.  You  would  recommend  the  closing  of 
public-houses  at  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday 
evening  ? — Yes. 

3410.  Would  not  that  be  a very  considerable 
and  material  injury  to  the  members  of  the  trade  ? 
— I daresay  it  would  be  objectionable  to  them, 
but  taking  it  all  in  all,  and  considering  that  they’ 
have  16  hours  a day  to  trade,  more  than  any 
other  trade  in  the  community,  taking  into  account 
that  they  trade  on  Sundays,  I think  that  they  get 
fair  facilities  for  the  vending  of  their  goods. 

3411.  Would  you  yourself  like,  as  a wholesale 
draper,  to  be  compelled  to  close  your  establish- 
ment at  an  hour  that  you  did  not  like  ? — The 
Government  look  upon  the  granting  of  licenses 
for  public-houses  as  a danger,  and  they  always 
impose  certain  restrictions  on  it  which  they  do 
not  on  other  trades,  l hat  would  be  my  only  way 
of  dealing  with  them. 

3412.  i)o  not  you  consider  that  if  restrictions 
arc  placed  upon  any  class  of  trades  there  ought 
to  be  adequate  compensation  for  their  being  pre- 
vented carrying  on  their  lawful  businesses? — 
Unquestionably  I do.  Take  country  publicans. 
It  seems  very  hard  that  they  are  treated  under 
an  Act  of  Parliament  which  exists,  with  the 
guarantee  of  the  State,  that  their  trade  would  not 
be  interfered  with,  and  they  do  feel  that  un- 
doubtedly you  have  taken  more  than  half  their 
income  away  from  them  by  closing  on  Sunday  ; 
but  if  at  the  same  time  it  is  for  the  social  good  of 
the  many,  the  State  ought  to  take  certain  pre- 
cautions so  that  they  might  apply  to  a court  of 
law  or  somehow  for  relief. 

3413.  It  is  not  the  individual  trader  so  much 
that  has  to  bear  the  loss  ? — I think,  then,  that  he 
has  quite  as  much  right  to  compensation  as  any 
other  class  in  the  community  whose  trade  or 
whose  income  is  injured  by  legislation. 

3414.  You  are  quite  aware,  are  you  not,  that 
a large  number  of  spirit  traders  purchased  their 
establishments  on  the  belief  that  the  present 
existing  course  of  things  would  be  continued  ? — 
Yes;  1 was  going  to  come  to  that.  I say  that 
some  of  them,  particularly  in  the  rural  districts, 
have  spent  their  little  means  and  invested  them 
in  those  houses,  and  they  would  be  confiscated, 
inasmuch  as  the  closing  on  Sundays  did  do  away 
with  the  consumption  ; there  is  no  question  about 
that.  That  is  a matter  for  the  Legislature  to  take 
into  account,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  that  in  the 
rural  districts,  at  all  events,  because  on  Sunday 
in  former  years  they  derived  as  much  receipts  as 
in  the  whole  week,  in  some  of  them,  and  that  was 
a fair  matter  and  a legitimate  matter  for  the 
Legislature  to  take  into  account. 

3415.  You  are  also  aware,  are  you  not,  that  a 
great  number  of  people  when  they  have  got  new 
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licenses  have  made  improvements  in  their  pre- 
mises, and  have  undergone  other  expense  under 
the  belief  that  the  existing  course  would  be  con- 
tinued ? — Quite  so. 

3416.  Would  you  not  consider  it  a very  great 
injury  and  almost  an  injustice  that  by  any  Act 
of  Parliament  they  should  be  robbed  of  any  out- 
lay that  they  have  incurred  ? — I do  think  it 
would  be  a hardship. 

3417.  If  the  community  in  general  are  to  be 
made  more  sober  it  should  be  rather  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  State  than  at  the  expense  of  indivi- 
dual traders  who  are  injured? — 1 think  the  State 
ought  to  be  the  party  who  would  bear  any  bur- 
then for  the  social  welfare  of  the  community, 
not  that  they  would  make  any  people  sober,  but 
undoubtedly  it  would  materially  lessen  the  com- 
mitments to  prison  and  pay  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  prisons  ; and  if  it  led  to  keep  any  of  them 
out  of  the  asylums,  and  if  it  led  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  public  health  generally,  I .should  say 
that  the  mere  expenditure  of  the  public  funds  to 
give  those  in  the  rural  districts,  particularly, 
some  compensation  ; I am  not  going  to  sav  how 
much  it  ought  to  be  ; would  be  a considerable 
benefit  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3418.  Your  corporation  in  Cork  consists  of 
56  ; what  number  of  that  body  are  directly  or 
indirectly  connected  with  the  spirit  or  licensing 
trade  ? — I do  not  know  how  you  would  say  in- 
directly. I could  not  say  indirectly,  for  I have 
no  idea  whatever,  but  I could  almost  number 
those  who  are  directly  interested  in  the  trade, 
and  they  would  be,  I should  say,  about  12.  It 
may  be  more,  or  it  may  be  less ; I am  only  giving 
it  from  memory. 

3419.  Are  you  aware  that  there  arc  15 
members  of  the  corporation  who  are  directly  or 
indirectly  connected  with  the  wine  and  spirit 
trade  ? — I said  directly  interested  in  it.  As  near 
as  I can  come  to  it,  and  so  far  as  my'  opinion 
goes,  I have  given  you  my  opinion. 

3420.  In  your  opinion  there  are  there  about 
one-fourth  of  the  corporation  connected  with  the 
spirit  trade? — Not  entirely  as  publicans,  but  in 
the  spirit  trade,  either  wholesale  or  retail ; we 
will  put  it  in  that  modest  way.  We  have  no 
brewers  in  the  corporation. 

3421.  At  the  meeting  of  the  town  council  on 
the  6th  cf  April,  when  there  were  23  members 
present,  and  at  a time  when  the  resolution  was 
passed  in  favour  of  things  as  they  are  very  much 
in  Cork,  how  many  of  those  23  who  were  present 
at  that  meeting  were  connected  with  the  liquor 
trade,  when  in  a somewhat  irregular  manner  the 
proposition  was  put  against  Sunday  closing  in 
Cork  ? — I was  guilty,  perhaps,  of  the  irregularity 
myself,  because  I like  to  give  as  many'  facilities 
as  possible  to  deputations. 

3422.  How  many  of  those  23  were  more  or 
leso  connected  with  the  liquor  trade? — From 
memory,  and  subject  to  correction,  for  I have  not 
the  minutes  to  read  over  of  the  notes,  my  re- 
collection is  not  more  than  seven  or  eight. 

3423.  A further  meeting  was  summoned  spe- 
cially to  consider  the  question  of  Sunday'  closing 
on  Wednesday  the  18th  of  April?  — Yes. 

3424.  Out  of  your  whole  corporation  of  56,  on 
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your  own  nccount  there  were  only  28  present? — 
There  are  some  public  men  who  are  very  cautious; 
they  cannot  make  up  their  minds  on  public  ques- 
tions, and  they  remain  neutral ; that  is  the  only 
way  I can  explain  it.  I consider  it  a fair  attend- 
ance. 

3425.  What  is  the  average  attendance  of  the 
Cork  Council? — That  was  an  average  attend- 
ance unless  for  a party  vote,  when  all  the  forces 
are  brought  up. 

3426.  You  mean  for  a special  circumstance  ? — 
Yes. 

3427-  Do  you  not  consider  this  question  of 
Sunday  closing  a very  special  circumstance  ? — 
Some  people’s  opinion  is  so  divided  on  it  that 
they  would  remain  neutral,  fearing  that  they 
would  err  on  the  one  side  or  the  other. 

3428.  As  a municipal  question  at  any  former 
elections,  has  the  question  of  Sunday  closing  been 
before  the  electorate  ? — Not  during  my  time. 

3429.  I think  you  stated  that,  so  far  as  your 
experience  went,  not  more  than  1 per  cent,  of  the 
population  were  intoxicated  on  Sundays? — I do 
not  think  it  would  be  so  many  as  that. 

3430.  Do  you  know  what  1 per  cent,  of  the 
population  amounts  toon  the  population  of  Cork  ? 
— One  per  cent,  would  be  about  804. 

3431.  The  population  of  Cork  is  over  80,000, 
so  that  1 per  cent,  would  be  800? — Yes,  there 
is  not  anything  of  that  sort;  1 should  say  one  in 
every  thousand  would  be  more  like  it. 

3432.  You  complained  of  the  existence  of  clubs 
in  Cork;  how  many  clubs  are  there  in  Cork ? — 
There  are  a number  of  clubs. 

3433.  Are  there  more  than  four  clubs?  — 
There  are  clubs  that  are  not  known  to  the  out- 
side world  at  all. 

3434.  Bogus,  or  drinking  clubs  ? — I would  not 
call  them  drinking  clubs.  Some  of  the  clubs  are 
got  up  for  intellectual  reasons,  and  are  the  highest 
class  of  clubs,  and  for  the  reason  1 gave  my 
opinion  that  they  are  a very  intelligent  body  of 
men  ; and  you  may  put  them  against  any  men  of 
the  same  class  in  the  world  for  intelligence. 

3435.  There  is  a boat  club,  is  there  not,  in 
Cork,  and  various  little  clubs  of  that  description  ? 
—Yes. 

Mr.  Johnston. 

3436.  A boat  club  would  not  come  under  the 
character  of  a drinking  club  ? — A boat  club  can 
take  in  any  of  its  members  at  any  hour  and  give 
them  drink.  There  are  certain  other  clubs,  but 
it  is  rather  invidious  for  the  mayor  to  be  naming 
clubs  where  people  could  get  drink  at  all  hours. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3437.  What  hour  on  Saturday  do  the  working 
peopde  of  Cork  leave  off  work  ? — Generally  at 
two  o’clock. 

3438.  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  houses  of  the  working  classes? — I 
have  a general  experience  of  them. 

3439.  What  is  their  condition? — The  condi- 
tion of  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  in  Cork 
is  very  bad.  I may  say  that  I am  connected 
with  a scheme  by  which  74  houses  were  built  by 
the  corporation  for  them,  and  we  intended  ex- 
tending that  scheme,  and  I am  to  await  an  inter- 
view with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  now  in 
connection  with  it,  because  we  find  them  very 
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uncomfortable,  in  granting  us  money  to  secure 
houses.  It  is  just  as  well  that  you  should  know 
why  our  working  people  are  so  badly  housed. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3440.  A magistrate  from  Dublin,  one  of  the 
city  magistrates.  Mr.  O’Donel,  stated  that  the 
true  solution  of  the  question  was  the  improve- 
ments that  should  be  made  in  artizaus’  dwellings 
and  working  men’s  dwellings ; have  you  any 
observation  to  make  on  that  opinion  of  Mr. 
O’Donel,  who  said  that  it  would  have  more  effect 
that  any  legislation  ? — I may  say  that  the  de- 
crease in  drunkenness  which  is  so  observable 
amongst  our  people,  as  naturally  would  be  so,  is 
due  to  the  advance  of  the  education  of  people, 
and  their  elevation  in  the  social  circle.  You 
must  first  elevate  them  in  the  social  scale,  and 
give  them  facilities,  and  do  everything  you  can  to 
make  them  as  working  men  in  other  countries 
are.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  that  will  go 
very  far  towards  doing  away  with  drunkenness. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

3441.  Have. you  a list  of  convictions  for  Sun- 
day drunkenness?  — No,  except  what  would  come 
casually  under  my  observation. 

3442.  You  cannot  tell  us  the  number  in  any 
year?— I have  stated  before  that  the  statistics  of 
the  number  of  convictions  in  cities  for  Sunday 
drinking,  as  applied  to  Cork,  are  most  erroneous, 
because  the  cases  on  Saturday  night  and  on  Sun- 
day are  brought  up  on  Monday  morning,  so  that 
they  are  for  two  days.  Then  there  is  a class  that 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  Cork  Police  Office, 
the  class  of  unfortunates  who  it  is  very  much  to 
he  regretted  are  regularly  there,  and  if  they  were? 
taken  out  the  number  would  be  very  small.. 
When  you  go  to  the  Bridewell  on  a Sunday  morn- 
ing you  may  find  20  there,  and  out  of  those  20 
there  might  be  9 or  10  who  are  prostitutes,  so 
that  such  statistics  are  quite  erroneous. 

3443.  I asked  if  you  have  any  returns  of  defi- 
nite convictions  for  any  number  of  years  of  Sun- 
day drunkennessin  Cork  ? — I have  no  such  return. . 
It  is  only  on  Monday  morning  ihat  the  Saturday 
night  and  Sunday  cases  are  brought  up. 

3444.  Are  you  aware  of  the  number  of  employes . 
on  an  average  in  the  licensed  houses  in  Cork ; 
there  are  613  of  them  altogether;  do  you  say 
that  there  would  be  about  three  or  lour  in  each  ? 
— If  you  have  a return  there  it  would  be  for  all 
classes  of  licenses  between  grocers  and  publicans.  . 
I suppose. 

Chairman. 

3445.  Can  you  state  it  or  can  you  not  ? — I could 
not. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

3446.  You  could  form  no  idea  of  the  number 
of  employes  in  those  houses  ? — No ; there  are  530 
holding  seven- day  licenses. 

3447.  Would  you  think  that  there  are  three 
or  lour  employes  in  each  of  those  establishments? 
— There  would  not  be  so  many.  Mostly  the  pub- 
licans do  the  business  with  their  own  families. 
There  are  some  public-houses  where  they  would 
not  have  any  outside  their  own  families,  or  they 
might  have  a barmaid.  I should  also  say,  with 
regard  to  Cork,  that  I think  if  there  is  any  legis- 
lation on  the  subject,  having  regard  to  the 

T 3 number 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


150 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


30  April  1888.]  Mr.  O’Brien.  [ Continued. 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued, 
number  of  public-houses  that  are  there  already, 
there  ought  to  be  direct  legislation  preventing 
any  more  of  them. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

3448.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  country 
districts  round  Cork  ? — Perfectly  well.  I lived 
in  the  country  myself  when  I served  my 
apprentiship. 

3449.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  pre- 
valence or  otherwise  of  illicit  distillation  ? — I do 
not  think  it  exists  to  any  extent. 

3450.  Not  even  in  the  country  districts? — 
There  may  be  one  part  of  the  county  Cork 
where  it  exists,  but  only  one  part. 

3451.  In  your  judgment  have  the  Sunday 
Closing  Acts  tended  to  encourage  illicit  distilla- 
tion ? — I do  not  think  so. 

3452.  Then  when  you  spoke  of  the  power  of 
drunkards  always  to  obtain  drink  on  Sundays, 
that  was  not  one  of  the  sources  you  had  in  your 
mind  ? — No,  it  was  the  source  of  certain  badly  con- 
ducted houses  which  they  know  as  well  as  anything 
else.  They  find  them  out  and  get  drink  there. 

3453.  You  have  stated  that  more  strict  super- 
vision by  the  police  would  bring  up  more  cases 
of  serving  drink  when  public-houses  ought  to  be 
closed? — Yes,  when  public-houses  ought  to  be 
closed  ; and  there  is  a greater  evil  still,  and  I do 
not  wish  to  go  outside  it.  I wish  to  keep  firmly 
impressed  on  the  Committee  the  necessity  of 
bringing  up  publicans  who  would  give  drink  to 
people  when  intoxicated,  which  is  a great  scandal 
in  our  country. 

3454.  Would  that  apply  generally  to  Cork,  or 
would  it  be  one  class  only  ? — It  would  apply 
generally  ; and  I have  heard  many  publicans 
say  they  wished  it  was  in  force,  because  it  would 
remove  any  stigma  that  was  attached  to  their 
trade.  The  majority  of  them  would  be  quite 
willing  that  the  police  should  do  that  and  have 
more  surveillance. 

3455.  When  persons  are  brought  up  for  being 
drunk  on  Sundays  do  you  take  notice,  as  far  as 
you  can,  of  the  places  where  they  have  obtained 
their  drink?— I have  reprimanded  the  con- 
stabularly  myself,  and  I have  used  the  words, 
“ Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  if  you  followed  it  up 
you  would  not  surely  know  the  class  of  house  he 
came  out  of  ? ” 

3456.  Does  it  transpire  generally,  or  frequently, 
where  they  obtain  drink  in  Cork  V — There  are 
certain  houses  they  can  get  it  in. 

3457.  But  where  cases  are  heard  in  Cork  does 
the  source  from  which  they  obtain  their  drink 
often  transpire  ? — It  does  transpire.  I have  seen 
them  brought  into  the  Bridewell  between  nine  and 
ten  on  Sunday  morning,  when  the  houses  ai’e  closed. 

3458.  Should  you  have  power,  apart  from  any 
connection  with  the  police,  to  summon  a man 
against  whom  that  had  been  proved  ? — It  is  quite 
legal ; but  it  is  a thing  that  has  been  abadoned 
almost  altogether. 

3459.  You  have  been  asked  some  questions 
about  clubs  in  Cork ; I understood  you  to  say 
your  impression  is  those  clubs  are  increasing  ? — 
That  the  tendency  is  for  clubs  to  increase. 

3460.  When  you  advocate  earlier  Saturday 
night  closing,  you  would  carry  with  that  the 
closing  of  a club  at  ^he  same  time  ? — Certainly. 


Mr.  Tomlinson  — continued. 

3461.  You  would  consider  it  detrimental  rather 
to  close  public-houses,  and  not  the  clubs  ? — One 
measure  without  the  other  would  be  an  advan- 
tage, but  I say  that,  in  order  that  the  Act  may 
be  productive  of  good  results,  and  that  the 
working  classes  should  not  have  the  excuse  of 
thinking  it  was  coercive,  those  who  would  other- 
wise enjoy  the  clubs  should  make  that  sacrifice. 

3462.  Is  Saturday  the  market  day  in  Cork  ? 
— Not  regularly  a market  day;  in  fact,  every 
day  is  a market  day  in  Cork. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3463.  But  Saturday  is  the  market  day  ? — It 
is  partly. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

3464.  Do  people  come  in  large  numbers  on 
Saturdays  ? — They  do,  but  they  come  in  large 
numbers  on  Thursdays. 

3465.  What  time  do  the  country  people  leave 
on  Saturdays? — They  leave  sometimes  by  one 
o’clock,  and  sometimes  they  may  stop  late.  They 
leave  by  trains  that  will  suit.  We  have  a num- 
ber of  trains  coming  into  Cork  now;  in  fact,  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  and  twenty  years 
ago  are  so  varied.  It  is  an  age  of  advancement, 
and  the  trains  are  coming  in  now,  and  we  are 
also  building  tramways,  and  we  expect  to  go 
on. 

3466.  Is  a great  deal  of  marketing  done  by  the 
townspeople  of  Cork  on  Saturdays?— A great 
deal. 

3467.  Up  to  what  hour  iu  the  evening  does 
that  continue? — The  bulk  of  the  marketing  con- 
tinues up  to  nine  o’clock ; the  heavy  trading. 
There  are  two  classes  of  trading ; the  heavy 
trade,  such  as  the  family  trade,  which  Ceases  at 
six  o’clock,  but  a great  deal  of  trading  continues 
from  six,  perhaps,  up  to  nine. 

3468.  Do  the  people  buy  their  groceries  up  to 
nine  o’clock? — They  do. 

3469.  Are  the  publicans  grocers  as  well  in 
Cork  ? — In  some  places  they  are.  It  is  a growing 
custom  to  find  the  grocers  applying  for  licenses 
in  the  city ; in  fact  they  are  on  the  increase. 

3470.  If  you  closed  the  publicrhouses  at  eight 
o’clock  on  Saturdays,  you  would  practically  cut 
off  an  hour  from  the  time  during  which  people 
buy  groceries  on  Saturday  evening? — I would 
for  those  who  have  grocers’  licenses. 

347 1.  It  would  tend  to  curtail  the  hours  during 
which  people  now  buy  their  groceries  ? — It  would 
to  a small  extent. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3472.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  all  the  respectable 
licensed  traders  of  Cork  are  actually  grocers  ? — 
They  are  not. 

3473.  Most  of  the  respectable  grocers  are 
licensed,  are  they  not  ? — Most  of  the  respectable 
ones  are  not  licensed. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

3474.  A question  was  asked  about  Blackrock  ; 
is  Blackrock  within  the  borough  of  Cork  ? — It  is 
ontside  the  borough. 

3475.  Then  the  Sunday  closing  at  present 
applies  to  Blackrock? — It  does. 

3476.  Supposing  you  had  the  power,  would 

you 
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Mr.  'Tomlinson — continued, 
you  prefer  tliat  the  Blackrock  public-houses 
should  be  open  during  the  hours  you  wish  ? — It 
is  hard  to  give  an  opinion  right  off.  I should 
like  to  make  some  inquiries  upon  it. 

3477.  It  seemed  to  me  your  previous  answer 
rather  tended  towards  that? — If  it  was  not  proved 
to  me  that  the  opening  might  produce  drunken- 
ness, I certainly  would  be  for  opening  those,  but 
if  it  were  proved  to  me  that  it  would  produce  ill 
results,  I should  not  be  for  opening  them.  Of 
course  I should  require  to  investigate  the  circum- 
stances. 

3478.  Can  you  form  any  impression  as  to  the 
quantity  of  liquor  consumed  in  Cork  and  the 
neighbourhood  in  the  course  of  the  year? — I 
could  not. 

Mr.  Tiiite. 

3479.  I think  you  stated  that  a great  many 
people  went  home  quietly  whom  they  never 
arrested  at  all  though  they  were  drunk? — There 
is  a degree  between  being  helpless  and  being 
able  to  make  their  way  home. 

3480.  Therefore  we  must  take  it  that  the 
police  statistics  do  not  at  all  represent  the  real 
state  of  things,  so  far  as  drunkenness  is  concerned 
in  the  city  ? — They  would  not. 

3481.  Do  you  think  that  on  the  whole  if  the 
police  did  their  duty  the  statistics  would  disclose 
a much  sadder  state  of  things  ?— I would  not  say 
so.  If  they  did  their  duty  I think  it  would  dis- 
close a better  state  of  things,  because  the  men 
would  be  caught  giving  the  drunkard  a drink, 
and  hauled  up,  and  his  license  endorsed,  and  we 
should  get  them  weeded  out  of  the  trade. 

3482.  That  is  so  far  as  the  publicans  are  con- 
cerned, but  on  the  whole  a great  many  people 
go  home  drunk  ? — 1 did  not  say  drunk. 

3483.  In  a state  of  intoxication  ? — I said  in 
that  degree,  and  you  can  well  understand  it, 
between  being  on  the  one  level  or  the  other. 

3484.  In  such  a state  as  would  incapacitate 
him  from  going  to  work  the  next  morning? — I 
do  not  think  so  ; but  they  would  have  taken  more 
than  would  be  good  for  them. 

3485.  I think  you  stated  that  the  Catholic 
clergy  were  divided  on  the  question  of  closing  in 
the  city  of  Cork  ? — On  total  closing  in  the  city 
of  Cork  there  is  a difference  of  opinion  between 
the  clergy  as  expressed  to  me. 

3486.  How  many  are  there  in  the  city  of  Cork 
altogether  ? — I do  not  know  exactly. 

3487.  Are  you  aware  that  44  of  the  Catholic 
clergy  signed  a requisition  to  the  mayor  calling 
the  meeting  ?—  I do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3488.  Here  is  a copy  of  the  requisition.  Will 
you  see  il  it  is  genuine.  There  are  44  Catholic 
clergymen  signing  that? — I his  is  genuine,  be- 
cause it  was  published  by  myself.  If  you  have 
checked  them,  and  say  there  are  44,  of  course  I 
will  accept  that. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

3489.  Evidently  that  is  the  majority  of  the 
Catholic  clergy  of  Cork? — There  are  clergymen 
whose  names  are  attached  to  this  who  do  not  live 
in  the  city  of  Cork,  so  that  perhaps  will  account 
for  it.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Sheehan  lives  within 
six  miles  of  Cork.  I know  these  clergymen 
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Mr.  Tuite — continued. 

intimately,  and  some  of  them  live  out  of  Cork. 
That  is  the  explanation  I find  ; I would  not  say 
that  there  are  several,  but  that  is  one  name. 

Chairman. 

3490.  Would  you  look  down  the  list  and  see 
if  there  are  any  who  live  outside  Cork  ? — There 
is  Canon  Maguire,  of  Ballincollig,  and  Canon 
M’Namara,  who  lives  in  Monkstown.  Canon 
M'Namara  expressed  to  myself,  after  he  had 
heard  my  amendment  in  the  council,  and  my 
opinion,  that  be  thought  I was  after  all  right  on 
the  partial  closing.  He  expressed  himself  in  that 
way  to  me. 

Mr.  O’Connor. 

3491.  Is  not  Canon  M'Namara  a sort  of.  second 
Father  Matthew  ? — He  is  a very  zealous  man  in 
the  temperance  cause,  and  has  spent  a good  deal 
of  time  at  it. 

3492.  All  his  life  ?— I think  nearly  all  his  life. 
He  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  it,  and  you  can  under- 
stand the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  who  would  come 
in  miles  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

3493.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  clery  of  other 
denominations  in  Cork  ? — I think  most  of  the 
other  clergymen  are  against  having  them  open. 
But  apart  from  that  there  is  a great  opinion 
amongst  some  clergymen  that  to  do  anything  on 
a Sunday,  even  to  cook  a dinner,  is  not  com- 
mendable from  their  point  of  view. 

3494.  You  have  spoken  of  the  evil  of  publi- 
cans giving  drink  to  persons  in  a state  of  intoxi- 
cation ; what  do  you  recommend  that  the  punish- 
ment or  penalty  for  that  should  be? — I expressed 
it  strongly  that  a third  offence  ought  to  involve 
forfeiture  of  the  license.  He  is  unfitted  to  hold 
a license.  In  America  they  make  them  respon- 
sible for  any  act  committed  by  the  man  when  he 
is  drunk,  as  accessory  to  the  fact,  the  same  as 
you  would  in  the  case  of  a conspiracy.  There  is 
no  doubt  the  punishment  ought  to  be  cancellation. 

Mr.  Johnston, 

3495.  You  presided  over  the  meeting  with 
great  satisfaction  to  yourself  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  on  the  20th  April? — Yes. 

3496.  Did  you  read  the  report  in  the  “ Cork 
Daily  Herald  ” of  the  next  day  ? — I did. 

3497.  Do  you  consider  it  an  accurate  report? 
--Yes,  substantially  correct. 

3498.  I think  at  that  meeting,  reading  from 
the  report,  you  said  : “ I have  been  called  upon 
by  a most  influential  requisition  to  convene  this 
public  meeting.  I am  very  glad  indeed  that  this 
hall  is  filled  to  such  an  immense  extent  by  what 
appears  to  me,  judging  from  the  appearance  of 
the  audience  to  be  composed  of  the  immense 
majority  of  the  working  men  and  artizans  of  this 
city  ” ? — W hat  I meant  was  that  the  immense 
majority  of  the  audience  was  composed  of  the 
working  men  and  artizans  of  the  city. 

3499.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  M.P., 
assert  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  no 
greater  calamity  could  happen  in  the  shape  of 
legislation  for  Ireland  than  the  repeal  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  in  the  rural  districts? — I 
did. 

3500.  Do  you  agree  with  that?-- 1 kn»w  that 
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Mr.  Johnston — continued, 
a much  greater  calamity  could  occur,  but  at  the 
same  time,  as  I give  my  opinion  now,  the  majority 
of  the  priests  and  clergymen,  and  all  1 have 
spoken  to  have  said  that  their  being  closed,  it 
would  not  be  well  to  re-open  them. 

3501.  Do  you  know  the  Rev.  Canon  D.  H. 
Powell  ? — Yes. 

3502.  Did  you  hear  him  say,  “He  would  take 
the  opinion  of  the  mass  of  his  fellow-countrymen, 
and  they  had  but  one  opinion,  and  all  cried  out, 
“ God  forbid  that  the  temptations  and  the  snare 
should  be  open  to  us  again  on  Sunday.  We  ai*e 
satisfied  ; we  are  pleased  ; but  extend  the  benefit 
and  take  in  the  whole  of  Ireland and  was  that 
statement  received  with  loud  applause  at  that 
meeting? — Yes;  I may  say  this,  that  evenif.there 
was  dissent  in  the  audience,  I am  quite  satisfied 
alter  my  appeal  to  them  they  would  have  obeyed 
me.  I asked  them  to  listen  attentively  to  the 
statements  of  any  speaker,  to  consider  his  words 
and  dwell  upon  them. 

3503.  Do  you  think  to  gratify  the  Mayor  of 
Cork  they  would  cheer  a sentence  they  did  not 
approve  of? — Those  who  did  dissent  would  re- 
main silent,  certainly. 

3504.  Do  you  know  the  Reverend  Canon 
Sheehan,  Administrator  ? — Yes. 

3505.  Did  you  hear  him  say  that  the  Catholic 
Bishops  of  Ireland  pronounced  with  one  voice 
that  Sunday  closing  had  been  an  unmixed  bless- 
ing?— Certainly  I understood  that  to  apply  to 
the  country  districts,  because  it  does  not  exist  in 
the  cities. 

3506.  Did  you  hear  him  also  say,  that  “ we 
believe  the  interests  of  the  community  demand 
it,  and  we  believe  that  it  will  be  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  masses  of  the  people  for  the 
honour  and  glory  of  Ireland”?— I did. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

3507.  I wish  to  ask  you  a few  questions  about 
Saturday.  Are  the  public-houses  in  Cork  con- 
ducted in  the  same  way  as  the  great  majority  of 
public-houses  in  Dublin  are  conducted.  That  is 
to  say,  is  the  public-house  in  Cork  the  place 
where  the  working-man  buys  his  groceries  and 
provisions  as  well? — It  is  not. 

3508.  Then  I may  take  it  that  Cork  in  that 
respect  differs  from  other  parts  of  Ireland,  and 
that  a public-house  in  Cork  is  a public-house  ? — 
It  differs  immensely  from  Dublin  in  that  respect. 
It  is  a public-house  as  far  as  the  working  man  is 
concerned. 

3509.  Still  keeping  to  Saturday  night,  what 
•do  you  think  the  opinion  of  the  Catholic  clergy 
would  be  as  a whole? — As  far  as  I know,  there 
is  not  one  dissentient  amongst  the  Catholic  clergy 
for  early  closing  on  Saturday  night.  Whilst  there 
is  a difference  of  opinion  on  the  Sunday,  there  is  no 
■difference,  as  far  as  1 know,  on  the  Saturday  night. 

3510.  I separate  them  advisedly.  Now  come 
to  the  Protestant  clergy.  What  is  the  Protestant 
population  in  Cork  ? — I could  not  say. 

3511.  As  a matter  of  fact,  I believe  it  is 
22,000,  but,  at  all  events,  there  is  a very  con- 
siderable Protestant  population  represented  by 
Protestant  clergy,  and,  I believe,  they  are  per- 
fectly unanimous  on  Saturday  early  closing. 
The  League  of  the  Cross  is  a very  extensive 
organisation  ? — It  is  I believe. 


Mx-.  T.  TV.  Russell — continued. 

3512.  There  has  been  no  such  temperance  or- 
ganisation in  Cork  since  Father  Matthew’s  davs? 
—No. 

3513.  It  numbers  a great  mass  of  the  working 
class  as  members? — It  numbers  a good  many  of 
them.  I should  rather  see  it  number  more  of 
them. 

3514.  The  League  of  the  Cross  held  a meeting 
on  this  question  which  you  have  not  referred  to, 
I think  ? — Yes. 

3515.  I find  a meeting  reported  in  the  “ Cork 
Herald”  on  Monday,  11th  April,  on  Father 
Matthew’s  anniversary,  at  which  you  presided  ? — 
Yes. 

3516.  And  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  M.p.,  and  Mr. 
Lane,  M.P.,  made  speeches.  That  is  another 
meeting  at  which  the  expression  of  opinion  was 
in  favour  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  closing? — 
That  is  quite  natural. 

3517.  That  is  a second  meeting  ? — Yes  ; it  was 
not  a meeting  convened  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

3518.  Was  that  an  ordinary  meeting  of  the 
League  of  the  Cross  ? — Certainly ; it  was  an 
ordinary  meeting,  except  that  it  was  the  anniver- 
sary of  Father  Matthew. 

Mr.  T.  fV.  Russell. 

3519.  It  was  a larger  meeting  than  usual  ? — 
On  account  of  the  anniversary. 

3520.  And  at  that  meeting  there  was  a strong 
expression  of  opinion  in  favour  of  Sunday  and 
Saturday  early  closing  ? — There  was. 

3521.  Cork  is  a centre  of  the  brewing  and 
distilling  trade, is  not  it ? — Yes;  outside  Dublin 
I think  it  is  the  next  lax-gest. 

3522.  Of  coui'se  that  would  have  a bearing  on 
the  public  opinion  of  the  city  natux-ally  ? — I do 
not  think  so.  There  is  a great  deal  of  what  you 
may  call  courageous  public  opinion  in  Ireland 
at  present,  and  it  is  a good  thing. 

3523.  A man  being  enxployed  in  a brewery  or 
distillery  has  no  effect  on  his  opinion?  — I do 
not  think  so.  I think  Jiis  arguments  would  be 
looked  upon  with  suspicion.  They  are  a very 
intelligent,  sharp  community  in  Cork. 

3524.  You  do  not  think  that  the  fact  that  the 
manufacture  of  drink  is  one  of  the  main  indus- 
tries of  Cork  would  have  any  effect  on  the  public 
opinion  in  Cork  on  this  question? — I do  not 
think  so. 

3525.  Wehavehad  this  meeting  at  the  Assembly 
Rooms  referred  to,  and  the  honourable  Member 
for  Tipperary  asked  you  to  exclude  from  your 
purview  the  Catholic  clergy ; is  there  any  reason 
why  you  should  exclude  from  your  purview  the 
Catholic  clergy  when  making  up  your  mind  as 
to  the  character  of  that  meeting ; was  it  not  a 
very  important  fact,  indeed,  that  Canon  O’Mahony 
and  Canon  Sheehan  should  appear  on  the  same 
platform  with  the  Protestant  Rector  of  Cork? — 
It  is  important. 

3526.  It  is  a thing  not  often  seen  in  Cork 
just  now? — There  is  no  doubt  that  they  feel  very 
much  on  the  Saturday  night  question. 

3527.  But  as  a matter  of  fact  the  resolutions 
covered  Sunday  and  Saturday  both  ? — They  did. 

3528.  You  did  give  it  as  an  opinion,  upon  a 
cursory  examination  of  this  requisition,  that  a 

considerable 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
considerable  number  of  those  on  the  platform 
were  temperance  advocates  ? — A considerable 
number. 

3529.  And  employers  of  labour?— The  em- 
ployers of  labour  were  not  so  very  numerous 
when  I look  at  that  list.  If  you  take  the  clerical 
element  out  of  it,  I think  it  would  be  thin. 

3530.  But  the  clerical  element  have  a vital 
interest  in  this  question  ? — They  have.  There 
can  be  no  people  speaking  with  more  authority 
on  this  question  than  the  clergymen. 

3531.  There  is  a very  prevalent  idea  in  England 
that  this  drink  is  an  article  of  food;  do  you 
think  that  that  idea  obtains  in  Ireland  ? — Indeed, 
it  does. 

3532.  Do  you  think  that  an  Irishman  looks 
upon  drink  as  part  of  his  food?— I think  he  looks 
on  one  portion,  porter  and  ale  particularly,  as  an 
article  of  food.  If  you  take  it  generally,  porter 
is  now  recommended  to  the  institutions.  It  is 
recommended,  for  instance,  in  the  lunatic  asylums. 

I know  I am  on  that  board,  and  our  porter  bill 
is  a good  one.  It  is  recommended  in  the  work- 
houses  and  hospitals,  and  I think,  with  such  a 
recommendation,  it  would  be  a very  bold  layman 
who  would  say  it  was  not  an  article  of  food. 

3533.  It  may  be  more  generally  recommended 
as  medicine? — I will  give  you  an  instance  of 
that.  In  the  fever  hospital  it  is  given  where 
patients  are  getting  convalescent ; therefore,  it 
would  be  medicinally  that  it  would  be  given. 

3534.  But  you  do  not  say,  taking  Ireland  as  a 
whole,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  have  the  same 
idea  about  drink  being  an  article  of  food  that 
people  have  in  England ; the  Irish  peasantry  do 
not  get  much  of  these  articles  as  food ; they 
drink  on  market  days? — The  Irish  peasantry,  as 
a rule,  drink  very  little.  The  greatest  fault  that 
I see  is  this,  that  the  Legislature  is  not  strict 
enough  in  the  supervision  of  the  quality  of  drink 
they  get. 

3535.  That  is  another  thing,  but  looking  at 
the  difference  of  opinion  which  exists  in  Cork  cm 
this  question,  is  it  your  opinion  that  a compromise 
between  the  two  parties  would  be  the  best  thing  ? 
—I  cannot  say  whether  it  would  be  the  best 
thing ; I have  given  my  own  opinion,  and  I am 
quite  satisfied  at  present  that  the  preponderance 
of  opinion,  taking  it  all  in  all,  is  in  favour  of 
partial  closing  on  Sunday  and  early  closing  .on 
Saturday  night.  The  preponderance  of  opinion 
is  that  way  unquestionably. 

3536.  And  that  is  a compromise  between  the 
extreme  vintners’  party  and  the  extreme  tem- 
perance party  ? — W e do  not  take  a vintners’ 
party.  The  vintners’  party,  with  the  public  men 
in  Cork,  could  have  no  effect  at  all ; we  look 
upon  it  as  to  how  it  will  affect  the  people. 

3537.  It  is  a compromise  between  the  view 
advocated  by  Alderman  Morgan  and  the  view 
advocated  by  Canon  O’Mahony  ? — It  might  be. 

3538.  Now,  to  come  to  the  Corporation.;  at 
the  first  meeting  that  was  held,  the  proceedings 
of  which  were  declared  to  be  illegal,  was  not  there 
a petition  adopted  to  be  sent  to  this  House  ? — 
No  ; a resolution  was  to  be  sent  to  this  House,  a 
resolution  of  the  Council. 

3539.  There  was  no  petition? — No  ; the  reso- 
lution was  to  be  sent  to  the  Ministers  named, 
Lord  Salisbury,  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  the  two  City 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

Members,  and,  as  a matter  of  fact,  we  got  an 
acknowledgment  from  Lord  Salisbury. 

3540.  As  regards  the  arrests,  I have  a Par- 
liamentary Return  here  of  the  Sunday  arrests  for 
six  months  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  in  the 
city  of  Cork,  and  for  six  months  after  it ; will 
you  take  it  in  your  hand,  and  tell  me  what  is  the 
total  for  six  months  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Act  ? —It  is  179. 

3541.  Then  what  do  you  find  to  be  the  total 
for  the  six  months  after  the  Act  came  into  opera- 
tion ? — One  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

3542.  Would  you  say  that  that  fairly  repre- 
sents the  drunkenness  of  Cork  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  ? — That  would  not  fairly  compare  with 
the  decrease  of  drunkenness  in  Cork.  I am  glad 
to  say  of  later  years  the  decrease  of  drunken- 
ness exceeds  that  ratio. 

3543.  That  is  largely  due  to  the  work  of  the 
League  of  the  Cross? — Yes;  and  you  know, 
as  people  become  educated,  they  have  the  feeling 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  so  degraded. 

3544.  Would  you  say  that  this  half  year  fairly 
represented  the  average  arrests  on  Sundays  in 
Cork  ?— I could  not  say  what  occurred  previously 
to  that.  I never  took  an  interest,  one  way  or  the 
other,  in  it  at  that  time. 

3545.  You  have  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
State  ought  to  compensate  strangers  with  whom 
it  interfered  in  this  way  ? — I said  in  rural  dis- 
tricts, particularly  where  the  Sunday  trading 
was  almost  their  sole  existence,  where  the  quan- 
tity consumed  on  a Sunday  would  be  equal  to 
the  quantity  consumed  all  the  week,  that  it  was 
legitimate  there  should  be  compensation  to  the 
occupier  of  that  house.  I would  not  apply  it, 
perhaps,  so  much  in  cities,  because  a publican 
would  say,  if  a man  has  5 s.  to  spend,  he  will 
spend  it  in  some  part  of  the  week,  and  what  I 
lose  on  the  Sunday  I shall  get  during  part  of  the 
week;  but  in  country  districts  I think  the  State 
ought  to  compensate  those  publicans. 

3546.  That  idea  carries  with  it  the  idea  that 
the  public  exists  for  the  publican ; did  you  ever 
take  the  idea  into  your  head  that  the  publican 
exists  for  the  public  ? — I think  the  Legislature 
must  have  considered  him  necessary  for.  the 
public,  or  they  would  not  have  granted  him  a 
license.  It  was  an  act  of  the  Legislature  and  an 
act  of  the  magistracy  to  give  the  license.  They 
believed  it  was  a place  where  reasonable  refresh- 
ments ought  to  be  vended ; that  was  the  original 
rule  of  public-house  licenses. 

3547.  Are  you  aware  that  every  publican, 
taking  his  license  from  the  magistrates,  knows 
perfectly  well  that  the  trade  he  is  about  to  em- 
bark upon  is  a trade  regulated  by  law  ? — He 
does,  and  so  do  railway  companies  ; in  fact,  every- 
thinc  is  subject  to  a change  of  legislation,  and  if 
that  were  to  apply,  it  should  apply  all  round. 
Everything  a man  does  is  subject  to  legislation, 
as  far  as  1 know. 

3548.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  month  of 
August  1878,  the  late  Mr.  P.  J.  Smith  moved  in 
the  House  to  arrest  the  third  reading  of  the 
Irish  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  order  to  insert 
compensation  clauses  9 — I was  not  aware. 

3549.  That  was  done,  and  rejected? — I did  not 
follow  the  thing  up  at  that  time.  I was  probably 
very  young  at  that  time. 

U 3550.  Your 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

3550.  Your  opinion  is,  that  the  main  breaches 
of  the  law  are  late  on  Saturday,  and  early  on 
Sunday  morning  ? — I say  that  the  Saturday 
night  produces  the  greater  number  of  charges, 
the  immense  number. 

3551.  That  is  that  Saturday  night  drinking 
leads  to  a continuation  of  the  drinking  after  hours? 
— I say  Saturday  night  of  itself.  If  you  were  to 
give  me  a chance  to-morrow  of  whether  I would 
have  the  Saturday  night  or  the  Sunday,  I say 
that  Saturday  night  drinking  is  a greater  evil 
than  the  whole  opening  on  Sunday,  so  strong  am 
I on  that.  I am  surprised  that  those  intei-ested 
in  total  abstinence  have  not  long  ago  tried  to 
collar  that  evil. 

3552.  There  are  a number  of  arrests  early  on 
Sunday  morning,  at  eight  o’clock,  nine  o’clock, 
and  ten  o’clock  ; do  you  not  think  that  the  late 
drinking  on  Saturday  tends  to  carry  on  the 
drinking  in  an  illicit  way  all  through  the  night  on 
to  the  Sunday  morning?--There  is  no  question 
about  it. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

3553.  I should  like  to  ask  one  consequential 
question ; you  are  not  in  favour  of  closing  houses 
altogether  or  curtailing  the  hours,  unless  side  by 
side  with  that  p imposition  there  should  also  be 
legislation  for  the  purpose  of  closing  clubs  at  the 
same  time  ? — Certainly  ; if  I could  not  can-y  the 
two  measures  I would  take  the  one ; I would 
take  the  Sunday  if  I could  not  get  the  other ; but 
I say  that  certainly  those  responsible  for  not 
passing  it  will  be  responsible,  to  a great  extent, 
for  the  partial  closing  on  Sunday  not  having  such 
good  results  from  it. 

3554.  You  would  have  the  hours  curtailed, 
even  though  clubs  remain  open  ? — Y es,  from  two 
to  six. 

3555.  Has  the  pimsent  Bishop  of  Cork  ex- 
pressed any  opinion  on  the  matter  ? — I am  not 
aware. 


Mr.  John  Charles  Gardiner, 
Chairman. 

3564.  I believe  you  have  some  further  Returns 
which  you  wish  to  hand  in  to  the  Committee  ? — 

1 have  had  a return  compiled  for  the  years  1874 
to  1887,  showing  the  number  of  arrests  each  week 
for  drunkenness,  or  for  drunkenness  combined 
with  any  other  offences,  and  also  the  number  of 
convictions  for  the  undermentioned  14  years.  A 
day  is  to  be  regarded  as  commencing  at  eight 
a.m.  and  terminating  at  eight  a.m.  on  the  following 
day.  { Delivering  in  the  same.') 

3565.  I asked  you  on  the  last  occasion  to  be  pre- 
pared  to  state  what  were  the  various  proceedings 
of  the  corporation,  but  1 will  not  repeat  that  ques- 
tion, because  the  Mayor  has  fully  stated  what  has 
occurred  at  the  various  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion at  which  this  question  was  discussed  ; .1  was 
also  asking  you  some  questions  on  the  last  occa- 
sion about  the  bond  fide  traveller ; have  you  any- 
thing to  add  to  what  you  stated  to  us  before  on 
that  point? — No,  except  that  there  is  one  obsei-- 
vation  I have  to  make.  Y'ou  asked  me  at  Ques- 
tion 3124,  “ Have  you  experience  with  l-eferencc 


Mi’.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

3556.  Do  you  know  that  the  corporation  xxnani- 
mously  petitioned  against  the  Sunday  Closing 
Acts  in  former  times  ? — They  did  in  former  times. 

3557.  Do  you  know  that  18,600  of  the  popula- 
tion petitioned  against  the  passing  of  the  Act  ? — 
A good  many  petitioned  against  it. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3558.  Are  you  aware  with  regard  to  that  peti- 
tion, that  it  was  assailed  in  the  House  as  to  its 
bona  jidcs  ? — I never  knew  a petition  that  was 
not.  You  get  the  whole  opinion  of  counti-ies 
assailed  now. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 

3559.  In  answer  to  one  of  my  honourable  friends, 
you  stated  that  there  were  a certain  number  of 
the  corporation  interested  in  the  trade;  would 
you  include  Alderman  Madden,  who  was  twice 
Mayor  of  Cork,  as  amongst  those  who  would  be 
interested  in  the  trade  ; is  his  establishment  an 
ordinary  public-house  ? — Alderman  Madden  did 
not  vote  on  either  of  the  occasions. 

3560.  That  is  not  the  question  I ask ; would 
you  include  him  amongst  the  15  ? — I would. 

3561.  His  house  is  not  an  ordinary  drinking 
establishment  ? — It  is  an  establishment  where  you 
can  have  twopennyworth  of  liquor  in,  and  any 
establishment  where  you  can  have  that  is  a drink- 
ing establishment. 

3562.  Would  you  include  Mr.  Augustin 
Roach  ? — I should  not,  because  he  has  not  a 
license.  He  is  only  a wholesale  ti'ader. 

3563.  As  a general  rule,  do  you  think  that 
wholesale  traders  ought  to  be  counted  as  amongst 
the  members  of  the  corpoi-ation  in  the  ti-ade  ? — I 
think  they  have  the  right  to  have  their  opinion. 
It  does  not  follow  that  because  a man  is  a vintner 
he  has  not  a right  to  give  an  opinion  ; if  the  person 
was  not  a vintner  he  might  have  the  same  opinion. 
1 1 is  possible  he  might  or  might  not  if  he  was  in 
any  other  trade. 


called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

Chairman — continued. 

to  that  class  of  people  of  any  abuse  of  the  bond 
fide  traveller  clauses,”  and  1 said,  “ No,  I cannot 
say  so.”  Then  you  further  asked  me,  “ What  I 
mean  is  this:  You  say  that  Cork  is  frequented 
by  a large  class  of  excursionists,  and  you  have 
also  said  that  you  are  aware  that  there  is  a con- 
siderable abuse  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clauses  ; 
I ask  whether  the  observation  applied  to  the  bond 
fide  traveller.”  Then  I answer,  “ Not  parti- 
cularly in  Cork,  beyond  what  I should  say  may 
be  equally  done  in  other  places.”  Then  you  ask 
further,  “ As  a matter  of  fact,  how  is  that  clause 
abused  in  the  city  of  Cork  according  to  your 
knowledge,’’  and  in  reply  to  that  I said,  “ Simply 
that  people,  without  being  bond  fide  ti’avellers  at 
all,  go  to  places  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
drink.”  Then  you. further  ask,  “They  leave 
Cork  and  go  into  other  places  you  mean,”  and  I 
said,  “Yes.”  Then  I am  stated  here  as  having 
said,  “ and  people  come  into  Cork  for  that  pur- 
pose too.”  What  I intended  to  have  conveyed 
was,  “ and  probably  people  come  into  Cork  for 

that 
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Chairman — continued. 

that  purpose  also.  I did  not  intend  definitely  to 
imply  that  I had  any  definite  means  of  knowing 
that  people  came  into  Cork  for  the  purpose  of 
violating  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause,  and  I 
should  further  mention  that  I had  no  definite 
means  of  knowing  really  whether  these  people 
have  violated  the  law  by  stating  that  they  were 
bond  fide  travellers,  when  in  reality  they  were 
not.  I go  about  a great  deal,  and  in  that  way  -I 
constantly  see  people  in  districts  three  or  four 
miles  or  more  away  from  Cork,  returning  some  of 
them  more  or  less  under  the  influence  of  drink, 
and  others  you  see  go  into  public-houses  in  con- 
siderable numbers. 

3566.  My  question  was  pointed  not  so  much 
to  what  you  had  observed  as  to  cases  that 
came  before  you  as  a magistrate? — They  are 
very  few.  I cannot  call  to  my  mind  any  number. 

3567.  I do  not  know  whether  I asked  you  a 
question  on  the  last  occasion  as  to  what  you  sug- 
gest yourself  as  the  best  course  to  be  taken  in 
the  city  of  Cork  with  reference  to  Saturday 
closing  and  Sunday  closing  ? — At  the  first  blush, 
as  you  asked  me,  I thought  that  possibly  Sunday 
closing  appeared  to  have  done  very  well  else- 
where, and  that  possibly  it  would  have  been  a 
good  thing  to  have  closed  in  Cork,  but  I am  not 
of  that  opinion  now.  My  idea  is  that  the  best 
course  to  adopt  would  be  for  public-houses  to  close 
two  hours  earlier  than  they  do  at  the  present  time, 
namely,  at  five  o’clock  on  Sunday,  and  on  Satur- 
day night  I would  suggest  nine  o’clock. 

3568.  Have  you  any  further  suggestions  to 
offer  the  Committee? — There  are  one  or  two 
matters  which  I think  might  lie  of  importance. 
One  is  with  reference  to  endorsing  convictions 
on  publican's  licenses.  I think  it  would  be  very 
dnsirable  that  a publican  who  is  convicted  of  any 
violation  of  the  Act  during  closing  hours  should 
be  subjected  to  a penalty  of  not  less  than  20  s., 
and  that  a conviction  against  the  house  should  be 
recorded.  At  present  the  conviction  is  simply 
recorded  on  the  license ; that  is  against  the  indi- 
vidual himself.  If  he  happens  to  be  convicted  a 
second  time  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  him  from 
disposing  of  his  interest  in  his  house,  selling  it  tu 
another,  and  the  fresh  person  who  comes  in  starts 
without  any  conviction  against  him. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3569.  Have  you  in  any  case  decided  to  that 
effect? — Some  cases  of  transfers  have  come  under 
my  notice.  In  Cork  there  is  considerable  trans- 
ferring of  licenses. 

Chairman. 

3570.  The  question  you  are  asked  is,  have  you 
ever  known  a case  in  which  a transfer  is  made, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  a bond  fide  sale,  but  for 
the  purpose  you  have  indicated,  and  where  it  has 
been  held  that  the  endorsement  of  the  convic- 
tion on  the  license  so  transferred  does  not 
operate  with  reference  to  forfeiture? — I think 
there  is  no  law  for  it  that  I am  aware  of. 

3571.  Have  you  ever  known  such  a thing 
attempted  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  law, 
or  is  your  suggestion  a mere  speculative  theory  ? 
— It  is  merely  speculative  on  my  part.  With 
regard  to  the  conviction,  I would  say  that  it 
ought  to  stand  for  three  years  against  the 
house,  and  then,  if  there  was  no  further  con- 
viction, it  might  lapse  at  the  end  of  the  three 
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Chairman — continued. 

years.  Then  there  is  another  matter  with  regard 
to  private  friends.  Constantly  cases  come  before 
us  in  court,  of  publicans  entertaining  private 
friends.  But  these  friends  are  very  often  enter- 
tained at  the  counter.  I think  if  they  were 
entertained  in  the  private  rooms  of  the  publican, 
then  possibly  that  might  be  a strong  point  in  their 
favour,  but  being  entertained  or  supplied  at  the 
counter,  I am  afraid  leads  to  a great  deal  of  hard 
swearing. 

3572.  Would  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
a man  entertained  at  the  bar  of  a publican 
after  hours  was  not  entertained  as  a private 
friend  ? —I  mean  during  closing  hours,  when  the 
police  go  in  and  find  persons  of  that  sort,  and 
they  are  brought  up,  the  publican  may  state  they 
are  his  private  friends,  aud  it  leads  to  strong 
swearing. 

3573.  Your  suggestion  is  that  it  should  be 
conclusive  that  a person  was  not  a private  friend, 
but  a customer,  if  he  were  found  drinking  at  the 
bar? — Quite  so.  Then  you  asked  me  about  sug- 
gestions, and  there  is  one  suggestion  I wish  to 
make  with  regard  to  persons  being  found  drunk 
in  public-houses,  and  I would  suggest  that  on 
a person  being  found  drunk  in  a public-house, 
the  publican  should  be  held  responsible  for 
it.  He  has  perfect  power  to  turn  him  out, 
and  it  should  be  the  same  as  permitting  drunken- 
ness, or  supplying  people  under  the  influence  of 
drink. 

3574.  You  would  apply  the  same  penalties? — 
Yes. 

3575;  You  have  handed  in  some  return  to-day 
with  regard  to  Sunday  arrests  and  convictions  be- 
tween 8 a.m.  on  Sunday  and  8 a.m.  on  Monday 
morning,  aud  arrests  and  convictions  during  the 
rest  of  the  week  for  drunkenness,  and  drunken- 
ness combined  with  any  other  offence? — Yes. 

3576.  Can  you  state  shortly  the  result  of  those 
returns  ? — The  returns  extend  from  1874  to  the 
end  of  last  year,  and,  strange  to  say,  in  1874 
there  was  the  smallest  number  of  arrests  than  in 
any  one  year  since. 

3577.  Does  that  apply  to  Sunday  and  the  rest 
of  the  week,  or  to  Sunday  only  ? — It  applies  to 
both.  Then  I think  the  following  year  was  the 
next  smallest.  Then  it  skipped  two  or  three 
years,  and  the  last  year,  1887,  came  fourth,  as 
well  as  I recollect,  as  regards  the  smallest  num- 
ber of  arrests  for  the  years  from  1874  to  1887. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3578.  That  bears  out  the  Mayor  of  Cork’s 
statement,  that  drunkenness  has  decreased  in 
Cork? — Drunkenness,  ou  the  whole,  has  de- 
creased on  the  Sunday,  not  to  any  marked  extent, 
but  it  has  decreased. 

Chairman. 

3579.  You  mean  that  it  has  not  only  abso- 
lutely declined,  and  that  while  drunkenness,  on 
the  whole,  in  Cork  is  decreasing,  drunkenness  on 
Sundays  bears  a smaller  proportion  to  week-day 
drunkenness  now  than  it  used  to  bear? — Very 
much  so.  There  is  really  not  very  much  drunken- 
ness in  Cork  on  Sunday,  and  there  is  a very 
marked  difference  as  regards  late  years  by  some 
hundreds,  I think.  It  is  due,  to  a very  large 
extent,  to  the  League  of  the  Cross,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  the  people  who  have  taken  it  over 
others  who  have  not. 

V 2 3580.  What 
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3580.  What  is  the  result  of  your  observations 
as  to  the  activity  or  non  activity  of  the  police  in 
enforcing  the  licensing  laws;  do  you  consider  that 
they  have  been  sufficiently  active  in  that  depart- 
ment of  their  duty  ? — I think  they  have.  Nothing 
to  the  contrary  has  come  under  my  notice,  nor  has 
it  been  brought  under  my  notice  that  they  have 
not  been  so.  I have  several  times  heard  the  mayor 
speak  to  the  police  from  the  bench  in  court  in 
reference  to  their  being  apathetic  and  matters 
of  that  sort,  and  especially  with  regard  to  the 
detective  force,  that  they  might  be  largely  em- 
ployed detecting  publicans  in  the  sale  of  drink, 
out  so  far  as  I am  personally  concerned  nothing 
to  that  effect  has  come  under  my  notice. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3581.  It  is  your  opinion  that  the  people  are 
becoming  more  sober  ? — Yes. 

3582.  Their  habits  are  improving  with  time  ? — 
I do  not  know  what  it  is,  but  there  are  not  so 
many  convictions  for  drunkenness ; certainly  not 
last  year.  There  was  very  little  difference  either 
before  or  after  the  passing  of  the  Act.  One  year 
there  might  be  an  addition  and  in  another  year 
not  quite  as  many,  but  nothing  very  perceptible 
as  regards  the  convictions  for  drunkenness. 

3583.  Cork  is  one  of  the  exempted  cities  ? — 
Yes. 

3584.  The  houses  are  open  on  Sundays  ? — 
Yes. 

3585.  Then,  according  to  your  statement,  it 
appears  that  the  people  are  making  a judicious 
use  of  the  public-houses  ? — There  is  not  as  much 
drunkenness  certainly,  not  of  late  years. 

3586.  Consequently  the  reason  for  legislation 
on  this  subject  is  becoming  less  in  your  opinion  ? 
— I do  not  know.  More  legislation  may  increase 
sobriety. 

3587.  You  are  in  favour  of  early  closing  on 
Sunday  in  the  exempted  cities  ? — Yes. 

3588.  Do  you  see  any  dangers  likely  to  arise 
from  the  curtailment  of  the  hours  ? — I do  not 
think  there  are  likely  to  be  any. 

3589.  1 will  be  more  particular  ; do  you  think 
that  the  further  curtailmen  of  the  hours  would 
lead  to  home-drinking  amongst  the  people? — Not 
to  any  very  great  extent,  I should  think. 

3590.  Do  you  know  the  people  are  very  con- 
vivial ? — Yes,  they  are. 

3591.  And  when  the  houses  are  closed  rather 
early,  would  they  not  be  tempted  to  take  drink 
home  with  them  ? — They  might  do  so  ; but  I 
do  not  think  they  would  to  any  very  great 
extent. 

3592.  Do  you  think  it  would  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  drinking  clubs  ? — I cannot  say 
as  to  drinking  clubs,  because  I do  not  think  they 
exist  at  present  in  Cork.  It  might  lead  to  more 
frequent  breaches  of  the  Licensing  Act  as  regards 
publicans. 

3593.  Would  it  not  lead  to  the  establishment 
of  clubs  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

3594.  Would  not  five  o’clock  be  rather  an 
early  hour  to  send  the  people  out  into  the 
streets  ? — They  would  be  open  from  two  till  five 
o’clock. 

3595.  What  do  you  think  the  people  would 
do  from  five  o’clock  downwards  ? — In  summer 
time  especially  there  are  not  very  many  people 
in  Cork  at  five  o’clock.  The  great  majority  of 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
the  people,  some  thousands  possibly,  according 
to  the  weather,  leave  Cork  and  go  to  different 
seaside  places  by  steamer  or  trains,  or  otherwise. 

3596.  But  at  other  times  of  the  year,  after  all 
the  summer  is  short  in  Cork,  when  the  people 
would  be  home,  what  would  they  do  from  five 
o’clock  downwards  on  Sunday  ? — I really  cannot 
say  what  they  would  do.  I know  the  public  houses 
are  open  at  present  up  to  seven  o’cloek,  and  it  is 
very  much  complained  of  by  people  both  going 
to  and  returning  from  church.  It  is  the  hour  at 
which  they  close,  and  it  is  just  the  hour  that 
people  are  going  backwards  and  forwards  to 
church,  and  then  swarms  of  people  come  out  of 
the  public-houses  at  this  time,  and  it  is  a great 
source  of  annoyance  to  the  respectable  people  of 
Cork,  and  it  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
Court. 

3597.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a 
great  many  people  would  seek  to  establish  other 
forms  of  amusement? — They  might  do  so. 

3598.  Do  you  know  that  clubs  and  club  drink- 
ing are  unpopular  among  females  of  the  working 
population? — I cannot  say  that,  because  there 
are  no  clubs  that  I am  aware  of  in  Cork. 

3599.  Have  you  had  experience  of  any  other 
part  of  Ireland  ; of  Dublin,  for  instance?— I do 
not  know  Dublin,  but  I know  Belfast ; I was  five 
years  in  Belfast. 

3600.  Officially  ? — Yes. 

3601.  Had  you  any  experience  of  clubs  there? 
— Not  very  much.  There  are  a good  number 
of  clubs  there,  but  they  are  always  very  orderly. 

3602.  Then  you  do  not  know  what  a bogus 
drinking  club  is? — I know  the  meaning  of  it. 

3603.  Are  they  not  very  dangerous  institu- 
tions ? — I should  say  they  would  be  most 
dangerous. 

3604.  Both  to  the  morals  and  sobriety  of  the 
people  ? — I should  think  so. 

3605.  Do  you  not  think  a respectably  con- 
ducted public-house  a much  superior  institution  ? 
— Yes,  certainly. 

3606.  And  the  curtailment  of  the  hours  would, 
in  your  opinion,  lead  to  the  establishment 
of  bogus  drinking  clubs  ? — I did  not  say  that. 

3607.  You  said  it  might  do  so  ? — I said  it 
might  probably  do  so ; but  I have  not  heard 
there  is  such  a thing  existing  in  Cork  at  present. 
I have  heard  the  Mayor  say  there  are  boat  clubs, 
football  clubs,  cricket  clubs,  and  different  things 
of  that  sort,  but  nothing  that  I am  aware  of  in 
the  drinking  way. 

3608.  If  such  a result  arose  from  the  curtail- 
ment of  the  hours,  would  not  it  be  a great  evil  ? 
— I should  say  it  would. 

3609.  A greater  evil  than  that  which  you  are 
trying  to  remedy? — A greater  evil  than  a well- 
conducted  public-house. 

3610.  Are  there  any  shebeens  at  Cork? — 
Very  few;  there  have  been  very  few  convictions. 
It  may  possibly  be  the  right  time  to  mention 
that  I have  a return  here  for  three  years,  1875, 
1881,  and  1887,  of  the  number  of  arrests  for 
drunkenness  in  the  city  of  Cork  from  nine  to 
twelve.  [ The  return  was  delivered  in.] 

Chairman. 

3611.  In  each  day? — Each  day  of  the  week. 
On  Sundays,  in  1875,  there  there  were  145 

arrests 
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arrests,  and  in  1881  there  were  56  arrests,  and 
in  1887  there  were  54. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

3612.  Have  you  the  number  for  the  other 
years  ? — Not  for  the  same  hours.  The  Saturday 
arrests,  from  nine  to  twelve  o’clock,  are  very 
large  indeed  as  compared  with  all  the  arrests  of 
the  other  days  of  the  week.  For  instance,  in 
1 875,there  were  3 15arrests  between  nine  and  tw el  ve 
.o’clock  on . Saturdays ; in  the  year  1881  there 
were  320,  and  last  year  there  were  but  187. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3613.  That  is  a great  decrease  ? — A wonderful 
decrease. 

3614.  Although  the  houses  are  open  till  eleven 
o’clock  ? — That  is  quite  so.  - 

3615.  To  what  would  you  attribute  that? — 
I attribute  it  nearly  altogether  to  the  extra- 
ordinary exertions  of  the  clergy,  and  so  many 
people  adopting  the  League  of  the  Cross  and  their 
influence  over  others  who  have  not  done  so. 

3616.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  institutions 
connected  with  the  church  and  the  voluntary 
action  of  the  people  are  more  effectual  for  the 
putting  down  of  drunkenness  and  the  increase  of 
sobriety,  than  any  Act  of  Parliament? — It  might 
have  a great  deal  to  do  with  it ; but  I should  not 
say  that  it  had  more  influence  than  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  It  undoubtedly  has  a great  deal  to 
do  with  it,  The  people  pay  very  great  respect 
to  their  clergy,  not  only  in  Cork  but  all  through 
Ireland,  and  are  very  much  led  by  them  as 

- regards  what  they  may  happen  to  advise,  and  I 
attribute  the  great  sobriety  for  the  last  year  or 
the  small  number  of  arrests  to  the  great  exertions 
of  the  clergy  and  the  League  of  the  Cross. 

3617.  Would  not  people  try  to  cheat  an  Act 
of  Parliament;  those  who  would  be  very  anxious 
for  drink  would  not  mind  cheating  an  Act  of 
Parliament  ?— No  doubt  they  would  try  to  do  it, 
and  do  so,  I daresay. 

3618.  A few  questions  about  bona  fide  travel- 
ler; you  say  that  as  a magistrate  no  abuses  of 
the  bond  fide  travellers  clause  has  been  brought . 
before  you  ? — 1 must  say  that  very  few  cases 
have  come  under  my  notice. 

3619.  Still  you  recommended  an  extension  of 
it  ? — I did  for  this  reason,  that  you  see  such  a 
lot  of  people  short  distances  from  Cork  strolling 
in  and  coming  out  of  public-houses,  that  really 
one  can  hardly  imagine  can  be  bond  fide 
travellers.  They  may  of  course  have  travelled 
their  three  miles,  but  the  question  is  whether 
they  do  not  travel  the  three  miles  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  the  drink,  instead  of  getting  the 
drink  to  enable  them  to  travel. 

3620.  Is  not  Cork  a very  attractive  place? — 
Very  much  so. 

3621.  Are  not  these  people  likely  to  come  in 
to  see  the  city,  or  transact  their  business,  or  see 
their  friends  ? — Quite  so.  My  remark  has  not 
so  much  reference  to  Cork,  as  I wished  to  explain 
in  my  former  evidence,  as  to  places  outside 
Cork.  It  was  simply  my  remark  that . it  was  pro- 
bable people  did  the  same  in  Cork  as  they  did  out- 
side ; but  I have  not  an  opportunity  of  knowing. 

3622.  Do  people  stroll  out  of  Cork  also? — 
They  do. 

3623.  They  have  a lovely  river  ? — Yes. 
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3624.  They  have  beautiful  suburbs? — Yes. 

3625.  I am  talking  of  Sundays  now,  and  do 
not  you  think  it  would  be  a hardship  to  deprive 
these  people  of  the  privilege  and  advantage  of 
getting  refreshments  ? — I think  three  miles  is  too 
short  a distance.  I do  not  see  exactly  what  the 
necessity  is,  although  I am  aware  that  several 
people  I have  spoken  to,  and  also  heads  of  houses 
in  Cork,  have  expressed  their  opinion  that 
they  consider  there  ought  to  be  no  change  in 
the  distance. 

3626.  You  know  the  class  of  people  who  walk 
out  into  the  country  on  Sundays? — Yes. 

3627.  They  are  shop  assistants  ? — Quite  so. 

3628.  And  people  in  offices  who  are  engaged 
all  the  week.  Might  not  a journey  of  six  miles 
be  rather  severe  upon  people  of  that  class? — If 
you  could  draw  a distinction  between  the  modes 
in  which  they  travel  it  would  be  a different  thing. 
For  instance,  there  are  such  facilities  for  trave 
ling  from  Cork  by  train,  or  by  steamer,  or  by  the 
new  tram  lines,  and  though  a man  might  be  con- 
sidered deserving  of  a drink  after  going  three, 
four,  or  five  miles  walking  out,  you  could  hardly 
consider  him  in  the  same  light  as  the  man  who 
had  travelled  by  train,  or  steamer,  or  tram  car. 

3629.  At  all  events  you,  as  a magistrate,  assert 
that  you  have  not  to  deal  with  many  cases  arising 
out  of  an  abuse  of  the  bond  fide  travellers’  clause? 
— Very  few. 

3630.  When  are  the  wages  paid  in  Cork 
principally  ? — Principally  on  Saturday  between 
two  and  six  o’clock. 

3631.  Have  you  offered  an  opinion  to  the 
Committee  with  regard  to  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Saturday? — I have. 

3632.  What  hour  do  you  say  ? - Nine  o’clock. 

3633.  You  think  that  would  be  a sufficient 
time,  between  six  and  nine  ? — I think  it  would. 

3634.  For  people  to  do  their  marketing? — I 
think  it  would. 

3635.  Have  you  had  a conversation  with  your 
subordinate  officers  in  Cork? — Yes,  I have. 

3636.  Have  you  spoken  to  Inspectors  Daley, 
Brownrig  and  Concannon  ? — Yes. 

3637.  The  reason  I ask  this  question  is  because 
we  have  had  inspectors  of  police  from  other 
towns,  and  you  are  the  first  resident  magistrate 
we  have  had  before  us  ? — I have  not  spoken  to 
Inspector  Brownrig.  He  is  not  staying  at  pre- 
sent in  Cork;  but  I have  spoken  to  the  other 
inspectors,  and  their  opinion  is  the  same  as 
mine. 

3638.  Then  the  sum  and  substance  of  your 
opinion  is  that,  according  to  your  evidence  on  the 
last  occasion,  the  feeling  of  the  people  is  against 
the  total  closing  of  houses  in  the  city  ? — I dis- 
tinctly say  so ; and  I have  taken  every  precaution 
to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  the  people  who  use 
public-houses.  I have  not  spoken  to  any  one  I be- 
lieved was  interested,  either  as  to  total  closing,  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  as  to  keeping  open.  I have 
avoided  them  all,  as  far  as  I could.  I have  gone 
simply  to  persons  whom  I believed  would  tell  me 
exactly  what  they  knew  with  regard  to  it;  and  I 
have  done  everything  I could  to  elicit  really  the 
facts  connected  with  the  case. 

3639.  The  feeling  of  the  citizens  of  Cork  pre- 
ponderates, and  is  in  excess  over  the  feeling  the 
other  way? — Most  certainly  ; I have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  so. 

u 3 3640.  You 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3640.  You  have  stated  that  in  1881  the 

number  of  arrests  on  Sunday  was  56,  and  the 
number  in  1887  was  54.  1 believe  the  Act  only 

came  into  operation  somewhat  before  1881  ? — 
In  1878. 

3641.  But  it  took  a couple  of  years  before 
it  was  properly  put  in  force  ?■ — I think  not. 

3642.  Take  the  number  of  arrests  in  1881, 
and,  comparing  them  with  1887,  do  you  find  any 
considerable  diminution? — But  two,  so  far  as 
Sunday  is  concerned. 

3643.  You  would  not  consider  that  that  was 
any  very  great  progress  from  the  earlier  year  to 
the  later  year  ? — If  you  compare  the  arrests  in 
1881,  on  each  day  of  the  week,  with  those  of 
1887,  you  will  find  a very  material  difference. 

3644.  Iam  talking  of  the  Sunday  arrests?— 
There  is  only  a difference  of  two. 

3645.  Consequently  there  has  been  no  abuse, 
so  far  as  the  number  of  arrests  can  show,  of 
the  privilege  of  Sunday  opening? — Only  two 
.arrests. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3646.  Do  I understand  that  the  return  only 
.refers  to  three  hours  hours  on  Sunday  ; from  nine 
,t.o  twelve  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

3647.  You  have  given  your  view  very  clearly 
as  regards  the  extension  or  non-extension  of  the 
bond* fide  traveller  radius.  You  would  recom- 
mend'there  should  be  no  change  in  the  present 
law  ? — I recommend  that  it  should  be  six  or  seven 
miles. 

3648.  I thought  I heard  you  say  just  now,  in 
•reply  to  the  honorable  Member  for  Tipperary, 
that  you  thought  three  miles  was  too  short  ? — 
No,  you  have  taken  me  wrongly  altogether. 

3649.  What  do  you  think  should  be  the  proper 
limit  ? — T think  six  or  seven  miles  would  be  a 
fair  limit.  I may  explaiu  that  the  greater  num- 
ber of  the  people  of  Cork  who  leave  Cork  leave 
it  by  means  of  either  the  train,  the  steamer,  or 
the  tram-cars,  or  some  mode  of  conveyance. 

3650.  I am  not  aware  of  any  tram  line  in 
Cork  ? — Yes,  we  have  one  to  Coachford  and  one 
to  Blarney. 

3651.  If  you  extend  the  limit  to  seven  miles, 
would  you  exclude  Blarney?— I would  if  it  were 
extended  to  Blarney. 

3652.  Is  not  Blarney  one  of  the  chief  places 
of  public  resort  on  Sundays  ?— Very  much  so. 

3653.  Consequently,  if  you  include  Blarney, 
you  cause  a very  great  inconvenience  to  those 
who  frequent  it  on  Sundays? — They  have  a mode 
of  conveyance. 

3654.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  mode  of  con- 
veyance to  Blarney  except  by  railway,  and,  as  a 
rule,  the  people  of  Cork  do  not  go  by  rail  to 
Blarney?— I think  they  all  go  by  railway  now 
as  a rule. 

3655.  You  have  heard  the  Mayor  examined  on 
that  subject  ? — I have. 

3656.  Do  you  concur  in  his  opinion? — No,  I 
do  not ; I would  extend  the  distance  to  either 
six  or  seven  miles. 

3657.  And  thereby  exclude  Blarney,  Black- 
rock,  and  such  places? — Yes. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

3658.  You  say  that  wages  are  paid  between 
two  and  six  in  Cork  ? — Yes. 

3659.  What  establishments  pay  at  two  o’clock? 
— I really  cannot  tell  you ; it  is  from  information 
I have  received.  I have  sent  men  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  about  what  time  the  wages 
are  paid,  and  some  pay  at  two  and  some  at  six. 
I think  the  larger  establishments  pay  at  six  ; the 
smaller  trades,  carpenters,  slaters,  and  people  of 
that  class,  usually  are  paid  earlier. 

3660.  Saturday  is  not  considered  as  a half- 
holiday with  the  working  people  in  Cork  as  it  is 
in  Belfast? — Strange  to  say,  it  is  to  some  extent. 
Some  carpenters,  and  slaters,  and  masons,  and 
people  of  that  class  observe  it  as  a half-holiday 
on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3661.  In  your  opinion,  do  you  think  total 
closing  on  Sunday  would  lead  to  the  formation  of 
bogus  clubs  and  to  illicit  drinking  in  Cork? — 
Total  closing,  I am  afraid,  would  be  very  dan- 
gerous. Yesterday  week  I caused  a return  to  be 
kept  of  the  number  of  persons  who  visited  public- 
houses  between  the  hours  of  two  and  three. 
That  was  in  thickly  populated  localities  in  Cork, 
and  I found  there  were  325  who  carried  away 
drink  in  vessels  or  jugs,  or  something  of  that  sort, 
from  public-houses.  ( The  return  was  delivered  in.) 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3662.  What  was  the  locality  ? — Barrack-street, 
Grattan-street,  North  Main-street,  Cornmarket- 
street,  Paul-atreet,  Evergreen-street,  Gillabbey- 
street,  and  others. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3663.  It  has  been  stated  to  the  Committee 
that  if  the  police,  and  especially  the  detectives, 
did  their  duty  with  reference  to  watching  illicit 
drinking  and  drinking  at  prohibited  hours  on 
Sunday,  it  could  be  very  largely  stopped ; can 
you  tell  me,  in  your  opinion,  what  the  police 
have  done  and  what  they  could  do  ? — As  I tell 
you,  no  complaint  has  ever  been  made  to  me  with 
reference  to  the  police  not  discharging  their  duty 
as  regards  public-houses,  and  1 think  they  do 
their  duty  fairly.  I know  when  I was  in  Belfast 
we  used  certainly  to  employ  a great  many  men 
in  plain  clothes  for  the  purpose  of  detecting 
breaches  of  the  licensing  laws. 

3664.  Do  you  employ  any  number  of  plain- 
clothes men  in  Cork  ?— Most  of  the  cases,  or  a 
great  number,  are  brought  up  by  men  who  are  in 
plain  clothes. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

3665.  Do  I understand  you  to  say  you  would 
leave  the  Sunday  hours  as  they  are  now  ? — No, 
1 should  shorten  the  Sunday  hours. 

3666.  "What  time  would  you  keep  the  houses 
open  on  Sunday  ?— I think  they  might  close  at 
five  on  Sunday. 

3667.  That  is  to  say,  leave  them  open  from 
two  to  five  ? —Yes. 

3668.  And  on  Saturday  you  would  wish  to 
close  them  from  nine  instead  of  eleven? — Quite 
so. 

3669.  I understand  your  reason  for  that  being 
the  number  of  arrests  that  take  place  between 

nine 
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Mr.  Gardiner. 


[ Continued . 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
nine  and  eleven  ? — A great  number  of  arrests 
take  place  between  nine  and  eleven. 

3670.  Some  of  those  would  be  immediately 
after  nine,  I suppose  ? — I cannot  say  really. 

3671.  I suppose  some  of  those  might  be  the 
result  of  the  drinking  up  to  nine  ? — Yes. 

3672.  So  that  that  would  affect  a reduction 
merely? — I think  it  would  be  a very  great 
advantage.  The  people  who  go  into  public-houses 
in  the  evening  very  seldom  leave  them  till  the 
public-houses  are  closed,  and  as  long  as  they  have 
money  they  spend  it. 

3673.  Do  you  think  the  publican  allows  per- 
sons intoxicated  to  continue  to  receive  drink  ? — 
There  are  some  "cases  brought  up  by  the  police, 
and  there  was  a case  before  me  the  other  day  with 
regard  to  it. 

3674.  Do  you  think  more  care  directed  to  that 
particular  point  would  lead  to  further  convictions? 
— It  might  possibly. 

3675.  With  reference  to  shortening  the  hours 
on  Saturday,  would  you  wish  to  put  clubs  under 
any  restrictions?— If  there  was  total  closing,  I 
should ; but,  otherwise,  I do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3676.  The  County  Club  included? — I think 
every  club.  If  there  was  total  closing,  I do 
not  see  why  clubs  should  be  exempted  more  than 
anv  other  place.  There  should  be  a certain 
supervision  under  the  Licensing  Act. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3677.  Up  to  1872  the  public-houses  were 
open  till  eleven  o’clock  on  Sunday  night? — Quite 
so. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

3678.  Up  to  1878  they  were  open  until  nine 
o’clock  on  Sunday  night? — Yes. 

3679.  They  were  then  shortened  till  seven 
o’clock  ? — Y es. 

3680.  Do  not  you  think  the  terror  of  the  bogus 
clubs  which  prevails  was  as  great  then  as  it  is 
now  ? — I suppose  it  was. 

3681.  And  seeing  that  these  successive  reduc- 
tions have  not  produced  the  bogus  clubs,  have 
you  any  very  strong  opinion  that  another  reduc- 
tion of  two  hours  would  produce  them  ? — I have 
already  stated  1 did  not  think  it  would  ; it  might, 

I said. 

3682.  As  to  the  bona  fide  traveller : a good 
deal  has  been  said  about  leaving  Blarney  inside 
the  charmed  district;  do  not  you  think  the 
people  of  Blarney  have  a right  to  say  something 
to  it  as  well  as  the  Cork  people  who  go  out 
there  ? — 1 suppose  so. 

3683.  If  bond  fide  travelling  produces  disorder 
on  Sunday  in  Blarney,  the  people  of  Blarney 
have  a greater  interest  in  it  than  the  Cork  people  ; 
would  you  say  that  Mr.  Timothy  Mahony  has  an 
interest  in  it  ? — I know  that  Mr.  Timothy 
Mahony  is  very  sorry  that  another  public-house 
has  been  established  there. 

3684.  Has  he  an  interest  in  the  bond  fide 
traveller  being  kept  out  of  Blarney  ? — I should 
say  he  had. 

3685.  Are  you  awai’e  that  Mr.  Timothy  Ma- 
hony, who  is  the  great  employer  of  labour  there, 
and  has  the  welfare  of  the  people  at  heart,  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  this  Act? — I am  not  aware 
of  it ; but  I should  not  be  astonished  at  it  if  he 
was. 

3686.  Are  you  aware  that  he  signed  the  requi- 
sition to  the  Mayor  to  convene  that  meeting '! — 
I am  not  aware  of  that. 


0.67. 
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MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Thursday,  3rd  May  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Lea. 


Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Robert  George  Bull,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

3687.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  city 
of  Waterford? — I am  District  Inspector  of 
Waterford  City. 

3688.  How  long  have  you  been  stationed 
there  ? — I have  been  stationed  there  for  some- 
thing like  eight  months. 

3689.  What  part  of  the  country  were  you  in 
before?— I was  seven-and-a-half  years  in  Bel- 
fast. 

3690.  Have  you  prepared  a return  showing 
the  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness,  and 
for  drunkenness  combined  with  other  offences? 
— I have. 

3691.  Will  you  hand  in  the  returns,  and  ex- 
plain to  the  Committee  wbat  the  returns  are  ? — 
I will.  ( The  same  was  handed  in.) 

3692.  This  return  shows  the  number  of  con- 
victions upon  each  week-day,  from  the  year 
1874  ; you  have  the  city  in  the  first  return? — 
Yes ; and  also  the  rural  portion  of  my  district. 

3693.  By  the  city  you  mean  the  exempted 
district? — Yes. 

3694.  What  is  the  population  of  that  district? 
That  I have  in  another  return.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  city  proper  is  22,457. 

3695.  What  do  you  call  the  rural  district.;  is 
that  the  remainder  of  the  county  of  Waterford? 
— That  is  the  Parliamentary  area.  There  is  a 
municipal  boundary,  and  there  is  also  a Parlia- 
mentary boundary. 

3696'.  What  portion  is  exempted? — Within 
the  municipal  boundary  only. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3697.  That  is  the  portion  containing  the 
22,000  inhabitants? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

3698.  Have  you  prepared  any  other  return  ? 
— I have  a return  of  the  number  of  public- 
houses,  and  I give  a list  of  them.  ('I'he  same 
was  handed  in.) 

3699.  Taking  the  exempted  portion  of  Water- 
ford within  the  municipal  boundary,  what  is  the 
number  of  public- houses? — There  are  216  public- 
houses,  and  there  are  five  beer-retailers. 


Chairman — continued. 

3700.  How  many  persons  hold  publicans’ 
licenses  ? — Two  hundred  and  sixteen. 

3701.  And  how  many  of  those  are  seven-day 
licenses  ? — One  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

3702.  And  how  many  are  there  of  the  other 
class  ? — There  are  28  six-day  licenses. 

3703.  How  many  early-closing  licenses  are 
there? — There  are  three  six-day  early-closing 
licenses. 

3704.  How  many  seven-day  early-closing 
licenses  are  there? — There  are  no  seven-day 
early-closing  licenses. 

3705.  How  many  spirit  grocers  are  there? — 
There  are  no  spirit  grocers  in  Waterford. 

3706.  Are  there  any  refreshment-house  wine 
licenses  or  theatre  licenses? — There  are  none. 
I may  say  there  have  been  two  new  public-house 
licenses  granted  since  that  return  was  made  out. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3707.  When  you  say  that  there  is  no  spirit 
grocers’  license  in  Waterford,  do  you  mean  that 
it  is  so  easy  to  get  publicans’  licenses  that  people 
do  not  go  for  them?— I do  not  think  it  is  very 
hard  to  get  a publican’s  license. 

Chairman. 

3708.  As  a matter  of  fact  there  are  no  spirit 
grocers’  licenses  ? — There  are  none. 

3709.  Have  you  taken  any  means  of  ascertain- 
ing the  views  of  the  population  of  Waterford 
with  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Acts  to  the  city  ? — I have 
done  my  best  in  that  direction. 

3710.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the 
result  of  your  inquiries? — I think  the  Protestant 
clergy  to  begin  with  would  be  anxious  to  close 
public-houses  on  Sunday,  and  the  Catholic  clergy 
nearly  so,  with  some  difference  of  opinion. 

3711.  You  think  that  the  Catholic  clergy  are 
nearly  unanimous? — Yes,  nearly  so. 

3712.  With  reference  to  the  employers  of 
labour,  what  is  their  opinion  ? — I think  that  the 
employers  of  labour  would  be  very  anxious  to 
close  the  public-houses  on  Sundays  and  to  close 
them  early  on  Saturday  evenings. 

3713.  Have 
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Mr.  Bull. 


[ Continued. 


Chairman — continued. 

3713.  Have  you  heard  any  opinion  from  the 
clergy  with  regard  to  closing  public-houses  on 
Saturday  evening  ? — I think  that  would  be  their 
desire. 

3714.  At  what  hour  ? — At  nine  o’clock. 

3715.  Have  you  taken  any  means  of  ascertain- 
ing the  feelings  of  the  working  classes;  those 
who  use  the  public-houses  ? — Some  of  them  I 
have  asked.  I think  they  would  be  against  it  as 
a rule. 

3716.  Have  you  made  any  systematic  endeavour 
to  ascertain  their  feelings? — I cannot  say  that  I 
have. 

371 6*.  You  have  not  gone  about  to  any  factories 
and  works  ? —There  are  no  factories  in  Waterford, 
except  one  for  curing  bacon. 

3717.  What  are  the  principal  industries  of 
Waterford  ? — Salting  bacon. 

3718.  You  have  made  no  systematic  endeavour 
to  ascertain,  in  those  establishments,  the  views  of 
the  working  men  ? — I have  not. 

3719.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  have  been 
any  public  expressions  of  opinion,  such  as  reso- 
lutions of  corporations  or  other  public  bodies,  or 
have  there  been  any  demonstrations  in  respect  of 
the  question  on  one  side  or  on  the  other  ? — I am 
not  aware  of  any  public  meeting  in  connection 
with  the  corporation. 

3720.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  any  public 
meetings  having  been  held  in  the  city  ? —I  am 
not  aware  of  any. 

3721.  fs either  on  the  one  side  or  the  other? — 
Neither  on  the  one  side  or  the  other. 

3722.  What  is  your  experience,  or  what  is  the 
result  of  your  observation  and  inquiries  with 
reference  to  illicit  trading  in  Waterford  ; does  it 
prevail  to  a considerable  extent  ? — I do  not  think 
it  prevails  to  any  considerable  extent ; there  are 
a few  suspected  houses. 

3723.  Are  those  suspected  houses  shebeens,  or 
are  they  low  public-houses  which  violate  the  law  ? 
— They  are  shebeens. 

3724.  Do  you  think  that  the  closing  hours  are 
well  observed  by  the  publicans  ? — As  a rule  they 
are.  There  are  some  small  public-houses  which 
do  not  observe  the  law,  which  sell  at  any  time, 
but  these  are  a very  low  class  of  houses. 

3725.  Does  the  practice  exist  to  any  consider- 
able extent? — Not  to  any  considerable  extent. 

3726.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  to 
the  Committee  with  reference  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  law  ? — What  I would  suggest  is 
that  the  police  should  be  admitted  into  public- 
houses  within  a reasonable  time.  Frequently 
when  the  police  knock  at  a public-house  they 
never  do  so  without  reason ; say  for  seeing  a 
light  in  the  shop,  and  so  on ; they  are  not  admitted 
until  everything  is  perfectly  right  inside. 

3727.  Would  you  agree  with  the  witness  who 
suggested  that  the  Act  should  be  amended  by 
making  delay  penal,  beyond  mere  refusal? — Yes. 

3728.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  offer 
to  the  Committee  ? — With  regard  to  shebeens,  I 
would  suggest  that  if  there  were  a conviction 
upon  searching  a shebeen  house,  the  second  war- 
rant, upon  proof  of  conviction,  should  run  for 
three  months,  instead  of  for  a month  as  at  present. 

3729.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  city  of 
Waterford  with  regard  to  excessive  drinking  at 
home,  as  the  result  of  your  observation  apart  from 

0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

returns  : do  you  think  that  the  working  classes  are 
usually  sober  or  the  reverse  ? — I think  one  part 
of  the  working  classes  of  Waterford  is  usually 
sober  and  that  the  other  is  not ; the  quay 
labourers  generally,  but  the  salters’  people  are 
sober  as  a rule. 

3730.  Have  you  observed  excessive  drinking 
on  one  day  more  than  another  ? — There  is  a great 
deal  of  drinking  on  Saturday  and  on  market  day. 

3731.  What  is  market  day  ? — Wednesday. 

3732.  Have  any  abuses  of  the  exemption  in 
favour  of  bona  fide  travellers  come  under  your 
notice.? — There  has  a great  deal  come  under  my 
notice  from  time  to  time. 

3733.  Have  there  been  any  convictions  for 
that  offence  ? — There  have  been  some. 

3734.  Have  you  considered  the  suggestion 
which  has  been  made  to  the  Committee  by  several 
of  the  witnesses  to  extend  the  distance  from  three 
miles  to  between  five  and  seven  miles  ? — I think 
it  would  be  reasonable  to  extend  the  distance  to 
six  miles.  And  a further  suggestion  I would 
make  would  be  that  the  bond  fide  travellers  should 
not  be  permitted  to  remain  longer  in  a public- 
house  than  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  reasonable 
refreshment. ; if  they  had  dinner,  they  should  get 
a reasonable  time  ; but  in  some  cases  on  Sundays 
they  sit  down  and  stay  the  whole  evening. 

3735.  Are  there  any  bogus  clubs  in  Water- 
ford ? — I do  not  think  there  are  any  in  W ater- 
ford ; I had  some  experience  of  them  in  Belfast, 
but  not  in  Waterford. 

3736.  What  is  the  usual  hour  at  which  the 
working  classes  are  paid  on  Saturdays  ; are  they 
usually  paid  on  Saturdays  ? — As  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  they  are  usually  paid  about  six 
o’clock  on  Saturdays.  The  working  people  in 
Waterford  are  not  very  numerous ; there  are  no 
large  factories  employing  a considerable  number 
of  hands. 

3737.  What  are  the  habits  of  the  people  with 
reference  to  marketing  on  Saturday ; is  the  mar- 
keting done  usually  at  an  early  hour  or  a late 
hour  ? — I should  say  it  is  done  certainly  by  nine 
o’clock. 

3738.  What  is  your  own  suggestion  from  what 
you  know  of  the  City  of  Waterford  upon  the 
two  points,  first,  the  extension  to  the  city  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Acts  ; and,  secondly,  the  adop- 
tion of  an  earlier  closing  hour  on  Saturdays  ; you 
told  the  Committee  the  opinions  you  had  ascer- 
tained ; I should  like  to  know  your  own  opinion  ? 
— 1 would  think  that  closing  at  nine  o’clock  on 
Saturday  night  would  give  the  people  reasonable 
time  for  drinking,  and  that  the  public-houses 
should  be  open  from  two  to  five  on  Sundays. 

3739.  Do  you  think  any  appreciable  incon- 
venience would  be  caused  by  the  adoption  of 
that  suggestion  ? — I do  not. 

3740.  Have  you  any  other  figures  that  you 
would  wish  to  lay  before  the  Committee  ? — I 
have  a return  of  the  number  of  prosecutions  for 
hawking  spirits  and  illegal  selling  in  shebeens  ; 
I have  both  the  prosecutions  and  the  convictions. 

3741.  For  what  period? — Since  1873  {the  same 
was  handed  in).  1 have  also  a return  showing 
the  Parliamentary  area  and  the  municipal  area, 
showing  the  number  of  public-houses  in  each, 
and  the  number  of  charges  against  publicans 
since  1879. 

X 3742.  That 
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Mr.  Bull. 


[ Continued. 


Chairman — continued. 

3742.  That  return  would  include  the  charges 
of  all  sorts,  would  it  not  ?—  Yes. 

3743.  Have  you  separated  the  Sundays  from 
the  other  days  ? — No. 

3744.  Have  you  the  number  of  prosecutions 
for  Sunday  drinking? — No,  I have  not. 

3745.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  make 
to  the  Committee?— I have  not,  except  with  re- 
gard to  the  valuation;  I think  it  ought  to  be 
raised. 

3746.  But  that  is  outside  the  scope  of  our 
inquiry  ? — I was  not  aware  of  that. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3747.  You  say  that  the  Protestant  clergy  are 
altogether  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing? — Yes. 

3748.  Waterford  is  one  of  the  exempted  cities, 
is  it  not  ? — It  is. 

3749.  Do  you  know  what  proportion  of  the 
Catholic  clergy  are  in  favour  of  an  extension  of 
the  Act,  and  what  proportion  are  against  it? — I 
could  not  say  that. 

3750.  Have  you  taken  any  steps  to  ascertain 
their  opinion?— I know  that  the  bishop  is  in 
favour  of  an  extension  of  the  Act. 

3751.  Is  he  absolutely  in  favour  of  it  ? — I saw 
a letter  from  him  to  that  effect. 

3752.  Has  he  expressed  any  opinion  either  one 
way  or  another? — Yes,  I saw  a letter  of  his. 

3753.  Where  did  you  see  the  letter  ? — It  was 
published  in  one  of  the  newspapers  a little  while 
ago. 

3754.  Did  he  say  that  he  would  be  m favour 
of  Sunday  closing?— That  was  his  experience. 

3755.  Did  he  say  that  he  had  no  experience  of 
large  cities  ?— I think  he  said  that  except  that  he 
knew  Dungarvan. 

3756.  Did  he  express  any  opinion  with  refer- 
ence to  the  extension  of  the  Act  to  Waterford  ? 

I do  not  think  his  opinion  bad  any  special 

reference  to  Waterford. 

3757.  Or  to  other  large  cities  ? — I do  not  think 
he  referred  to  any  of  the  other  large  cities ; I 
took  it  that  his  letter  referred  to  Waterford. 

3758.  You  have  no  very  particular  recollection 
•of  the  terms  of  that  letter,  or  of  what  he  said 
about  his  expression  of  opinion?— No,  I am  not 

^°3759C'  You  say  that  the  employers  of  labour  in 
Waterford  are  in  favour  of  an  extension  of  that 
Act  ? — I said  some  of  them  ; generally,  I would 

S 3760.  What  means  have  you  taken  to  ascertain 
the  opinions  of  those  employers?— I have  asked 
some  of  them  their  opinions. 

3761.  How  many  have  you  asked  ? — L suppose 

some  three  or  four.  . 

3762.  Do  they  reflect  the  opinions  ot  the  em- 
ployers generally  ? — I think  they  do. 

3763.  Did  you  ask  them  if  they  had  had  any 

conversation  about  the  matter  with  other  em- 
ployers ? — I have  not.  _ 

3764.  You  cannot  state  positively  to  the  Com- 
mittee what  the  opinions  of  the  employers  are 
upon  the  subject  ?— Not  positively,  certainly. 

3765.  You  have  not  taken  any  steps  to  ascer- 
tain their  opinions  generally? — No. 

3766.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  working 
classes ; they,  you  say,  are  in  favour  of  things 
remaining  as  they  are  ? — I would  say  so. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

3767.  There  have  been  no  public  meetings  for 
or  against  the  extension  of  the  Act  ? — Not  that  I 
know  of. 

3768.  I suppose  a meeting  could  not  occur 
without  your  knowledge  ? — Not  a public  meet- 
ing. 

3769.  There  are  no  factories  in  Waterford,  are 
there,  beyond  those  engaged  in  the  curing,  of 
bacon? — I do  not  know  any  large  factories, 
certainly. 

3770.  Are  those  men  all  sober  ?— The  salters, 
as  a rule,  are. 

3771.  You  say  that  the  quay  labourers  are 
rather  disposed  to  over-indulgence  ? —That  is  so. 

3772.  They  work  very  hard,  do  they  not? — I 
believe  they  do. 

3773.  For  periods? — Yes. 

3774.  Then  they  are  days  off  work,  are  they 
not ? — They  are  days  off  work. 

3775.  They  are  busy  just  when  vessels  come 
into  the  port,  otherwise  the  men  have  a good 
deal  of  time  on  their  hands? — They  have. a good 
deal  of  time  on  their  hands  from  time  to  time. 

3776.  But  their  drinking  is  not  Sunday  drink- 
ing ? — Jt  is  every-day  drinking,  as  far  as  that 
goes. 

3777.  But  those  men  are  not  paid  exactly  on 
Saturdays  ?— No,  they  are  paid  on  the  termina- 
tion of  the  job. 

3778.  And,  consequently,  the  Saturday  closing 
or  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses  does  not  affect 
that  class  of  men  ?— No,  not  very  much. 

3779.  The  only  class  of  men  in  Waterford  who 
o-et  drunk  are  the  people  who  would  not  be 
affected  by  the  Saturday  closing  or  the  Sunday 
closing;  is  not  that  the  fact ?— I would  not  say 
that  they  are  the  only  people. 

3780.  Is  not  that  the  fact  ?— I would  not  say 
that  they  are  the  only  class  who  get  drunk,  but 
they  are  not  mostly  sober. 

3781.  Then  the  only  two  classes  of  labourers, 
according  to  your  own  statement,  are  the.  salters 
and  the  quay  labourers  ? — There  are  isolated 
labourers  beyond  those. 

3782.  Take  the  fact  into  your,  mind  that  the 
salters  are  sober  men  who  are  paid,  weekly,  and 
that  the  others  are  men  who  are  paid  by  the  job 
on  Monday,  Tuesday,. Wednesday,  or  Thursday, 
according  as  their  job  is  completed  or  their  vessel 
is  discharged ; is  it  not  the  fact  that  Satuiday 
nio’ht  or  Sunday  closing  would  not  affect  that 
class?— I do  not  think  anything  would  affect 

3783. "  Do  you  think  that  if  public-houses 

were  closed  on  Sundays  in  Waterford,,  it  would 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  clubs,  that  is  to  say, 
bogus  drinking  clubs  ? — I have  no  doubt  it 
would,  more  or  less. 

3784.  What  is  your  opinion  about  those  clubs. 
—I  think  they  would  be  a very  considerable  evil. 

3785.  Do  you  think  they  would  be  a greater 
evil  than  well-regulated  public-houses  ? — Yes, 
if  the  public-houses  were  well  regulated. 

3786.  You  think  a well  regulated  public-house 
is  the  lesser  evil  of  the  two  ? — Quite  so.. 

3787.  You  say  you  have  had  experience  ot 
those  clubs  in  Belfast  ? — I have.. 

3788.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  worK- 
ing  men’s  wives  and  families  with  regard^to 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
those  clubs,  as  compared  to  public-houses  ? — I 
do,  and  I know  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the 
neighbourhood. 

3789.  Which  would  their  families  prefer? — 
Anything  at  all  would  be  better  than  a bogus 
club,  where  people  sit  up  and  drink  all  night. 

3790.  Asa  matter  of  fact,  the  idea  of  a club 
is  distasteful  to  the  family  of  the  working  man  ? 
— There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

3791.  What  effect  would  the  closing  of  public- 
houses-  on  Sunday  have  upon  the  shebeens  ? — 
I do  not  think  if  the  powers  of  the  police  were 
extended  it  would  have  very  much  effect ; we 
have  certain  powers  at  present,  and  I think  if 
the  power  of  searching  under  a warrant  were 
extended  to  a three-monthly  warrant  that 
would  be  very  effectual. 

3792.  Is  it  not  your  experience  that  as  fast  as 
you  put  down  one  shebeen  another  springs  up? 
— That  is  hardly  so  in  Waterford;  but  if  you 
close  the  public-houses  altogether  on  Sundays,  I 
would  expect  that  you  would  have  considerably 
more  shebeens  than  you  would  if  you  opened 
them  from  two  to  five,  because  the  publican 
would  lose  all  interest  in  his  trade,  and,  conse- 
quently, we  should  get  no  information  whatever 
from  the  publican ; at  present  if  there  is  a 
shebeen  started  the  publicans  give  us  information 
about  it. 

3793.  Do  you  know  the  country  districts 
around  W aterford  ? — I do. 

3794.  Do  you  suspect  that  there  is  drink  ever 
sold  in  many  a little  roadside  house  ? — Not  in 
the  county  of  Waterford. 

3795.  Could  it  be  done  without  the  knowledge 
of  your  men  ? — It  is  possible,  but  I do  not  think 
it  is  by  any  means  probable. 

3796.  I want  to  say  a few  words  about  these 
low  public-houses ; it  is  your  experience  that 
there  are  a number  of  low  public-houses  in  every 
city,  is  it  not  ? — It  is. 

3797.  And  in  those  houses  drink  is  to  be  got 
if  anywhere  ? — Yes,  at  any  time,  certainly. 

3798.  I suppose  you  have  in  your  mind’s  eye 
a number  of  those  houses  which  would  be  likely 
to  run  the  risk  and  cheat  the  law  if  the  public- 
houses  were  closed  on  Sundays  in  Waterford? — 
There  is  no  doubt  it  would  be  attempted. 

3799.  That  would,  I suppose,  throw  increased 
duties  upon  you  and  your  men? — Yes. 

3800.  Would  it  be  more  difficult  for  you  to 
watch  those  comparatively  few  houses  than  to 
regulate  the  whole  trade  of  Waterford  when  the 
houses  are  opened  on  Sundays  at  stated  hours? — 
I do  not  think  it  would  be  very  much ; I think 
the  police  force  in  Waterford  are  sufficient  to 
cope  with  that. 

3801.  But  that  class  of  house  exists  in  Water- 
ford, does  it  not  ? — There  is  no  doubt  it  does,  and 
in  lact  in  every  large  town  in  Ireland. 

3802.  What  advantages  do  you  hope  to  derive 
by  extending  the  limit  for  the  bond  fide  traveller 
to  get  drink  ? — I think  you  would  have  generally 
bond  fide  travellers  where  you  have  not  got  them 
at  present — that  is  to  say,  a party  would  now 
walk  out  a distance  of  three  miles  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  obtaining  drink. 

3803.  Would  you  not  call  a man  who  walked 
into  the  country  for  recreation  a bond  fide  travel- 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
ler? — If  he  walked  a reasonable  distance  I 
would. 

3804.  But  do  you  call  five  or  six  miles  a rea- 
sonable distance? — Yes. 

3805.  You  can  walk  five  or  six  miles  with 
the  greatest  ease,  can  you  not  ? — I can. 

3806.  You  are  accustomed  to  out-door  occupa- 
tion ? — Yes. 

3807.  You  have  a healthy  look,  and  a splendid 
frame  nature  has  bestowed  upon  you ; now  you 
know  there  are  a number  of  young  men  in  the 
city  of  Waterford  who  are  confined  from  week’s 
end  to  week’s  end  ? — I do. 

3808.  Can  you  expect  those  men  to  be  so 
physically  powerful  as  to  be  able  to  walk  a jour- 
ney of  1 1 miles  before  they  get  refreshment,  that 
is  to  say,  five-and-a  half  miles  going  out,  and  five- 
and-a-half  miles  coming  back  ; do  you  think  that 
would  be  fair;  do  you  still  think  six  miles  is  a 
fair  limit?— I do.  think  six  miles  is  a fair  limit;. 
I do  not  think  that  after  walking  three  miles 
one  wants  refreshment. 

3809.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  you  were  march- 
ing your  men  through  the  country  you  would  like 
to  give  them  some  refreshment  after  they  had 
walked  three  miles  ? — I do  not. 

3810.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  a rule  of  the  ser- 
vice that  soldiers  should  get  a rest  at  every  three 
miles  ? — I do  not  know  that. 

3811.  Even  on  a forced  march  it  is  the  rule  of 
the  service  ? — As  a rule  soldiers  carry  their  packs 
and  our  men  do  not. 

3812.  But  it  is  the  rule  that  soldiers  carry 
drink  in  a barrel,  and  it  is  a rule  that  they  are 
served  with  rations  of  grog  at  stated  intervals ; 
now,  if  we  extended  the  limit  as  you  propose,  do 
you  think  that  as  large  a proportion  of  those 
young  men  would  go  into  the  country  for  healthy 
exercise  on  a Sunday  as  do  now  ? — I do  not  think 
they  walk  very  far  on  Sundays ; as  a rule  the 
young  men  of  Watei-ford  mostly  go  to  Tramore,  to- 
which  they  go  to  by  train  in  the  summer-time. 

3813.  But  there  must  be  a great  number  of 
young  men  who  prefer  to  walk  on  a country  road 
for  exercise  ? — I believe  not  to  any  considerable 
extent. 

38 14.  Would  you  not  consider  it  a hardship  to 
compel  those  young  men  to  march  six  miles 
before  they  can  get  refreshment  ? — I do  not 
think  they  want  it  under  that  distance. 

3815.  Do  not  you  think  it  useful  for  those 
men  to  take  healthy  exercise  in  the  country? — 

1 do- 

38 16.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  a dis- 
advantage to  put  obstacles  in  their  way? — Cer- 
tainly, to  put  obstacles  in  their  way. 

3817.  And  if  the  six-mile  limit  were  an  ob- 
stacle, would  you  recommend  its  being  placed  in 
their  way  ? — If  it  were  an  obstacle  I daresay 
one  might  reconsider  it ; but  I do  not  think  it 
would  be. 

3818.  If  we  had  an  application  to  that  effect 
from  that  class  of  people,  would  you  insist  on  the 
recommendation? — I merely  give  you  my  ex- 
perience. 

3819.  Did  you  express  any  opinion  upon  the 
curtailment  of  hours  on  Sundays  ? — Yes,  I did. 

3820.  What  did  you  say? — I suggested  that 
the  opening  hours  should  be  from  two  to  five 
o’clock. 

x 2 3821.  What 
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Mr.  John  O’  Connor— continued. 

3821.  What  would  you  have  the  people  doing 
from  five  o’clock  until  they  went  to  bed  at  eleven 
o’clock — that  is  six  hours? — I do  not  know 
exactly  what  they  do  alter  seven  o’clock,  or 
whatever  the  hour  may  be. 

3822.  Do  not  you  think  that  a great  many  of 
them  would  go  to  the  bogus  clubs  and  shebeens, 
which  you  say  would  be  likely  to  crop  up  after 
the  extension  of  the  Act? — I do  not  think  we 
would  have  many  shebeens. 

3823.  Do  not  you  think  that  there  would  be 
an  inducement  for  people  to  establish  clubs  of 
this  dangerous  character? — There  is  no  doubt 
there  would. 

3824.  And  that  they  would  be  a great,  source 
of  danger,  and  worse  than  public-houses  in  your 
opinion? — I think  so. 

3825.  Although  this  danger  exists,  you  still 
recommend  the  closing  or  the  curtailment  of  the 
hours  ? — I think  something  should  be  done  with 
regard  to  bogus  clubs.  I think  that  the  clubs 
should  be  properly  licensed,  and  that  the  police 
should  have  proper  control  over  them.  I do  not 
mean  in  the  least  to  say  that  bogus  clubs  or  clubs 
generally  should  remain  as  they  are. 

Mr.  Peter  Ml Donald. 

3826.  You  say  you  gathered,  as  far  as  you 
could,  the  public  opinion  of  Waterford  regarding 
Sunday  closing ; is  that  so  ? — Yes. 

3327.  You  say  that  all  the  Protestant  clergy, 
aud  the  greater  number  of  the  Catholic  clergy, 
are  in  favour  of  it  ? — Yes. 

3S28.  Did  you  consult  those  clergymen  indi- 
vidually ? — I did  not. 

3829.  How  can  you  know  that  if  you  did  not 
consult  them  ? — I have  made  inquiries  generally. 

3830.  Of  whom  did  you  make  inquiries?— 
With  regard  to  the  Protestant  clergy,  I saw 
a correspondence  in  the  newspapers  about  the 
matter. 

3831.  But  the  correspondence  cannot  give  you 
their  opinion:  it  would  only  give  you  the  opinion 
of  the  writer  or  coi’respondent  ? — I spoke  to  the 
bishop  on  the  subject. 

3832.  Was  that  the  Catholic  bishop? — No, 
the  Protestant  bishop ; at  least,  in  the  course  of 
a conversation,  he  mentioned  Sunday  closing. 

3833.  Did  you  speak  to  the  Catholic  bishop? 
— No,  I did  not. 

3834.  Nor  to  any  of  the  Catholic  clergy  on 
the  subject? — I did  not. 

3835.  Yet  you  tell  the  Committee  what  the 
opinions  of  the  Catholic  bishop  and  the  Catholic 
clergy  of  Waterford  are,  though  you  never  spoke 
to  any  of  them? — The  Catholic  bisliop  wrote  a 
letter,  which  was  inserted  in  one  of  the  . local 
newspapers  recently,  and  I gathered  from  that 
that  he  was  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  in 
Waterford. 

3836.  Is  that  the  letter  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  had  no  experience  of  large  cities  ? — That  is  so. 

3837.  Consequently  he  confined  his  opinion 
solely  to  the  city  of  Waterford?-— I take  it  to 
be  so. 

3838.  You  say  that  there  was  no  meetings 
held  either  for  or  against  the  extension  of  the 
Act  in  Waterford  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  ; 
there  was  no  public  announcement  of  any  meet- 
ing. 

3839.  You  also  said  that  the  employers  of 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
labour  in  Waterford  were  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  ? — That  is  my  impression. 

3840.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Heron?— Yes;  I 
know  his  establishment. 

3841.  Is  he  not  a large  employer  of  labour? — 
I should  not  say  that  he  is  a very  large 
employer  of  labour. 

3842.  In  what  trade  is  he  ?— He  is  a draper. 

3843.  Is  he  not  also  an  extensive  boot  manu- 
facturer?—I am  not  aware  that  he  is.  I know 
that  he  sells  boots,  but  whether  he  manufactures 
them  or  not,  I cannot  say. 

3844.  Is  he  a member  of  the  corporation  ? — 
I do  not  know.  I have  only  been  in  Waterford 
for  eight  months. 

3845.  Do  you  know  the  existence  of  any 
clubs  in  Waterford? — What  kind  of  clubs  do 
you  refer  to  ? 

3846.  Any  clubs? — There  is  the  City  Club 
and  the  County  Club. 

3847.  When  do  they  close? — I think  at  one 
o’clock. 

3848.  Dou  you  think  it  is  right  and  proper 
that  the  City  Club,  the  County  Club  and  those 
other  clubs — what  I might  call  the  aristocratic 
clubs — should  keep  open  till  one  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  the  public-houses  must  close 
early  ? — A club  is  looked  upon  as  one’s  own 
house  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  but  I would 
not  like  to  give  an  opinion  upon  that  subject. 

3849.  If  the  working  men’s  clubs  got  the 
same  liberty,  do  you  think  that  that  liberty 
would  be  abused  ?— I <xm  afraid  it  would. 

3850.  And  it  is  not  abused,  you  say,  in  re- 
spectable clubs  ? — I never  heard  of  it. 

3851.  You  handed  in  to  the  Committee  some 
statistics  as  regards  the  number  of  charges 
against  publicans  for  breaches  of  fhe  licensing 
laws  on  Sundays,  and  the  number  of  convictions, 
from  which  I see  that,  in  the  year  1879,  there 
were  two  charges ; in  1880,  there  were  two 
charges  ; there  were  none  in  1881  and  1882;  in 
1883,  there  were  11;  in  1884,  there  were  15  ; 
in  1885,  there  were  seven;  in  1886,  there  were 
12,  and  in  1887,  there  were  17.  Those  charges 
seem  to  be  very  much  on  the  increase;  is  not 
that  so? — Yes. 

3852.  When  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  first 
came  into  operation,  you  had  only  two  charges, 
and  last  year  you  had  17  charges  ; are  the  con- 
victions increasing  in  the  same  ratio? — I do  not 
think  so. 

3853.  It  appears  to  be  not  quite  so  much,  but 
the  convictions  last  year  were  four  times  as  many 
as  the  convictions  in  1879  and  188l)  ; is  not  that 
so  ? — I would  say  so. 

3854.  In  1878  and  1880,  all  the  charges  made 
were  substantiated,  and  conviction  followed? — Yes. 

3855.  In  1886  you  had  seven  convictions ; is 
that  not  so  ? — Yes. 

3856.  And  in  1887  you  had  eight  convictions? 
—Yes. 

3857.  So  that  both  the  charges  and  the  con- 
victions have  been  increasing,  I may  say,  year  by 
year,  from  the  time  when  the  Act  came  into  force 
up  to  the  present? — That  is  so. 

3858.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that?— There 
is  a certain  class  of  public-houses  of  small  valua- 
tion in  Waterford  and  elsewhere  where  they 
will  sell  at  any  time,  when  they  can  do  so  with 

;mpUnitJ-  3859.  Would 
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3859.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  suppress 
that  class  of  public-house? — Certainly;  I think 
so ; the  respectable  trader  would  only  sell  during 
the  open  hours. 

3860.  Consequently  it  is  exceedingly  injurious 
to  the  public  morals  to  give  licenses  to  such  low- 
class  houses  ?— That  is  my  experience.  I made  a 
suggestion  to  the  Committee  with  regard  to  the 
valuation  of  licensed  houses.  I think  there  ought 
to  be  some  valuation  attached  to  them. 

3961.  Then,  judging  by  the  statistics  you  have 
handed  in,  it  does  not  seem  that  the  operation  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  tended  towards  the 
direction  of  temperance? — I do  not  think  it  has 
very  considerably. 

3662.  It  has  made  no  very  great  difference  ; in 
fact,  things  are  just  as  they  were  before  the  Act 
same  into  operation  ? — They  are  almost  the  same. 

Chairman. 

3863.  Do  those  returns  refer  to  the  municipal 
boundary?— Yes,  they  refer  to  the  municipal 
altogether. 

3864.  But  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  _ never 
applied  to  that  except  as  regards  shortening  the 
hours  ? — Except  as  regards  shortening  the  hours 
from  nine  o’clock  to  seven  o’clock. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

3865.  Is  not  the  municipal  boundary  a smaller 
area  than  the  Parliamentary  boundary  ?— Yes,  a 
great  deal. 

3866.  And  does  not  the  exemption  apply  to  the 
whole  of  the  municipal  area? — It  applies  to  the 
municipal  area  only,  not  to  the  Parliamentary  area. 

3867.  Consequently,  judging  from  the  statistics 
that  you  have  handed  in,  does  it  not  appear  to 
you  that  no  public  good  has  arisen  from  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act? — That  is  so,  but  of 
course  the  hours  were  only  shortened  by  two 
hours. 

3868.  Have  you  not  a number  of  suspected 
houses ; that  is  to  say,  those  low  public-houses 
or  shebeens  in  Waterford? — There  are  some.. 

3869.  What  means  do  you  take  for  preventing 
illicit  sale?— Since  1 have  been  in  Waterford  we 
take  out  warrants  as  a matter  of  course  where 
we  get  information  or  suspect  houses,  and  search 
them  from  time  to  time. 

3870.  Notwithstanding  all  your  watchfulness 
you  are  not  able  under  the  existing  law  to  sup- 
press them  totally ?-I  think  not  altogether;  but 
I do  not  think  that  they  exist  to  any  great  extent 
in  Waterford. 

3871.  Those  houses  of  this  class  are,  as  you 
may  say,  brought  into  existence  by  the  respect- 
able publicans  being  prevented  from  selling  within 
certain  hours  ? — I would  not  say  that  at  all, 
because  even  supposing  you  permitted  the  pub- 
licans to  be  open  till  eleven  o’clock  ou  Sunday 
nio-ht  you  would  still  have  a few  shebeens  who 
would  sell  between  eleven  o’clock  on  Sunday 
night  and  the  next  morning. 

3872.  Have  you  issued  many  such  warrants 
durng  the  preceding  year?— I cannot  tell  you 
how  many  we  issued,  but  a good  many. 

3873.  Would  you  say  a couple  of  hundred  ? — 
No,  not  as  many  as  that. 

3874.  Would  you  say  more  than  one  hundred  i 
—No,  nor  one  hundred.  I would  say  probably 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
something  over  20 — that  is  to  say,  warrants  to 
search  for  liquor  kept  for  sale. 

3875.  Perhaps  you  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  number  correctly;  is  that  so? 

I cannot  give  the  number  correctly. 

3876.  I have  been  informed  that  there  were 
156  warrants  issued  during  last  year? — I have 
no  knowledge  with  reference  to  that. 

3877.  You  talked  of  the  difficulty  of  the  police 
getting  into  suspected  houses ; that  difficulty 
applies  to  the  low  class  of  public-house,  I pre- 
sume ? — h es. 

3878.  Whereas  the  respectable  trader  rarely  or 
never  hesitates  to  let  the  police  in ; is  that  not 
so  ? — That  is  so.  They  admit  the  police  at  once, 
and  as  a rule  there  is  nothing  to  hide  on  the  part 
of  the  respectable  traders. 

3879.  And  you  would  be  disposed  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  the  licensed  vintner  rather  than 
to  lower  it? — That  is  so. 

3880.  You  would  be  for  a limitation  of  the 
licensing,  and  of  keeping  open  during  certain 
hours? — Yes. 

3881.  Your  consider  that  if  the  respectable 
trader  cannot  keep  open,  the  petty  publican,  who 
is  likely  to  infringe  the  law,  would  not  act  up  to 
the  spirit  of  the  law  ; in  other  words,  the  small 
publican  is  the  more  likely  to  break  the  law  of 
the  two?— That  is  my  experience,  certainly. 

3882.  And  he  will  break  it,  because  the 
better-class  publican  cannot  keep  his  premises 
open  ? —I  think  so. 

3883.  At  what  hours  do  you  say  you  would 
recommend  closing  on  Saturdays  ?— Nine  o’clock. 

3884.  Are  the  publicans  of  Waterford  also 
orocers  ? — They  are  mostly  grocers ; in  fact,  I 
might  say  almost  altogether. 

3885.  Would  it  not  be  a deprivation  to  those 
people  to  be  obliged  to  close  their  premises  at 
nine  o’clock  ? — l think  the  marketing  is  nearly 
done,  in  fact  it  is  practically  done,  by  nine 
o’clock. 

3886.  Is  there  much  drinking  on  Saturday 
night  ? — There  is  a good  deal. 

3887.  Is  there  more  drinking  than  there  is  on 
Wednesday  night  ? — There  is. 

3888.  Has  that  Saturday  night  drinking  any 

effect  upon  the  Sunday  arrests  ?— I do  not  think 
it  has  much.  . 

3889.  Then  the  drinking  cannot  be  carried  on 
durino-  the  night,  I suppose? — I do  not  think 
that  the  people  drink  excessively  during  the 
nioht ; in  fact,  after  twelve  o’clock  on  Saturday 
niSht  in  Waterford  there  are  very  few  people 
inthe  streets,  and  the  public-houses,  as  a rule, 
are  all  right  at  that  time. 

3890.  Would  you  think  the  hours  between 
two  and  five  sufficient  for  Sunday  opening  ?— I 
would,  quite. 

3891.  Do  you  think  that  the  same  state  ot 
things  prevails  in  Waterford  as  in  Belfast,  which 
you  know  better,  with  regard  to  the  hours  during 
which  publicans  should  keep  their  premises 
open  ?^— -I  do. 

3892.  You  think  that  Waterford  should  be 
put  upon  the  same  level  as  Belfast  ? — I do. 

3893.  What  other  cities  and  towns  in  Ireland 
do  you  know  ? — I know  Dublin. 

3894.  What  would  you  recommend  with  re- 
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Mr.  Peter  McDonald — continued, 
gard  to  Dublin  ? — I would  make  a similar  recom- 
mendation with  regard  to  Dublin. 

3895.  And  you  would  not  close  public-houses 
in  the  exempted  cities  totally  on  Sundays  ?— -No. 
I may  say  that  the  proportion  of  public-houses 
in  Waterford,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  is 
very  different  from  that  in  Belfast ; there  are 
only  676  public-houses  in  Belfast,  with  a popu- 
lation of  220,000,  whereas  we  have  216  in 
Waterford  with  a population  of  22,000. 

3896.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  proportion  of 
public-houses  to  the  population,  in  both  cities,  is 
much  about  the  same  in  proportion  to  the  popu- 
lation ? — No,  not  at  all. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3897.  Upon  this  subject,  I would  ask  if  the 
public-houses  that  you  have  counted  are  within 
the  Parliamentary  boundary  or  within  the 
municipal  boundary  ?— -There  are  within  the 
municipal  boundary  216. 

3898.  What  is  the  population  within  the  muni- 
cipal boundary  ? — 22,457. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

3899.  I think  you  said  just  now  that  you 
thought  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  Waterford 
had  not  made  a very  great  deal  of  difference  with 
regard  to  convictions  for  Sunday  drinking. 
Have  you  studied  the  figures  you  have  given 
us  ? — I have. 

3900.  Are  you  aware  that  the  average  num- 
ber of  convictions  for  the  five  years  before  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act,  was  100.J,  and  for  the  nine 
years  since,  the  average  is  only  71 showing  a 
diminution  of  30  per  cent,  in  Waterford  on 
Sundays  only  ? — I think  I went  more  upon  the 
number  of  arrests  than  upon  the  number  of  con- 
victions. 

3901.  But  the  number  of  convictions  is  really 
the  test  of  drinking,  is  it  not? — It  is  hardly  so, 
and  I will  tell  you  why.  A man  is  frequently 
discharged,  and  that  is  not  counted  as  a con- 
viction. 

Chairman. 

3902.  Is  not-  a discharge  with  a caution 
counted  as  a conviction  ? — No,  I have  not  known 
that. 

3903.  It  was  proved  by  a witness  to  be  the 
practice  in  Dublin  to  enter  “ discharged  with  a 
caution  ” as  a conviction  ? — I will  not  be  sure  : 
but  still  we  have  no  cases  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

3904.  The  same  course  of  action  would  be 
•followed  by  the  magistrates  belore  as  after  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act,  as  to  convictions,  would  it 
not  ? — Y es,  as  to  convictions. 

3905.  Then  we  may  assume  a decrease  of  con- 
victions to  the  extent  of  30  per  cent,  to  be  a 
material  decrease  ? — Yes. 

3906.  Then  supposing  there  were  any  increase 
in  shebeening,  do  you  think  that  the  powers  of 
the  police  are  insufficient  to  cope  with  it  in 
Waterford? — I do. 

3907.  Would  you  like  some  larger  powers  to 
be  conferred  upon  them  ?— I would.  I think  if  a 
man  were  on  duty,  and  he  knew  at  the  time  that 
a place  was  being  used  as  a shebeen,  he  ought  to 
have  the  power  of  entry  with  the  authority,  say, 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued, 
of  the  chief  officer  of  the  constabulary.  Men 
frequently  on  duty  at  night  know,  or  suspect,  or 
have  good  grounds  for  believing,  that  liquor  is 
being  sold  in  various  houses,  but  they  cannot 
enter  without  a warrant ; they  cannot  seize  with- 
out a warrant. 

3908.  Have  you  heard  any  demand  for  a 
repeal  of  the  Act  in  the  districts  of  Ireland  where 
the  houses  are  closed  wholly  on  Sunday? — No,  I 
have  not. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

3909.  I should  like  to  ask  whether  your  return 
from  1864  shows  the  number  of  arrests  for  the 
whole  year  ? — Yes. 

3910.  And  not  the  average  ? — No. 

3911.  Then  is  that  proportion  about  one  to 
340  of  the  population? — Yes. 

3912.  Do  you  think  that  constitutes  a pressing 
public  necessity  for  an  alteration  of  the  law  ? — 
Of  course  there  is  a good  deal  of  drunkenness 
where  the  party  is  not  arrested. 

3913.  With  regard  to  the  bona  fide  traveller, 
I think  you  said  you  thought  six  miles  would  be 
a fair  limit ; but  do  not  you  think  that  is  rather 
too  far  for  people  who  wish  to  obtain  reasonable 
refreshment? — I do  not  think  it  would  be  too 
far  if  they  wanted  refreshment  after  six  miles ; I 
think  three  miles  is  too  short. 

3914.  I mean  for  reasonable  refreshment,  not 
an  absolute  necessity  ? — If  you  could  restrict  it 
to  reasonable  refreshment  1 would  not  mind  at 
all  the  limit  being  three  miles,  but  I am  very 
much  afraid  the  drinking  is  not  restricted  to 
“ reasonable  refreshment.” 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

3915.  Is  the  bond  fide  traveller  system  abused? 
— It  is,  very  considerably,  no  doubt. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

3916.  I understood  you  to  say  that  you  looked 
upon  a club  as  equivalent  to  the  house  of  the 
individual  member  who  belonged  to  it  ? — Yes. 

3917.  Is  not  the  public-house  rather  regarded 
in  the  same  light  by  the  poorer  classes  as  the 
club  of  the  working  men  ? — I never  heard  that 
it  was. 

3918.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  likely  to  lead 
to  some  feeling  of  class  jealousy  if  the  clubs  of 
the  middle  classes  were  allowed  to  remain  open 
till  one  in  the  morning,  and  the  public-houses 
were  closed  at  five  o’clock  ? — I do  not  think  it 
would  lead  to  anything  of  that  sort. 

3919.  But  you  think  it  would  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  bogus  clubs  ? — I think  if  you 
closed  the  public-houses  altogether  on  Sundays 
it  would ; but  I do  not  think  it  would  if  you 
shortened  the  hours  by  two. 

3920.  But  an  extension  of  the  Acts  as  they 
now  exist  in  other  parts  of  Ireland  to  Waterford 
and  other  large  towns  would,  you  think,  lead  to 
the  creation  of  bogus  clubs? — Certainly  it 
would,  in  Waterford. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

3921.  I think  you  said  that  the  figures  of 
arrests  would  be  more  satisfactory  regarding  the 
number  of  cases  of  druukenness  than  the  number 
of  convictions  ? — Yes. 

3922.  I see 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

3922.  I see  by  this  return  that  in  1874  there 
were  122  arrests;  in  1875  there  were  87  arrests; 
in  1876  there  were  133  arrests;  in  1877  there 
were  128  arrests ; and  in  1878  there  were  159 
arrests  ; then,  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  there 
is  a falling  off;  in  1879  there  were  105  arrests  ; 
in  1880  there  were  99  arrests;  in  1881  there 
were  88  arrests  ; in  1882  there  were  96  arrests  ; 
in  1883  there  were  111  arrests;  in  1884  there 
were  104  arrests  : in  1885  there  were  128 
arrests;  in  1886  there  were  100  arrests;  and  in 
1887  there  were  112  arrests,  so  that  there  is  an 
improvement  upon  past  years? — Yes,  there  is 
some  slight  diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests. 

3923.  So  that  the  Act  of  1878,  as  regards 
Waterford  city,  has  been  beneficial  according  to 
these  figures  ?— It  was  in  the  first  few  years  very 
much  more  beneficial  than  it  is  at  present. 

3924.  Can  you  account  for  the  recent  increase 
in  the  number  of  arrests? — I cannot;  I. have 
theorised  upon  it,  but  I cannot  account  for  it. 

3925.  You  stated  that  there  were  two  classes 
of  labourers  in  Waterford,  the  quay  labourers 
and  the  salters  ?—  Yes. 

3926.  And  you  stated  that  the  salters,  as  a 
rule,  were  a sober  class? — They  are,  as  a rule,  a 
sober  class. 

3927.  With  regard  to  these  quay  labourers, 
how  are  they  paid? — They  are  paid  first  of 
all  by  the  shipping  people  for  loading  and 
unloading  ships,  and  then  they  are  paid  by 
passengers  for  carrying  their  luggage. 

3928.  As  a rule,  do  they  work  on  Sundays  ? — 
Sometimes  they  do. 

3929.  It  depends  upon  ships  coming  in? — 
That  is  so,  but  not  often. 

3930.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  entire  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sundays,  in  Waterford, 
would  be  an  inconvenience  to  the.  working 
classes? — I suppose,  more  or  less,  it  would, 
that  is,  to  the  parties  anxious  to  get  drink. 

3931.  Do  you  think,  if  the  public-houses  were 
closed  and  the  temptation  were  out  of  the  way 
of  the  working  classes,  there  would  be  as.  much 
Sunday  drinking  in  Waterford  as  there  is  ? — I 
do  not  think  there  would  be  so  much  Sunday 
drinking  as  there  iis. 

3932.  You  think  it  would  be  beneficial  as 
regards  the  cause  of  temperance,  if  public-houses 
were  closed  on  Sundays  ? — Certainly  ; but  there 
are  some  parties  in  Waterford  who  would  get 
drink,  no  matter  how  they  got  it. 

3933.  But  there  would  not.  be  so  many  cases 
of  drunkenness  in  Waterford,  if  the  houses  were 
closed  ? — I do  not  think  there  would. 

3934.  With  regard  to  the  Saturdays,  you  stated 
that  the  houses  could  be  closed  at  nine  o’clock 
without  any  inconvenience? — Yes;  I think  so, 
without  any  inconvenience;  their  marketing  is 
done  then. 

3935.  What  is  the  Wednesday  market  that 
you  spoke  about,  in  Waterford? — It  is  a pig 
market ; it  is  opened  very  early  in  the  morning, 
and  then  there  is  a hay  market  and  a general 

3936.  That  brings  many  country  people  into 
the  city? — Yes. 

3937.  At  what  time  do  they  generally  leave? 
The  country  people  would  leave  early  in  the 
evening. 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

3938.  They  would  all  have  left  by  six  o’clock, 
would  they  not? — Yes,  mostly. 

3939.  So  that  if  the  public-houses  were  closed 
by  nine  o’clock  even  onthe  Wednesday,  it  would 
not  inconvenience  the  country  people  at  all? — It 
would  not  at  all. 

3940.  In  fact,  do  I rightly  understand  you  to 
say  that  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  entirely 
on  Sundays,  and  at  an  earlier  hour  on  the  other 
nights  of  the  week,  say  nine  o’clock,  there  would 
be  less  drunkenness  than  there  is  ? — That  is  my 
opinion. 

Mr.  Big  gar. 

3941.  What  time  on  Saturday  do  Messrs. 
Feargus  & Co.  and  Messrs.  Heron  & Co.  and 
the  larger  drapers  close? — I think  they  are  open 
on  Saturday  evening  till  seven  o’clock. 

3942.  Of  course  they  adopt  those  hours  in  their 
own  interests  ; there  is  no  pressure  upon  them  to 
do  so? — No. 

3043.  You  spoke,  I think,  of  some  low  public- 
houses  in  Waterford ; about  how  many  of  them 
are  there  in  Waterford  altogether,  would  you  say? 
— I suppose  there  would  be  probably  between  30 
and  40. 

3944.  How  many  police  have  you  in  Water- 
ford ? — There  are  62  attached  to  the  city,  and 
there  is  a small  rural  force  of  about  20  men. 

3945.  Could  not  you  make  it  perfectly  impos- 
sible for  those  publicans  to  infringe  the  law  if  the 
law  came  into  force? — You  could  by  exhausting 
the  entire  force  at  my  disposal  in  Waterford. 

3946.  In  point  of  fact  you  could  starve  those 
people  out  ? — Certainly. 

3947.  Suppose  the  public-houses  were  allowed 
to  be  open  for  three  hours  or  upwards  on  Sunday 
in  the  city  of  Waterford  and  other  cities  in  Ire- 
land, is  there  any  justification  for  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clause  in  those  cities  outside  those 
hours  ? — A bond  fide  traveller  may  come  in  at  any 
time  ; he  might  come  in  at  eleven  o’clock  or 
twelve  o’clock  at  night. 

3948.  That  is  to  say,  if  he  came  as  a visitor  to 
an  hotel ; but  take  the  case  of  Belfast : is  there 
any  population  outside  those  places  that  is  at  all 
likely  to  come  in  to  use  those  houses  outside  the 
public-house  hours,  that  is  to  say,  from  two  to 
five? — Yes;  there  would  be,  of  course,  parties 
arriving  by  trains  and  parties  walking  coming 
into  Waterford  at  all  hours  on  a Sunday. 

3949.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  they  walk  into 
Waterford  and  walk  out  the  same  day  ? — Yes. 

3950.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  some 
justification  for  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause, 
even  supposing  the  public-houses  were  open  for 
three  hours  ? — I do,  because  a traveller  might  not 
require  refreshment  during  that  period  ; as  a rule, 
it  would  be  three  hours  out  of  the  24. 


Mr.  llowntree. 

3951.  When  you  were  speaking  of  the  class  of 
labourers  who  were  addicted  to  free  indulgence, 
you  used  the  expression,  “ I do  not  think  any- 
thing would  affect  that  class,”  but  I understand 
from  you  that  there  are  many  alterations  of  the 
law,  including  further  restrictions  which  you 
would  consider  would  be  distinctly  beneficial  to 
the  community  and  would  wish  to  see  carried  out; 
is  that  so? — Yes. 

x 4 3952.  I do 
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Mr.  liowntree — continued. 

3952.  I do  not  know  whether  your  figures 
would  show  the  number  of  licenses  10  years  ago 
in  Waterford  ; you  spoke  of  216  ; now,  does 
that  x-epresent.  a large  incx-ease  upon  the  number 
in  former  years? — I cannot  say  that;  but  I 
would  say  that  I believe  there  has  been  a con- 
siderable  increase  in  the  number  of  public- 
houses  in  Waterford  ; the  amount  of  that  increase 
I could  not  give. 

Mr.  Lea. 

3953.  In  answer  to  a question  put  to  you  by 
an  honourable  Member,  you  stated  that  not  much 
good  had  arisen  from  the  Sunday  Closing  Act ; 
I presume  you  mean  in  the  City  of  Waterford? 
— Yes. 

3954.  You  do  not  apply  that  remark  to  the 
country  districts? — Yes,  I do. 

3955.  Do  you  know  the  country  districts  ? — 
Fairly  well. 

3956.  Do  you  know  of  any  bogus  clubs  in  the 
country  districts  ? — I do  not  think  there  are  any. 

3957.  Has  Sunday  closing,  in  your  opinion, 
given  rise  to  any  shebeening  in  country  districts? 
—No. 

3958.  You  think  if  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
came  into  effect  in  Waterford,  the  police  would 
be  able  to  deal  with  shebeening  ?— I think  so,  if 
our  powers  were  slightly  extended. 

3959.  You  have  been  asked  with  regard  to  the 
class  of  public-houses  open  on  Sunday ; would 
you  limit  the  Sunday  opening  to  the  better  class 
of  public-houses  ? — I would  not  limit  it  to  par- 
ticular houses  at  all ; I think  you  could  hardly 
do  that. 

3960.  Do  you  know  the  city  of  Derry  at  all  ? 
— I have  been  there,  but  I cannot  say  that  I 
know  it. 

3961.  You  do  not  know  lhat  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  is  in  force  there? — I know  that  it  is 
in  force. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3962.  You  have  handed  in  a return  of  Sunday 
arrests  for  drunkenness ; what  hours  do  those 
returns  cover  ? — I think  between  the  hours  of 
eight  on  Sunday  morning  and  eight  on  Monday 
morning. 

3963.  Are  you  quite  sure  of  that,  because 
those  figures  differ  from  the  Parliamentary 
returns?— I think  that  will  appear  from  the 
returns. 

3964.  This  ( handing  a Parliamentary  Return 
to  the  Witness)  is  a Return  to  an  order  showing 
the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  for  six 
months  previous  to  the  Act  coming  into  force, 
and  for  six  months  after  the  adoption  of  the  Act  ? 
— I find  the  total  is  59. 

3965.  That  is,  that  during  six  months  previous 
to  the  Act  coming  into  operation,  there  were  59 
arrests  for  drunkenness? — Yes. 

3966.  Now  take  the  next  six  months  under 
the  Act  ? — There  were  36. 

3967.  Do  your  returns  show,  what  the  honour- 
able Member  for  Darlington  brought  out,  a 
diminution  in  the  whole  period  of  30  per  cent, 
on  the  number  of  Sunday  arrests  ? — I do  not 
think  they  do. 

3968.  If  you  take  the  convictions  after  the 
Act  came  into  operation,  of  course  you  must 


Mi-.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
take  the  convictions  before  the  Act  came  into 
operation ; and  therefore  if  you  take  the  arrests 
after  the  Act  came  into  operation,  you  must  take 
the  arrests  before  the  Act  came  into  opei-ation? 
— Yes. 

3969.  Therefore  it  comes  to  practically  the 
same  thing,  does  it  not  ? — No  doubt. 

3970.  Is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  Sunday 
i-etui-ns  that  you  have  handed  in  to  the  Committee 
this,  that  they  show  since  the  Act  came  into 
operation  a reduction  in  the  convictions  for  Sun- 
day drinking  of  30  per  cent.  ?— Yes,  I think  so, 
in  that  view. 

3971.  Are  there  not  some  places  round  Watex-- 
ford  to  which  your  population  would  be  likely  to 
go  on  Sundays? — Yes,  thei-e  is  Tramore. 

3972.  And  Passage? — No;  they  do  not  go  to 
Passage  much. 

3973.  How  far  is  Tramore  from  W aterford  ? — 
Seven  statute  miles. 

3974.  Admitting  that  a certain  class  of  the 
population  go  on  walking  tours,  and  are  utterly 
exhausted  at  the  end  of  a three  miles’  walk,  what 
is  your  genei-al  opinion  of  the  gentleman  who . 
now  ranks  as  a bond  fide  traveller  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Watei-ford;  does  he  belong  to  that 
class? — If  you  mean  a man  who  is  utterly  ex- 
hausted by  that  journey,  I should  say  I do  not 
think  so. 

3975.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  a considei-able 
number  of  the  so-called  bond  fide  travellers  are 
people  who  ti-avel  a distance  mei-ely  to  get  drink? 
— I would  not  say  that,  because,  to  begin  with, 
the  public-houses  are  open  on  Sundays  in  Water- 
ford. 

3976.  But  I am  speaking  of  districts  outside 
Waterford  ; may  I take  it  that  the  ordinax-y  bond 
fide  ti-avellers  outside  the  city  of  Waterford,  the 
people  who  go  outside  the  city  of  Waterfoi-d 
three,  four,  and  five  miles,  are  people  who  ax-e  on 
legitimate  business,  or  are  they  people  who  go 
because  there  is  a public-house  there  ? — I do  not 
think  they  go  because  there  is  a public-house 
there ; I think  they  go  for  a walk ; they  know  they 
can  get  drink  in  Waterford  before  they  go  out 
if  they  want  it.  If  they  wanted  drink  merely,  I 
hardly  think  they  would  leave  the  city  at  all. 

3977.  It  was  proved  in  Dublin  that  they  did ; 
I am  speaking  of  the  closed  hours,  that  is  to  say, 
before  two  o’clock? — I do  not  think  many  of 
them  go  to  them. 

3978.  But  you  are  of  opinion  that  in  Water- 
ford the  bond  fide  tx-aveller  question  can  be  fairly 
met  by  the  six-mile  limit  ? — I am. 

3979.  Do  you  know  a single  bogus  club  in  all 
Ireland  ? — At  present  I cannot  say  that  I do. 

3980.  You  are  aware  that  the  hours  of  sale  on 
Sunday  have  been  restricted  frequently  during 
the  last  few  yeax-s  ? — Yes. 

3981.  And  that  those  restrictions  have  not 
produced  these  clubs  in  any  case  to  your  know- 
ledge ? — I cannot  say  that,  because  1 knew  of 
two  clubs  in  Belfast. 

Chairman. 

3982.  You  know  of  none  now,  but  did  you 
know  some  ? — 1 did  in  the  past. 

3983.  Do  those  exist  now  ? — One  of  them 
does. 

3984.  Are 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

3984.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Committee  have 
had  evidence  from  the  mayor  and  the  district 
inspector  of  Belfast  that  there  was  no  such  thing? 
— I refer  to  the  time  prior  to  my  transfer  to 
Waterford.  There  was  one  in  Belfast  before  I 
was  transferred  to  Waterford.  I do  not  know 
whether  it  has  been  suppressed  since. 

3985.  With  the  exception  of  Belfast,  where 
the  public-houses  are  not  closed  on  Sundays,  you 
do  not  know  of  a bogus  club  which  has  been 
established  under  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  ? — I 
do  not. 

3986.  Do  you  know  the  present  Bishop  of 
Waterford? — I do  not. 

3987.  You  referred  to  a letter  written  by  the 
present  Bishop  of  Waterford? — I did. 

3988.  Would  you  be  able  to  identify  that  letter 
if  I were  to  place  it  in  your  hands  ? — I think  so. 

3989.  Are  you  aware  that,  speaking  as  a priest 
who  had  had  experience  in  the  country,  he  stated 
that  great  evils  would  arise  if  the  existing  law 
were  allowed  to  lapse? — That  is  my  recollection 
of  it. 

3990.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  used  these 
words  : “ Putting  aside  the  roughs  and  the  poor 
unfortunate  people  who  have  to  live  by  the  liquor 
traffic,  all  the  industrious  and  respectable  classes 
are  unanimously  opposed  to  the  unrestricted  sale 
of  alcoholic  fusel  oil  ; perhaps  something  even 
worse”? — I think  I remember  that. 

3991.  That  being  the  bishop’s  view  as  to 
the  Sunday,  do  you  remember  these  words  as 
regards  other  days : “ The  late  hour  at  which 
grog  shops  are  allowed  to  be  kept  open  works 
the  most  ruin”? — Yes. 

3992.  He  asks,  Is  there  any  reason  for  this 
except  the  excise  and  the  publicans’  interest”  ? — 
I think  not. 

3993.  Pie  also  says,  “ About  cities,  as  I have 
no  experience,  I offer  no  opinion ; ” he  was 
speaking  from  his  experience  as  a parish  priest 
in  Dungarvan  ? — Yes. 

3994.  Upon  that  you  ground  the  opinion  that 
the  Bishop  of  Waterford  is  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  ? — Yes. 

3995.  And  is  in  favour  of  Saturday  early 
closing? — Yes. 

3996-  Does  not  he  say,  “ I have  known 
hundreds  of  poor  people  to  bring  in  to  market 
sheep  and  piglings  at  nine  o’clock  a.m.,  and  that 
these  were  found  at  ten  o’clock  at  night  all 
starving  in  their  creels,  whilst  the  owners  were 
visiting  public- house  after  public-house? — Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

3997.  Would  not  that  apply  to  Wednesday, 
the  market  day  ? — No  doubt. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Iiussell. 

3998.  Do  you  think  that  the  bishop  is  in 
favour  of  closing  public-houses  earlier  on  every 
Aveek-day  as  well  as  on  Saturday? — I should 
say  so. 

3999.  Now,  as  regards  the  Protestant  bishop 
and  clergy,  you  are  quite  certain  that  they  are 
in  favour  of  both  measures  ; that  is  to  say,  Sun- 
day closing  and  earlier  hours  on  Saturday? — 
Yes. 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4000.  You  have  been  asked  a question  about 
the  bishop’s  reference  to  the  sale  of  fusel  oil ; do 
you  think  respectable  publicans  sell  fusel  oil  as  a 
drink  ? — I do  not ; but  I think  there  is  a great 
deal  of  bad  Avhiskey  sold  in  Waterford. 

4001.  Do  you  know  the  county?  — Yes,  I 
know  the  county  fairly  well. 

4002.  Are  many  of  the  arrests  for  drunkenness 
those  of  people  Avho  are  going  home  drunk  after 
the  market,  as  it  is  stated  ? — Not  many,  but  there 
are  some. 

4003.  Is  not  the  country  well  policed? — No 
doubt  it  is.  The  police  stations  are  dotted  over 
the  country  four  or  five  miles  from  each  other. 

4004.  Have  you  had  any  acquaintance  Avith 
Belfast? — Yes,  I have. 

4005.  Did  you  ever  see  a letter  from  the 
Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  upon  this  subject? 
— I cannot  call  it  to  mind. 

4006.  You  were  asked  a question  by  the 
honourable  Member  for  Tyrone  about  convic- 
tions for  drunkenness  six  months  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act  and  six  months  after  the  passing 
of  the  Act ; do  you  think  six  months  a fair 
average  ? — It  is  not  much  of  a criterion,  certainly. 

4007.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  immediate 
effect  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  as  shown  in 
these  returns,  Avoukl  indicate  that  the  people 
have  not  got  into  the  ways  and  means  of  defeating 
the  Act  and  cheating  it? — Yes,  certainly.  A 
more  extended  period  would  give  you  a better 
idea. 

4008.  From  your  own  observation  of  the 
operation  of  the  Act,  is  there  any  decrease  in 
the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  on  Sunday 
for  breaches  of  the  Act  ? — There  would  appear 
to  be. 

4009.  Were  you  in  the  service  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act  ? — I Avas ; I was  stationed  at 
Newry  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
and  I certainly  saw  a very  marked  improvement 
in  Newry  after  the  passing  of  that  Act. 

4010.  Was  that  improvement  perceived  im 
mediately  ? — Yes,  immediately. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

4011.  That  improvement  did  not  continue,  did 
it? — I Avas  there  till  1879,  and  I cannot  say 
further. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4012.  Did  the  improvement  continue  through 
1879,  as  long  as  you  Avere  there? — I believe  it 
did ; I certainly  sarv  an  immediate  improvement. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

4013.  Is  the  tendency  at  present  an  upward 
or  a downward  one  Avith  regard  to  the  convictions 
for  breaches  of  the  SundayClosingAct? — I cannot 
say,  generally,  I can  only  speak  of  Waterford. 

4014.  With  regard  to  those  convictions,  how 
do  you  account  for  the  apparent  decrease  ; you 
say  “ discharged  Avith  a caution  ” is  not  entered 
in  the  book  as  a conviction  ? — It  is  not  entered 
as  a conviction. 

4015.  Used  they  to  be  entered  on  former 
occasions  ? — I do  not  think  they  ever  Avere ; I do 
not  see  hoAv  you  could  enter  them  so. 

4016.  But  police  inspectors  from  Dublin  have 
stated  that  they  are  entered  as  convictions  ; and 
that  in  Dublin  where  they  are  entered  the  figures 

Y were 
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were  identical ; do  you  think  if  discharges  with  a 
caution  were  entered  as  convictions,  they  would 
amount  to  an  identical  figure?  — Yes,  almost 
identical  with  the  arrests. 

4017.  With  the  arrests  in  the  former  period? 
— I cannot  say  that. 

Chairman. 

4018.  As  I understand  the  question  of  the 
honourable  Member,  it  is  this  : If  the  discharges 
with  cautions  were  entered  as  convictions,  would 
the  number  of  arrests  and  the  number  of  con- 
victions for  the  same  period  correspond ; if  you 
give  the  number  of  arrests  for,  say,  the  sale  of 
spirits  as  100,  and  we  find  the  number  that  are  con- 
victed is  80  for  the  same  period,  showing  a 
difference  of  20,  the  question  of  the  honourable 
Member  is : is  that  discrepancy  caused  mainly  by 
what  I may  call  “ acquittals  on  merits,”  or  by 
“discharged  with  cautions”? — There  is  no  such 
thing  as  a discharge  with  a caution,  as  far  as  my 
returns  are  concerned. 

4019.  But  does  it  exist  as  a matter  of  fact  ? — 
It  does  exist,  but  not  in  Waterford.  I have 
never  known  such  a thing  to  be  done  as  a dis- 
charge with  a caution  in  Waterford. 

4020.  Supposing  it  were  a first  offence,  and  the 
magistrate  did  not  wish  to  fine  the  man,  how 
would  the  magistrate  deal  with  him? — He  would 
discharge  him  with  a caution. 

4021.  And  that  would  not  appear  in  the  re- 
turns ? — That  is  so. 

4022.  Bid  you  make  up  the  returns  upon  that 
principle  ? —I  did. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4023.  Do  you  think  the  general  habits  of  the 
people  are  somewhat  improved? — I think  they 
are  in  their  normal  state ; I cannot  say  that  I 
see  either  improvement  or  deterioration. 

4024.  Are  not  the  people  becoming  more  sober 
than  they  used  to  be  ?— I cannot  say  that  I can 
detect  any  difference. 

4025.  Are  there  any  temperance  associations 
in  connection  with  the  Church  ? — There  is  one 
in  Waterford. 

4026.  Is  it  a very  powerful  association? — I do 
not  think  it  is  very  large,  but  the  Mayor  is  here 
and  will  be  able  to  give  you  more  information 
upon  that  point  than  I can. 

4027.  You  were  asked,  I think,  by  the  honour- 
able Member  for  Derry,  whether  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  had  resulted  in  any  good ; I would 
ask  whether  you  would  think  it  has  resulted  in 
any  great  harm,  that  is  to  say,  the  public-houses 
remaining  open  on  Sunday  ? — I cannot  say  that 
it  has  done  any  particular  harm. 

4028.  You  were  asked  a question  by  the 
honourable  Member  for  Darlington,  whether  the 
closing  ot  public-houses  in  Waterford  would  re- 
sult in  inconvenience  to  any  large  class  of  people, 
and  you  said  that  it  would  be  an  inconvenience 
to  those  who  desired  to  get  drink,  but  you  also 
made  an  observation  to  the  effect  that  those,  who 
desired  to  get  drink  would  get  it  somehow ; is  not 
that  so  ? — Yes. 

4029.  That  is  to  say,  a drunkard  will  get 
drink?— That  is  so  under  the  present  state  of 
the  law. 

4030.  Then  the  inconvenience  would  apply 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
only  to  those  who  make  a proper  use  of  the 
public-houses  ? — I do  not  know  exactly  that ; I 
think  that  the  spending  of  a great  part  of  the 
day  and  Sunday  evening  in  a public-house  is  a 
considerable  evil. 

4031.  Do  you  think  that,  if  a man  who  makes 
a moderate  use  of  the  public-house  should  be  pur 
to  great  inconvenience  in  order  to  grapple  with 
the  common  drunkard  ? — Certainly  not  ; the  man 
who  makes  a moderate  use  of  the  public-house  I 
would  not  refuse. 

4032.  Do  you  think  that  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Saturday  at  nine  o’clock  would  result 
in  an  increase  of  home  drinking  ? — I do  not. 

4033.  Do  not  you  think  that  people  would  take 
drink  home  with  them  ? — I do  not,  not  to  any 
great  extent. 

4034.  Do  you  think  they  would  do  so  on 
Sunday  evenings? — Not  very  much  much  ; I do 
not  think  they  would. 

4035.  Do  not  you  think  they  would  take 
whisky  in  bottles  home  with  them,  and  spend  the 
hours  in  each  other’s  houses  ? — I do  not  think 
they  would  do  that  to  any  great  extent. 

4036.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the 
habits  of  the  Irish  people  ? — Yes,  I am. 

4037.  You  were  asked  a question  about 
Tramorc;  that  is  seven  miles,  you  say,  from 
Waterford ; that  would  be  beyond  the  limit  that 
you  would  recommend  ? — Yes. 

4038.  Are  there  any  other  charming  places 
about  Waterford  that  are  not  seven  miles  away, 
and  that  would  not  reach  your  limit  of  distance  ? 
— I do  not  know  any. 

4039.  What  about  Kilmacow  ? — That  is  not  a 
very  charming  neighbourhood. 

4040.  What  about  Slieverue  and  the  Sweep  ? 
— The  Sweep  would  be  six  miles  fully. 

4041.  Is  it  not  under  six  miles? — It  is  fully 
six  miles. 

4042.  Does  the  tram  run  there  ? — No. 

4043.  Is  it  not  a nice  walk? — Yes,  to  the 
Sweep. 

4044.  It  is  a fine  healthy  resort,  is  it  not? — 
Yes. 

4045.  And  the  people  go  there  in  large  num- 
bers, do  they  not  ? — I do  not  think  they  do, 
indeed;  they  go  there  occasionally  for  football 
matches  and  that  sort  of  thing  on  Sundays ; 
on  ordinary  days  they  do  not  use  the  place  very 
much. 

4046.  Did  you  speak  to  the  Protestant  clergy 
about  this  matter  ? — I did ; I spoke  to  one  or 
two  incidentally. 

4047.  What  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Slattery , j.p., 
upon  the  subject  ?— I do  not  know  ; I did  not 
ask  him. 

4048.  Now,  1 will  ask  you  another  question 
upon  another  matter.  You  made  a statement 
about  the  police  being  admitted  quickly  into  the 
public-houses  which  they  suspect  are  committing 
a breach  of  the  law  ; have  there  been  any  cases 
before  the  Court  to  your  knowledge  of  unusual 
delay? — Yes,  there  have. 

4049.  You  suspect  that  there  had  been  some 

unlawful  practice  going  on  ?— I do.  __ 

4050.  How  many  would  you  say  ? — There 
have  been  three  or  four  recently  ; there  was  one, 
I think,  at  the  second  last  Petty  Sessions. 

4051.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  another  case 

except 
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except  that  one  case? — I have  in  this  way,  that 
complaints  have  been  made  that  we  were  not  ad- 
mitted for  a certain  time,  and  in  some  cases  it 
came  to  ten  minutes. 

4052.  In  your  memory,  and  in  the  memory  of 
anyone  under  your  command,  has  there  been  a 


Mr.  John  O'Connoi — continued, 
prosecution  except  that  one  ? — W e cannot  prose- 
cute, because  it  is  not  a criminal  offence ; if  the 
police  be  admitted  we  cannot  prosecute  under  the 
statute. 

4053.  And  this  case  was  dismissed  ? — It  was. 


Mr.  Thomas  Toole,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

4054.  Are  you  the  Mayor  of  Waterford? — I 
am. 

4055.  Are  you  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
publicans’  trade  in  Waterford? — Yes. 

4056.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  in  what 
way  you  are  connected  with  the  publicans’  trade  ? 
— I have  a public-house  that  was  left  me  as  a 
legacy  by  an  old  aunt  of  mine  about  eight  or  ten 
years  ago. 

4057.  Do  you  work  that  house  yourself  ? — In 
the  way  of  having  a manager  there  I do.  It  is  a 
place  I very  seldom  visit. 

4058.  Does  he  manage  it  for  you  ? — A lady 
manages  it  for  me. 

4059.  You  hold  the  license? — I do. 

4060.  Do  you  make  any  profit  from  it  ? — No. 

4061.  Do  you  derive  any  benefit  from  it? — No. 

4062.  Are  you  a magistrate  in  petty  sessions? 
— Yes,  in  virtue  of  my  office  as  mayor. 

4063.  Has  your  corporation  taken  any  steps 
with  regard  to  the  legislation  by  the  House  of 
Commons  upon  this  subject? — Yes,  they  have 
passed  a resolution  upon  the  subject. 

4064.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  resolution  ? 
— I think  it  was  asking  more  particularly  not  to 
have  the  present  law  disturbed. 

Chairman. 

4065.  Could  you  state  the  date  of  that  resolu- 
tion ? — I do  not  think  I have  the  date. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4066.  Is  this  the  resolution  {handing  a.  paper  to 
the  Witness ) ? — It  is.  This  is  the  prayer  of  the 
petition : “ Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  your 
honourable  House  not  to  pass  either  or  any  of  the 
Bills  now  before  Parliament  for  the  renewal, 
amendment,  and  extension  of  the  Sale  of  Liquors 
on  Sundays  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,  or  for  the  earlier 
closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays  in  Ireland.” 

4067.  This  resolution  says  that  there  is  no 
justification  for  an  extension  of  the  Act  to 
Waterford  ; that  is  to  say,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
council  ? — That  is  so. 

Chairman. 

4068.  Would  you  state  to  the  Committee  what 
is  the  entire  number  of  the  corporation  ? — Forty. 

4069.  How  many  were  present  upon  that 
occasion  ? — Seventeen. 

4070.  How  was  the  voting? — It  was  unani- 
mous. 

4071.  Was  that  meeting  specially  convened 
to  consider  this  question? — Yes. 

4072.  Was  it  convened  by  notice  ? — It  was. 

4073.  All  the  40  members  had  notice  that  this 
question  was  coming  on? — Yes.  There  was 
another  matter  at  the  same  time;  it  was  a 

0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

political  matter,  and  both  were  brought  on 
together ; the  one,  a special  meeting,  was  held 
immediately  after  the  other. 

4074.  Would  that  17  be  a fair  average  attend- 
ance ? — I think  so. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4075.  This  petition  alludes  to  the  public 
“ being  driven  to  resort  to  these  illicit  and  other 
sources  for  procuring  drink,  which  are,  unfortu- 
nately, so  numerous  iu  Waterford  and  other  large 
cities.”  What  illicit  sources  do  the  corporation 
allude  to  in  that  statement  ?— My  impression  is,, 
that  they  refer  to  shebeen-houses. 

4076.  Are  they  numerous  in  Waterford? — 
The  public  impression  is  that  they  are. 

4077.  What  is  the  public  impression  based 
upon  ? — It  is  based  upon  the  knowledge,  I 
presume,  of  different  parties.  I know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  there  are  some,  but  really  1 
cannot  say  that  my  knowledge  is  as  extensive  as 
that  of  others.  There  are  some  people  who 
are  under  the  impression  that  they  are  very 
numerous. 

4078.  Could  they  exist  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  police  ? — I do  not  think  so,  if  the  police 
paid  proper  attention  to  the  subject. 

4079.  But,  as  a matter  of  fact,  they  do  exist  T 
— That  is  my  belief. 

4080.  Are  there  any  other  illicit  houses  ? — l 
am  not  aware  of  any  other  sources  except  drink- 
ing after  hours  in  some  few  public-houses. 

4081.  That  is  to  say,  in  some  of  the  low  public- 
houses  ? — I do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge, 
that  any  of  the  houses  are  very  particularly  low; 
they  are  small. 

4082.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  shebeen 
drinking  and  drinking  in  low  public-houses  after 
hours  would  be  increased  by  the  closing  of 
public-houses  totally  on  Sunday  ? — That  is  my 
opinion. 

4083.  And  by  the  closing  of  public-houses  at 
an  earlier  hour  on  Saturday  evening  ? — I would 
be  afraid  of  that. 

4084.  Those  are  the  reasons  why  the  corpora- 
tion adopted  this  petition  unanimously  ? — I think 
so. 

4085.  I think  the  petition  also  states  something 
about  the  improvement  in  artizans’  dwellings, 
and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  that 
that  would  be  the  true  solution  of  the  question 
of  drunkenness?— Yes,  that  would  be  one  part 
of  the  true  solution  ; there  might  be  other  ways. 

4086.  It  was  stated  before  this  Committee  by 
a magistrate  of  great  experience  in  Dublin  that 
an  improvement  in  the  artizans’  dwellings  would 
be  the  true  solution  of  the  question  ; have  you 
any  observation  to  make  upon  that  point?— I 

Y 2 think 
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Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued, 
think  that  is  the  true  solution,  and  that  I concur 
with  him.  Did  he  mean  that  it  was  the  only- 
solution  ? 

4087.  That  it  was  the  true  solution  ? — I agree 
with  him  in  the  main ; but  I would  say  that 
there  could  be  other  improvements  made,  such  as 
the  raising  of  the  valuation  of  public-houses  and 
confining  the  sale  of  drink  as  much  as  possible  to 
respectable  houses.  I would  say  that  that  would 
be  another  thing  which  would  have  a tendency' 
to  restrict  excess  in  drink. 

4088.  Then  do  the  corporation  think  that  a 
further  extension  of  the  Act  would  lead  to  the 
demoralisation  of  the  people  ? — Y es. 

4089.  I suppose  you  mean  that  home  drinking 
would  be  increased  to  a great  extent  ? — Yes. 

4090.  And  you  consider  that  a great  evil,  do 
you  not? — I do. 

4091.  And  a greater  evil  than  drinking  in 
well-regulated  public-houses? — Yes. 

4092.  And  do  you  think  that  there  is  any  fear 
of  drinking  clubs  being  established  ? — I should 
say  so. 

4093.  Those  would  also  be  a great  danger,  in 
your  opinion,  would  they  not  ? — I think  so. 

4094.  And  you  consider  that  they  would  be 
a greater  danger  than  well-regulated  public- 
houses? — Yes. 

4095.  Do  you  know  what  the  opinions  of  the 
wives  and  families  of  the  working  men  would  be 
with  regard  to  club  drinking? — I do  not  know 
anything  about  their  wives  and  families  ; 1 only 
know  the  men  themselves. 

4096.  It  would  be  a great  demoralisation  to  a 
family  to  have  drink  continually  brought  into 
their  houses  and  consumed  there  ? — Yes. 

4097.  You  know  the  habits  of  the  people 
retty  well,  do  you  not? — I think  I do  ; I was 
orn  in  AY aterford. 

4098.  If  the  houses  were  closed  early  on  Satur- 
day night,  would  the  people  not  take  drink  home 
with  them  ? — 1 fear  so. 

4099.  And  on  Sunday  in  like  manner  ? — Yes. 

4100.  That  is  the  kind  of  demoralisation  the 
corporation  fears  ? — Yes. 

4101.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  board 
of  guardians  ? — I am  a member  ex  officio  in  virtue 
of  my  office ; I am  vice  chairman  of  the  board  of 
guardians  this  year. 

4102.  Have  the  board  of  guardians  taken  any 
steps  in  the  matter?— They  passed  a similar 
resolution. 

4103.  AVhen -was  that;  was  it  in  the  present 
year? — Yes;  it  was  subsequent  to  the  corpora- 
tion’s resolution  ; it  was  on  the  14th  of  March. 

4104.  The  resolution  was  passed  upon  the 
motion  of  Alderman  Redmond  ? — Yes. 

4105.  AVere  you  present? — I was. 

4106.  That  resolution  states  that  a state  of 
things  would  arise  after  the  enactment  of  the 
proposed  laws  which  would  tend  to  the  moral 
and  social  degradation  of  their  fellow-country- 
men?— Yes,  it  was  something  to  that  effect. 

4107.  That  is  the  substance  of  the  resolution? 
— Yes. 

Chairman. 

410S.  Was  there  a specially-convened  meeting 
to  consider  this  question  ?— No,  it  was  an  ordinary 
meeting. 


Chairman — continued. 

4109.  Do  you  recollect  what  was  the  attend- 
ance at  that  meeting  ? — I think  it  was  not  very 
large ; I quite  forget  how  many  were  there,  but 
I think  it  was  not  a very  large  meeting  ; but  we 
have  had  smaller  attendances  in  the  ordinary 
course. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4110.  No  notice  was  given  of  that  meeting? — 
No,  no  notice  was  given  of  the  consideration  of 
this  subject  except  at  the  meeting. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

4111.  The  meeting  passed  this  strong  opinion 
which  I have  read  upon  the  Saturday  and  Sunday 
Closing  Bills  that  were  supposed  to  be  before  the 
House  ? — Yes. 

41 12.  You  heard  a reference  made  to  the  letter 
of  the  Bishop  of  AVaterford ; what  is  your  opinion 
about  that  letter  ; what  did  it  lead  you  to  think  ? 
— It  led  me  to  think  that  the  bishop  pronounced 
as  to  the  district  in  which  he  had  been  stationed 
a great  number  of  years,  but  I did  not  take  it  as 

at  all  referring  to  the  city  of  AYaterford. 

4113.  In  fact,  he  declined  to  give  any  opinion 
about  the  exempted  cities? — Yes. 

4114.  Do  you  know  Father  Moteler,  adminis- 
trator of  St.  John’s  parish? — Yes,  I do. 

4115.  Would  he  have  a good  knowledge  of  the 
locality? — Yes,  he  ought  to  have  a good  know- 
ledge of  the  locality. 

4116.  He  understands  the  requirements  of  the 
people,  does  he  not? — Yes. 

4117.  And  the  dangers  that  arise  from  drink- 
ing?— Yes;  I think  that  in  his  parish  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  shebeening. 

4118.  Is  he  president  of  a temperance  associa- 
tion?— Yes. 

4119.  Have  you  heard  or  read  any  of  the 
pronouncements  made  by  Father  Moteler  ? — I 
have  heard  his  sermons  advising  the  people  to  be 
sober. 

4120.  Having  heard  the  statements  of  Father 
Moteler,  are  you  able  to  slate  what  his  opinions 
are  upon  this  subject? — His  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject I have  gathered  from  a statement  I have 
heard  read,  as  far  as  the  Sunday  closing  and  the 
Saturday  closing  go. 

4121.  Did  he,  in  any  of  those  sermons,  ever 
allude  to  the  results  that  would  be  likely  to 
accrue  from  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sunday? — I never  heard  him  allude  to  the 
subject. 

4122.  Did  he  make  no  allusion  whatever  to 
the  probable  increase  of  shebeen  houses  ? — I do 
not  think  I ever  heard  him  speak  upon  that. 

4123.  Did  he  ever  denounce  club  drinking  in 
any  of  his  sermons  ?— I never  heard  him. 

4124.  I suppose  there  are  no  bogus  clubs  in 
AVaterford? — Not  that  I am  aware  of;  1 do  not 
think  so. 

4125.  Did  he  allude  to  any  drinking  at  home  ? 
— Yes,  he  alluded  to  drinking  generally.  He  is 
a man  who  has  always  taken  a great  interest  in 
temperance  matters,  and  I have  heard  him  often 
allude  to  it,  advising  people  to  abstain  from 
drinking  as  much  as  possible. 

4126.  Has  there  been  any  desire  manifested 
bv  the  people  of  Waterford  for  further  legisla- 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
tion  upon  this  subject? — Not  that  lam  aware 
of. 

4127.  Have  they  expressed  any  opinion  in 
favour  of  such  legislation  ? — No. 

4128.  Neither  upon  the  early  Saturday  night 
closing  nor  upon  the  Sunday  closing  ? — No. 

4129.  Have  you  taken  any  steps  to  ascertain 
the  opinions  of  the  working  people  upon  the 
subject? — I have  spoken  to  several  of  the  work- 
ing classes. 

4130.  Were  they  men  representative  of  their 
class? — Yes,  they  were. 

4131.  Did  they  reflect  the  views  of  the  work- 
ing classes  ? — Yes,  fairly  well. 

Chairman. 

4132.  About  how  many  would  you  have 
spoken  to  ? — About  15  to  20. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4133.  Were  they  connected  with  the  different 
trades’  bodies  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

4134.  What  was  their  opinion? — Their  opinion, 
as  far  as  I could  gather,  was  that  they  would 
prefer  leaving  things  as  they  are. 

4135.  They  prefer,  I suppose,  to  use  the 
respectably  conducted  public- houses  to  running 
the  risk  and  the  temptation  of  going  to  shebeen- 
houses? — Yes;  and  they  also  dreaded  the  home 
drinking. 

Chairman. 

4136.  Did  they  make  that  statement  to  you 
about  the  home  drinking  and  clubs  ? — Yes,  they 

did. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4137.  As  a matter  of  fact,  at  present  there  is 
little  or  no  home  drinking  in  Waterford? — I 
think  there  is  very  little  to  my  knowledge. 

4138.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  shopkeepers  in 
Waterford  upon  the  subject? — I have  spoken  to 
several,  drapers,  ironmongers,  clothiers,  and 
several  others,  and  the  majority  are  in  favour  of 
leaving  the  Act  as  it  is.  Some  few  were  in 
favour  of  restricting  the  hours  for  an  hour  on 
Saturday  night  and  an  hour  on  Sunday,  but  not 
going  further  than  that ; and  I may  say  that 
their  opinions  as  regarded  home  drinking  and 
shebeen-houses  completely  coincided  with  the 
opinions  of  the  working  men  I am  in  contact 
with. 

4139.  And  those  would  be  the  people  who 
employ  the  working  men? — Yes,  a great  many 
of  them. 

4140.  They  have  shop  assistants,  have  they 
not? — Yes. 

4141.  And  they  employ  people  in  the  repair 
and  erection  of  houses  ?— Yes. 

4142.  Do  they  suffer  in  their  business  from 
the  existing  state  of  things  ? — I do  not  go  as  far 
as  that  with  them. 

4143.  Do  you  think  that  the  present  law  is 
effectively  administered  by  the  police? — I do 
not. 

4144.  What  is  your  impression  ? — My  impres- 
sion is  that,  as  far  as  Waterford  is  concerned 
(speaking  from  my  knowledge  of  it),  the  present 
licensing  law  is  not  properly  administered  as  it 
should  be. 

4145.  How  is  that  ? — I do  not  think  the  police, 
0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
lately  particularly,  have  had  as  much  time  to 
devote  to  watching  the  application  of  the  law  as 
they  should  have ; they  have  been  more  occupied 
with  political  business,  and  leaving  the  city. 

4146.  Do  you  think  that  accounts  for  the  di- 
minution of  the  number  of  arrests  on  Sunday  of 
late  years? — It  might,  to  some  extent. 

4147.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  the  police 
inspector,  did  you  not  ? — I did. 

4148.  And  you  think  that  that  accounts  to 
some  extent  fox1  the  diminution  in  the  number  of 
arrests  ? — The  diminution  of  arrests  would  also 
arise,  I should  say,  from  the  improved  tone  of 
the  people. 

Chairman. 

4149.  You  think  the  tone  of  the  people  has 
improved  ?—  I think  so  ; in  fact,  I can  state  so 
definitely  from  my  own  observation. 

4150.  How  far  back  would  you  go  ? — As  far 
as  my  recollection  goes,  I was  born  in  Water- 
ford, and  lived  in  it  during  my  younger  days, 
and  for  the  last  24  years  I have  rarely  left  it. 
Mv  remembrance  of  drunkenness  then  and  now 
leads  me  very  much  to  take  a favourable  view 
of  things.  I believe  people  have  more  control 
over  themselves,  and  that  a drunken  man  in  the 
street  is  a rarer  sight  now  than  ever  it  was. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4151.  You  would  say  that  better  habits  and 
increased  education  are  improving  the  people  ? — 
Yes  ; habits  of  self-respect  are  induced. 

4152.  I suppose  occasionally  the  police  act 
by  fits  and  starts ; put  on  a spurt,  as  it  were? — 1 
would  say  so. 

4153.  Then  what  is  the  effect  of  this  spasmodic 
exertion  on  their  part  ? — My  belief  as  a magis- 
trate is  that  the  police,  when  they  put  on  these 
fits  and  starts,  would  like  to  lead  the  magistrates 
on  to  convict  on  any  evidence  they  think  proper 
to  put  before  them. 

4154.  In  your  opinion,  why  do  they  not  pursue 
a regular  and  even  course  ? — They  canuot ; it  is 
impossible,  as  they  are  ordered  about.  If  you  take 
all  the  police  away  from  Waterford  at  a certain 
time  and  send  them  down  to  New  Ross,  staying 
in  New  Ross  all  day  and  coming  back  on  Sunday 
night  or  Monday  morning,  the  police  cannot 
exercise  that  effective  supervision  over  the  moral 
and  social  state  of  the  city  that  they  would  if  they 
had  stayed  in  the  city  and  did  not  leave  it. 

Chairman. 

4155.  You  think  that  the  variations  in  the 
numbers  are  to  a great  extent  due  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  police  service  ? — 1 would  say  not 
altogether,  but  to  some  extent. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4156.  You  think  that  a uniform  and  strict 
application  of  the  present  law  would  result  bene- 
ficially ?— I do. 

4157.  And  that  would  make  any  further  legis- 
lation unnecessary? — Yes,  I would  say  so. 

4158.  Have  you  any  recommendation  to  make 
to  the  Committee  on  that  point  ? — I never  knew 
an  instance,  I may  say,  of  a publican  being 
brought  before  the  magistrates  for  giving  a man 
driuk  to  make  him  drunk.  I believe  under  the 
present  law  you  have  the  power  of  punishing  a 
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Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued, 
publican  for  doing  that.  I never  heard  of  an  in- 
stance of  a publican  being  brought  before  a 
magistrate  for  giving  drink  to  a man  that  had 
taken  drink  already.  I never  knew  an  instance 
of  a publican  being  brought  before  a magistrate 
for  giving  drink  to  youths  under  16  years  of  age. 
When  I say  that  there  should  be  a closer  applica- 
tion of  the  law,  I mean  in  that  sense. 

4159.  You  would  punish  people  found  on 
premises  at  improper  hours?— Yes,  I would,  more 
severely  than  is  done  at  present ; because  I think 
they  solicit  and  put  the  publican  in  a very  awk- 
ward position  by  asking  for  drink  when  the  time 
is  up  for  closing  ; he  does  not  like  to  refuse,  be- 
cause if  he  does  he  may  lose  their  custom.  I 
think  if  those  people  were  punished  more  severely 
than  they  are  at  present  it  would  make  them 
anxious  to  leave  the  premises  at  the  closing  hour, 
and  not  to  go  in  at  a prohibited  time. 

4160.  What  would  you  recommend  with  regard 
to  increasing  vigilance  over  shebeen-houses  ? — I 
would  recommend  that  the  police  should  exercise 
more  vigilance  and  watch  the  keepers  of  them 
more  closely,  and  that  when  taken  in  the  act  they 
should  be  punished  more  severely  than  they  are 
at  present. 

Chairman. 

4161.  May  I ask  whether  you  have  called 
the  attention  of  the  police  to  the  houses  you 
happen  to  know  of? — I rather  referred  to  the 
instances,  not  to  the  houses. 

4162.  But  did  you  call  the  attention  of  the 
police  to  them? — No,  I did  not;  one  of  them 
happened  two  years  ago.  I have  had  conversa- 
tion with  Mr,  Bull,  who  was  examined  before 
the  Committee,  as  to  the  spasmodic  application 
of  the  licensing  law.  The  police  do  not  apply 
the  law  consistently  and  regularly,  as  they  should, 
and  they  would  let  people  go  on  sometimes. 
You  would  have  an  easy  inspector-,  who  would 
let  people  go  on,  and  then  you  would  have  the 
constables  do  the  same,  and  then  it  was  like  trap- 
ping them,  coming  down  upon  them  all  of  a 
sudden.  If  the  law  were  applied  uniformly,  my 
opinion  is  that  you  would  have  a very  little  amount 
of  evasion  of  the  present  Act. 

4163.  Do  you  wish  to  give  the  Committee  any 
instance  of  shebeening  ? — I do.  It  happened  in 
a family  that  I am  very  well  acquainted  with. 
The  lady  of  the  house  was  sick,  and  she  had  a 
nurse  attending  her ; the  nurse  left  her.  She 
got  leave  to  go  home  on  a certain  evening,  and 
the  reason  given  for  it  was  that  this  woman  had 
a shebeen-house,  and  there  was  a wake  in  the 
neighbourhood.  She  begged  the  lady  of  the 
house  to  allow  her  to  go  home  that  evening, 
alleging  that,  if  not,  it  would  be  a serious  loss  to 
her  in  not  being  able  to  sell  drink  while  the 
wake  was  on.  I know  that  of  my  own  know- 
ledge. 

4164.  "What  kind  of  house  was  that? — It  was 
a small  cottage-house,  of  which  tire  rent  would 
be  about  half-a-crown  a week. 

4165.  What  class  of  houses  are  they  that  you 
suspected  of  being  shebeens  ? —They  are  those 
small  houses. 

4166.  Are  they  shops  of  any  kind  ? — Yes,  they 
might  be  hucksters  or  otherwise,  say,  upon  the 
outskirts  between  the  municipal  and  the  Parlia- 


Chairman — continued. 

mentary  boundary,  and  some  of  them,  perhaps, 
within  the  municipal  boundary. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

4167.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  a large 
development  of  that  sort  of  thing  if  there  were 
further  restrictions  ? — I would  fear  it. 

4168.  Is  there  much  drunkenness  on  Sundays 
in  Waterford  ? — I do  not  think  so  ; in  fact,  I may 
say,  since  I have  been  a magistrate,  and  had  a 
little  knowledge  of  it,  that  there  is  not. 

4169.  Have  you  any  recommendation  to  make 
to  the  Committee  with  regard  to  a better  plan 
than  this  proposed  legislation  for  stopping  the 
evils  of  any  dx-unkenness  that  might  exist  ? — The 
only  reeommendatious  that  1 can  make  are  in  the 
form  of  a closer  and  more  stringent  application 
of  the  present  law  as  it  exists,  aud  in  improving 
the  artisans’  dwellings  ; as  raising  the  moral  and 
material  comfort  of  the  people  and  their  educa- 
tion and  self-respect,  and  imparting  a good  tone 
in  every  way  one  could. 

4170.  You  do  not  believe  much  in  Acts  of 
Parliament? — I do  not,  for  the  Irish  people. 

4171.  I mean  in  the  way  of  making  them 
sober  ? — No. 

4172.  Are  you  a teetotaller  yourself? — I am 
not  a teetotaller,  but  I bad  been  a total  abstainer 
for  a great  number  of  years  until  I was  ordered 
to  take  a little  medicinally  by  my  doctor.  I take 
very  little. 

4173.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  in- 
spector with  regard  to  the  bona  Jide  traveller 
clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  ? — I did. 

4174.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a hardship  to 
a great  number  of  your  fellow  citizens  to  have 
the  limit  extended  to  five  or  six  miles  ? — I do. 

4175.  Do  you  think  that  the  bona  Jide  traveller 
clause  is  abused  to  any  great  extent  ? —I  do  not 
think  so. 

4176.  Is  it  used  with  advantage  by  a great 
number  of  people  ? — The  advantage  is  problema- 
tical ; I know  it  is  used  with,  perhaps,  satisfac- 
tion by  a lot  of  them,  but  I could  not  say  that  it 
was  used  to  disadvantage. 

4177.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a great 
hardship  upon  the  people  who  go  for  a walk  on 
Sundays? — ldo.  1 think  it  would  be  a great 
hardship  upon  myself,  if  I were  to  go  for  a walk 
on  Sunday  and  were  prohibited  from  having  a 
class  of  beer  or  a bottle  of  stout  if  I wished  for 
it,  being  thirsty.  I think  also  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  present  law  ought  to  be  sufficient,  if  it 
were  carried  out  in  its  entirety,  to  prevent  a 
man  from  taking  beyond  what  was  reasonable 
refreshment. 

Chairman. 

4178.  You  think  that  the  bona  fide  clause  might 
be  prevented  from  doing  mischief  by  limiting  the 
amount  supplied  to  each  bona  Jide  traveller  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

4179.  If  there  were  any  further  restrictions, 
do  you  think  it  would  deter  a number  of  men 
from  taking  a recreative  walk  on  Sunday  ?— I 
believe  it  would  ; they  might  stay  in  the  town 
and  drink,  or  it  might  encourage  these  shebeen 
houses,  and  they  would  go  other  jjlaces. 
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Chairman, 

4180.  But  does  it  not  occur  to  you  that  it 
would  be  practically  impossible  to  carry  out  that 
suggestion  of  yours  ; would  it  not  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  get  any  evidence  with  reference  to 
the  exact  amount  consumed  by  bond  fide 
travellers  ? — No  doubt  it  would. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4181.  You  mean,  perhaps,  that  you  would  not 
allow  a bond  fide  traveller  to  sit  down;  you  would 
allow  him  only  to  refresh  himself  at  the  bar  ? — 
That  would  do. 

4182.  Do  you  think  the  evil  comes  from  people 
sitting  down  and  drinking  rather  than  refreshing 
and  passing  away  ? — I think  so. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

4183.  What  would  be  your  limit  as  to  what  a 
bond  fide  traveller  might  have,  how  much  beer, 
for  instance? — I think  if  he  got  a quart  of  beer 
it  would  not  be  too  much  if  he  wished  it ; it 
might  be  only  one  out  of  20  that  would  ask  for 
it,  but  if  one  man  asked  for  a pint,  and  another 
asked  for  a quart,  and  another  asked  for  a gallon, 
I would  not  give  it  to  the  last  man. 

4184.  Supposing  there  were  two  or  three 
houses  close  together  in  a place  to  which  the 
traveller  went,  and  he  got  a quart  at  each,  what 
would  you  do  then  ? — I could  not  look  after  that. 
I say  that  a man  who  would  go  to  this  extent 
would  get  drink  anywhere  ; he  need  not  leave 
the  city  to  get  ic. 

4185.  You  said  that  very  few  publicans  have 
been  had  up  for  supplying  drink  to  drunken 
people'  ? — Yes. 

4186.  That  must  very  often  happen,  must  it 
not  ? — I do  not  know  that. 

4187.  The  last  person  who  supplies  a drunken 
man  must  be  the  guilty  one  ? — No  doubt. 

4188.  That  must  be  very  easily  detected,  might 
it  not  ? — No,  I think  it  is  very  difficult  to  detect 
in  some  instances  ; there  are  numbers  of  men  in 
whom  drink  will  not  develop  so  quickly  as  in 
others ; in  some  it  will  develop  very  quickly. 

4189.  Have  there  been  any  meetings  against 
the  exemption  of  Waterford  from  the  operation 
of  the  Act? — No. 

4190.  There,  would  have  been,  would  there 
not,  if  there  had  been  any  feeling  upon  the  part 
of  the  inhabitants  ? — I do  not  think  so ; there 
were  no  meetings  either  way. 

4191 . You  say  you  heard  of  a certain  case  in 
which  shebeening  went  on  ; did  you  know  the 
house  itself? — 1 did  not.  I knew  the  woman  who 
kept  it ; I knew  the  street  it  was  in. 

4192.  Did  you  communicate  with  the  police  ? — 
I did  not. 

4193.  Would  not  that  have  been  the  proper 
thing  to  do  ?—  I do  not  think  so. 

4194.  I think  you  said  that  the  police  were  not 
sufficiently  stringent  ? — No  doubt ; but  it  is  their 
duty  to  look  after  this ; it  is  not  our  duty.  It 
happened  18  months  ago,  before  I was  a magistrate, 
and  even  now  I do  not  know  that  I feel  inclined 
to  turn  informer  if  I happened  to  hear  of  such  case ; 
it  is  not  a very  popular  role  to  apply  in  Ireland. 

4195.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  the  inspector  ? 
—I  did. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

4196.  He  thought  there  were  no  shebeen  houses 
in  Waterford  ? — I did  not  gather  that  from  him. 

4197.  Your  ideas  differ  very  much  from  his 
upon  that  matter? — Yes. 

4198.  Do  not  you  think  if  public-houses  were 
open  on  Sundays  from  two  o’clock  to  five  it  would 
be  sufficient  time  for  all  proper,  moderate,  and 
necessary  drinking  ? — It  might ; but  I give  you 
my  opinion  now  as  a citizen  living  in  the  city,  and 
I think  it  is  better  as  it  is. 

4199.  You  would  agree,  as  regards  the  tendency 
of  Saturday  evening  drinking,  that  the  last  hour 
or  two  does  the  most  mischief  ! — I daresay  it  does, 
but  I do  not  know  that  of  my  own  knowledge. 

4200.  Naturally  the  last  hour  or  two  would  do 
most  harm? — Yes,  no  doubt. 

4201.  Do  you  think  any  real  inconvenience 
would  ensue  from  public-houses  being  closed  at 
nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  evening;  would  it  not  tend 
to  raise  the  morality  of  the  people  ? — No  doubt 
it  would  if  they  did  not  go  to  other  houses; 
if  they  went  home  it  would.  But  if  they  went 
into  other  houses  and  drank,  it  would  not  tend  to 
the  higher  morality  of  the  people  ; it  would  have 
directly  the  contrary  effect. 

4202.  And  you  are  afraid  that  would  occur  ? 
— I am. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

4203.  As  to  your  suggestion  with  regard  to 
the  bond  fide  traveller,  do  not  you  think  if  a man 
travels  out  three  miles  to  a village,  and  repre- 
sents himself  as  a traveller  in  half-a-dozen 
public-houses,  and  got  a glass  of  grog  in  each, 
that  would  be  rather  too  much  for  him? — No 
doubt  it  would  depend  very  much  upon  what 
class  of  man  he  was  ; but  you  are  supposing  that 
there  would  be  plenty  of  public-houses  along  the 
road. 

4204.  But  you  will  find  plenty  of  villages  with 
six  public-houses  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any 
villages  around  Waterford  which  have  half-a- 
dozen  public-houses. 

4205.  Let  us  say  four? — Four  would  be  pos- 
sible. 

Mi’.  Biggar, 

4206.  The  bund  fide  traveller  clause  applies  in 
Waterford  itself;  suppose  a bond  fide  traveller 
came  in  from  the  country;  there  are  a very 
much  larger  number  of  public-houses  in  Water- 
ford than  four,  are  there  not  ? — Yes. 

4207.  Supposing  he  got  one  glass  in  each  of 
those,  he  would  soon  get  too  much  ? — No  doubt. 

4208.  You  spoke  of  a meeting  that  was  sum- 
moned by  requisition,  was  it  ? — Yes,  it  was. 

4209.  How  many  names  were  there  to  the 
requisition  ? — From  15  to  20. 

4210.  You  do  not  know  how  many  of  those 
were  publicans  ? — 1 do  not. 

4211.  How  many  publicans  were  at  the  meet- 
ing at  which  a decision  was  arrived  at,  and  at 
which  the  17  were  present? — There  were  eight 
people  interested  in  the  sale  of  drink,  and  there 
were  nine  that  were  not  in  any  way. 

4212.  There  was  a bare  majority  ?— Yes. 

4213.  The  eight  had  a direct  pecuniary  in- 
terest in  the  matter ; do  you  know  whether 
there  was  any  canvassing  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

y 4 4214.  There 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4214.  There  would  be  grocers  among  the 
publicans,  would  there  not? — Yes. 

4215.  If  you  took  those  out  of  the  public  life  of 
the  town,  you  would  not  have  much  municipal  life 
left,  would  you  V — I daresay  not.  We  have  half- 
a-dozen  of  them  in  the  corporation,  as  decent 
men  as  we  have  in  the  city.  There  are  a great 
many  of  them  who  do  not  open  their  shops  on 
a Sunday. 

Mr.  Big  gar. 

4216.  But  those  eight,  you  say,  would  have  a 
personal  interest  in  the  matter  ? — If  you  call  it  a 
personal  interest.  I do  not  think  there  would  be 
any  of  them  that  opened  themselves  on  Sunday. 

4217.  Would  they  have  six  day  licenses? — 
I could  not  say  that. 

4218.  In  your  experience,  with  regard  to 
municipal  affairs,  have  you  not  had  some  ex- 
perience of  one  member  canvassing  another,  and 
using,  I will  not  say  undue  pressure,  but  more  or 
less  persuasion,  to  get  the  vote  one  particular 
way? — Yes;  I have  had  experience  of  asking 
people  to  second  a resolution  or  to  vote  for  it. 

4219.  You  told  the  Committee  that  this  house 
that  you  have  an  interest  in  yourself  you  have 
no  profit  from  ? — That  is  so, 

4220.  I suppose  if  the  hours  were  curtailed 
on  Sunday  you  would  be  actually  at  a loss,  losing 
what  benefit  you  may  have  now? — I do  not 
think  so ; that  does  not  influence  me  at  all. 

4221.  But  if  you  take  away  a twentieth  part 
of  the  gross  return  irrespective  of  the  profit,  you 
might  suffer  a loss? — No  doubt. 

4222.  What  is  your  object  in  keeping  the 
place  open  ? — It  is  an  old  family  place,  and  as 
far  as  I am  concerned,  I may  call  it  a white 
elephant.  It  was  left  to  me  by  an  old  aunt  of 
mine  ; and  simply  for  the  respect  I had  for  the 
old  house,  I keep  it;  it  is  where  my  father  and 
grandfather  and  great  grandfather  all  lived  for 
six  or  seven  generations. 

Mr.  Lea.  • 

4223.  May  I ask  how  long  you  have,  been  a 
magistrate?— I have  been  a magistrate  since  the 
1st  of  January. 

4224.  Do  I understand  that  the  average 
attendance  of  the  Waterford  Corporation  is  not 
more  than  17? — There  are  rarely  more  than  17 
present,  except  upon  important  business;  if  there 
is  any  excitement  or  anything  particular,  then  we 
have  a larger  meeting.  We  had  a meeting  of 
the  Corporation  on  last  Tuesday,  and  we  had  to 
wait  half  an  hour  for  a quorum  of  the  members  ; 
we  had  no  more  than  17  at  the  last  meeting,  if 
we  had  so  many. 

4225.  What  is  your  quorum? — Fourteen,  unless 
there  is  any  exciting  business  on  they  do  not 
go  there. 

4226.  You  would  not  consider  the  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sunday  a very  important  sub- 
ject?— I might  consider  it  an  important  subject, 
and  others  might  not ; it  shows  the  apathy  of  the 
citizens ; if  they  were  very  much  interested  they 
would  have  been  there. 

4227.  You  mentioned  a case  of  shebeening; 
when  did  that  happen  ? — That  was  18  months 
ago. 


Mr.  Lea. — continued. 

4228.  Was  that  before  vou  were  mayor? — 
Yes. 

4229.  You  stated  that  you  had  some  conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Bull;  when  was  that? — About 
a month  ago. 

4230.  I think  I understand  you  to  say  that 
you  do  not  consider  it  your  duty,  if  you  see  a 
violation  of  the  law,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
police  to  it? — I did  not  say  any  violation  of  the 
Jaw ; a thing  that  I got  in  confidence,  as  it  were, 
I do  not  think  I would  consider  my  duty  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  police. 

4231.  You  said  just  now  that  there  were  no 
persons  brought  up  for  certain  offences  which 
you  specified,  such  as  selling  drink  to  youths 
under  16  years  of  age,  and  so  on.  Do  you 
know  of  any  instances  of  that  kind?- -I  do  not 
know  of  any  such  case,  but  those  things  will 
happen. 

4232.  As  far  as  you  know,  there  are  no  such 
things  that  do  occur?  — No  such  case  has 
occurred  to  my  personal  knowledge. 

4233.  Could  you  give  me  the  number,  ap- 
proximately, of  young  men  who  would  require 
to  walk  three  miles  on  a Sunday  ? — 1 would  take 
the  general  body  of  the  shop  assistants,  and  the 
carpenters,  tailors,  and  other  artizans,  who  are 
very  fond  of  having  a walk  upon  the  Sunday. 

4234.  How  many  of  those  would  you  say 
could  not  walk  three  miles  without  requiring 
refreshment  ? — I could  not  say. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4235.  I have  before  me  the  Parliamentary 
Return  showing  the  Sunday  arrests  for  drunken- 
ness for  the  five  years  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  and  for  the  five  years  after  it ; would  you 
consider  five  years  on  each  side  a period  sufficient 
to  afford  data  to  go  upon  with  reference  to  judg- 
ing of  the  arrests  ? — A good  deal  would  depend 
upon  circumstances. 

4236.  But  the  circumstances  being  the  same, 
the  period  is  long  enough  to  form  an  opinion 
about? — No  doubt. 

4237.  In  the  five  years,  1874,  1875,  1876, 
1877,  1878,  the  Sunday  arrests  according  to  this 
return  numbered  629,  and  for  the  years  1879, 
1880,  1881,  1882,  and  1883  they  numbered  428, 
showing  a reduction  of  201  upon  the  five  years ; 
is  that  not  a very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  as 
far  as  it  goes?— It  is  an  improvement. 

4238.  I think  you  stated  that  the  drafting  of 
police  from  Waterford  to  New  Ross  and  other 
places  on  Sundays  might  influence  the  arrests  for 
drunkenness  in  Waterford?— It  might. 

4239.  Are  you  aware  that  during  the  last  two 
years,  notwithstanding  that  state  of  affairs,  the 
arrests  have  rather  tended  to  go  up  ? — Yes. 

4240.  How  do  you  account  for  that;  have  not 
the  police  been  very  busily  occupied  in  that  way 
in  the  last  two  years? — Yes,  and  I think  they 
have  been  using  it  for  political  motives. 

4241.  But  if  they  were  away,  how  could  they 
arrest  the  people  ? — If  people  will  let  a customer 
in  after  hours  and  give  him  drink,  there  is  more 
chance  of  his  abusing  himself. 

4242.  Your  idea  is  that,  the  longer  the  houses 
are  kept  open,  the  greater  is  the  chance  of 
drunkenness?— If  people  will  driuk  during  pro- 
hibited hours  for  the  sake  of  drinking  ; whereas, 

it 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  OX  SUNDAY  CLOSING  ACTS  (IRELAND). 


177 


3 May  1888.]  Mr.  Toole.  [ Continued . 


Mr.  T.  II . Russell — continued, 
ii'  the  houses  are  open  a reasonable  time,  there 
would  be  less  chance  of  drunkenness. 

4243.  Have  you  a list  of  the  members  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  corporation  ? — Yes. 

4244.  You  can  distinguish  the  right  men  who 
are  interested  in  the  trade,  can  you  not? — Yes. 

4245.  Will  you  read  the  names,  because  I have 
a list  of  the  people  who  hold  six  days’  licenses  ? 

— There  is  the  Mayor  first,  Mr.  James  Knox, 
John  Manning,  Edward  C.  Fielding,  Richard 
Power,  David  Canty,  and  John  Higgins. 

4246.  How  many  of  those  hold  six  days’ 
licenses?1 — I could  not  tell  you. 

4247.  Then  you  have  no  knowledge  to  give 
to  the  Committee  how  many  of  those  hold  six 
days’  licenses? — I could  not  tell  you. 

4248.  Is  your  own  license  a six  days’  license  ? 
— I really  could  not  tell  you. 

4249.  I am  bound  to  tell  you  that  the  names 
you  have  read  do  not  appear  upon  the  list  that 
lias  been  handed  in  officially  as  six  days’  license 
holders.  Now,  what  I want  to  ask  you  is  this  : 
Taking  a publican  who  has  a seven  days’  license, 
and  who  keeps  his  premises  closed  on  Sunday, 
would  you  say  that  he  has  no  interest  against 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act? — I would:  or  I would 
say,  if  he  had  any  interest,  it  would  be  materially 
lessened. 

4250.  You  are  aware  that  a seven  days’  licensed 
house,  if  it  came  into  the  market,  would  sell  for 
a great  deal  more  than  a six-days’ licensed  house? 
— Yes,  as  a rule. 

4251.  Therefore,  the  holder  of  a seven  days’ 
license,  though  he  may  keep  his  house  closed  on 
the  Sunday,  still  has  a pecuniary  interest  in  the 
question  as  compared  to  the  holder  of  a six-days’ 
license? — No  doubt,  to  a certain  extent;  but  I 
think  licenses  are  not  of  so  much  value. 

4252.  If  the  auctioneer  came  to  sell  a house, 
the  mere  fact  of  its  being  a seven  days’  licensed, 
house  would  increase  the  value  of  the  house, 
whatever  it  was,  would  it  not? — No  doubt. 

4253.  Now,  you  spoke  of  the  employers  of 
labour.  You  know  the  Messrs.  Denny.  Do  you 
know  that  they  are  very  large  employers  of 
labour? — There  are  two  Messrs.  Denny. 

4254.  Take  Messrs.  Abraham  Denny  and  Co. ; 
are  they  large  employersof  labour? — Yes,  they  are. 

4255.  Do  you  know  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Richardson  ? — Yes. 

4256.  Are  they  large  employers? — lres,  they 
are. 

4257.  Do  you  know  Messrs.  White  Brothers  in 
the  corn  trade? — Yes,  I do. 

4258.  Are  they  large  employers  of  labour? — 
Yes. 

4259.  Are  there  any  larger  employers  than 
those  three  ?— Yes,  I think  there  are. 

4260.  Who  are  they  ? — The  Waterford  Steam- 
ship Company. 

4261.  Who  compose  the  Waterford  Steamship 
Company;  is  not  Henry  White  one  of  them? 
— Abraham  Denny,  Mr.  Gough,  and  Mr.  John 
White. 

4262.  Taking  all  those  cases,  could  you  tell 
me  the  name  of  a single  member  of  any  of  those 
firms  who  would  be  opposed  to  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  being  extended  to  Waterford  ? — I 
could  not  say,  nor  could  I say  that  any  of  them 
would  be  of  a contrary  opinion,  but  one. 

4263.  Who  is  that  ? — Mr.  John  White. 
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4264.  You  are  aware  that  the  Corporation  of 
Waterford  petitioned  against  the  Act  of  1878? — 

I am  not. 

4265.  Do  you  know  a single  bogus  club  in 
Waterford  ? — No. 

4266.  You  are  aware  that  the  hours  of  sale  on 
Sundays  in  Ireland  have  been  restricted  twice 
within  the  last  16  years? — Once  they  have 
been  restricted  ; that  is  all  that  I have  a know- 
ledge of. 

4267.  Up  to  the  year  1872  the  public-houses 
were  allowed  to  be  opened  in  Ireland  up  till 
eleven  o’clock,  and  they  were  then  restricted  to 
nine  o’clock  ; was  not  that  so  ? — Yes,  I remember 
that. 

4268.  Then  the  hours  were  restricted  to  seven 
o’clock  ? — Yes. 

4269.  Are  you  aware  that  all  these  fears  and 
prophecies  were  entertained  in  regard  to  each 
successive  reduction  of  the  hours,  and  that  they 
never  came  true  ? — I believe  the  people  have  got 
a very  great  deal  better,  but  I do  not  attribute 
it  altogether  to  that. 

4270.  Are  you  aware  that  on  every  occasion 
within  the  last  16  years,  when  it  has  been 
proposed  to  reduce  the  hours  of  sale  on  Sundays, 
or  upon  any  other  days  in  Ireland,  there  have 
been  gentlemen  holding  your  ideas  with  reference 
to  the  probable  results,  and  that  those  views  have 
been  falsified  in  every  case?  — There  is  a 
difference  between  holding  my  ideas  and 
holding  theirs,  because  I never  held  that  public- 
houses  should  be  kept  open  till  eleven  o’clock 
on  Sunday  night. 

4271.  What  I mean  is  this,  that  gentlemen 
had  the  same  fear  as  regards  that  diminution  as 
you  have  now  as  regards  the  proposed  diminu- 
tion of  the  hours  ? — I know  people  who  always 
fear  that  any  alteration  in  any  law  would  lead  to 
certain  results.  I have  no  doubt  there  have 
been  gentlemen  who  believed  that  there  would 
be  an  increase  of  the  evil  owing  to  these  restric- 
tions. 

4272.  And  those  fears  were  not  verified  by 
the  results? — I could  not  really  say  how  far 
their  fears  went,  because  at  that  time  I took  very 
little  interest  in  the  matter. 

4273.  Do  you  think  that  the  latest  restriction 
of  all,  the  restriction  of  1878,  has  worked  well 
in  Waterford  ? — I do  not  believe  the  restriction 
has ; I believe  the  people  have  got  better.  I do 
not  put  it  down  to  that  restriction  so  much  as 
to  the  moral  and  material  advancement  of  the 
people. 

4274.  As  I understand,  the  Corporation  of 
Waterford  and  the  board  of  guardians  do  not 
wish  to  change  the  hours? — No. 

4275.  Are  you  not  aware  that  both  the  corpo- 
ration and  the  board  of  guardians  previously 
petitioned  against  the  change,  and  that  the  hours 
were  altered  from  nine  to  seven  o’clock  against 
their  wishes  ? — Yes. 

4276.  And  now  they  are  quite  satisfied  ? — 
Yes,  they  are  quite  satisfied. 

4277.  They  are  quite  satisfied  that  the  hour 
of  seven  is  sufficient  ? — Yes. 

4278.  Therefore  what  they  feared  in  1878,  as 
likely  to  arise  from  the  reduction  that  was  pro- 
posed then,  did  not  come  about? — But  the  im- 
provement has  not  arisen  from  the  restriction  of 
the  hours.  I believe  it  has  arisen  from  the  ad- 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
vancemcnt  of  the  material  and  moral  and  social 
welfare  of  the  country  people,  and  from  their 
own  restraint. 

Chairman. 

4279.  The  question  you  are  asked  is,  whether 
the  fears  then  entertained  have  been  realised  ? — 
I would  say  they  have  not ; but  one  of  the  ques- 
tions 1 was  asked  was,  whether  the  fears  the 
gentlemen  holding  similar  feelings  to  mine,  had 
not  been  1'alsified,  and  that  I cannot  answer. 

4280.  Their  fears  have  not  been  realised  ? — 
Their  fears  have  not  been  realised. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4281.  Now  I come  to  your  fears;  if  anything 
more  is  done,  seeing  that  the  fears  of  the  prophets 
of  1878  have  not  been  realised,  have  you  any 
reason  to  advance  why  we  should  suppose  that 
your  fears  will  be  realised  ? — I consider  that  I 
have. 

4282.  "Why  ? — Because  you  can  push  a theory 
too  far  till  it  becomes  impracticable.  It  does  not 
follow  because  the  houses  were  open  till  eleven 
o’clock  that  the  hour  could  not  be  reduced  to 
seven ; but  you  may  push  that  too  far,  and  that 
is  what  I fear,  that  you  and  those  holding  certain 
opinions  with  you,  will  push  the  public  too  far, 
and  that  as  the  people  are  getting  more  intelligent, 
you  will  be  legislating  for  them  as  you  would  for 
people  who  are  less  intelligent;  you  may  push 
that  too  far,  so  that  dissatisfaction  will  permeate 
the  mind  of  the  people,  and  they  will  turn 
against  it. 

4283.  Do  you  think  that  to  reduce  the  hours 
from  seven  to  five  on  Sunday  would  be  to  push  it 
too  far?- — I believe  it  would;  the  law  in  my 
mind  has  never  been  properly  applied  in  "W ater- 
ford. 

4284.  Passing  to  another  point,  have  you  spoken 
to  the  Bishop  ? — I have  not. 

4285.  Have  you  read  the  letter  ? — I have  read 
the  letter. 

4286.  What  is  the  view  you  take  of  it  ? — I take 
it  to  be  his  Lordship’s  opinion  as  far  as  the  country 
districts  are  concerned. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

4287.  Has  not  Dungarvan,  where  he  was  priest 
before  he  was  Bishop  of  Waterford,  a considerable 
population? — The  population  is  about  5,000. 

Mi-.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4288.  Youlake  the  Bishop’s  meaning  to  be  that 
as  far  as  the  population  is  concerned  outside  the 
towns,  it  would  be  a calamity  if  the  law  were 
changed  ? — I think  the  Bishop  thought  it  would 
be  a calamity  far  as  his  knowledge  went. 

4289.  Is  there  anybody  whose  opinion  you 
would  give  more  for  than  the  opinion  of  the 
Bishop? — I decline  to  answer  that  question;  I 
think  that  is  going  too  far. 

Mr.  Lea. 

4290.  I presume  you  agree  with  the  Catholic 
Bishop  as  regards  the  country  districts  ? — I know 
very  little  about  it ; I would  rather  not  be  asked 
about  the  country  districts  at  all,  I would  prefer 
to  speak  for  my  own  city. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

4291.  You  were  asked  about  certain  employers 
of  labour  by  the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone; 
now,  if  any  of  those  gentlemen  referred  to  had 
100  employes,  do  you  think  the  opinion  of  the 
employer  should  be  held  as  of  more  importance 
than  the  opinion  of,  say,  a majority  of  his  em- 
ployes ? — I do  not  think  so.  I would  not  give 
much  for  those  gentlemen’s  opinions  whom  the 
honourable  Member  for  Member  for  Tyrone  has 
mentioned. 

4292.  Why  not  ? — Because  the  public  do  not 
give  much  for  it  in  social  question-; ; they  have 
not  proved  their  desire  to  consult  the  general 
interests  of  the  public.  There  is  one  firm  that  is  a 
very  good  one,  and  that  is  Messrs.  White  Brothers. 

4293.  Do  you  not  hold  the  opinion  that  they 
have  rather  in  view  their  own  personal  interest 
than  the  interest  of  their  employes  ? — Yes  ; I 
would  say  that  they  form  their  opinions  rather 
for  a class  of  people  like  themselves  than  as  legis- 
lating for  human  nature  at  a certain  standard. 

4294.  Consequently,  do  you  think  the  opinions 
of  those  gentlemen  should  carry  any  weight  with 
the  House  of  Commons  ? — I do  not  think  so  as 
regards  legislating  for  working  men. 

4295.  Then  yru  also  consider  that  it  is  rather 
the  users  of  the  public-house  or  those  who  feel 
the  necessity  of  getting  refreshment  who  should 
be  consulted,  than  those  whose  interest  it  is  that 
nobody  should  drink  ? — I would  say  that  the 
people  who  are  using  the  public-houses  and  would 
be  affected  by  the  legislation  should  have  the 
greatest  weight. 

4296.  You  were  also  asked  with  reference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  public  bodies  of  Waterford 
petitioning  in  1878.  You  remember  the  consti- 
tution of  the  public  bodies  of  W aterf'ord  at  that 
time,  do  you  not? — I knew  very  little  at  that 
time.  I did  not  take  much  interest  in  Waterford 
matters  at  that  time. 

4297.  Have  you  a sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
time  to  be  able  to  state  whether  the  present  con- 
stitution of  those  bodies  is  as  representative  as  it 
was  then  ? — 1 believe  it  is. 

4298.  And  do  you  hold  that  the  present  bodies 
should  have  as  much  importance  attached  to  their 
views  as  they  had  in  1878  ? — I think  rather  more 

4299.  Why  so? — Because  they  are  more  in 
consonance  with  the  feelings  of  the  people  than 
they  were  then. 

4300.  Reference  has  been  made  to  your  hold- 
ing a licensed  house  yourself;  is  that  a seven 
days  or  a six  days’  license  ? — I have  said  I could 
not  tell  you;  I take  that  little  amount  of  interest 
about  it. 

4301.  It  is  as  likely  to  be  a six  day  license 
as  a seven  days,  as  far  as  you  know  ? — I rather 
think  it  is  a seven  days’  license  from  the  date  of 
the  license. 

4302.  How  far  is  the  public-house  from 
W aterf'ord  ? — 1 1 is  about  seven  miles, 

4303.  Consequently,  any  opinion  you  have 
given  the  Committee  to-day  does  not  arise  from 
any  personal  interest  that  you  may  have  in  that 
house? — Not  in  the  slightest  degree. 

4304.  In  other  words,  you  would  be  totally 
unaffected  by  any  change  in  the  Act  or  by  leav- 
ing the  Act  as  it  is  ? — I will  be  totally 
unaffected.  I would  fall  in  with  whatever  is 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
done.  I would  be  quite  satisfied  as  far  as  my 
own  personal  opinion  is  concerned. 

4305.  Consequently,  in  every  respect  you  are 
totally  disinterested  as  regards  the  evidence  you 
have  given  the  Committee  to-day? — I feel  I 
am. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

4306.  With  resard  to  the  employers  of  labour 
on  Sunday,  do  not  you  think  the  reason  why 
employers  of  labour  support  the  Sunday  Closing 
Bill  is  that  they  find  their  men  steadier  and  more 
reliable  on  the  Monday  morning ; that  may  be 
self  interest,  but  still,  is  not  that  the  reason  ? — I 
cannot  say  that  ; I presume  you  are  speaking  of 
the  gentlemen  who  were  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  Member  for  Tyrone.  I confess  1 
believe  the  majority  of  those  gentlemen  he  has 
mentioned  would  close  up  everything  that  would 
teud  to  the  pleasure  of  the  working-man  on 
Sunday. 

Cknirmdh. 

4307.  You  stated  that  they  were  actuated,  I 
think,  by  personal  interest  ? — I would  rather  say 
persona),  feeling. 

4308.  Do  you  mean  class  feeling  ? — I do  not 
say  that.  They  arc  what  you  would  call  a very 
good  sort  of  people  ; above  the  ordinary  run  of 
human  nature ; they  are  not  brought  into  con- 
tact with  these  people,  and  altogether  they  do 
not  understand  them ; they  judge  people  by  their 
own  standard. 

4309.  But  as  far  as  any  personal  interest  in 
the  matter  went,  have  they  any  other  interest  in 
the  matter  than  the  sobriety  of  the  people  ? — I 
believe  honestly  that  they  think  it  would  benefit 
the  community  if  every  public-hduse  in  the  king- 
dom were  shut  up. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

4310.  Would  they  be  all  teetotallers  them- 
selves?— I do  not  know’  that;  I would  rather 
think  they  were  not. 

Chairman 

4311.  You  spoke  of  the  apathetic  attitude  of 
the  people  of  Waterford  towards  this  question  ; 
I suppose  you  mean  they  are  apathetic  towards 
any  solution  of  the  question  ? — I do  not  say  that. 
I think  you  might  divide  them  into  three  classes; 
the  great  body  of  people  affected  would  leave 
the  law  as  it  is  ; some  few  would  like  to  shorten 
the  hours,  say,  to  six  o’clock  on  Sunday  and  ten 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night.  There  are  some, 
again,  who  would  close  them  up  altogether. 

4312.  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  opinion 
is  divided,  but  you  have  described  that  divided 
opinion  as  apathetic.  I presume  I might  also 
assume  from  that  that  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  any  solution  the  Legislature  might  think 
fit  to  adopt  ? — I would  not  say  that.  I think  the 
greater  the  restriction  the  greater  the  opposition 
would  be. 

4313.  But  you  have  described  that  feeling  as 
apathetic,  and  you  say  that  upon  that  ground 
they  held  no  public  meetings.  I fail  to  see  how 
you  reconcile  that  apathy  with  the  strong  opposi- 
tion which  you  say  any  further  restriction  would 
encounter? — I say  that  the  great  body  of  the 
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Chairman — continued. 

people  are  in  favour  of  leaving  things  as  they 
are,  and  think  that  injury  would  ensue  from  the 
curtailing  of  the  hours.  They  are  satisfied  with 
the  action  of  the  public  bodies  ; they  say  when 
the  corporation  has  moved  in  the  matter,  and 
when  the  board  of  guardians,  those  being  our 
representative  bodies,  have  moved  in  the  matter, 
that  will  satisfy  us. 

4314.  Has  that  been  stated  as  the  reason  for 
not  moving  in  the  matter  and  holding  meetings 
themselves  ? — No,  I am  only  giving  my  own 
opinion. 

4315.  Assuming  you  are  right  in  anticipating 
a strong  opposition  to  the  extension  of  the  Act 
to  Waterford,  are  you  of  opinion  from  what  you 
know  that  the  shortening  of  the  hours  of  open- 
ing on  Sundays  from  two  till  five,  and  the  closing 
at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturdays,  would  meet  with 
much  opposition  ? — I think  so. 

4316.  Notwithstanding  the  apathetic  attitude 
of  Waterford!— I think  it  would,  with  violent 
opposition. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

4317.  What  do  you  mean  by  violent  opposi- 
tion ? — Protestation. 

4318.  Mr.  John  Manning  was  one  of  the 
corporation  at  this  meeting ; I suppose  he  is  some 
relation  to  the  secretary  to  the  Licensed  Vintners? 
— He  is  his  brother. 

4319.  The  secretary  is  a very  enthusiastic 
secretary ; he  is  exceedingly  industrious,  is  he 
not,  in  his  capacity  of  secretary  to  the  Licensed 
Vintners? — I would  say  that  in  anything  he 
takes  up  he  is  very  active,  but  I would  not  say 
that  he  displayed  more  than  his  usual  activity  in 
this  instance. 

4320.  But  he  very  possibly  canvassed  the 
persons  who  were  not  interested  in  the  trade  ? — 
I daresay  he  did. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

4321.  I wish  to  ask  you  a few  questions  arising 
out  of  those  which  you  have  already  answered. 
The  people  made  no  protest  against  this  Act? — 
No. 

4322.  They  show  an  apathy  ? — Yes. 

4323.  Do  they  look  upon  this  proposed  legisla- 
tion as  anything  in  the  light  of  coercion  ? — They 
do. 

4324.  Thev  think  it  a coercive  measure? — 
Yes. 

4325.  Is  not  the  principle  of  petitioning  Par- 
liament with  reference  to  public  objects  tabooed 
in  Ireland  ? — To  a great  extent. 

4326.  Is  it  not  gone  altogether? — I could  not 
say  that. 

4327.  Do  you  ever  see  a petition  at  the  church 
door  now  in  Ireland? — Never. 

4328.  Has  that  practice  not  been  discouraged 
for  many  years  ? — It  has. 

4329.  As  a mean  and  contemptible  policy? — 
Yes,  people  have  got  tired  of  it. 

4330.  They  have  got  tired  of  it  for  many  years, 
have  they  not? — Yes,  when  there  is  no  hope  of 
redress. 

4331.  Do  you  recollect  as  far  back  as  the 
period  of  1848  ? — I have  a very  slight  recollection 
of  that  period. 

4332.  But  do  not  you  know  that  generally,  as 
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a policy  of  the  Irish  people,  petitioning  as 
regards  proposed  legislation  of  a coercive 
character,  has  been  discouraged  and  tabooed  in 
Ireland  ? — Yes,  it  has. 

4333.  Would  that  not  account  for  an  absence 
of  an 3'  manifestation  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  of  Waterford  ? — It  would  to  some 
extent. 

4334.  Then  with  regard  to  the  question  asked 
by  the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone  as  to  the 
anticipated  evils  not  having  arisen  let  me  ask  you 
this  : even  though  those  anticipated  evils  do  not 
arise,  may  not  a great  hardship  of  a permanent 
character  result  from  the  operation  of  the  Act, 
and  exist  even  to  the  present  day,  without  being 
protested  against? — It  may. 

4335.  And  does  exist? — I believe  so. 

4336.  I want  to  ask  you  two  or  three  questions 
about  those  members  of  the  corporation  who 
hold  licenses ; we  have  it  upon  the  authority  of 
the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone  that  all  those 
members  of  the  Corporation  who  voted  are  owners 
of  seven-day  licenses;  many  of  those  people  do  not 
open  on  Sundays  at  any  rate? — No. 

4337.  Therefore  they  are  disinterested  to  alarge 
extent? — I would  say  so. 

4338.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  value  of  licenses, 
is  it  not  the  fact  that  two  of  the  men  who  do  not 
open  on  Sundays  are  the  most  respectable  dealers 
in  the  trade? — It  is  very  hard  to  say;  there  are 
very  many  decent  people  who  do  open,  but  those 
are  the  people  who  are  best  off  in  regard  to  cir- 
cumstances'. 

4339.  Consequently  they  would  not  want  to 
get  rid  of  their  licenses? — Certainly  not;  it  is 
rarely  that  you  have  an  instance  of  such  a thing. 

4340.  And  diminution  of  the  value  by  the 
compulsory  closing  of  the  public-houses  on  Sun- 
days does  not  affect  them  ? — It  does  not. 

4341.  Therefore  their  opinion  is  disinterested? 
— It  is. 

4342.  As  members  of  the  corporation  ? — I 
would  say  so. 

4343.  They  are  people  who  are  well  to  do,  are 
they  not? — Yes,  generally. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

4344.  The  Committee  had  the  evidence  of  the 
Mayor  of  Cork  the  other  day  upon  certain  points; 


Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued, 
and  in  reference  to  a question  I put  to  him,  I should 
be  glad  to  know  your  opinion,  namely,  whether 
a hard  and  fast  line  should  be  drawn  as  to  the 
limitation  of  the  bona  fide  traveller  distance,  that  is 
whether  it  should  be  a three  mile  or  seven  mile 
radius.  His  opinion  was,  that  there  should  be  no 
hard  and  fast  rule;  that  each  city  differs  veiy  much 
from  every  other  city,  and  that  the  requirements 
of  each  should  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
that  instead  of  a three  mile  limit,  it  should  be 
left  to  the  Privy  Council,  or  some  other  autho- 
rity, to  regulate  the  distance  for  each  city 
according  to  its  own  requirements ; is  that  your 
opinion  ? — I would  say  that  the  localities  ought 
to  have  a great  deal  to  say  in  fixing  the  dis- 
tances. 

4345.  And  that  the  same  distance  would  not 
be  suitable  for  each  and  all  ? — I would  not  say' 
that,  but  I say  it  is  quite  possible  that,  that  might 
be  so.  I only  speak  of  my  own  knowledge  for 
my  own  city,  because  I know  that  railway  tra- 
velling and  walking  upon  the  roads  are  two  dif- 
ferent ways  of  locomotion  to  a certain  extent,  and 
that  what  might  be  a hardship  to  a person  going 
for  a walk,  might  not  be  so  to  a person  going  a 
railway  journey. 

4346.  I think  you  say  that  you  have  no  interest 
in  any  public-house  within  the  exempted  area 
of  t he  ci  ty  of  W aterford  ? — No. 

4347.  Consequently  your  opinion  with  refer- 
ence to  the  question  of  compensation  would  be 
perfectly  disinterested  ? — That  is  so. 

4348.  If  the  hours  were  shortened,  would  it 
not  be  a material  injury  to  the  traders? — Yes,  it 
might  be  some  injury. 

Mr.  Lea. 

4349.  You  were  asked  whether,  although  the 
predictions  of  prophets  had  not  come  true,  yet 
that  great  hardships  had  occurred ; may  1 ask 
what  hardships  you  referred  to  ? — I spoke  rather 
with  reference  to  the  future  ; I would  say  a hard- 
ship in  regard  to  people  bringing  drink  into  their 
houses,  and  amongst  their  families,  as  leading  to 
demoralization  amongst  the  people. 

4350.  Hut,  as  far  as  you  know,  there  were  no 
very  great  hardships  with  regard  to  the  last  Sun- 
day Closing  Act  ? — I would  not  speak  as  to  the 
effects  of  that  Act. 
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Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  J.  M.  Galwey  Foley,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Chairman — continued. 

in  1872,  88  ; in  1875,  87  ; in  1876,  99  ; in  1877, 


Chairman. 

4351.  You  are  District  Inspector  of  London- 
derry, are  you  not? — I am. 

4352.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? 
— A little  over  three  years. 

4353.  Where  were  you  stationed  before  that? 
— At  Gorey,  in  County  Wexford. 

4354.  What  is  the  population  of  London- 
derry ? — At  present  I should  think  it  is  about 
32,000. 

4355.  Was  that  the  population  at  the  last 
census?— No;  that  is  the  population  at  present. 
By  the  last  census  I see  it  was  29,162,  but  it  has 
increased  rapidly  since  then.  ' 

4356.  Is  the  population  increasing  there  at 
present? — Yes,  owing  principally  to  the  opening 
of  a shipbuilding  yard  there. 

4357.  How  many  public-houses  are  there  in 
the  town  of  Derry  of  the  different  classes,  com- 
mencing with  ordinary  publicans’  licenses  ; how 
many  hold  publicans’  licenses  ? — There  are  228 
public-houses  in  Derry. 

4358.  Will  you  subdivide  them  into  the  dif- 
ferent classes  ? — Of  seven-day  ordinary  licenses 
there  are  95  ; of  six-day  ordinary  licenses  there 
are  89;  of  seven-day  early  closing,  1;  and  of 
six-day  early  closing,  43. 

4359.  How  many  spirit-grocers’  licenses  are 
there? — Four;  and  two  of  those  have  also  a 
beer-retailers’  license. 

4360.  How  many  beer  licenses  are  held  by 
those  who  are  not  spirit  merchants  ?■ — But  one. 

4361.  Are  there  any  refreshment-room  wine 
licenses  ? — None. 

4362.  Or  any  theatre  licenses?— None. 

4363.  You  have  prepared  returns,  have  you 
not,  for  the  town  of  Derry,  showing  the  number 
of  arrests  for  drunkenness  or  drunkenness  com- 
bined with  any  other  offence  on  Sundays  and  on 
week-days?— I have  a return  of  the  number  of 
arrests  for  drunkenness  for  each  year  ending 
the  30th  of  September  since  1871  ( delivering  in  the 
same).  In  1871,  the  first  figure  I give  of  the 
arrests  for  drunkenness,  combined  with  any 
other  offences,  from  8 a.m.  on  Sunday  to  8 a.m. 
on  Monday,  is  135;  in  1872,  124  ; in  1873,  133  ; 

0.67. 


100  ; in  1878,  76  ; in  1879,  45  ; in  1880,  38  ; in 
1881,  32;  in  1882,41;  in  1883,48;  in  1884, 
46  ; in  1885,  55  ; in  1886,  38  ; and  in  1887,  38. 

4364.  Have  you  prepared  any  other  statistics 
for  the  Committee  ? — Yes,  I have  prepared  a 
return  of  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunken- 
ness on  Saturdays,  in  each  year  ending  the  30th 
of  September  since  1871  also,  and  I have  also 
the  number  of  arrests  from  drunkenness  from 
8 a.m.  to  8 p.in.  on  Saturday,  and  from  8 p.m.  on 
Saturday  to  8 a.m.  on  Sunday  ( delivering  in 
the  same). 

4365.  Have  you  prepared  any  other  returns  ? 
— Yes,  I have  a return  with  regard  to  shebeens 
and  hawkers  of  spirits  ( delivering  in  the 

4366.  Why  did  you  take  in  your  former 
return  from  8 p.m.  on  Saturday  to  8 a.m.  on  Sun- 
day ? — The  reason  that  I chose  that  hour  was  fro 
wbat  I saw  in  the  evidence  taken  before  th.- 
Committee  as  to  Saturday  early  closing.  Here 
is  a return  of  the  convictions  against  shebeens- 
and  hawkers  of  spirits,  for  the  undermentioned 
years,  or  illegally  selling  intoxicating  liquors, 
from  11  p.m.  on  Saturdays  to  7 a.m. on  Mondays, 
and  from  1873  to  1881  there  was  none;  in  1882,. 
one ; 1883,  none ; 1884,  two ; 1885,  none : 1886,. 
two;  and  1887,  one.  From  7 a.m.  on  Monday 
to  11  p.m.  on  Saturday  there  were  none  from 
1873  to  1886  ; and  one  in  1887. 

4367.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  figures- 
relating  to  the  Londonderry  rural  districts? — 
That  does  not  affect  the  city;  that  is  merely  the 
rural  part  of  the  district.  It  is  outside  the 
borough  boundary,  but  within  my  district. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

4368.  Is  it  a large  district? — There  are  about 
10,000  population  in  the  rural  district,  which  is 
some  three  miles  in  one  direction  and  about 
eight  miles  in  another. 

4369.  Does  it  include  the  places  where  people 
go  on  excursions  ? — Yes,  it  includes  the  places 
where  people  go  on  Sundays. 

z 3 4370.  What 
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Mr.  Foley. 


[ Continued. 


Chairman. 

4370.  What  is  the  area  of  the  city  of  London- 
derry ? — I could  not  say  exactly. 

4371-  Have  you  any  other  return  which  has 
been  prepared  for  the  Committee? — I have  a 
return  of  the  arrests  on  each  day  of  the  week 
excepting  Sunday,  for  14  years,  since  1874  (de- 
livering in  the  same),  but  that  is  for  the  city 
only. 

4372.  Have  you  any  other  returns  ? — There 
are  all  the  returns  that  I have. 

43.73.  Do  you  think  that  illicit  dealing  in 
intoxicating  liquor  prevails  to  any  considerable 
extent  in  Londonderry.  First  of  all,  take  she- 
beening  ? — No;  that  prevails  to  a very  small 
extent. 

4374.  Do  you  think  that  the  law  has  proved 
sufficiently  strong  to  deal  with  them?— I think 
that  the  punishment  for  shebeening  is  not  ade- 
quate. 

4375.  How  would  you  suggest  that  the  law 
should  be  amended  ? — I think  that  the  penalty 
should  be  imprisonment  without  the  option  of  a 
fine. 

4376.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  offer 
on  that  head? — I think  this,  that  those  found 
drinking  on  unlicensed  premises  should  also  be 
punished.  At  present  the  general  fine  is  about 
half-a-crown,  and  that  is  not  sufficient  to  deter 
people  from  going  into  shebeens  if  there  are  any 
in  the  town. 

4377.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  what  we 
know  as  bogus  clubs? — There  are  no  such  things 
in  Londonderry. 

4378.  Have  you  taken  pains  to  acquaint  your- 
self with  the  position  and  the  habits  of  the  people 
of  Londonderry  during  your  residence  in  that 
town  ? — I have. 

4379.  Is  it  your  opiniou  that  excessive  drink- 
ing prevails  to  any  considerable  extent  in  London- 
derry ? — No,  certainly  not. 

4380.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  people  of 
Londonderry,  in  particular  of  the  working 
classes  as  a whole,  with  regard  to  sobriety  ? — 
They  are  sober.  There  are  habitual  drunkards, 
but  not  a great  many,  in  proportion  to  the  popu- 
lation The  jieople  in  general  are  sober.  There 
are  temperance  associations  in  Derry,  which  in- 
clude a very  large  proportion  of  the  population. 

438 1 . As  regards  those  habitual  drunkards  in 
Derry,  what  is  the  result  of  your  observations. 
Do  you  think  that  Sunday  closing  prevents  their 
getting  drink  on  Sunday,  or  that  they  have  re- 
course to  illicit  methods  of  getting  it? — It  would 
prevent  them  if  there  was  a good  class  of  public- 
houses  in  Derry,  but  I do  not  suppose  that,  in 
any  city  in  Great  Britain,  there  are  a worse  class 
of  public-houses  than  in  Derry. 

4382.  You  think  that  apart  from  the  shebeens, 
there  is  a considerable  amount  of  sale  at  licensed 
public-houses  during  Sundays? — Yes. 

4383  Have  your  police  been  investigating 
that,  matter? — Yes,  they  have. 

4384.  Have  there  been  many  successful  con- 
victions ? — Yes.  When  I came  to  the  city  first, 
for  some  time  afterwards  I saw  that  it  was  very 
hard  to  procure  convictions.  A very  young 
constable  brought  up  a case,  and  he  was  opposed 
by  an  experienced  solicitor,  and  the  accused  had 
the  option  of  giving  evidence  on  their  own  behalf, 


Chairman — continued. 

and  in  consequence,  about  June  in  the  year 
1886,  I began  to  prosecute  all  cases  myself.  X 
conducted  the  prosecutions  at  that  time,  and 
have  done  so  since,  with  the  result  that  I have 
had  88  prosecutions  since  then  of  publicans,  and 
I have  had  62  convictions  and  26  dismissals. 

4385.  Can  you  trace  any  beneficial  result  as 
following  those  prosecutions  ? — Yes,  there  is  very 
seldom  anything  like  disorderly  or  riotous  con- 
duct seen  in  Londonderry  on  Sunday  ; it  is  very 
exceptional;  for  the  two  years  before  that  I mio-ht 
say  that  the  total  number  of  prosecutions  was 
only  36,  and  of  convictions,  only  20,  and  for  the 
two  years  before  that  the  total  number  of  prose- 
cutions was  23,  and  the  convictions  17. 

4386.  Then  we  may  take  it  as  the  result  of 
your  evidence  that  there  is  considerable  activity 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  licensing  laws  in 
Londonderry  at  present? — Yes,  now  there  is, 
certainly. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

4387.  You  mean  since  June  1886  ? — Yes,  since 
June  1886,  when  I first  took  up  the  prosecutions 
myself. 

Chairman. 

4388.  Have  you  taken  any  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  state  of  public  feeling  on  the  question 
of  Sunday  closing  in  Londonderry  ? — I have. 

4389.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  the  result 
of  the  inquiries  which  you  have  made  as  regards 
various  classes  of  the  community,  for  instance, 
commencing  with  the  clergy  ? — I saw  Bishop 
Alexander,  a Bishop  of  the  Church  of  Ireland, 
the  Bishop  of  Derry  and  Raphoe,  and  he  says  that 
great  benefits  have  accrued  since  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  has  been  in  operation. 

4390.  Do  you  know  how  long  he  has  been 
Bishop  of  Derry  ? — Many  years. 

4391.  He  was  bishop,  was  he  not,  before  the 
Act  came  into  operation? — Yes,  I should  think 
so. 

4392.  What  did  he  say  to  you  upon  the  sub- 
ject ? — He  says  that  the  benefits  are  very 
apparent  as  the  result  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act,  and  he  considers  that  the  three-mile  radius 
is  absurd  for  the  bond  fide  traveller. 

4393.  What  is  your  own  opinion  about  the  three 
miles  distance? — I consider  it  merely  obliges 
people  who  want  to  drink  to  travel  three  miles. 

4394.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  done  to  any 
considerable  extent  in  Derry? — It  is. 

4395.  The  clause  is  broken  by  people  whom  you 
know  are  not  travelling,  but  who  merely  walk 
out  to  get  drink  ? — Yes  ; they  go  to  Culm  ore  in 
one  direction  about  four  miles,  and  in  another 
direction  they  go  to  New  Buildings,  which  is 
a little  over  three  miles  up  the  river  in  the 
Strabane  direction,  and  they  go  also  to  Eglinton. 

4396.  When  you  speak  of  those,  do  you  speak 
of  the  class  of  habitual  drunkards? — I speak  of 
those  who  go  anywher.e  for  drink. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4397.  Did  I understand  you  to  say  that  it  is 
the  habitual  drunkards  who  go  out  those  three 
miles? — People  who  are  excessively  fond  of 
drink.  I do  not  say  that  they  are  not  what  you 

call 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
call  habitual  drunkards,  they  may  not  be  that; 
but  they  are  people  who  are  constantly  being 
prosecuted,  and  brought  up  before  me  for  excess. 

Chairman. 

4398.  How  many  miles  would  they  go  for 
drink  ? — One  place  is  four  miles,  and  the  other 
is  nearly  four,  and  Eglinton  is  about  six  miles. 
There  is  also  another  place  in  the  neighbourhood 
called  Gullagh. 

4399.  Would  you  suggest  any  amendment  of 
the  clause  with  regard  to  the  hand  fide  traveller  ? 
— Yes,  I would  say  that  the  shortest  distance 
should  be  seven  miles. 

4400.  You  have  given  us  the  oj.inion  of  Bishop 
Alexander  ; will  you  proceed  to  state,  so  far  as 
you  can,  the  l-esult  of  your  inquiries  as  to  the 
state  of  feeling  upon  the  subject  amongst  various 
classes  of  the  community  in  Derry  'l — I have 
stated  that  Bishop  Alexander  considered  that  six 
miles  was  the  shortest  distance  that  should  be 
allowed  lor  the  bund  fide  traveller  limit.  I do  not 
know  whether  you  wish  me  to  go  into  the  subject 
of  early  closing  on  Saturdays,  but  Bishop 
Alexander  expressed  an  opinion  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4401.  That  is  only  so  far  as  it  affects  the 
question  of  Sunday  drinking,  is  it  not? — Of 
course  he  expressed  an  opinion  upon  that. 

Chairman. 

4402.  What  was  his  opinion  ? — That  the  houses 
should  be  closed  earlier  ou  Saturday  night. 

4403.  At  what  hour  did  he  wish  them  closed  ? 
— The  Bishop  did  not  say  exactly  the  hour ; but 
he  was  entirely  in  favour  of  closing  at  an  earlier 
hour  ou  Saturday,  say  about  eight  or  nine  o’clock. 
I called  on  Dr.  Kelly,  the  Catholic  Bishop,  and 
he  told  he  was  quite  neutral  on  the  subject. 
I called  on  Mr.  Ross,  who  was  the  Moderator  of 
the  General  Assembly  last  year,  and  he  thought 
that  the  Sunday  closing  had  done  an  immense 
deal  of  good  in  Derry.  He  said  that  the  Sabbath 
was  better  observed  since  the  Act  came  into 
operation. 

4404.  Did  he  make  any  observations  as  to  its 
effect  with  regard  to  drunkenness  and  sobriety  ? 
— Yes  ; that  it  had  done  an  immense  deal  of  good 
in  that  way. 

4405.  Did  he  say  anything  further?  — He 
thought  that  the  distance  as  regards  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clause  was  entirely  too  short;  he  said 
he  thought  it  should  be  extended  to  six  miles. 

4406.  Did  he  say  anything  more  ? — He  said 
that  early  closing  on  Saturday  would  be  most 
beneficial.  He  said  that  people  were  paid  their 
wages  either  weekly  or  fortnightly,  on  Friday  or 
Saturday,  and  that  having  their  money  in  their 
pockets  on  Saturday  night,  they  were  induced  to 
go  into  public-houses  to  spend  it. 

4407.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge 
when  the  wages  are  usually  paid  in  Derry? — 
Yes.  As  he  said,  they  are  paid  weekly,  sometimes 
Friday,  and  sometimes  Saturday,  and  some  are 
paid  fortnightly ; but  I think  that  is  the  excep- 
tion. Derry  is  a place  where  the  work  is  gene- 
rally stopped  about  two  o’clock  on  Saturdays ; it 
is  a sort  of  half  holiday. 

4408.  Will  you  proceed,  and  tell  us  of  any 
0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

others  to  whom  you  spoke? — Then  I spoke  to 
people  of  a more  humbler  class  in  life. 

4409.  Did  you  speak  to  any  of  the  employers 
of  labour  that  there  are  in  Derry  ? — No.  In  the 
manufactures  in  Derry  they  are  principally 
women  who  are  the  employees.  It  is  the  linen 
manufactory  which  is  the  principal  thing  in 
Derry. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4410.  Did  you  speak  to  Mr.  Biggar? — Yes, 
I did. 

44)1.  He  is  a large  employer,  is  he  not,  of 
male  labour? — Yes,  he  employs  men. 

Chairman. 

4412.  Did  you  consult  him? — I did  not  ask 
him  the  opinion  of  his  people. 

4413.  Did  you  ask  him  his  own  opinion? — I 
cannot  say. 

4414.  You  said  that  you  endeavoured  to  as- 
certain the  opinion  of  the  working  classes;  will 
you  state  how  you  went  about  it  ? — I asked  the 
people;  we  made  inquiries  amongst  them,  who 
had  spoken  on  the  subject  to  people  of  all  classes 
in  Derry 

4415.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the 
general  result  of  the  knowledge  that  you  acquired 
of  the  feeling  of  the  working  classes  ? — There  is 
a very  great  majority  in  favour  of  Sunda 
closing,  and  the  continuation  of  the  Act. 

44 1 6.  What  class  of  people  do  you  refer  to  ? 
— People  in  a small  business  way,  who  are  inti- 
mate with  those  of  the  working  classes,  and  who 
have  business  connections  with  them. 

4417.  Have  there  been  any  public  meetings 
in  the  town  of  Derry  upon  the  subject? — None ;. 
the  only  resolution  is  one  that  I have  here  from 
the  magistrates  of  the  rural  district  at-  the  last 
meeting  of  petty  sessions,  which  was  held  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  April. 

4418.  What  was  that  resolution  ? — Proposed 

by  Robert  M‘Clintock,  d.l.,  and  seconded  by 
Sir  Thomas  Lecky,  Knight : That  the  question 

of  the  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses  in  Ire- 
land being  now  under  the  consideration  of  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  we 
would  strongly  i-ecommend  the  amendment  of  the 
existing  provision  of  the  Licensing  Act  with 
regard  to  bond  fide  travellers.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  distance  which  constitutes  a person  a 
bond  fide  traveller  should  be  increased  from  three 
to  seven  miles.” 

4419.  As  regards  the  City  of  Derry,  has  there 
been  any  indication  of  public  opinion  ; I mean 
in  the  form  of  resolutions  of  public  bodies  or 
meetings  of  the  citizens  ? — None  ; the  only  thing 
is  the  opinions  that  are  expressed  in  some  of  the 
local  journals. 

4420.  How  does  the  press  of  Derry  regard  the 
question  ? — I do  not  think  that  one  of  the  jour- 
nals, that  is  the  “ Londonderry  Journal,”  has 
expressed  an  opinion  at  all ; the  others,  “ The 
Standard  ” and  “ The  Sentinel,”  by  leading  ar- 
ticles have  done  so. 

4421.  So  far  as  you  are  aware,  is  there  any 
considerable  body  of  public  opinion,  or  anybody 
of  opinion  at  all  in  Derry,  in  favour  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  existing  law  as  regards  Sunday 
closing? — From  all  the  inquiries  that  I have 
made,  I believe  that  none  are  in  favour  of  the 
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Chairman — continued. 

law  being  allowed  to  expire,  except  those  who 
would  be  benefited  by  it. 

4422.  You  mean  those  who  are  directly  or  in- 
directly connected  with  the  trade? — Yes;  or 
perhaps  some  of  the  wholesale  men. 

4423.  As  regards  that  matter,  is  there  una- 
nimity, do  you  think,  among  the  members  of  the 
trade  ? — I do  not  think  so,  but  I think  the  more 
respectable  traders  are  against  having  trading  on 
Sundays. 

4424 . H ave  you  taken  pains  to  ascertain  that  ? 
— I have  not  made  personal  inquiries  from  the 
publicans. 

4425.  What  are  the' grounds  for  that  state- 
ment of  yours  with  regard  to  their  opinions  ? 
Only  the  opinions  of  those  with  whom  I have 
conversed  on  the  subject. 

4426.  Have  they  taken  any  collective  action 
in  the  matter? — They  have  not;  I am  not  aware 
of  any  action  taken  by  the  publicans  either  one 
way  or  the  other. 

4427.  You  have  had  interviews  with  the  clergy 
and  various  other  sections  of  the  community  ; 
have  any  considerable  number  of  persons  ex- 
pressed a wish  that  the  public-houses  should  be 
opened  on  Sunday  ? — No ; I have  heard  of  none. 

4428.  You  have  said  that  the  Catholic  Bishop 
said  he  was  neutral ; did  he  express  any  dissatis- 
faction with  the  existing  law? — No;  he  said  it 
was  a matter  that  he  gave  no  consideration  to. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4429.  I think  Dr.  Kelly  is  a very  old  man,  is 
he  not? — He  is; 

Chairman. 

4430.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  offer,  your- 
self, as  to  the  amendment  of  the  present  law 
with  reference  to  Sunday  Closing,  and  in  deal- 
ing with  violations  of  the  licensing  laws  ? — I 
think  that  as  long  as  so  many  public-houses 
exist  in  Derry  as  there  are  at  present  it  will  be 
impossible  to’  put  down  breaches  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  altogether.  I could  describe  some 
public-houses  that  would  give  the  Committee 
some  idea  of  how  it  is  that  they  cannot,  be  de- 
tected. 

4431.  It  is  important  to  take  your  evidence  in 
a general  way ; if  all  the  houses  were  of  a higher 
class  it  would  be  more  easy,  would  it  not,  to 
enforce  the  Act? — Yes,  much  more  easy. 

4432.  The  Committee  would  not  think  it  right 
to  go  into  details  of  individual  houses  ? — I do  not 
want  to  give  the  names  of  the  houses,  but  such 
houses  exist. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4433.  Is  it  the  character  of  the  house  or  the 
character  of  the  publican  that  you  are  alluding 
to  ? — Principally  as  regards  the  house,  but  also, 
of  course,  of  the  publican  who  takes  advantage 
of  the  house. 

Chairman. 

4434.  A house  of  a low  class  you  mean,  I pre- 
sume ? — A very  low  class.  I could  give  an  idea 
of  the  class  of  house  by  giving  the  valuation  of 
the  houses.  At  present  there  is  no  way  of 
shutting  up  these  houses.  The  magistrates  have 
no  power. 

4435.  We  cannot  go  into  that  question  for  this 


Chairman  - continued. 

reason,  that  violations  of  the  licensing  laws,  no 
matter  whether  with  regard  to  Sunday  closing 
or  any  other  provision,  are  more  likely  to  occur 
in  inferior  houses.  I think  that  is  going  outside 
the  scope  of  our  inquiry.  Is  there  any  other 
suggestion  which  you  wish  to  offer? — Yes.  It 
has  been  suggested  in  some  places  I sec  by  the 
evidence  that  has  been  taken  here,  that  the 
houses  might  be  kept  open  for  a shorter  number 
of  hours  on  Sundays.  I want  to  show  that  the 
effect  of  that  would  not  diminish  drinking.  In 
fact,  my  opinion  would  be  that  it  would  not 
check  the  excess  of  Sunday  drinking  at  all. 

4436.  Then  you  do  not  approve  of  the  sugges- 
tion ? — I do  not. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4437.  Do  not  you  think  that  by  starting  the 
drinking  two  hours  on  Sunday  it  would  make  it 
more  likely  to  be  carried  on  afterwards,  and  that 
after  they  were  closed  it  would  be  likely  that 
drinking  would  be  carried  on  illegally  ? — Indeed, 
I think  it  is  quite  probable. 

Chairman. 

4438.  Will  you  proceed  to  give  us  your  views 
upon  that  point  ? — I asked  one  of  my  constables 
who  is  very  indefatigable  in  detecting  Sunday 
closing,  and  who  has  had  a great  number  of 
prosecutions,  to  give  me  the  limit  of  hours  during 
which  he  made  the  detections,  and  that  out  of 
27  which  he  has  given  me,  I cannot  see  that  one 
has  occurred  during  the  hours  which  it  has  been 
suggested  that  the  public-houses  might  be  left 
open. 

4439.  When  you  say  that  a great  number  of 
violations  take  place,  those,  I presume,  are  cases 
of  obtaining  drink  at  public-houses? — Yes,  in 
which  publicans  were  prosecuted  for  selling  on 
Sundays. 

4440.  At  what  hours  ? — They  were  nearly  all 
in  the  forenoon,  or  late  in  the  afternoon.  I 
might  say  that  generally  from  half-past  eight  to 
twelve  all  the  offences  are  committed  that  he  has 
given  me. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

4441.  Are  there  none  between  12  and  half- 
past eight? — Yes,  there  is  one  case  at  seven 
which  he  has  given  ; but  none  between  12  and 
seven  so  far  as  I can  see  on  his  return. 

4442.  Have  you  anything  further  to  suggest? 
— I have  already  stated  that  I do  not  consider 
that  the  punishment  was  adequate  in  the  case  of 
shebeens.  I do  not  think  that  the  punishment 
is  adequate  either  in  the  cases  of  publicans  break- 
ing the  law. 

4443.  What  modification  would  you  suggest  ? 
— I have  said  already  that  they  are  a very  low 
class  of  public-house.  We  have,  I believe,  in 
proportion  to  the  population  about  three  public- 
houses  in  Derry  for  one  in  Belfast. 

4444.  What  are  your  suggestions  with  regard 
to  remedying  the  evil? — I would  say  that  the 
publicans  themselves  should  be  punished  for  the 
continued  breach  of  the  Licensing  Act  more  than 
they  are  at  present.  At  present  it  is  very  hard, 
if  I might  use  the  word,  to  break  the  licenses 
altogether. 

4445.  Do  you  think  that  the  conviction  should 
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Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
be  endorsed  on  the  license,  or  what  are  your 
practical  suggestions  with  regal'd  to  that  ? — 
For  instance,  a publican  if  he  commits  a breach 
of  the  Act  he  is  fined  ; the  next  time  he  is  fined, 
and  perhaps  the  license  is  endorsed.  He  may  be 
caught  again  within  a month  and  fined  again,  and 
the  license  may  not  be  endorsed,  but  even  if  it 
were  endorsed  it  would  only  be  two  convictions. 
He  would  not  loose  the  license  for  that,  unless 
there  was  a third.  In  the  meantime,  he  sells  his 
interest  in  the  public -house  and  another  man 
steps  in. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

4446.  Does  not  the  sale  carry  the  license? — 
No,  he  gets  a fresh  license  then. 

Chairman. 

4447.  You  have  told  us  the  mischief;  what 
would  you  suggest  for  a remedy  ; do  you  think 
that  breaches  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  might 
be  more  effectively  prevented  by  a modification 
of  the  law  ? — The  majority  of  the  convictions 
against  publicans  are  for  Sunday  drinking,  and  I 
would  suggest  that  there  should  not  be  such 
facilities  for  the  landlord  of  a public-house  trans- 
ferring and  accepting  a new  tenant  and  the  new 
tenant  starting  fresh  with  a new  license. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

4448.  You  would  have  him  begin  with  a load 

of  sin  upon  his  shoulders,  I suppose.  You  say 
that  all  the  arrests  for  drunkennesson  Sunday  take 
place  during  the  hours  when  the  houses  would 
be  closed  ; according  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  previous  witnesses,  is  that  so  ? — It  is.  1 do 

not  at  all  say  that  there  may  not  have  been  odd 
ones,  but  I say  that  the  immense  majority  would 
take  place  when  the  houses  were  closed. 

4449.  But  you  said  that  there  were  no  convic- 
tions at  the  hours  during  which  they  would  be 
open  according  to  the  recommendations? — In 
this  return  1 cannot  see  any. 

4450.  Do  not  you  think  from  that  evidence  it 
would  be  right  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  safe  to  open  the  houses  during  those 
hours? — No,  because  there  is  more  difficulty  of 
course  in  catching  them  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 
Then  in  the  afternoon  from  seven  out  it  is  dark 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

4451.  Are  there  no  people  in  Derry  who  make 
a proper  use  of  public-houses? — Certainly. 

4452.  Are  there  a large  class  of  people  who 
make  a proper  use  of  those  numerous  public- 
houses  ? — Yes,  a very  large  proportion. 

4453.  Is  there  not  a large  class  of  the  working 
population  who  make  a proper  use  of  public- 
houses  ? - I presume  there  is. 

4454.  Is  not  it  your  experience  that  it  must 
of  necessity  be  so  ? — There  must  be. 

4455.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  a great 
convenience  to  those  people  to  have  the  houses 
open  ? — I do  not. 

4456.  Say  for  a couple  of  hours  on  Sunday  ? 
— I do  not. 

4457.  Not  even  while  they  are  having  dinner? 
—No  ; because  my  experience  is  that  the  people 
in  Ireland,  the  working  classes,  do  not  drink 
spirituous  liquor  at  all  at  dinner.  1 know  that 
for  a fact  in  several  parts  of  Ireland,  in  fact  in 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
the  three  provinces,  and  now  in  Ulster,  where 
I have  been  for  more  than  three  years,  I have 
made  inquiries  and  I find  that  they  do  not  as  a 
rule., 

4458.  Not  even  on  working  days? — No  ; it  is 
after  work  that  they  go  for  the  drink. 

4459.  Do  you  think  that  they  take  drink  home 
with  them  on  Saturday  nights  for  Sunday  drink- 
ing ? — No ; I do  not  think  they  do. 

4460.  Does  any  trouble  appear  to  you  to  be 
likely  to  arise  in  the  way  of  occupation  for  your 
men  in  consequence  of  home  drinking? — No;  not 
in  consequence  of  home  drinking. 

4461.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  the  houses 
were  closed  earlier  on  Saturday  ni^ht  they 
would  be  likely  to  take  drink  home  with  them  ? 
— I do  not. 

4462.  You  say  that  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop 
has  not  given  the  matter  any  consideration  ? — So 
he  told  me. 

4463.  Is  he  not  in  touch  with  the  majority  of 
the  people  who  use  public-houses? — He  is  a very 
feeble  old  gentleman  and  he  has  been  in  bad 
health. 

4464.  He  said  he  was  neutral,  did  he  not? — 
Yes. 

4465.  He  is  responsible  for  the  morality  of  his 
flock,  is  he  not? — He  is  I suppose. 

4466.  Do  you  think  he  would  be  likely  to  be 
neutral  if  there,  were  any  evils  arising  from 
drinking  or  other  causes  in  his  diocese? — I think 
probably  he  does  not  consider  that  by  legislation 
you  can  stop  immorality. 

4467.  You  had  an  interview,  had  you  not,  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop? — I had. 

4468.  Did  it  last  for  a long  time  ? — It  may 
have  lasted  about  15  minutes. 

4469.  That  visit  was  an  official  visit,  was  it 
not? — It  was,  but  at  the  same  time  private 
matters  may  have  been  spoken  about. 

4470.  I only  want  to  know  about  matters  re- 
lating to  this  inquiry ; the  subject  upon  which 
you  went  to  consult  him.  He  did  not  pronounce 
in  favour  of  any  extension  of  the  present  Act  ? — 
He  did  not.  I may  say  the  only  opinion  he  gave 
was  that  he  considered  there  were  too  many 
public-houses  in  Derry. 

4471.  I suppose  that,  like  youi'self,  he  believes 
in  the  elevation  of  the  status  of  those  who  hold 
public-houses  ? — I cannot  tell  about  that. 

4472.  There  were  no  meetings  held  in  Derry? 
— Not  that  I have  ever  heard  of,  excepting  this 
one  in  the  rural  district. 

4473.  Sunday  closing  is  in  operation  in  Dei'ry, 
is  it  not?  — It  is. 

4474.  Therefox'e  there  was  no  necessity  for 
holding  a meeting  ? — I am  not  aware. 

4475.  The  magistrates  passed  a resolution  ? — 
The  magistrates  of  the  rural  petty  sessional 
district,  the  county  magistrates. 

4476.  And  that  was  with  regard  to  the  bond 
fide  traveller  clause? — Yes. 

4477.  What  reason  do  you  think  induced  them 
•to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  did,  and  re- 
commending that  the  limit  of  distance  should  be 
seven  miles  instead  of  three? — From  their  know- 
ledge of  people  going  from  Derry  to  a distance 
of  little  more  than  three  miles,  and  obtaining 
drink  there  on  Sundays. 

A A 4478.  You 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

4478.  You  gave  us  your  own  opinion  on  the 
subject  ? — I did ; indeed  I do  not  think  that 
seven  miles  would  be  an  adequate  radius  where 
people  travel  by  train  ; for  instance,  people  go  to 
Buncana,  in  the  county  of  Donegal,  which  is 
about  14  miles  from  Derry. 

Chairman. 

4479.  Do  you  think  that  they  go  there  for  the 

nose  of  getting  drunk? — Some,  I have  no 
t,  do ; but  the  majority,  I should  say,  go  for 
amusement. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4480.  When  people  go  to  Culmore,  do  they 
go  for  amusement? — Some  people  go  merely  for 
drink. 

4481.  To  New  Buildings,  three  miles;  what  do 
they  go  for?— Certainly  for  drink;  it  is  a most 
uninteresting  place. 

4482.  Eglinton  six  miles  ; what  do  they  go 
there  for? — For  drink  also. 

4483  Do  great  members  go  to  those  places  for 
drink  every  Sunday.  No,noton  Sundays  in  winter. 

4484.  Are  there  any  arrests  made  on  the 
roads  coming  back  from  those  places  by  your 
men  ? — Not  to  any  extent. 

4485.  Are  there  any  prosecutions  arising  from 
those  journeys  on  Sundays? — 1 cannot  say  for 
certain.  There  cannot  be  many,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  on 
Sundays. 

4486.  But  those  that  are  arrested,  and  those 
that  are  prosecuted,  where  are  they  taken?— 
The  arrests  are  in  ihe  city  almost  entirely. 

4487.  And  not  from  amongst  those  who  visit 
those  places  ? — I cannot  say  that.  There  is  no 
police  barracks  at  New  Buildings,  and  none  at 
Culmore. 

4488.  As  a matter  of  fact,  you  do  not  know 
that  there  are  any  arrests  and  convictions 
amongst  the  people  who  use  those  places  for 
three,  four,  and  six  miles  distant? — No,  I can- 
not say. 

4489.  Is  not  the  correct  inference  from  that, 
that  those  people  go  there  for  recreation  ?— No, 
I think  not. 

4490.  Why  do  you  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  go  for  drink  merely  ? — I do  not  see 
what  they  could  go  for. 

4491.  What  do  you  base  that  opinion  upon  ? 
— I have  said  that  they  are  most  uninteresting 
and  most  uninviting  places  ; they  are  public- 
houses  merely  on  the  side  of  the  road  in  rather  a 
bleak  country. 

4492.  Are  there  not  a number  of  people  in 
Derry  who  walk  out  to  take  the  fresh  ah'  on 
Sunday  ? — There  are. 

4493.  Are  they  not  confined  every  day  in  the 
week  in  a shop  or  elsewhere  ?— The  majority  1 
suppose  are. 

4494.  Are  they  not  at  work  at  benches  indoors  ? 
— A great  majority  of  them. 

4495.  Is  not  there  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
take  thctee  walks  for  recreation  ? — Yes,  but  there 
are  other  directions ; they  can  go  where  there  is 
much  nicer  scenery  than  that. 

4496.  Would  they  not  meet  with  public- 
houses  where  the  nice  scenery  is? — In  some 
directions  they  might. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

4497.  Are  there  not  public-houses  to  be  found 
in  every  direction  ? — Not  within  four  miles  in 
every  direction. 

4498.  You  know,  do  you  not,  the  class  of 
people  who  are  confined  in  shops  and  workshops, 
and  establishments  of  every  kind  in  Derry 
during  the  week  ? — Yes. 

4499.  Do  you  think  they  would  be  likely  to 
take  a long  walk  into  the  country  on  Sunday  if 
they  had  not  an  opportunity  of  getting  some 
refreshment  ? — Those  who  are  fond  of  drink  I 
suppose  would  not. 

4500.  Would  not  they  go  from  any  other 
motives? — They  might;  they  might  go  for 
amusement,  or  for  fresh  air,  or  for  recreation. 

4501.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  rather  a 
long  journey  to  impose  upon  a man  to  go  seven 
miles  before  he  could  get  any  refreshment,  con- 
sidering that  he  would  have  to  walk  seven  miles 
back  ? — 1 do  not. 

4502.  Do  you  often  perform  a march  with 
your  men  of  four  miles  out  and  home? — Not 
since  I have  been  in  Londonderry ; my  duties 
are  confined  to  the  city. 

4503.  Have  your  men  to  do  patrol  duty  at 
any  distance  in  the  country  ? — Their  farthest 
point  I suppose  would  be  six  or  seven  miles. 

4504.  Are  they  allowed  to  take  refreshments 
on  the  way? — Not  whilst  on  duty,  without  the 
permission  of  the  officer. 

4505.  Do  they  get  that  permission  ? — No,  not 
in  the  course  of  their  ordinary  duty,  unless  it  is 
some  very  harassing  duty. 

4506.  Would  not  you  consider  it  yourself  a 
long  journey  to  perform  seven  miles  before  get- 
ting any  refreshment? — No,  I would  not;  I 
have  often  walked  25  miles  without  any. 

4507.  Would  you  compare  yourself  to  the 
men  who  are  confined  all  the  week  in  the 
manner  that  I have  described  ; do  you  think  that 
they  would  be  able  to  perform  the  same  physi- 
cal exertion  as  you? — No,  I do  not. 

4508.  Would  not  you  consider  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  they  should  have  some  susten- 
ance on  the  way  if  they  have  to  perform  a long 
walk  ? — If  they  really  had  any  business  that 
would  bring  them  that  distance,  I might  con- 
sider it  so. 

4509.  In  eliciting  this  expression  of  opinion 
at  Derry,  did  you  talk  to  people  who  used 
public-houses? — I cannot  say  that  I did,  in  the 
ordinary  way.  I presume  you  mean  going  in 
and  sitting  down  and  drinking. 

4510.  Did  you  meet  and  talk  with  working 
men  ; men  of  a representative  character  that  are 
to  be  found  in  every  town  ? — I did  not  person- 
ally ; I got  others  to  speak  to  them. 

451 1.  What  opinion  did  you  discover? — That 
the  majority  were  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing. 
There  were  a great  number  of  them  members  of 
Total  Abstinence  Associations.  Of  course, 
those  who  have  a taste  for  drink  were  opposed 
to  Sunday  closing,  and  there  were  some,  also, 
too  who  did  not  wish  to  be  curbed  in  any  way, 
and  did  not  see  why  they  should  not  get  drunk 
whenever  they  paid  for  it 

4512.  Would  the  majority  of  the  people  con- 
sider it  a great  restraint  upon  their  liberty? — 
No,  they  did  not,  so  far  as  I could  ascertain. 

4513.  You 
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Mr.  John  O’  Connor— continued. 

4513.  You  spoke  about  low  public-houses 
being  pretty  numerous  in  Derry  ; do  not  you 
think  if  the  respectable  houses  were  open  for 
some  hours  on  Sunday  that  it  would  greatly 
diminish  the  more  illicit  trade  that  may  be  going 
on  in  the  low  public-houses? — Mo,  I do  not, 
because  those  low  public-houses  are  in  the  low 
quarters  of  the  city  where  those  habitual  drunk- 
ards reside  in  a great  measure ; and  I do  not 
think  they  would  go  to  the  better  class  of 
houses ; they  would  only  get  it  as  near  their 
homes  as  they  could. 

4514.  Do  not  you  think  that  closing  public- 
houses,  generally,  throughout  the  city  drives 
people  to  those  low  public-houses  where  they 
run  risks  and  cheat  the  law? — It  drives  a cer- 
tain class ; only  those  who  are  addicted  to 
drink. 

4515.  But  your  habitual  drunkard  finds  no 
difficulty  in  getting  drink  on  Sunday  or  at  any 
other  time  ? —He  does  find  a difficulty,  and  he 
runs  considerable  risk. 

4516.  They  do  get  it,  do  they  ? — Some  of  them 
succeed  in  getting  it ; they  could  not  all  get  it. 

4517.  Then  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  no 
effect  upon  the  habitual  drunkard  ? — There  is  a 
check  on  him  ; he  knows  he  runs  considerable 
risk  in  trying  to  procure  the  drink.  From  my 
experience  in  different  parts  of  Ireland,  and  from 
what  I have  seen,  I have  no  doubt  that  Sunday 
closing  in  general  has  been  of  immense  advan- 
tage. 

Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell. 

4518.  What  part  of  Ireland? — I have  been  all 
over  Ireland;  and  in  the  south  I know  that 
before  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  it  was  difficult  to 
drive  through  a street  on  Sunday. 

Chairman. 

4519.  What  part  of  the  country  do  you  refer 
to  now  ? — The  county  of  Waterford  ; the  town  of 
Lismore,  where  it  was  difficult  to  drive  through 
the  narrow  little  streets  before  two  o’clock,  owing 
to  the  immense  number  of  people  who  were 
standing  waiting  for  the  public-houses  to  be 
opened. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4520.  Would  those  be  people  who  had  come  a 
long  distance  ? — Those  were  people  who  came 
into  prayers  to  chapel. 

4521.  And  who  had  a long  walk  before  them  ? 
— Not  a long  walk ; the  Catholic  churches  are 
round  within  a radius  of  four  miles  I should 
say  ; none  of  them  need  have  come  further  than 
that  I think. 

4522.  They  would  naturally  take  a drink 
before  facing  homewards? — Now  they  go  on 
immediately  after  prayer-time  quite  contented 
without  a drink. 

4523.  You  spoke  about  temperance  associa- 
tions in  Derry  ; who  is  the  leader  of  those  tem- 
perance associations  ? — There  is  one  under  the 
Rev.  Mr.  .VI  ‘Menanim,  a Catholic  clergyman. 

4524.  Is  that  a very  extensive  association  ? — 
It  is. 

4525.  What  is  your  opinion  of  those  associa- 
tions ; are  they  not  very  effective  in  promoting 
temperance? — They  are. 
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4526.  Are  they  not  much  more  effective  than 
any  Act  of  Parliament  could  be  ? — Indeed,  among 
certain  people,  they  are  much  more  so,  as  long  as 
they  keep  the  pledge. 

4527.  I want  to  ask  you  a few  questions  about 
these  returns  of  yours.  There  is  a great  falling 
off,  I notice,  in  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunken- 
ness from  8 a.m.  on  Sunday  to  8 a.m.  on  Monday, 
according  to  your  return  ? — Yes,  there  is  a con- 
siderable falling  off. 

4528.  Looking  at  your  return  ( handing  the 
some  to  the  Witness),  do  you  notice  also  con- 
siderable decrease  in  the  number  of  arrests  and 
convictions  for  drunkenness  on  every  other  day 
in  the  week  ? — I do. 

4529.  Is  it  not  almost  a proportionate  de- 
crease ? — No,  certainly  not ; nothing  like  it. 

4530.  Is  it  not  a very  large  decrease  ? — It  is  a 
large  decrease.  I should  say,  on  the  average,  it 
is  about  one-fourth. 

4531.  In  the  one  case,  in  the  year  1873,  there 
are  1,244  cases,  and  in  the  last  column  there  are 
something  like  767  ? — Yes,  I should  say  that 
there  would  be  about  one-fourth  decrease  on  the 
Sundays ; it  is  not  as  much  as  a half,  taking 
those  two  years,  1872  and  1887 ; there  has  not 
been  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  number  in 
1887. 

4532.  In  1872  there  were  1,244  arrests  for 
drunkenness  on  week-days,  from  eight  a.m.  on 
Monday  to  eight  a.m.  on  Sunday,  and  in  1887 
there  were  767  ? — Yes. 

4533.  Do  you  call  that  one-fourth  ? — No,  I 
do  not;  I said  the  average  if  you  would  allow 
me  to  take  those  years;  with  regard  to  the 
Sundays  in  1872,  there  were  124  arrrests,  and  in 
1877  there  were  about  38.  I think  you  will 
find  that  the  proportion  is  far  greater  in  1885, 
when  there  were  55. 

Mr,  T.  TV.  Russell. 

4534.  Can  you  give  us  the  figures  for  1875  on 
week-days  ? — 961. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4535.  In  1875  there  were  87  on  Sunday,  and 
in  1885  there  were  55,  and  in  1887  there  were 
100.  Do  not  you  think  that  there  is  a great 
improvement  in  the  habits  of  the  people  with 
regard  to  drink  ? — There  is  certainly. 

4536.  And  would  not  the  diminution  on  Sun- 
days and  Mondays  and  every  day  in  the  week 
be  due  to  that  general  improvement  rather  than 
to  the  operation  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  ? — It 
would  not. 

4537.  Do  not  your  figures  prove  that? — No; 
the  decrease  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  Sun- 
day are  far  in  excess  in  proportion  co  the  decrease 
on  week-days. 

Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell. 

4538.  Did.  not  the  diminution,  both  in  the 
Sunday  and  week-day  arrests  commence  with 
the  Act;  do  not  the  figures  prove  that? — They 
do  commence  with  the  Act ; certainly  about  that 
period. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

4539.  In  this  return  before  me  which  shows 
the  number  of  convictions  against  shebeens  and 
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Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued, 
hawkers  of  spirits,  you  notice  that  there  are  no 
returns  about  shebeens  from  1873  to  1881 ; there 
is  not  a single  conviction  for  that  class  of  offence  ? 
— It  appears  not. 

4540.  Then  from  1882  to  1887  you  had  six 
convictions  ? — Yes. 

4541.  And  there  were  no  convictions  for  she- 
beening  on  week-days  according  to  that  return 
from  1873  to  1886.  Is  not  that  so?— Yes. 

4542.  What  conclusion  would  you  draw  from 
that? — I draw  no  conclusion  really  so  far  as 
regards  the  closing  on  Sundays,  because  the 
number  there  is  so  infinitesimally  small  that 
really  it  is  no  criterion  whatever. 

4543.  But  is  it  not  only  a symptom  of  the 
disease  after  all? — I beg  your  pardon  I will  just 
explaiu  if  you  will  allow  me.  We  know  that  a 
certain  person  will  sell  on  Sunday,  or  will  sell 
illicitly,  or  keep  a shebeen,  or  he  may  go  on  from 
time  to  time,  and  you  may  not  see  him  perhaps 
for  months,  but  some  day  some  drunken  men  are 
seen  knocking  about  the  house,  and  the  constable 
probably  will  swear  an  information ; then  he  gets 
a warrant  of  search.  He  cannot  enter  the  house 
to  search  without  a warrant,  and  of  course  he 
cannot  swear  the  information  unless  he  has  some- 
thing to  ground  it  on. 

4544.  Do  not  you  think  that  there  may  be 
many  other  shebeens  that  they  have  not  dis- 
covered ? — There  may  be,  and  there  are  no  doubt 
a few  shebeens,  but  they  do  very  little  business. 

4545.  What  police  force  have  you  in  Derry  V 
— Ninety-two  I think  is  the  strength. 

4546.  What  means  do  you  adopt  in  order  to 
put  the  Act  in  force,  and  to  see  that  it  is  carried 
out? — Besides  the  beat  men,  who,  of  course, 
have  to  direct  their  attention  principally  to  it, 
there  are  men  told  off  in  plain  clothes  entirely 
for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  public-houses  on 
Sundays. 

4547.  What  number  might  those  be  ? — From 
four  to  six. 

4548.  Are  they  sufficient,  in  your  opinion? — 
No,  they  are  not  sufficient  in  consequence  of  the 
large  number  of  public-houses,  and  of  the  class 
of  public-houses.  There  are  a number  of  pub- 
licans, in  fact,  who  we  know  will  sell  on  Sundays 
it  they  get  the  opportunity. 

4549.  In  Derry,  as  elsewhere,  is  it  not  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  publicans  are  also  grocers  ? 
— Not  most  of  them  I think.  The  lower  class 
of  publicans  are  not  grocers. 

4550.  But  the  better  class  of  publicans  are 
grocers,  are  they  not  ? — Yes. 

4551.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  would  be  a 
great  inconvenience  to  those  people  to  shut  up 
the  houses  earlier  on  a Saturday  night? — I do 
not. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

4552.  Are  you  a teetotaller  yourself? — I'  am 
not. 

4553.  But  you  accord  to  yourself  the  privilege 
of  drinking  in  moderation? — Yes. 

4554.  And  you  think  you  ought  to  make  a 
similar  concession  to  all  others  of  like  tastes  and 
habits  to  yourself? — Yes. 

4555.  Acting  on  that  principle,  do  you  think 
it  right  to  deprive  the  moderate  drinker  of  the 
privilege  of  getting  a glass  of  beer  or  a glass  of 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
whiskey  if  he  desires  it  on  Sunday 9 — If  he 
thinks  it  necessary,  and  he  cannot  procure  it  the 
day  before.  I do  not  consider  it  necessary,  but 
if  he  does,  I should  say  he  should  procure  it  the 
day  before. 

4556.  You  stated  that  you  knew  the  habits 
of  the  people  very  well  ? — I do. 

4557.  Is  it  the  habit  of  the  working  classes  in 
Ireland  to  take  liquor  home  with  them  ?— It  is 
not. 

4558.  Consequently,  if  they  do  not  take  it  on 
the  Saturday  they  cannot  have  it  on  the  Sun- 
day ? — No,  if  they  do  not  take  it  home  on  Satur- 
day they  cannot. 

4559.  And  therefore  do  not  you  consider  that 
it  is  an  injustice  to  people  whose  habits  are  not 
in  accord  with  your  suggestion  to  deprive  them 
of  the  privilege  ot  taking  it? — I do  not.  I think 
it  is  only  a small  proportion  of  the  people  who 
drink  every  day  in  the  week,  and  I consider  that 
they  can  do  without  it  better  on  a Sunday  than 
on  a day  when  they  have  hard  work  to  do. 

4560.  Is  not  the  Sunday  a day  of  rest  and  a 
day  of  recreation  as  well  as  a day  of  religious 
observance  ? — It  is. 

4561.  But  on  a day  of  recreation,  is  it  not  the 
habit  of  the  majority  of  the  people  that  you  know 
to  take  drink  in  some  limited  quantity? — 1 do 
not  think  that  the  majority  of  the  people  do  in 
Derry. 

4562.  A large  number  of  the  people  do  so,  do 
they  not,  on  Sundays  ? — I cannot  tell.  I have 
no  means  of  forming  an  opinion. 

4563.  Looking  to  the  first,  return  of  yours,  I 
take  the  years  1879  on  to  1887,  beginning  with 
45  arrests  or  convictions,  and  ending  with  38. 
Is  not  that  a very  considerable  improvement  ? — 
It  is  not  a very  considerable  improvement, 
because  I see  in  1883  there  were  48,  and  in  1885 
there  'were  55. 

4564.  That  is  father  a dis-improvement,  is  it 
not? — That  is  compared  with  1879.  I should 
think  the  average  is  about  40  from  1879, 

4565.  Consequently,  you  must  infer  that  the 
Sunday  Closing  has  had  very  little  effect  in  the 
direction  of  making  people  more  temperate? — 
No,  I do  not  think  so  at  all. 

Chairman. 

4566  When  did  the  Act  come  into  operation? 
— On  the  1st  October  1878. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

4567.  Taking  the  year  1878,  do  you  find  that 
the  arrests  from  8 p.m.  on  Saturdays  to  8 a. in. 
on  Sundays,  was  189? — That  is  according  to 
the  return  which  I made  with  regard  to  Saturday 
early  closing.  I thought  you  were  on  Sunday 
just  now. 

4568.  The  number  of  arrests  in  1878  were  189, 
was  there  not? — Yes,  there  were  189  in  1878 
between  eight  p.m.  on  Saturdays  and  eight  a.m. 
on  Sundays. 

4569.  Will  you  go  on  and  tell  us  the  numbers 
in  the  years  after  that? — In  the  year  1880  there 
were  159  arrests;  in  1881,  133;  in  1882,  140; 
in  1883,  179;  in  1884,  141;  in  1885,  159;  in 
1886,  180;  and,  in  1887,  163. 

4570.  Have  you  noticed  any  very  considerable 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued, 
improvement  from  the  year  1878  down  to  the 
present  year  ? — There  is  a difference  of  26. 

4571.  I asked  you  whether  that  is  not  a very 
considerable  improvement  ? — Not  a very  con- 
siderable improvement,  taking  them  year  by  year. 

4572.  Have  you  noticed  that  the  year  before 
last  they  were.  180,  which  was  only  about  the 
same  amount  as  there  were  before  the  Act  came 
into  operation  ? — Yes. 

4573.  Is  not  the  inference  which  we  must  draw 
from  that  that  Saturday  night’s  drinking  and 
early  Sunday  morning  drinking  has  not  increased 
to  any  considerable  extent?— It  has  not  increased 
to  any  very  considerable  extent. 

4574.  Now,  let  me  draw  your  attention  to 
those  places  of  recreation  outside  Derry;  you 
mentioned  Culmore  ; is  there  not  a railway  run- 
ning down  to  Culmore? — No ; I should,  perhaps, 
correct  myself  that  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
there  is  a station  called  Culmore  station,  but  you 
would  have  to  cross  the  river  to  get  to  Culmore. 

4575.  You  could  not  call  it  a river  there ; it 
is  more  like  a bay  than  a river,  is  it  not  ? — It  is 
a few  hundred  yards  across ; you  can  go  aci’oss 
in  three  or  four  minutes  in  a boat. 

4576.  Is  that  the  way  the  people  would  go 
who  wanted  to  go  down  to  Culmore  for  drink  on 
Sunday  ? — No  ; I should  think  they  would  go  by 
road. 

4577.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  of  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  in 
Dublin? — I have. 

4578.  Did  it  come  under  your  knowledge  that 
I asked  him  a question  with  reference  to  Kings- 
town ? — It  did ; i merely  read  it,  and  I cannot 
remember  it  exactly. 

4579.  Kingstown  is  six  miles  by  rail  from 
Dublin,  is  it  not? — It  is. 

4580.  Mr.  Harrel’s  opinion  was,  was  it  not, 
that  .the  visitors  to  Kingstown  should  not  be 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  getting  due  refresh- 
ment there  on  Sunday  ? —I  am  not  sure. 

4581.  With  regard  to  those  other  places  which 
you  have  given  us,  Eglinton,  which  is  an  equal 
distance,  six  miles  from  Derry;  if  Mr.  Harrel 
would  allow  visitors  to  Kingstown  the  privilege 
of  getting  refreshment,  why  would  you  deprive 
them  of  a similar  privilege  at  liglinton  ? — Mr. 
Harrel  gave  his  opinion,  and  I have  given  mine. 
They  are  two  very  different  places.  Any  person 
living  in  Dublin  would  say  that  Kingstown  is  a 
nice  place,  but  that  cannot  be  said  of  the  places 
I have  mentioned. 

4582.  You  stated  that  you  did  not  yourself 
consult  the  working  classes  or  the  representatives 
of  the  working  classes  ? — No,  I did  not. 

4583.  But  'you  got  other  people  to  do  so  ? — 
Yes,  I did. 

4584.  Who  are  the  others  that  did  that  for  you  ? 
— 1 got  two  of  my  serjeants  to  do  it. 

4585.  What  means  did  take  to  ascertain  the 
opinions  of  the  working  classes  ? - One  of  them 
was  a member  of  one  of  those  temperance  asso- 
ciations, and  he  was  able  to  know  the  feelings  of 
the  members. 

4586.  Do  you  consider  it  the  best  way  of 
arriving  at  the  truth  to  send  a temperance  man 
to  inquire  as  to  the  temperate  habits  of  people  ? 
— No,  but  it  is  a temperance  association  with  a 
very  large  number  in  it,  and  I wished  to  have 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
the  opinions  of  those  people  who  were  members 
of'  temperance  associations  as  well  as  of  others. 

I asked  the  opinion  both  of  those  and  of  others. 
One  was  a serjeant  who  was  about  15  or  16  years 
in  Derry,  and  who  knows  nearly-  everyone  in 
Derry. 

4587.  But  he  was  a member  of  a temperance 
association,  was  he  not  ? — No,  not  this  serjeant, 
but  one  of  them  was. 

4588.  You  see  they  would  be  very  much  in 
the  position  of  a committee  of  butchers  fixing  the 
price  of  meat,  would  they  not  ? — No,  I think  not. 

4589.  You  did  not  consult  the  representative 
men,  that  is  to  say  the  presidents  of  the  respec- 
tive trades  ? — I did  not. 

4590.  Nor  did  you  get  your  men  to  do  so  ? — I 
do  not  think  that  there  are  many  trades  unions 
in  Derry,  if  that  is  what  you  mean. 

4591.  You  say  that  the  whole  of  the  popula- 
tion is  32,000.  Doyou  know  the  “Derry  Journal”? 
— I do. 

4592.  The  “Derry  Journal  ” did  not  write  any 
articles  either  for  or  against  Sunday  closing  ? — 
Not  to  my  knowledge  ; I have  not  seen  anv. 

4593.  The  “Derry  Journal”  circulates  amongst,, 
and  is  read  by,  the  popular  party  in  Derry  and 
the  district,  is  it  not  ? — It  is  read  by  the  Nation- 
alists; in  fact  it  is  read  by  all  classes.  I think  it 
is  a paper  which  you  will  see  in  a club  or  an  hotel 
and  all  classes  nearly  read  it. 

4594.  Is  it  likely  to  come  into,  the  hands  of 
what  we  may  call  the  better  or  the  educated- 
classes  ? — I do  not  think  that  the  Orange  party 
would  care  very  much  for  it. 

4595.  The  suggested  hours  in  the  exempted  . 
cities  are  the  hours  suggested  by  severalwitnesses 
for  partial  closing,  which  would  be  from  two  to 
five ; have  you  many  arrests  in  Derry  during 
those  hours  on  Sunday  ? — The  number  of  arrests 
are  not  within  those  hours  principally. 

4596.  Therefore,  would  you  not  infer  that  if 
the  houses  were  opened  there  w'ould  be  fewer 
arrests? — No,  I would  not  infer  that. 

4597.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  opening  the- 
houses  from  two  to  five  on  Sunday  in  Derry? — 
I think  it  would  have  the  effect  of  inducing  a 
great  number  to  drink  who  do  not  drink  "at 
present.  People  would  go  into  those  public- 
houses  and  stop  there  talking  and  drinking  who- 
are  quite  content  now  to  stay  at  home. 

4598.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  possible  to  make 
people  more  sober  by  Act  of  Parliament  ? — I do. 

4599.  Would  you  not  consider  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  clergy  in  the  elevation  of  the 
moral  tone  of  the  people  by  education  and  other- 
wise would  have  a still  better  effect  than  any  Act 
of  Parliament? — No,  not  on  the  habitual 
drunkards  or  those  corner-boy  class.  I do  not 
think  the  influence  of  the  clergy  worth  speaking 
of  on  those. 

4600.  Do  you  think  that  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  has  been  effectual  in  curing  habitual  drunk- 
ards?— No;  not  in  curing  them,  but  it  has 
diminished  drinking. 

4601.  But  drinking  would  still  go  on;  would 
you  recommend  any  alteration  in  the  existino- 
state  of  things  in  Derry  ? — l would  not  recom- 
mend that  public-houses  should  be  open  on 
Sunday.  I recommend  that  they  should  be  closed 
earlier  on  Saturday  evening. 

a a 3 4602.  You 
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4602.  You  say  that  Buncrana  is  four  miles 
from  Derry  ? — Yes. 

4603.  And  a large  number  of  persons  walk 
from  Derry  to  Buncrana  as  a pleasure  resort  on 
Sundays?— They  do. 

4604.  Several  hundreds,  T suppose  ? — I may 
say  thousands  on  some  days. 

4605.  If  the  houses  were  closed  there  against 
bond  fide  travellers,  would  it  not  be  a very  great 
injustice  to.  people  travelling  so  far? — I do  not 
think  so. 

Mr.  1'heodore  Fry. 

4600.  I thought  you  said  just  now  that  you 
thought  that,  the  condition  of  the  work-people 
was  very  much  improved  during  the  last  few 
years  in  Derry  as  regards  drinking? — I could 
not  say  within  the  last  few  years  ; I could  only 
say  since  I went  to  Derry.  I have  been  a little 
more  than  three  years  in  Derry. 

4607.  The  convictions  for  Sunday  drinking 
during  eight  years  previous  to  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  were  842,  that  is  105  each  year,  and  in  the 
eight  years  since  the  Act  was  passed  the  total 
number  of  convictions  have  been  381,  or  a total 
average  of  48  : that  is  a diminution  of  more  than 
50  per  cent.  ?- -I  made  a calculation  myself ; it 
is  even  more  than  that ; but  I may  not  be  quite 
right.  The  total  of  the  seven  years  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  I think,  was  686.  The  Act 
came  into  operation  in  1878,  so  that  I did  not 
not.  count  1878. 

4608.  The  number  of  convictions  for  Sunday 
drunkenness  is  about  half  since  the  passing  of 
the  Act? — Much  less  than  hall. 

4609.  Has  your  attention  been  drawn  to  the 
proceedings  at  a large  meeting  on  this  question 
which  was  held  in  the  Ulster  Hall,  at  Belfast, 
on  Thursday  last? — 1 saw  an  account  of  that 
meeting  in  the  papers. 

4610.  Resolutions  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing 
for  Belfast  were  passed  by  a large  majority ; in 
fact,  unanimously  ? — All  I know  about  that 
meeting  is  what  I read  in  the  papers. 

4611.  Do  you  think  the  people  of  Londonderry 
are  almost  unanimous  in  favour  of  keeping  the 
Act  as  it  is  ? — So  far  as  I can  ascertain. 

4612.  And  of  increasing  the  distance  for  the 
bond  fide  travellers?— Yes,  and  also  of  earlier 
closing  on  Saturdays. 

Mr.  Ayr/- Gardner. 

4613.  You  said  it  was  the  custom  in  Ireland 
not  to  drink  at  dinner? — Yes. 

4614.  Therefore  a great  many  people  who  take 
alcoholic  liquor,  drink  it  either  before  or  after 
dinner ; l am  referring  to  moderate  drinkers  ? — 
They  drink  it  after  their  work  is  over. 

4615.  If  you  closed  on  Sunday  you  would  not 
allow  these  moderate  drinkers  any  opportunity  of 
getting  any  drink  at  all  ? — They  could  get  it  in 
the  day  before  if  necessary. 

4616.  Would  not  that  conduce  to  drinking  at 
home  ?—  I think  a moderate  drinker  could  get  in 
on  Sunday  night  what  he  wanted  to  drink  on  the 
Sunday,  and  could  restrain  himself  from  drinking 
it  till  the  time  arrived  at  which  he  would  want 
to  take  it  on  the  Sunday. 

4617.  Is  it  not  an  interference  with  the  ordinary 
liberty  of  the  subject  to  compel  a man  to  alter 


Mr.  Agg-  Gardner — continued, 
his  hours  for  drinking?— I think  it  a very  good 
thing  to  alter  the  hours  at  which  people  drink  if 
they  have  not  power  to  restrain  themselves. 

4618.  I am  talking  of  moderate  drinkers;  you 
think  it  would  be  no  interference  with  their 
liberty  to  compel  them  to  alter  their  habits  and 
hours  ? — I do  not  think  moderate  drinkers  drink 
regularly  every  day,  and  I think  they  can  do 
better  without  drink  on  Sunday  than  on  any 
other  day.  I do  not  think  the  working  classes 
can  afford  to  drink  every  day. 

4619.  But  there  must  be  many  who  do? — I 
think  they  must  be  a small  proportion  ; I do  not 
see  how  a man  with  2 s.  a day  can  afford  to  drink 
every  day  if  he  has  a wife  and  family  to  support. 

4620.  As  regards  the  bond  fide  traveller  dis- 
tance, you  would  fix  it  at  seven  miles?— Yes. 

4621.  Irish  miles  ?— English  miles. 

4622.  You  think  that  a less  distance  would  be 
ineffective? — I do.  In  the  county  of  Wexford, 
where  I was  stationed  before  I came  to  London- 
derry, there  was  a small  village  four  miles  from 
the  town  to  which  a number  of  people  went  on 
Sundays  ; nearly  all  the  bad  characters  and 
habitual  drunkards  went  down  there  to  drink  on 
Sundays. 

4623.  You  said  you  were  not  aware  of  any 
bogus  clubs  having  been  started  ? — I am  not 
aware  of  any. 

4624.  You  said  you  thought  people  would  not 
take  the  trouble  to  get  drink,  but  would  not  they 
take  the  trouble  to  start  a bogus  club,  or  to  get 
drink  and  take  it  home  ?— I do  not  think  they 
would  run  the  risk  of  starting  a bogus  club. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

4625.  I see  by  your  return  of  arrests  for 
drunkenness  from  eight  a.m.  on  Sunday  to  eight 
a.m.  on  Monday,  there  is  a very  considerable  im- 
provement after  the  Act  was  passed  ?— Yes. 

4626.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  improve- 
ment ; do  you  attribute  it  to  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  or " to  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  people  ; in  1871  there  were  _135  arrests  for 
drunkenness  on  Sunday ; in  1872  there  were 
124;  in  1873,  133;  in  1874,  88;  in  1875,  87  ; 
in  1876,99;  in  1877,  100;  then  in  1878  there 
were  76;  in  1879,  45  ; in  1880,  38  ; in  1881,32; 
in  1882,  41  : in  1883,  48  ; in  1884,  46  ; in  1885, 
55  ; in  1886,  38  ; and  in  1887,  38  ; taking  your 
figures  from  1871  to  1878,  and  then  taking  youi 
figures  from  1879  to  1887,  how  do  you  account 
for  the  smaller  number  of  arrests  for  drunken- 
ness on  Sunday  in  the  latter  period  ?— Possibly 
to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  but  also  to  the  im- 
provement in  the  social  condition  of  the  people. 

4627.  You  have  been  asked  whether  the 
people  consider  it  a hardship  to  have  the  public- 
houses  closed  on  Sundays  ; you  have  had  no  com- 
plaints upon  that  subject? — bio,  I have  never 
heard  any  complaints. 

4628.  There  have  been  no  meetings  of  any 
kind  to  protest  against  their  being  closed? 
None  that  I have  heard  of. 

4629.  Ycu  consider  that,  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sunday  in  Londonderry,  has  been  a 
direct  benefit  to  the  people  ? — Certainly. 

4630.  As  regards  illicit  drinking,  the  closing 
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of  public-houses  on  Sunday,  has  not  tended  to 
the  formation  of  bogus  clubs  or  to  any  increase 
of  shebeening  ? — It  has  not. 

Mr.  Tomlinson . 

4631.  You  spoke  of  efforts  which  you  had 
recently  made  to  get  convictions  against  pub- 
licans for  illicit  drinking? — Yes. 

4632.  What  has  been  the  result  of  those 
efforts ; what  sort  of  penalties  have  been  im- 
posed ? — Latterly  the  magistrates  have  punished 
them  more  severely  than  heretofore  ; they  have 
endorsed  the  licences  more  than  they  did  be- 
fore. 

4633.  Those  are  chiefly  small  publicans? — 
Yes ; it  is  only  a certain  class  of  publicans  who 
sell  drink  on  Sundays. 

4634.  Are  the  public-houses  of  which  they 
are  the  landlords  a valuable  property  ? — No ; 
I have  known  the  interest  in  one  sold  lately  for 
10/. 

4635.  Including  the  license? — The  interest 
in  the  license  sold  for  10  /. 

4636.  Then  the  endorsement  of  the  license  is 
no  great  penalty  in  that  case  ? — No. 

4637.  Have  any  of  those  small  public-houses 
been  extinguished  ? — No  ; it  is  almost  impossible 
to  extinguished  these  small  public-houses. 

4638.  Are  there  any  public-houses  at  Culmore? 
— There  are  I think. 

4639.  Of  what  character  are  they? — They 
are  not  exceptionally  bad  ; there  is  nothing  par- 
ticular about  them,  I think. 

4640.  Culmore  is  a favourite  walk  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Londonderry,  is  it  not? — No; 
unless  for  those  who  want  a drink. 

Mr.  Roiontree. 

4641.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  whether 
the  population  of  Londonderry  is  increasing  or 
decreasing  ? — It  is  increasing. 

4642.  Then  any  percentage  which  your  figures 
show  to  the  good  really  represents  a still  greater 
improvement  ? — Yes. 

4643.  Can  you  say  whether  there  has  been 
any  considerable  variation  in  the  number  of 
licensed  houses  during  this  period  ? — There  has 
been  none  during  the  iater  years. 

4644.  You  spoke  of  the  majority  of  the  con- 
victions against  licensed  publicans  for  permitting 
drunkenness  having  taken  place  with  regard  to 
Sunday  drinking;  can  you  tell  the  Committee 
whether  you  consider  that  the  law,  as  it  stands, 
is  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  deal  with  these  cases 
thoroughly  ? — It  is  sometimes  very  difficult  to 
procure  a conviction,  because,  of  course,  the  law 
allows  a puhlican  to  give  evidence  on  his  own 
behalf,  and  at  the  most  there  can  be  but  two  wit- 
nesses for  the  prosecution,  who  would  be  the  two 
policemen  who  were  on  duty,  and  there  might  be 
half-a-dozen  witnesses  brought  up  on  behalf  of 
the  publican. 

4645.  Do  you  suggest  any  alteration  in  the 
law  to  enable  you  to  deal  more  effectively  with 
drinking  on  Sundays?  — The  only  alteration 
would  be  one  which  I fear  is  impracticable,  and 
that  is,  doing  away  altogether  with  these  low 
public-houses. 

4646.  Where  were  you  when  the  Act  came 
0.67. 


Mr.  Rowntree — continued, 
into  force;  that  was  in  1878  ? — I think  I was  in 
the  County  Wexford,  at  Taghmon,  I think. 

4647.  What  was  the  result  of  your  observation 
there  as  to  the  working  of  the  Act  ? — Taghmon 
is  a little  village.  I do  not  remember  having 
noticed  anything  there. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4648.  Was  not  Wexford  practically  under 
diocesan  regulation  before  the  Act  ? — Y es,  the 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Ferns  had  a sort  of  rule  among 
his  flock,  that  there  should  be  no  such  thing  as 
Sunday  drinking. 

Mr.  Roiontree. 

4649.  That  being  so,  there  being,  practically, 
Sunday  closing  there,  let  me  ask  you  this  : had 
you  any  special  difficulty  with  regard  to  Sunday 
drinking  in  the  country  as  a consequence  of 
that  ? — No,  there  is  a class  of  publicans  who  do 
not  much  mind  diocesan  rules,  or  -any  others ; 
they  would  sell  on  Sundays,  no  matter  whether 
there  u'as  a1  diocesan  rule  or  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, if  they  got  the  chance. 

4650.  Have  you  any  evidence  that  there  was 
any  greater  home  drinking  in  that  district  than 
in  any  other  with  which  you  were  acquainted  in 
consequence  of  that  diocesan  rule? — iNo;  Ido 
not  believe  there  is  any  home-drinking  at  all 
worth  speaking  of. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4651.  I am  anxious  to  get  these  arrests  tho- 
roughly cleared  up ; will  you  take  that  Return 
in  your  hand  ( Return  already  handed  in  by  Wit- 
ness) ; what  does  that  Return  purport  to  be  in 
the  first  place  ? — It  is  a Return  showing  the 
number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  at  specified 
periods  since  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  took 
charge  of  the  city  ; that  was  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber 1870. 

4652.  Now  check  my  figures:  take  the  year 
1871,  were  the  the  arrests  for  Sunday  drunkenness 
135  ?— Yes. 

4653.  In  1872  were  they  124? — Yes. 

4654.  In  1873  were  they  133?— Yes. 

4655.  In  1874  were  they  88? — Yes. 

4656.  In  1875  were  they  87?— Yes. 

4657.  In  1876  were  they  99  ? — Yes. 

4658.  In  1877  were  they  100? — Yes. 

4659.  And  in  1878  were  they  76  ? — Yes. 

4660.  That  is  the  period  of  Sunday  opening  of 
public-houses  ? — Yes. 

4661.  My  total  comes  to  842  arrests  for  those 
eight  years ; now  come  to  1879,  which  was  the 
first  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act ; the  number  in  that  year  was  45  ; in  1880  it 
was  38  ; and  in  1881  it  was  32  ? — Yes. 

4662.  In  1882  the  number  was  41  ? — Yes. 

4663.  In  1883  it  was  48?— Yes. 

4664.  In  1884  it  was  46  ? — Yes. 

4665.  In  1885  it  was  55  ? — Yes. 

4666.  In  1886  it  was  38  ; that  is  eight  years 
under  the  Sunday  Closing  Act? — Yes. 

4667.  That  makes  a total  of  343,  the  previous 
total  being  842  ; that  is  a reduction  on  the  eight 
years  of  how  many  ? — Four  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine. 

4668.  That  makes  it  perfectly  clear  that,  what- 
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ever  may  be  the  opinion  in  the  abstract  on  Sunday 
closing,  a diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests 
commenced  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  and 
comparing  the  two  periods  of  eight  years  on  each 
side  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act,  a reduction  of  500  arrests  is  shown 
in  favour  of  the  Sunday  closing  period? — Yes. 

4669.  Now  let  us  come  to  week-days;  you 
admit  that  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the 
number  of  week-day  arrests  as  well,  but  not  to 
the  same  extent? — Yes. 

4670.  I will  ask  you  this  question:  assuming  a 
drinker  to  have  the  opportunity  of  going  into 
public-houses  on  Sunday,  is  not  he  very  much 
more  likely  to  be  absent  from  his  work  on  Mon- 
day ? — Certainly. 

4671.  So  that  the  Monday  an-ests  might  chance 
to  be  swelled  by  the  man  who  had  been  drinking 
on  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

4672.  And,  therefore,  it  is  not  a very  far- 
fetched conclusion  to  suppose  that  the  Sunday 
closing  of  public-houses  may  have  influenced  the 
week-day  arrests  as  well  ? — It  may  have,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  has.  I daresay  the  return  that  I 
gave  of  arrests  for  each  day  of  the  week  would 
show  that. 

4673.  A man  who  is  sober  on  Sunday  is  more 
likely  to  go  to  his  work  on  Monday,  and  keep 
sober  for  the  entire  week  ? — Certainly ; I believe 
that  people  who  drink  on  Sundays  do  not  go  to 
work  on  Mondays,  at  least  at  the  proper  hour ; 
they  may  go  in  the  afternoon. 

4674.  Are  you  quite  clear  that  the  improve- 
ment in  regard  to  Sunday  drunkenness  began  in 
the  year  1879  with  the  Act  to  any  large  extent? 
— To  a considerable  extent  I see  by  this  return. 

4675.  But  the  improvement  was  intensified 
after  1878? — Yes,  and  has  been  steady  since. 
The  figure  ran  down  to  87  in  one  year,  and  it  was 
100  in  the  year  before  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

4676.  Londonderry,  which  is  a city  of  32,000 
inhabitants,  has  been  10  years  under  this  Act  ? — 
Very  nearly. 

4677.  And  you  never  heard  of  a public  meeting 
of  anv  kind  whatever  to  protest  against  the  Act? 
—No. 

4678.  And  you  have  not  heard  any  complaints 
at  all  in  Londonderry  regarding  the  Act? — No. 

4679.  But,  on  the  contrary,  you  have  heard 
warm  approval  of  it? — Yes,  I have  heard  people 
express  the  opinion  that  it  lias  been  of  immense 
benefit. 

4680.  Yrou  have  been  cross-examined  about  the 
Bishop  of  Derry,  Dr.  Kelly ; the  honourable 
Member  for  Tipperary  asked  you  whether  Dr. 
Kelly  had  charge  of  the  morality  of  the  people  of 
his  diocese,  and  you  answered  in  the  affirmative; 
do  you  think  if  Dr.  Kelly  considered  that  this 
Act  was  inimical  to  the  interests  of  his  people  he 
would  be  neutral  ? —No,  I do  nof  think  so.  Dr. 
Kelly  explained  his  views  very  clearly  by  saying 
it  was  a matter  that  he  took  no  part  whatever  in. 

4681.  So  much  for  Sunday.  Then  with  regard 
to  Saturday.  You  do  not  believe  that  any  very 
great  inconvenience  would  arise  by  the  closing 
of  public-houses  in  Londonderry  by  nine  o’clock 
on  Saturday  night  t — I do  not.  I would  be  in 
favour  of  closing  them  at  eight  o’clock  myself. 

4682.  Is  there  a very  large  percentage  of 
public-houses  in  Londonderry  that  are  also 
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grocers’  shops? — I cannot  tell  the  proportion,  the 
more  respectable  ones  are  grocers’  shops  also  ; the 
low  ones  are  simply  public-houses. 

4683.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  a publican  has  to 
receive  a certificate  of  good  character  every  year 
from  the  magistrates  that  he  has  conducted  his 
business  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable  manner  ? — 
It  is. 

4684.  Do  thev  get  those  certificates? — They 

do.  , 

4685.  "With  regard  to  this  meeting  of  magis- 
trates at  which  the  resolution  was  passed  to 
which  you  referred,  do  you  think  the  magistrates 
in  the  rural  districts  represent  the  general  feeling 
of  the  magistrates  ? — Of  the  county  magistrates 
I believe  they  do ; it  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  magistrates  present. 

Chairman. 

4686.  Was  the  meeting  convened  by  notice  to 
consider  this  special  question  ? — No,  it  was  quite 
impromptu. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4687.  I think  Sir  Thomas  Leclcie  who  seconded 
the  resolution  was  Mayor  of  Derry  ? — Yes. 

4688.  What  other  parts  of  the  country  have 
you  been  in ; you  say  you  have  been  in  Water- 
ford and  Wexford? — I have  also  been  in  Long- 
ford, Donegal,  and  Sligo. 

4689.  Since  the  Act  came  into  operation  ? — 
No  ; since  the  Act  came  into  operation  I have 
been  only  in  Wexford  and  Derry  city. 

4690.  It  is  your  opinion  that  the  Act  has 
worked  well  where  you  have  seen  it  in  opera- 
tion?— Yes.  You  asked  me  as  regards  the 
magistrates’  certificate ; I think  it  only  fair  to 
state  that  the  magistrates  do  not  like  to  deprive 
a man  of  his  means  of  livlihood.  They  have 
expressed  that  opinion  when  considering  these 
questions  when  I have  opposed  the  renewals  of 
public-house  licenses. 

4691.  Do  you  mean  that  rather  than  deprive  a 
man  of  his  livelihood  they  have  signed  certificates 
which  they  do  not  believe  to  be  true  ? — I cannot 
express  an  opinion  as  to  what  the  magistrates’ 
motives  were,  but  I know  they  have  expressed  a 
reluctance  to  deprive  a man  of  his  means  of  liveli- 
hood by  not  giving  him  a certificate,  and  one 
warning  him  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  J ohn  O’  Connor. 

4692.  You  have  been  asked  some  questions  with 
regard  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  arrests 
for  Sunday  drunkenness  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act;  Avill  you  look  at  the  returns  showing  the 
number  for  arrests  for  each  week-day,  and  tell  us 
what  was  the  number  of  arrests  on  Saturday  in 
1874?  — I will. 

4693.  What  is  the  figure  in  the  corresponding 
column  for  1884  ? — Two  hundred  and  eighteen. 

4694.  What  diminution  is  that? — A diminution 
of  161. 

4695.  Look  at  1 875 ; what  is  the  number  there  ? 
— The  number  of  arrest  in  1875  is  286,  and  the 
number  of  convictions  428. 

4696.  Now  come  to  the  corresponding  column 
for  1885  ; what  is  the  number  ? — Two  hundred 
and  twenty  arrests  and  280  convictions. 

4697.  Now  take  1876? — Three  hundred  and 
thirty-six  arrests  and  393  convictions. 

4698.  Take 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

4698.  Take  1886  ? — Two  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  arrests  and  310  convictions. 

4699.  That  is  a hundred  less  on  Saturday  ; 
does  not  that  show  a great  diminution  in  arrests 
on  Saturday  as  well  as  on  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

4700.  Are  not  the  houses  open  on  Saturday  ? 
—Yes. 

4701.  Would  not  one  be  inclined  to  assume 
that  people  would  drink  rather  extensively  on 
Saturday  when  they  have  finished  their  week’s 
work  and  got  their  wages,  as  well  as  on  Sunday  ? 
— Yes,  1 suppose  so. 

4702.  Yet  they  do  not  seem  to  do  so? — There 
is  no  more  drinking  on  Saturdays  than  on  other 
week-days. 

4703.  There  is  a palpable  peculiar  decrease  in 
the  number  of  Saturday  arrests? — Yes. 

4704.  The  people  are  paid  their  wages  on 
Saturday  ? — Yes. 

4705.  Would  not  you  consider  from  these 
figures  that  this  general  tendency  to  sobriety  is 
due  to  other  causes  than  the  operation  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act? — No  doubt  other  causes 
have  operated  also. 

4706.  It  is  due  partly  to  a general  improve- 
ment in  the  habits  of  the  people?— Yes. 

4707  You  do  not  think  that  drink  is  sweeter 
on  Sunday  than  on  Saturday? — No;  but  when 
people  are  idle  they  are  more  liable  to  go  to  a 
public-house  and  drink. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued. 

4708.  They  are  idle  for  half  a day  on  Saturday  ? 
— Yes,  a great  many  are. 

4709.  Considering  that  there  is  a diminution 
in  Saturday  drinking  as  well  as  on  Sunday,  what 
reason  have  you  to  believe  that  the  people  would 
become  anxious  for  drink  on  Sunday  when  they 
show  no  particular  disposition  for  drink  on 
Saturday  ? — I am  afraid  when  people  had  nothing 
to  do  on  Sundays  they  would  go  to  the  public- 
house  and  drink. 

4710.  They  have  nothing  to  do  on  Saturday, 
or  at  all  events  not  on  half  of  the  day,  and  yet 
there  appears  to  be  a great  decrease  in  drunken- 
ness on  Saturday  ? — All  the  places  do  not  close 
at  two  o’clock  on  Saturday. 

4711.  On  Saturday  they  are  obliged  to  move 
about  for  their  marketing  ? — Yes. 

4712.  And  even  though  they  are  abroad  mar- 
keting there  is  still  a diminution  of  arrests  for 
drunkenness  on  Saturday? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

4713-  We  have  been  dealing  with  arrests  and 
convictions  from  1871  downwards  ; may  we  take 
the  arrests  and  convictions  as  bearing  a fairly 
even  proportion  to  the  amount  of  drunkenness 
throughout  the  entire  period? — I think  so,  lor 
the  police  force  has  been  just  the  same  for  some 
years. 


Sir  William  Miller,  called  in  ; 


Chairman. 

4714.  You  are  Mayor  of  Londonderry? — 
Yes. 

4715.  How  long  have  you  been  resident  in 
that  city  ? — All  my  life. 

4716. ”  Do  you  recollect  when  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  came  into  operation  in  1878?— I 
do. 

4717.  From  your  observations  of  Londonderry 
before  and  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  would 
you  say  that  the  operation  of  that  Act  has  been 
beneficial  or  otherwise? — I may  mention  that  I 
was  Mayor  of  Londonderry  in  1875,  1876,  and 
1877,  and  my  opinion  is  that  at  present  there  is 
much  less  drinking  than  there  was  formerly. 

4718.  Do  you  mean  less  drinking  generally,  or 
less  drinking  on  Sundays? — I think  there  is  less 
drinking  generally,  and  also  on  Sundays. 

4719.  Is  the  decrease  on  Sundays  more  marked 
in  your  opinion  than  the  decrease  on  other  days? 
— 1 should  say  it  was. 

4720.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  passing  of 
the  Act  ?— I do  to  a great  extent. 

4721.  Can  you  tell  us  how  the  passing  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  in  1878  was  received  by  the 
general  body  of  the  population  in  Londonderry, 
more  especially  the  classes  who  might  be  supposed 
to  frequent  public-houses?— I have  never  heard 
the  least  objection  made  to  it. 

4722.  I see  it  was  apprehended  in  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Act  passed  that  in  large  cities  like 
Londonderry  there  might  be  riots  among  the 
workpeople  if  such  an  Act  were  put  into  opera- 
ration  ; did  any  riots  take  place  in  Londonderry 
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and  Examined. 

Chairman — continued. 

after  the  Act  passed?— Not  so  far  as  I am 
aware. 

4723.  Were  there  any  meetings,  or  was  there 
any  protests  of  any  kind  against  the  Act?  1 
never  heard  of  any. 

4724.  From  that  period,  1878,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  have  there,  to  your  knowledge,  been 
any  expressions  in  any  tangible  form  of  dissatis- 
faction with  the  Act  ? - I am  not  aware  of  any. 

4725.  You  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the 
opinion  of  various  classes  of  the  city,  I suppose, 
upon  this  subject? — Yes,  I think  I am. 

4726.  Have  you  taken  any  special  pains  to 
inquire  into  their  opinions  with  regard  to  it?— -I 
have  been  in  conversation  with  the  clergy  of  dif- 
ferent denominations,  and  their  opinion  is  alto- 
gether favourable  to  the  continuance  of  the  Act. 

4727.  Have  you  heard  any  suggestions  as  to 
closing  on  Saturday  ?— My  own  opinion,  and  also 
the  opinion  of  people  with  whom  I have  been  m 
conversation  is,  that  an  earlier  closing  on  Satur- 
day would  be  desirable. 

4728.  is  that  opinion  very  largely  shared  by 
the  people  of  Londonderry,  do  you  think  ?— I 
think  it  is. 

4729.  From  your  observation  of  the  habits  ot 
the  people  of  Derry  can  you  tell  us  whether  there 
has  been  more  extensive  home  drinking  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1878  than  before?— Cer- 
tainly not. 

4730.  You  are  a medical  man  ? — I am. 

4731.  I suppose  you  have  means  of  forming 
an  opinion  upon  that  subject. — Yes. 

B B 4732.  It 
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C/i  airmail — eon  tin  ued. 

4732.  It  is  not  in  your  opinion  more  extensive 
ft  an  before  1878  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

4733.  As  far  as  your  knowledge  goes  you  do 
not  think  there  is  much  home  drinking  now?— 
There  is  very  little  home  drinking. 

4734.  Are  you  aware  of  the  existence  of  any 
drinking  clubs  or  bogus  clubs? — No;  I know  of 
none. 

4735.  With  reference  to  the  bona  fide  traveller 
question,  did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  last 
witness  ? — Yes. 

4736.  Do  you  consider  from  your  knowledge 
of  Derry  that  the  evil  to  which  he  called  atten- 
tion does  exist;  do  many  persons  go  to  cer- 
tain neighbouring  places  that  he  mentioned,  not 
as  bond  fide  travellers,  but  for  the  purpose  pri- 
marily of  getting  drink? — I cannot  speak  to 
that  of  my  own  knowledge. 

4737.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  this 
question  of  bond  fide  travellers  ? — Yes. 

4738.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  upon 
it? — I am  certainly  of  opinion  that  the  radius 
should  be  enlarged. 

4739.  What  would  you  suggest? — I certainly 
think  that  the  radius  ought  to  be  enlarged  to 
from  five  to  seven  miles. 

4740.  Of  recent  times,  with  a view  to  this 
inquiry,  have  there  been  any  public  meetings 
held  on  either  side  of  the  question  in  Derry  ? — 
None  that  I am  aware  of. 

4741.  Has  the  corporation  taken  any  steps  in 
the  matter? — None. 

4742.  Are  you  aware  what  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  corporation  is  ? — 1 believe  the 
majority  are  favourable  to  the  continuance  of  the 
Act ; 1 never  heard  any  of  them  express  any 
opinion  against  it. 

4743.  Are  you  aware  of  the  existence,  among 
any  class  of  the  community,  of  any  substantial 
public  opinion  against  the  continuance  of  this 
Act  in  Derry  ?— I am  not. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

4744.  With  regal'd  to  the  bond  fide  traveller 
clauses  of  the  Act,  why  do  you  suggest  that  the 
limit  of  distance  should  be  increased  to  five  or 
seven  miles? — 1 have  no  doubt  that  people  who 
are  fond  of  drink  will  take  a walk  of  three  miles 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  get  it. 

4745.  Ycu  have  been  in  Derry  all  your  life  ? 
— Yes. 

4746.  You  know  the  places  referred  to  by 
Inspector  Foley  three  or  four  miles  from  Derry? 
— Yes. 

4747.  Are  they  places  resorted  to  by  people 
wbo  walk  out  for  recreation  on  Sundays  ? — 
There  are  some  of  them  ; Buncrana  is  beyond  a 
walking  distance. 

4748.  I am  not  speaking  of  that  place  at  all ; I 
am  speaking  of  Culmore,  Eglinton,  New  Build- 
ings, and  those  places  that  are  three  or  four  or  five 
miles  away  ? — I know  those  places. 

4749.  Do  you  not  think,  as  a medical  man, 
that  people  who  walk  out  four  or  five  miles 
want  some  refreshment  ?— Yes,  I would  quite 
admit  that,  but  it  depends  on  what  refreshment 
they  take. 

4750.  Those  are  people  in  fairly  good  health? 
— I presume  they  are. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

4751.  People  who  are  in  fairly  good  health 
generally  prescribe  for  themselves? — They  do. 

4752.  Would  you  consider  it  unreasonable  that 
these  men  should  desire  to  have  some  refresh- 
ment after  a journey  of  that  kind? — I would 
not. 

4753.  Why  would  you  restrict  them  ? — I 
would  not  restrict  them  if  they  did  not  give  way 
to  intemperance. 

4754.  Do  you  know  that  they  do  give  way  to 
intemperance  ? — I cannot  say  that  I do  per- 
sonally. 

4755.  Have  you  been  yourself  to  these  places; 
I have  mentioned,  Culmore  for  instance  ? — Fre- 
quently. 

4756.  On  Sundays? — Yes. 

4757.  Have  you  seen  any  excessive  drinking 
going  on  yourself? — No,  1 cannot  say  that  I 
have. 

4758.  Do  any  cases  come  before  you  as  a 
magistrate ; have  you  had  any  evidence  before 
you  to  show  that  people  abuse  the  privilege  they 
have  of  getting  refreshment  out  there? — We 
have  two  petty  sessions  days,  Mondays  and 
Thursdays,  and  I have  usually  found  that  there 
are  more  cases  of  drunkenness  on  Mondays  than 
on  Thursdays. 

Chairman. 

4759.  What  district  are  you  speaking  of? — 
The  city.  Of  course  anyone  from  a rural  district 
which  was  inside  the  city  boundary  would  be 
brought  before  us  at  the  city  petty  sessions. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

4760.  You  know,  from  your  long  residence  in 
the  city,  the  class  of  people  who  walk  out  on 
Sunday  to  the  places  I have  mentioned  for  recrea- 
tion ? — Yes. 

4761.  They  are,  I suppose,  workmen  who  are 
confined  during  the  week  at  their  benches? — 
Yes. 

4762.  And  drapers’  assistants  and  such  like  ? — 
Yes. 

4763.  They  are  confined  during  the  week,  are 
they  not  ? — Yes. 

4764.  Do  you  think  if  those  men  knew 
that  at  a distance  of  three  or  four  miles  they 
could  not  get  refreshments  that  they  would 
indulge  in  that  healthy  walk  at  all  ? — A great 
number  of  them  drive  with  their  families,  and  do 
not  go  for  a walk  at  all. 

4765.  But  working  men  cannot  afford  to 
drive? — Some  of  them. 

4766.  Do  not  you  think  a walk  of  that  kind 
once  a week  to  those  men  is  a very  necessary 
recreation  ? — I would  certainly  say  fresh  air  on 
Sunday  is  very  necessary  for  them. 

4767.  Do  not  you  think  they  would  be  de- 
barred from  enjoying  these  walks  if  they  were  re- 
stricted in  the  manner  you  advise? — I do  not  think 
they  would  for  this  reason,  that  a great  many  of 
them  have  friends  in  those  places.  They  would 
go  to  spend  their  Sunday  with  them  even  if  there 
were  no  refreshments  to  be  had. 

4768.  A great  number  of  them  ? — A consider- 
able number  of  them. 

4769.  Looking  to  the  class  of  persons  who  go 
out  to  these  places  on  Sunday ; that  is  to  say, 
respectable  working  men,  or  shopmen,  or  small 

tradesmen. 
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Mr.  John  O’ Connor — continued, 
tradesmen,  why  would  you  recommend  the  closing 
of  public-houses  within  a radius  of  three  or  four 
miles  ?— I do  not  think  that  those  parties  are  the 
individuals  who  frequent  the  public-houses.  1 
think  it  is  the  habitual  drunkards  who  take 
advantage  to  a great  extent  of  the  opportunity 
of  getting  drink.  I do  not  think  that  decent, 
respectable  people,  as  a general  rule,  take  advan- 
tage of  it. 

4770.  Do  you  think  an  habitual  drunkard  is  a 
man  who  is  likely  to  undertake  a walk  of  three 
or  four  miles  for  the  sake  of  getting  drink  ?^- 
Yes. 

4771.  Is  not  he  a sot  who  sticks  as  near 
as  possible  to  his  own  dwelling  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  drink  ? — But  if  he  cannot  get  it 
without  taking  a walk,  I think  his  fondness  for 
it  is  so  great  that  he  will  undertake  the  fatigue 
of  a walk  for  the  purpose  of  getting  it. 

4772.  You  have  in  your  mind's  eye,  then,  the 
reform  of  the  habitual  druukard? — To  a certain 
extent. 

4773.  And  you  have  no  cure  at  all  for  those 
who  make  a proper  use  of  places  of  refreshment? 
— Yes,  I have. 

4774.  But  the  number  of  habitual  drunkards 
is  small  as  compared  with  the  population,  is  it 
not? — Yes;  I should  say  it  was. 

4775.  And  you  are  quite  content  to  punish 
the  bulk  of  the  people  in  order  to  deprive  the 
habilual  drunkard  of  the  means  of  gratifying 
his  appetite? — But  I have  never  heard  that  it 
doe's  punish  them. 

4776.  It  has  been  admitted  over  and  over 
again  that  this  closing  of  public-houses  is  an  in- 
convenience to  people  ? — I do  not  think  that 
they  complain  of  it  in  Derry  ; at  least  I am  not 
aware  that  they  do. 

4777.  You  say  that  you  have  consulted  the 
clergv  of  every  denomination? — I do  not  say 
that  I have  specially  consulted  them,  but  I 
have  frequently  been  in  conversation  with  them 
on  the  subject. 

4778.  And  they  approve  of  the  Sunday  Clos- 
ing Act  ? — I believe  they  do. 

4779.  You  admit  that  there  is  iess  drinking 
generally  than  there  used  to  be  ? — I think  so. 

4780.  Both  on  Sunday  and  on  Monday  ?— 
Yes,  I should  say  so. 

4781.  Do  you  think  the  habits  of  the  people 
are  becoming  improved  ? — I think  they  are  better 
than  they  were. 

4782.  As  they  are  becoming  better  educated? 
—I  should  say  the  clergy  of  all  denominations 
are  exerting  themselves  in  and  about  Derry  in 
the  temperance  cause. 

4783.  And  as  the  result  of  that  and  of  educa- 
tion I suppose  there  is  a general  improvement  in 
the  habits  of  the  people  ? — I think  so.. 

4784.  They  take  drink  in  moderation  as  they 
become  educated  and  more  civilised?— And  I 
think  a great  number  give  it  up  altogether. 

4785.  Consequently  the  danger  arising  from 
public-houses  become  less  ? — Probably  it  does. 

4786.  A magistrate  of  Dublin,  Mr.  O’Donnell, 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  an  opinion  which  is  shared 
by  many  others,  that  an  improvement  in  the  dwel- 
lings of  working-men  would  have  a considerable 
effect  in  producing  sobriety ; what  is  your  opi- 
nion on  that  subject  ?— I have  no  doubt  it  would 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
have  that  effect ; but  my  experience  as  a medical 
man  is  this,  that  the  dwellings  of  drunkards  are 
most  miserable  habitations,  and  I attribute  the 
miserable  state  of  those  dwellings  to  drink.  You 
can  almost,  recognise  from  the  state  of  a house, 
whether  there  is  sobriety  in  it  or  not. 

4787.  If  there  is  bad  ventilated  or  bad  sanita- 
tion in  a house,  it  does  not  invite  a man  to  live 
very  long  hours  in  it?— No,  it  does  not. 

4788.  As  a medical  man  do  you  go  about 
much  among  the- humbler  classes  of  the  people? 
—Yes. 

4789.  Is  your  clientele  more  among  the  hum- 
bler classes  of  the  people  than  among  the  others  ? 

— It.  is  among  all  classes. 

4790.  Then  if  there  were  habitual  drunkenness 
to  any  extent,  you  could  see  it  and  the  effects  of 
it  amongst  the  people? — I think  I would. 

4791.  Has  the  Corporation  offered  any  opinion 
on  this  matter  ? — No,  none. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

4792.  You  said  you  had  consulted  the  clergy 
of  different  denominations? — I have  not  specially 
consulted  them,  but  1 have  been  in  conversation 
with  them  upon  the  subject. 

4793.  Have  you  consulted  the  Catholic  clergy  ? 
— I have  been  in  conversation  with  them  fre- 
quently upon  the  subject. 

4794.  What  did  they  state  to  you  as  then- 
opinion  ? — There  are  two  of  the  Catholic  bishops’ 
curates  who  are  connected  with  a large  tempe- 
rance society,  and.  who  are  strong  advocates  for 
temperance, 

4795.  You  consulted  the  temperance  advocates 
amongst  the  Catholic  clergy  ; you  did  not,  I pre- 
sume, consult  the  others? — I am  not  aware  that 
there  are  any  others. 

4796.  There  are  some  of  the  Catholic  clergy 
who  are  not  active  members  of  temperance  socie 
ties  or  temperance  advocates,  are  there  not? 

I never  heard  any  of  them  express  an  opinion 
unfavourable  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

4797.  Of  course  they  are  all  equally  anxious 
for  the  improvement  of  the  morals  of  the  people? 
— They  are  certainly. 

4798.  But  you  know  that  amongst  the  Catholic 
clergy,  as  well  as  among  the  clergy  of.othcr  de- 
nominations, some  take  a more  active  interest  in 
the  temperance  movement  than  others?— They  do. 

4799.  And  those  who  take  an  interest  in  any 
movement  or  work  up  any  hobby,  if  you  may 
so  call  it,  are  more  outspoken  in  their  opinion 
than  the  others ? — Yes;  I think  they  are. 

4800.  And,  of  course,  their  opinion  would  be 
in  favour  of  the  principle  they  had  laid  down  as 
that  which  should  be  acted  upon  ? — I should  say 

so.  ••Cl, 

4801.  And  to  arrive  at  the  opinion  ot  the 
clergy  generally  it  would  be  necessary  to_  find 
out  what  the  other  clergy  think  of  it?  — 1 os,  I 
should  say  it  would. 

4802.  But  you  have  not  had  that  opportunity ; 
you  only  consulted  the  clergy  who  were  temper- 
ance advocates? — No,  that  is  not  so.  I never 
specially  consulted  any  of  the  clergy  ; but  I have 
been  in  conversation  with  them  on  the  subject. 

4803.  But  it  is  the  fact,  is  it  not,  that  the  two 
Catholic  clergy  you  did  consult  wore  temperance 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
advocates  ? — It  is  not  only  with  them  that  I have 
had  conversations. 

Chairman. 

4804.  Have  you  had  conversations  with  others  ? 
— I have  no  doubt  I have. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

4805.  But  you  are  not  quite  certain  ? — I could 
not  undertake  to  say  that  I have  had  any  con- 
versation with  others  of  the  Catholic  clergy. 

4806.  Then  you  only  remember  that  you  had 
a conversation  with  the  two  Catholic  clergy  who 
were  well  known  temperance  advocates? — The 
Catholic  bishop  has  four  curates.  I have  no 
earthly  doubt  that  I have  had  conversations  with 
all  of  them. 

4807.  The  Corporation  of  Derry  has  expressed 
no  opinion  on  this  subject,  either  for  or  against? 
— No,  not  collectively. 

4808.  I mean  in  their  official  capacity? — No. 

4809.  But  are  you  aware  that  the  corporation 
of  other  cities  in  Ireland  have  expressed  an 
opinion  upon  the  question  ? — I have  heard  so. 

4810.  The  Corporation  of  Dublin,  the  Cor- 
poration of  Waterford,  the  Corporation  of  Cork, 
the  Corporation  of  Limerick,  the  Corporation  of 
Drogheda,  and  the  Corporation  of  Sligo  have  also 
by  large  majorities  passed  resolutions  against 
Sunday  closing  ? — I have  seen  in  the  public  prints 
that  some  of  them  have,  but,  further  than  that, 
I have  no  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

4811.  No  opinion  was  expressed  officially  by 
the  Corporation  of  Derry;  the  Catholic  bishop 
of  Derry  said  he  was  neutral ; am  I to  infer  that 
the  Corporation  of  Derry  are  also  neutral  on  the 
subject  ? — I will  not  undertake  to  say  that  they 
are  neutral.  I can  only  state  this,  that  in  con- 
versation with  different  members  of  the  council, 
they  have  expressed  their  opinion  as  favourable 
to  the  continuance  of  the  Act. 

4812.  You  are  aware,  I daresay  that  the 
habits  of  the  people  are  different  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  ? — I am. 

4813.  And  you  should  not  gauge  the  require- 
ments of  one  portion  of  the  population  of  Ireland 
by  the  opinions  of  another  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion ? — I would  not  think  so. 

4814.  I infer  that  in  Belfast  and  Derry  the 
Sabbatarian  feeling  i3  very  strong  ? — I think  you 
may  say  so  certainly. 

4815.  Consequently  the  majority  would  be  for 
Sunday  closing? — I suspect  it  would. 

4816.  But  should  what  the  majority  in  Belfast 
and  Derry  think  be  taken  as  a guide  to  what 
the  opinions  of  the  people  in  other  parts  of 
Ireland  are? — I judge  every  case  on  its  own 
merits. 

4817.  According  to  the  information  given  us 
by  the  public  press,  there  is  only  one  city  that 
has  pronounced  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing ; the 
others  are  either  neutral  or  have  passed  resolu- 
tions against  it  ? — 1 have  seen  accounts  of  some 
resolutions  passed  by  some  corporations. 

4818.  You  say  there  is  not  much  home  drink- 
ing?— No. 

4819.  What  means  have  you  had  of  arriving 
at  that  conclusion  ? — I have  been  close  upon  30 
years  in  Practice  in  Derry,  and  I think  I have 


Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald — continued, 
had  pretty  good  experience  of  the  inner  life  of 
people. 

4820.  Drinking  out  of  the  statutory  hours  is 
done  in  the  form  of  illicit  trade  iu  the  low  public- 
houses,  is  it  not? — I do  not  exactly  understand 
the  question. 

4821.  There  is  a good  deal  of  illicit  drinking, 
is  not  there,  in  Derry  ? — I do  not  think  there  is  a 
great  deal ; there  is  some. 

4822.  Instead  of  taking  home  the  liquor  they 
require  for  Sunday  or  Saturday  evening,  they 
endeavour  to  get  it  in  an  illicit  form  on  Sunday  ? 
— It  does  not  come  under  my  experience  that 
drink  is  taken  home  on  Saturday  night. 

4823.  You  would  consider  that  either  the 
home  drinking  or  illicit  drinking  in  the  poorer 
or  low-class  public-houses  a very  great  evil, 
would  not  you? — Yes. 

4824.  Is  not  it  the  fact  that  a great  number 
of  the  large  spirit  dealers  in  Derry  are  respect- 
able men  and  have  respectable  establishments? 
— It  is. 

4825.  Would  not  it,  in  your  opinion,  be  much 
better  and  tend  more  to  the  morality  of  the 
people  who  must  have  drink  for  them  to  get  it 
for  an  hour  or  two  at  those  respectable  houses 
than  to  go  into  the  lanes  and  alleys  and  petty 
public-houses? — My  opinion  is  that  those  large 
establishments,  even  if  there  was  no  Act,  would 
not  keep  open. 

Chairman. 

4826.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  they 
were  open  as  a rule  before  the  Act  came  into 
operation? — They  were  not. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donnld. 

4827.  Of  course,  the  wholesale  houses  in 
Derry,  of  which  there  are  several,  would  not 
open  on  Sunday? — No. 

4828.  The  greater  number  of  wholesale  spirit 
traders  of  Derry  have  also  retail  licenses, 
have  they  not? — Some  of  them  have  retail 
licenses. 

4828. *  I could  name  half  a dozen;  it  is  because 
they  are  wholesale  as  well  as  retail  that  they 
think  it  -would  be  derogatory  to  their  status  in 
the  trade  to  open  on  Sunday,  is  it  not  ? — No,  I 
think  their  profit  from  opening  on  Sunday  would 
be  so  small  that  it  would  not  be  worth  their 
while  to  deny  themselves  a holiday. 

4829.  It  is  simply  in  consequence  of  the  small 
profit  they  would  derive  from  it,  and  not  because 
they  have  an  opinion  about  its  immorality  ? — I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that. 

4830.  You  know  Buncrana  a great  deal  better 
than  I do? — I daresay  1 do. 

4831.  Then  there  are  other  places  of  public 
resort  round  Derry,  within  the  seven  miles 
radius  ; you  know  Culmore? — Yes. 

4832.  There  is  no  public  mode  of  conveyance 
between  Derry  and  Culmore,  is  there  ? — Yes, 
there  is  the  mail  car  that  passes  within  a quarter 
of  a mile  of  it. 

4833.  That  could  not  carry  very  many  excur- 
sionists ? — No. 

4834.  It  could  not  take  many  more  than  three 
and  the  driver? — There  is  the  railway. 

4835.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  public  must 

walk 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued, 
walk  there  as  a general  rule  ? — There  is  the  rail- 
way. the  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties. 

4836.  Is  not  that  the  other  side  of  the  bay? — 
It  is  only  five  minutes  across  by  the  ferry  ; there 
is  a station  at  Culmore. 

Mr.  Fry. 

4837.  We  understand  from  you  that  public 
opinion  in  Derry  is  largely  in  favour  of  the 
continuance  of  the  Act? — There  has  been  no 
meeting  either  for  or  against. 

4838.  But  is  it  your  belief  that  there  is  a 
pretty  general  opinion  in  favour  of  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Acts?— It  is  my  belief  that  there  is. 

4839.  And  do  you  think  that  public  Opinion 
would  support  an  earlier  closing  of  public-houses 
on  Saturday  ; also,  say  two  hours  earlier? — Yes. 

4840.  And  also  an  extension  of  the  bona  fide 
traveller  clause  to  six  or  seven  miles  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

4841.  You  said  that  you  had  30  years’  experi- 
ence of  Derry  ? — Yes,  as  a medical  man  ; I have 
lived  there  all  my  life. 

4842.  Do  you  consider  that  since  the  passing 
of  the  Act  of  1878  there  has  been  an  improve- 
ment in  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  the 
people? — I think  that  there  are  fewer  cases  up 
before  the  bench. 

4843.  And  do  you  think  that  there  is  less 
drunkenness  amongst  the  working  classes? — I 
think  probably  there  is. 

4844.  Have  you  had  your  notice  drawn  to  any 
bogus  clubs  or  sheebeening  in  Derry? — No. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

4845.  How  do  you  judge  of  the  diminution 
which  you  think  has  taken  place  in  drunkenness 
in  Derry  in  your  time  ? — I go  by  the  cases  that 
come  befoi-e  the  bench. 

4846.  You  have  mentioned  that  you  see  a (rood 
deal  of  the  homes  of  the  working  classes? — Yes. 

4847.  Do  you  see  any  indications  of  improve- 
ment in  those  homes? — Yes. 

4848.  With  regard  to  the  people  who,  you  say, 
walk  out  to  Culmore  and  places  of  that  kind  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  drink,  what  .are  your 
means  of  information  as  to  the  object  of  their 
going  out  there  ? — 1 cannot  say  I have  had  any 
special  information. 

4849.  Have  you  principally  in  your  mind 
people  who  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  drinking 
to  excess  ? — No. 

48&0.  Would  people  who  are  moderate  drinkers 
walk  that  distance  for  a drink  rather  than  be 
without  it? — There  are  a considerable  number 
both  of  mercantile  clerks  and  working  men  who 
have  friends  in  the  surrounding  country  district, 
and  they  frequently  go  out  on  Sunday  tc  spend 
their  Sunday  with  them. 

4851.  That  is  not  the  class  you  spoke  of  when 
you  were  alluding  to  those  who  you  say  take  a 
walk  for  three  miles  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
drink  ? — I cannot  say  that  1 have  special  means 
of  knowing  that  people  do  this,  but  my  impres- 
sion, as  far  as  the  bond  fide  traveller  question  is 
concerned,  is  that  there  are  individuals  who  have 
such  a love  for  drink  that  they  will  take  a walk 
of  that  distance  merely  for  the  sake  of  getting  it. 

4852.  But  you  have  nothing  beyond  impres- 
0.67. 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
sion  to  support  your  opinion  that  such  people  are 
numerous  ? — I do  not  say  that  they  are  nume- 
rous. 

4853.  Do  you  not  think  there  are  many  people 
who  would  think  it  a deprivation  to  be  deprived 
of  the  power  to  take  moderate  refreshment? — 
I do  not  think  there  are. 

4854.  What  would  those  people  who  take  a 
walk  to  places  like  Culmore,  and  who  take  a 
little  refreshment  at  the  end  of  the  walk,  drink 
as  a rule,  beer  or  whiskey  ? — I think  it  is  a 
matter  of  taste ; some  one  thing  and  some 
another. 

4855.  Is  there  much  beer  drunk  in  Derry  ? — 
Not  much  amongst  the  working  classes. 

4856.  What  do  they  usually  drink? — I sup- 
pose they  drink  whiskey. 

4857.  Is  the  whiskey  of  a wholesome  character? 
— Except  in  very  low  public-houses  ; I think, 
generally  speaking,  it  is. 

4858.  Though  the  number  of  persons  con- 
victed for  drunkenness  on  Sunday  has  greatly 
diminished,  there  is  still  a considerable  number? 
— There  is. 

4859.  Where  do  you  suppose  they  obtain 
their  drink  ? — I cannot  form  an  opinion. 

4860.  Have  you  taken  steps  to  inquire? — 
We  frequently  have  cases  before  us  with  regard 
to  public-houses  being  open  on  Sunday. 

4861.  How  do  you  deal  with  the  publican  in 
these  cases  ? — When  they  are  convicted  we 
punish  them. 

4862.  How  do  you  punish  them ; what  punish- 
ment do  you  subject  them  to? — It  depends  upon, 
the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  bench. 

4863.  What  sort  of  punishment  is  usually  in- 
flicted?— Generally  speaking,  for  the  first  offence- 
the  punishment  is  moderate  ; then  it  is  increased  -r 
but  the  bench  being  fluctuating,  the  punishment 
inflicted  one  week  may  not  be  the  same  as  that 
inflicted  anolher  week.  A man  may  be  brought 
up  again  before  a different  bench,  and  they  may 
either  inflict  a smaller  punishment  or  they  may 
increase  it,  or  they  may  inflict  the  same  punish- 
ment. 

4864.  Do  you  consider  this  is  a proper  offence 
to  be  punished  by  endorsement  of  the  license  ? — 
Yes  ; after  two  or  three  convictions. 

4865.  You  would  not  endorse  for  the  first 
offence  ? — No. 

4866.  Do  you  look  upon  it  as  rather  a serious 
offence,?—  I think  a repetition  of  offences  against, 
the  law  is  serious. 

4867.  You  would  be  inclined  to  overlook 
occasional  selling  of  drink  on  Sunday  ? — I would 
not  be  inclined  to  overlook  it,  but  I would  be 
inclined  to  deal  lightly  with  it  at  first. 

4868.  What  do  you  call  lightly  ? — According 
to  the  position  of  the  publican ; if  he  was 
miserably  pool-,  I would  inflict,  perhaps,  10  s. 
fine  ; but  if  he  was  able  to  pay  it,  I would  im- 
pose a heavier  fine. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

4869.  For  the  first  offence? — Yes. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

4870.  Do  you  think  by  dealing  more  severely 
with  the  publicans  you  could  diminish  the 
amount  of  illicit  drinking? — I would  certainly 
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Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
deal  more  severely  with  them  if  parties  were 
found  drinking  on  the  premises. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

4871.  What  proportion  of  the  ratepayers  of 
Derry  are  in  favour  of  closing  ? — I could  not 

say- 

4872.  Is  there  a considerable  proportion  of 
them  in  favour  of  closing  ? — I could  not  say. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4873.  The  population  of  Derry  is  a very 
mixed  population,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

4874.  Consisting  of  artizans,  labourers,  and 
others  ?— Yes. 

4875.  You  have  told  us  that  you  have  two 
petty  sessions  per  week  ? — Yes. 

4876.  And  you  find  the  cases  more  numerous 
on  Mondays  than  on  Thursdays?  — Generally 
speaking. 

4877.  The  Monday’s  cases  include  Saturday 
night  arrests  as  well  as  the  Sunday  arrests?— 
Yes;  very  occasionally  on  the  Sunday  night 
they  may  be  let  out  when  they  are  a little  sober, 
in  order’ to  be  summoned  on  another  occasion. 

4878.  As  a matter  of  fact,  your  Monday’s 
cases  include  Saturday  night  cases  of  drunken- 
ness ? — They  do. 

4879.  You  heard  Inspector  Foley’s  examina- 
tion ? — Y es. 

4880.  You  heard  that  last  year  the  arrests  for 
Sunday  drunkenness  in  the  city  of  Derry  num- 
bered 38  for  the  whole  year? — Yes. 

4881.  Do  not  you  consider  that  that  is  a highly 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs? — I think  it  is. 

4882.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  arrests  do  not 
number  1 per  cent,  in  the  whole  year?— That 
would  seem  to  be  so. 

4883.  You  were  asked  about  people  going  to 
Culmore,  Eglinton,  and  New  Buildings,  and  you 
gave  it  as  your  opinion  that  a large  number  of 
people  who  went  out  there  were  people  who  had 
friends  in  those  places,  and  who  did  not  go  to  the 
public-houses,  but  what  you  complained  of  was 
that  there  was  a large  number  who  went  out  there 
to  drink  ?— Just  so  ; I should  hardly  say  a large 
number,  but  a considerable  number. 

4884.  Culmore,  Eglinton,  and  New  Buildings 
are  very  quiet  places,  are  not  they  ? — Yes.  . 

4885.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Culmore,  Eglinton,  and  New  Buildings  have 
a right  to  complain  if  their  quiet  is  interfered 
with  on  Sundays,  by  people  who  come  out  from 


Mr.  T.  W.  ii?M.sseZZ— continued. 

Derry  for  the  purpose  of  drinking  ? — I thiuk 
they  have;  as  a general  rule  I think  the  complaint 
would  be  the  other  way,  that  the  people  who  had 
gone  out  there  for  the'  purpose  of  converting 
themselves  into  bond  Jide  travellers  would  come 
back  and  make  a disturbance,  either  in  the 
suburbs  of  Derry  or  in  Derry  itself. 

4886.  But  if  Culmore  and  these  other  places 
became  the  resort  of  men  who  went  out  to  drink 
on  Sunday,  do  not  you  think  the  inhabitants  of 
those  places  who  wanted  quiet  on  Sunday  would 
have  a right  to  complain? — Yes. 

4887.  Yeu  think  that  they  ought  to  be  taken 
in  account  as  well  as  the  people  who  go  out  there 
to  drink  ?— Yes. 

4888.  Do  you  think,  as  a medical  man,  that  a 
clerk  or  a shop  assistant,  or  an  artizan  who  went 
out  for  a walk  on  Sunday,  would  be  very  much 
inconvenienced  if  he  did  not  meet  a beerhouse 
within  three  miles?— I do  not  think  he  would. 

4889.  Do  not  you  think,  so  far  as  his  health  is 
concerned,  he  is  much  more  likely  to  be  injured 
by  adjourning  to  a public-house,  and  sitting  there, 
getting  under  the  influence  of  drink,  than  if  he 
took  a walk  of  five  or  six  miles  out  aud  home, 
and  got  nothing  to  drink  on  his  way  ?— Certainly, 
if  he  drinks  to  excess. 

4890.  You  were  asked  about  the  opinion  of  the 
corporation  of  Derry  ; we  have  it  in  evidence 
that  the  publicans  waited  upon  the  corporation  of 
Cork  and  asked  them  to  adopt  a petition  ; have 
they  waited  upon  the  corporation  of  Derry  ? — 
Not  so  far  as  I know. 

4891.  We  have  it  in  evidence  here  that  in 
large  towns  like  Waterford  and  Cork  they  are 
very  much  afraid  that  if  the  Act  was  applied  to 
those  towns  bogus  clubs  would  spring  up  : 
according  to  the  evidence  to-day  we  find  that 
the  population  of  Derry  is  10,000  more  than  the 
population  of  Waterford ; the  Act  has.  been  in 
operation  for  10  years  ; do  you  know  of  a single 
boo-us  club  having  been  established  in  Derry  r— 
No. 

4892.  And  you  say  shebeening  is  not  carried 
on  extensively  ? — I do  not  know  of  it  at  all. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

4893.  You  have  been  asked  whether  the  in- 
habitants of  Culmore  would  have  a right  to  com- 
plain ; do  you  know  of  any  complaint  having 
been  made  "by  the  inhabitants  of  Culmore? — 
No. 


Mr.  Sackville  Hamilton,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

4894.  You  are  a district  inspector  of  Clonmel  ? 
I am. 

4895.  How  long  have  you  . been  stationed 
there  ? — I have  been  there  for  nine  years. 

4896.  Where  were  you  stationed  before? — In 
ICilbeggan,  Westmeath,  and  before  that  again 
in  Wexford,  and  before  that  in  Waterford. 

4897.  How  long  were  you  in  Kilbeggan? — 
J?our  years. 

4898.  Where  were  you  stationed  in  1878  and 
1879?— In  Westmeath,  in  Kilbeggan. 


Chairman — continued. 

4899.  You  have  prepared  returns  showing  the 
number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  in  Clonmel 
on  Sundays  for  10  years  before  the  passing  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  and  for  nine  and  a-half 
years  alter ; and  also  returns  of  cases  of  drunken- 
ness on  Saturday,  and  returns  of  arrests  for 
drunkenness  on  other  days  in  the  week? — Yes; 
the  same  were  handed  in. 

4900.  The  first  return  gives  the  number  of 
arrests  for  drunkenness  on  Sunday,  from  eight 
a.m.  on  Sunday  to  eight  a.m.  on  Monday  ? — Yes. 

4901.  Taking 
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Chairman — continued. 

4901.  Taking  10  years  before  the  passing  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  1869,  the  number 
was  23  ; in  1870,  24  ; in  1871,  30  ; in  1872,  17  : 
in  1873,  25  ; in  1874,  53  ; in  1875,  52  ; in  1876, 
48  ; in  1877,  41 ; in  1878,  55  ; the  total  being 
368.  Then  after  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  in 
1879,  17;  in  1880,  33;  in  1881,  22;  in  1882,31; 
in  1883,  45  ; in  1884,  31  ; in  1885,  29  ; in  1886, 
47;  in  1887,  37;  in  1888,  13? — That  is  up  to 
the  31st  of  March  last  only,  from  the  30th  of 
September  to  the  31st  of  March. 

4902.  One  of  these  returns  is  for  10  years  and 
the  other  nine  and  a-half years? — Yes. 

4903.  The  total  for  the  nine  and  a-half  years  is 
305?— Yes. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

4904.  What  is  the  population  of  Clonmel  ? — 
In  1881  the  population  was  9,325  ; that  is,  inside 
the  borough ; outside  the  borough,  which  is  part 
of  the  same  town,  there  is  about  500  more, 
making  the  entire  town  9,825. 

4905.  The  500  is  not  included  in  the  census  of 
the  borough? — No ; the  census  of  the  borough 
is  9,325. 

Chairman. 

4906.  Is  the  population  increasing  or  de- 
creasing ? — I am  afraid  it  is  decreasing ; the  last 
census  shows  a considerable  decrease  on  the  pre- 
ceding one. 

4907.  Now,  how  many  public-houses  are  there 
in  Clonmel  ? — The  number  of  public-houses,  in- 
cluding hotels,  inside  the  borough  is  107,  and 
outside  in  this  rural  part  of  the  town  there  are 
six,  making  in  all  113  in  the  town  of  Clonmel, 
not  calling  it  the  borough. 

4908.  How  many  of  those  113  have  the  ordi- 
nary seven-day  publicans’  licenses? — There  are 
five  hotels  having  the  ordinary  seven  days’ 
licenses.  The  number  of  houses  with  ordinary 
seven  days’  licenses  is  66  ; then  the  number  with 
ordinary  six  days’  licenses  is  21 ; the  number  of 
those  with  seven  days’  early  closing  licenses  is 
six ; the  number  having  six-day  early  closing 
licenses  is  20  ; that  makes  113. 

4909.  How  many  spirit  grocers  with  beer 
licenses  are  there? — There  are  none.  Then 
there  are  no  wine  refreshment  houses.  There  is 
another  bit  of  information  which  I may  give  now 
of  public-houses  having  four  beds  to  accommodate 
lodgers  (that  would  be  the  better  class  of  public- 
houses)  ; there  are  36.  The  number  of  public- 
houses  at  which  guests  or  lodgers  could  obtain 
meals  is  36 — they  are  the  same  practically.  The 
number  of  public-houses  which  combine  the 
selling  of  liquor  with  some  other  business  is  97 . 

4910.  What  is  the  other  business  as  a rule  ? — 
Principally  grocery;  in  some  cases  bakery  and 
provisions.  The  number  of  houses  which  sell 
liquor  only  is  16. 

4911.  Will  you  hand  in  your  return  showing 
the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  Sun- 
days and  on  other  days  of  the  week.  ( The 
Witness  handed  in  the  Return .) 

4912.  You  have  been  nine  years  at  Clonmel? 
— Yes. 

4913.  You  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the 
town? — Very  well  indeed. 

4914.  Is  there  much  illicit  trading  of  any  kind, 
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either  shebeening  or  selling  out  of  hours? — 
There  is  some  illicit  trading,  but  not  much. 

4915.  Have  you  the  returns  of  that? — No. 

4916.  You  have  a considerable  knowledge  of 
the  town — have  there  been  many  convictions  for 
shebeening-  during  the  last  10  years? — Very  few 
indeed,  but  there  is  a considerable  amount  I 
believe  of  illicit  drinking  in  the  low  class  public- 
houses. 

4917.  On  Sundays  ? — On  Sundays. 

4918.  Would  you  say  particularly  on  Sun- 
days;?— It  is  principally  on  Sundays,  and  very 
much  in  the  forenoon,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day ; immediately  after  the  people  come  from 
Mass  they  seem  to  me  to  drink.  At  that  time 
there  is  a great  deal  of  illicit  drinking  in  the 
low  class  public-house,  and  then  again  later 
on  in  the  day  ; but  it  is  difficult  to  detect  it  owing 
to  the  system  of  espionage  ; they  have  a regular 
system  of  sentinels,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
detect  it. 

Mr.  Fry. 

4919.  You  say  there  are  very  few  convictions 
for  shebeening  ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

4920.  Do  you  think  that  reasonable  diligence 
is  exercised  on  the  part  of  the  police  ? — The 
police  do  use,  as  far  as  I can  make  them,  every 
possible  diligence.  If  I were  to  detail  to  you 
the  plans  adopted  to  defeat  the  police  you  would 
be  amused. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4921.  The  publicans  post  sentinels  to  watch 
the  police,  do  they  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  low  class  ; 
there  are  many  of  the  respectable  class  who 
would  not  sell  liquor,  knowing  it  to  be  against 
the  law. 

4922.  But  who  get  a good  character  every  year 
from  the  magistrates  ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

4923.  Are  there  any  drinking  clubs  or  bogus 
clubs  in  Clonmel  ? — There  is  no  such  thing. 

4924.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  home  drink- 
ing to  excess  amongst  the  working  classes  in 
Clonmel? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

4925.  Are  the  habits  of  the  people  reasonably 
sober,  particularly  the  working  class  ? — I think 
fairly  so ; Clonmel  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
orderly  towns  in  Ireland ; at  all  events,  it  is  an 
exceedingly  well-conducted  and  orderly  town. 

4926.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  the  town 
before  the  Act  came  into  operation  ?— No. 

4927.  Have  there  been  any  meetings  or  indi- 
cations of  public  opinion  on  this  question  recently? 
— Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

4928.  Have  you  taken  any  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  state  of  the  feeling  of  the  people  of 
Clonmel  upon  the  question  ?— By  conversing 
with  people  of  different  classes  I have,  and  my 
opinion  is  that  the  clergy  of  all  denominations, 
the  more  educated  classes  and  employers  of 
labour  are  almost  all  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing, 
and  also  a great  number  of  the  labouring  classes 
themselves.  At  the  same  time  there  are  a great 
number  of  people  in  favour  of  having  the  public- 
houses  open,  say,  a couple  of  hours  on  Sunday ; 
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Chairman — continued. 

many  have  said  to  me-  that  they  thought  that 
would  meet  the  case. 

4929.  Will  you  be  a little  more  precise  when 
you  say  a great  number;  what  class  of  persons 
have  expressed  that  opinion  ? — Some  public- 
house  people  themselves,  whom.  I have  asked. 
Some  of  them  said:  Surely  you  would  not  pre- 
vent a publican  having  his  guests  on  Sunday  ; it 
would  be  a very  hard  case  if  he  could  not  have  a 
private  guest  on  Sunday.  And  then  we  were 
talking  before  about  keeping  closed  entirely,  and 
they  said  they  thought  it  would  be  very  hard  if 
people  could  not  have  an  opportunity  of  getting 
drink  for  two  hours  on  Sunday,  and  opening  for 
two  hours  would  not  tend  to  make  people  more 
■drunken.  That  was  the  opinion  of  many  people 
with  whom  I conversed,  but  the  clergy  and  the 
■educated  classes  are  unanimous,  I think  I may 
safely  say,  in  favour  of  closing. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

4930.  You  said  a large  number  of  the  labour- 
ing classes  as  well? — Many  of  the  labouring 
classes  I spoke  to ; I could  not  speak  with  very 
many. 

Chairman. 

4931.  Is  there  a feeling  among  the  more  re- 
spectable publicans  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing? 
— Among  some.  Some  close  early  on  Saturdays 
of  their  own  free  will,  some  few. 

4932.  Was  the  opinion  in  favour  of  opening 
for  a limited  time  on  Sundays  confined  to  publi- 
cans ? — There  were  some  other  people  who 
seemed  to  think  it  a hardship  that  they  could  not 
get  a drink  on  Sundays. 

4933.  People  of  the  working  class? — The 
better  class  among  the  working  classes  and  the 
small  shopkeepers. 

4934.  What  proportion  would  you  estimate 
those  who  are  in  favour  of  closing  on  Sunday 
bear  to  those  who  would  like  public-houses  to  be 
open  on  Sunday  for  a limiled  time? — I think 
the  majority  amongst  those  who  are  sufficiently 
educated  to  have  given  much  consideration  to 
the  subject  would  be  in  favour  of  closing. 

4935"  Have  you  ascertained  the  state  of  public 
opinion  as  regards  early  closing  on  Saturday  ? — 
I think  there  is  a general  opinion  in  favour  of 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday. 

4936.  Is  that  proposal  accepted  by  public 
.opinion  generally  in  Clonmel  ? — Yes,  except 
among  the  classes  who  wish  to  drink. 

4937.  By  “wish  to  drink  ’’  you  mean  wish  to 
drink  to  excess  ? — To  drink  more  than  is  good  for 
-them. 

4938.  Have  there  been  any  meetings  of  the 
Corporation  of  Clonmel  on  _the  subject  ? — Not 
.that  I am  aware  of. 

4939.  Have  there  been  any  public  meetings 
held  in  the  town  ? — No. 

4940.  There  have  been  no  indications,  that  you 
nan  point  to,  of  public  opinion  ? — No. 

4941.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  is  any 
dissatisfaction  with  the  existing  law  as  regards 
Sunday  closing  prevailing  to  a considerable 
extent,  except  what  you  have  mentioned  akeady ? 
— No,  I think  it  is  accepted  very  loyally,  and 
found  to  be  very  beneficial. 

4942.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  ou 


Chairman — continued. 

the  bond  Jide  travellers’  question?— On  passing 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  a large  number  of 
publicans  took  out  six-day  licenses ; but  of  late 
years  the  tendency  has  been  to  return  to  the 
seven-day  license,  showing  that  the  bond  Jide 
traveller  clause  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  found 
so  effective  a cloak  for  the  sale  of  liquor  on 
Sunday  as  well  as  the  publican’s  guest  clause, 
that  it  is  worth  while  to  pay  the  difference  in 
cost  of  the  license.  There  is  a great  tendency 
of  late  years  to  come  back  to  the  seven  days’ 
license. 

4943.  Is  that  limited  to  Clonmel  ? — In  former 
years,  in  1878,  I noticed  it  elsewhere  : in  West- 
meath ; but  I see  the  tendency  now  in  Clonmel 
is  to  drift  back  to  the  seven  days’  license.  Nearly 
every  licensing  session  publicans  are  applying 
for  seven  days’  licenses  instead  of  six  days’ 
licenses. 

4944.  Will  you  proceed  with  your  suggestions 
on  the  question  of  the  bond  Jide  traveller  clause  ? 
— I believe  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  to  be 
very  much  abused,  and  that  it  is  seldom  availed 
of  on  Sundays  by  those  for  whom  it  was  obviously 
intended,  namely,  bond  Jide  travellers,  i.e.,  com- 
mercial men  who  travel  on  business,  as  in  my 
experience  commercial  men  rarely  travel  on 
Sunday.  I would  be  in  favour  of  the  total 
abolition  of  the  bond  Jide  traveller  clause,  sub- 
stituting for  it  a bond  Jide  lodger  clause,  by 
which  only  those  persons  could  obtain  drink  on 
Sundays  who  either  slept  in  the  house  where  the 
drink  was  so  obtained  the  night  before  or  who 
bond  fide  intended  to  sleep,  and,  as  a fact,  did 
sleep  in  the  house  on  the  night  following. 

4945.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to 
make?— 1 would  allow  no  other  person  except 
bond  Jide  inmates  (such  as  lodgers,  servants,  and 
the  publican’s  own  immediate  family)  to  be  on 
public-house  premises  from  twelve,  midnight, 
on  Saturday  night  till  seven  a.m.  on  Monday 
morning,  nor  would  I allow  any  liquor  to  be 
removed  from  public-house  premises  on  Sun- 
day ; publicans  accept  their  licenses  for  their 
own  advantage,  subject  to  such  regulations  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  public  benefit ; 
and  in  order  to  prevent  any  evasion  of  the  law 
with  its  consequent  inducement  to  perjury,  when 
detected,  I would  recommend  that  the  law 
should  be  so  framed  as  to  prevent  publicans  from 
having' guests  on  their  premises  on  Sundays,  six 
days  in  the  week  being  quite  sufficient  for  the 
exercise  of  hospitality  towards  friends  up  to 
twelve,  midnight,  on  Saturdays.  I would  esta- 
blish a certificate  for  such  public-houses  as  had 
four  separate  beds  for  the  accommodation  of 
lodgers,  and  would  allow  lodgers  to  be  received 
as  such  and  be  supplied  with  drink  on  Sundays 
at  such  certified  houses  only.  This  would 
tend  to  encourage  the  better  class  of  public- 
house.  I would  make  the  publican  distinctly 
responsible  for  having  any  person  on  his  pre- 
mises on  Sundays  except  bond  Jide  lodgers, 
servants,  or  regular  inmates  of  his  house,  whether 
the  person  so  present  was  there  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  drink  or  not,  and  fix  a minimum 
penalty  to  be  imposed  for  each  offence,  as  well 
as  a maximum  for  each  person  so  found,  and 
allow  each  such  conviction  to  be  endorsed  on  the 
license ; giving  both  plaintiff  and  defendant 
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power  of  appeal  against  the  decision  to  quarter  ses- 
sions. I would  also  fix  a minimum  and  maximum 
penalty  to  be  imposed  on  each  person  so  found  on 
licensed  premises  on  Sundays  except  bond  fide 
lodgers  and  regular  inmates  of  the  house,  as  I am 
aware  that  in  many  cases  publicans  are  actually 
afraid  to  refuse  admission  to  persons  seeking- 
drink,  and  prefer  to  run  the  risk  of  detection  by 
the  police  ; I think  that  a penalty  in  this  direc- 
tion would  greatly  assist  the  publican  in  observ- 
ing the  law  as  the  more  respectable  ones  are 
disposed  to  do.  Then  I think  the  laws  should 
be  strengthened  as  regards  drunken  persons  found 
on  licensed  premises,  and  that  the  publican  should 
be  held  distinctly  responsible  for  each  such  person, 
without  it  being  necessary  to  show  that  he  sup- 
plied the  liquor  that  made  such  person  drunk, 
or  that  he  gave  him  liquor  while  drunk.  Then, 
I think  the  law  should  be  more  clearly  defined 
as  to  the  closing  of  those  houses  where  other 
business  is  carried  on  besides  that  of  a publican. 

4946.  Would  you  propose  that  there  should 
be  an  earlier  closing  of  public-houses  on  Satur- 
day ? — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  of  the 
Sunday  drinking  is  due  to  the  drinking  on  the 
Saturday  night,  and  in  order  to  reduce,  and  if 
possible  abolish,  the  drinking  to  excess  on  Satur- 
day night,  with  its  consequent  thirst  for  more  on 
Sunday,  T would  recommend  that  all  public- 
houses  should  be  closed  at  eight  p.m.  on  Satur- 
day ; this  would,  I believe,  tend  very  much  to 
prevent  the  squandering  of  wages  in  drink, 
and  retain  the  earnings  for  home  necessaries 
instead.  This  would  not  interfere  with  the 
legitimate  outlay  of  wages  on  Saturday,  as  I 
find  that  in  rural  districts  the  labourers  are 
paid  on  Friday  night,  and  in  the  borough 
of  Clonmel  the  labourers  are  paid  either  on 
Friday  evening  or  on  Saturday  about  12  noon 
or  1 p.m.,  with  the  exception  of  those  employed 
by  the  Corporation  (15  men)  and  Crane’s 
Tannery  (16  men),  who  are  paid  late  on  Saturday 
evening,  at  six  o’clock.  Shop  messengei-s  and 
porters  are  paid  on  Saturday  evening.  Tailors 
and  bakers  are  paid  on  Saturday  evening. 
Murphy’s  Brewery  employing  108  men,  pay  on 
Friday  ; Grubb’s  mills  employing  34,  Phelan’s 
mills  employing  26,  and  the  (las-house  employ- 
ing 20,  all  pay  on  Friday.  Then  a tannery 
belonging  to  Mr.  Myers  employing  62  men,  and 
Russell’s  Cloth  Factory  employing  50  men,  they 
pay  on  Saturday  at  12  or  1 ; and  on  Saturday 
evening  the  Corporation  and  Crane’s  Tannery 
pay  their  men. 

4947.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  make  ? 
— Opening  public-houses  on  Sundays  for  a short 
time  would,  1 fear,  only  promote  drunkenness  as 
often  the  same  quantity  of  liquor  would  be  con- 
sumed by  those  who  want  to  drink  in  the  shorter 
time  as  would  be  the  case  if  open  for  half  the 
day.  As  regards  persons  found  drunk  on  Sun- 
day, I consider  that  the  most  effective  way  to 
deal  with  that  evil  is  to  fix  a minimum  penalty 
of  say  10  s.  for  the  first  offence.  I am  speaking 
on  that  from  experience,  because  in.  the  year 
1883  I asked  the  borough  magistrates,  in  view  of 
there  being  a considerable  amount  of  illicit 
drinking  possible  on  Sundays,  especially  in  the 
morning,  to  agree  to  fix  a minimum  penalty  of 
10  s.  for  every  person  found  drunk  on  Sunday; 
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the  effect  of  that  is  very  marked ; the  state  of 
things  has  very  much  improved.  If  a man  is 
found  drunk  there  is  no  chance  of  the  fine  being 
altered ; it  is  a fixed  fine  of  10  s.,  and  it  has  had 
a good  effect. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

4948.  That  shows  that  the  magistrates  con- 
sider drunkenness  on  Sundays  a more  heinous 
offence  than  on  other  days? — Yes.  Then  for  the 
second  offence  I would  inflict  a penalty  of  1 1., 
and  for  the  third  offence  1 would  inflict  a penalty 
of  2 /.  ; and  I think  also  it  would  be  a gi-eat 
advantage  if  there  was  a heavy  imprisonment 
instead  of  the  2 1.  at  the  end.  It  would  be  for 
you  to  consider  whether  simple  imprisonment 
would  not  be  better  than  the  alternative  of  a 
fine. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

4949.  What  would  be  the  alternative  of  a 2 /. 
fine? — Up  to  IDs.  it  would  be  a week’s  imprison- 
ment, up  to  1/.  a fortnight,  up  to  2 /.  a month’s 
imprisonment ; that  is  under  the  Petty  Sessions 
Act. 

Chairman. 

4950.  Have  you  any  remark  to  make  upon  the 
return  you  have  handed  in? -I  may  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  comparatively 
fexv  arrests  for  drunkenness  between  the  hours  of 
eight  and  nine  on  Saturday  evening  ; as  a rule, 
those  are  not  the  hours  between  which  people  are 
arrested  for  drunkenness  ; if  you  will  look  at  the 
return  you  will  see  that  the  total  arrests  for 
drunkenness  on  Saturdays  before  8 p.m.  amount 
to  432,  and  those  after  8 p.m.  amount  to  324  ; 
and  I think  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  at 
eight  o’clock  those  that  are  found  drunk  now 
after  eight  o’clock  would  probably  go  home  sober. 
The  ordinary  shops  in  Clonmel,  as  a rule,  close 
on  ordinary  days  at  about  six  o’clock,  but  on 
Saturdays  they  ciose  about  an  hour  later,  and 
then  the  people  walk  about  the  town  quietly 
afterwards. 

4951.  What  day  is  market  day  ?— Saturday. 

4952.  Are  we  to  take  it  that  there  is  no 
marketing  substantially  done  after  about  seven 
o’clock? — No,  the  shops  are  closed,  except  the 
public-houses;  many  of  the  public-houses  are  gro- 
cers’ shops  as  well. 

4953.  Do  the  grocers’  shops  that  are  not  public- 
houses  close  at  seven  o’clock  ? — They  close  at 
seven  o’clock  invariably. 

4954.  With  regard  to  the  effect  of  Sunday 
closing,  you  had  some  experience  before  you  came 
to  Clonmel  ? — Before  the  passing  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  I was  transferred  to  a district  (in 
county  Wexford)  where  the  sale  and  consump- 
tion of  liquor  on  Sundays  was  prohibited  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  from  one  (in  Water- 
ford) where  there  was  no  such  prohibition  and  I 
must  say  the  difference  was  most  striking. 

4955.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  make? 
— I think  whenever  a publican  is  convicted  of  an 
offence  against  the  laws,  the  conviction  ought 
peremptorily  to  be  endorsed  upon  the  license  in 
every  ease. 

4956.  Even  in  the  case  of  a first  offence  ? — 
That  would  be  for  you  to  consider.  It  is  difficult 
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Chairman — continued. 

sometimes  to  persuade  magistrates  to  do  what 
they  think  will  ruin  a publican ; they  do  not  like 
to  put  the  first  blot  on  his  sheet.  The  endorse- 
ment of  licences  ought  to  be  self-acting  and 
not  left  to  the  option  of  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4957.  Saturday  is  market  day  in  Clonmel  you 
say? — Yes. 

4958.  I suppose  the  country  people  have 
cleared  out  generally  about  six  o’clock  ? — They 
begin  to  go  home  about  that  time ; some  remain 
later. 

4959.  Avast  amount  of  the  trading  population 
of  Clonmel  are  engaged  in  serving  the  country 
people  during  the  day  ? — All  the  assistants  in 
the  shops  are. 

4960.  Would  not  those  assistants  want  to  use 
the  public-houses,  and  the  grocers’  shops  after 
the  country  people  have  gone  away  ? — 1 do  not 
think  so ; I do  not  think  they  go  about  drinking 
from  one  public-house  to  another. 

4961.  You  have  certainly  brought  forward  a 
most  drastic  code? — 1 think  without  a very 
stringent  law  it  is  difficult  to  deal  with  the 
question. 

4962.  I will  not  attempt  to  follow  you  through 
all  that  code,  but  as  1 understand  you  would 
even  go  so  far  as  to  deprive  a publican  of  the 
privilege  of  entertaining  his  guests  on  a Sunday  ? 
— The  entertainment  of  guests  would  so  often 
be  made  an  excuse  ; I have  known  cases  where, 
though  I could  not  disprove  what  was  sworn  in 
evidence,  1 certainly  believed  inysell  that  the 
person  who  was  sworn  to  be  the  guest  of  the 
publican  was  not  so. 

4963.  I suppose  you  know  that  publicans  and 
grocers  in  towns  in  Ireland  very  often  inter- 
marry ? — Yes,  of  course  they  do. 

4964.  And  you  would  go  so  far  as  to  prevent 
relations  from  entertaining  each  other  ? — I think 
they  have  got  the  whole  week  to  do  it  in. 

4965.  Are  they  not  at  business  all  the  week  ? 
— Publicans  have  generally  shop  assistants  in 
their  shops. 

4966.  Is  not  Sunday  the  only  day  for  visiting 
in  Ireland  ? — Yes. 

4967.  And  you  would  deprive  publicans  of  the 
privilege  of  entertaining  their  friends  on  that 
day  ? — Where  a thing  is  for  the  public  benefit 
individuals  must  sometimes  suffer.  I know  it  is 
a hardship ; there  are  arguments  on  both  sides, 
but  I would  make  the  few  who  benefit  by  having 
the  publican’s  license  yield  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public. 

4968.  Will  you  look  at  your  return,  and  tot 
up  the  number  of  arrests  on  Saturday  for  the 
year  1882.  The  numbers  are  32,  20,  and  68, 
making  a total  of  120  ? — Yes. 

4969.  Will  you  tot  up  the  number  in  1887  ? — 
Seventy-eight. 

4970.  Is  not  that  an  enormous  decrease? — 
That  is  a decrease,  no  doubt. 

4971.  The  public-houses  are  open  to  11  o’clock 
every  Saturday  night? — They  are. 

4972.  Is  not  that  diminution  in  drunkenness 
going  on  every  day  in  the  week  as  well  as  on 
Sunday  ? — It  is.  I think  the  cause  of  it  is  very 
much  the  want  of  money. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor— continued. 

4973.  On  Sundays  the  total  for  10  years, 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  is  368  ? — Yes. 

4974.  And  you  have  a total  of  305  for  9£ 
years  since  the  passing  of  the  Act ; 368  and  305 
being  the  figures  for  the  two  periods,  showing 
but  a small  reduction  in  the  number  of  Sunday 
cases  in  the  last  period  as  compared  with  the 
former  period,  I ask  you  to  compare  them  with 
the  enormous  reduction  in  offences  consequent 
upon  Saturday  drinking,  and  to  tell  us  what  con- 
clusion you  draw  from  the  difference? — You  must 
bear  in  mind  that  arrests  for  drunkenness  are  not 
an  accurate  indication  of  the  amount  of  drunken- 
ness in  the  place. 

Chairman. 

4975.  Are  they  an  equally  accurate  indication 
of  it  in  each  of  those  years? — I think  since  the 
passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  the  police 
officers  have  been  more  inclined  to  arrest  for 
drunkenness  on  Sundays  than  before. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4976.  Do  not  you  know'  as  a fact  that  in  later 
years  the  police  have  had  no  time  to  arrest  for 
drunkenness  on  Sundays? — I do  not  see  how  their 
time  is  employed  so  much  more  on  Sundays. 

4977.  Are  they  not  drafted  away  from  Clonmel 
on  Sundays  ?— Public  meetings  are  very  often 
held  in  Clonmel  on  Sundays;  instead  of  the 
police  being  sent  out,  others  are  brought  into 
Clonmel  to  reinforce  the  existing  force. 

4978.  Do  you  think  that  the  Act  can  be  said 
to  be  a success,  judging  from  the  figures  before 
the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  and  the 
figures  after  the  passing  of  the  Act? — IN' ot 
judging  by  the  figures  alone,  but  observing  the 
people  on  Sundays  as  I do,  I think  it  is  a success. 
I was  not  in  Clonmel  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act  so  that  I can  scarcely  compare  the  state  of 
things  there  accurately,  but  I observed  the 
difference  between  Waterford  and  Wexford,  and 
there  it  was  most  marked.  I do  think  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  has  had  a beneficial  effect. 

4979.  Look  at  the  arrests  on  week  days, 
Saturday  and  Sunday  excepted,  what  is  the 
figure  under  the  date  of  1884  ?■ — Four  hundred 
and  seventy-seven. 

4980.  What  is  the  figure  under  the  date  of 
1885  ? — Four  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

4981.  What  is  the  figure  under  the  date  of 
1887  ? — Two  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

4982.  That  is  less  than  half  the  number  in 
1884  and  1885? — That  is  due  to  the  scarcity  of 
money. 

4983.  Then  according  to  your  return  there  is 
very  little  diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests  for 
drunkenness  on  Sunday,  but  there  is  a great 
diminution  on  Saturdays  and  other  days  of  the 
week  ? — Y7ou  must  not  regard  the  arrests  as  an 
indication  of  drunkenness. 

4984.  You  have  come  before  the  Committee  and 
made  recommendations  of  a stringent  and  drastic 
character  regarding  Sunday  drinking,  and  the 
conduct  of  public-houses  on  Sunday,  when  your 
owTn  figures  prove  that  the  diminution  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Sunday  drunkenness  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act  is  much  less  than  in  the 
cases  of  drunk  enness  on  other  days  of  the  week? 
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Mr.  John  O'  Connor  — continued. 

If  these  regulations  that  I suggest  were  in  force 

there  probably  would  not  be  a tenth  part  of  these 
Sunday  arrests. 

4985.  Is  not  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  if 
the  restrictions  were  taken  off  the  public-houses 
there  would  be  a like  diminution  in  the  number 
of  offences  against  the  Act  ? — I am  afraid  not. 

4986.  Are  not  offences  against  the  Act  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  Act  is  in  existence? — Of 
course. 

4987.  Is  not  the  small  diminution  in  the 
number  of  Sunday  offences  due  to  the  existence 
of  the  Act? — But,  as  I explained  before,  the 
police  have  paid  more  attention  to  Sunday 
drunkenness  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  than 
they  did  before ; they  pay  more  attention  I 
think  to  druukennesson  Sundaysthan  on  ordinary 
week  days. 

4988.  As  to  six-day  licenses  you  say  that 
publicans  who  originally  took  out  seven-day 
licenses,  and  who  subsequently  took  out  six-day 
licenses,  have  shown  a desire  to  return  to  seven- 
day  licenses? — Yes,  I have  found  that  to  be  so 
since  I have  been  in  Clonmel. 

4989.  Is  not  that  due  to  the  fact  that  people 
are  moving  about  a good  deal  on  Sundays  in 
consequence  of  the  agitation  ? — Yes  ; no  doubt 
it  is  partly. 

' Mr.  Tomlinson.  . 

4990.  One  of  the  suggestions  you  made  was 
to  restrict  persons  from  visiting  their  friends  at 
hotels  ? — Yes. 

4991.  1 f a gentleman  who  was  staying  at  an 
hotel  had  a friend  in  town,  you  would  prohibit 
him  from  receiving  that  friend  at  the  hotel  ? — 
You  would  have  to  make  some  exception  in 
favour  of  a number  of  hotels,  but  if  any  ordinary 
public-house  keeper  is  allowed  in  any  way  to 
have  guests  or  outside  people  in  his  house,  I am 
afraid  it  tends  to  a breach  of  the  law,  and  is  an 
inducement  to  perjury  in  the  case  of  some  of  the 
lower  class  publicans. 

4992.  You  would  make  an  exception  in  favour 
of  some  hotels? — Yes,  of  the  better  class;  it 
would  no  doubt  be  a nadship  if  a person  staying 
in  an  hotel  could  not  entertain  his  friends. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

4993.  Is  there  any  shebeening  in  Clonmel? — 
A little,  but  very  little  ; whenever  there  is  any 
shebeening  I generally  get  an  anonymous  letter 
to  tell  me  about  it. 

4994.  Illicit  drinking  is  carried  on  to  some 
extent? — Yes,  in  the  low  class  of  public-house 
where  it  is  very  hard  to  detect  it. 

4995.  There  are  a number  of  publicans  who 
are  respectable  traders? — Yes;  in  fact  there  are 
many  who,  if  they  said  they  would  not  give 
drink  on  Sunday,  I am  sure  would  not. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

4996.  You  hold  strong  opinions  on  this  Sun- 

day trading  question  ?— Yes,  I have  seen  its  evil 
a long  time.  . . 

4997.  In  consequence  of  your  strong  opinions 
upon  the  question  you  thought  it  your  duty  .to 
advise  the  magistrates  as  to  the  fine  to  be  in- 
flicted?— Yes,  to  try  and  prevent  drunkenness  in 
the  streets  on  Sundays. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 

4998.  Did  it  come  ivithin  the  scope  of  your 
duty  to  direct  the  magistrates  what  to  do  ? — It 
is  not  within  the  scope  of  my  duty  to  direct  the 
magistrates  what  to  do  ; but  I invariably  suggest 
to  the  magistrates  any  improvement  in  dealing 
with  matters  of  that  kind. 

4999-  You  consider  that  there  are  no  bond 
fide  travellers  except  commercial  travellers  ? — 
There  are  no  trains  running  on  Sundays  except 
mail  trains. 

5000.  Is  it  necessary  that  a man  should  travel 
by  rail  to  constitute  himself  a bond  fide  traveller? 
— In  common  parlance  a man  who  moved  from 
one  place  to  another  would  be  called  a traveller, 
but  my  interpretation  of  a bond  fide  traveller, 
as  the  term  is  used  in  the  Act,  would  be  a man 
who  travelled  on  business,  a commercial  traveller. 
Our  Inspector  General  has  defined  a bond  fide 
traveller  to  be  a man  who  travels  on  a public 
thoroughfare  a distance  of  three  miles  or  up- 
wards on  bond  fide  business. 

5001.  If  you  were  on  the  bench  you  would 
interpret  the  law  as  vigorously  as  you  now  sug- 
gest ? — Yes;  I would  administer  the  law  as  I 
found  it.  W e understand  a bond  fide  traveller 
to  be  a man  travelling  on  his  lawful  business. 

I do  not  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Le- 
gislature in  using  the  term  bond  fide  traveller,” 
to  give  to  a man  who  wanted  drink  on  a Sunday 
the  opportunity  of  getting  it  by  walking  a 
distance  of  upwards  of  three  miles. 

5002.  Is  public  opinion  unanimous  in  Clon- 
mel as  to  the  desirability  of  closing  public- 
houses  on  Sunday?  — No,  I do  not  think  so.  Many 
think  they  ought  to  be  open  on  Sunday  for  two 
hours,  the  suggestion  being  from  two  to  five. 

5003.  What  classes  of  the  community  in  Clon- 
mel think  that  public-houses  ought  to  be  opened 
for  a limited  period  on  Sunday  ? — Some  of  the 
shopkeepers  ; and  some  of  the  shopkeepers  think 
they  ought  not  to  be  open ; they  differ  very 
much;  people  of  the  same  class  hold  opposite 
views. 

5004.  It  is  not  the  shopkeepers  who  require 
to  use  the  public -houses  ? — Some  of  them  look 
upon  it  as  a hardship  that  people  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  get  a drink  on  Sunday  ; they  say  the 
rich  people  drink  in  their  own  houses,  why  should 
not  a labourer  be  allowed  the  opportunity  of 
getting  a drink  at  a public-house. 

5005.  They  look  at  restrictive  legislation  in 
that  direction  as  a hardship? — Some  of  them 
do. 

5006.  Would  it  not  be  a real  hardship  upon  a 
good  portion  of  the  community  if  they  were  pre- 
vented from  using  public-houses  on  Sunday  ? — I 
do  not  think  so. 

5007.  Is  there  no  class  to  whom  it  would  be  a 
hardship  ? — I think  the  more  people  keep  away 
from  liquor  the  better. 

5008.  You  make  these  strong  suggestions  in 
consequence  of  what  you  personally  think? — In 
consequence  of  what  I think,  and  from  what  I 
have  observed,  viz.  : that  when  men  drink  on 
Saturday  they  will  drink  on  Sunday  and  drink 
on  Monday. 

5009.  You  think  public-houses  ought  to  be 
closed  at  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday  ? — I think 
that  is  the  very  latest  hour  at  which  they  ought 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
to  be  closed,  and  in  saying  eight,  o’clock  I yielded 
to  the  representations  of  many  people  with  v\  hom 
I talked  on  the  subject;  I would  have  said  they 
ought  to  be  closed  earlier. 

5010.  Some  people  say  10  o’clock  ought  to  be 
the  hour  at  which  they  should  lie  closed  on 
Saturday? — Yes,  everyone  has  his  own  opinion  ; 
9 o’clock  is  the  hour  that  the  Inspector  General 
recommended,  I think. 

5011.  What  reason  had  you  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  8 o’clock  would  be  a suitable 
hour? — I think  no  one  is  paid  after  6 o’clock, 
and  from  six  to  eight  would  be  a reasonable  time 
within  which  working  men  could  provide  them- 
selves with  necessaries,  without  knocking  about 
public-houses  drinking  and  spending  the  money 
in  liquor  that  they  want  for  home  necessaries. 

5012.  They  have  first  to  go  home  to  get 
their  supper  ? — When  they  go  home  to  get  their 
supper  their  wives  can  go  out  and  get  their 
necessaries. 

5013.  They  very  aften  accompany  their  wives 
in  marketing,  do  they  not-  — Sometimes. 

5014.  It  they  get  out  of  their  house  about 
7 o’clock,  is  not  the  time  bei  ween  seven  and  eight 
a very  short  time  during  which  to  buy  necessaries, 
and,  perhaps,  to  take  a little  refreshment? — 1 
think  the  practice  is  more  to  buy  necessaries 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day. 

5015.  How  could  that  be  the  practice  if  they 
are  not  paid  till  6 o'clock  ? — They  get  the  things 
on  tick. 

501  (i.  The  inference  is  that  they  can  only  buy- 
after  they  get  their  wages  ? — They  can  only  pay 
at  any  rate  after  6 o’clock. 

5017.  The  buying  must  precede  the  payment? 
— It  may  or  it  rnay  not. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell . 

5018.  Regarding  the  proposal  to  open  public- 
houses  for  two  hours  on  Sunday',  do  not  you 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
think  that  would  be  rather  hard  on  shop  assis- 
tants whose  Sunday  holiday  would  be  broken  in 
upon  by  those  two  hours  ? — I scarcely  think  the 
shop  assistants  would  look  upon  it  as  a hardship  ; 
they  would  be  paid  for  it ; I could  not  say  that 
would  be  a hardship. 

5019.  Were  you  in  Kilbeggan  when  the  Act 
passed  ?— Yes. 

5020.  For  anytime  before  it? — I was. 

5021.  Did  you  notice  any-  improvement  in 
Kilbeggan  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act  ? — Yes,  there  was  a very  marked  diminution 
in  drunkenness  on  Sundays. 

5022.  Taking  the  arrests  in  Clonmel,  do  not 
you  think  those  arrests  mainly  arise  from  illicit 
sale  of  drink  in  these  low  public-houses  on 
Sunday  ? — Yes. 

5023.  It  is  not  from  Sunday  closing  that  they 
arise,  but  from  Sunday-  opening  ? — They-  arise 
from  illegal  opening. 

5024.  The  Act  has  been  10  years  in  operation 
in  Clonmel  ? — Nine  and  three-quarter  years. 

5025.  And  you  have  not  heard  any  pronounce- 
ment against  it  ? — None- 

5026.  There  are  no  bogus  clubs  in  Clonmel? 
- No. 

5027.  Nor  in  your  district  ? — Nor  in  my  dis- 
trict. 

5028.  Home  drinking  has  not  increased,  in 
your  opinion  ? — It  does  not.  exist. 

5029.  Is  it.  the  case  that  Irish  people,  as  a rule, 
look  upon  drink  as  food? — I do  not.  think  so; 
they  take  drink  when  it  is  before  them  ; but  I do 
not  think  they  drink,  as  a rule,  in  their  homes; 
the  exception  is  where  they  do. 

5030.  Do  you  think  that  public  opinion  in 
Clonmel  would  suffer  earlier  closing  on  Saturday 
night? — Yes,  at  an  earlier  hour  than  now  at  any 
rate. 

5031.  We  may  take  it  that  the  general  opinion 
of  Clonmel  would  be  against  breaking  in  upon 
the  present  Act  at  all  ? — Yes. 
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Thursday,  10 th  May  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Lea. 


Mi\  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Edward  Murphy,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Chairman . 

5032.  You  are  the  Mayor  of  Clonmel,  are  you 
not? — I am. 

5033.  How  long  have  you  been  resident  in 
Clonmel  ? — Thirteen  years. 

5034.  Are  you  an  employer  of  labour  in  that 
town  ? — Yes,  I ain  a rope  manufacturer,  and  am 
also  in  the  linen  trade  ; and  I may  also  mention 
that  I have  a hotel- 

5035.  Do  you  hold  a publican’s  license  ? — Yes, 
but  from  that  business  I receive  very  little  benefit. 
It  was  only  by  accident  that  I got  into  that  trade. 
I do  not  pay  any  attention  to  it.  My  principal 
business  is  the  rope  and  linen  trade. 

5036.  You  were  resident  in  Clonmel,  were  you 
not,  at  the  time  that  the  Act  of  1878  came  into 
operation  ? — Yes. 

5037.  What  is  the  result  of  your  observation  as 
to  the  working  of  that  Act  ! — I must  say  that,  so 
far  as  drunkenness  is  concerned,  it  did  very  little 
to  put  a stop  to  Sunday  drunkenness. 

5038.  Do  you  base  that  opinion  upon  any 
figures,  or  upon  your  observation? — Not  upon 
figures,  but  upon  my  observations  of  the  state  of 
the  people.  1 do  not  go  by  statistics.  I thought 
that  Mr.  Hamilton  would  give  statistics. 

5039.  Upon  what  facts  do  you  base  your 
opinion  that  the  Act  has  had  no  operation  in  the 
way  of  preventing  drunkenness  ? — I base  it  on 
the  increase  in  shebeening. 

5040.  And  not  upon  the  general  condition  of 
the  streets? — Not  upon  the  general  condition  of 
the  streets  so  much. 

5011.  Would  you  give  some  facts  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  show  the  increase  of  shebeening  which 
you  attribute  to  the  passing  of  the  Act? — Of 
course  I could  not  give  names,  but  I know  it 
from  consulting  the  priests.  For  instance,  the 
Administrator  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul’s;  for  I 
made  it  my  business  to  consult  him  as  to  the 
effect  which  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  had,  and 
he  said  that  it  had  had  a very  bad  effect,  that  it 
had  increased  those  classes  of  houses,  and  that  it 
had  tended  to  increase  immorality  in  those  classes 
of  houses. 

5042.  Then  I may  take  it  as  your  opinion  that 
the  working  of  the  Act  has  tended  to  increase 
hebeening  ? —Principally  so. 

0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

5043.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  to  the 
Committee  with  a view  to  diminishing  the  evil  ? 
— I know  that  an  arrangement  arrived  at  among 
the  magistrates  of  the  borough  had  more  effect 
in  preventing  Sunday  drunkenness  than  any  Act 
of  Parliament  could  possibly  have  had- 

5044.  What  arrangements  do  you  refer  to  ? — 
The  magistrates  arrived  at  an  understanding  that 
anyone  caught  drunk  on  Sundays  should  be  fined 
10  s.  [and  costs ; that  means  12  s.  altogether, 
and  I should  say  that  had  done  more  to  prevent' 
the  evil  of  Sunday  drunkenness  than  any  Sunday 
Closing  Acts  that  would  be  passed  for  years. 
My  experience  is  that  if  you  legislated  in  that 
direction,  and  did  not  leave  it  optional  with  the 
magistrates,  the  evil  would  be  very  much  dimi- 
nished. That  understanding  to  which  I have 
alluded  has  been  arrived  at  now  by  successive 
mayors,  and  I have  agreed  to  it,  and  never 
deviated  from  it. 

5045.  You  would  advise  an  increase  of  the 
penalty  ? — I would  advise  you,  if  you  want  to 
put  a stop  to  Sunday  drunkenness,  to  legislate  in 
that  direction ; that  is  to  say,  if  you  put  on  a 
fine  of  1 l.  for  the  first  conviction,  2 l.  for  the 
second,  and  3 /.  for  the  third,  and  for  a fourth 
conviction  imprisonment.  Some  people  may  say 
that  that  would  be  a detriment  to  the  poor  wives 
and  children  of  the  drunkards  ; but  my  experi- 
ence is  quite  different,  that  it  would  be  a blessing 
to  have  those  people  imprisoned  for  some  time. 

5046.  That  relates  to  punishing  persons  for 
drunkenness;  but  have  you  any  suggestions  to 
offer  with  regard  to  the  publicans  who  infringe  the 
licensing  law  : do  you  consider  the  present  law 
sufficient? — I do  not;  I think  that  the  license  is 
granted  to  a class  of  people  to  whom  it  ought, 
not  to  be  granted  at  all,  and  I would  be  ,very 
much  in  favour  of  having  a restriction  in  the: 
way  of  the  class  of  houses  to  which  the  license 
was  granted.  In  a town  with  the  population  of 
Clonmel,  there  should  not  be  a license  granted 
to  a house  that  would  not  be  valued  at  at  least 
12  l.,  and  in  a larger  place  I would  say  that  it 
should  be  in  accordance  with  that. 

5047.  Would  you  increase  the  penalty  for  in- 
fringing the  licensing  laws?-- By  all  means. 

C c 3 5048.  What 
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Mr.  Murphy. 


[ Continued. 


Chairman — continued. 

5048.  What  would  you  say  with  regard  to 
recording  the  conviction  upon  the  license ; do 
you  think  that  that  is  sufficiently  practised  at 
present  ? — There  must  be  caught  three  times  when 
it  is  recorded  at  present  on  the  license  ; that  is 
my  experience  in  Clonmel.  Jb'or  the  first  and 
second  time  they  fine  them,  but  they  do  not 
record  it,  but  the  third  time  they  generally  mark 
it  on  the  license,  but  then  that  only  holds  good 
for  12  months,  and  then  it  is  all  forgotten.  The 
same  breach  of  the  law  can  be  committed  over 
and  over  again  every  12  months. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5049.  What  only  holds  good  for  1 2 months  ? 
— The  record  on  the  license. 

5050.  According  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  it 
holds  good  for  three  years?— It  is  not  marked 
on  the  new  license.  I was  under  the  impression 
that  that  was  the  case. 

Chairman. 

5051.  The  license  has  to  be  renewed  evei’y 
year,  has  it  not?  — Yes,  it  has  to  be  renewed 
every  year,  but  I was  under  the  impression  that 
there  was  no  more  to  be  said  about  the  offence 
after  the  year. 

5052.  Have  there  been  any  public  expressions 
of  opinion  in  Clonmel  with  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion ?■ — No,  there  have  been  no  resolutions  passed 
with  regard  to  it. 

5053.  Have  there  been  any  public  meetings 
protesting  against  this  Act  or  in  favour  of  its 
continuance,  or  generally  bearing  upon  this 
question? — No,  there  have  been  no  public  meet- 
ings with  regard  to  it  either  for  or  against.  I 
have  consulted  members  of  the  Corporation  and 
the  Poor  Law  Board,  and  they  are  altogether 
opposed  to  Sunday  closing. 

5054.  Do  you  mean  that  the  members  of  the 
Corporation  are  unanimously  against  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Act? — The  majority  of  those  that 
I consulted  are.  There  are  24  members  of  the 
Corporation,  and  I consulted  I suppose  14  or  15 
of  them. 

5055.  And  the  majority  of  those  14  or  15 
were  opposed  to  Sunday  closing? — Yes. 

5056.  Are  they  connected  with  the  liquor 
trade  in  any  way  ? — Some  of  them  are. 

5057.  How  many  members  of  the  Corporation 
are  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  trade, 
either  retail  or  wholesale,  or  in  any  way? — I 
should  say  there  are  six  ; that  is  as  many  as  I 
can  guess  at  present.  There  are  not  more  than 

5078.  But  the  Corporation,  as  a whole,  has 
taken  no  steps  in  the  matter? — They  have  passed 
no  resolution. 

5059.  Did  they  take  any  steps  ; was  any  meet- 
ing convened? — No. 

506Q.  Was  there  any  meeting  of  the  citizens 
held  on  the  subject ? — No,  there  has  not  been 
any  meeting  held. 

5061.  Has  there  been  any  expression  of 
opinion  in  support  of  the  views  which  you  have 
expressed  to  the  Committee  collectively,  by  any 
body  of  citizens  either  of  the  Corporation,  or  of  a 
meeting  convened  of  the  citizens,  or  any  body  of 
the  tradespeople,  or  any  other  body  of  persons  in 
Clonmel  ? — No. 


Chairman — continued. 

5062.  The  population  of  Clonmel,  I think,  is 
9,325  ?— It  is  really  over  10,000.  The  Borough 
does  not  extend  to  the  whole  of  the  town ; that 
is  merely  the  population  inside  the  Borough. 

Mr.  Peter  M(  Donald. 

5063.  Do  I understand  you  to  state  that  your 
principal  business  is  that  of  a rope  and  linen 
manufacturer  ? — Yes. 

5064.  And  that  your  being  the  proprietor  of 
an  hotel  is  a mere  matter  of  accident? — Yes,  it  is 
a mere  matter  of  accident. 

5065.  You  did  not  go  into  that  business  as  a 
business  proper  ? — No,  I did  not ; I took  it  for 
a friend  of  mine  who  did  not  get  on  to  my  satis- 
faction, and  I was  obliged  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5066.  Then  you  are  a licensed  person  ? — 
Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

5067.  Consequently,  do  I infer  that  your  evi- 
dence, so  far  as  you  give  it,  is  totally  disinterested? 
— Totally  disinterested. 

4068.  And  that  you  express  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  Clonmel  that  it  would 
be  inadvisable  to  alter  the  existing  law? — No,  I 
have  not,  said  so,  but  I say  that  there  is  a.  feeling 
that  the  public-houses  should  be  open  for  at 
least  some  hours  on  Sundays. 

Chairman. 

4069.  Do  you  mean  to  state,  in  answer  to 
the  question,  that  that  is  the  feeling  of  the 
majority  of  the  population  of  Clonmel  ? — I con- 
sulted the  people  who  were  interested  in  the 
matter.  I went  to  the  priests  who  move  about 
amongst  the  class  of  people,  and  whom,  of  course, 
you  would  x'ely  upon. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

5070.  When  you  speak  of  people  who  are  in- 
terested, you  mean  not  interested  in  a trade 
point  of  view,  but  interested  in  the  promotion  of 
the  morality  of  the  people  ? — Yes,  interested  in 
the  promotion  of  the  morality  of  the  people. 

5071.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Act  closing 
public-houses  on  Sundays  has  tended  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  people  in  point  of  temperance  ? 
—No. 

5072.  Why  do  you  say  that  ? — Because  I have 
had  experience  of  it;  I see  that  it  has  not  done 
so,  and  that  the  drinking  is  going  on  in  shebeens, 
and  that  illicit  drinking  is  going  on,  and  I believe 
in  some  places  not  very  far  distant  from  this 
town  illicit  distillation  is  goins  on. 

5073.  Do  you  mean  that  illicit  distillation  is 
going  on  even  in  this  district  of  Clonmel?— Yes. 

5074.  Have  you  no  other  reasons  besides  the 
shebeening  for  stating  your  opinion  that  the  Act 
has  not  produced  the  desired  effect  ? — I have  no 
other  reason,  only  from  observation. 

. 5075.  Have  you  had  sufficient  opportunity  of 
making  those  observations? — Quite  sufficient. 

5076.  You  mix,  I suppose,  with  people  who 
use  those  public-houses?  — I am  continually 
around,  walking  through  the  town. 

5077.  As  an  employer  of  labour,  I presume  ? 
Yes- 

5078.  How- 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5078.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — I 
have  not  many  hands  employed  at  present.  I 
used  to  employ  13  or  14. 

Mr.  Peter  Ml Donald. 

5079.  You  say  that  you  consulted  the  adminis- 
trator and  the  priests ; are  they  all  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  undesirable  to  impose  any  further 
restrictions  upon  the  people  ?■ — They  say  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  change  the  existing  law, 
because  we  have  total  Sunday  closing  in  Clonmel, 
and  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  change  it,  for  if 
the  licensed  houses  of  a respectable  class  were 
open,  people  would  not  be  obliged  to  go  to  those 
low  places  to  procure  drink,  and  it  is  in  those 
class  of  places  that  they  make  up  a kind  of  patent 
stuff  which  makes  the  people  actually  mad. 

5080.  Have  you  many  of  those  low  class  public- 
houses  in  which  this  illicit  drinking  is  carried  on  ? 
— There  are  a good  many  low  class  of  houses 
where  they  sell  drink  during  prohibited  hours  as 
well  as  shebeens. 

508 1.  JDo  you  consider  that  opening  the  public- 
houses  for  a certain  number  of  hours  on  Sundays 
would  tend  to  the  closing  of  those  houses  where 
illicit  traffic  is  carried  on  ? — Certainly. 

5082.  And  further,  would  it  not  lead  to  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  them  ? — Certainly. 

5083.  Would  it  lead,  do  you  think,  to  the 
elevation  of  the  character  of  the  general  class  of 
public-houses  ? — It  would  very  much. 

5084.  And  you  consider  that  that  would  be  a 
very  great  benefit  in  the  public  interest? — I 
consider  that  it  would  be  a great  benefit. 

5085.  You  have  referred  to  the  Corporation  of 
Clonmel ; was  it  suggested  that  it  was  desirable 
to  hold  a meeting  of  the  corporation  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  a resolution  on  this  subject  ? — 
No,  it  was  not  considered  desirable. 

5086.  If  a requisition  were  forwarded  to  you 
in  your  capacity  as  mayor,  would  you  convene  a 
meeting? — Yes,  if  there  was  the  slightest  ex- 
pression of  the  kind,  I could  convene  a meeting. 

5087.  You  said  that  there  is  a great  amount  of 
shebeening  in  addition  to  the  illicit  sale  in 
the  low-class  public-houses  ; is  that  within  the 
borough  boundary  or  outside  of  it? — Within 
the  borough  boundary. 

5088.  And  there  is  some  without  it,  I pre- 
sume ? — There  may  be ; of  course  the  priests 
have  really  a better  idea  of  these  things  than  I 
have,  because  the  police  as  a rule  are  not  bring- 
ing up  these  cases.  They  are  employed  in  some- 
thing else  now. 

5089.  May  I infer  from  that  that  if  the  police 
were  now  as  vigorous  in  the  discharge  of  that 
portion  of  their  duty  as  they  have  been  at  other 
times  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  would 
be  much  larger  than  they  are  now  reported  to 
be  ? — Yes,  I say  so  ; there  would  be  a great  many 
more  people  caught  at  all  events. 

5090.  And  you  would  say  that  the  statistics  as 
to  the  present  state  of  things  would  not  be  a 
correct  estimate  of  what  is  going  on  ? — N ot  a 
correct  statement  of  what  is  going  on  certainly. 

5091.  To  how  many  years  past  would  you 
apply  that  observation  ? — 1 would  say  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years. 

0.67. 


Chairman. 

5092.  Does  this  answer  of  yours  refer  to 
shebeens  ? — Yes,  and  to  the  lower  class  of  public- 
houses  which  live  by  the  violations  of  the  licens- 
ing law. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

5093.  Does  it  also  apply  to  the  arrests  for 
drunkenness  on  week  days  and  on  Sundays, 
irrespective  of  shebeens? — Of  course  it  does 
apply  to  that  just  in  the  same  way. 

5094.  So  far  as  men  who  are  drunk,  or  are 
found  drinking  at  houses  within  the  prescribed 
limits,  they  wonld  not  be  likely  to  escape  if  the 
police  were  now  vigilant? — Except  they  were 
riotous  in  the  streets,  the  police  would  not  take 
notice  of  them. 

5U95.  Did  you  consult  the  people  of  Clonmel, 
that  is  to  say  the  shopkeepers,  the  general 
traders,  and  the  labourers  and  others  on  this 
subject? — Any  number ,of  them;  l came  in  con- 
tact with  a great  many  of  them  ; I consulted  with 
them  from  the  time  that  I got  a summons ; I went 
to  a great  number  of  people  whom  I thought 
would  give  me  a good  deal  of  assistance,  and  I had 
their  opinion  with  regard  to  whether  the  houses 
ought  to  be  closed  altogether,  or  opened  for  a 
time  on  Sundays. 

5096.  Did  you  confine  your  inquiry  to  those 
who  were  interested  in  the  trade? — No. 

5097.  You  consulted  those  who  were  not  in- 
terested in  the  trade  ? — Certainly  I did  not ; I 
think  that  the  others  were  the  proper  class  of 
people  to  be  consulted. 

5098.  You  did  not  consult  any  who  were  in- 
terested in  the  trade  ? — No. 

5099.  All  your  inquiries  have  been  from  those 
who  had  no  interest  except  that  they  may  be 
users  of  public-houses? — Nothing  more  than  that. 

5100.  What  inference  do  you  draw  from  the 
information  which  you  have  received  ? — That 
partial  opening  on  Sundays  would  tend  to  pro- 
mote comfort,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  in  the 
homes  of  the  people,  and  that  they  need  not  be 
obliged  to  be  taking  in  a quantity  of  drink  on 
Saturday  night  and  keeping  it  in  their  houses, 
where  very  often  the  children  and  the  wives  take 
the  liberty  of  using  it,  so  that  it  is  demoralising 
to  young  people. 

5101.  Do  you  think  that  the  earlier  closing  on 
Saturday  night  would  be  demoralising  and  lead 
to  a greater  amount  of  drunkenness  than  at  pre- 
sent exists? — Certainly  it  would. 

5102.  Do  they  state  that  if  the  houses  were 
opened  for  some  hours  on  Sunday  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  if  not  totally  remedied,  would  be  at 
least  lessened  ? — There  would  be  no  sympathy  at 
all  with  those  low  class  of  places,  and  the  people 
themselves,  who  do  not  wish  to  interfere  under 
the  circumstances,  would  act  quite  differently. 

5103.  How  many  hours  on  Sunday  do  the 
majority  of  those  that  you  consulted  consider 
that  public-houses  should  be  opened? — Four 
hours,  two  till  six. 

5104.  Did  they  express  any  opinion  upon  the 
subject  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  ? — I did 
not  consider  that  matter. 

5105.  What  is  your  own  opinion  upon  that 
subject? — My  own  opinion  is  that  it  would  lead 
to  great  abuse. 

5106.  In  what  respect? — 1 know  what  the 
habits  of  the  people  of  Clonmel  are  in  that  way  : 
they  seem  to  be  more  anxious  to  get  beer  at 
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Mr.  Peter  McDonald — continued, 
eleven  o’clock  than  at  any  other  hour  in  the 
evening;  I mean  to  take  to  their  homes. 

5107.  You  mean  that  they  have  a certain 
necessity  for  it,  I suppose,  at  that  hour  ? — That 
is  the  time  that  they  do  take  it  to  their  homes, 
and  they  are  obliged  to  make  a rush  to  the 
public-houses  to  get  it.  I know  that  if  you 
closed  earlier  they  would  take  a larger  quantity, 
and  that  would  lead,  perhaps,  to  more  shebeen 
houses  and  card  playing  and  dancing  and  immo- 
ralities of  every  kind  under  such  circumstances, 
and  that  is  the  experience  of  the  Administrator. 

5108.  Do  you  consider  that  if  the  houses  were 
closed  at  nine  o’clock  there  would  be  a similar 
rush  to  get  drink  to  take  home  ? — I consider  that 
it  would  be  much  worse. 

5109.  Because  they  would  want  a larger 
quantity  ? — Quite  so. 

5110.  And  consequently  you  do  not  think  that 
shortening  the  hours  from  eleven  o’clock  to  nine 
would  be  productive  of  any  good  results? — It 
would  not  lessen  the  drunkenness  ; the  drunkard 
would  get  drink. 

5111.  Then  your  opinion,  as  well  as  the 
opinion  of  all  the  people  that  you -have  consulted, 
would  be  against  any  shortening  of  the  hours  on 
Saturday  evening  ? — That  is  the  general  feeling. 

Chairman. 

5112.  Are  you  speaking  now  of  Saturday 
night : do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  consulted 
the  people  about  the  earlier  closing  on  Saturday 
night  ? — I said  that  I did  not  consult  them  to 
any  extent,  but  those  that  I did  speak  to  about 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night  were  of  that 
opinion.  I did  consult  some  people  that  I came 
into  contact  with,  and  1 said  that  I gave  it  no 
consideration  myself. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

5118.  And  your  evidence  would  apply,  would 

it  not,  to  the  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night 
as  much  as  to  the  necessity  of  partial  opening  on 
Sunday? — Certainly. 

5114.  Then  your  opinion,  as  well  as  the 
opinion  of  those  whom  you  have  consulted  is 
that  it  would  be  injudicious  and  injurious  to  close 
earlier  on  Saturdays,  or  to  keep  the  houses  closed 
entirely  on  Sundays? — It  would  be  injudicious 
and  an  injustice  to  people  as  I look  on  it. 

5115.  Do  you  consider  that  legislative  restric- 
tion has  any  effect  in  producing  more  temperate 
habits  on  the  part  of  the  people  ; is  it  effective  at 
all  in  that  way  ? — No ; what  I recommended 
before  is  what  I consider  proper  legislation  in 
that  way,  namely,  to  put  fines  on  drunkards.  I 
think  it  is  unfair  to  impose  restrictions  upon 
respectable  citizens  and  respectable  people  in  a 
civilised  society  for  the  sake  of  curing  one  in 
every  thousand. 

5116.  In  other  words  if  one  man  out.  of  a 
thousand  commits  himself  it  is  unfair  in  your 
.opinion  to  punish  the  remaining  999  ?— I say  it 
is  most  unfair. 

5117.  Consequently  any  Act  passed  in  that 
direction  would  be  not  merely  a restrictive  one, 
but  a coercive  one  would  it  not?— Certainly  it 
would  be  an  aggressive  Act. 

5118.  You  have  not  at  present,  I presume, 
any  bogus  clubs  in  Clonmel  ? — We  have  not. 

5119.  But  if  there  was  earlier  closing  on 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 
Saturday  evening  do  you  consider  that  the 
working  men  would  band  themselves  together,  in 
the  shape  of  working  men’s  clubs,  to  get  drink? 
— There  is  no  necessity,  as  they  can  get  it  on  a 
Sunday  already. 

5120.  And  you  think  they  would  do  it  still 
more  ? — They  know  very  well  the  house  to  go  to 
to  get  drink. 

.5121.  Would  they  do  it  still  more  on  Saturday 
night  if  there  were  earlier  closing? — Yes,  it 
would  increase  the  business  very  much. 

5122.  What  places  of  amusement,  or  of  recrea- 
tion, or  of  general  resort  are  there  outside 
Clonmel? — There  is  nothing  more  than  a boat- 
house ; boating  clubs  are  the  principal  amusement 
in  the  summer  season. 

5123.  Is  that  at  Marlfield? — It  goes  from 
Clonmel  to  Marlfield. 

5124.  Have  you  any  visitants  coming  into 
Clonmel  on  Sundays  from  the  outlying  districts  ? 
— Yes,  there  are  some  people  who  come  in. 

5125.  Do  they  come  from  a considerable  dis- 
tance ? — They  do. 

5126.  Do  they  feel  aggrived  at  their  not  being 
able  to  get  refreshments  in  Clonmel  when  they 
came  from  a distance  ? — They  do  not  feel 
aggrieved,  for  they  can  get  refreshments  as  bond 
fide  travellers. 

5127.  If  a man  came  from  four  or  five  miles 
distant,  would  he  feel  aggrieved  if  he  were  not 
able  to  get  refreshments  in  Clonmel  ? — He  could 
get  it  if  he  has  come  that  distance. 

5128.  If  we  extend  the  radius  to  seven  miles, 
what  do  you  consider  would  be  felt  about  that  ? 
— I would  not  like  to  be  placed  in  the  position  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  trying  to  make 
up  a revenue.  We  are  speaking  about  the  bond 
fide  traveller  now ; that  is  quite  a different  thing 
to  three  miles. 

Chairman. 

5129.  What  do  you  say  about  the  bond  fide 
traveller  ?- As  far  as  that  is  concerned  I have 
nothing  to  say,  because  I think  the  distance  is 
sufficiently  far. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

5130.  You  consider  that  the  three-mile  radius 
is  sufficiently  far  at  px-esent  ? — I think  so. 

5131.  And  you  would  be  opposed  to  any  ex- 
tension of  that  limit  ? — Certainly ; I do  not 
think  it  would  be  of  the  slightest  advantage. 

5132.  Supposing  the  limit  were  extended  to 
seven  miles,  and  a man  had  to  walk  out  from 
Clonmel  six  miles,  and  back  six  miles,  would  it 
be  a hardship  to  him  not  to  get  refreshment  ?— 
INo,  he  would  make  provision  for  that ; he  would 
bring  it  in  his  pocket. 

5133.  And  the  result  would  be  that  there 
would  be  no  lessening  evil  of  shebeen  drinking  ? 
— Not  at  all. 

5134.  Do  you  know  of  any  evils  or  abuses 
arising  from  the  bond  fide  ti-aveller  system? — 
People  misrepresent  themselves  in  some  cases. 

5135.  Could  the  police  prevent  that  if  they  so 
desired  ? — It  is  very  hard  for  the  police  to  do  so, 
excepting  they  are  very  well  acquainted  with 
the  district,  and  know  where  the  people  come 

5136.  Would  the  extension  from  three  miles 
to  seven  miles  aid  the  police  any  better  to  detect 
it? — No,  it  would  not.  For  instance,  I was 

speaking 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
speaking  to  Mr.  Hamilton  on  the  subject,  and  he 
told  me  that  on  Sunday  mornings  there  is.  a great 
deal  of  drunkenness  in  that  direction  in  the 
country  near  Gallows  Hill.  “ He  knows,”  he  says, 
“ a house.where  they  get  drink.  It  is  a shebeen.” 
I asked  him,  “ How  is  it  that  you  do  not  catch 
them  and  bring  them  up?”  He  said,  “I 
cannot.”  I said,  “ Still  you  are  in  favour  of 
total  Sunday  Closing  ? ” “ I am,”  said  he. 
“ What  special  facilities  would  it  give  to  you  to 
catch  them,  more  than  is  given  to  you  now?  ” I 
asked,  and  he  said  “ He  did  not  see  that  it  would 
give  them  any.” 

5137.  Is  it  your  experience  that  the  police  do 
not  effectually  perform  their  duties  in  this 
respect  ?— Of  course  they  could  pay  more  atten- 
tion to  it  if  they  had  more  time  to  devote  to  it. 
I cannot  find  fault  with  the  police  who  do  their 
duty  fairly  well  in  Clonmel. 

5138.  What  is  your  opinion  as  regards  the 
increase  or  decrease  of  drunkenness  in  Clonmel ; 
is  it  on  the  increase  or  is  it  on  the  decrease  ?—  I 
should  say  it  is  on  the  decrease,  but  what  I 
attribute  that  to  is  the  depression  of  the  times. 

5139.  Is  it  not  also  attributable  to  the  moral  ad- 
vancement of  the  people  ? — Decidedly  ; they  are 
very  much  advanced  in  that  way  ; they  are 
becoming  more  educated. 

5140.  They  are  more  educated  and  they  live 
also  in  better  houses ? — Yes,  and  we  are  getting 
more  facilities  in  the  way  of  Workmen’s  Clubs 
and  Mechanics’  _ Institutes.  We  have  had  a 
Mechanics’  Institute  for  a very  long  time,  but 
the  mechanics  had  not  the  right  of  entrance 
for  some  time,  because  it  was  monopolised  by 
another  class  of  people,  so  that  did  not  succeed. 
Now  that  the  mechanics  have  got  it  they  have 
secured  a very  fine  reading-room  and  smokimo-- 
room. 

5141.  The  Mechanics’  Institute  has  been 
opened  for  a great  number  of  years,  has  it  not  ? 
— Yes,  but  the  mechanics  had  not  the  right  to  go 
to  it,  while  it  went  under  the  title  of  a literary 
institute. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

5142.  They  do  not  sell  drink  there,  do  they? 

-No.  y 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

5143.  Is  it  likely  that  such  an  institute  may  be 
converted  into  a club  where  they  can  sell  drink  ? 

— I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  they  would 
be  able  to  convert  it  into  a club  of  that  kind. 

5144.  There  would  be  dissatisfaction  if  further 
restrictions  were  placed  upon  them  ? — Yes.  The 
Clonmel  people  themselves  feel  they  are  entitled 
to  get  beer  on  Sundays. 

5145.  On  the  whole  may  I infer  from  what 
you  have  stated  that  it  would  be  injudicious  and 
injurious  in  the  public  interest,  especially  having 
regard  to  the  morality  of  the  people,  to  place 
any  further  restrictions  on  the  existing  trade? — 

I say  so. 

5146.  And  that  on  the  contrary  you  consider 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  open  the  public- 
houses  for  some  few  hours  on  the  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

5147.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  how  many 
persons  you  have  consulted  in  regard  to  this 
question  of  Sunday  closing;  do  you  think  you 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued, 
have  consulted  20  ? — I do  not  know ; I really 
could  not  give  any  idea  of  the  number. 

5148.  How  manydid  you  speak  to  with  regard 
to  Saturday  evening  closing  ?— I was  not  speak- 
ing to  so  many  on  Saturday  evening  early  closing. 
1 said  there  might  be  40  people  spoke  to  me  on 
the  subject.  I may  say  that  I have  had  an 
opportunity  of  getting  the  opinions  of  men  of 
very  long  experience  in  that  way,  such  as  the 
petty  sessions  clerk  and  people  of  that  kind, 
ihey  all  gave  me  a good  deal  of  their  opinion 
upon  their  view  about  the  feelings  of  the  people, 
and  what  their  feelings  are. 

5149.  I think  you  said  that  the  hours  of  closing 
were  the  worst  hours  for  drinking?— I say  that 
for  taking  it  away  to  their  houses.  They  send 
young  children  for  gallons  of  beer,  and  take  it 
away  to  their  own  houses. 

5150.  "Would  not  it  be  a good  thing,  in  your 
opinion,  for  the  public-houses  to  be  opened  late 
on  Saturday  night  and  to  keep  them  open  all 
night  ? — Keeping  them  open  all  night  would  be 
rather  a dangerous  thing. 

5151.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  them  to  be 
opened  until  M onday  morning ; that  would  prevent 
drunkenness,  would  it  not,  according  to  your 
view?— It  would  not  suit  the  health  of  the 
people  who  cannot  have  hands  for  night  and  day, 
people  have  something  else  to  do  besides  drink- 
ing. I think  eleven  o’clock  is  the  usual  hour  in 
which  they  retire  to  their  own  homes.  At  that 
time  they  would  be  looking  for  bed,  except  it  be 
real  drunkards,  and  of  course  there  is  a place  to 
put  them. 

5152.  Do  many  of  the  licensed  people  keep 
assistants? — Yes. 

5153.  Do  not  you  think  it  is  very  late  to  keep 
them  until  eleven  at  night?— Yes;  and  those 
people  who  have  assistants  let  them  go  out  in  the 
evening  and  replace  them.  The  eleven  o’clock 
does  not  apply  in  other  nights  the  same  as  to 
Saturday. 

5154.  What  time  do  they  close  on  other  nights  ? 
— Some  houses  close  at  seven,  and,  generally, 
the  grocers  close  at  eight. 

5155.  I mean  bcn&Jide  public-houses? — They 
do  not  close  until  eleven  on  any  night  in  the 
week. 

5156.  Do  you  think  that  a reasonable  time  to 
keep  assistants  at  work  ? — Those  have  not  many 
assistants;  they  attend  to  those  things  themselves. 
Unfortunately  it  is  easy  to  attend  to  a business 
in  these  times. 

Mr.  Peter  Donald. 

5157.  The  great  majority  of  the  people  do 
their  own  business  themselves  ? — Yes,  those  who 
are  dependent  on  the  publicans’  business  alone. 

5158.  And  the  houses  in  which  assistams  are 
employed  are  comparatively  few  ? — Compara- 
tively few,  and  they  close  at  seven. 

Mr.  A gg-  Gardner. 

5159.  I think  Clonmel  is  one  of  the  un- 
exempted towns ; it  is  not  an  exempted  district  ? 

— It  is  not  exempted ; the  Act  is  in  force 
there. 

5160.  Still  people  do  get  intoxicated  in  Clon- 
mel, do  they  not? — They  do. 

5161.  And  a large  number  of  them: — I can- 
not say  that.  I know  myself  that  I have  seen 

D d a great 
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Mr.  Agg- Gardner — continued, 
a great  many  who  take  advantage  of  getting 
outside  the  borough,  because  then  they  are  safe 
there  ; they  are  not  so  much  interfered  with.  I 
see  a good  deal  of  drunkenness,  but  people  are 
not  brought  up  for  it.  Of  course,  some  of  them 
get  drunk  in  their  own  houses  where  we  cannot 
get  at  them. 

5162.  Do  they  get  . drink  in  their  private 

houses  ? — They  have  drink  in  _ their  private 
houses,  especially  on  a Saturday  night,  but  total 
Sunday  closing,  of  course,  is  a terrible  inducement 
to  them  to  bring  it  home,  and  I think  it  leads  to 
great  abuse.  . . 

5163.  I suppose  in  Ireland,  as  it  is  in  England, 
if  a man  gets  intoxicated  in  a public-house,  and 
the  publican  serves  him  with  more  refreshment* 
he  does  so  at  the  risk  of  his  license  ?— -Yes. 

5164.  Therefore  a drunken  person  in  a public- 
house  is  more  under  the  control  of  the  publican? 
—He  is  under  the  control  of  the  publican  to  a 
great  extent. 

5165.  And  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  publican 
to  turn  him  out  if  he  gets  drunk  and  not  to 
supply  him  with  more  drink  ? — Certainly.  . 

5166.  Whereas,  in  a private  house,  there  is  no 
control  over  a man  in  that  respect?  No,  there  is 
no  control  over  him  there. 

5167.  Therefore,  the  private  drinking  you 
think  is  more  demoralizing  than  the  drinking  in 
public-houses  ? - Yes,  I think  it  is  more  demoral- 
izing, for  example,  to  the  family.  _ 

5168.  That  is  the  present  practice  in  Clonmel 
under  the  Sunday  Closing  Acts  ? — Yes. 

5169.  And  you  think  it  is  likely  to  increase  the 

moral  danger  if  you  extend  it  to  earlier  closing 
on  Saturday? -That  is  my  opinion  and  the 
opinion  of  all  those  whom  I have  come  into  con- 
tact with.  . , , 

5170.  You  have  been  asked,  with  regard  to  the 
corporation,  and  I think  you  said  that  the  feeling 
of  the  corporation  was  against  the  continuance  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act?— That  is  the  feeling  of 
the  majority  of  the  members  that  I consulted. 

5171.  Out  of  14,  I think  you  said  that  six 
are  connected  with  public-houses  ?— No,  I did 
not  say  that;  I think  there  would  be  either  five 
or  six  out  of  the  24. 

5172.  Do  you  think  that  there  are  a good  many 
persons  in  the  Corporation  who  are  interested  in 
what  is  called  teetotalism,  who  are  members  of 
Temperance  Associations  ?— There  may  be  some. 

5173.  I suppose  that  they  feel  an  interest  on 
their  side  of  the  question  as  the  owner  of  a 
public-house  does  on  his  side  of  the  question  ?— 
Of  course  they  do. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

5174.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a member 
of  a temperance  organization  in  the  Cor- 
poration of  Clonmel  who  takes  as  keen  an  in- 
terest on  his  side  as  publicans  do  on  the  other 
side? — I did  not  give  the  name  of  anybody. 

Mr,  Agg-Gardner. 

5175.  Are  there  any  members  of  the  tem- 
perance organization  in  the  Corporation  of 
Clonmel? — There  may  be;  I do  not  know  pre- 
cisely, but  there  is  one  member  I know  who  is 
in  favour  of  temperance,  and  he  is  a Quaker.  Still, 
in  conversation,  he  admitted  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  have  a partial  Sunday  opening. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

5176.  Ia.it  not  usually  the  case  that  those  who 
are  in  favour  of  temperance  or  teetotalism,  are  as 
intense  upon  the  joint  as  those  who  are  opposed 
to  them  on  principle  ?— Yes,  certainly,  those  who 
are  in  favour  of  it  (eel  very  strongly  on  the 
subject;  that  is  the  experience  of  everybody. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

5177.  Therefore  you  would  balance  the  one 
against  the  other  so  far  as  the  interested  evidence 
goes? — Yes,  certainly. 

5178.  You  say  that  early  closing  on  Saturday, 
or  closing  at  nine  o’clock,  would  inflict  a great 
deal  of  hardship;  upon  certain  members  of  the 
community  in  Clonmel  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

5179.  I suppose  trains  arrive  in  the  night  at 
Clonmel  as  in  other  towns? — Up  to  ten  o'clock; 
people  work  later  there  than  they  do  m larger 
places  very  often,  and  they  wait  until  a later 
hour  to  market  as  they  have  not  an  opportunity 
of  making  their  market  before. 

5180.  If  they  desire  to  get  in  any  refreshment 
for  the  Sunday  they  would  not  be  able  to  do  so 
if  the  public-houses  were  closed  earlier? — No; 
most  of  the  publicans  in  Clonmel  are  general 
grocers,  and  there  are  a great  number  of  them. 

° 5181.  Are  there  any  music  halls  or  other 
places  of  entertainment  in  Clonmel? — No,  no 
permanent  ones. 

5182.  On  the  whole  you  think  it  would  be 
a hardship  and  unjust  to  the  people  to  close 
the  public-houses  at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturdays  ? — 
It  would  be  a great  hardship  upon  the  people, 
and  there  would  be  a great  jealousy,  and  people 
would  not  stand  it. 

5183.  You  think  that  if  they  were  not  allowed 
to  have  as  much  drink  as  they  like  after  nine 
o’clock  the  consequence  might  be  serious  ?— Yes, 
it  might  be  serious. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

5184.  You  stated  that  you  are  the  proprietor 
of  an  hotel  in  Clonmel;  what  class  is  your 
license? — A seven-day  license. 

5185.  That  is  an  undertaking,  which  you  are 

carrying  on  in  connection  with  your  other 
business? — Yes.  t 

5186.  And  it  naturally  would  maxe  a differ- 
ence to  you  personally  it  the  hotel  could  be  open 
for  certain  hours  on  Sundays? — No,  I would 
never  open  on  Sundays,  and  I never  did. 

5187.  If  Clonmel  was  an  exempted  town,  or 
if  in  this  town,  according  to  what  you  suggest  to 
the  Committee,  your  hotel  was  open  from  the 
hours  of  two  to  six  o’clock,  naturally  that  would 
make  a difference  in  the  returns  of  your  business 
as  an  hotel  proprietor  ?— It  is  likely  it  would. 

5188.  Of  course,  therefore,  it  would  be  to  your 

advantage  if  you  could  open  your  hotel  say  from 
two  to  six  o’clock  on  Sundays?— I certainly 
think  it  would  be  an.  advantage  to  the  legitimate 
trade.  ■ 

5189.  An  advantage,  1 mean,  to  yourself  as  a 
trader? — Yes,  and  to  all  licensed. traders. 

519G.  You  stated  that  there  had  been  a great 
increase  of  shebeening.  in  Clonmel  ; has  that 
been  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  18/8?— 
Yes. 

5191.  Have  you  any  figures  or  statistics  to 
prove  that?— No,  I have  no  figures. 
v 5192.  How 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

5192.  How  do  you  know  that  there  are  more 
shebeens  in  Clonmel  than  there  were  formerly  ? 
— I know  it  from  consulting  the  priests  and  the 
police. 

5193.  How  do  yon  reconcile  the  statement 
you  made  that  the  moral  condition  of  the  people 
is  better,  and  that  there  is  not  much  drinking  ; 
how  do  you  reconcile  that  with  the  increase  of 
shebeens  ? — There  is  not  so  much  public  drunken- 
ness, but  there  may  be  more  immoralities  going 
on,  and  more  drinking  and  things  of  that  kind. 

Chairman. 

5194.  Is  it  your  evidence  that  there  may  be 
more  immorality  and  more  intoxication? — I state 
that  on  authority. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

5195.  You  say  there  is  more  drunkenness 
going  on  in  private  ? — Yes,  there  is  on  Sundays, 
— 1 would  not  exactly  say  drunkenness;  it  is 
very  hard  to  define  it;  but  I will  say  that  there 
is  more  drinking.  There  is  a difference  between 
drunkenness  and  drinking. 

5196.  Did  you  not  tell  me  that  since  the  Act 
of  1878  was  passed,  there  is  more  drinking  going 
on  than  was  previously  the  case  ? — More  illicit 
drinking. 

5197.  More  drinking  altogether?—!  would 
not  say  more  drinking  altogether-,  because  I 
think  the  moral  slate  of  the  people  is  better. 

5198.  No  more  people  drink  on  Sundays  now 
than  did  so  before  1878  ? — I could  not  answer 
that  question. 

5199.  In  your  Corporation,  which  I think  you 
said  consisted  of  24  members,  you  consulted  14  ? — 
Perhaps  it  was  15  or  16 ; I did  not  take  the 
exact  number ; as  I met  them,  I asked  them 
about  it. 

5200.  You  consulted  them  since  you  have 
been  summoned  to  this  Committee  ? — Yes. 

5201.  Tn  order  to  have  some  facts  placed 
before  us  I presume  ? — Exactly  so. 

5202.  How  many  publicans  or  people  directly 
or  indirectly  connected  with  the  sale  of  drink 
have  you  in  your  Corporation  altogether? — I 
should  say  either  five  or  six  out  of  the  24, 

5203.  So  that  one-fourth  of  the  Corporation 
are  interested  in  the  trade  directly  or  indirectly? 
— Yes,  that  is  my  ans  tver. 

5204.  I think  you  say  that  you  consulted 
several  independent  people  in  the  town  in  order 
to  get  at  the  public  opinion  respecting  Sunday 
closing? — Yes. 

5205.  Whom  did  you  consult? — The  priests, 
some  of  the  tradespeople,  some  of  the  lawyers, 
and  some  of  the  solicitors  and  people  of  that  kind 
that  I came  into  contact  with. 

• 5206.  And  the  tradespeople  that  you  con- 
sulted have  been  more  or  less  grocers  I suppose  ? 
— No. 

5207.  You  are  aware  I px-esume  that  in  Clon- 
mel there  are  97  spirit  grocers;  did  you  consult 
any  of  those? — No,  I did  not  consult  them;  at 
least  I am  not  aware  that  I consulted  any  of 
them. 

5208.  You  did  not  make  it  a point  to  consult 
people  who  have  no  connection  with  the  trade? 
— No,  I did  not  make  any  point  in  that  way, 
only  as  I happened  to  meet  them. 

5209.  Indiscriminately  ? — Yes. 

0.67. 


Mr.  .Theory— continued. 

5210.  Did  you  consult  any  working  people  or 
any  representative  of  the  working  classes? — I 
did. 

5211.  What  sort  of  men  'were  they  ? — I con- 
sulted painters  and  carpenters  and  that  class  of 
people.  I happen  to  be  president  of  the  Me- 
chanics’ Institute  during  my  year  of  office,  and  I 
came  into  contact  with  these  men,  and  I had  the 
opinions  of  some  of  them. 

5212.  What  is  their  opinion  ? — Their  opinion 
was  that  public-houses  should  be  opened  for  some 
time  on  Sundays. 

5213.  That  was  the  answer  of  that  class ; was 
there  no  exception  ? — No,  there  was  no  excep- 
tion. 

5214.  Respecting  earlier  closing  on  Saturday 
night,  at  what  time  do  the  manufactories  close  in 
Clonmel  on  Saturday  ? — Some  of  those  who  have 
a large  number  of  employes  close  at  four,  more  at 
five,  many  at  seven,  and  some,  where  there  are 
only  a small  number  of  hands,  close  at  eight  and 
nine  o’clock  very  often. 

5215.  Is  there  no- half-holiday  in  Clonmel  ? — 
No  fixed  one.  Where  there  are  agi-eat  number 
of  men  employed  I think  they  give  them  a half- 
holiday on  Satui-day  or  Monday. 

^ 5216.  Do  the  large  establishments  in  Clonmel 
close  at  two  o’clock  on  Saturdays  ? — N o ; the 
half-holiday  is  made  up  by  giving  them  a certain 
length  of  time  at  dinner.  I do  not  know  exactly 
what  the  arrangement  is.  Unfortunately  fac- 
tories are  things  of  the  past  in  Clonmel.  We 
have  no  large  industries  there  now  ; they  are  all 
crippled. 

5217.  What  is  your  market  day  in  Clonmel  ?— 
Saturday. 

5218.  What  time  do  the  counti-y  people  leave? 
— The  country  people  leave  at  vai-ious  times; 
sometimes  they  leave  not  so  early;  sometimes 
earlier.  It  depends  upon  the  time  they  come  in, 
and  the  class  of  marketing  that  they  have  to  do. 

5219.  What  would  you  say  is  the  avei-age 
hour  ? — -It  would  be  very  hard  to  say  that. 
Some  people  will  come  in  with  poultry  in  the 
morning,  and  some  will  come  in  with  hay  in  the 
morning,  and  on  some  occasions  it  is  swept  away 
by  ten  o’clock.  I have  seen  them  come  in  at 
five  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

5220.  Do  you  ever  see  any  of  the  country 
people  in  the  town  after  seven  at  night  ? — Yes. 

5221.  I think  you  have  said  that  you  have 
given  the  question  of  Saturday  closing  very  little 
consideration? — Very  little  consideration  indeed. 

5222.  And  that  you  have  not  consulted  many 
people  on  the  subject  ? — I have  not  consulted 
many  people  on  it. 

5223.  Have  you  made  up  your  mind  upon  it  ? 
— Yes,  I have  made  up  my  mind,  and  1 think  it  would 
not  be  any  advantage  in  the  way  of  preventing 
drunkenness.  I think,  if  you  want  to  rectify  it, 
the  pi-oper  way  is  to  legislate  in  that  direction, 
which  I stated  before. 

5224.  Am  I to  undei'stand  that  you  would  not 
deal  with  this  question  of  intemperance,  not  by 
total  closing,  or  by  the  reduction  of  the  hours  of 
opening  on  Sundays,  but  by  the  imposition  of 
fines? — By  the  imposition  of  fines  and  imprison- 
ment if  necessai-y. 

5225.  Would  you  imprison  the  publican  as 
well  as  the  drunkard  ? — I do  not  know  what  you 
mean  by  the  publican. 

D D 2 5226.  Would 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

5226.  Would  you  punish  the  publican  who 
supplied  an  intoxicated  man  with  drink  ? — 
Certainly  I would. 

5227.  And  would  you  punish  him  equally  with 
the  drunkard  ? — Y es,  certainly.  There  is  some- 
times such  a thing  as  a person  getting  what  we 
call  a sell  in  this  way.  A man  will  come  in  quite 
sober  into  an  establishment,  or  not  under  the 
influence  of  drink,  and  perhaps  he  will  have  a 
glass  of  ale,  and  in  that  time  he  will  appear  very 
much  under  the  influence  of  drink. 

5228.  From  what  you  have  gathered,  there  is 
a strong  feeling  against  Sunday  closing  in  Clon- 
mel ? — There  is  a strong  feeling.  Every  man 
that  you  meet  with,  not  alone  in  Clonmel,  but 
throughout  the  country  generally,  is  against  it. 

5229.  The  majority  of  your  corporation,  and 
most  of  the  people  that  you  have  spoken  to  in 
Clonmel,  are  against  Sunday  closing? — Yes. 

5230.  How  is  it  that  there  has  been  no  meet- 
ing against  this  question  of  Sunday  closing  if 
the  feeling  is  so  strong  as  you  represent  to  the 
Committee,  and  that  there  has  been  no  expression 
of  that  opinion,  either  by  petition  or  by  public 
meeting? — Nobody  takes  such  an  interest  in  it. 
There  is  no  organization  amongst  the  licensed 
traders. 

5231.  I do  not  want  the  opinion  of  the  traders? 
I understood  from  you  that  apart  from  the  trade 
there  was  a very  strong  feeling  amongst  the  in- 
dependent people,  and  a marked  majority  of  the 
corporation,  the  priests,  and,  in  fact,  everybody 
who  was  consulted,  in  favour  of  Sunday  opening, 
and  I want  to  know  why  there  has  been  no  public 
meeting  and  no  public  expression  of  opinion  ? — 
I do  not  know.  I took  no  interest  in  having  a 
public  meeting;  it  might  be  said,  as  I had  a 
license,  that  1 was  interested. 

5232.  But  before  you  were  Mayor,  before  the 
Act  was  passed  in  1878,  was  there  no  meeting- 
held  on  the  subject  ? —I  think  there  was  a pro- 
test against  it.  1 am  not  aware  exactly  how  that 

5233.  I understand  that,  notwithstanding  the 
great  interest  of  everybody  that  you  consulted, 
including  the  corporation,  and  the  great  hardship 
that  it  is  to  have  the  public-houses  closed  on 
Sunday,  still  no  meeting  had  been  held  in  Clon- 
mel on  the  subject? — No  meeting  has  been  held. 

5234.  And  no  offer  has  been  made  to  alter  the 
present  law  ? — No  ; not  in  the  way  of  a public 
meeting. 

5235.  Or  by  any  other  means ; have  you 
communicated  with  your  Member  of  Parliament 
about  i t ? — I have  not. 

5236.  Or  with  anybody  in  the  town? — I could 
not  pronounce  for  the  people  of  the  town  in  that 
way. 

5237.  And  you  have  had  great  experience ; as 
you  have  been  13  years  in  the  town,  you  know  the 
people,  and  you  have  been  gathering  public 
opinion  all  round? — Yes. 

5238.  We  may,  therefore,  take  it  that  if  there 
is  any  feeling  against  it,  it  is  not  so  powerful  as  to 
cause  any  agitation  on  the  subject  ?-— They  did 
not  look  at  it  in  that  serious  manner,  as  they  did 
not.  think  that  there  was  the  slightest  pro- 
bability of  this  Act  being  carried. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

5239.  There  is  no  organisation  of  the  trades, 
I think  you  said  ? — No  ; there  is  not.  I stated 
that  already. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

5240.  I am  not  talking  of  trade  organisation, 
but  of  the  independent  public  ; you  stated  that 
quite  the  independent  public  are  decidedly 
against  Sunday  closing  in  Clonmel? — Yes;  I 
said  so. 

5241.  I ask  you  how  you  can  account  to  me 
or  to  the  Committee  why  there  has  been  no  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  this  large  majority 
against  Sunday  closing  ? — I really  believe  that 
they  did  not  know  that  I was  coming  here. 

5242.  Do  1 understand  you  that  if  they  knew 
that  you  were,  coming  to  this  Committee,  they 
would  have  sent  a petition  ? — Of  course  they 
would  have  held  a meeting.  If  I had  made  the 
slightest  suggestion  about  it,  I could  have  done 
it,  and  have  had  their  opinion ; and,  if  you  are 
anxious  to  hear  it,  when  I return  I will  have  a 
meeting  called. 

5243.  Up  to  now,  you  have  had  no  suggestion 
as  Mayor  that  a meeting  should  be  convened; 
nobody  has  ever  thought  about  it? — I do  not  see 
how  you  can  know  the  feelings  of  anybody ; 
I am  giving  you  the  opinion  of  those  whom  I 
have  come  in  contact  with,  but  if  you  wish  it  I 
will  convene  the  meeting. 

5244.  Why  did  you  say  that  the  balance  of 
opinion  was  against  Sunday  closing  ? — I meant 
the  feeling  of  the  people  that  I came  into  con- 
tact with. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

5245.  Were  they  representative  people? — 
Certainly  they  were  ; the  Administrator  of  Saint 
Peter  and  Saint  Paul’s  was  a very  good  repre- 
sentative of  the  feeling  of  the  public. 

Chairman. 

5246.  Can  you  give  an  explanation  of  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  no  expression  of  public  opinion 
in  Clonmel  ? — I say  that  there  is  no  organisation 
existing  in  Clonmel  to  take  an  interest  and  initiate 
it.  I did  not  wish  to  take  it  upon  myself  to  call 
a meeting,  but  if  it  happened  that  there  was  an 
expression  of  opinion  from  the  people  of  Clonmel 
I would  have  taken  that  course. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

5247.  You  stated  that  there  is  a decrease  in 
the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  of  Clonmel; 
what  do  you  attribute  that  to  ? — What  I said  was 
that  there  was  a decrease  in  the  drunkenness. 
There  is  a vast  difference  between  drinking  and 
drunkenness. 

5248.  What  do  you  attribute  that  to? — I attri- 
bute it,  as  I told  you  before,  to  the  depression  of 
the  times  very  much. 

5249.  You  do  not  attribute  it  to  the  fact  that 
the  public-houses  are  closed  on  Sundays  ? — No, 
I do  not,  because  I do  not  think  that  that  would 
prevent  one  drunkard  in  Clonmel  from  getting 
drink. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

5250.  Did  I rightly  understand  you  in  the 
early  part  of  your  evidence  to  say  that  your  im- 
pression was  that  Sunday  closing  caused  a good 
deal  of  illicit  drinking  ? — Yes. 

5251.  Then 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


213 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  OK  SUKDAY  OLOSIKO  ACTS  (iBELAXD). 

10  May  1888.] Mr.  Mukpht.  {Continued. 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued. 

5251.  Then  the  result  of  that  would  be  that 
the  people  who  wanted  to  get  drink,  instead  of 
protesting  against  the  Act,  would  get  it  illicitly  ? 
— Yes,  they  would  get  it  illicitly. 

5252.  Does  that,  in  your  judgment,  account  to 
any  extent  for  there  being  no  expression  of  public 
opinion? — Certainly,  that  explains  it  in  my 
opinion  very  much. 

5253.  Have  you  heard  of  any  wish  on  the  part 
of  anyone  to  get  up  a meeting  in  support  of  the 
Act,  or  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  temperance 
advocates  or  otherwise  ? — No,  there  has  been  no 
attempt  either  one  way  or  the  other  according  to 
my  knowledge. 

5254.  Do  you  believe  that  there  is  any  strong 
feeling  in  the  town  (I  do  not  say  on  the  part  of 
the  majority)  in  favour  of  shortening  the  hours  of 
opening  on  Saturdays? — I believe  the  feeling  is 
against  shortening  the  hours. 

5255.  But  there  has  been  no  attempt  to  test 
public  opinion  upon  that  question  in  Clonmel  on 
the  part  of  any  body? — No. 

5256.  I suppose  when  you  came  here  you  had 
some  idea  of  the  subject  you  were  going  to  be 
examined  upon  ? — That  I was  going  to  be  exa- 
mined on  Sunday  closing. 

5257.  Was  there  any  suggestion  that  you  were 
going  to  be  examined  on  Saturday  night  closing? 
— No:  I got  a summons  with  regard  to  Sunday 
closing. 

5258.  It  was  never  suggested  to  you  that  a Bill 
relating  to  Saturday  night  closing  might  be  re- 
ferred to  this  Committee  ?— No.  I thought  I 
might  be  asked  questions  with  regard  to  it,  but  I 
did  not  canvass  anyone  for  their  opinions. 

5259.  You  did  not  treat  that  as  the  object  for 
which  you  were  brought  here? — No  ; I had  one 
or  two  conversations  with  a few  people,  but  I did 
not  take  that  great  interest  in  it  which  I did  in 
the  other  subject. 

5260.  You  were  asked  one  question  with 
regard  to  bond  fide  travellers,  and  you  stated 
that  if  the  radius  for  bond  fide  travellers  were 
extended  it  would  not  be  a good  thing  for  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  something  of 
that  kind:  what  did  you  mean  by  that?— What 
I meant  by  the  bond  fide  traveller  was,  that 
people  will  <:o  to  those  houses  where  illicit,  drink- 
ing is  carried  on,  and  that  illicit  distillation  would 
make  its  way  into  that  class  of  houses  where  they 
could  be  supplied  with  it,  and  therefore  there 
would  be  no  revenue  paid  for  that  traffic. 

5261.  They  would  drink  stuff  that  had  not 
paid  duty? — Yes,  that  is  what  I meant.  I know 
myself  I was  asked  not  very  long  since  to  have 
some  of  that  stuff. 

5262.  In  the  hotel  that  you  keep  how  many 
bedrooms  do  you  make  up? — I have  about  35 
beds. 

5263.  Have  you  a commercial  room  ? — Yes, 
but  commercial  travellers  do  not  stay  there.  It 
is  not  exactly  a commercial  hotel ; it  is  more  for 
business  people,  for  buyers  and  dealers,  cattle 
dealers,  horse  dealers,  and  all  that  class  of  people. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

5264.  You  have  mentioned  that  a certain  pro- 
portion of  the  public-houses  were  of  such  a class 
that  they  sold  liquor  on  Sundays  in  a surreptitious 
manner;  about  how  many  of  that  sort  would 
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Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

there  be  in  Clonmel  ? — I would  say  that  perhaps 
there  might  be  nine  or  10  of  them. 

5265.  About  how  many  shebeen  houses  would’ 
there  be  ? — It  is  not  very  easy  to  make  out  all  of 
them.  I heard  the  other  night  that  there  were 
six  or  seven  of  them  in  Clonmel ; I knew  myself 
of  two  or  three  houses  two  or  three  years  ago, 
but  they  have  ceased  now,  and  other  houses  have 
sprung  up. 

5266.  How  many  police  have  you  in  Clonmel  ? 
— I should  say  there  would  be  about  40. 

5267.  I suppose  the  principal  business  of  those 
low  public-houses  is  the  sale  of  drink  on  Sundays, 
and  they  do  not  do  so  much  business  on  week- 
days, as  people  go  to  the  better  class  of  houses 
on  week  days? — Precisely  so  ; people  go  to  the 
better  class  of  houses  on  week-days. 

5288.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  the  head  of  the 
police  were  to  put  a policeman  at  the  front  door, 
and  another  at  the  back  door,  he  could  kill  the 
trade  of  those  houses  in  a very  few  weeks  ? — I 
do  not  know  that  he  could  kill  it  in  a very  few 
weeks.  Of  course  he  would  be  able  to  tell  who 
were  there,  but  I think  that  the  detective  system 
would  be  about  the  best. 

5269.  You  think  that  if  the  police  did  their 
business  very  energetically  those  things  could  be 
put  a stop  to?— I should  say  so;  but  I should 
say  that  it  would  be  a very  good  thing  not  to 
concede  a license  to  houses  that  were  not  valued 
at  12  l.  a year. 

5270.  You  think  the  proper  thing  would  be  to 
have  a minimum  rating  for  a license  ? — Yes. 

5271.  You  told  us  that  if  the  public-houses 
were  closed  at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  instead 
of  eleven  o’clock  you  would  expect  that  there 
would  be  a great  rush  at  nine  o’clock  to  get 
drink  to  be  taken  to  the  houses,  and  thus  the 
wives  would  be  tempted  to  drink? — Yes,  and  the 
children  too. 

5272.  Do  you  think  that  if  this  drink  is  good 
for  the  husband,  and  the  wife  would  take  a small 
portion  of  it  it  would  do  her  harm  ?— I think  they 
are  very  well  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  now 
in  that  direction. 

5273.  If  they  are  able  to  take  care  of themselves 
they  might  be  able  to  abstain  from  drink  even  if 
it  were  in  the  same  house  ? — Unfortunately  the 
tendency  is  the  other  way  with  women. 

Mr.  Rowntrec. 

5274.  Do  I understand  that  you  can  give  us 
no  facts  at  all  in  support  of  your  opinion  that 
shebeening  has  greatly  increased  ? — I thought  I 
gave  you  some  facts. 

5275.  Will  you  kindly  enumerate  them? — I 
got  information  from  the  priests  and  from  the 
police  that  those  shebeen  houses  were  very  much 
increased  since  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  and 
that  they  were  a very  bad  class  of  houses,  and 
very  bad  and  demoralizing  to  the  people  who  go 
into  them. 

5276.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  which  of 
the  police  you  got  that  information  from  ? — I got 
it  from  the  head  constable  and  from  a special 
constable. 

5277.  Do  you  mean  from  Mr.  Hamilton? — No> 
I mean  from  head  constable  Hanna. 

5278.  Then  these  are  the  opinions  of  the  police 
and  the  priests? — Yes. 

D d 3 5279.  With 
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Mr.  Rowntree — continued. 

5279.  With  regard  to  the  statement  which 
you  gave  us  as  to  drunkenness  being  on  the 
decrease,  do  I understand  that  you  qualified  that 
afterwards  by  saying  that  whilst  there  was  a 
decrease  of  drunkenness  there  was  not  a decrease 
of  drinking?  Would  you  mind  telling  me 
precisely  what  you  meant  by  that? — That  general 
drunkenness  was  on  the  decrease. 

5280.  Did  you  not  go  on  to  suggest  that  there 
was  more  drinking  and  more  immorality  ? — I 
mean  that  there  was  more  carried  on  in  those 
shebeen  houses  than  what  would  be  the  case  in 
the  legitimate  ones. 

5281.  1 understood  you  to  say  that  there  was 
more  drunkenness  and  more  immorality  generally 
in  Clonmel  ? — I did  not  say  that,  and  I did  not 
wish  to  convey  that  impression. 

5282.  How  do  you  wish  to  put  it  then  ? — I 
mean  that  the  class  of  Sunday  drinking  that  goes 
on  in  those  shebeens  is  more  demoralising.  Of 
course  we  are  all  aware  that  vice  does  exist,  and 
I think  that  the  authorities  ought  to  keep  their 
eye  as  close  as  they  possibly  can  on  it  ; and  it  is 
better  done  by  having  the  houses  open  where 
you  can  see  this  thing  going  on,  and  not  having 
it  in  the  illicit  places. 

5283.  Do  you  mean  to  qualify  that  when  you 
speak  about  vice,  is  there  more  flagrant  vice  in 
Clonmel  now  than  there  was? — Do  you  mean 
more  vice  or  more  drinking  ? 

5284.  Put  it  how  you  like?— It  is  very  hard 
to  give  an  opinion  in  that  way.  I say  that  those 
houses  tend  to  increase  immorality. 

5285.  Did  you  not  t ell  us  that  in  consequence 
of  education,  and  in  consequence  of  the  many 
facilities  for  improvement  in  the  town,  there  was 
a distinct  social  improvement  in  Clonmel  ? — Yes. 

5286.  I understood  you  to  say  that  on  the  one 
hand  there  was  an  increase  of  demoralising 
influences,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there 
was  an  improvement  in  the  social  state  of  things. 
How  do  you  reconcile  those  two  conflicting  states 
of  things? — I say  that  the  shebeens  would 
increase  the  immorality. 

5287.  I want  to  know  whether  they  have  done 
so? — Of  course  they  have  done  so.  I am  quite 
sure  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  way  of 
young  women  going  into  those  places  -where 
the  soldiers  go,  and  dancing  houses,  and  places 
of  that  kind  ; and  then  this  drink  is  introduced 
on  Sundays. 

5288.  Then  you  say  there  is  more  immorality 
as  a whole  ? — I have  to  confine  it  to  those  places. 

I will  not  say  there  is  more  immorality  on  the 
whole. 

5289.  You  told  us,  did  you  not,  that  in  your 
opinion,  the  most  effectual  remedy  that  had  been 
applied  to  this  condition  of  things  was  the  in- 
crease of  the  fines  inflicted  upon  persons  arrested? 
— Yes,  I did,  and  say  that  it  did  more  to  prevent 
Sunday  drunkenness  than  any  Act  of  Parliament 
that  you  would  pass. 

5290.  Did  you  not  tell  us  that  the  police  for 
the  last  three  or  four  years  had  not  been  quite  so 
active  as  you  think  they  should  have  been  ? — 
Notin  the  way  in  detecting  drunkenness. 

5291.  Can  you  give  me  the  date  when  this 
increased  severity  of  the  fines  was  commenced  ? 
— I could  not  give  you  the  date. 

5292.  Was  it  in  1883  ? — I could  not  say  the 
date,  for  I did  not  know  that  it  was  in  existence 


Mr.  Rowntree — continued, 
at.all  until  I took  office  myself;  and  all  the  three 
mayors  who  preceded  me  told  me  that  it  had  had 
more  to  do  with  stopping  drunkenness  than  any 
Act  of  Parliament. 

5293.  Then  it  is  not.  from  facts  within  your 
own  knowledge  that  you  are  giving  this  evidence  ? 
— Nothing  more  than  from  experience  and 
seeing  it  on  the  books. 

5294.  You  mean  your  experience  or  'somebody 
else’s  ? — I mean  my  own  experience.  I am  telling 
you  my  own  experience  aud  I have  given  you 
the  experience  of  those  who  preceded  me. 

5295.  Mr.  Hamilton  told  us  it  .was  in  the  year 
1883  that  the  severity  of  the  fines  was  increased; 
do  you  know  anything  .against  that  at  all  ? — -I  do 
not. 

5296.  Can  you  give  me  an  explanation  of  this : 
that  in  the  four  years  after  the  increased  severity 
of  fines,  there  were  144  cases,  and  in  the  four 
years  before  there  were  103  ; in  the  face  of  your 
statement  that  the: police  have  been  less  vigilant 
in  the  last  four  years,  ean  you  tell  me  how  that 
bears  out  your  statement  that  this  is  the  most 
efficient  remedy? — Of  course  I have  my  own 
experience  that  we  had  only  had  four  cases  of 
Sunday  drunkenness  since  I came  into  office. 

5297.  Gan  you  give  us  any  other  facts  in  sup- 
port of  your  statement  that  this  increased  severity 
of  fining  was  the  most  efficient  remedy,  as  the 
figures  do  not  show  it? — I cannot  give  you  any 
other  reason  for  it, 

5298.  You  told  us,  did  you  not,  that  in  some 
of  those  lowest  class  of  houses  they  use  a patent 
stuff  which  tends  to  send  people  mad  ? — I said 
that  that  would  be  the  case  in  those  shebeens,  and 
I believe  that  they  do  get  terribly  bad  stuff  to 
drink.  I have  been  told  that ; of  course  I have 
not  experienced  it  myself. 

5299.  Has  anyone  every  been  brought  to  jus- 
tice for  selling  any  patent  kind  of  stuff  that  sends 
people  mad  ? — No,  I am  not  aware  of  any  one. 

5300.  And  no  one  even  has  been  prosecuted  ? 
— No  one  has  been  prosecuted. 

Mr.  Peter  Macdonald. 

5301.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  detection? — 
Yes,  I have  stated  that  before. 

M r.  Rowntree. 

5302.  There  have  been  144  men  who  have 
been  severely  fined  according  to  statistics  during 
the  last  four  years ; may  I ask  you  what  you 
think  the  effect  of  that  fining  is  on  the  families  of 
those  men.  Does  not  the  family  suffer  along 
with  the  drunkard  himself? — Not  iu  the  least. 
My  experience  is  that  where  there  is  a drunken 
husband  the  wife  provides  for  the  family  in 
general,  and  not  the  husband  at  all.  It  is  a 
blessing,  in  fact,  to  have  him  out  of  the  way. 

5303.  The  wife  provides  for  the  family,  you 
say,  is  that  your  evidence  ? — Yes;  I think  there 
is  no  hope  of  reforming  those  people,  only  to  put 
them  in  prison. 

5304.  Do  any  of  them  pay  the  fine  ? — Cer- 
tainly they  do,  but  you  find  that  those  who  pay 
it  will  not  come  up  again. 

5305.  Who  does  pay  the  fine  ? — I suppose  it 
must  be  the  husband  who  pays  it  himself. 

5306.  Did  not  you  say  that  it  is  the  wife  who 
finds  the  money  ? — She  provides  for  the  children ; 
she  goes  round  working.  The  poor  women  are 

regular 
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Mr.  Rowntree— -continued, 
regular,  slaves  when  they  have  drunken  hus- 
bands. I have  known  those  fines  to  be  made  up 
in  many  cases  by  appealing  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Lea. 

5307.  What  do  the  people  generally  drink  in 
Clonmel  ? — The  general  drink  is  beer,  porter  or 
ale.  The  labouring  classes  generally  drink 
porter  or  ale. 

5308.  Is  it  generally  adulterated  in  Clonmel  ? 
— No  ; that  is  generally  drunk  in  licensed 
houses.  Of  course  they  cannot  get  it  in  shebeens. 

5309.  Then  they  do  not  keep  beer  in  shebeens  ? 
— No;  they  cannot;  it  would  be  detected  at 
once.  It  is  only  some  kind  of  bottled  stuff  that 
they  keep. 

5310.  How  many  Catholic  priests  and  how 
many  clergy  of  all  denominations  are  there  in 
Clonmel? — There  are  11  priests,  and  I think 
there  are  four  or  five  Protestant  clergymen. 

5311.  How  many  of  those  would  wish  to  see 
the  public-houses  open  again  on  Sundays? — I 
could  not  answer  that. 

5312.  As  many  as  three  or  four,  do  you  think  ? 
—Yes. 

5313.  Half  of  them,  do  you  think?— I have 
not  consulted  half  of  them. 

5314;  You  know  that  three  or  four  would?— 
Yes. 

5315.  I think  you  said  just  now  there  was  one 
member  of  the  Corporation  who  was  in  favour  of 
temperance  ? — He  is  not  a member  of  any  tem- 
perance association. 

5316.  Is  he  a teetotaller? — I could  not  say 
that. 

5317.  Are  all  who  are  in  favour  of  temperance 
teetotallers  ? — No ; not  necessarily  so. 

5318.  You  said  jnst  now  that  temperance 
people  were  interested ; how  do  you  mean  that 
they  are  interested  ? — In  trying  to  prevent 
drunkenness  and  drinking, 

5319.  You  said  then,  as  I understand,  that  the 
temperance  people  balanced  those  who  were 
interested  in  the  public-houses  by  owning  them 
or  having  a licence,  and  you  said  just  now  that 
there  were  five  or  six  people  in  the  Corporation 
who  owned  or  kept  licensed  houses? — I think 
there  is  not  one  of  those  members  who  is  not  in 
favour  of  promoting  temperance. 

5320.  Are  there" others  who  own  public-houses 
but  have  no  license  ? — I am  not  aware  that  there 
are. 

5321.  How  are  those  who  are  teetotallers  in- 
terested in  promoting  temperance  in  an  equal 
way  with  those  who  own  or  keep  public-houses  ? 
— They  want  to  promote  their  own  society  which 
they  belong  to,  and  to  try  and  get  as  many 
members  as  they  possibly  can  into  their  society. 

5322.  What  personal  interest  have  they  in  it  ? 
— Nothing  more  than  to  promote  their  object. 

5323.  But  you  said,  did  you  not,  that  the 
keepers  of  licensed  houses  are  anxious  to  pro- 
mote temperance  ? — Decidedly  so.  I say  that 
they  would  not  like  to  see  drunkenness. 

5324.  You  also  said,  which  I think  we  may 
take  to  be  the  fact,  that  a person  who  keeps 
a licensed  house  would  wish  to  increase  the 
sale  of  beer  ? — Yes ; and  he  may  not  be  pro- 
moting drunkenness  by  it. 

5325.  By  no  means;  but  in  so  doing  he  is 
interested,  is  he  not,  in  keeping  the  public-houses 
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open? — The  breweries  may  be.  I do  not  know 
that  they  take  very  much  interest  in  it  one  way 
or  the  other. 

5326.  How  are  teetotallers  pecuniarily  in- 
terested in  the  closing  of  public-houses  ? — I did 
not  say  that  they  were  pecuniarily  interested  in 
the  closing  of  public-houses. 

5327.  When  you  said  that  one  balanced  the 
other,  what  did  you  mean  ? — They  use  as  much 
influence  as  they  possibly  can  against  drinking; 
that  is  what  I intended  to  say. 

5328.  You  said  just  now  that  there  was  im- 
morality and  vice  amongst  soldiers  on  Sunday ; 
do  they  go  to  shebeens  ? — When  they  do  go  to 
those  shebeen  houses. 

5329.  But  do  they  go  to  the  shebeens  ? — Yes, 
of  course  they  would.  They  are  not  very 
particular  about  it. 

5330.  You  know  that  there  is  shebeening  going 
on? — Yes. 

5331.  Have  you  ever  informed  the  police  of 
that? — I have  had  several  discussions  on  the 
subject.  I have  myself  spoken  to  Mr.  Hamilton 
on  the  subject,  who  was  examined  before  you, 
and  he  admitted  that  he  could  not  catch  them.  I 
do  not  give  them  every  sort  of  information. 

5332.  Do  you  not  think  as  Mayor  of  Clonmel 
it  is  your  duty  ? — I do  not. 

5333.  On  what  days  do  people  get  drunk 
mostly? — A drunkard  gets  drunk  every  day  he 
can  get  it ; that  is  the  way  with  them. 

5334.  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday, 
equally  with  Saturday  and  Sunday? — Yes,  every 
time  he  can  get  it. 

5335.  On  other  days  of  the  week  as  well  as 
Sunday  ? — There  is  no  difference  as  far  as  that  is 
concerned ; he  will  take  drink  at  any  time  he 
could  possibly  get  it. 

5336.  It  does  not  matter  whether  it  is  Saturday 
or  Sunday? — Saturday,  or  Sunday  or  Monday, 
he  would  uot  go  to  work  as  long  as  he  could  get 
drink. 

5337.  You  referred  to  the  Mechanics’  Institute 
just  now,  and  you  said  that  if  the  public-houses 
were  closed  earlier  on  Saturday  nights  the 
Mechanics’  Institutes  would  be  turned  into.great 
clubs  for  drinking  purposes  ? — I said  nothing  of 
the  kind. 

5338.  The  public-houses  are  closed  on  Sunday 
now,  are  they  not  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

5339.  What  difference  would  that  make  to  the 
Mechanics’  Institute  ? — None  whatever,  because 
they  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  drink  at  present, 
when  the  public-houses  are  altogether  closed. 

5340.  People  who  go  to  the  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tute have  no  beer  there?— They  have  no  beer 
there. 

5341.  Do  they  get  beer  elsewhere? — Yes,  they 
come  out  to  the  licensed  houses. 

5342.  Do  the  members  of  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute  go  to  the  shebeens  ? — I really  cannot 
tell  you  where  they  do  go,  but  they  get  drink  if 
they  want  it.  There  are  several  licensed  houses 
where  they  sell  it  on  Sundays. 

5343.  Do  the  members  of  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute  go  to  those  licensed  houses  on  Sundays  ? 
— I do  not  know  where  they  go  to,  but  they  can 
get  it  when  they  want  it. 

5344.  If  they  could  not  get  it  at  the  public- 

j)b4  houses 
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Louses,  would  they  get  it  at  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute,  do  you  think? — I suppose  if  they  could 
not  get  it  elsewhere,  of  course  they  would  have  it 
there. 

5345.  You  are  the  president  of  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute;  who  are  the  chief  managers  of  the 
institute  ? — The  committee. 

5346.  Would  the  committee  allow  drink  to  be 
bought  at  the  M echanics’  Institute  ? — I do  not 
know  what  they  would  allow  if  they  were  in- 
fluenced by  the  members. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5347.  When  did  your  year  of  office  begin  ? — 
On  the  1st  of  January  of  this  year.  I did  not 
take  it  until  the  2nd,  because  the  first  of  the 
month  happened  to  be  on  a Sunday  this  year. 

5348.  Then  you  have  bad  four  months  of 
mayoralty,  and  you  have  only  bad  four  cases  of 
Sunday  drunkenness  in  the  police  court ; that  is, 
■one  a month  ? — I do  not  think  that  we  have  had 
more  than  four  cases. 

5349.  You  say  that  you  derive  your  informa- 
tion about  shebeens  from  the  police  and  the 
priests  ? — Yes. 

5350.  Will  you  listen  to  this  evidence  of  Sub- 
inspector Hamilton;  he  was  asked  by  the  honour- 
able Member  for  Tipperary,  at  Question  4993 : 
“Is  there  any  shebeening  in  Clonmel?  ” and  his 
answer  was,  “A  little;  but  very  little.”  Do  you 
think  that  Mr.  Hamilton  is  an  authority  ? — I do 
not  know  what  he  is.  I cannot  answer  for  Mr. 
Hamilton. 

5351.  But  you  know  that  he  is  the  head  of  the 
police  at  Clonmel  ? — 1 know  he  is  the  district  in- 
spector. 

5352.  That  is  the  head  of  the  police  at  Clon- 
mel ? — No,  he  is  not  the  head  of  the  police  ; 
County  Inspector  Stevenson  is  the  head. 

. 5353.  Does  County  Inspector  Stevenson  re- 
side in  Clonmel? — Yes. 

5354.  Then  Mr.  Hamilton  is  the  second  officer  ? 
-Yes. 

5355.  His  evidence  is  that  there  is  a little 
shebeening,  but  very  little ; is  that  evidence  to 
be  relied  upon  by  the  Committee  ? — Certainly  it 
is  to  be  relied  upon,  so  far  as  his  knowledge  goes. 

5356.  His  knowledge  would  cover  the  know- 
ledge of  the  police,  would  it  not  ? — I do  not  know 
that  it  would. 

5357.  Coming  here  to  give  evidence,  and  hand- 
ing in  a return  on  shebeening,  would  not  that 
'Cover  the  police  knowledge  about  it  ? — I could  not 
answer  that  question. 

5358.  With  regard  to  the  priests ; you  say  that 
there  are  1 1 Catholic  priests  in  Clonmel ; 
what  diocese  is  Clonmel  in?— The  diocese  of 
Waterford  and  Lismore. 

5359.  Do  you  know  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  ? 
—I  do. 

5360.  St.  Peter’s  and  St.  Paul’s  is  his  parish, 
is  it  not? — No. 

5361.  Who  is  the  administrator? — The  Rev. 

J ohn  Everard ; he  was  acting  in  that  capacity 
up  to  about  three  weeks  or  a month  ago ; now  we 
have  got  a parish  priest. 

5362.  And  up  to  that  time  he  was  the  adminis- 
trator of  the  bishop?— Yes;  but  the  bishop  has 
"one  to  his  long  home. 
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5363.  Are  you  aware  what  the  views  of  the 
present  bishop  are  ? — No ; I am  not  aware  of 
them  personally* 

5364.  Does  the  administrator  of  the  Bishop 
differ  from  the  Bishop  upon  this  matter? — I 
could  not  answer  that  question. 

5365.  I will  tell  you  the  views  of  the  Bishop. 
I have  here  a letter  from  the  Bishop  himself, 
dated  the  23rd  of  February  last,  from  the 
Bishop’s  house,  Waterford? — I have  not  seen 
that  letter. 

5366.  Who  is  the  parish  priest  who  holds  those 
opinions? — The  Reverend  Joseph  A.  Phelan 
is  now  the  parish  priest  of  St,  Peter’s  and  St. 
Paul’s,  but  it  was  the  administrator  I referred  to. 

5367.  You  used  the  term  administrator;  to 
whom  did  that  refer?  — That  applied  to  the 
administrator ; he  has  not  taken  over  the  charge 
altogether  of  the  parish. 

5368.  To  whom  were  you  referring  ? — I re- 
ferred to  Father  Everard,  who  was  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  administrator. 

Mr.  John  O' Connor. 

5369.  For  how  long? — He  has  been  in  the 
parish  12  or  13  years,  but  he  has  been  acting  as 
administrator,  I should  say,  for  some  years. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5370.  On  the  last  day  of  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Plamilton  was  asked  by  the  Chair- 
man : “ Have  you  taken  any  means  of  ascertain- 
ing the  state  of  the  feeling  of  the  people  of 
Clonmel  upon  the  question  ? ” and  his  answer 
was:  “By  conversing  with  people  of  different 
classes,  I have,  and  my  opinion  is  that  the  clergy 
of  all  denominations,  the  more  educated  classes, 
and  employers  of  labour,  are  all  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing,  and  also  a great  number  of  the 
labouring  classes  themselves.”  Is  that  to  be 
relied  upon  ? — That  is  his  opinion,  and  he  is 
entitled  to  his  opinion,  of  course. 

5371.  He  says  he  has  been  conversing  with 
people  of  different  classes? — I do  not  know  whom 
he  lias  been  conversing  with ; of  course,  he  is 
entitled  to  his  opinion,  I am  sure  of  that,  hut 
nothing  more. 

5372.  You  spoke  about  the  soldiers,  and  you 
say  that  if  the  public-houses  were  opened  people 
would  not  go  to  those  illicit  houses? — Yes,  that 
is  my  opinion. 

5373.  And  you  stated  that  the  soldiers  fre- 
quent those  houses  ? — 1 have  been  told  so  ; I do 
not  know  those  things  of  my  own  knowledge. 

5374.  But  you  stated  that,  did  you? — Yes. 

5375-  Are  you  aware  that  the  soldiers  have 

the  canteen  open  on  Sundays  the  whole  day  ? — 
Indeed,  I do. 

5376.  I want  to  know  how  you  harmonise  the 
two  statements,  that  if  the  general  public  had 
the  public-houses  open  for  a certain  number  of 
hours,  they  would  not  go  to  those  illicit  houses, 
when  soldiers,  who  have  the  accommodation  of 
the  canteens,  do  go  to  them  ? — It  is  very  easy  to 
answer  that.  Girls  are  not  allowed  into  the 
canteen,  and  no  dancing  is  allowed  to  go  on. 

5377.  You  were  asked  by  the  honourable 
Member  for  Sligo  your  opinion  as  an  employer 
of  labour ; how  many  do  you  employ  ? — I told 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
the  honourable  Member  for  Sligo  that  I do  not 
employ  a great  number  now. 

5378.  How  many  do  you  employ? — I only 
employ  about  four  or  five  hands  now. 

5379.  That  is  your  opinion  as  an  employer  of 
labour? — I give  my  opinion  as  regards  being  an 
employer  of  labour.  I said  that  I did  employ 
from  12  to  14  hands  at  the  ropemaking  business, 
but  I employ  four  or  five  now. 

5380.  As  regards  home  drunkenness, the  district 
inspector  was  asked  this  : “ Home  drinking  has 
not  increased,  in  your  opinion  ? ” and  his  answer 
was  : “ It  does  not  exist.”  What  do  you  say  to 
that? — I do  not  agree  with  it ; that  is  my  answer 
to  it. 

5381.  Do  you  adhere  to  your  statement  that 
at  eleven  o’clock  at  night  there  is  a rush  of  the 
people  of  Clonmel  to  those  drinking  shops,  to 
carry  drink  home  to  their  houses? — I do  say 
that  there  is  a rush  now,  and  there  is  a great 
deal  of  annoyance  and  trouble  from  people 
knocking  for  drink  to  take  home. 

5382.  Are  young  children  sent  out  for  drink 
at  eleven  o’clock  at  night? — Yes;  and  without  a 
boot  on  them. 

5383.  About  this  fining  of  the  drunkard,  your 
opinion  is  that  that  is  the  most,  efficacious  wav  of 
dealing  with  drunkenness  ? — That,  in  my  opinion, 
is  the  proper  way. 

5384.  1 want  to  press  you  a little  further  in 
the  same  line  as  the  honourable  Member  for  Scar- 
borough ; do  some  of  those  drunkards  pay  the 
fine  ? — Some  of  them  do. 

5385.  And  others  are  imprisoned  ? — And 
others  have  gone  to  prison,  I believe. 

5386..  If  they  go  to  prison,  what  becomes  of 
the  family  ? — I think  they  are  happier  than  they 
ever  were  when  the  father  is  in  prison. 

5387.  I am  speaking  now  as  to  the  means  of 
livelihood? — They  are  looked  after,  of  course,  by 
the  wife ; she  is  employed  somewhere  in  day 
labour,  and  while  she  is  employed  somebody  will 
look  after  the  children. 

.5388.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  man  con- 
tributes nothing  at  any  time  to  the  support  of 
the  family  ? — Very  little,  I think. 

5389.  Have  you  many  of  that  class  in  Clon- 
mel ? — I could  not  say  the  number  exactly,  but 
we  have  some  of  them  unfortunately. 

5390.  If  you  have  this  very  small  number  of 
habitual  drunkards,  how  can  you  say  that  it  is 
the  most  effectual  remedy  for  drunkenness  when 
the  class  that  it  touches  is  so  very  small? — 
People  get  drunk  occasionally  who  are  not 
habitual  drunkards. 

5391.  You  state  that  it  is  a most  effective 
remedy  for  drunkenness ; do  you  mean  to  apply 
that  to  habitual  drunkenness  or  to  both  classes  of 
drunkenness  ? — To  every  class  of  drunkenness. 

5392.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  which 
the  honourable  Member  for  Scarborough  tried  to  • 
impress  upon  you,  that  notwithstanding  that 
effective  remedy,  the  convictions  for  drunkenness 
have  actually  increased  since  the  increased  fines 
have  been  brought  into  operation  ? — That  is  not 
my  experience. 

5393.  Do  you  say  that  it  is  not  the  fact,  with 
this  statistical  return  in  your  hand,  which  has 
been  handed  in,  and  which  is  beyond  any  ex- 
perience ? — It  is  not  my  experience. 
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5394.  With  regard  to  the  corporation  having 
five  or  six  members  interested  in  the  trade,  do 
you  mean  by  that  that  there  are  five  or  six  men 
holding  licensed  houses  ? — Yes. 

5395.  Are  there  any  other  members  of  the 
corporation  having  either  a direct  or  an  indirect 
interest  in  the  trade  ?— Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

5396.  But  you  would  not  sav  that  they  were 
not?  I do  not  think  there  were  any  persons 
owning  public-house  property  in  the  corporation. 

5397.  Would  you  call  a large  grocer  a pub- 
lican ? — Yes,  I would  call  them  all  publicans. 

5398.  Sunday  closing  has  been  in  operation 
for  10  years  in  Cdonmel,  has  it  not?— Yes. 

5399.  And  the  memliers  of  tho  Mechanics’ 
.Institute  have  not  made  any  attempt  to  turn  it 
into  a drinking  place  on  Sunday  during  that 
period?— No  ; I was  just  going  to  remark  that  it 
is  only,  within  the  last  12  months  that  the 
mechanics  have  got  into  the  hall,  because  you 
must  remember  that  for  a time  it  was  changed 
from  the  Mechanics’  Institute  to  a literary  insti- 
tute. 

.5400.  The  class  of  people  who  were  connected 
with  it  were  young  men  in  shops,  was  it  not,  ever 
since  it  was  established?— No.  There  is  another 
club  which  the  young  men  belong  to. 

5401.  I mean  those  who  were  connected  with 
it  before  twelve  months  ago  ? — Of  course  it  might 
have  been  so,  but  they  had  no  influence  on  the 
committee. 

5402.  Did  they  not  have  any  influence  during 
the  ten  years  after  they  first  opened  ? — They 
certainly  did  not,  because  they  were  not  members 
of  the  committee,  and  they  had  no  influence 
there.  I t was  in  the  hands  of  a different  class  of 
people  alogether  who  never  attended  it. 

5403.  Somebody  must  have  attended,  I pre- 
sume ? — They  would  come  on  committee  nights, 
but  not  regularly. 

5404.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  would  be 
kept  open  for.  nothing  but  holding  committee 
meetings  ? — I mean  that  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  were  interested,  did  not  attend  regu- 
larly. 

5405.  What  was  the  membership  composed 
of? — It  was  composed  of  very  little,  until  within 
the  last  twelve  months,  when  it  was  open  for 
all  classes. 

5406.  Whoever  had  to  do  with  it  during  those 
ten  years  had  not  sought  to  use  it  for  drinking 
purposes  ? — No,  it  was  an  exclusive  committee 
up  to  that  time. 

5407.  They  had  not  sought  to  turn  it  into  a 
drinking-place  ? — I answered  that  long  ago. 

5408.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that 
during  the  next  ten  years  they  will  do  what  they 
have  not  done  during  the  last  ten  years  ? — I have 
no  reason  for  saying  that  they  would  do  so. 

5409.  Is  Saturday  the  market-day  in  Clonmel  ? 

5410.  How  late  do  the  market  people  stay  in 
town '!— I have  often  seen  them  there  late,  but 
that  is  a hard  question  for  me  to  answer. 

5411.  The  general  marketing  is  over  at  seven 
o’clock,  is  it  not? — Yes,  the  general  marketing 
is  over  at  seven  o’clock. 

5412.  Do  you  know  any  firms  in  Clonmel  who 
employ  a large  number  of  people,  who  pay  their 
wages  on  Sunday  night? — Unfortunately,  we 
have  not  any  large  firms  there  now. 

E E 5413.  You 
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5413.  You  have,  probably,  few  factories  em- 
ploying over  100  people? — Very  few;  not  any- 
thing like  what  we  had. 

5414.  Do  you  know  whether  in  any  of  them 
the  wages  are  paid  on  Friday  nights? — I do  not 
know.  I could  not  tell  you  of  any  who  pay 
on  Friday  nights.  I really’  do  not  know  when 
they  pay  ; but  I know  that  the  principal  market- 
ing by  the  townspeople  is  done  on  Saturday' 
nights.  We  have  a lot  of  drapery  establishments 
and  provision  places  open  till  eleven  o’clock. 

5415.  I thought  the  time  of  closing  was  seven 
o’clock.  I am  now  speaking  of  shopping,  not  of 
drinking,  but  of  marketing  folk.  We  have  it  in 
evidence  that  some  have  their  "wages  paid  on 
Friday  nights,  and  others  at  two  o’clock  and 
four  o’clock  on  Saturday ; do  you  think  that  any 
very  serious  inconvenience  would  arise  as  regards 
the  mere  marketing  and  shopping  to  the  people 
of  Clonmel  if  those  shops  were  closed  at  nine 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night? — That  is  a question 
which  I could  not  answer. 

5416.  I should  like  you  to  give  your  opinion  ; 
keeping  out  drinking  ; I am  willing  to  admit 
that? — I know  it  would  not  be  the  slightest  in- 
convenience to  me. 

5417.  Would  you  please  give  us  your  opinion, 
and  we  will  take  it  for  what  it  is  worth.  I repeat 
the  question,  leaving  out  the  question  of  the 
supply  of  drink  altogether,  and  looking  to  the 
fact  that  we  have  it  in  evidence  that  there  are 
wages  paid  on  Friday  night,  more  paid  at  two  on 
Saturday,  and  more  at  four  on  Saturday  ; do  you 
think  it  would  cause-  any  inconvenience  as 
regard  marketing  were  those  houses  to  be  closed 
at  nine  on  Saturday  night.  ? — 1 should  say  it 
would  be  an  inconvenience  to  the  people ; you 
cannot  educate  them  all  at  once  up  to  things  of 
that  kind ; it  would  take  a little  time  to  educate 
the  people  to  those  things  ; if  you  try  to  force 
them  they  look  upon  it  as  being  coercion. 

5418.  Your  proposal  is  to  close  the  public- 
houses  at  six  o’clock  on  Sunday  nights? — Yes. 

5419.  Would  not  that  be  coercion? — No.  for 
I consider  that  the  Sabbath  is  quite  different  from 
any  ordinary  day. 

,5420.  1 will  take  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday 
night,  when  you  tell  us  that  they  send  their 
children  to  those  places  to  get  beer  to  take  home  ? 
— I do  not  think  there  is  any  analogy  between 
Sunday  and  Saturday  night. 

5421.  I am  taking  Saturday  nights.  You 
applied  the  word  “coercion,”  and  I want  to  know 
on  what  principle  you  define  a thing  to  be  coer- 
cion at  nine  o’clock  which  would  not  be  coercion 
at  eleven  o’clock  ? — What  would  be  the  necessity 
for  it? 

5422.  The  necessity  for  it,  as  you  deliberately 
tell  us  in  your  evidence,  is  because  women  and 
children  are  rushing  to  get  beer  at  eleven  o’clock 
before  the  houses  are  closed;  the  houses  are 
closed  by  law  ; do  you  consider  that  coercion  ? — 
I do  not  look  upon  that  as  being  stringent.  I do 
not  call  that  coercion. 

5423.  Then  you  call  a thing  coercion  at  nine 
o’clock  which  is  not  coercion  at  eleven  o’clock  ? 
— 1 think  it  would  be  great  hardship  ; it  would 
be  looked  on  as  martial  law,  just  as  if  they  were 
prosecuted  for  being  caught  out  after  a certain 
hour. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

5424.  You  were  asked  some  questions  by  the 
honourable  Member  fur  Derbyshire  about  the 
absence  of  meetings  in  Clonmel  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  the  subject;  as  a matter  of  fact,  no 
meetings  have  occured  in  Clonmel  on  either  side  ? 
— No. 

5425.  Is  there  a temperance  organisation  in 
Clonmel  ? — Yes. 

5426.  Why  did  not  they  express  an  opinion 
to  you  upon  the  subject?— I could  not  answer 
that  question. 

5427.  Is  there  any  organisation  in  Clonmel 
that  would  take  the  initiative  on  the  other  side? 
— No. 

5428.  Would  that  account  for  the  absence  of 
a meeting  ? — It  would  account  for  the  absence 
of  a meeting. 

5429.  What  is  the  custom  of  the  people  with 
regard  to  legislation  here ; have  they  been  in 
the  habit  of  petitioning  Parliament  in  Clonmel? 
—No. 

5430.  Within  your  recollection,  I mean  ? — Not 
in  my  recollection  ; I do  not  remember  any. 

5431.  They  do  not  often  send  petitions  to 
Parliament  from  Ireland?— No,  they  look  upon 
it  as  waste  paper. 

5432.  Would  that  account  for  the  absence  of 
meetings  in  Clonmel  to  a great  extent  ? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

5433.  Then  that  explains  the  reason  why  no 
meetings  have  taken  place  on  that  side  of  the 
question  ? — That  explains  it. 

5434.  But  although  no  meetings  have  taken 
place  would  not  the  people  feel  strongly  on  the 
point? — Yes. 

5435.  And  you  say  that  you  elicited  their 
feelings  by  conversing  with  them  ? — Yes,  by 
conversing  with  a number  of  them. 

5436.  Were  those  whom  you  have  spoken  to 
representative  men? — Yes,  representative  men, 
certainly. 

5437.  Now  I want  you  to  look  at  these  figures ; 
will  you  begin  at  Question  4979,  beginning  with 
the  date  ol  1884.  What  was  the  number  of 
arrests  and  convictions  in  1884,  on  week-days, 
Saturdays  and  Sundays  excepted  ? — Four  hundred 
and  seventy-seven. 

5438.  For  1885  ?— For  1885,  463. 

5439.  For  1887? — Two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three. 

5440.  You  observe  that  the  figures  in  1887  is 
about  half  the  number  for  1884  and  1885  ? — Yes. 

5441.  Have  you  read  any  report  of  the  exami- 
nation of  Mr.  Hamilton  before  this  Committee? 
—No. 

, 5442.  Do  you  know  that  there  has  been  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests  and  convic- 
tions on  Saturday,  as  well  as  on  other  days  in 
the  week  ? — I am  not  aware. 

5443.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
there  has  been  a great  diminution  in  arrests  and 
convictions  for  Saturday  drunkenness  in  Clonmel 
for  many  years  past  ?— No,  I would  not  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  it. 

5444.  If  I told  you  it  was  a matter  of  fact, 
would  you  be  inclined  to  believe  it  ? — Certainly. 

5345.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease 
in  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness,  and 
convictions  for  drunkenness  on  all  the  week-days. 
Do  you  attribute  it  to  any  improvement  in  the 
habits  of  the  people  ? — I do  certainly  attribute 
it  to  that. 

5446.  It 
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5446.  It  was  stated  by  Mr.  Hamilton  here 
that  on  Sundays  the  total  number  of  arrests  and 
convictions  for  drunkenness  for  ten  years  before 
the  passing  of  the  Act  was  368 ; and  for  nine 
and  a quarter  years  since  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
the  number  has  been  305.  That  is  practically  no 
diminution  in  the  Sunday  arrests  and  convictions. 
To  what  do  you  attribute  it  (remembering  the 
houses  are  closed  in  Clonmel  on  Sunday)  that 
practically  there  has  been  no  diminution  in  the 
number  of  arrests  and  convictions? — I attribute 
it  to  illicit  drinking  and  the  shebeens. 

5447.  Brought  on  by  the  restrictions  of  the 
law.  Do  vou  think  if  there  were  no  restric- 
tions on  Sunday  drinking  in  Clonmel  there 
would  be  a corresponding  decrease  to  this 
decrease  which  exists  in  the  week-day  drinking? — 
I am  quite  certain  there  would  be. 

5448.  Do  you  think  if  there  were  no  restric- 
tions with  regard  to  public-houses  on  Sundays, 
that  there  would  be  a corresponding  decrease  in 
the  amount  of  drunkenness  on  Sunday,  to  that 
which  exists  on  week-days  ? — I am  quite  certain 
that  there  would  be  a corresponding  decrease. 

5449.  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  the 
restrictions  upon  the  legitimate  trade  produce 
drunkenness  to  some  extent? — It  does,  and  a 
bad  class  of  drunkenness. 

5450.  Do  you  think,  taking  those  figures  into 
account,  that  it  would  promote  temperance  if 
there  were  still  further  restrictions  ? — I do  not ; 
my  experience  is  that  it  makes  people  more 
anxious  to  drink  altogether  if  you  prohibit  them. 

5451.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  increase 
intemperance  if  the  houses  were  reopened? — 
I am  quite  certain  that  it  would  not  increase 
intemperance  ; that  is  to  say,  if  you  open  the 
houses  on  Sundays  from  two  till  six.  I know 
that  it  would  not  increase  it. 

5452.  Do  you  know  how  many  licensed  houses 
there  are  in  Clonmel  ? — There  are  close  upon 
100  of  them. 

5453.  Mr.  Hamilton  said  there  were  113? — 
There  may  be ; I do  not  exactly  know  the 
number. 

5454.  You  also  stated  that  there  were  only  16 
of  those  which  were  merely  public-houses  ?— 
Yes,  that  would  be  about  the  number. 

5455.  The  great  majority  of  licensed  houses 
in  Clonmel  are  grocers  as  well,  are  they  not  ? — 
Yes. 

5456.  'faking  that  fact  into  account,  do  you 
not  think  it  would  be  a great  inconvenience  to 
the  people  if  the  hours  of  opening  were  curtailed 
on  Saturday  night  ? — Of  course  it  would  be  an 
inconvenience  to  them. 

5457.  You  have  been  asked  some  questions 
referring  to  the  payment  of  wages  on  Saturday, 
and  if  people  were  in  the  habit  of  spending  their 
wages  in  public-houses,  would  not  they  be  more 
likely  to  do  that  upon  the  day  upon  which  the 
wages  was  paid,  whether  it  was  Friday  or  Satur- 
day ? — I could  imagine  a case  of  that  sort ; but 
I have  not  noticed  anything  of  the  kind. 

5458.  You  were  asked  a question  by  the 
honourable  Member  for  Londonderry  about  sup- 
plying people  with  drink ; do  you  think  that  a 
man  would  wish  to  sell  beer  at  the  cost  of  his 
character  ? — He  would  not  attempt  it ; there  may 
be  some  people  who  would  do  so,  but  I believe 
the  general  public  would  not  do  it.  Any  man 
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who  lias  any  respect  for  himself,  if  he  looks  upon 
his  license  as  being  worth  anything,  or  his  house, 
he  would  not  attempt  to  do  it. 

5459.  You  hold  a license  yourself,  I think  you 
said  ? — Yes. 

5460.  Are  there  other  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion who  hold  licenses  too '! — There  are. 

5461.  Do  you  think  that  those  would  be 
influenced  by  any  personal  motive  or  any  opinion 
that  they  might  have  or  expressed  on  the  matter? 
—Those  men,  the  majority  of  them,  have  never 
opened  even  when  Sunday  opening  was  per- 
mitted. 

5462.  And  you  do  not  open  youi’self  ? — No. 

5463.  Would  you  be  likely  to  open  if  permis- 
sion was  given? — No;  only  when  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  those  staying 
in  the  place.  I would  not  lose  recreation  on 
Sunday,  or  ask  anybody  to  stay  in  my  house  on 
a Sunday. 

5464.  Mr.  Hamilton  expressed  some  opinions 
here,  and  said  that  he  had  made  some  inquiries 
respecting  the  operation  of  the  Act;  do  you 
think,  as  a citizen  of  Clonmel,  and  as  mayor  of 
that  town,  that  a police  officer  is  a good  reflex  of 
the  opinion  of  the  opinion  of  the  people  ? — No, 
not  now. 

5465.  I suppose  you  would  consider  that  the 
mayor  of  a town,  or  any  other  citizen,  would 
understand  the  wishes  of  the  people  better  than 
a policeman  ? — It  is  quite  natural  to  expect  that 
he  would  know  the  feelings  of  the  people  who 
put  him  into  the  position  ; he  would  know  more 
about  their  feelings ; he  would  know  more  about 
them  altogether. 

5466.  You  were  asked  some  questions  about 
shebeen  houses  ; I suppose  the  people  who  fre- 
quent those  houses  are  usually  the  same  class  of 
people? — They  are  usually  the  same  class  of 
people. 

5467.  And  the  drinking  there,  in  your  opinion, 
is  of  a more  dangerous  character  ? — It  is  more 
dangerous. 

5468.  But  confined  to  a narx-ower  sphere  ? — I 
cannot  say  that  it  is  confined  to  a narrower 
sphere. 

5469.  People  generally  do  not  resort  to 
shebeens? — No,  people  generally  do  not;  they 
are  mostly  the  poorer  class  of  people ; and  they 
are  nearly  the  same  in  every  town. 

5470.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  people  regard 
these  restrictive  laws  as  a species  of  coei'cion  ? — 
Yes,  I think  it  is  unfair  to  resti-ict  people. 
People  do  not  go  to  bed  very  early  in  Clonmel. 
It  is  a large  town,  and  they  stay  out  for  recrea- 
tion, say,  until  eleven  o’clock  : that  is  the  time 
when  they  retire,  and  I think  it  would  be  very 
unfair  to  any  respectable  man  if  he  wishes  to 
have  a glass  of  ale  or  a glass  of  beer  to  be  pre- 
vented from  getting  it  before  he  retired. 

5471.  Setting  aside  the  shebeens  altogether, 
greater  evil  results  from  home  drinking  in  your 
estimation  ? — Y es,  and  that  i3  what  Saturday 
night  closing  leads  to. 

5472.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  this  dangerous 
phase  of  drinking  would  be  increased  by  the  cur- 
tailment of  the  hours  on  Saturday  night  ? — That 
is  my  opinion. 

5473.  When  they  take  home  drink  what  sort 
of  drink  do  they  take  home  ? — They  take  all 

E e 2 classes 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
classes  of  drink  liome  with  them  ; they  take 
•whisky  and  beer  and  porter. 

5474.  Do  they  usually  drink  beer  and  porter 
in  public-houses  ? — Yes. 

5475.  But  they  are  more  likely  to  take 
whisky  home  ? — They  are  more  likely  to  take 
whisky  home. 

5476.  Is  not  that  more  injurious  to  their 
health?— Yes,  I think  so.  The  reason  why  they 
take  home  whisky  is  that  they  have  not  the 
means  of  keeping  beer  ; it  would  get  flat  and 
unfit  for  drinking.  They  are  obliged  to  take 
whisky,  and,  of  course,  that  is  more  dangerous. 

5477.  I want  to  ask  you  a few  questions  about 
bond  fide  travellers ; you  say  that  sometimes 
people  misrepresent  themselves? — Yes. 

5478.  That  is  frequently  the  case,  is  it  not?— 
Yes. 

5479.  If  the  limit  were  extended  from  three 
miles  to  six  or  seven  miles,  would  not  they  be 
more  likely  to  misrepresent  themselves? — Cer- 
tainly. 

5480.  And  a great  many  more  offences  would 
have  to  be  tried? — Yes. 

5481.  It  has  been  said  that  people  walk  for  the 
sake  of  getting  drink  : that  they  do  not  drink  for 
the  sake  of  helping  them  to  walk ; what  is  your 
experience  in  that  respect? — My  experience  is 
that  a man  walking  will  require  refreshment. 

5482-  Are  there  many  people  in  Clonmel  who 
take  a walk  out  into  the  country  for  recreation  ? 
— Nearly  all  of  them. 

5483.  Would  you  consider  it  a hardship  if 
those  people  were  deprived  of  having  some  re- 
freshment, having  walked  three  or  four  miles? — 
I answered  that  before,  that  what  it  would  lead 
to  is  people  bringing  the  whisky  in  their  pocket, 
and  that  would  not  prevent  drunkenness  in  any 
way. 

5484.  The  honourable  Member  for  Cavan 
asked  you  whether  stationing  policemen,  one  at 
at  the  front  door  and  another  at  the  back  door  at 
the  same  time,  would  kill  out  the  low  public- 
house  ? — No,  it  would  not. 

5485.  In  your  opinion,  would  not  the  openiug 
of  respectable  public-houses  have  a great  effect 
in  pi-oducing  a great  change  in  that  direction  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  my  opinion;  and  the  opinion  of 
everyone  that  I come  in  contact  with. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

5486.  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  his  evidence,  made 
some  recommendations  to  the  Committee  with 
regard  to  the  alteration  of  the  existing  law,  and 
he  said  he  “ would  recommend  that  the  law 
should  be  so  framed  as  to  prevent  publicans  from 
having  guests  on  their  premises  on  Sundays,  six 
days  in  the  week  being  quite  sufficient  for  the 
exercise  of  hospitality  towards  friends.”  Would 
you  consider  it  a hardship  to  be  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  entertaining  a friend  on  Sundays 
You  might  as  well  not  be  living  at  all ; that  is 
the  only  day  you  can  receive  a friend. 

5487.  Are  not  the  shopkeepers  of  Clonmel 
friendly  towards  each  other? — Yes. 

5488.  Is  not  Sunday  the  only  day  now  that 
they  have  for  visiting  each  other  ? — It  is  the  only 
day  that  you  are  supposed  to  receive  anyone  at 
all. 

5489.  For  instance,  you  are  a great  friend  of 
the  honourable  Member  for  East  Tipperary ; 
would  not  you  consider  it  a hardship  to  be 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  entertaining  the 
honourable  Member  for  East  Tipperary  in  your 
house  on  Sunday? — I think  it  would  be  a terrible 
hardship.  I do  not  think  in  any  civilised 
country  such  a thing  would  be  tried  to  be 
stopped.  If  anything  occured,  say  there  was 
a General  Election,  and  if  any  of  these  gentlemen 
arrived  in  Clonmel,  and  I was  aware  that  they 
were  coining,  it  would  be  a very  strange  thing  if 
I could  not  receive  them  in  my  place  and  enter- 
tain then.  I should  hope  that  no  law  would 
attempt  to  deprive  me  of  that  privilege. 

5490.  Have  you  seen  a report  of  the  several 
recommendations  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton  ? — No, 
I have  not. 

5491.  If  they  were  all  of  a character  like  this, 
would  you  not  consider  them  a very  great  hard- 
ship upon  the  people  ? — I know  people  would  not 
obey  them. 

5492.  You  consider  them  uncalled  for? — Yes. 

5493.  And  unjustifiable  ? — Most  unjustifiable. 

5494.  Do  you  think  that  a policeman  is  likely 
to  make  recommendations  that  are  consistent  with 
the  comfort  of  the  people  ? — I must  really  say 
that  I thought  he  was  a more  social  man  than  to 
recommend  it,  and  I was  rather  surprised  at  it. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY  CLOSING  ACTS  (IRELAND). 


221 


Monday,  14 th  May  1888- 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 


Mr.  .John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Ignatius  R.  B.  Jennings,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

5495.  You  are  District  Inspector  stationed,  at 
Limerick  ? — Yes. 

5496.  How  long  have  you  been  stationed  there? 
— Neaidy  four  years. 

5497.  ■Where  were  you  stationed  before  you 
went  to  Limerick? — I was  immediately  before 
that  at  Cork  city,  and  before  that  I was  at  Elphin, 
in  county  Roscommon. 

5498.  Where  were  you  stationed  in  the  year 
1878? — AtFerbane,  in  King’s  County. 

5499.  What  was  the  population  of  Limerick? 
— In  1881  it  was  38,555  ; that  is  the  municipal 
population . 

5500.  That,  I presume,  is  the  population  of  the 
district  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  Act? 
— Yes. 

5501.  How  many  holders  of  publicans’ licenses 
are  there  in  Limerick  ?—  Three  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

5502.  Will  you  divide  those  into  the  various 
classes  of  licenses;  for  instance,  how  many 
ordinary  seven-day  licenses  are  therein  those  315? 
— There  are  seven  with  ordinary  six  day  licenses, 
and  there  are  31  six-day  early  closing  licenses, 
and  the  remainder  are  ordinary  seven-day  licenses, 
without  any  restriction  of  hours. 

5503.  Ts  the  population  of  Limerick  increasing 
or  decreasing  ? — I should  say  it  would  be  de- 
creasing slightly. 

5504.  How  many  spirit  grocers’  licenses  are 
held  in  Limerick  ? — None. 

5505.  How  many  beer  retailers? — There  are 
two  beer  retailers. 

5506.  Have  you  prepared  statistics  showing 
the  number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness,  or 
drunkenness  combined  with  other  offences,  since 
1874  down  to  the  present  time  ? — I have 
{delivering  in  the  same). 

5507.  Have  you  a statement  of  the  number  of 
arrests  for  drunkenness  in  1877  on  Thursdays, 
Saturdays,  and  Sundays;  and  also  the  arrests  for 
drunkenness  and  the  convictions  for  drunkenness 
in  1886  and  1887  ? — Yes  ( delivering  in  the  same). 

5508.  Are  those  the  total  number  of  arrests  ? 
—Yes. 

5509.  Are  those  the  total  number  of  arrests  ? 
— I have  also  Table  No.  2,  which  is  a return 
showing  the  number  of  arrests  on  Sundays 

0.67. 


Chairman  — continued. 

for  drunkenness,  or  for  drunkenness  combined 
with  any  other  offences,  and  also  the  number  of 
convictions  from  the  year  1874  to  the  year  1887, 
the  arrests  taking  place  between  8 a.m.  on  Sun- 
days and  8 a.m.  on  Mondays,  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  September  ( delivering  in  the  same). 

5510.  Will  you  give  the  numbers  of  the 
arrests  and  convictions  ? — In  the  year  1874  there 
were  168  arrests  and  174  convictions ; in  1875 
there  were  162  arrests  and  174  convictions;  in 
1876  there  were  175  arrests  and  192  convictions  ; 
in  1877  there  were  133  arrests  and  143  convic- 
tions; 1878  there  were  152  arrests  and  164  con- 
victions; in  1879  there  were  118  arrests  and 
128  convictions  ; in  1880  there  were  90  arrests 
and  98  convictions;  in  1881  there  were  99  ar- 
rests and  111  convictions;  in  1882  there  were 
124  arrests  and  131  convictions;  in  1883  there 
were  132  arrests  and  140  convictions;  in  1884 
there  was  138  arrests  and  156  convictions:  in 

1885  there  were  129  arrests  and  144  convictions ; 
in  1886  there  were  168  arrests  and  199  con- 
victions; and  in  1887  there  were  180  arrests  and 
204  convictions. 

5511.  Have  you  any  theory  by  which  you 
account  for  the  great  increase  during  the  year 

1886  and  1887  in  the  numbers  both  of  the 
aiTestsand  of  the  convictions? — It  is  not  always 
judicious  to  make  arrests  so  that  the  convictions 
are  in  excess  of  the  arrests  in  all  these  instances. 

5512.  We  understand  quite  well  that  the  ex- 
cess of  convictions  over  the  arrests  means  simply 
that  some  were  convicted  who  were  merely 
summoned  ? — Quite  so. 

5513.  The  question  I ask  you  is  this:  You 
will  see  that  in  1885  there  there  were  129  arrests 
and  144  convictions;  in  1887  there  were  180 
arrests  and  204  convictions ; I ask  you,  how  do 
you  account  for  that  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  arrests  and  convictions  ? — I consider 
that  it  is  the  more  drunkenness ; people  drink 
more.  It  may  be  attributed  to  many  causes.  We 
had  strikes  during  those  periods. 

5514.  When  were  the  strikes  ?— In  1886. 

5515.  Do  you  then  consider  that  the  present 
condition  of  Limerick  is  less  satisfactory  as 
regards  drunkenness  ? — It  is  so  decidedly.  It  is 
worse  than  it  was. 

e E 3 5516.  During 
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Chairman — continued. 

5516.  During  what  period  would  the  operation 
of  the  strikes  extend? — One  of  them  extended  in 
1877  for  some  seven  weeks,  and  there  were  some 
other  strikes  of  shorter  duration. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

5517.  To  what  industry  does  that  apply? — 
To  dock  labourers. 

Chairman. 

5518.  Is  it  your  evidence  as  regards  drunken- 
ness that  the  increase  of  drunkenness  exists  in  that 
class  only,  and  do  you  consider  that  the  strikes 
sufficiently  account  for  the  increase  of  drunken- 
ness ? — I consider  that  it  is  also  attributable  to  a 
greater  love  of  drink. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5519.  Are  the  public-houses  open  in  Limerick 
pn  Sundays? — They  are,  from  two  to  seven.  It 
is  one  of  the  exempted  cities. 

Chairman. 

5520.  What  other  returns  have  you  ? — I have 
a return  of  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions 
for  drunkenness,  combined  with  any  other  offences 
on  week-days  commencing  at  8 a.m.  to  8 a.m.  the 
next,  day  ( delivering  in  the  same). 

5521.  That  is  a return  similar  to  what  you 
have  had  in  other  cases  ? — Yes. 

5522.  Have  you  a return  here  of  the  number 
of  persons  entering  four  public-houses  at  various 
dates  and  days  mentioned  ? — Yes  ( delivering  in 
the  same).  I have  also  here  a return  with  regard 
to  shebeens  and  the  hawkers  of  spirits  ( delivering 
in  the  same). 

m 5523.  This  return  gives  the  number  of  con- 
victions from  11  p.m.  on  Saturday  to  7 a.m.  on 
Monday,  and  between  1873  and  1884  it  appears 
that  you  had  no  convictions  ? — Precisely  so. 

5524.  In  1885  you  had  one  conviction ; in 
1886  you  had  two  convictions  ; in  1887  you  had 
four  convictions  ? — Yes. 

5525.  The  hawkers,  I suppose,  are  persons 
who  carry  on  illicit  trading,  and  who  do  not  hold 
licenses? — Unlicensed  persons  trading. 

5526.  Convictions  for  other  days  of  the  week, 
that  is,  from  7 a.m.  on  Mondays  to  11  p.m.  on 
Saturdays,  in  the  year  1873  were  two ; in  1874, 
one;  in  1875,  one;  in  1876,  one;  none  till  1884, 
when  there  were  two ; none  in  1885 ; one  in 
1886  ; and  four  in  1887  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

5527.  I see  that  during  the  last  year  (1887) 
there  have  been  an  increased  number  of  convic- 
tions both  during  Sundays  and  week-days ; to 
what  do  you  attribute  that? — One  woman  had 
got  it  into  her  head  that  when  she  had  got  a cer- 
tificate from  the  justices  she  had  got  a license, 
and  she  would  sell,  and  that  explains  the  apparent 
excess. 

5528.  There  were  four  convictions  against 
her  ? — Yes,  there  were. 

5529.  And  there  only  occurred  one  since  ? — 
Yes,  only  one. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5530.  Is  it  not  a shebeen  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  word?— No,  it  is  not.  She  has  some 
insane  idea  that  having  got  a certificate  she  was 
properly  not  a shebeener. 


[ Continued. 


Chairman. 

5531.  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  1885 
or  1886 ; were  some  of  the  convictions  in  those 
years  of  the  same  person  ? — No  ; these  were  bond 
fide  cases. 

Mr.  T.  (V.  Russell. 

5532.  There  were  four  Sunday  cases  bv  that 
same  woman  ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

5533.  And  four  week-day  cases  also? — Yes. 

5534.  The  other  cases  in  which  there  have  been 
one  or  two  in  various  years ; these  are  what  you 
have  called  bond  fide  shebeens? — Yes,  un- 
doubtedly. 

5535.  Do  you  think  that  shebeening  exists  to 
a considerable  extent  in  Limerick  beyond  what 
is  shown  by  these  tables  ? — I do  not. 

5536.  Do  you  think  that  violations  of  the  licens- 
ing law  by  the  public  are  frequent  in  Limerick  ? 
— I rather  think  they  are. 

5537.  Have  you  had  many  cases  of  convic- 
tions ? — I think  they  are  on  the  returns  which  I 
have  handed  in. 

5538.  In  Table  7 you  have  given  the  number 
of  convictions  in  the  years  from  1883  to  1887  for 
sale  of  ^intoxicating  liquors  at  prohibited  hours 
on  Sunday  ; it  does  not  state,  although  of  course 
Aye  know  that  the  Act  does  not  apply  to  Lime- 
rick ? — No,  it  does  not. 

5539.  Are  there  any  bogus  drinking  clubs  in 
Limerick  to  your  knowledge?— No,  there  are  not. 

5540.  I suppose  you  have  considerable  know- 
ledge of  the  rural  districts  around  Limerick  ? 

Yes,  I have. 

5541.  And  where  the  Act  is  in  operation? — 
Yes. 

5542.  Have  you  taken  pains  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  opinion  in  Limerick  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  extension  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
to  that  city  ? — I have  been  speaking  to  a number 
of  persons,  many  of  them  large  employers  of 
labour. 

5543.  Will  you  kindly  tell  us  specifically,  if  you 
can,  the  classes  of  persons  consulted,  commencing 
with  the  clergy,  of  various  denominations,  and  also 
state  as  specifically  as  you  can  the  result  of  your 
inquiries  into  the  state  of  public  opinion  upon  this 
subject?— I believe  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  is  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  of  the 
extension  of  the  Act. 

5544.  What  about  his  clergy  generally  ; did 
you  have  conversation  with  them  upon  the  sub- 
ject?— No,  I have  not. 

5545.  Are  you  aware  of  any  public  expression 
of  opinion  by  the  people  in  general  on  the  sub- 
ject ? — There  was  not  a public  meeting,  I 
understand ; that  there  was  a meeting  of  the 
congregated  trades,  but  I only  know  that  from 
the  newspaper  reports  that  1 have  read,  and  that 
they  passed  a resolution  against  Sunday  closing. 

5546.  Will  you  tell  us  how  that  meeting  was 
constituted,  and  who  convened  it? — It  was  con- 
vened by  the  president. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

5547.  Was  it  against  S unday  closing  only  ? 

No  ; it  included  early  Saturday  closing  as  well. 

5548.  Who  was  the  president  of  the  meetino-  ? 

—It 


Mr.  Jennings. 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

— It  was  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Murphy, 
a publican. 

5549.  Is  he  anything  more? — I am  not  aware 
that  he  is. 

5550.  Where  will  he  be  in  the  trades?  — I am 
not  aware  ; I know  that  he  has  been  a publican 
for  many  years. 

Chairman. 

5551.  You  understand  that  he  is  so  ? — Yes. 

5552.  And  he  is  the  president  of  the  trades  ? — 
Yes ; I am  not  aware  that  he  has  any  other 
occupation  ; that  is  all  I can  say  about  him  ; I 
do  not  say  that  he  has  not. 

5553.  Were  you  present  at  this  meeting  ? — I 
was  not  aware  of  it  until  1 saw  the  report  of  it, 
not  until  that  evening. 

5554.  Do  you  know  what  trades  were  repre- 
sented there  ? — All  the  trades  of  the  city  were 
represented  in  the  congregated  trades  system. 
The  meeting  was  at  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  the 
recognised  centre  of  the  trades  in  the  city. 

5555.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent  that  meet- 
ing was  attended  ? — I do  not. 

5556.  You  say  that  they  passed  a resolution 
against  the  extension  of  the  Act  to  Limerick  ? — 
Yes. 

5557.  And  against  early  closing  on  Saturday  ? 

5558.  Will  you  proceed  further  with  the  state- 
ment of  what  you  have  done  to  ascertain  public 
opinion  upon  the  subject? — I may  say  further 
that  I understood  that  the  resolution  was  after- 
wards sent  to  the  corporation  (at  least  I know 
that  from  the  newspaper  reports  of  it),  and  that 
they  accepted  the  resolution. 

5559.  Was  a meeting  specially  convened  of 
the  corporation  for  that  purpose  ? — I do  not  know 
that. 

5560.  With  regard  to  the  employers  of  labour 
in  Limerick,  you  said  that  you  took  some  pains 
to  ascertain  their  views  ? — I saw,  I should  say, 
about  20  of  the  largest  employers  of  labour  ; 
either  the  employer  himself  or  his  next  represen- 
tative, when  I could  not  find  him. 

5561.  Will  you  tell  us  the  result  of  your 
inquiries  generally  ? — The  great  majority  of 
them  were  in  favour  both  of  Sunday  closing  and 
of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday.  ' 

5562.  What  hour  was  mentioned  on  Saturdays 
generally  as  the  hour  at  which  they  thought 
desirable  to  close? — Eight  or  nine  o’clock.  The 
opinion  was  pretty  fairly  divided  between  eight 
and  nine  o’clock. 

5563.  That  was  the  feeling  of  the  employers, 
and  you  said  that  you  consulted  about  20;  you 
state  the  opinion  of  the  great  majority ; could  you 
give  us  approximately  the  numbers? — I should 
say  that  about  two  or  three  of  them  were  in  favour 
of  closing  on  Sunday,  but  they  were  all  in  favour 
of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday. 

5564.  About  two  or  three  of  them  dissented 
from  Sunday  closing? — Yes. 

5565.  Did  you  talk  to  those  two  or  three  of 
them  on  the  subject  of  limited  closing;  that  is  to 
say,  opening  for  a certain  number  of  hours  on 
Sunday  ? — They  were  in  favour  of  limiting  the 
hours  on  Sunday  to,  say,  from  two  to  five,  the 
present  time  of  opening  being  from  two  to  seven. 

5566.  I conclude  that  none  of  them  were  in 
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favour  of  the  continuance  of  the  present  law? — 
None. 

5567.  Did  you  take  any  pains  to  ascertain  the 
feelings  of  the  working  ciasses  on  the  subject? — 
I did  not,  as  there  was  no  public  meeting.  If  I 
were  to  go  round  and  to  consult  individuals,  pro- 
bably I should  be  going  to  those  who  I knew  had 
given  opinions.  Everyone  says  that  it  would  be 
of  very  little  benefit. 

5568.  What  about  the  Protestant  clergy  : do 
you  know  what  their  opinion  is  ? — I do  not  know 
their  opinion,  but  I believe  it  to  be  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing.  I did  not  consult  with  them,  or 
have  any  special  conversation ; but  I am  quite 
positive  that  their  opinion  is  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing. 

5569.  Has  there  been  any  indication  of  public 
opinion  upon  the  subject? — The  matter  was  dis- 
cussed on  a former  occasion,  about  five  or  six 
weeks  ago,  but  the  corporation  did  not  arrive  at 
any  conclusion ; the  matter  was  not  thrashed 
out. 

5570.  Do  you  consider,  from  your  observation, 
that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  works  well  in  the 
rural  parts  of  Limerick,  where  it  applies? — I 
think  it  works  very  well.  There  is  a portion  of 
my  district  in  the  rural  district  outside  the 
municipal  boundaries,  and  I think  it  works  very 
well  there. 

5571.  Is  there  any  tangible  body  of  public 
opinion  against  the  continuance  of  the  Act  in 
the  rural  districts,  so  far  as  you  are  aware  ? — I 
believe  not. 

5572.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the 
exemption  in  favour  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  ? 
— Yes;  I think  it  is  a great  weakness  in  the 
Act ; 1 think  it  is  very  greatly  abused. 

5573.  As  a matter  of  fact,  do  you  think  that 
it  is  abused  ? — Yes. 

5574.  Will  you  tell  us  bow  you  think  it  is 
abused  ? — A man  comes  into  the  city  of 
Limerick,  and  he  represents  himself  to  be  a 
traveller,  or  people  in  the  city  of  Limerick  will 
come  to  a publican  and  represent  themselves  to 
be  travellers,  and  the  publican  does  not  know 
them,  and  he  takes  their  word  for  it. 

5575.  You  believe  that  people  come  in  for  the 
express  purpose  of  getting  drink? — Yes;  and 
for  that  only  purpose,  excepting  where  they  take 
a walk  and  take  a drink  with  them. 

5576.  Have  you  considered  any  means  of 
grappling  with  that  evil? — We  have  found  very 
great  difficulty  in  stopping  it,  because  there  are 
a great  number  of  those  low  houses,  and  those 
houses  will  run  the  risk  of  chances,  and  I think 
the  only  way  that  it  can  be  dealt  with  would  be 
in  the  first  instance  to  increase  the  distance. 

5577.  What  would  you  increase  it  to? — I 
would  not  have  it  less  than  six  miles ; it  is  that 
portion  of  the  Act  than  which,  so  far  as  licensed 
traders  is  concerned,  nothing  is  more  abused. 

5578.  Do  you  think  that  the  extension  of  the 
distance  to  six  miles  might  work  reasonably  fairly, 
or  have  you  any  further  suggestion  to  make  ? — 
It  would  not  work  well  unless  the  penalty  was 
increased,  I consider  that  the  penalty  should  be 
fixed  at  a minimum  on  the  publican,  and  on  the 
persons  found  on  the  premises. 

5579.  What  would  you  suggest  as  the  penalty  ? 
— I do  not  think  that  it  should  be  less  than  2 l, 
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and  I would  have  every  such  offence  recorded 
with  the  mere  fact  of  conviction. 

5580.  You  would  leave  no  option,  would  you  ? 
— No,  I would  not,  because  the  publican  who  is 
carrying  on  a fair  trade  will  not  sell,  and  the 
other  publican  is  robbing  him.  I would  put  a 
smart  minimum  on  him,  and  also  on  the  person 
found  drinking. 

5581.  Have  you  any  other  amendment  of  the 
law  which  you  would  suggest  with  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  drink,  or  excessive  drinkino-  on 
Saturday  nights? — No,  I have  no  other  sugges- 
tion to  offer  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

5582.  First  of  all,  with  regard  to  the  expression 
of  public  opinion  in  Limerick,  did  the  corporation 
take  any  action  in  the  matter  ?— They  discussed 
the  matter  some  six  weeks  ago,  and  l' heard  that 
they  did  not  come  to  any  final  decision.  There 
was  a very  short  newspaper  report.  I believe 
there  was  a difference  of  opinion. 

5583.  You  say  that  you  spoke  to  some  of  the 
employers  of  labour  on  the  subject?— Yes,  many 
of  them. 

1 5584.  And  that  they  were  about  equally 
divided  ?— No,  I did  not  say  so.  I said  that  the 
majority  of  them  were  in  favour  of  earlier  closing 
on  Saturday,  and  two  or  three  of  them  were 
against  it. 

Chairman. 

5585.  Except  two  or  three  they  were  in  favour 
of  the  extension  of  the  Act  in  Limerick,  and  those 
two  or  three  were  in  favour  of  curtailing  the  hours 
on  Sunday? — Quite  so. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

5586.  Why  did  you  go  to  the  employers  of 
labour  for  an  expression  of  public  opinion  ? — I 
went  for  my  own  information. 

5587.  Are  the  employers  of  labour  the  people 
who  use  public-houses  ?— No;  but  I consider 
that  they  have  got  a pretty  good  idea  of  the 
working  of  the  Act  in  reference  to  the  persons  in 
their  employment  who  are  directly  concerned. 

5588.  Would  not  it  be  more  reasonable  for 
you  to  go  to  the  people  who  use  the  public- 
houses?— If  there  had  been  a public  meeting 
where  there  was  a representation  of  public 
opinion  in  the  community  at  large  I -would  have 
gone  there. 

5589.  But  when  there  was  no  expression  of 
public  ojiinion,  and  when  you  knew  that  this 
Committee  were  anxious  for  information  upon 
the  subject,  was  not  it  your  duty  to  find  out 
what  was  the  opinion  with  regard  to  the  subject 
of  the  people  who  use  public-houses? — Not 
practically.  If  I could  find  it  out  in  any  prac- 
tical sense  I would,  but  I do  not  think  by  going 
to  any  individual  working  men,  and  searching 
for  their  opinions,  it  would  have  been  of  any 
practical  value. 

5590.  You  have  been  four  years  in  Limerick, 
have  you  not? — Nearly  four  years. 

5591.  Are  you  not  on  sufficiently  intimate 
terms  with  many,  representative  working  men 
who  could  have  given  you  the  opinions  of  their 
comrades  ? — Yes,  I am. 

5592.  Why  did  you  not  go  and  ask  them  ?— 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

I understand  from  what  I know  of  them,  without 
going  to  consult  them,  that  there  are  many  in 
favour  of  it ; I think  the  majority  of  them  are. 

5593.  That  is  only  guess  work  after  all  ? — 
It  is  a knowledge  of  the  facts. 

5594.  It  does  seem  to  be  rather  strange  that 
you  should  have  consulted  the  employers  of 
labour  only.  You  might  have  known  pretty 
well  what  their  ojiinion  was,  I suppose? — No; 
many  of  them  I never  saw  or  spoke  to  before, 
although  I have  been  four  years  there. 

5595.  Did  you  read  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  of  the  congregated  trades? — Yes,  I 

did. 

5596.  Did  you  consider  that  a representative 
meeting  of  working  men  ? — I do  not  know  that 
I did,  because  I understand  that  the  trades  do 
not  include  the  great  majority  of  the  labourers. 

559/.  Lo  not  you  think  the  congregated 
trades  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  working  classes  ? 
— I do  not  know ; I am  not  perfectly  certain 
that  they  do. 

5598.  Are  there  not  a class  of  men  who  make 
a proper  use  of  public-houses  in  Limerick  ? — I 
think  that  they  sometimes  make  an  improper  use 
of  them. 

5599.  Some  of  them  ?— Yes,  some  of  them. 

5600.  Would  you  say  that  the  majority  of 
them  do  ? — I would  not. 

5601.  Would  you  say  that  there  was  a very 
small  minority  who  do? — I would  not;  I would 
say  a considerable  portion  of  them. 

5602.  Have  you  read  the  resolution  which 
they  passed  ? — Yes. 

5603.  Have  you  a recollection  of  it  ? — I think 
I have  a general  recollection  of  it ; I remember 
distinctly  reading  it. 

5604.  Was  this  it:  “ That  this  meeting  of  the 
congregrated  trades  of  Limerick  emphatically 
protest  against  the  present  Bill  before  Parlia- 
ment for  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sunday,  or  any  curtailment  of  the  existing  hours 
on  Saturdays  and  Sundays.  We  are  strongly  of 
opinion  that  if  such  Bill  becomes  law  its  results 
would  be  to  encourage  illicit  trade,  and  lead  to 
the  system  of  introducing  drink  into  the  houses 
of  the  people,  and  spread  very  extensively  the 
contaminating  vice  of  intemperance”? — Yes,  I 
should  say  that  was  the  resolution. 

5605.  Passed  by  the  tradesmen  of  Limerick  ? 
— Yes ; and,  as  I understand,  it  subsequently 
went  before  the  corporation. 

5606.  'lhey  point  out  two  dangers  there, 
illicit  trading  and  home  drinking ; I think  you 
have  said  there  was  very  little  shebeening  in 
Limerick  ? — Practically  none  at  present.  I 
may  say  we  have  got  no  suspected  shebeens  at 
present. 

5607.  If  the  proposed  legislation  becomes  law, 
do  you  think  that  shebeening  would  increase  ? — 
It  might  be  attempted  ; I do  not  say  it  would 
increase,  but  it  certainly  would  be  attempted. 
There  might  be  a slight  increase,  because,  prac- 
tically, we  had  none  in  1887. 

5608.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  a great 
temptation  to  evade  the  law  on  the  part  of 
people  who  desire  drink  ? — I think  it  would. 

5609.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  a kind  of 
intemperance  with  which  the  police  would  find  it 

very 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
very  difficult  to  deal?  — Not  with  the  intem- 
perance. 

5610.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  a bad 
system  of  drinking  for  the  people  who  indulge 
in  it  ? — I do  not  know.  They  might  not  get  so 
much,  and  they  certainly  could  not  get  so  much 
as  they  could  under  the  present  state  of  things. 

5611.  Do  you  think  that  the  shebeen  keeper 
would  be  more  careful  of  the  morality  and 
sobriety  of  ,his  customers  than  the  respectable 
publican  ? — No  ; I mean  that  the  person  who  has 
a liking  for  the  drink,  not  Jieing  able  to  get  so 
much,  and  not  having  so  many  opportunities  of 
getting  it,  would  not  be  so  drunk. 

5612.  Is  not  the  character  of  the  public-house 
keeper  rather  a guarantee  againt  the  abuse  of 
that  liberty  ? — As  to  the  generality  of  publicans, 
yes. 

5613.  Is  it  not  a guarantee  that  the  generality 
of  publicans  will  not  supply  a man  who  is  under 
the  influence  of  drink  ? — Yes,  but  there  are  many 
that  will. 

5614.  What  class  of  people  are  they  ? — Publi- 
cans ; keepers  of  the  low-class  public-houses,  of 
which  we  have  a very  great  number,  who  are 
quite  prepared  to  run  the  risk. 

5615.  The  respectable  publican  will  not  do 
anything  of  the  kind?— No;  I think  the 
Limerick  respectable  publicans,  and  there  are 
many  of  them,  would  not  sell  liquor  to  drunken 
persons. 

5616.  Your  statistics  show,  do  they  not,  an 
increase  of  arrests  and  detections  with  regard  to 
shebeening? — That  is  in  1887,  but  1 have 
explained  that. 

5617.  Up  to  the  year  1873  there  were  none ; 
1874,  1875,  and  1876  there  were  one  each  year, 
and  in  1887  there  were  four  ? — And  those  four 
were  against  a female. 

5618.  The  same  figures  are  shown  on  Sundays, 
are  they  not?- Yes,  in  1885  there  was  one. 

5619.  And  in  1887  there  were  four? — Yes. 

5620.  There  is  a tendency  to  shebeening  under 
the  present  circumstances  ; do  not  you  think  that 
if  you  impose  additional  restrictions  upon  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  trade  you  would  increase 
the  danger  of  shebeening? — Yes;  but  in  this 
case  the  woman  was  not  a shebeener  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  word. 

5621.  But  there  are  four  cases? — Those  eight 
are  against  one  person. 

Chairman. 

5622.  As  regards  1887,  eight  convictions  were 
all  against  the  same  person,  who  appeared  to  be, 
as  you  stated,  under  some  insane  belief  that  she 
was  licensed? — Yes,  she  had  the  liquor  in  her 
shop  ; the  sergeant  went  in  and  he  had  to 
prosecute  her  over  and  over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

. 5623.  In  short,  is  it  not  a fact  that  you  run  a 
risk  of  increasing  that  class  of  illicit  trading  if 
you  place  more  restrictions  upon  the  legitimate 
trade  ? — There  is  a certain  amount  of  risk  ; I do 
not  say  there  is  a great  amount  of  risk. 

5624.  If  you  curtail  the  hours  on  Saturday, 
and  close  the  houses  on  Sunday,  do  not  you  run 
another  great  risk,  pointed  out  in  this  resolution, 
of  increasing  the  consumption  of  drink  in  the 
houses  of  working  men  ? — I do  not  think  so. 
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t 5625.  If  you  close  the  public-houses  earlier  on 
Saturday  evening,  do  not  you  think  people  will 
carry  drink  home  with  them  ? — Not  to  any  appre- 
ciable extent;  that  is  my  opinion. 

5626.  If  the  houses  were  to  be  closed  the  next 
day,  do  not  you  think  they  will  do  so  ?— I do  not, 
to  any  extent. 

5627.  Why  is  that  your  belief? — A.  man  who 
is  used  to  drink  to  excess  on  Sunday,  if  he 
wanted  drink  when  Sunday  closing  were  the  law, 
he  would  finish  it  off  on  the  Saturday  night.  I 
do  not  think  he  would  bring  in  a supply  and 
spread  it  all  over  Sunday.  I think  he  would 
have  it  all  gone  before  one  o’clock  on  Sunday 
morning  if  he  brought  it  home. 

5628.  If  you  curtail  the  hours,  is  he  not  more 
likely  to  bring  drink  home  on  Saturday  night  ? 
— I do  not  think  a man  that  now  drinks  to  excess 
would  bring  drink  home. 

5629.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  habits  of 
men  who  are  fond  of  drink? — Pretty  well. 

5630.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  a man  had 
been  nibbling  at  it  all  day,  and  had  the  money  in 
his  pocket,  he  would  be  likely  to  bring  it  home 
with  him  on  Saturday  night  ? — He  might  brine 
a little. 

5631.  And  he  would  consume  it  on  Saturday 
uight  ? — Yes  ; I do  not  think  he  would  spread  it 
over  the  Sunday. 

5632.  What  class  of  drink  would  it  be  ? — The 
ordinary  drink  that  many  drink  to  excess  is 
porter. 

5633.  That  is  -what  they  drink  in  public- 
houses  ? — Generally  they  take  whiekey  ; but 
porter  is  the  ordinary  tipple. 

5634.  Do  not  you  think  whatever  drink  they 
carry  home  with  them  it  would  be  more  commo- 
diously  and  easily  carried ; do  not  you  think 
that  a man  who  would  carry  drink  home  with 
him  would  carry  it  in  the  shape  of  whiskey? — Yes, 
but  I do  not  think  that  is  the  drink  that  makes 
him  drunk. 

5635.  Do  not  you  think  that  that  is  the  drink 
they  would  carry  home? — Ido  not  know  ; a man 
could  just  as  conveniently  carry  home  a gallon  of 
porter  as  a pint  of  whiskey  or  two  pints  of 
whiskey. 

5636.  Do  not  you  think  that  a man  leaving  the 
public-house,  having  had  some  drink,  and  being 
turned  out  of  a public-house  at  seven  or  eight 
of  a Saturday  night,  is  more  likely  to  carry  home 
whiskey  in  a bottle  than  porter  in  a jar  ? — I do 
not  know  that ; I think  he  would  take  what  he 
is  in  the  habit  of  drinking;  that  is  my  own 
impression. 

5637.  Be  it  porter  or  whiskey,  do  you  think  it 
is  a very  desirable  thing  that  this  drink  should  be 
carried  home  into  the  midst  of  the  families  of 
those  working  men  ? — I do  not  say  it  is  desirable, 
and  I do  not  say  That  it  would  be  done  to  any 
extent.  I am  only  giving  my  own  impression. 

5638.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  houses  were 
closed  on  Sundays  or  on  Saturday  nights  it  would 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  drinking  clubs  in 
Limerick? — I do  not  think  it  would;  however, 
that  is,  of  course,  a subject  upon  which  it  is  very 
hard  to  form  an  opinion  upon. 

5639.  It  is  your  opinion,  then,  that  if  further 
restrictions  were  placed  upon  the  trade  it  would 
result  in  large  good  and  no  evil  ? — No,  1 do  not 
say  that. 

F F 5640.  That 
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5640.  That  is  what  you  have  been  saying,  that 
it  would  not  lead  to  home  drinking ; that  it  would 
not  lead  to  an  increase  of  shebeening,  and  that  it 
would  not  lead  to  the  establishment  of  clubs  ? — I 
do  not  think  it  would  lead  to  that  to  any  great 
extent. 

5641.  These  are  your  figures  or  statistics  which 
I have  before  me ; we  will  first  come  to  the 
arrests  and  convictions  on  Sundays;  in  1874  there 
were  168  arrests  and  174  convictions  ; in  1878 
there  were  152  arrests  and  164  convictions,  and 
in  1882  there  were  124  arrests  and  131  convic- 
tions ; those  are  periods  of  intervals  of  three 
years ; there  is  a gradual  decline  in  the  convic- 
tions and  arrests  on  Sundays;  to  what  do  you 
attribute  that  gradual  decline? — I was  not  in 
Limerick  in  1874  ; not  till  1884. 

5642.  I thought  you  said  a while  ago  that  there 
was  a growing  desire  for  drink  on  the  part  of  the 
people? — Yes;  but  that  is  my  opinion  of  what 
was  the  state  of  things  towards  1887. 

5643.  In  1886  there  were  168  arrests  and 
199  convictions  ; that  is  a very  small  increase,  is 
it  not,  in  those  four  years,  from  124  to  131  ; at 
all  events,  there  is  a slight  increase  towards  1885 
and  1887;  your  figures  show  that? — Yes,  un- 
doubtedly. 

5644.  And  Sunday  is  the  day  upon  which 
there  are  restrictions  unon  getting  drink? — 
Yes. 

5645.  Public-houses  are  not  open  for  one-third 
of  the  time,  I suppose,  that  they  are  on  any 
other  days  in  the  week?— Quite  so;  they  are 
only  open  from  two  till  seven. 

5646.  Now,  I will  take  the  other  return,  and 
cast  your  eye  over  the  figures  for  week  days 
( handing  a return  to  the  Witness)-,  in  some  of 
those  columns  you  have  selected  Sunday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Saturday  ? — Yes,  in  the  first  return. 

5647.  Take  the  second  return,  Table  5,  will 
you  give  me  the  arrests  and  convictions  in  1874 
for  Saturdays? — Two  hundred  and  sixty-four 
arrests  and  290  convictions. 

5648.  How  many  were  there  in  1878  ? — Two 
hundred  and  eleven  arrests  and  215  convictions. 

5649.  Is  that  a decrease  ? — Yes. 

5650.  Now  go  to  1882  ? — There  were  158 
arrests  and  171  convictions. 

5651.  Now  go  to  1886  ; is  there  a decrease  ? — 
Yes,  in  1886  there  were  427  arrests  and  448  con- 
victions. 

5652.  Was  that  the  year  of  the  strike  ?— One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  was  the 
year  of  the  strike.  There  were  also  strikes  in 
other  years,  but  1887  was  a strike  of  seven  or 
eight  weeks. 

Chairman. 

5653.  Were  they  strikes  that  you  have  taken 
into  account? — Yes,  they  were  short  periods. 

5654.  Did  you  take  them  into  consideration 
in  giving  your  answer  to  me? — I did,  but  I re- 
ferred to  the  large  strike  in  1886,  when  there 
are  427  arrests  on  Saturdays  and  448  convic- 
tions. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

5655.  Now  will  you  take  Thursday,  beginning 
in  1874;  why  have  you  taken  Thursday;  first  of 
all,  is  it  a market  day  ? — No,  it  is  the  central 
day  of  the  week ; I did  not  fix  on  Thursday. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

5656.  Now,  will  you  take  Thursday  in  1874  ? 
— There  were  161  arrests  and  172  convictions. 

5657.  Now  take  1878  ? — On  Thursdays  in 
1878,  there  were  168  arrests  and  187  convic- 
tions. 

5658.  Is  that  an  increase  or  a decrease? — That 
is  about  the  same ; there  was  a slight  increase 
of  14  or  15  in  the  number  of  convictions. 

5659.  What  were  they  in  1882  ? — On  the 
Thursdays  in  1882,  there  were  112  arrests  and 
157  convictions. 

5660.  Is  not  that  a.decrease  ? — Yes. 

5661.  What  does  1886  say? — In  1886  there 
were  214  arrests. 

5662.  That  is  another  slight  increase,  is  it  not? 
— That  is  a considerable  increase ; there  were 
229  convictions. 

Chairman. 

5663.  Will  you  tell  me  has  the  vigilance  in 
making  arrests  been  constant  during  those  years; 
roughly  speaking,  have  the  same  proportion  of 
drunken  people  been  either  arrested  or  punished 
during  the  entire  period,  or  have  you  noticed  any 
change  ?—  I consider  that  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease of  intemperance. 

5664.  During  that  period,  so  far  as  you  are 
aware,  do  the  arrests  fairly  represent  the  same 
proportion  in  each  year  of  the  amount  of  drunk- 
enness in  the  streets  of  Limerick? — The  convic- 
tions do. 

5665.  I mean  is  there  the  same  proportion  of 
people  drunk  in  the  streets  of  Limerick  arrested 
and  convicted  throughout  the  entire  period,  so  far 
as  you  are  aware? — During  the  period  that  I know, 
that  is  to  say,  from  October  1884,  I think  the 
convictions  fairly  represent  the  intoxication. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

5666.  There  has  been  a gradual  decline  in  the 
number  of  arrests  and  convictions  up  to  a certain 
date  up  to  1884,  and  there  has  been  an  increase 
all  round  for  the  last  two  years ; to  what  do  you 
attribute  this  great  increase  of  arrests  and  con- 
victions for  drunkenness  ? — I believe  that  the 
vigilance  of  the  police  has  been  about  the  same 
during  the  period  that  I am  personally  aware  of, 
that  is,  from  1884,  but  I say  that  my  opinion  is 
that  intoxication  has  increased  lately. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Rusself. 

5667.  Have  the  police  force  been  increased  in 
Limerick  ? — They  were  increased  by  five,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  that  affects  it. 

Chairman. 

5668.  The  honourable  Member  asked  you  if 
you  could  account  for  the  increase,  and  you  ac- 
counted for  the  increase  by  the  mention  of  strikes; 
have  you  any  other  answer  ? — I believe  that  the 
people  have  got  a greater  love  of  drink  ; I can- 
not attribute  it  to  any  other  cause.  I do  not 
think  there  has  been  much  difference  in  the  vigil- 
ance of  the  police. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

5669.  I notice  that  in  your  seventh  Table  the 
convictions  in  1884  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor  during  prohibited  hours  on  Sundays  were 
21  and  the  dismissals  six,  and  in  1887  there 
were  11  convictions  and  six  dismissals ; in  your 

opinion 
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Mr.  John  O’  Connor — -continued, 
opinion  would  not  these  figures  prove  that  the 
publicans  conduct  their  business  in  a proper 
manner? — No. 

5670.  You  have  been  asked  some  questions 
about  the  working  of  the  bona  fide  travellers’ 
clause  ; do  not  you  think  that  it  would  be  a 
great  convenience  to  many  people  to  have  the 
limit  of  distance  increased  from  the  present 
limit  to  six  or  seven  miles  ? — I do  not  know  that 
it  would. 

5671.  Are  there  not  many  people  in  Limerick 
who  walk  out  into  the  country  every  Sunday  for 
recreation  ? — Not  very  many  who  walk  out 
three  miles. 

5672.  Are  there  not  many  beautiful  places 
around  Limerick  and  many  nice  suburbs  ? — 
There  are  not  until  you  get  out  a little. 

5673.  What  distance  out? — Three  miles  and 
four  miles ; Castle  Connell  is  the  general  place, 
and  that  is  eight  miles  from  Limerick  ; there  is 
no  other  show  place  near  Limerick. 

5674.  Would  you  not  consider  eight  miles  to 
Castle  Connell  and  six  or  seven  miles  to  any 
other  place  rather  a fatiguing  walk  to  impose 
upon  people  who  are  engaged  every  day  at 
business  before  they  can  get  refreshment?— 
Still  it  is  only  where  there  is  a suggested  cur- 
tailment. 

5675.  Are  there  not  very  large  drapery  esta- 
blishments in  Limerick? — Yes. 

5676.  Are  there  not  a number  of  tradesmen 
who  have  benches  and  places  of  that  sort  to 
which  they  are  confined  every  day? — Yes. 

5677.  Do  not  you  think  that  those  men 
require  some  fresh  air  and  a recreative  walk  on 
a Sunday  ? — Yes. 

5678.  Do  not  you  think  that  six  miles  out  and 
six  miles  back  would  be  a long  journey  for  them 
without  getting  any  refreshment  ? — I do  not 
know  that  it  would  be. 

5679.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  men  of 
indoor  habits  and  indoor  occupations  are  capable 
of  walking  a journey  of  10  or  11  miles  without 
getting  refreshment  and  without  injury  to  their 
Health? — Certainly;  I certainly  think  they 
would  like  to  get  it. 

5680.  Do  not  you  think  that  they  would  want 
it?— I do  not  know  that  they  would. 

5681.  Do  you  march  out  with  your  men  any 
distance  in  the  country  at  any  time  ? — Occa- 
sionally. 

5682.  Do  you  think  that  your  men  would  like 
to  go  10  or  11  miles  without  getting  refresh- 
ment ? — I have  often  seen  them  do  so  ; that  they 
would  wish  it  is  another  tiling. 

5683.  Do  you  think  that  they  would  be  any 
the  worse  from  having  refreshment? — Some  men 
it  would  affect,  other  men  it  would  not.  I would 
not  like  to  prescribe  a drink  for  every  man. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

5684.  May  I ask  whether  you  are  fully  in- 
formed as  to  the  habits  of  the  people  ? — I believe 
I am. 

5685.  What  opportunities  have  you  had  of 
knowing  what  their  habits  are  ?— I have  many 
opportunities  of  knowing  their  habits  on  occasions 
of  outrages  and  in  cases  of  assaults.  On  occa- 
sions of  this  kind  I have  had  to  visit  persons  and 
go  through  houses  and  premises,  and  I have  gene- 
rally a very  good  idea  of  what  their  habits  are. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  McDonald — continued. 

5686.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
their  habits  before  you  became  a member  of  the 
force  ? — Yes,  considering  that  1 have  been  for 
the  past  20  years  in  the  service,  I think  I have 
had  a pretty  good  opportunity. 

5687.  I asked  you  before  you  came  into  the 
service  ? — lres. 

5688.  In  what  part  of  the  country? — In  eight 
or  10  counties  in  Ireland.  My  father  was  in  the 
service. 

5689.  Consequently  so  far  you  have  police 
sympathies  in  consequence? — I do  not  know  that 
I have  any  police  sympathies  outside  my  duty. 

5690.  You  had  no  opportunity,  had  you,  of 
mixing  much  with  the  people  when  you  lived 
with  your  father  ? — I did  not  live  with  my  father, 
and  I never  lived  in  barracks. 

5691.  How  long  were  you  in  Jfllphin? — I was 
there  three,  years. 

5692.  Is  not  Elphin  an  exceedingly  quiet  sober 
town  ? — It  is  14  years  since  I was  there ; it  was 
rather  a sober  place  then,  and  it  was  a very  sober 
country  all  about  it. 

5693.  And  you  were  some  time,  I think,  at 
Ferbane? — I was  at  Ferbane  for  four  years. 

5694.  I suppose  it  was  equally  quiet  and  sober? 
— It  is  an  ordinary  country  place ; it  is  a quiet 
locality  indeed. 

5695.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  Sunday  closing  in  all  the  places  at  which  you 
have  been  stationed  since  you  have  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  force,  taking  them  in  general  ? — The 
opinion  which  I have  formed  of  the  Act  is  that  it 
has  had  a very  good  effect. 

5696.  Why  has  it  not  had  a good  effect  in 
Limerick  ? — The  hours  were  only  curtailed  in 
Limerick  ; the  houses  have  not  been  closed. 

5697.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Act  of  1878? — I was  in  Fer- 
bane till  1881,  and  I was  in  Limerick  and  Clare, 
and  subsequently  in  Cork  city,  and  then  in 
Limerick,  so  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  passed 
while  I was  in  Ferbane. 

5698.  We  will  confine  you  to  Limerick  at 
present? — I meant  the  early  closing  in  Limerick. 

5699.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  result 
of  the  Act  in  the  rural  districts  over  which  you 
have  charge  ? — I think  that  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  has  had  a very  beneficial  result  in  the  rural 
portions  of  my  district. 

5700-  What  is  the  extent  of  your  rural  district? 
— Ir  i-uns  to  Castle  Connell  on  the  north,  to 
O’Brien’s  Bridge  on  the  south,  and  it  would  be,  I 
should  sayj  about  1 1 statute  miles  north  up  the 
Shannon ; it  then  runs  south  about  three  miles, 
and  it  runs  east  about  six  miles. 

5701.  Do  you  find  any  perceptible  improve- 
ment in  the  rural  portion  of  your  district  ? — I 
can  only  speak  generally  that  I believe  there  has 
been  an  improvement. 

5702.  Notwithstanding  you  say  there  is  a 
tendency  to  drink  more  ? — In  the  city  of  Limerick 
there  is. 

5703.  With  regard  to  strikes  to  which  you 
have  referred  in  your  direct  evidence,  I suppose 
people  have  no  money  to  spend  when  they  are 
on  strikes  ? — It  invariably  happens  that  there  is 
more  drunkenness  at  such  times,  wherever  the 
money  comes  from. 

5704.  Could  you  give  a natural  supposition  as 
to  where  it  comes  from,  if  there  be  more  drunken- 

P F 2 ness? 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
ness  ? — They  must  really  pawn  all  their  goods 
when  they  are  idle,  and  spend  their  money  on 
drink  only,  and  that  is  the  opinion  which  I have 
formed. 

5705.  I must  ask  you  to  express  it  a little  more 
fully  ; is  it  not  a fact  that  the  dock  labourers  in 
Limerick  have  scarcely  a shilling  to  spare  from 
week  to  week  even  when  they  are  at  work  ? — 
They  should  have  put  the  money  aside  when  they 
were  at  work. 

5706.  Is  it  not  within  your  knowledge  that 
the  dock  labourers  of  Limerick,  like  similar 
labourers  elsewhere,  spend  from  week  to  week 
all  their  earnings  on  themselves  and  their  families, 
and  do  not  put  by  any  reserve  ? — They  do  not 
put  by  any  reserve  generally. 

5707.  Consequently  when  they  are  out  of  em- 
ployment the  natural  presumption  is  that  they 
have  no  money  ? — One  would  think  so,  but  still 
they  eet  the  drink. 

5708.  Would  not  that  be  the  natural  supposi- 
tion ? — It  would  be,  but  I do  not  find  it  to  be  the 
fact. 

5709.  How  long  were  those  dock  labourers  on 
strike  ? — They  were  on  strike  in  1887  ; I do  not 
think  the  whole  thing  was  settled  for  six  or  seven 
weeks. 

5710.  During  those  six  or  seven  weeks  they 
continued  to  drink  ? — They  got  drink.  I do  not 
say  that  all  the  drink  is  confined  to  the  dock 
labourers. 

5711.  You  attribute  the  increase  of  drinking 
mainly  to  the  strike  of  the  dock  labourers,  do  you 
not  ? — I attribute  the  increase  to  the  fact  of  the 
strike  in  that  year,  and  to  the  disorder  following  it. 

5712.  But  you  would  admit  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  general  opinion  that  they  have  no  money  to 
spend  at  that  time  ? — I cannot  say  that  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  general  opinion. 

5713.  Dr.  O’Dwyer  is  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishop  of  Limerick,  is  he  not? — Yes. 

5714.  Did  you  know  Dr.  O’Dwyer  before  he 
was  appointed  bishop? — Yes. 

5715.  And  you  knew  him  to  be  a strenuous 
advocate  of  temperance  at  that  time  ? — Yes. 

5716.  And  the  general  head  of  temperance 
societies?— Yes,  he  was  at  the  head  of  eight 
temperance  societies. 

6717.  And  he  took  an  active  interest  in  their 
promotion  ? — Yes. 

5718.  Consequently,  when  he  became  bishop 
he  naturally  had  similar  sympathies,  and  perhaps 
even  stronger? — I have  not  seen  any  public 
expression  of  his  sympathies. 

5719.  Did  you  go  and  consult  Dr.  O’Dwver? 

— Yes,  I did.  J 

5720.  When  you  went  you  consulted  Dr. 
O’Dwyer  as  to  the  effect  of  Sunday  closing  and 
early  Saturday  closing;  you  already  knew  his 
views,  did  you  not?— I did  not. 

5721.  Did  not  you  know  that  he  was  a tem- 
perance advocate  ? — Yes,  I did,  but  I did  not 
know  his  views  on  the  subject  you  mention.  I 
did  not  know  or  hear  of  the  letter  which,  I 
afterwards  was  informed,  appeared  in  some  of 
the  papers. 

5/22.  But  you  knew  what  his  views  were  ? — 

I knew  that  he  was  an  advocate  of  temperance, 
but  I did  not  know  his  views. 

5723.  Knowing  the  views  of  Dr.  O’Dwyer 
before  he  became  bishop,  was  it  necessary  to  con- 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
suit  him  further  upon  the  subject?— I did  not 
know  his  views. 

5724.  I thought  you  said  that  he  was  a tem- 

perance advocate?— I knew  that,  but  I did  not 
know  his  viewson  Sunday  closing  or  on  Saturday 
early  closing.  J 

5725.  You  did  not  consult  any  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  of  Limerick  on  the  subject,  did 
you  ? — I did  not. 

5726.  And  you  think  that  was  a fair  way  of 
arriving  at  a certain  conclusion  when  you  con- 
sulted a bishop  who  had  certain  views,  and  did 
not  consult  the  clergy?— I did  not  obtain  any 
expression  as  to  the  views  of  the  clergy. 

5727.  You  did  not  seek  it? — I did  not. 

5728.  And  you  did  not  consider  it  your  duty 
did  you,  to  seek  it?— I did  not.  I believed  that 
I was  aware  of  it. 

5729.  Did  you  consult  any  of  the  Protestant 
clergy  or  Nonconformist  clergy?— I did  not,  for 
the  reason  1 gave. 

5730.  You  said,  did  you  not,  that  the  president 
of  the  associated  trades  of  Limerick  holds  a 
license  ? — Yes. 

5731.  At  that  meeting,  I think,  you  said  there 
was  a unanimous  resolution  of  the  associated 
trades  against  total  closing  on  Sunday,  and 
against  any  shortening  of  the  hours  on  Saturday  ? 
—I  am  not  quite  certain  as  to  the  unanimity  of 
it,  but  that  is  my  impression,  that  the  matter  was 
not  discussed. 

5732.  What  large  employers  of  labour  did  you 

consult  in  Limerick,  and  what  establishments  ? 

I consulted  the  large  bacon-curing  establish- 
ments, timber  merchants,  corn  merchants,  and 
some  of  those  engaged  in  the  iron  trade. 

5733.  Did  you  consult  all  in  the  bacon-curing 
trade  ? — I consulted  three  ; there  are  only  fonr 
in  Limerick  that  I am  aware  of,  and  I had  an  idea 
about  the  fourth. 

5734.  So  far  as  the  fourth  is  concerned,  you 
did  not  consult  him  ; he  is  a gentleman  with  a 
very  Irish  name,  is  he  not? — Yes. 

5735.  And  why  is  it  that  you  did  not  consult 
that  gentleman  with  the  very  Irish  name,  seeing 
that  you  consulted  the  other  three?— Because  his 
opinions  were  pretty  well  known  on  the  subject ; 
there  was  no  necessity  for  consulting  him,  whereas 
I did  not  know  the  opinion  of  the  others. 

5736.  Still,  although  you  knew  Dr.  O’Dwyer, 
you  thought  it  necessary  to  consult  with  him  ? 
—The  gentleman  with  the  Irish  name  had  ex- 
pressed his  opinion,  which  Dr.  O’Dwyer  had  not. 

Chairman. 

5737.  What  was  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
with  the  Irish  name  ? — He  was  against  Sunday 
closing ; that  was  my  impression,  and  that  deter- 
mined me. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

5/38.  That  gentleman  was  high  sheriff  of 
Limerick ; was  he  not  ?—  Yes. 

5739.  And  there  was  another  gentleman 
with  the  same  name,  who  has  been  mayor  of 
Limerick  ? — He  was  not  the  mayor  or  Limerick. 
The  present  high  sheriff  was  the  mayor  of 
Limerick  ; the  other  gentleman  was  not ; but 
anyhow,  I know  these  gentlemen’s  opinions. 

. 6740.  With  regard  to  the  bond  fide  traveller 
distance,  do  you  consider  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  extend  it  to  seven  or  eight  miles  ? — I do. 

5741.  Is 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY  CLOSING  ACTS  (IRELAND). 


229' 


14  May  1888.]  Mr.  Jennings.  [Continued. 


Mr.  Peter  McDonald — continued. 

5741.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  very  few  country 

30ple,  or  from  the  suburban  districts,  come  into 

imerick  on  Sundays? — Not  very  many  come  in 

from  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Limerick. 

5742.  In  fact,  I may  say  very  few  come  in  to 
Limerick  on  Sundays  from  the  surrounding 
district? — Very  few,  practically. 

5743.  As  a consequence,  there  is  abuse  of  the 
bond  fide  traveller  system.iu  the  city  of  Limerick 
during  the  day  ? — Yes,  there  is;  but  not  at  that 
distance.  I was  asked  what  distance  I would 
suggest,  and  I said  that  the  abuse  of  it  was  in 
the  people  of  Limerick  going  from  one  quarter 
to  the  other  ; that  is  to  say,  the  sale  at  prohibited 
hours  to  persons  representing  themselves  to  be 
bond  fide  travellers. 

5744.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  clubs  in 
Limerick? — There  are  five  or  si*  clubs  in 
Limerick. 

5745.  I do  not  mean  what  we  would  call  the 
clubs  of  the  better  classes ; there  are  other  clubs 
besides  those  of  the  better  classes,  are  there  not? 
— There  are  a few. 

5746.  What  are  those ; for  instance,  is  there 
a drapers’  club  ? — Yes  ; but  I thought  you  would 
regard  that  club  as  a club  belonging  to  the 
better  classes  ; I include  drapers  in  this  six. 

5747.  Have  not  the  drapers’  assistants  a boat 
club  ? — Y es  ; there  are  two. 

5748.  Is  not  there  a grocers’  club  ? — Yes. 

5749.  What  other  clubs  do  you  know  ? — Then 
there  is  the  county  club. 

5750.  I do  not  mean  the  county  club,  which  is 
an  aristocratic  club  ; I mean  what  you  may  call 
the  people’s  clubs,  or  working  men’s  clubs ? — 
Yes,  there  are  working  men’s  clubs.  I think 
there  are  three  other  clubs  in  addition  to  those  ; 
but  they  are  not  of  the  same  class. 

5751.  They  are  not  so  well  off,  I suppose  ?— 
No  ; but  they  are  all  of  the  aristocratic  class. 
There  is  the  county  club,  and  there  is  the 
professional  club,  and  there  is  the  reading  club, 
all  of  which  are  included  in  the  six. 

5572.  If  there  were  total  Sunday  closing  in 
Limerick,  do  you  not  think  that  those  people’s 
clubs,  or  working  men’s  clubs,  would  be  likely  to 
increase  ? — I believe  that  there  would  be  a slight 
increase. 

5753.  Consequently,  that  the  young  men  who 
would  want  to  get  drink,  not  finding  it  in  well- 
conducted  public-houses,  would  have  to  resort  to 
those  clubs  ?— Probably. 

5754.  With  regard  to  home  drinking  ; is  there 
much  of  that  in  Limerick?— There  is  not. 

5755.  Why  is  that? — Because  they  can  get 
the  drink  outside. 

5756.  And  they  can  get  it  during  prohibited 
hours;  is  that  what  you  mean? — I think  that 
there  is  a great  deal  of  the  sale  of  drink  at  pro- 
hibited hours  by  licensed  traders  of  a low 
class. 

5757.  You  have  had  a good  many  convictions 
latterly,  have  you  not,  for  the  sale  of  drink 
during  prohibited  hours  ? — No,  not  very  many. 

5758.  Would  those  convictions  for  sale  during 
prohibited  hours  be  likely  to  increase  if  the 
houses  were  totally  closed  on  Sundays? — Yes, 
if  there  was  not  a heavier  penalty  placed  on 
those  who  break  the  law. 

5759.  So  that  that  would  be  one  of  the  abuses 
0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  Mc Donald — continued, 
or  evils  which  would  be  likely  to  arise  from  total 
closing  on  Sundays? — Yes,  without  the  con- 
tingency that  I say. 

5760.  In  the  better  class  of  public-house  in 
George’s-street  and  William-street,  is  there 
much  drinking  up  to  11  o’clock  on  ordinary 
Saturday  evenings  ? — There  is  a fair  share  of 
it. 

5761.  But  it  is  not  so  much  as  it  is  in  the 
other  streets  ? — No  ; but  in  some  of  the  houses 
in  George’s-street  there  is  a very  good  con- 
sumption of  liquor. 

5762.  And  where  the  conduct  of  the  houses  is 
fair  ? — Yes. 

5763.  And  if  any  of  the  houses  would  have  to 
be  suppressed,  should  it  not  be  houses  in  the 
back  streets  mainly  amongst  the  poor  people  ? — 
I would  not  like  to  specify  any  quarter. 

5764.  Some  questions  have  been  asked  of  some 
of  the  witnesses  by  some  of  the  honourable 
Member’s  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  desirability 
of  improving  the  habits  of  the  people  by  pro- 
viding them  a better  class  of  dwellings  ; are  you 
of  the  same  opinion  ? — Decidedly. 

5765.  And  do  you  consider  that  such  improve- 
ment, in  a sanitary  point  of  view,  would  make 
people  better  in  the  town  ? — Decidedly,  there  is 
no  place  where  it  is  required  more  than  in 
Limerick. 

5766.  Some  portions  of  Limerick  are  sadly  in 
want  of  improvement  in  that  respect? — Yes; 
they  are  a miserable  type  of  dwellings. 

5767.  If  the  people  were  better  housed,  do  not 
you  think  that  there  would  be  less  tendency  to 
abuse  drink  ? — That  is  my  belief. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

5768.  At  this  meeting  of  the  trades  to  which 
you  have  referred,  with  Mr.  Murphy  in  the 
chair,  were  there  many  people  present  who  were 
interested  in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drink, 
either  directly  or  indirectly  ? — I should  say  a 
few.  I cannot  say  how  many. 

5769.  You  cannot  tell  me  how  many  were  at 
that  meeting? — I cannot;  it  was  very  suddenly 
called.  I was  not  aware  of  it  until  it  was  almost 
over. 

5770.  Beyond  knowing  who  the  chairman  was, 
you  know  very  little  about  the  constitution  of 
that  meeting? — Very  little. 

5771.  In  your  opinion,  would  you  say  that  the 
meeting  represented  the  trades  of  Limerick? — 
Yes ; generally,  I believe,  they  fairly  repre- 
sented the  trade  of  Limerick. 

5772.  What  do  you  mean  by  fairly  represent- 
ing the  trade  of  Limerick? — The  people  of  the 
different  trades  in  Limerick  were  at  the  meeting, 
and  I believe  that  there  were  some  portion  of 
them  non-society  men. 

5773.  Would  it  represent  two-thirds  of  the 
trade  of  Limerick? — I should  say  it  would  very 
fairly  represent  them. 

5774.  I see  that  in  Limerick,  with  a popu- 
lation of  38,555,  there  are  315  publicans  ? — 
Yes. 

5775.  How  do  you  account  for  that  large 
number  of  public-houses  ? — I went  back  for 
years  to  try  the  numbers,  to  see  if  there  had 
been  any  increase  in  the  number  of  publio- 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

houses,  and  I find  that  they  were  about  the  same 
for  years  past. 

5776.  Plow  many  years  would  there  have  been 
those  315  public-houses  in  Limerick  '! — Certainly 
for  15  or  16  years  there  would  be  about  the  same 
number. 

5777.  Do  you  remember  how  many  convictions 
there  were  against  publicans  for  selling  out  of 
hours  on  Sundays? — I think  I have  given  the 
information. 

5778.  I see  that  in  1887  there  were  11  con- 
victions and  six  dismissals.  Those  figures  which 
you  have  given  us,  and  which  show  an  enormous 
increase  in  both  the  arrests  and  the  convictions, 
you  say  are  partly  due,  in  1886  and  1887,  to  the 
dock  labourers’  strikes  ? — Yes. 

5779.  But  chiefly  through  the  increasing 
drinking  habits  of  the  people? — That  is  my 
belief. 

5780.  In  your  opinion,  does  the  fact  of  those 
houses  being  open  from  two  to  seven  on  Sunday 
afternoon  create  a temptation  to  the  people  to  go 
and  obtain  drink?  — 1 believe  it  does. 

5781.  If  those  houses  were  closed  the  whole  of 
Sunday,  in  your  opinion,  do  you  think  that  there 
would  be  so  many  cases  of  drunkenness  ? — I do 
not  think  there  would  be. 

5782.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  shebeens  or  bogus  clubs  ? — 
That  might  be  tried  on,  but  I do  not  think  it 
could  be  carried  on  if  they  were  vigorously  dealt 
with. 

5783.  Do  you  think  that  with  the  arrange- 
ments which  you  have  in  Limerick,  supposing 
the  public-houses  were  closed  on  Sunday,  the 
authorities  could  deal  with  the  shebeens  and 
bogus  clubs  ? — There  might  be  some  difficulty, 
but  I think  they  could  deal  with  them  ; that  is 
my  impression. 

5784.  In  your  opinion,  would  it  be  an  effective 
check  to  a great  deal  of  the  drunkenness  which 
at  present  exists? — Yes,  I think  so.  I think  it 
would  check  a great  deal  of  it  at  any  rate. 

5785.  Then,  as  regards  Saturdays,  what  time 
are  the  workpeople  paid  in  Limerick  ? — They 
are  paid  both  on  Fridays  and  on  Saturdays. 

5786.  Have  you  a half-holiday  on  Saturday? 
—Yes, 

5787.  Are  the  business  places,  excepting 
shops,  closed  at  two  o’clock  ? — Yes,  and  the  men 
are  paid  off.  Those  who  are  not  paid  off  then  are 
paid  off  on  Friday  night. 

5788.  So  that  the  working  people  have  plenty 
of  opportunity  on  Saturday  afternoons  to  do  their 
shopping? — Yes,  I should  say  so. 

5789.  What  hour  would  you  suggest  to  the 
Committee  for  closing  on  Saturday  night  ? — My 
impression  would  be  eight  o’clock. 

5790.  Something  has  been  said  about  the  strike 
of  the  dock  labourers ; is  it  a fact  that  the  dock 
labourers  who  were  on  strike,  having  their  time 
on  their  hands,  were  able  to  go  to  public-houses? 
— Yes. 

5791.  Does  not  that  same  remark  apply  to 
Sunday  in  the  case  of  the  working  classes? — No, 
they  would  not  get  work  on  Sunday. 

5792.  I mean  having  the  time  on  their  hands ; 
is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  working  classes  in 
Limerick  having  no  work,  naturally  have  a day 
of  idleness  on  Sunday  ? — Quite  so. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

5793.  And  the  temptation  to  go  to  the  public- 
houses  is  all  the  greater  ? — That  is  so  at  present. 

5794.  And  the  public-houses  are  open  ? — Yes. 

5795.  Do  those  dock  labourers  belong  to  a 
union ; do  they  subscribe  in  support  of  the  union? 
— Some  do,  and  some  do  not. 

5796.  And  the  union  would  allow  them  wages 
during  the  strike  ? — Yes,  during  the  strike.  A 
great  number  went  into  the  Trades’  Union  at 
the  time  of  the  strike,  who  were  not  in  it  before. 

5797.  And  they  received  some  pay  from  the 
union  whilst  they  were  on  strike  ? — I believe 
they  did. 

5798.  Are  you  sure  about  it? — I will  not 
speak  for  a certainty,  but  I know  that  a great 
number  went  into  the  union  at  the  time  of  the 
strike,  and  they  subsequently  left  it. 

5799.  By  subsequently  you  mean  at  the  end 
of  the  strike? — Yes. 

5800.  In  order  to  be  quite  clear  about  it, 
during  the  seven  weeks  of  the  strike  a great  many 
of  those  dock  labourers  went  into  the  Trades’ 
Union? — Yes,  into  the  trade  society;  at  least  I 
think  so. 

5801.  It  is  fair  to  suppose  that  they  received 
some  remuneration  whilst  they  were  out  of  work ; 
it  was  a trade  dispute,  a fight  between  the  work- 
men on  the  one  hand,  and  the  masters  on  the 
other  hand,  a trade  dispute? — Yes;  it  was  all 
owing  to  the  introduction  of  steam. 

5802.  With  respect  to  the  20  employers  of 
labour  you  consulted,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three,  they  were  all  in  favour  of  early  closing 
on  Saturdays  ? —Yes,  they  were  all  in  favour  of 
early  closing  on  Saturdays. 

5803.  And  they  represented  I suppose  the 
principal  industries  of  Limerick? — Yes,  1 should 
think  so.  1 selected  them  as  being  the  largest 
employers  of  labour. 

5804.  With  respect  to  the  bona  fide  traveller 
question,  do  you  find  that  a great  many  people 
go  a short  walk  without  any  idea  of  getting 
refreshments  ; are  there,  for  instance,  any  walks 
of  a mile  and-a-half  out  of  Limerick? — There 
are,  and  there  are  no  public-houses. 

5805.  Is  it  the  fact  that  a great  many  of  the 
people  of  Limerick  do  walk  out  on  Sundays 
simply  for  the  sake  of  enjoying  the  walk,  and  not 
for  the  pretext  of  going  a certain  distance  to  get 
a drink  ? — That  is  my  impression  ; that  they  do 
not  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  getting  drink. 

5806.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a certain 
class  who  go  for  a walk  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
covering  a certain  distance  to  get  drink  ? —Quite 
so. 

5807.  In  your  opinion,  therefore,  it  would  be 
well  to  extend  the  distance  to  six  or  seven  miles, 
and  limit  the  privilege  to  a special  class  only  ? — 
Quite  so. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

5808.  In  reply  to  a question  put  to  you  by  the 
honourable  Member  for  Sligo,  you  expressed  the 
opinion  that  if  the  people  had  better  houses  they 
would  be  less  likely  to  drink  ? — Yes. 

5809.  And  you  also  think  that  if  they  spent 
less  money  on  drink  they  would  be  likely  to  have 
better  houses? — If  they  spent  less  money  on 
drink,  probably  it'  would  be  so,  but  they  would 
scarcely  be  likely  to  spend  it  upon  building. 

5810.  They 
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Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

5810.  They  would  be  able  to  have  better 
homes  ? — Yes,  of  course  they  would,  but  if  those 
bad  houses  did  not  exist  it  would  be  very  much 
better  for  them. 

5811.  But  those  houses  are  capable  of  repairing, 
are  they  not,  if  the  people  had  the  money  to  pay 
for  it? — They  are  very  old  houses  that  they 
occupy,  and  would  require  a vast  amount  of 
money  to  repair  them. 

5812.  You  spoke  about  endorsing  the  licences 
in  cases  where  people  were  detected  selling  drink 
in  prohibited  hours,  and  so  on  ; do  you  not  think 
that  it  would  also  be  a good  plan  to  make  the 
endorsement  of  the  licenses  apply  to  the  house  as 
well  as  to  the  person  ? — I do. 

5813.  I suppose  you  have  had  experience  of 
cases  in  which  the  goodwill  of  the  house  has 
been  sold  and  the  license  conferred  on  another 
tenant?-— I have  heard  of  such  cases,  but  I have 
had  no  practical  experience. 

5814.  Perhaps  even  to  a relative  of  the  offend- 
ing publican? — Yes. 

5815.  You  have  been  asked  about  the  opinion 
of  the  Town  Council  of  Limerick.  I3  it  not  a 
fact  that  the  members  of  the  Town  Council 
represent  only  a comj>ai’atively  small  number  of 
ratepayers  ? — Between  300  and  400,  but  nearer 
to  300. 

5816.  So  that  for  the  300  or  400  electors  of 
the  Town  Council,  there  are  over  300  public- 
houses?— Yes. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

5817.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee,  from  your 
own  observation,  when  the  largest  amount  of 
drunkenness  occurs ; at  what  hours  during  the 
week  would  it  be,  in  your  opinion  ? — In  the 
evenings  I should  say,  after  eight  o’clock. 

5818.  Any  one  evening  more  than  another? — 
Saturday  evenings  would  be  long  before  the 
others ; you  will  see  that  by  the  returns. 

5819.  I suppose  there  is  a return  made  to  you 
of  the  number  of  prosecutions  of  publicans  for 
offences  on  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

5820.  Would  you  suggest  that  any  alteration 
in  the  law  is  necessary  to  enable  you  to  deal 
more  effectively  with  the  cases  of  intoxication  in 
public-houses  ; do  you  make  any  suggeslion  of 
any  kind  in  order  to  obtain  convictions  ? — We 
have  had  very  few  cases  of  persons  found  drunk. 

5821.  How  would  you  account  for  the  large 
number  of  cases  and  the  few  convictions ; is 
there  any  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  cases  ? — 

I do  not  quite  understand  what  kind  of  cases  the 
honourable  Member  refers  to. 

5822.  How  do  you  account  for  the  large 
number  of  cases  of  convictions  of  persons  for 
being  intoxicated,  and  the  very  small  number 
of  cases  in  Avhich  publicans  have  been  prosecuted 
for  supplying  liquor  to  intoxicated  persons  ? — 
A man  goes  into  a public-house,  and  he  takes 
a drink.  He  may,  to  all  appearance,  present 
the  appearance  of  not  being  drunk;  but  im- 
mediately afterwards  he  goes  out,  and  the  air 
acts  upon  him,  and  he  becomes  excited  and 
noisy,  and  it  ends  in  disorderly  conduct  and  in 
intoxication,  and  he  is  at  once  taken  into  custody. 

It  might  not  be  quite  apparent  to  the  publican 
that  he  was  in  an  intoxicated  state,  and  it  would 
be  very  hard  to  strike  out  a line  for  a publican 
to  adopt. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Rowntree — continued. 

. 5?23:  W°u,c}  the  police  find  much  difficulty 
in  obtaining  evidence  in  those  cases? — They  do, 
because  it  must  be  evidence  of  sight  by  them- 
selves.. J 

5824.  Is  it  a difficult  matter  to  obtain  such 
evidence  ?— I have  only  seen  a very  few  cases 
of  it  in  Limerick.  We  had  one  case  a very 
short  time  ago.  A policeman  simply  saw  a man 
drunk  in  the  street  and  rowdying,  and  he  fol- 
lowed him  and  caught  him  in  a house  drinking. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5825.  Will  you  take  that  return  into  your  hand 
( handing  the  same  to  the  Witness).  Look  at 
Table  4 ; what  does  that  purport  to  be  ? — The 
comparative  number  of  assaults  witnessed  or 
prosecuted  by  the  constabulary  during  the  year 
ending  1887,  showing  Sundays,  Saturdays,  and 
other  days. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

5826.  Does  the  heading  state  that  those 
assaults  arose  out  of  drink  ? — No. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5827.  Taking  them  for  what  they  are  worth, 
what  is  the  number  on  Saturday  night  or  Sunday 
morning  ? — One  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

5828.  What  is  the  number  for  Sunday  itself? 
— One  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

5829.  Will  you  add  them  together? — Two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

5830.  W hat  is  the  total  for  all  the  remaining 
six  days  in  the  week? — Two  hundred  and 
twenty-three. 

5831.  So  that  the  assaults  which  the  police 
have  to  deal  with  on  Saturday  evenings  and 
Sundays  outnumber  the  assaults  that  they  have 
to  deal  with  through  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  tho 
week? — Quite  so;  and  generally,  I may  say, 
they  are  the  result  of  drinking. 

5832.  Take  the  return  in  your  hand,  and  look 
at  Table  No.  5.  That  table  purports  to  be  a 
return  of  the  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunken- 
ness for  every  day  in  the  week,  Sundays  ex- 
cepted. Take  Saturday  first,  and  give  me  the 
number  of  Saturday  arrests  in  the  year  1874  ? — 
On  Saturdays  in  1874  the  number  of  arrests 
was  264,  and  of  convictions  290. 

5833.  How  many  convictions  were  there  in 
1878  on  Saturdays? — Two  hundred  and  fifteen. 

5834.  How  many  in  1880  ? — Three  hundred 
and  one. 

5835.  How  many  in  1884  ? — Two  hundred 
and  one. 

5836.  And  in  1887? — Five  hundred  and 
seventy-five, 

5837.  The  gross  total  of  those  amounts  to 
1,582,  according  to  my  arithmetic  : take  Sundays 
for  the  same  years;  take  this  return  {handing 
Table  No.  2 to  the  Witness ) ; what  do  you  see  to 
be  the  number  of  convictions  for  1874  on  Sun- 
days ? — One  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

5838.  And  in  1878? — One  hundred  and  sixty- 
four. 

5839.  And  in  1880? — Ninety-eight. 

5840.  In  1884  how  many  ? — One  hundred  and 
fifty-six. 

5841.  And  how  many  in  1887  ? — Two  hundred 
and  four. 

5842.  The  total  of  those  being  796  ? — Yes. 

f r 4 5843.  Those 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

5843.  Those  five  years  give  1,582  arrests  on 
Saturdays  with  16  hours’  sale  of  drink,  and  they 
give  796  arrests  on  Sundays  for  five  hours’  sale 
of  drink ; is  not  that  so  ?•— :Yes. 

5844.  And  those  two  days  together,  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  produce  the  greatest  amount  of 
drinking  of  the  whole  week,  and  the  largest 
number  of  assaults? — Yes;  upon  those  days  the 
drunkenness  and  rowdyism  run  together.  The 
assaults  are  comparatively  few  in  number  in 
which  drunkenness  is  not  involved. 

5845.  Then  your  evidence  is  that  in  the  last 
four  years  there  has  been  a very  considerable 
increase  of  drunkenness  in  Limerick,  and  that 
that  increase  is  not  confined  to  any  day  of  the 
week  in  particular  ; but  there  is  a large  increase 
on  Saturday? — Yes. 

5846.  And  there  is  an  increase  on  Sunday  ? — 
Yes. 

5847.  And . the  increase  on  Saturday  is  much 
greater  than  the  increase  on  Sunday,  last  year 
notably  ? — Yes. 

5848.  You  will  find  the  increase  from  201  in 
1884,  to  575  in  1887  ?— Yes. 

5849.  The  absolute  truth  is  that  in  the  last 
two  years,  at  least,  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
drunkenness  both  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  in 
Limerick  ? — Yes. 

5850.  What  other  places  were  you  in  before 
you  went  to  Limerick  ? — 1 was  in  Cork  city ; I 
was  in  Newcastle  West,  in  county  Limerick; 
in  Killaloe,  in  county  Clare  ; in  Loughrea, 
in  county  Galway  ; and  Ferbane,  in  King’s 
County. 

5851.  You  were  in  Ferbane  when  the  Act 
came  into  operation,  were  you  not  ? — Yes. 

5852.  You  knew  Ferbane  before  it  and  after 
it  ? — Yes. 

5853.  What  evidence  have  you  to  give  upon 
that  point ; did  you  notice  any  improvement  in 
Ferbane  on  Sunday  after  the  Act  came  into 
operation  ? — Yes,  1 did. 

5854.  So  far  as  your  experience  of  total  closing 
in  Ferbane  goes,  you  say  that  the  Act  has  been 
successful  ? — Yes. 

5855.  Have  you  anyr  experience  of  Loughrea 
before  and  after  the  Act  ? — No ; I was  there  in 
1883. 

5856.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  give  as  to  the 
working  of  the  Act  in  those  other  places,  leaving 
out  Cork  city? — No,  I was  not  in  other  places 
since  the  Act. 

5857.  You  cannot,  therefore,  give  us  any  com- 
parison, but  when  you  were  there  did  you  hear 
of  any  opposition  to  the  Act? — No,  I did  not. 

5858.  You  had  an  interview  with  the  Bishop 
of  Limerick,  had  you  not? — Yes. 

5859.  Was  that  after  you  knew  that  you  were 
-coming  here  ? — Yes. 

5860.  Did  you  go  to  consult  the  Bishop  as  to 
his  opinion  ? — Yes,  if  he  would  give  it  me. 

5861.  Did  the  Bishop  express  what  his  opinion 
was  to  you  ? — Yes. 

5862.  First  of  all,  was  the  Bishop  of  Limerick, 
the  Most  Reverend  Dr.  O’Dwyer,  in  favour  of 
-early  Saturday  closing  ? — I believe  so. 

5863.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  hour  which 
was  in  his  Lordship’s  mind  at  which  public- 
houses  should  be  closed  on  Saturday  night  ? — In 
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speaking  of  the  hour,  his  idea  was  eight  or  nine 
o’clock  ; I cannot  say  which,  but  eight  or  nine 
o’clock ; I should  say  eight  o’clock. 

5864.  You  have  no  doubt  about  his  view  as  to 
the  principle  of  early  closing? — No,  certainly 
not  as  to  the  principle,  but  merely  as  to  whether 
it  should  be  eight  or  nine  o’clock, 

5865.  Had  you  any  talk  with  the  bishop  about 
Sunday  ? — Yes. 

5866.  Is  the  bishop  opposed  to  any  further 
restrictions  on  the  Sunday  sale  of  drink  ? — He 
is  in  favour  of  the  houses  being  closed  altogether 
on  Sundays. 

5867.  You  know  the  Right  Reverend  Dr. 
Graves,  the  Protestant  Bishop  of  Limerick  ? — 
Yes  ; I did  not  see  him. 

5869.  Have  you  ever  seen  his  expression  of 
opinion  in  the  newspapers  ? — I have  not. 

5869.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  any  of  the 
Protestant  clergy  ? — No,  not  from  themselves. 

5870.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Matterson? — Yes. 

5871.  Is  he  the  largest  employer  of  labour  in 
Limerick  ? — He  is  not. 

5872.  Or  one  of  the  largest  employers? — He 
is  a large  employer  of  labour  but  not  the 
largest. 

5873.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Shaw? — I saw  him 
once. 

5874.  Mr.  Bannatyne? — No,  I did  not;  I saw 
one  of  the  firm,  Mr.  Fergus  eon. 

5875.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  firm  of  Russell  ? 
— Yes,  I saw  the  managing  partner. 

5876.  Your  evidence,  as  far  as  the  employers 
of  labour  are  concerned,  is  that  they  are  per- 
fectly unanimous  on  the  question  of  Saturday 
early  closing  ?— I did  not  meet  any  gentlemen 
who  spoke  to  the  contrary. 

5877.  Do  you  think  that  the  Act  works  well 
in  the  rural  portion  of  Limerick  where  total 
Sunday  closing  prevails? — Yes,  I do. 

5878.  Are  there  many  arrests  in  the  rural 
portions  of  Limerick? — None  of  those  men- 
tioned in  the  returns  presented  are  from  the 
rural  districts. 

5879.  They  would  come  under  the  county,  I 
presume  ? — The  county  of  the  city. 

5880.  With  regard  to  bond  fide  travellers  do 
you  think  it  is  a very  great  hardship  for  a 
working  man  or  a man  who  is  in  an  office  working 
every  day  of  the  week  who  goes  out  to  take 
a walk  on  Sundays,  and  that  he  would  suffer  any 
very  great  inconvenience  if  he  does  not  find  a 
public-house  open  to  him  within  three  miles  of 
Limerick  ? — My  own  opinion  is,  that  he  could 
do  without  it,  and  that  it  is  no  hardship. 

5881.  Do  you  not  think  that  a great  many 
people  take  a drive  to  Castle  Connell  ? — A few 
drive. 

5882.  Therefore  the  three-mile  limit  is  no 
necessity  for  them  ? — N o. 

5883.  Have  you  much  bicycling  about  there? 
— Yes,  a good  deal. 

5884.  I do  not  suppose  that  cyclists  are  ex- 
hausted after  three  miles? — No,  and  1 do  not 
think  that  any  of  them  drink  either. 

5885.  Do  you  concur  with  other  witnesses  who 
have  been  examined  here,  not  only  that  the  limit 
should  be  extended  to  seven  miles  for  bond  fide 
travellers,  but  also  that  there  should  be  a special 

class 
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class  of  house,  and  that  that  house  should  supply 
food  as  well  as  drink  ? — Yes. 

5886.  Therefore  you  would  not  leave  every 
public-house  open  to  supply  bona  fide  travellers  ? 
— No,  not  if  the  houses  were  allowed  to  be  open 
for  a certain  number  of  hours. 

5887.  I am  supposing  the  law  to  remain  as  it 
is  with  total  closing  on  Sundays  ; I want  your 
opinion  as  to  this : several  witnesses  who  have 
been  examined  here,  notably  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr. 
Harrell,  were  of  opinion  that  the  bond  fide 
traveller  distance  should  be  extended  to  six  or 
seven  miles,  and  that  a special  class  of  house,  say 
a hotel  or  place  at  all  events  that  was  used  for 
travellers  sleeping  and  eating,  are  the  only  inns 
that  ought  to  be  open  on  Sundays  to  supply  bond 
fide  travellers ; would  you  approve  of  that? — 
Yes. 

5888.  With  reference  to  this  meeting  of  the 
congregated  trades,  was  Mr.  Murphy,  who  pre- 
sided at  the  meeting,  and  who  is  President  of  the 
Trades,  a licensed  publican  ? — Yes. 

5889.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Grodsell  who  was 
President  of  the  Trades  for  some  time?— No,  I 
do  not  know  him ; I do  not  think  he  has  been 
president  during  my  time  in  Limerick. 

5890.  Do  you  know  of  any  bogus  clubs  in  any 
part  oi'Ireland  where  you  have  been? — No, 

5891.  Did  shebeening  prevail  much  in  the 
localities  where  you  were  after  the  Act  passed  ? 
— No,  I cannot  say  that  it  did  ; not  certainly  to 
any  extent  in  Cork;  that  is  to  say  in  the  northern 
division  of  Cork. 

5892.  With  regard  to  the  low  rate  of  drunken- 
ness in  the  years  1879,  1880,  188],  and  1882,  that 
low  rate  was  general  all  over  Ireland ; do  you 
think  that  bad  times  had  anything  to  do  with  it  ? 
— I do.  I also  think  that  the  police  were  not  so 
vigilant  in  carrying;  that  other  duties  inter- 
fered with  it.  I know  that  the  Limerick  barracks 
were  not  situated  as  they  are  now  in  those  years  ; 
they  were  not  situated  in  the  worst  locality,  the 
locality  that  shows  the  greatest  number  of  cases 
of  drunkenness. 

Mr.  Roiontree. 

5893.  Do  I understand  you  to  think  that 
the  police  action  is  more  effective  now  ? — 

I believe  it  is  more  effective  now ; but  still  I 
believe  tnat  the  police  action  has  been  about  the 
same  in  the  last  three  or  four  year’s. 

Chairman. 

5894.  Do  you  mean  to  contrast  the  last  three 
or  four  years  with  former  years? — Yes,  with  the 
three  years  1877,  1878,  and  1879. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

5895.  There  was  according  to  the  figures  before 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor — continued, 
us  a general  decrease  in  the  number  of  arrests  and 
convictions  up  from  1874  to  1884,  was  there  not? 
1 think  there  was  a lower  period  than  that. 

5896.  Speaking  roughly,  that  is  the  case ; it 

does  not  show  any  growth  of  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  people  for  drinking,  does  it?— To  judo-e  by 
the  returns  it  would  not  be  so.  ° J 

5897.  For  the  last  couple  of  years  there  has 

been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  arrests  ?— Yes 
there  has.  * 

5898.  And  you  have  accounted  for  that  by  the 
strike?— Yes,  and  by  the  vigilance  of  the  police. 

I also  say  that  there  was  an  increased  desire  for 
drink  ; I can  only  account  for  it  in  that  way. 

5899.  How  do  you  account  for  the  sudden 
growth  in  the  desire  and  taste  of  the  people  for 
drink  in  that  couple  of  years?— I believe  that 
the  class  of  people  that  drink  more  has  been 
becoming  more  demoralized  and  the  result  of  the 
demoralization  is  that  they  drink  deeper. 

5900.  Do  you  think  that  the  figures  would  have 
gone  on  much  as  they  were  or  in  the  same  ratio 

of  decrease  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  strike  ? I 

believe  that  the  demoralization  has  been  caused 
by  the  strikes  upsetting  the  business. 

5901.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  strikes  we 
should  have  had  a corresponding  decrease ; but 
the  figures  would  have  remained  somewhat  the 
same,  I believe  ? — They  might. 

5802.  Taking  that  into  account  do  you  not 
think  it  is  a serious  charge  to  make  against  the 
people  of  Limerick,  that  they  have  an  increased 
desire  for  drink ; would  you  account  for  those 
figures  by  the  existence  of  strikes  ? — That  is  my 
opinion.  J 

5903.  With  regard  to  those  assaults  on  Satur- 
day and  Sunday,  are  they  not  usually  the  same 
people  who  commit  them  ?— It  is  the  same  class 
and  oftentimes  the  same  people  are  involved. 

5904.  Have  you  not  a number  of  habitual 
offenders? — We  have  rowdies. 

5905.  Would  you  say  that  those  are  confined 
to  a very  limited  number  ?— No,  I would  not  say 
that ; I would  not  say  they  were  very  limited. 

5906.  Is  not  there  a large  class  of  people  who 
use  those  public-houses  on  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
and  go  home  without  any  drunkenness?— Yes, 
there  is. 

5907.  And  you  think  you  would  curtail  their 
rights  and  pivileges  in  order  to  deprive  habitual 
drunkards  of  indulging  in  their  practices  ? — I do 
not  say  that  the  returns  altogether  represent  the 
habitual  drunkards.  There  are  a great  number 
of  people  who  get  drunk  who  arc  not  habitual 
drunkards,  who  have  an  opportunity  of  drinking 
on  Saturday  nights,  but  whom  we  need  not  class 
with  habitual  drunkards. 


Mr.  J oseph  Burke  Irwin,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

5908.  You  are  a Resident  Magistrate,  stationed 
at  Limerick,  are  you  not  ? — Yes. 

5909.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  last 
witness? — I heard  the  evidence  of  the  last 
witness. 

5910.  Did  you  take  any  independent  means  of 
ascertaining  the  public  opinion  of  Limerick  with 

0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

reference  to  Sunday  closing  and  earlier  closing 
on  Saturday  ? — No  ; I have  had  no  opportunity 
of  taking  any  independent  means  of  obtaining 
information  in  a systematic  way.  I have  heard 
a good  many  opinions. 

5911.  Are  you  aware,  of  your  own  knowledge, 
of  the  opinions  of  the  various  classes;  for  instance, 
^ 6 commencing 
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commencing  with  the  clergy? — I am  able  to 
form  a good  idea  I'rom  conversations  from  time  to 
time,  but  I was  not  able  to  go  into  it  systema- 
tically. as  I have  been  a good  deal  away  from 
Limerick. 

5912.  What  is  your  view  as  to  the  state  of 
public  opinion  in  Limerick  on  the  subject? — As 
regards  the  bishops  and  the  clergy  of  various 
denominations,  I think  they  are  all  unanimously 
in  favour  of  early  Saturday  closing  ; and,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  I think  they  are  also  in  favour 
of  total  Sunday  closing. 

5913.  When  you  say  Saturday  early  closing, 
what  hour  is  generally  suggested  as  a reasonable 
hour  for  closing  ? — At  eight  or  nine  o’clock  is 
generally  suggested. 

5914.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  the  last 
witness,  and  you  heard,  did  you  not,  the  com- 
ments made  upon  the  increase  of  the  arrests  and 
convictions  for  drunkenness  in  Limerick  of  late 
years? — Yes. 

5915.  Have  you  any  views  of  your  own  to 
lay  before  the  Committee  upon  that  subject? — 
I have  not,  except  that  I do  not  think  that  the 
number  of  convictions  is  always  a good  test  as  to 
the  amount  of  drunkenness. 

5916.  Does  that  observation  apply  generally, 
or  to  any  particular  period?— It  applies  generally, 
because  at  times  the  police  are  more  vigilant  than 
at  other  times;  a good  deal  also  depends  on 
chance  in  the  matter.  They  may  happen  to 
meet  more  drunken  people  in  one  year  than  in 
another.  A great  many  cases  escape  detection 
altogether. 

5917.  Is  there  a great  deal  of  drunkenness  in 
Limerick,  in  your  opinion  ? — I am  sorry  to  say 
that  there  is  amongst  a certain  class  of  people. 

5918.  More  than  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
county  with  which  you  are  acquainted  ? — Yes. 

5919.  Is  there  much  excessive  drinking  on 
Saturdays  ? — Yes ; a great  deal  more  drunkenness 
on  Saturday  evenings  than  at  any  other  period 
of  the  week. 

5920.  Are  you  resident  in  Limerick  ? — I am 
resident  in  the  suburbs  of  Limerick. 

5921.  Are  you  able  to  state  that  from  your 
own  knowledge,  apart  from  statistics,  but  from 
what  you  see  in  the  streets? — I am  able  to  state 
it  principally  from  adjudicating  so  often  on  the 
Bench,  and  dealing  with  those  cases. 

5922.  What  is  your  opinion  upon  those  two 
questions  with  regard  to  Sunday  closing  and 
Saturday  earlier  closing  ; what  would  you 
suggest  ? — I have  a very  strong  opinion  that  it 
would  be  very  desirable  and  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  community  if  the  public-houses 
were  closed  early  on  Saturday  evening. 

5923.  What  do  you  mean  by  early? — I should 
say  that  eight  o’clock  would  be  about  a reason- 
able hour. 

5924.  Have  you  any  views  of  your  own  about 
Sunday  closing  ? — Personally,  I am  in  favour  of 
total  closing  on  Sunday. 

5925.  W hen  you  say  personally,  do  you  contrast 
that  suggestion  with  what  might  be  considered  an 
expedient  course ; do  you  think  it  an  advisable  thing 
to  do? — I do,  partly ; but  there  is  a very  consider- 
able proportion  of  thinking  people  in  Limerick 
who  would  look  upon  it  as  rather  a hard  measure 
upon  the  lower  class. 


Chairman — continued. 

5926.  From  what  you  know  of  Limerick,  how 
do  you  think  that  the  opening  on  Sundays,  for  a 
limited  period,  say  between  two  and  five  o’clock, 
would  be  accepted  by  the  working  men  of 
Limerick  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  favourably 
accepted. 

5927.  Have  you  any  experience  of  abuse  of  the 
bond  fide  traveller  system  by  any  of  the  working 
men  themselves? — A great  deal  of  experience. 

5928.  When  you  say  it  is  abused,  is  that  by 
people  living  in  Limerick,  or  is  it  by  people  in  the 
country  districts  who  come  into  Limerick  to  get 
drink  ? — By  people  coming  into  Limerick  to  get 
drink,  and  passing  as  bond  fide  travellers,  but  who 
only  eome  tor  the  sole  object  of  getting  drink. 

5929.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  offer  to  the 
Committee  on  the  subject? — I think  that  the 
first  thing  that  occurs  to  my  mind  is  that  the 
distance  should  be  increased. 

5930.  To  what  extent? — To  seven  miles,  I 
think. 

5931.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  as  to 
the  bond  fide  traveller  clause ; for  instance,  as  to 
the  class  of  house  to  which  the  exemption  should 
apply  ? — I think  that  every  public-house  should 
not  have  the  privilege  of  supplying  the  bond  fide 
traveller.  I would  have  a certain  limited  number 
selected  on  account  of  their  being  conducted  in  a 
respectable  and  orderly  manner,  and  I would 
have  that  certain  fixed  number  allowed  to  have 
the  privilege  exclusively. 

5932.  You  think  that  that  would  be  preferable 
to  limiting  it  to  hotels  and  eating  houses;  giving 
them  certificates  of  character,  as  it  might  be 
termed? — Yes;  I think  it  would  create  a spirit 
of  emulation  amongst  publicans  to  conduct  their 
houses  properly. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

5933.  You  are  a good  deal  away  out  of  the 
town,  are  you  not ? — Yes;  I mean  that  I have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  or  inter- 
viewing people  on  the  subject,  which  I would 
have  been  glad  to  do  if  I had  had  the  oppor- 
tunity. 

5934.  You  therefore  do  not  know  what  the 
feelings  of  the  people  on  the  subject  are,  do  you? 
— I think  I have  a very  good  idea  of  what  their 
feelings  are. 

5935.  Is  there  a class  of  people  in  Limerick 
who  make  a proper  use  of  public-houses? — Yes, 
I think  so. 

5936.  You  say  that  there  is  a large  increase  of 
drunkenness  on  Saturday  nights ; or,  at  least, 
that  there  is  a good  deal  of  drunkenness  then,  as 
compared  with  other  nights  in  the  week  ? — Yes. 

5937.  Of  course,  you  know  that  there  are  a 
number  of  habitual  offenders  everywhere,  do  you 
not? — There  are,  undoubtedly,  a good  many 
habitual  offenders. 

5938.  Those  people  usually  take  their  money 
on  Saturdays,  have  they  not? — Yes. 

5939.  Would  not  that  account  for  the  increase 
of  drunkenness  on  Saturdays? — To  some  extent 
it  would. 

5940.  Is  not  that  natural? — Yes. 

5941.  Do  you  anticipate  any  danger  that  might 
arise  from  a further  curtailment  of  the  hours  on 
Saturday  or  Sunday  ? — No  ; I do  not  anticipate 
any  danger. 

5942.  Do 
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5942.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  lead  to 
shebeening? — Shebeening  might  be  attempted; 
but  I would  trust  to  the  vigilance  of  the  police 
to  detect  it. 

5943.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  lead  to 
home  drinking ; — It  might,  to  a slight  extent ; 
but  nothing  serious.  I do  not  believe  that  the 
Irish  are  deliberate  drunkards;  it  is  more  that 
they  go  out  at  night  and  meet  together  in  public- 
houses. 

5744.  Do  not  you  think  that  they  would  come 
to  each  other’s  houses  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

5945.  Do  not  you  think  that  they  would  visit 
each  other  more  on  Saturday  nights,  and  drink 
at  their  homes? — I do  not  think  that  it  would 
increase  drunkenness  to  any  very  appreciable 
extent ; I think  it  is  the  meeting  in  public- 
houses,  and  standing  treat  all  round,  and  things 
of  that  sort,  that  lead  to  drunkenness, 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

5946.  What  experience  have  you  had  on  this 
subject  in  Limerick? — I have  had  the expei'ience 
of  acting  as  resident  magistrate  there  for  nearly 
six  years. 

5947.  Have  you  held  that  position  elsewhere 
in  Ireland? — No;  that  is  my  first  appointment 
as  resident  magistrate. 

5948.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  coming 
in  contact  with  the  people  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  word  before  you  became  resident  magis- 
trate?— Yes,  as  constabulary  officer. 

5949.  May  I ask  in  what  counties? — I was  at 
Dundrum,  and  at  Rathfarnham  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dublin,  for  six  years  before  I went  to 
Limerick. 

5950.  Where  else  ? — I was  then  at  Portumna, 
in  County  Galway,  for  nine  or  ten  years.  I was 
in  Mountrath,  in  Queen’s  County,  and  at  Cap- 
poquin. 

5951.  You  have  had  experience  in  all  those 
places? — Yes. 

5952.  And  your  experience,  I suppose,  has  led 
you  to  judge  of  the  habits  of  the  people  ? — Yes. 

5953.  What  do  you  say  as  to  the  people  of 
Mountrath,  the  place  you  have  just  mentioned ; 
is  not  that  a very  quiet  orderly  town  ? — Yes  ; 
but  you  must  remember  that  it  is  a great  many 
years  ago  since  I was  there. 

5954.  What  is  the  population  of  Mountrath  ? 
— About  2,000. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

5955.  When  were  you  “there? — About  22 
years  ago. 

Mr.  Peter  Me Donald. 

5956.  Were  you  at  Portumna  since  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  came  into  operation  ? — No. 

5957.  Were  you  at  Rathfarnham  ? — I was  in 
Rathfarnbam  at  the  time. 

5958.  Did  you  find  that  there  was  any  abuse 
of  the  Act  in  Rathfarnham? — I noticed  a very 
considerable  improvement.  There  used  to  be  a 
very  large  amount  of  drunkenness  on  Sunday. 

5959.  How  far  is  Rathfarnham  from  the 
centre  of  Dublin  ? — About  three  miles  from  the 
General  Post  Office. 

5960.  What  did  you  notice  about  it? — I 
noticed  a great  improvement,  there  being  much 


Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald—  continued, 
less  Sunday  drunkenness  in  the  southern  suburbs 
after  the  Act  passed. 

5961.  Did  you  find  there  any  abuse  of  the 
? — I found  some  abuse  of  the  bond  fide 

traveller  clause. 

5962.  And  you  found  abuse,  I presume,  in  the 
way.  of  illicit  drinking? — No,  nothing  to  any 
considerable  extent. 

59.63.  Had  you  sufficient  opportunities  of 
judging  ? — Yes. 

59.64.  Did  you  hear  what  Mr.  Jennings  said 
a while  ago,  with  reference  to  visitors  coming  into 
Limerick  on  Sundays:  His  evidence  was,  that 
few  people,  or  none,  come  in  from  the  rural 
districts  to  the  city  on  Sundays? — I do  not 
think  a very  great  many  come  in,  but  I am 
aware  that  a considerable  number  do. 

5965.  Your  evidence,  on  the  whole,  in  answer 
to  the  honourable  Chairman,  was  that  a very 
large  number  come  in,  whilst  Mr.  Jennings,  who 
has  had  better  opportunities  of  knowing,  says 
that  few  or  none  come  into  Limerick  on  Sundays? 
— A great  many  people  come  in  to  Divine 
service. and  remain  about  the  town  for  a portion 
of  the  day,  but  whether  they  come  in  from  out- 
side the  three-mile  limit  I cannot  say. 

5966.  Now,  do  you  think  that  many  people 
who  live  beyond  three  miles  limit,  come  in  to- 
church  or  chapel  on  Sundays,  in  Limerick?— 
That  I cannot  tell  you  ; I certainly  should  say  not 
a great  many. 

5967.  Have  they  not  churches  or  chapels 
nearer  to  them,  within  the  three-mile  limit? — 
Yes,  but  they  might  come  in  to  the  city  also. 

5968.  You  do  not  live  in  the  city,  and  conse- 
quently I infer  that  you  have  not  had  the  same 
opportunity  of  judging  that  Mr.  Jennings  has 
had  ?— Probably  my  opportunities  are  not  so 
good  of  judging  of  these  matters ; but  I know, 
from  personal  observation,  that  a considerable 
number  do  come  in  as  I have  seen  a good  many 
of  them  returning  home  across  the  fields,  on 
Sundays. 

5969.  In  what  direction  ? — Towards  Coonagh. 

'5970.  How  far  is  that  from  the  city?— It 

would  be  about  three  miies  from  a portion  of 
the  city. 

5971.  You  say,  do  you  not,  that  you  hold  a 
very  strong  opinion  upon  this  subject?— I do,  on 
the  subject  of  Saturday  early  closing. 

5972.  And  you  hold  a strong  opinion  upon  the 
Sunday  total,  closing?— I did  hold  a strong 
opinion  in  this  way,  that  I.  believe  that  total 
closing  on  Sunday  has  done  good  for  the  rural 
districts ; and  I think  it  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
good  for  the  city  ; but  I know  that  a great  many 
people  whose  opinions  I greatly  respect  and 
wlmse  opinions  are  entitled  to  great  weight,  are 
opposed  to  the  total  Sunday  closing  in  Limerick. 

5973.  For  what  reason?  — They  think  that 
where  people  have  been  working  all  the  week  it 
would  be  a hard  measure  on  them  if  they  had 
no  place  tr>  spend  an  hour  or  two  on  Sunday,  as 
their  homes  are  very  wretched  in  Limerick.  I 
do  noc  know  a place  where  the  poor  are  so  badly 
housed  as  in  Limerick. 

5974.  What  other  reasons  are  there?— The 
next  is  in  order  that  they  may  get  their  drink 
for  their  dinner,  for  legitimate  purposes. 

66  2 5975.  Are 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

5975.  Are  there  any  further  reasons  ? — I have 
not  heard  of  any  further  reasons. 

5976.  Would  you  not  include  as  a further 
reason  the  possibility  or  the  likelihood  of  abuse 
arising  from  illicit,  drinking  or  illicit  sale? — No, 
I have  not  heard  that  urged;  I have  heard  it 
said  that  it  would  be  a very  great  hardship  upon 
poor  people  who  have  been  working  all  the  week, 
and  have  such  wretched  homes  as  I know  they  are 
in  Limerick,  to  find  in  wet  or  cold  weather  the 
only  places  they  can  go  to  for  a little  warmth  or 
comfort  closed  against  them. 

5977.  It  is  a matter  of  necessity  with  most  of 
those  poor  people  to  go  to  a public-house  on 
Sunday  ? — They  want  to  go  to  some  place, 
and  therefore  they  go  to  the  public-house.  I 
should  much  rather  see  coffee-shops  established 
instead  of  public-houses. 

5978.  Do  not  you  think  that  an  improvement 
of  their  homes  would  conduce  to  temperance 
and  belter  order  amongst  the  people  ? — I have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  of  it. 

5979.  And  you  would  look  at  that  as  one  of 
the  first  things  to  be  done  ? — I would. 

5980.  And  no  place  has  come  under  your  ob- 
servation where  there  is  a greater  necessity  for 
it  than  Limerick  ? — No  place  in  the  kingdom,  I 
believe. 

5981.  If  the  houses  were  sanitarily  improved, 
that  would  be  quite  as  effective  as  any  legislative 
action  in  the  direction  of  temperance  ? — Yes ; I 
think  it  would  contribute  greatly  towards  tem- 
perance. 

5982.  Have  you  spoken  to  any  of  the  Catholic 
clergy  in  Limerick  on  this  subject?— I have 
casually.  I have  not  had  any  formal  interviews 
with  them  on  the  subject. 

5983.  In  those  casual  conversations,  have  you 
had  an  opportunity  of  eliciting  what  their  views 
ai-e  ? — No  ; I cannot  say  that  I have. 

. 5984-  Have  they  expressed  no  opinion  to  you 
in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing?— No,  not 
directly  to  me.  I have  not  had  any  opportunity 
of  hearing  their  opinion. 

5985.  Nor  did  they  express  any  opinion  in 
favour  of  early  closing  on  Saturdays? — Not  to 
me  personally,  because  I have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  them. 

5986.  I thought  you  said  you  had  had  casual 
conversations  with  them  on  the  subject  ?— That 
was  anterior  to  this  inquiry. 

.5987.  I presume  you  hold  social  intercourse 
with  them  ? — Yes. 

5988.  During  this  social  intercourse  this  sub- 
ject was  likely  to  crop  up,  was  it  not?— I have 
been  very  much  away  from  Limerick  since  this 
subject  cropped  up. 

5989.  I do  not  mean  latterly,  but  two  years 
ago,  if  you  were  with  any  of  these  Catholic 
clergyman  dining  together,  would  not  it  be  likely 
in  the  course  of  conversation  that  the  subject  of 
bettering  the  people  in  their  sanitary  and  social 
condition  would  form  a topic  ?— Yes  ; I do  not 
remember  that  it.  did  ; but  I know  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  public  attention  given  to  the  matter 
a few  years  ago,  and  letters  appeared  in  the  local 
newspapers,  1 think,  from  the  present  bishop,  the 
very  Lev.  Thomas  O’Dwyer. 

5990.  It  is  the  fact  that  you  have  not  heard 
any  Cathoho  clergyman  give  an  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  Dills  now  before  Parliament  upon  the  sub- 


Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald — continued, 
ject?  No;  I have  not  had  any  conversation  on 
the  subject  with  them. 

5991.  You  knew  Dr.  O’Dwyer,  I presume 

before  he  became  bishop? — Yes.  ’ 

5992.  And  you  knew  him  to  be  a strong  tem- 
perance advocate  ? — Yes  ; I have  always  heard 
so. 

5993.  And  you  know  that  he  was  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Temperance  Association? — Yes;  I 
heard  so. 

. 5994.  And  did  he  not  take  a more  active 
interest  in  those  associations  than  any  other 
priest  in  Limerick? — I know  that  he  took  a very 
active  part  in  them. 

5995.  Perhaps  the  most  active  part ; in  other 
words,  he  was  the  Father  Matthew  of  Limerick, 
was  he  not  ? — He  was  very  prominent. 

5996.  As  the  Father  Matthew  of'  Limerick,  do 
you  think  that  his  opinion  ought  to  be  taken  with- 
out consultation  with  the  people  themselves  ? — 
I think  his  opinion  ought  to  carry  great  weight. 

.5997.  As  the  bishop,  and  before  that  as°  the 
priest,  his  opinion  ought,  no  doubt,  to  carry 
great  weight  with  the  generality  of  people  ; but 
some  people  who  hold  extreme  views  force  those 
views  upon  others  without  consulting  them,  do 
they  not? — I am  not  aware  as  regards  Dr. 
O’Dwyer.  He  is  a very  warm  advocate  of  temper- 
ance, and  everything  that  is  good  for  his  people, 
so  far  as  I can  judge. 

5998.  Would  not  you  consider  that  the  priests 
of  the  city  ought  to  be  consulted  as  well  as  the 
bishop? — I should  think  so. 

5999.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  right  to  legis- 
late for  people  without  consulting  them  ? — That 
is  rather  an  abstract  question,  I think. 

6000.  Would  you  kindly  answer  my  question ; 
do  you  think  it  would  be  right  to  legislate  for 
people  on  this  particular  subject  without  consult- 
ing them  ? — I think  they  ought  to  be  consulted. 

.6001.  And  next,  do  you  not  consider  that  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  whatever  they  may  be, 
ought  to  be  acquiesced  in? — I would  not  say  the 
wishes  of  the  majority  ought  to  be  acquiesced  in 
in  a matter  of  that  sort,  because  I am  afraid  that 
the  majority  are  those. who  belong  to  that  class 
most  given  to  frequenting  public-houses. 

6002.  I do  not.  mean  any  class  in  particular, 
but  I.  mean  taking  the  whole  population  of 
Limerick. together ; do  you  think  that  the  wishes 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Limerick  ought 
to.be  acquiesced  in  as  regards  this  subject?— I 
think  I would  not  take  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
on  that  particular  matter. 

6003.  Would  you  take  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  on  social  subjects  in  general? — Not  on 
subjects  in  which  the  majority  are  concerned 
in  a way  which  prevents  them  exercising  a sound 
judgment. 

Chairman. 

,6004.  You  were  asked  by  the  honourable 
Member  whether  you  would  take  the  opinion  of 
Limerick  as  a whole  on  social  subjects  in  general? 

— I would ; the  enlightened  opinion. 

Mr.  Peter  Me  Donald. 

6005,  But  you  would  not  be  guided  by  a 
majority  in  a case  such  as  we  are  investigating  at 
present  ?— I would  not. 

6006.  Why ; is  not  this  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant of  social  subjects  ? — Because  I think  it  is 

legislation 
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Mr.  Peter  Mc Donald — continued, 
legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  lower  class  and 
for  their  social  improvement,  though  it  may  in- 
volve certain  unpopular  restrictions  on  that  class. 

6007.  What  is  your  reason  for  considering  that 
the  bond  fide  traveller’s  radius  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended to  seven  miles? — Because  I am  afraid 
that  the  radius  at  present  is  so  limited  as  to  dis- 
tance that  a great  many  persons  will  deliberately 
travel  that  distance,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining drink ; and  that,  in  the  proper  sense  of 
the  word,  is  not  bond  fide  travelling 

6008.  I think  you  have  already  corroborated 
Mr.  Jennings,  that  very  few  people  come  into 
Limerick  on  Sundays  for  the  purpose  of  violating 
the  law  in  that  respect ; is  not  that  so  ? — I do  not 
think  it  is  a very  populous  district ; but  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  such  is  the  habit. 

6009.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  those  who  go  out 
find  very  lew  places  within  a three-mile  radius, 
or  even  within  a five-mile  radius,  where  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  violating  the  law ; 
in  other  words,  there  are  very  few  places  outside 
Limerick  to  which  they  could  go? — Castle  Connell 
is  beyond  the  seven  miles  radius. 

6010.  Are  there  no  places  of  popular  resort 
around  Limerick  where  there  would  be  an  oppor- 
tunity for  violating  the  law  as  regards  bond  fide 
travellers?—!  do  not  think  that  in  Limerick 
itself  there  is  a great  number  who  do  it ; but  I 
am  aware  that  in  other  localities  where  I have 
been  stationed  that  has  been  the  case. 

6011.  In  your  opinion  an  extension  of  the 
radius  for  Limerick  is  not  as  necessary  as  it  is 
for  other  places?— I do  not  believe  that  the  limit 
is  needed  to  be  more  for  Limerick  than  for  other 
places,  but  I think  it  would  be  very  desirable  for 
all  parts  of  Ireland. 

6012.  In  fact,  there  are  scarcely  any  parts  in 
your  mind’s  eye  in  reference  to  Limerick  where 
it  could  be  necessary  at  all? — There  are  some 
places  in  the  suburbs;  there  are  Cratloe  and 
Tervoe,  and  some  places  up  towards  the  north  of 
Limerick ; Cratloe  is  a picturesque  place,  and 
might  become  a place  of  resort. 

6013.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to 
home  drinking  ; would  it  be  likely  to  be  increased 
in  consequence  of  total  closing  on  Sundays  ? — I 
do  not  think  so ; I do  not  think  the  Irish  are 
deliberate  drinkers. 

6014.  But  with  deliberate  drinkers,  where  it 
becomes  a matter  of  necessity,  as  it  is  in  some 
cases,  would  it  not  be  a great  inconvenience  ? — 
There  might  be  some  very  slight  inconvenience, 
no  doubt. 

Chairman. 

6015.  Tou  do  not  think  it  would  lead  to  ex- 
cessive drinking  at  home?— I would  not  be 
apprehensive  of  excessive  drinking ; there  might 
be  a little  more  drinking  at  home,  but  it  would 
be  moderate  as  compared  with  drinkingin  public- 
houses. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6016.  If  there  were  any  home  drinking  would 
not  they  drink  by  means  of  whiskey  ? — 1 do  not 
think  so ; it  would  be  porter  chiefly. 

6017.  Bottled  porter  is  not  generally  carried 
to  the  homes  of  poor  people,  is  it? — I do  not  see 
■why  it  should  not  be. 

6018.  Have  X’ou  ever  known  an  instance  where 
0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued, 
working  men  have  taken  home  a dozen  or  even 
half-a-dozen  bottles  of  porter  ? — I think  I have 
heard  of  many  instances  where  the  police  visiting 
homes  have  found  bottled  porter  in  the  houses.  ° 
. 6019.  That  is  for  a totally  different  case  ; that 
is  a case  of  shebeening,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

6020.  But  you  never  knew  an  instance  of  a 
poor  working  man,  a labourer,  or  a tradesman 
taking  home  with  him  half-a-dozen,  or  still  more, 
a dozen  bottles  of  porter  for  Sunday  drinking  ? — - 
I do  not  know  that  any  case  of  that  sort°ver 
came  under  my  own  personal  observation. 

6021.  But  you  have  heard  of  cases  of  bottles  of 
whiskey;  you  are  aware  that  a bottle  of  whiskey 
can  b6  more  easily  carried,  and  would  be  more 
likely  to  be  carried  than  porter  ? — Being  more 
portable,  of  course,  it  might  be  more  likely  to  be 
carried. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

6022.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  are 
315  publicans  within  the  Limerick  municipal 
boundary  ; how  can  you  account  for  so  large  a 
number  in  a population  of  38,500  ?— Unfortu- 
nately, owing  to  the  desire  for  drink  amongst  the 
lower  classes  in  Limerick,  it  is  a profitable  trade, 
and  there  are  a great  many  applicants.  I think 
the  magistrates  have  been  rather  too  lenient  in 
granting  licenses. 

6023.  Do  the  magistrates  grant  every  license 
that  is  applied  for?— No  ; I am  aware  there  has 
been  an  effort  for  the  last  two  or  three  years 
amongst  the  magistrates  to  reduce  the  number  of 
public-houses. 

6024.  With  regard  to  Sunday  drinking,  I 
suppose  you  have  seen,  the  figures  of  the  large 
number  of  arrests  and  convictions,  unfortunately 
an  increasing  number,  of  Sunday  arrests  and 
convictions  ? — Yes. 

6025.  In  your  opinion,  do  you  think  that  that 
would  be  greatly  mitigated  if  those  houses  were 
closed  entirely  on  Sundays  ?— Yes,  I think  it 
would  promote  temperance. 

y°u  ^ink  it  would  lead  largely  to 
illicit  drinking  ? — No,  I do  not  think  it  would  ; I 
**  ,w°nld  lead  to  a great  many  attempts  at 
illicit  drinking  and  shebeening;  but  I think  that 
a vigilant  constabulary  would  be  able  to  keep  it 
in  check  sufficiently  to  control  it. 

6027.  With  regard  to  closing  on  Saturday 
night,  what  hour  do  you  suggest  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  closing  ? — I should  say  eight  o’clock. 

6028.  What  time  is  marketing  over  in  Lime- 
rick, as  a rule ; that  is  to  say,  what  time  do  the 
country  people  generally  leave  Limerick  ?— The 
marketing  is  over  at  a comparatively  early  hour. 

6029.  Is  it  over  by  six  o’clock  ? — Yes. 

6030.  Are  most  of  .the  country  people  gone  out 
of  the  town  then  ?— Yes,  they  are. 

6031.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  meeting 
of  the  associated  trades  which  was  held  in  Lime- 
rick ?— I have  heard  of  it ; 1 heard  the  last 
witness  speak  about  it. 

6032.  But  you  do  not  know  anything  about 
it  yourself?— No,  I do  not. 

6033.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the 
corporation  have  expressed  any  opinion  upon  the 
question  of  Saturday  early  closing?— I do  not 
think  they  have  met  specially  to  consider  the 
subject,  or  expressed  any  opinion  formally  upon  it. 

6034.  With  respect  to  the  bond  fide  traveller 

G G 3 clause. 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

clause,  I understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  in 
favour  of  extending  the  distance  to  six  or  seven 
miles  ? — To  seven  miles. 

6035.  What  is  your  principal  reason  for  that  ? 
— My  principal  reason  is,  that  I tliink  seven  miles 
would  effectually  stop  the  practice  which  at  pre- 
sent exists  of  people  going  a certain  distance  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  getting  drink. 

6036.  In  fact,  not  being  bond  fide  travellers  ? 
— Not  being  bond  fide  travellers,  they  travel  a 
certain  distance  in  order  to  get  drink. 

6037.  Then  I understand  from  you  that  the 

eople  of  Limerick  are  very  fond  of  drink  ? — I 

o not  think  that  they  are  naturally  prone  to 

drink  more  than  the  people  of  other  places  ; I 
should  not  say  that  at  all,  but  I think,  owing  to 
the  wretched  condition  of  their  homes,  being  so 
badly  housed,  they  drift  to  the  public-houses. 

6038.  Am  I right  to  understand,  from  the 
answer  to  this  last  question,  that  if  the  houses  of 
the  working  classes  were  in  a better  condition 
there  would  be  less  drunkenness? — I think  so. 

6039.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  the  temptation 
was  out  of  the  way  on  Sundays,  even  with  their 
present  houses,  it  would  do  away  with  a great  deal 
of  Sunday  drunkenness? — I think  it  would. 

6040.  Do  you  tliink  that  many  of  those  people 
who  go  out  into  the  streets,  not  having  comfort- 
able houses,  finding  the  public-houses  open,  go 
into  them  ? — That  is  exactly  my  idea. 

6041.  That  is  to  say,  that  if  the  public-houses 
were  not  open  they  would  not  go  in  ? — No,  they 
would  not  go  iu  ; they  would  remain  in  their 
comfortless  homes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6042.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  district 
independent  of  the  city  of  Limerick ; what  area 
does  your  district  cover  ? — My  district  extends 
from  New  Pallas  and  Murroe  to  Castle  Connell 
and  Patrick’s  Well. 

6043.  Leaving  the  city  of  Limerick  outside  the 
question  altogether,  what  is  your  testimony  with 
regard  to  the  working  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  in  your  district? — I think  it  has  had  an 
excellent  effect. 

6044.  You  were  stationed  at  Pathfarnham  and 
Dundrum  in  the  year  1878,  were  you  not,  when 
the  Act  came  into  operation  ? — I was. 

6045.  Take  Pathfarnham  first;  you  noticed 
the  good  effect  of  the  Act  in  diminishing  drunken- 
ness in  the  suburbs  of  Dublin  ? — I did. 

6046.  But  you  also  noticed  the  great  abuse 
of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  ? — Yes,  I 
did  notice  what  I consider  to  be  a great  abuse  of 
the  bond  fide  traveller  clause. 

6047.  Is  it  not  the  fact,  both  with  regard  to 
Pathfarnham  and  Dundrum,  people  were  in  the 
habit  of  going  out  for  the  mere  purposes  of 


Mr.  T.  W.  R.ussell — continued, 
drinking  on  Sunday  ? — Yes;  and  I remember 
the  village  of  Goatstown,  where  there  used  to 
be  crowds  every  Sunday. 

6048.  You  formed  your  views  on  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clause  chiefly  from  your  observation  at 
Pathfarnham  and  Dundrum  ? — Yes,  and  at  Bray. 

6049.  In  those  cases  the  bond  fide  traveller 
clause  was  abused? — Yes,  certainly. 

Chairman. 

6050.  When  you  say  that  Goatstown  is  three 
miles  from  Dublin,  where  do  you  measure  from  ? 
— From  wherever  you  start  from.  I know  that 
at  Bray  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  was  abused 
in  this  way  : I know  that  men  at  Bray  used  to 
purchase  a railway  ticket  for  one  penny,  and  thus 
constitute  themselves  travellers. 

Mr.  T '■  W.  Russell. 

6051.  I want  to  get  it  upon  the  evidence? 
whether  your  experience  of  the  bond  fide  traveller 
clause,  which  was  mainly  derived  from  those 
two  places,  Dundrum  and  Pathfarnham,  was 
perfectly  satisfactory  ? — It  wras  not. 

6052.  Coming  to  the  question  of  Saturday 
night  closing,  upon  which  you  have  expressed 
a very  strong  opinion,  the  Limerick  publicans 
are  mainly  grocers,  are  they  not? — They  are,  to 
a great  extent. 

6053.  When  are  wages  paid  in  Limerick,  do 
you  know  ? — I think  for  the  most  part  they  are 
paid  about  two  or  three  o’clock  on  Saturday ; 
and  in  some  instances  I believe  the  wages  are 
paid  on  Friday  evening. 

6054.  So  that  you  apprehend,  I presume,  no 
great  inconvenience  to  the  public  in  the  market- 
ing and  shopping  direction  from  the  closing  of 
the  houses  at  nine  o’clock  on  a Saturday  night? 
— None  whatever. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6055.  In  your  experience,  did  the  publicans  at 
Pathfarnham  ever  offer  to  assist  the  magistrate 
in  prosecuting  those  who  were  trying  to  defeat 
the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  ? — I do  not  re- 
member any  case. 

6056.  Do  not  you  think  that  they  very  often 
do  assist  you  to  j>rosecute  people  who  have  been 
imposing  upon  them  and  upon  the  police? — I 
have  no  recollection  of  it.  It  may  have  occurred 
in  some  isolated  case;  but  I do  not  remember  it. 

6057.  Have  you  heard  it  stated  that  the  num- 
ber of  corporate  electors  in  Limerick  was  300 
and  odd,  and  that  the  publicans  were  315  ? — Yes. 

6058.  Would  it  be  correct  to  infer  from  that 
that  the  only  class  of  voters  in  Limerick  were 
publicans? — I do  not  think  that  that  would 
follow  at  all. 
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MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Frederick  Richard  Falkiner,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

6059.  As  we  all  know,  you  hold  the  office  of 
Recorder  of  Dublin  ? — I do. 

6060.  And  you  have  held  that  office  since  the 
year  1876  ? — Yes. 

6061.  "VYe  have  the  advantage  of  the  evidence 
which  you  gave  in  the  year  1877  before  the 
Committee  that  was  then  inquiring  into  the  ques- 
tion, and  I shall  therefore  try  to  avoid  taking 
you  over  the  same  ground  as  much  as  possible, 
and  merely  confine  my  remarks  to  your  experi- 
ence since  you  gave  that  evidence  ; you  have  a 
thorough  acquaintance  from  your  position  as 
Recorder  of  the  licensing  system  in  Dublin  ?— 
Yes;  I am  the  sole  licensing  authority,  in  the 
city  of  Dublin.  I hold  the  same  position  that 
the  magistrates  at  special  sessions  have,  in 
England,  that  is  to  say,  I have  the  control  of  all 
the  original  licenses  for  what  are  called  public- 
houses  which  are  given  by  me,  and  also  all  the 
transfers  are  fiated  or  refused  if  there  be  sufficient 
legal  grounds  for  doing  so. 

6062.  I suppose  that  both  in  your  judicial 
capacity,  and  particularly  in  that  part  of  your 
judicial  work  which  deals  with  the  licensing 
question,  you  have  occasion  to  inquire  into  , the 
condition  of  Dublin  as  regards,  excessive  drink- 
ing, and  the  operation  of  the  licensing  law  ? — I 
would  wish  the  Committee  to  understand  that 
my  views,  which  are  rather  general  than,  in  theway 
of  suggesting  particular  clauses,  are  derived  rather 
from  the  social  view  of  the  question  than. from  the 
statistics  of  drunkenness,  for  instance,  which  are  so 
very  much  gone  upon  in  official  quarters.  I have 
a very  large  criminal  jurisdiction.  I hold  some- 
thing like  seven  or  eight  quarter  sessions  before 
juries,  and  until  lately  in  Dublin,  unfortunately, 
there  was  somewhat  about  the  same  amount. (as 
it  may  surprise  you  to  hear)  of  indictable  crime 
as  in  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  Ireland..  It  may 
seem  strange  to  this  Committee, . or,  indeed.,  to 
anybody  until  they  read  the  statistics  of  crime 
in  Dublin,  that  the  indictable  offences  were 
lately  just  exactly  double  the  whole  of  the 
rest  of  Ireland,  including  all  the  cities.  1 here 
has  been  an  improvement  in  every,  respect  since 
I gave  my  evidence  before,  but  in  substance, 
I think,  the  facts  are  pretty  much  the.  same..  In 
my  civil  capacity  I have  a very  large  jurisdiction 

0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

with  regard  to  the  debts  of  the  poorer  classes 
and  the  working  classes,  and  how  they  arise,  and 
the  misfortunes  that  follow  from  them.  I have 
a very  large  ejectment  jurisdiction;  that  is  to 
say,  city  ejectment.  It  does  not  touch  any  of 
the  burning  questions  of  the  day,  but  I have  a 
very  large  city  ejectment  jurisdiction,  in  which, 
in  a single  decree  of  ejectment,  there  may  be 
seven  or  eight  families  dispossessed  with  all  their 
belongings,  and  in  these  three  ways  I am  brought 
very  largely  in  contact  with  the  social  condition 
of  our  people.  The  next  fact  with  regard  to 
Dublin  which  I think  the  Committee  ought  to 
have  before  them  is  this : Dublin  is  peculiarly 
circumstanced  structurally ; I will  take  the 
figures  from  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  who  is  our 
principal  sanitary  officer  in  connection  with 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin,  and  in  a paper 
which  he  has  lately  made  use  of  he  says  there 
are  54,000  homes  of  families  residing  in  Dublin, 
and  of  those  no  fewer  than  32,000  families  live 
in  7,000  houses,  containing  48,000  rooms ; that 
is  only  a room  and  a half  to  each  family,  that  is  to 
say,  about  32,000  families  in  Dublin  live  in  one 
and  a half  rooms  each  ; and  with  the  social  dis- 
comfort and  sorrow  and  trouble  which  you  may 
associate  with  these  figures.  I am  sorry  to  say  I 
connect  these  figures  largely  with  the  wasting  of  the 
wages  of  the  people  in  drink.  There  is  a bad,  vicious 
circle  goin^r  on.  The  wretched  homes  drive  the 
parents  to  'the  drink  shops,  and  the  children  to 
the  streets,  where  they  grow  up  too  often  what 
we  know  in  Dublin  as  “corner-boys,”  wholly 
free  from  parental  control,  and  our  best  hope  for 
these  children  is  the  industrial  school,  of  which 
we  have  splendid  specimens  in  Dublin  both 
Roman  Catholic  anc:  Protestant.  It  is  fair  to 
say  that  the  structural  condition  and  cleanliness 
of  their  homes  have  been  largely  improved  by  the 
Corporation  in  late  years,  since  the  Parliamen- 
tary Commission  of  1879,  but  the  improvement 
is  only  in  degree,  it  is  not  in  kind  as  yet.  So 
long  as  the  homes  are  wretched,  the  people  will 
take  more  drink  than  they  ought  to  do,  and  so 
long  as  they  take  more  drink  than  they  ought  to 
do, 'and  waste  their  wages,  they  cannot  improve 
their  homes.  That  is  what  I call  a vicious  circle, 
and  I will  give  the  Committee  an  example.  A 
G G 4 friend 
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Chairman—  continued. 

friend  of  mine,  and  a friend  also,  I think,  of 
yours,  sir,  the  late  Dr.  Elvington,  described  to 
me  graphically  a scene  in  which  he  took  part. 
He  was  lately  the  Recorder  of  Londonderry, 
and  brother-in-law  of  the  late  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Ball.  He  was  passing  a large  iron 
factory  on  a Saturday  when  the  men  were 
being  paid  their  weekly  wages  at  a little 
bureau.  He  stood  to  witness  what  was  going  on, 
and  there  was  a crowd  of  earnest,  anxious-looking 
women,  the  wives  of  those  men  at  the  gate,  trying 
to  intercept  their  husbands  as  they  passed  from 
the  paying  bureau  into  the  street.  * H e saw  one 
anxious  woman  seize  her  husband  as  he  passed, 
and  she  said,  “ Ah,  Bill,”  and  he  took  his  hands  out 
of  his  pocket,  and  there  was  1 7.  in  one  hand  and 
a lot  of  shillings  in  the  other,  his  wages  being 
35^.,  or  90  7.  a-year,  or  something  like  that.  The 
man  handed  the  shillings  to  his  wife,  and  he 
thrust  the  1 7.  into  his  pocket.  The  woman  said, 
“ 1 hat.  is  not  fair  ; and  my  friend,  who  was  a 
fine,  cheery,  large  man,  said,  “ Ah,  Bill,  that  is 
not  fair.”  The  man  turned  angrily  round  to  see 
who  it  was,  and  when  he  saw  the  genial  smile  on 
my  friend’s  face,  he  said,  “ Well,  sir,  what  is 
fair?  ” So  my  friend  said,  “ Reverse  it,”  and  he 
took  the  pound  in  his  hand  and  he  gave  it  to  the 
woman,  and  he  said  to  the  man,  “ You  may  take 
the  shillings,  and  give  her  as  many  of  them  as 
you  can  afterwards;  I will  trust  to  your  honour.” 
He  walked  up  the  street,  and  when  die  had  got  to 
the  corner,  he  found  a whole  herd  of  women  had 
followed,  him,  imploring  him  to  come  back  and 
stop  their  , husbands,  too.  Now,  1 5 5.  to  a wife, 
perhaps  with  five  or  six  children,  or  sometimes  as 
many  as  seven  or  eight,  just  means  wretchedness; 
and  it  means  this  continued  sorrow  and  circle  of 
wretched  lives ; and  that  is  what  I have  chiefly 
come,  from  a sick  bed,  to  tell  the  Committee. 
People  say,  “Improve  the  artizans’  dwellings, 
that  is  the  true  remedy.”  Now,  I should  be  very 
sorry  to  say  that  anyone  speaks  insincerely,  but 
if  people  would  really  look  at  it,  and  think  it 
out,  they  will  know  this,  that  if  they  do  improve 
the  dwellings  of  the  people,  it  will  absorb  the 
money  that  goes  to  drink  just  as  much  as  if  you 
curtail  the  expenditure  in  drink  by  legislation ; 
but  it  cannot  be  really  done  until  you  change  the 
habits  of  the  people. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6063.  What  do  you  mean  by  cannot  be  really 
done  ? — You  cannot  do  it  by  merely  saying, 
“ Bn  prove  your  dwellings.”  You  must  do  some- 
thing to  alter  the  habits  and  alter  the  system  of 
drink  that  is  going  on.  In  this  way  the  two 
things  must  be  done  together.  By  all  means 
improve  their  dwellings;  but,  in  God’s  name, 
save  the  wages  for  them  which  are  essential  to 
keep  them  decent. 

Chairman. 

6064.  How  would  you  suggest  that  we  might 
practically  accomplish  that  end?— I have  not 
been  able  to  follow  the  evidence  here,  and  I do 
not  like  making  suggestions  as  to  hours  of  closing 
where  other  people  have  been  able  to  give  more 
specific  evidence. 

6065.  The  Committee  would  be  very  glad  if 
you  could. make  any  suggestions  which  would 
help  them  in  considering  the  subject  ? — I would 


Chairman — continued. 

merely  say  that  I do  not  believe  in  the  wisdom  of 
sudden  wrenches.  I think  that  these  things  must 
be  done  more  or  less  by  degrees.  I would  say  to 
you,  without  attempting  to  dictate  any  particular 
course,  shorten  their  opportunities  on  Saturday 
of  wasting  the  wages  the  moment  they  have  o-ot 
them,  for  the  unfortunate  thing  is  that  the  two 
days  of  drinking  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  are 
the  two  first  days  of  the  wages  ; that  is  the  point. 

6066.  Is  there  anything  further  that  you  would 
suggest  ? — As  I said  before,  with  regard  to  total 
closing,  I think  that  that  is  too  sudden  a wrench, 
and  I think  it  ought  to  be  done  by  degrees.  I 
think  that  the  wisdom  of  this  Committee,  after 
weighing  carefully  the  evidence  which  has  been 
given  by  competent  witnesses,  and  viewing  it  all 
as  a whole,  will  come  to  a judicious  and  just 
view,  more  or  less  like  all  these  things,  as  a 
matter  of  compromise ; but  I say,  shorten  the 
hours  and  shorten  the  opportunities  if  you  want 
to  help  the  people. 

6067.  When  you  say  “shorten  the  hours,”  do 
you  mean  on  Saturday  ?— On  Saturday  and  on 
Sunday  both. 

6068.  Do  you  think  that  a more  reasonable 
and  more  practical  solution  of  the  question  than 
total  closing  on  Sunday  ? — I think  so,  for  these 
reasons,  that  a sudden  wrench,  as  I said,  would 
cause  great  pain  and  injustice,  perhaps,  to  respect- 
able people ; I mean  the  trade  who  have  not 
done  anything  in  many  instances  which  they, 
from  their  point  of  view,  ought  not  to  do;  and 
to  suddenly  subject  them  to  a very  severe  penal 
clause  as  it  would  be  to  them,  would  be  followed 
by  bitterness  and  things  which  statesmen  would 
not  like  to  see  as  consequences. 

606.9.  I gathered  from  your  observation  and 
experience  that  you  consider  the  greater  evil  of 
the  two  is  the  excessive  drinking  and  the  absorp- 
tion of  wages  in  excessive  drinking  on  Saturday, 
when  the  wages  are  paid  ?-- 1 think  so,  because 
it  is  the  first  day,  and  I think  if  they  were  safe 
on  Saturday  night,  so  much  the  more  chance 
would  there  be  on  Sunday,  because  people  who 
have  once  begun  badly  often  get  reckless. 

. 6070.  From  your  knowledge  of  public  opinion 
m Dublin  generally,  including  the  classes  who 
make  a legitimate  use  of  public-houses,  do  you 
think  that  there  would  be  much  opposition  felt  to 
early  closing  on  Saturday  ?— I think  the  trade 
would  object. 

. 6071.  Outside  the  trade;  what  I may  call 
independent  public  opinion  ? — I think  all  inde- 
pendent public  opinion  is  in  favour  of  it  from 
what  I have  heard. 

6072.  I do  not  like  to  take  you  through  a 
number  of  details  suggesting  an  improvement  of 
the  law  which  we  have  had  from  others  ; but  I 
would  ask  you  to  state  to  the  Committee  any 
views  that  you  have  to  suggest  on  this  question 
which  occur  to  yourself  ?— I have  what  I midit 
almost  call  negative  views.  First  of  all,  there 
has  been  a great  deal  said  that  if  you  did  this  it 
would  be  followed  by  a great  increase  of  the  she- 
been system ; but,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I 
think  there  has  been  seme  confusion  of  ideas 
about  it.  There  will  be  no  doubt  a reaction  fol- 
lowing and  dogging  the  steps  of  every  reform, 
and  it  will.be  the  same  with  shebeening,  but  the 
reaction  will  bear  no  proportion  to  the  reform 
effected. 


6073.  Is 
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Chairman — continued. 

6073.  Is  there  much  of  it  at  present  ? — Not 
very  much,  because  the  police  do  their  duty,  and 
so  do  the  divisional  magistrates,  I have  nothing 
to  do  with  that  except  on  appeals  to  me  from  the 
magistrates  if  any  one  of  their  decisions  is  ap- 
pealed from . 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6074.  Are  not  the  decisions  of  the  divisional 
magistrates  often  appealed  from?  — No,  very 
seldom  ; but  what  I was  going  to  say  was  this  : 
if  you  shorten  the  drinking  hours  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  a great  number  of  people  will  try  to  get 
drink  illicitly,  and  there  will  be  people  to  make 
money  out  of  that  desire  ; but  it  will  always  be  a 
decreasing  number  if  this  law  is  carried  out.  To 
becrin  with,  a large  number  of  people  prefer  to 
obey  the  law,  and  they  will  not  go  to  shebeens 
because  it  will  be  illegal,  and  followed  with  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  ; and  they  will  not  break 
the  law ; some  will,  but  as  the  police  do  their 
duty  and  punishment  follows,  the  habit  is 
formed  which  is  sure  to  go  on,  and  the  dis- 
obey era  of  the  law  will  always  be  decreasing 
and  the  obeyers  of  the  law  will  always  be  in- 
creasing. The  habits  of  the  people  will  be 
formed,  and  they  will  begin  to  understand  and  to 
appreciate  the  comfortable  homes  which  are  being 
provided  for  them,  1 daresay,  in  as  large  a ratio 
as  in  most  towns,  both  by  companies  and,  to  the 
credit  of  the  corporation,  lately  by  them  ; and 
as  the  homes  of  the  people  become  more  com- 
fortable, they  are  better  able  to  exercise  control 
over  their  children,  and  keep  them  in  their 
homes.  I would  hope,  then,  that  the  gradual 
but  continual  improvement  of  these  32,000 
families  will  be  the  result. 

6075.  You  say  that  you  have  observed  an  im- 
provement since  you  gave  your  evidence  before 
the  last  Committee  ; do  you  attribute  that  to  an 
improvement  in  the  dwellings  of  the  people,  or 
to  any  other  causes  operating  along  with  it  ? — I 
think  it  is  partly  that,  and  I think  it  is  partly 
the  general  improvement  which  has  taken  place 
all  over  the  empire  in  education.  And  I am 
sorry  to  add  another  reason  which  I believe  is 
the  case,  1 think  it  has  largely  arisen  from  the 
bad  times,  from  the  want  of  circulation  of  money, 
for  I know  that  owing  to  the  want  of  circulation, 
for  the  first  time  for  many  years  some  public- 
houses  were  voluntarily  closed.  I daresay  Mr. 
Russell  will  remember  one  or  two  instances 
where  they  have  almost  been  closed. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

6076.  Do  you  mean  voluntarily  closed  in 
the  city? — Yes;  from  their  not  being  able  to 
get  on. 

Chairman. 

6077.  Do  you  mean  that  the  licenses  were  for- 
feited?— No  ; they  did  not  care  to  renew  them, 
because  they  were  no  longer  profitable.  These 
cases  have  come  to  my  knowledge  from  a course 
which  1 sometimes  adopt.  As  a rule  I never 
give  a new  license  without  what  I call  a quid  pro 
quo  ; I make  it  a removal.  If  a man  shows  really 
very  strong  grounds  for  getting  a new  license, 
I say  to  him,  “ Well,  you  are  asking  me  with  a 
stroke  of  my  pen  to  give  you  what  you  show  me 
is  worth  2,000 1.  or  3,000 1.,  just  as  if  I wrote  a 
cheque  for  you  for  that  amount ; I cannot  do  it 
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unless  you  close  somewhat  like  a commensurate 
quantity'  of  drink  consumption.  If  you  will  buy  up 
one  or  two  licenses  and  suppress  them  I will  give 
you  the  removals  from  those  houses  to  the  new  one 
that  you  want.”  When  this  was  done  once  or 
twice  a great  many  of  the  less  solvent  publicans 
became  at  once  most  anxious  that  they  might  get 
a couple  of  hundred  pounds,  or  whatever  it  was, 
that  would  be  given  for  the  house  that  was  to  be 
closed,  and  from  which  a removal  was  to  be 
made,  and  their  anxiety  sliosved  that  their  license 
was  really  worth  very  little. 

6078.  Is  there  any  other  point  that  you  would 
like  to  mention  ? — The  only  remaining  point  on 
which  I have  a word  to  say  is  this : I think  it 
was  Mr.  Harrel  (I  have  read  his  evidence)  who 
spoke  of  the  evil  and  discomfort  that  would 
happen  to  people  on  Sundays  who  wanted  to 
dine  in  case  of  Sunday  closing.  It  occurred  to 
me  that  there  are  only  a limited  number  of 
such  people  in  Dublin.  It  is  not  at  all  what  it 
is  in  London,  because  I am  sorry  to  say  that  we 
are  not  lai’gely  a commercial  city.  I thought  that 
in  order  to  try  to  meet  that  (but  it  is  only  a sug- 
gestion), tavern  licenses  or  permits,  not  from  a 
magistrate,  but  either  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
Department  or  from  the  Local  Government  of 
Ireland,  might  be  given  to  a few  selected  houses 
which  were  well-known  as  bond  fide  doing  that 
business. 

6079.  That  is  to  say,  the  business  of  eating- 
houses  as  well  as  drinking? — Exactly;  but  it 
that  were  done  I would  not  make  them  perma- 
nent licenses,  giving  what  may  be  called  vested 
interest.  I would  rather  leave  them  like  what 
I think  is  done  in  London.  I know  that  it  was 
done  in  Dublin  until  there  was  some  complaint 
about  it,  that  is  to  say,  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
giving  directions  to  the  police  to  permit  certain 
houses  to  be  open  for  supper.  Those  were  only 
really  what  I might  call  prerogative  permissions. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6080.  Do  not  you  think  that  that  might  be 
met  by  an  exemption  order  similar  to  the  order 
to  allow  houses  to  be  open  in  markets? — That  is 
exactly  what  1 was  going  to  say. 

Chairman. 

6081.  As  to  the  practical  working  of  this 
exemption  order  you  suggest  that  it  should  be 
done  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant? — ^ es  ; there  are 
exemption  orders  under  statute  which  are  not 
given  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6082.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  much 
better  to  be  done  by  a Police  Commissioner 
rather  than  bringing  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
prerogative  in  this  way  ?— When  I said  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  it  really  does  mean  the  Police  Com- 
missioner. 

Chairman. 

6083.  The  substance  of  your  recommendation 
was  that  there  should  be  an  exemption  order  ? — 
Yes;  as  you  know  very  well,  the  Police  Department 
is  a part  of  the  Central  Government,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  nominally  the  head,  but  of  course 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  the  Chief  Secretary 
knows  nothing  of  these  things  that  come  up  from 
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Chairman — continued. 

the  Police  Department ; I only  meant  that,  they 
should  sanction  the  exemption  order,  the  Parlia- 
mentary responsibility  being  of  course  with  the 
Lord  Lieutenant. 

6084.  Does  it  occur  to  you  that  the  wants  of 
people  who  might  legitimately  require  supper 
and  refreshment  after  the  closing  of  places  of 
amusement  might  be  met  in  the  same  way  ? — 
That  was  why  permission  was  given  by  the  police 
or  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  certain  houses  to  carry 
on  legitimate  trade  of  that  kind,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  the  growth,  and  I may  say  the 
healthy  growth,  of  democratic  feeling  lately,  it 
was  rather  considered  that  it  was  unfair,  because 
they  were  chiefly  for  members  of  the  middle 
class,  and  they  were  not  then  so  freely  granted  in 
Dublin  Castle,  if  they  were  granted  at  all.  The 
only  other  thing  I would  refer  to  is  the  bond  fide 
traveller,  on  which  there  has  been  so  much  diffi- 
culty, and  which  has  been  the  despair  both  of 
legislators  and  magistrates,  and  police,  and  I 
have  thought  that  the  reason  was,  partly,  that  an 
attempt  was  made  by  a hard-and-fast  section  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament  to  define  the  bond  fide 
traveller.  I think  that  general  orders  might  be 
made  from  time  to  time,  as  local  experience  would 
point  out.  General  orders  which  can  be  modified 
and  varied  like  Chancery  orders,  without  going 
to  Parliament.  It  was  found  exactly  in  the 
same  way  in  the  old  practice  that  legislating  by 
rules  in  Chancery  was  abortive. 

6085.  You  think  that  the  orders  might  be 
accommodated  to  the  requirements  of  each  locality  ? 
— Yes,  and  from  time  to  time;  because  if  you 
did  it  by  Act  of  Parliament  there  would  always 
be  an  attempt  at  clever  evasion.  No  matter  what 
the  industry  of  the  Legislature  and  what  the 
industry  of  Parliamentary  draftsmen  will  pre- 
scribe in  a section,  if  there  is  a desire  to  evade 
it,  it  will  probably  be  a successful  one.  What 
we  want  is  the  power  from  time  to  time  to  meet 
the  evil  as  it  arises  and  cope  with  it. 

6086.  Then  your  suggestion  -would  be  that 
power  should  be  given  by  Act  of  Parliament  to 
make  general  orders  for  certain  areas  like  the 
city  of  Cork,  and  so  forth  defining  the  distance, 
having  regard  to  the  conditions  of  each  locality, 
the  proximity  of  certain  places  of  amusement  and 
so  forth,  where  people  would  be  likely  to  go  ? — 
Yes. 

6087.  You  would  not  have  a hard-and-fast  line 
for  the  entire  of  Ireland  ? — I would  not. 

6088.  Have  you  considered  at  all  to  what 
authority  you  would  trust  the  making  of  those 
orders? — I think  that  is  a matter  for  the  states- 
man more  than  for  me.  But  I would  suggest,  in 
passing  that,  of  course,  we  all  know  that  the 
question  of  local  government  is  in  a state  of 
fusion  at  present.  At  present  I would  suggest 
that  it  should  be  the  central  authority  in  Dublin 
Castle,  but  acting  under  Orders  in  Council,  passed 
after  consultation  with  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Lea. 

6089.  Do  I understand  that  you  would  not 
give  that  power  to  the  licensing  authority  ? — It 
might  be  given  to  the  licensing  authority,  but 
the  licensing  authorities  of  Ireland  have  not 
taken  upon  themselves  the  framing  of  rules. 


Mr.  Lea — continued. 

They  just  act  judicially  on  whatever  Act  you 
pass. 

6090.  This  is  a new  power  altogether  that  you 
propose  to  give  to  somebody,  and  the  question  is 
to  what  body  it  should  be  given? — Yes;  no 
doubt  that  is  so. 

Chairman. 

6091.  I understand  that  you  are  not  prepared 
to  give  us  a very  exact  definition? — No.  Of 
course  there  are  authorities  that  would  occur  to 
anybody.  First,  there  are  general  Orders  in 
Council,  that  means  the  Privy  Council,  who 
manage  all  Orders  under  the  Contagious  Diseases 
Acts,  and  the  Cattle  Acts,  and  they  give  very 
special  orders  from  time  to  time,  but  these  are 
passed  after  consultation  with  the  proper  autho- 
rities and  officials  in  each  case. 

6092.  There  are  two  main  points  in  your  sug- 
gestion: first,  that  the  orders  should  be  revocable 
by  Parliament;  and  secondly,  that  they  should 
be  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  each  locality  ? — 
Yes,  that  they  should  be  elastic.  Then  bogus 
clubs  have  been  spoken  of,  and,  in  the  same  way, 
I would  subject  them  to  licenses,  not  in  the 
sense  of  money  licenses  necessarily,  for  that  is  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer’s  question,  but 
permissions. 

6093.  When  you  say  that,  do  you  mean  that 
you  would  subject  every  club  to  a license? — 
Yes.  Even  clubs  for  gentlemen  would  probably 
be  subjected  in  the  same  way,  but  I would  cer- 
tainly provide  that  the  circumstance  of  its  being 
a club  did  not  oust  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magis- 
trates to  consider  whether  it  was  not,  in  point  of 
fact,  as  a matter  of  fact,  a mere  drinking  shop, 
and  an  unlicensed  one,  and  to  treat  it  accordingly. 
That  is  all  I have  to  suggest. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6094.  You  are  the  sole  licensing  authority  in 
Dublin,  are  you  not? — Yes. 

6095.  And  you  are  not  likely,  I suppose,  to 
have  as  much  experience  regarding  the  state  of 
the  people  in  connection  with  the  drink  question 
as  the  other  magistrates  of  the  city  ? — I think  I 
have  more.  I have  this  large  social  jurisdiction 
which  they  have  not  over  the  traders  and  the 
people  who  are  subject  to  ejectment. 

6096.  That  is  tour  opinion? — Only  my 
opinion. 

6097.  You  stated  that  there  was  an  improve- 
ment in  the  people  since  you  last  gave  your 
evidence.  The  Sunday  Closing  Act,  as  you  are 
aware,  is  not  extended  to  Dublin  ? — No,  except 
by  the  shortening  of  the  hours. 

6098.  But  the  hours  are  longer? — Yes,  to 
seven  o’clock. 

6099.  But  you  do  hot  attribute  the  improve- 
ment to  that  fact  entirely  ?— I certainly  consider 
it  very  largely  one  of  the  factors;  I have  no 
doubt  of  it. 

6100.  You  attribute  it  to  some  extent  to  the 
fact  that  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
dwellings  of  the  poor  ? — I do. 

6101.  Do  you  think,  along  with  other  magis- 
trates, and  with  Mr.  O’Donel,  the  magistrate  of 
Dublin,  that  an  extension  of  that  policy,  or  an 
extension  of  this  scheme,  would  solve  the  question 
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Mr.  John  O'1  Connor — continued, 
that  we  are  inquiring  into? — I think  it  Avould 
tend  to  solve  it. 

6102.  But  you  already  notice  an  effect,  and 
you  attribute  it  to  that  cause  ; do  not  you  think 
that  if  you  extend  the  cause  you  also  extend  the 
effect? — I would  say  again  that  I think  it 
certainly  tends  to  do  so. 

6103.  You  said  something  to  this  effect,  did  you 
not,  that  there  would  be  no  result  until  you 
changed  the  habits  of  the  people  ? — What  I said 
was  that  when  people  say,  “Leave  the  licensing 
law  alone  and  improve  the  dwellings  of  the 
people,”  my  answer  is,  “ It  is  illusory  to  say 
‘ improve  the  dwellings  ’ of  the  people  until  you 
have  improved  their  habits  as  to  the  expenditure 
of  their  wages.” 

6104.  How  can  you  expect  to  change  their 
habits  until  you  gve  them  a fair  chance  by 
improving  their  dwellings? — If  you  improve 
their  dwellings,  and  leave  them  still  at  the  mercy 
of  their  drink  passion,  you  would  not.  be  able 
to  improve  their  dwellings  with  effect,  because 
they  will  not,  as  I said  before,  retain  wages 
sufficient  to  carry  out,  that  policy,  nor  will  they 
cultivate  a taste  for  caring  to  have  their  homes 
decent. 

6105.  How  do  you  expect  them  to  cultivate 
such  a taste  in  a back  slum  or  in  a top  garret  ? 
— Do  not  mistake  me  for  a moment  as  saying 
that  I should  not  improve  their  dwellings.  I 
should  do  it  simultaneously.  I might  say,  as 
you  have  mentioned  that,  that  I yield  to  nobody 
in  advocating  the  policy  of  improving  the 
dwellings  of  the  people.  I visited  Birmingham 
in  order  to  see  the  great  street  improvements 
which  Mr.  Chamberlain,  when  Mayor  of  Bir- 
mingham, had  inaugurated  under  the  Artizans’ 
Dwellings  Act  of  1875,  spending  two  millions 
of  money  in  destroying  the  slums  ot  Birming- 
ham, and  I saw  what  the  splendid  consequences 
of  that  were. 

6106.  Have  you  inquired  into  the  conse- 
quences of  that  action? — No,  1 have  not  statis- 
tically. 

6107.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  that  good 
results  followed? — I had  at  the  time  for  what  I 
saw  at  that  time,  but  it  was  a great  many  years 
ago.  I have  not  followed  it  up  since.  I only 
mention  my  having  taken  the  trouble  of  going 
there  as  a sort  of  evidence  that  I was  alive,  as 
your  question  seemed  possibly  to  doubt,  to  the 
importance  of  improving  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor. 

6108.  At.  that  time,  do  you  know  whether 
Mr,  Chamberlain  and  the  Town  Council  at  Bir- 
mingham made  any  attempt  to  reform  the  habits 
of  the  people  before  they  built  the  dwellings? — 
I do  not  know. 

Mr.  T.  fV,  Russell. 

6109.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Chamberlain 
introduced  a motion  on  the  Gothenburg  system 
into  the  House  of  Commons? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6110.  Did  that  become  law  ? — No. 

6111.  And  it  did  not  apply  to  Birmingham? 
— It  did  not  become  law. 

6112.  Do  you  know,  or  did  you  inquire  at 
the  time,  whether  any  attempts  were  made  to 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
change  the  habits  of  the  people  before  they  built 
the  dwellings? — No;  I was  not  examining  the 
question  as  a drink  question  in  Birmingham 
at  all.  I only  went  there  to  see  what  steps 
were  taken  under  the  Act  for  the  improvement 
of  the  dwellings  of  the  people;  it  was  solely  for 
that  purpose,  and  it  was  to  that  altogether  that 
I intended  to  confine  my  remark. 

6113.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  incentive 
to  the  people  to  change  their  habits  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  their  houses  and  dwell- 
ings?—There  is  a good  deal  of  improvement 
going  on  gradually,  and  I endeavoured  to  give 
weight  to  that. 

6114.  In  what  direction? — In  the  direction 
that  you  spoke  of. 

6115.  Do  you  mean  in  the  improvement  of  the 
dwellings  ? — Yes. 

6116.  And  good  results,  you  think,  have  fol- 
lowed?— Certainly  ; there  is  no  question  of  it; 
but  it  is  to  be  remem  I >ered  that  at  present  the 
improving  of  the  dwellings  is  not  altogether  an 
unmixed  blessing,  because  the  tendency  is  to 
build  dwellings  for  the  better  and  more  respect- 
able class,  and  in  doing  so  they  are  knocking 
down  the  slums,  and  there  is  a dispossession  of 
the  people,  and  in  consequence  of  that  there  is 
rather  a tendency  for  these  to  sink  down  into 
still  worse  places  than  they  were  in  before. 

6117.  If  those  dwellings  were  more  largely 
built,  would  not  you  expect  that  there  would  be 
less  of  that  wasting  of  wages  in  drink  that  you 
deplore? — Yes;  but  as  I said  before,!  think  it 
is  essential  that  the  two  reforms  are  to  go  on 
pari  passu. 

6118.  You  have  not  made  any  statement,  I 
think,  as  to  how  the  other  branch  of  the  reform 
is  to  be  carried  out? — I suggest  that  if  by 
reforming  or  improving  your  licensing  legislation, 
you  save  the  wages  for  the  people  from  the  d link- 
ing shops,  you  save  them  for  those  better  homes, 
and  you  improve  iheir  tastes  for  those  better 
homes  ; but  if  you  leave  them  victims  to  the 
drinking  shop  their  wages  are  wasted,  and  if  they 
go  into  the  improved  artizans’  dwellings  they  will 
be  turned  out  for  the  non-payment  of  rent  before 
very  long,  as  I know.  That  is  what  I meant  by 
saying  that.  I have  this  experience  from  my 
jurisdiction  in  ejectments  ; what  happens  is  this  : 
the  wages  are  wasted ; the  rent  is  not  paid ; the 
grocer  or  provision  dealer  allows  them  to  run  up 
a bill  of  6 /.  or  8 l.y  or  sometimes  they  are  foolish 
enough  to  make  it  more ; and  they  come  to  me 
to  evict,  or  they  come  to  me  for  a decree,  which 
is,  if  it  is  granted,  to  sweep  away  all  their  little  be- 
longings. What  I do  is  this  : I try,  first  of  all,  to 
coax  the  plaintiff  to  reduce  his  demand  ; I say, 
“ You  will  never  get  it  if  you  do  not  reduce 
your  demand;”  I induce  the  plaintiff,  perhaps,  to 
take  5 l.  instead  of  7 /.,  and  I will  order  it  to  be 
paid  at  the  rate  of  10  s.  a month.  If  I do  that 
there  is  a horrid  weight  hanging  over  the  unfor- 
tunate people  for  ten  months  ; and  how  are  those 
people  to  take  advantage  of  the  improved 
artizans’  dwellings  ? 

6119.  What  does  this  arise  from? — From  over- 
drinking and  bad  homes.  You  must  improve 
them  both. 

6120.  But  those  are  artizans’  dwellings,  are 
they  not? — Yes,  they  are  labourers’  dwellings. 
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Mr.  John  O' Connoi — continued. 

6121.  Are  the  people  who  live  in  those  dwell- 
ings improved  too? — They  are  greatly  improved. 

6122.  I thought  you  were  speaking  of  those 
who  dwelt  in  improved  dwellings  and  were  able 
to  pay  for  the  improved  dwellings  ? — No ; I said 
that  a large  number  of  them  were  not  able  to  do 
so,  and  if  they  attempted  it  they  would  be  turned 
out. 

6123.  Those  that  you  are  speaking  of  are 
people  who  actually  dwell  in  tenement  houses  ? 
— I am  speaking  of  people  who  dwell  in  tene- 
ment houses. 

6124.  And  not  in  the  improved  dwellings? — 
Not  in  the  improved  dwellings. 

6125.  I suppose  a good  deal  of  this  arises  from 
scarcity  of  employment? — There  is  a good  deal  of 
artizan  employment  in  Dublin.  There  is  a very 
large  professional  population.  There  are  a great 
many  people  that  the  French  call  rentiers,  that  is 
people  who  live  on  their  means,  who  live  particu- 
larly in  the  suburbs,  and  employ  a great,  army  of 
masons,  and  painters,  and  artizans  of  that  class,  and 
a very  large  number  of  shoemakers,  and  those 
kinds  of  trades;  the  bricklayers,  too,  are  a wealthy 
trade,  that  is  to  say,  they  are  paid  very  high 
wages,  which  sometimes  go  up  to  40s.  a week. 

6126.  You  call  the  branch  of  reform  that  is  to 
go  on  pari  passu  with  improved  dwellings  coercive 
legislation  ?• — I do  not  call  it  coercive  legisla- 
tion. I think  there  is  an  enormous  amount  of 
harm  caused  by  using  harsh  adjectives. 

6127.  Coercion  may  be  a good  thing,  you  know, 
for  some  people  ? — Yes',  it  often  is. 

6128.  Then  it  is  not  a harsh  adjective? — But 
it  is  too  often  used  as  if  it  were. 

6129.  In  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  term, 
I suppose  ? — Yes. 

6130.  To  use  your  own  words,  you  recommend 
to  shorten  the  hours,  and  shorten  the  opportunities? 
— Yes,  exactly  so. 

6131.  Have  you  read  Inspector  Harrel’s  evi- 
dence ? — Yes. 

6132.  Do  you  know  that  he  stated  that  dangers 
would  arise  from  both  shortening  the  hours  and 
the  total  closing  of  public-houses  ? — Yes,  I think 
it  was  to  that  I referred  when  I spoke  of  shebeens 
as  a possible  danger. 

6133.  I think  it  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  of 
policemen  and  inspectors  that  dangers  would 
arise  ? — I go  as  far  as  I said  before,  that  might 
be  so  to  a small  extent;  but  I think  that  the 
good  that  would  be  effected  would  overbalance 
the  evil. 

6134.  Do  not  you  know  that  shebeening  is  a 
class  of  offence  which  is  very  difficult  to  detect? 
— I do  not  know  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  de- 
tect. It  is  if  it  is  done  in  a small  way,  but  if  it 
is  done  in  a large  way  it  is  not. 

6135.  Are  you  aware  that  the  police  inspec- 
tors have  stated  it  is  a very  difficult  class  of 
offence  to  detect  ? — I know  that  it  very  often  is 
detected  ; and  I do  not  think  that  at  present 
it  prevails  very  largely,  because  there  is  a great 
deal  of  vigilance  in  dealing  with  it.  I may  add 
that  the  Dublin  police  are  fit  for  anything  that 
they  are  desired  to  do ; at  least  that  is  my  ex- 
perience of  them. 

6136.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  been 
able  to  put  down  shebeens  ? — I think  they  have 
been  able  to  put  down  shebeens  substantially. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor — continued. 

6137.  Do  you  know  that  there  has  been  no 
appreciable  decrease  in  the  number  of  houses 
that  are  under  the  surveillance  of  the  police? — 
I do  not  know  the  statistics  of  shebeen  houses, 
but  I do  not  think  that  it  is  a very  prevalent 
evil  in  Dublin. 

6138.  Do  you  know  that  the  figures  ai-e  very 
nearly  the  same  now  as  they  were  a great  many 
years  ago  when  this  question  was  investigated? 
— I do  not  know  what  the  figures  were  then,  or 
what  they  are  now. 

6139.  I suppose  you  agree  with  the  other 
witnesses,  who  have  expressed  the  opinion  that 
it  is  a very  bad  form  of  drinking  ? — It  is  very 
bad  and  unwholesome  drink. 

6 140.  And  the  same  thing  will  be  likely  to 
occur  in  drinking  clubs? — Yes,  1 am  sui-e  it 
would. 

6141.  If  there  was  a great  danger  of  the 
development  of  that  class  of  offence,  do  you 
not  think  it  would  be  better  to  preserve  the 
legitimate  trader  from  running  the  risk  of  such 
an  extension  of  the  evil? — I do  not  think  there 
is  any  greater  risk  now  than  formerly.  I think 
the  thing  will  be  done,  and  I think  if  the  law  is 
firmly  administered  no  great  evil  will  follow 
from  it.  I believe  that  the  police  are  able  to 
deal  with  it  ; not  entirely  to  suppress  it  perhaps, 
but  to  prevent  its  being  anything  like  a malig- 
nant evil. 

6142.  Not  when  there  is  so  much  of  it  in 
existence  now  ? — But  I do  not  agree  that 
there  is  so  much  of  it  ; I do  not  think  there  is. 
It  is  sternly  punished,  and  inexorably,  when  it  is 
found  out,  because,  in  the  case  of  licenses,  to  any 
person  who  has  got  any  sympathy  in  him,  there 
is  a great  dislike  to  take  away  a license,  even 
when  it  is  fairly  forfeited.  One  cannot  help 
seeing  how  much  distress  there  is  to  follow  in  the 
family;  that  one  has  to  nerve  one’s  self;  but 
with  i-egard  to  these  illegal  houses,  there  is  no 
ruth  at  all  in  putting  the  law  into  operation. 
As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I deny  that  there 
is  any  very  great  evil  of  shebeening  in  Dublin. 

6143.  I want  you  to  explain  more  fully  to  me 
and  to  the  Committee  about  this  quid  pro  quo 
principle,  which  you  seem  to  have  established 
and  carried  out  in  Dublin ; that  is  what  is  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  huxtering  public- 
houses,  is  it  not  ?—  I do  not  think  that  it  is  com- 
monly known  by  that  name.  I daresay  that 
some  people  use  that  vulgar  expression. 

6144.  Under  what  circumstances  did  you  carry 
out  that  principle,  and  enforce  that  principle  ? — 

I did  not  carry  it  out,  nor  enforce  it ; it  has  not 
been  largely  done,  but  I think  I can  substan- 
tially answer  your  question. 

6145.  Was  this  in  granting  a new  license? — 
Yes. 

6146.  And  only  in  granting  a new  license  ? — 
Only  in  granting  a new  license.  The  policy 
I adopted  was  chiefly  this : In  olden  times,  when 
those  licenses  were  recklessly  granted,  I believe 
there  were  several  of  them  established  in  arch- 
ways, at  the  back  of  squares,  and  in  slums,  and 
those  the  police  thought  very  badly  of.  The 
detection  was,  as  you  suggest  in  other  cases  of 
shebeens,  very  difficult.  Their  clientele  were 
chiefly  servants,  and  people  of  that  kind,  and 
therefore  I rather  courted,  if  possible,  having 

respectable 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
respectable  public-houses  in  open  streets  and 
open  places.  I think,  perhaps,  in  my  1 1 years 
(I  would  be  afraid  to  give  figures),  but  I do  not 
think  there  were  more  than  about  40  houses 
closed  in  that  way. 

6 147.  That  is  a very  commendable  thing  ; but 
have  you  ever  insisted  upon  this  when  you  in- 
creased the  six-day  license  to  a seven-day 
license  ? — Yes ; I did  so  in  one  or  two  cases,  1 
think,  because  we  consider  that  extending  a six- 
day  license  to  a seven-day  license  is  a new 
license,  and  that  is  treated  always  as,  pro  tanto,  a 
new  license.  I say  if  you  want  to  open  on 
Sunday,  I will  not  give  it  you,  unless  you  show 
me  that  you  have  reduced  the  drink  traffic  to 
somewhat  like  a commensurate  extent. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6148.  Do  you  everhaveto  turn  a six-day  license 
into  a seven-day  license  ? — I have  sometimes,  and 
I required  that  they  should  give  me  a removal. 
With  regard  to  that  expression  that  was  used  by 
my  friend,  Dr.  Webb,  when  he  was  objecting 
very  much  to  my  net  giving  a full  license  at 
Westland-row,  which  I had  in  the  balance  for  a 
very  long  time  ; in  the  end  I refused  to  give  them 
a spirit  license,  but  I gave  them  a license  for 
wine  and  beer  at  Westland-row  Station,  and  Dr. 
Webb  was  rather  angry  with  me,  and  I think  he 
used  this  expression,  but  I answered  him  a's  I do 
now  by  saying  that  what  I was  doing  was  perfectly 
legitimate,  being  simply  what  is  known  as  a re- 
moval under  the  old  Act. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6149.  Has  it  been  your  recent  practice  to 
reduce  licenses  from  seven  days  to  six  days  ? 
— No I have  not  jurisdiction  to  do  that. 
Perhaps  I might  be  allowed  to  say  that  when 
1 was  made  Recorder  I assumed  that  I had 
power  over  transfers.  At  that  time  there  was  a 
tremendous  traffic  in  public-houses  going  on. 
There  was  a famous  auction-room  in  which  a 
house  that  had  been  considered  a very  few  years 
before  worth  only  500  l.  would  be  sold  for  2,500 1. 
Then  I began  by  saying  that  I would  not  pass 
those  transfers  when  the  streets  were  crammed 
with  public-houses,  and  a very  small  house  was 
being  turned  into  a very  large  one ; I said,  “ I 
will  not  pass  the  transfer  unless  you  take  a six- 
day  license.’’  This  was  brought  by  mandamus  to 
the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench,  and  after  two  argu- 
ments, extending  over  five  weeks,  the  Court  ulti- 
mately held  that  I had  not  that  authority  over 
transfers,  and  since  then,  of  course,  I have  never 
done  it. 

6150.  Was  the  Clitheroe  case  the  only  one 
case  ? — Yes,  but  I went  back  of  my  own  accord 
upon  my  former  decisions.  The  Court  of  Appeal 
has  recently  been  disposed  to  limit  the  decision 
in  Clitheroe’s  case. 

6151.  Did  you  not  cut  down  Alderman 
O’Connor's  license  to  a six-day  license? — -lhat 
was  O’Rorke’s ; case.  I can  tell  you  about  that. 
There  were  other  reasons  in  that  case.  It  was 
one  of  the  cases  ruled  before  the  decision  in  the 
Clitheroe  case,  and  on  Clitheroe’s  case  being 
announced,  I thought  it  would  be  unjust  to  those 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor — continued, 
who  had  not  been  heard,  and  who  had  lost  their 
right  of  appeal,  not  to  reconsider  all  their  cases, 
and  I called  them  voluntarily  before  me  in  every 
case  in  which  I had  usurped  jurisdiction,  as  the 
Court  held  I had,  and  I gave  them  a seven-day 
license  then.  Amongst  those  who  then  came  for- 
ward there  were  several  mixed  cases,  where  I 
had  acted  upon  other  grounds  that  were  men- 
tioned ; to  wit,  the  fitness  of  the  applicants  and  the 
condition  of  the  premises,  and  in  which  I had 
offered  a six-day  license  instead  of  a seven-day 
license,  when  they  were  originally  applying  for 
it.  I had  acted  within  my  jurisdiction  in  these 
cases,  and,  therefore,  I did  not  alter  what  I had 
done,  of  which  this  case  of  Mr.  O’Rorke  was  one 
instance.  Several  years  afterwards  Alderman 
O’Connor  pressed  me  very  strongly  ; and  I gave 
him  a seven-day  license  on  his  purchasing 
up  one  of  those  removals.  In  the  other 
case  of  Mr.  Mooney,  I quite  dissent 

from  its  being  used  in  this  sense.  Mr. 
Mooney,  a gentleman  who  had  several  licenses 
already,  came  before  me,  and  he  asked  me  can- 
didly enough  to  warrant  his  turning  his  houses 
into  a limited  liability  company.  I told  him  that 
I saw  no  precedent  for  it,  and  that  I would  not 
make  one,  and  when  the  case  had  been  heard 
throughout  and  all  was  over,  I acting  entirely 
within  my  own  jurisdiction;  he  then  said  volun- 
tarily, through  his  counsel,  “ If  you  will  give 
me  this  which  I ask  for  as  a concession,  I will 
voluntarily  offer  to  close  all  my  houses  on  Sun- 
day.” On  reflection  I thought  that  was  not  a 
bad  bargain  to  make  for  the  town,  and  I acceded 
to  it ; but  it  was  altogether  his  offer,  and  not 
my  act. 

6152.  Then,  it  appears  that,  being  Recorder 
of  Dublin,  you  are  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
temperance  cause,  are  you  not?-— No;  I have 
refused  consistently  to  attend  any  temperance 
meeting.  I have  thought  that  it  would  be  most 
unjust  to  the  licensed  trade  that  the  licensing 
authority  should  be  a partizan. 

6153.  Pardon  me  for  putting  this  question  to 
you,  but  did  you  ever  adjourn  your  Court  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  a meeting  of  that  kind  ? — 
Never. 

6154.  You  never  took  the  chair  at  a meeting? 
— Never ; and  I never  attended  one. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

6155.  May  I ask  whether  your  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  enormous  disparity  between 
the  number  of  persons  convicted  of  drunkenness 
and  the  number  of  prosecutions  for  supplying 
drink  to  persons  in  a state  of  intoxication,  and 
whether,  if  that  is  so,  you  have  any  suggestions 
to  make  with  regard  to  any  amendment  of  the 
law  ? — I have  not.  My  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  fact,  but  I have  not  thought  about  it 
enough  to  venture  to  offer  any  suggestion. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6156.  Have  you  observed  the  state  of  public 
feeling  in  Dublin  upon  this  question  ? — Yes,  as 
a reader  of  the  newspapers  I have  to  some 
extent. 

h h 3 6157.  Have 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

6157.  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  upon 
that  point;  do  you  think  that  the  people  who 
legitimately  use  respectable  public-houses,  which 
you  seem  endeavouring  to  create  in  Dublin,  are 
in  favour  of  the  curtailment  of  the  hours? — I 
would  say,  Ask  their  wives. 

6158.  1 am  asking  you?  — I will  tell  you  that 
I believe  their  wives  will  unanimously  ask  you 
to  save  their  husbands  from  themselves. 

Mr.  Lea. 

6159.  You  were  in  Dublin,  were  you  not, 
when  the  last  Sunday  Closing  Act  was  passed* 
reducing  the  number  of  hours  in  Dublin.  Do 
you  think  that  it  has  worked  satisfactorily  ? — I 
attribute  to  that  Act,  and  to  the  vigilance  of  the 
police,  that  crime  has  certainly  decreased  in 
Dublin,  and  that  the  misery  is  also  less  than  it 
was  11  years  ago. 

6160.  You  do  not  think  that  shebeens  and 
bogus  clubs  have  increased  in  consequence  of 
the  shortened  hours?  — I do  not  think  they  have. 
I do  not  think  that  they  are  any  very  great  evil, 
and  I know  that  I should  hear  of  it  if  it  were  so. 
It  is  merely  negative  evidence  which,  of  course, 
is  only  a small  tiling ; but  my  ground  for  saying 
that  is  that  sitting  so  constantly  as  I do,  I am 
perpetually  brought  into  contact  with  the  people 
and  with  their  prosecutions,  and  thus  I am  able 
to  state,  so  far  as  one  can  give  a negative 
opinion,  that  neither  shebeens  nor  bogus  clubs 
are  great  evils  in  Dublin. 

6161.  And  you  do  not  think  that  they  would 
increase? — There  would  be  a tendensy  with 
restrictive  legislation.  I use  the  word  “ restric- 
tive” in  preference  to  coercive.  I think  that  with 
restrictive  legislation  there  would  be  a tendency 
for  them  to  increase,  but  that  the  tendency  to 
increase  would  be  a decreasing  quantity,  and  I do 
not  think  it  would  be  anything  like  equal  to  the 
advantage  that  you  will  gain  by  restrictive  legis- 
lation. 

6162.  I think  I understand  that  you  think  that 
total  closing  on  Sunday  is  not  desirable  in  Dublin 
at  present?— I would  be  afraid  of  it  at  present. 
I think  it  is  a statesman’s  question,  rather  than 
for  individuals,  as  to  whether  it  would  be  safe. 

6163.  Would  you  mind  giving  the  number  of 
hours  that  you  think  we  might  safely  reduce  the 
hours  of  opening,  which  are  now  from  two  to 
seven?  — I think  if  they  were  open  from  three  to 
five  that  would  be  enough. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6164.  We  have  had  the  statistics  of  drunken- 
ness before  us  from  Dublin,  and  they  show  a very 
considerable  decrease,  and  although  the  tendency 
is  upwards,  still  contrasting  1876  and  1877  with 
1886  and  1887  there  is  a considerable  decrease. 
Is  it  not  a fact  that  in  addition  to  the  improve- 
ment in  the  dwellings  of  the  people  which  has 
been  going  on,  there  has  been  a very  considerable 
movement  against  the  worst  class  of  drinking 
house  in  Dublin  during  those  years  ? — Certainly. 

6165.  You  remember,  I dare  say,  the  beerhouse 
evil  w hen  it  was  at  its  worst,  but  it  is  not  nearly 
so  bad  now,  and  the  same  thing  is  true,  is  it  not, 
as  to  spirit  grocers? — Yes. 

616d.  The  worst  class  of  public-house  has 
disappeared  from  thelaneways  and  arches? — Yes. 


Mr.  T.  IF.  Russell — continued. 

6167.  Do  not  you  think  that  that  may  have 
had  a very  good  effect  upon  the  worst  class  of 
drunkenness? — I am  sure  that  it  has  been  a 
potent  factor. 

6168.  Do  you  think  that  those  efforts,  allied 
with  the  diminution  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  and 
the  gradual  improvement  in  the  artizans’  dwell- 
ings, and  in  the  homes  of  the  people,  all  these 
things  put  together  are  sufficient  to  account  for 
that  improvement  ? — I think  so. 

6169.  You  have  had  the  criminal  jurisdiction 
in  Dublin ; are  you  able  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee, as  regards  assaults,  upon  what  day  of 
the  week  do  these  assaults  principally  take  place? 
We  have  had  it.  from  Limerick  on  the  last  day  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Committee  that  the  assaults 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  outnumber  the  assaults 
in  the  whole  week  ; would  your  experience 
lead  you  to  say  anything  of  that  sort?—!  am 
very  sorry  that  my  attention  never  has  been 
called  to  that  circumstance.  You  see  that 
the  magistrates,  sitting  de  die  in  diem  to  hear 
cases  of  drunkenness,  their  attention  would  be 
at  once  called  to  it ; but  my  criminal  sittings 
are  only  seven  in  the  year,  and  they  all  come  up 
together,  and  I must  confess  that  i never  turned 
my  attention  to  that  subject. 

6170.  As  regards  the  cases  that  actually  come 
before  you,  are  they  very  largely  connected  with 
drunkenness? — Very  largely.  In  my  criminal 
jurisdiction  I do  not  exaggerate  when  I say 
that  eight- tenths  of  the  cases  are  caused  by 
drunkenness;  80  per  cent,  beyond  doubt  are 
caused  by  it,  directly  or  indirectly. 

6171.  Do  you  agree  with  Mr.  O’Donel  that 
on  Saturday  nights  the  drinking  in  Dublin  is 
worse  than  the  drinking  in  the  whole  week? — I 
am  sure  that  it  is  more  deleterious  in  its  conse- 
quences to  the  people. 

6172.  Have  you  ever  turned  your  attention  to 
the  hours  at  which  it  would  be  safe  (and  I am  now 
using  the  word  “ safe  ” in  a political  point  of 
view)  to  close  those  drinking  shops  on  Saturday 
night  in  the  City  of  Dublin ; I ask  you  to  bear 
in  mind  that  to  a large  extent  those  public- 
houses,  unfortunately,  are  grocers’  shops  as  well, 
but  taking  everything  into  account,  at  what 
hour  do  you  think  they  might  safely  close  in 
the  City  of  Dublin  on  Saturday  nights  ?— I 
cannot  see  what  advantage  there  is  in  their 
having  late  hours  on  Saturday  for  drinking 
purposes ; I think  that  if  they  want  to  pur- 
chase their  provisions,  we  ought  to  remember 
the  immense  advance  of  the  general  early  closing 
on  Saturday.  The  working  people,  that  is,  the 
artisans,  as  a rule,  now  do  not  work  after  two 
o’clock  on  Saturday,  and  why  they  arc  to  be 
confined  to  those  later  hours  of  the  night  for 
purchasing  their  provisions,  I do  not  know.  I 
believe  it  to  be  very  unwholesome  for  them- 
selves ; but  furthermore,  what  advantage  is  there 
in  their  going  out  to  drink  on  Saturday  night  ? 
There  is  great  weight  in  what  is  said  about  the 
public-houses  being  grocers’  shops  also ; but  I 
do  not  see' why  the  drinking  department  should 
not  be  closed  off  from  the  grocery  department. 
There  would  be  some  difficulty,  no  doubt ; but  it 
might  be  done. 

6173.  Do  you  think  that  any  hardship,  or  any 
great  inconvenience,  would  arise  to  the  working 

classes 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
classes  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  at  nine 
o’clock  on  Saturday? — I do  not  think  there 
would  be  the  least  danger. 

Chairman. 

6174.  Do  you  think  that  that  would  be  sup- 
ported by  public  opinion  in  general  ? — I am 
sure  it  would  after  a time.  You  must  give  time 
for  all  these  things  to  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6175.  Upon  that  point  I wish  to  ask  you, 
conceding  the  point  that  there  are  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  total  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin, 
in  your  large  experience  did  you  ever  hear  that 
public  opinion  in  the  city  is  really  in  favour  of 
early  Saturday  closing  ? — I never  heard  an  ex- 
pression of  public  opinion  except  in  favour  of 
early  closing  on  Saturday. 

6176.  You  answered  a question  of  the  honour- 
able Member  for  South  Londonderry  as  to  clubs. 
Do  you  know  of  the  existence  of  a single  bogus 
club  in  the  city  of  Dublin? — None  has  been 
brought  before  me. 

6177.  In  addition  to  being  Recorder  of  Dublin, 
I think  you  are  the  Chairman  for  the  county  of 
Dublin  ? — Of  late  years  that  has  been  added  to 
my  duties. 

6178.  In  that  capacity  have  you  had  ex- 
perience of  the  bond  fide  traveller’s  clause  ? — 
Yes,  a little.  1 may  say  that  on  looking  at  the 
bond  fide  traveller  I do  not  know  whether  it  has 
occurred  to  you  or  not,  but  his  interest  is  rather 
of  the  interest  of  the  public  than  of  the  trade  ; 
because  the  tendency  of  the  bond  fide  traveller 
clause  is  rather  to  draw  off  customers  from  a 
place  that  they  know  to  some  strange  place,  and 
it  is  a precarious  sort  of  trade  to  those  who  have 
it.  The  reason  why  Parliament  retained  the 
clause  in  favour  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  was 
not  for  the  publican’s  interest  pi-ofessedly  at  all ; 
it  was  for  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  public 
interest. 

6179.  Then  you  really  agree  with  the  most 
compe;ent  witness  that  we  are  likely  to  have 
before  us.  As  Chairman  lor  the  county  of 
Dublin,  in  your  large  experience  of  the  bond 
fide  traveller ; because  round  about  Dublin 
there  are  a great  number  of  places  to  which  he 
resorts;  has  it  come  before  you  in  your  judicial 
capacity  that  people  have  gone  those  three  miles 
for  the  purpose  merely  of  drinking  ? — There  is 
no  doubt  whatever  of  it.  There  was  a Clontarf 
case  and  there  was  a Rathfarnham  case  strongly 
illustrating  that. 

6180.  I think  you  will  bear  me  out  in  this, 
that  the  magistrates  have  been  inclined  to  take 
the  view  of  the  law  that  a man  who  travels  three 
miles  was  a bond  fide  traveller? — Yes;  but  the 
great  evil  of  it  is  that  it  is  really  a hardship  on 
the  publican  himself,  if  he  is  an  honest  man. 
How  is  he  to  know  whether  a man  is  a bond  fide 
traveller  or  not  ? It  was  an  unfortunate  expres- 
sion to  use,  to  use  a very  doubtful  Latinism  in 
an  English  Act  of  Parliament.  Those  attempts 
are  generally  unsuccessful. 

6181.  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Harrel  are  very 
strongly  of  opinion  that  ordinary  public-houses 
should  not  be  opened  to  supply  bona  fide  tra- 
vellers at  all,  but  that  that  privilege  should  be 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
reserved  for  houses  of  a certain  class,  who  would 
supply  food  as  well  as  drink ; what  is  your 
opinion  upon  that?— I thought  that  I had  made 
that  suggestion  ; I had  certainly  intended  to  do 
so.  I am  quite  of  the  same  opinion.  I said  that 
I thought  that  exemption  orders  should  be  given 
them,  and  I would  lengthen  the  distance;  but  I 
would,  as  I have  said,  have  elastic  legislation  by 
rules  made  from  time  to  time  under  the  Acts. 

6182.  To  bring  your  mind  to  a rather  famous 
case,  you  remember  Mrs.  Tuke’s  case  at  Inchi- 
core  ? — Yes. 

6183.  The  evil  was  so  bad  there  that  the  house 
had  to  be  closed  ? — Yes. 

6184.  In  the  matter  of  those  exemption  orders, 
I am  rather  anxious  that  you  should  reconsider 
your  answer  regarding  those  Orders  in  Council ; 
do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  very  much 
better  that  those  exemption  orders  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  an  authority  that  could  revoke  them 
speedily  in  case  of  abuse? — I do,  certainly. 
When  I said  an  Order  in  Council,  I really  was 
rather  wanting  to  give  some  form  to  my  sugges- 
tion. I meant  exemption  orders  by  local  autho- 
rity, founded  on  local  evidence,  and  that  they 
were  to  be  elastic. 

6185.  As  regards  shebeening,  you  stated  that 
you  do  not  consider  it  be  a great  evil  in  Dublin. 
1 suppose  you  mean  that,  in  large  centres  of  popu- 
lation, so  long  as  there  was  any  restrictions  upon 
the  liquor  trade  there  would  be  illicit  sale  ? — 
Yes. 

6186.  But  you  think  it  is  fairly  under  the 
control  of  the  police  ? — I think  it  is  a question 
of  the  execution  of  the  Act,  and  of  the  vigilance 
and  carefulness  with  which  the  Act  is  carried 
out. 

6187.  You  do  not  suppose  that  in  places  like 
Mabley-street,  Marlborough-street,  and  Meck- 
lenburgh-street,  under  any  form  of  the  law, 
illicit  sale  could  be  altogether  put  down  ? — 
No. 

6188.  Regarding  the  question  of  coercion, 
which  the  honourable  Member  for  Tipperary 
asked  you  a question  about,  ihe  houses  are 
closed  at  seven  o’clock  on  Sundays  now,  and  at 
eleven  o’clock  on  Saturdays ; but,  I suppose,  if 
they  were  kept  open  somebody  would  go  into 
them  ? — Yes. 

6189.  Therefore  they  are  coerced  now  ? — They 
are  allured,  I should  say. 

6190.  The  honourable  Member  for  Tipperary 
put  a question  to  you  implying  that  to  close 
early  would  be  coercion  ; my  point  is  this : that 
they  are  closed  now  at  seven  o’clock  in  Dublin 
on  Sunday  and  at  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday  ; if 
they  were  kept  open  beyond  those  hours  there 
would  be  people  to  go  into  them  ? — Certainly. 

6191.  Then  people  who  are  prevented  going 
into  them  after  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturdays  and 
after  seven  o’clock  on  Sundays  are  coerced  ? — To 
that  extent. 

6192.  All  law  is  coercion,  is  it  not? — All  law 
is  coercion  to  a certain  extent. 

6193.  You  were  Recorder  of  Dublin  when  this 
Act  was  brought  into  operation  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  you  were  examined  before  the 
Committee  in  1877,  and  you  remember  the 
prophecies  that  were  rife  at  that  time  as  to  what 
was  to  happen? — Yes. 

H H 4 6J94.  Do 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


248  MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

17  May  1888.]  Mr.  Falkiner.  [Continued. 


Mr.  T.  JV.  Russell — continued. 

6194.  Do  you  remember  that  we  were  to  have 
riots  ? — I never  believed  in  that  at  all. 

6195.  But  you  remember  the  prophecy?  — 
Yes. 

6196.  And  do  you  remember  that  we  were  to 
be  deluged  with  home  drinking? — Yes,  I 
remember  that. 

6197.  And  with  shebeening? — Yes. 

6198.  Do  you  remember  the  dreadful  things 
that  were  said  would  happen  if  people  took  home 
beer  to  their  houses  ? — Y es. 

6199.  In  your  opinion  have  any  of  those  things 
come  to  pass?— They  have  all  come  to  pass  to 
some  extent,  as  I said  before. 

6200.  But  there  has  been  no  rioting? — No 
rioting  whatever.  There  have  been  greater 
attempts  at  evasion  than  there  used  to  be,  but  those 
attempts  at  evasion  are  not  to  be  compared  in 
truth  with  the  wholesome  consequences  of  the 
law  itself. 

6201.  You  think  that  the  advantage  of  closing 
at  seven  o’clock  has  been  fully  borne  out  by  public 
opinion? — I quite  think  so. 

6202.  Upon  the  whole  you  think  that  closing 
at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  night  and  at  five 
o’clock  on  Sunday  in  Dublin  would  be  borne  out 
by  public  opinion  ? — 1 think  it  would  be,  because 
I think  it  would  be  safe,  and  I think  it  could  be 
enforced. 

6203.  Then  jmu  would  not  make  any  alteration 
in  the  Sunday  closing  law  save  as  regards 
Iona  fide  travellers  in  the  country.  I am  now 
addressing  you  as  chairman  of  the  county  of 
Dublin  ; I am  speaking  of  outside  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  I am  speaking  of  total  Sunday 
closing;  you  would  not  alter  that? — No,  I do 
not  think  that  the  evil  of  drinking  has  had  the 
social  consequences  in  the  county  which  1 
mentioned  in  the  city. 

6204.  The  Sunday  closing  has  been  in  opera- 
tion now  for  10  years;  would  you  alter  that? — 
No,  I would  not. 

J\lr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

6205.  You  have  alluded  to  the  improvements 
made  by  the  Dublin  Corporation  in  the 
dwellings  of  the  people  ; what  particular  localities 
did  you  refer  to  ? — They  have  largely  improved 
the  thoroughfares  of  the  streets,  which  has  natur- 
ally an  effect  upon  the  homes ; they  have  effected 
an  excellent  system  of  house  scavenging ; they 
very  creditably  brought  over  a gentleman  of 
skill  from  Glasgow,  an  expert,  and  for  some  time 
2 know  they  gave  hini  a good  salary,  and  he, 
having  had  experience  in  Glasgow,  worked  out 
that  improvement  with  great  success.  And  a third 
thing  which  I have  particularly  in  my  mind  is  the 
actual  building  of  some  labourers’  houses,  which 
are  very  good  models.  That  was  rather  a ten- 
tative measure ; but  in  Barrack-street,  which  is  a 
wretched  street,  as  you  know,  they  have  built  a 
number  of  very  fine  dwellings  there,  and  very 

. creditable  to  the  place,  and  they  have  improved 
the  whole  of  the  locality  ; these  were  opened 
lately  by  the  present  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  Sexton. 

6206.  Are  you  aware  of  what  we  call  the 
TPlunkett-street  area,  and  what  has  been  done 
there  ? — Yes,  I was  going  to  add  that  they  have 
cleared  two  areas  successfully  for  the  Artizans’ 


Mr.  Peter  Ml  Donald— continued. 
Dwellings  Company,  which  is  a limited  lia- 
bility company,  and  they  have  strongly  enforced 
the  sanitary  law;  I mean  the  Public  Health  Act 
of  1878.  They  appointed  as  chief  sanitary  officer 
under  that  Act  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  who  is  the 
head  of  that  department.  He  has  closed  more 
than  a thousand  houses  as  unhealthy  and  unwhole- 
some since  the  Act  of  1878  was  passed;  and, 
therefore,  every  candid  person  must  admit  that 
the  action  of  the  Corporation  of  late  years  has 
been  very  salutary  as  regards  improving  the  homes 
and  the  surroundings  of  the  working  people.  I 
wish  to  give  my  humble  testimony  where  I think 
it  is  deserved. 

6207.  Have  you  remarked  any  other  improve- 
ment as  regards  artizans’  dwellings  that  has  been 
carried  out  in  that  direction? — I may  mention 
that  they  have  also  lately  given  their  sanction  to 
an  Act  that  has  lately  been  passed  for  open 
spaces,  and  they  have  appointed  and  paid  for 
caretakers  of  the  spaces  that  have  been  opened. 

6208.  Have  they  done  anything  to  improve 
the  moral  condition  of  the  people? — Yes;  they 
have  adopted  .the  Free  Libraries  Act  very  suc- 
cessfully. 

6209.  And  technical  schools? — They  have  given 
a very  warm  sanction  to  technical  schools. 

6210.  And  to  almost  everything  that  would 
conduce  to  the  moral  and  material  interests  of 
the  citizens  of  Dublin  the  Corporation  have 
given  their  anxious  and  successful  attention  ? — 
Yes  ; I think  it  is  only  just  to  say  that  they  have 
in  all  those  seven  particulars,  I think,  which  you 
have  enumerated. 

6211.  You  have  very  properly  said  that  you 
would  not  make  any  sudden  wrenches  in  the 
direction  of  reform? — I think  they  should  be 
gradual. 

6212.  I think  you  said  to  the  honourable 
Member  for  Tyrone  that  you  would  close  public- 
houses  at  five  o’clock  on  Sundays,  and  at  nine 
o’clock  on  Saturday  evenings ; how  would  you 
prevent  a sudden  wrench  if  we  were  to  legislate  in 
that  direction  now? — I think  that  this  would  be 
gradual. 

6213.  Then  it  would  not  apply  at  present? — 
It  would  apply,  but  what  I meant  was  this  : that 
they  should  not  be  suddenly  closed  altogether  on 
Sundays ; that  I think  might  be  too  sudden  an 
alteration  ; but  I think  I might  safely  say  that 
we  should  make  the  experiment  that  I have 
mentioned.  I believe  it  would  be  successful.  I 
do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  reason  for 
keeping  open  any  greater  number  of  hours  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people. 

6214.  I think  1 understood  you  to  say  that 
you  would  not  at  all  recommend  total  closing  on 
Sunday  7 — I would  not  recommend  it  as  a sudden 
wrench. 

6215.  In  that  respect  you  agree  with  Mr. 
O’Donel,  who  is  one  of  tlie  best  authorities  in 
Dublin,  that  you  have  already  done  very  much 
good  in  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  low-class 
public-houses;  would  you  apply  that  to  the 
country  portion  of  your  jurisdiction? — They 
have  not  been  prominently  brought  before  me 
except  in  this  way  : that  a large  portion  of  what 
is  called  the  county  is  really  the  metropolis,  and 
those  cases  are  somewhat  alike.  We  have  not 

slums 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
slums  there  at  all  in  the  same  way,  but  there  are 
some  slums  even  there. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 

6216.  But  have  you  not  got  a licensing 
authority  in  the  county  ? — I was  going  to  say 
that  I sit  sometimes  with  no  less  than  60  or  70 
magistrates. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 

6217.  Do  you  think  it  a good  system  that 
those  60  or  70  magistrates  should  sit  with  you  ? 

- — I should  be  very  sorry  to  say  anything  in 
evidence  that  would  be  disparaging  about  them, 
but  I do  not  think  I am  disparaging  them, 
because  I am  one  of  them  myself,  in  saying  that 
we  are  more  like  a mob  than  a set  of  judges; 
there  is  not  nearly  room  enough  for  us  on  the 
bench. 

6218.  Do  you  not  think  that  one  individual 
licensing  authority  would  be  much  better  than  a 
combination  of  authorities? — I am  afraid  that  is 
touching  local  option,  a question  which  I would 
not  like  at  all  to  express  an  opinion  upon. 

6219.  Upon  the  bond  fide  traveller  question 
you  recommend  that  general  orders  should  be 
issued  from  time  to  time  so  as  to  suit  the 
exigencies  of  certain  or  special  localities?  — 
Yes. 

6220.  You  know  Kingstown,  Blackrock,  and 
Monktown  as  well  as  I do.  1 elicited  from  one 
of  the  official  witnesses  his  opinion  that  the 
people  at  Kingstown  should  have  the  liberty  of 
supplying  bond  fide  travellers  on  Sundays ; is  that 
your  opinion  ? — I think  that  that  might  be  very 
unjustly  favouring  the  Kingstown  traders  to  the 
disadvantage  of  their  brethren. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6221.  At  Kingstown  the  public-houses  are 
open  on  Sunday,  are  they  not  ? — Y es,  certainly. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6222.  It.  would  be  within  the  limited  area  if 
the  radius  was  extended,  as  has  been  proposed, 
from  three  to  seven  miles,  would  it  not  ? — It 
w ould 

6223.  You  know  that  Kingstown  is  resorted  to 
very  largely  by  the  citizens  of  Dublin  for 
fresh  air  and  exercise  and  otherwise,  is  it  not  ? — 
Yes. 

6224.  If  the  area  was  extended,  would  it  not 
be  a very  great  hardship  upon  the  citizens  of 
Dublin  coming  out  to  Kingstown  if  they  would 
not  be  able  to  get  some  refreshment? — I do  not 
think  that  it  would  be  a great  disadvantage. 
Kingstown  was  one  of  the  very  places  that  I 
had  in  view  when  I spoke  of  those  elastic  rules. 
I just  thought  that  it  would  be  a place  where 
there  might  be  a most  unjust  monopoly  given  to 
Kingstown,  because  the  railway  company  have 
lately  been  giving  threepenny  Sunday  fares,  and 
people  are  whirled  down  there  in  a quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  I think  that  to  turn  it  into  a drinking 
place  would  be  injurious  in  the  extreme-  Those 
elastic  rules  would  prevent  people  just  coming 
down  from  Dublin  to  drink,  which  is  the  very 
object  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause.  People 
will  make  themselves  statutory  travellers  for  the 
purpose  of  drinking. 
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6225.  Would  not  that  be  a great  reason  for  the 
poorer  classes  of  those  Sunday  excursionists  to 
remain  in  their  narrow  and  unhealthy  lanes  and 
alleys  in  the  city  ? — Why  not  go  out  to  Kings- 
town and  not  drink?  All  the  better  classes 
throng  out  to  Kingstown,  and  they  never  think 
of  drinking ; it  is  the  last  thing  they  think  of. 

6226.  You  have  referred  to  bogus  clubs;  are 
you  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  clubs  of  that 
description  in  Dublin? — No, none  of  them  have 
ever  been  brought  before  me.  I have  heard  of 
them,  and  seen  them  mentioned  in  the  papers. 

6227.  You  say  that  you  visited  some  of  the 
cities  and  towns  of  England  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  range  of  your  information  ? — Yes, 
on  the  subject  or  the  artizans’  dwellings. 

6228.  But  you  have  not  inquired  into  the 
question  of  bogus  clubs  in  those  towns? — No,  I 
really  do  not  know  anything  at  all  about 
them. 

6229.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
in  almost  every  manufacturing  town  in  England 
those  bogus  clubs  are  very  general,  and  generally 
complained  of? — I did  not  hear  of  it,  but  I know 
that  those  towns  had  not  the  support  of  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan  police  force,  which  makes  all  the 
difference  in  my  mind. 

6230.  You  have  referred  to  the  non-granting 
of  a license  to  the  restaurant  people  at  Westland- 
row  Station;  do  not  you  think  that  it  is  as  great 
an  evil  to  have  the  Grosvenor  Hotel  open  im- 
mediately opposite  the  station  at  all  hours  as  to 
have  the  Kailway  Restaurant  open? — In  the 
first  place,  I do  not  think  that  at  all  the  same 
harm  would  be  done.  My  second  answer  is  that 

I did  not  put  the  Grosvenor  Hotel  there ; it  was 
there  before  me,  and  I was  asked  to  put  another 
immediately  opposite  to  it.  That  I had  the  power 
of  refusing,  and  I did  refuse. 

6231.  Are  you  aware  that  in  a hotel,  within 
closed  doors,  an  abuse  may  exist  that  would  not 
exist  in  an  open  restaurant,  where  the  police 
would  have  better  opportunities  of  surveillance? 
— My  idea  with  regard  to  Westland-row  was  this : 
that  there  would  be  20, 50,  or  perhaps  100  people 
on  that  large  platform  for  five  or  10  that  would 
be  in  the  Grosvenor  Hotel.  It  is  altogether  a 
question  of  degree. 

6232.  You  recommend  shortening  the  hours  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday ; would  not  that  be  a very 
material  loss  to  the  traders  ? — I presume  it  would 
certainly. 

6233.  In  reply  to  the  honourable  Member  for 
Tyrone  you  stated  that  you  never  heard  any 
public  expression  of  opinion  against  the  shorten- 
ing of  the  hours  ? — I should  have  said  indepen- 
dent public  opinion. 

6234.  Can  you  call  to  mind  any  meetings  that 
have  recently  taken  place  with  reference  to  that 
question  ? — I saw  that  there  was  one  in  some  of 
the  papers,  and  I heard  that  it  was  largely  under 
the  sanction  of  the  trade  and  promoted  by  them. 

6235.  I am  referring  to  a public  open  meeting 
mainly  composed  of  artizans  and  the  working 
classes  of  Dublin  in  which  no  licensed  publican 
took  any  part,  do  you  know  anything  at  all  about 
that  ? — I do  not  know  anything  about  that.  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  such  meeting. 

6236.  Have  you  heard  that  at  an  ordinary 

I I meeting 
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Mr.  Peter  McDonald. — continued. 

• meeting  of  the  associated  trades  of  Dublin,  a 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously  against  any 
shortening  of  the  hours  ? — I do  not  know  about 
.that.  If  you  ask  me  my  belief  I am  perfectly 
certain  that  it  was  largely  stimulated  by,  and 
influenced  from  the  trade.  I do  not  believe  that 
people  independently  in  Dublin  would  call  for 
anything  so  injurious  to  themselves. 

6237.  But  how  can  you  say  that,  when  as  I 
have  stated,  and  as  is  well  known,  that  this  was 
an  ordinary  meeting  of  the  associated  trades  not 
convened  for  any  special  or  specific  purpose  ? — 
Surely  you  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  meetings 
can  be  got  up  by  people  who  very  carefully  keep 
in  the  back -ground. 

6238.  I daresay  that  may  be;  but  however  you 
must  not  ignore  the  fact  that  there  has  been  such 
an  expression  of  public  opinion? — Quantum  va/eat. 

6239.  I think  you  have  stated  that  illicit  sales 
cannot  be  altogether  be  put  down  by  the  police, 
vigilant  as  they  are? — Quite  so. 

6240.  I think  the  honourable  Member  for 
Tyrone  mentioned  certain  localities,  and  Mock- 
lenburgh-street  was  one  of  them  ; you  know 
those  places? — Yes,  they  are  vile  places. 

6241.  In  ouch  vile  places  it  is  impossible  to 
put  them  down  ? — But  then  artizans  and  the 
working  classes  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  great 
frequenters  of  those  places. 

6242.  If  you  close  the  respectable  houses,  is 
it  not  likely  that  those  who  seek  for  drink  would 
be  drawn  into  those  vile  places  for  it  ? — Some  of 
them  would,  but  my  experience  is  that  it  is  not 
the  artizan  classes  who  frequent  those  shebeens; 
at  least,  1 have  heard  so  ; it  is  generally  a very 
low  class  of  people,  very  poor  labourers  and  that 
kind  of  people,  who  go  to  them ; the  ordinary 
working  classes  do  not  go  to  them  much. 

6243.  You  frequently  have  gone  by  Iiarcourt- 
street,  have  you  not?— Not  often;  I do  not 
know  it  so  well  as  Westland-row. 

6244.  Is  there  any  licensed  establishment  at 
the  Iiarcourt-street  terminus? — I gave  it  myself 
to  the  Ilarcourt  Station,  and  it  was  partly  because 
there  were  bad  consequences  from  it,  that  I did 
not  extend  it  to  Westland-row,  although  they 
belong  to  the  same  company. 

6245.  What  were  the  bad  circumstances? — 
There  was  a good  deal  of  trading;  not  at  all 
what  a railway  refreshment  room  ought  to  be, 
namely,  bond  fide  travellers  and  for  the  purpose 
of  travellers  who  use  the  railway;  it  was  simply 
used  as  a general  drinking-place.  There  was 
evidence  given  to  that  effect  before  me  when 
they  asked  for  an  extension  of  the  licence  to 
Westland-row.  I may  tell  you  that  I thought  a 
very  great  deal  on  the  subject  before  I refused 
Westland-row.  I think  the  honourable  Member 
for  Tipperary  asked  me  why  I refused,  as  the 
other  railways  had  them,  and  I gave  great 
weight  to  that  before  I refused  it  ; 1 suspended 
judgment,  but  I came  to  the  conclusion  before 
my  conscience  that  I was  acting  for  the  best  for 
the  people,  because  it  is  for  them  that  I speak, 
and  I would  not  have  come  here  to  talk  for  the 
classes  upon  this  subject. 

6246.  You  stated  that  if  the  hours  were 
shortened  to  nine  on  Saturday  and  five  on 
Sundays,  the  general  public  opinion  would  be  in 
favour  of  it ; what  do  you  mean  by  general 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
public  opinion  ? — I mean  the  healthy  voice  of 
the  people  who  are  interested  themselves  in  a 
particular  question. 

6247.  Would  you  apply  that  term  “public 
opinion  ” to  the  better  class,  or  to  the  humbler 
classes,  or  the  middle  classes  ? — I think  it  would 
be  most  unjust  if  you  are  speaking  of  the  interest 
of  the  people  themselves,  not  to  give  the  fullest 
and  freest  weight  to  their  opinion. 

6248.  You  consider  then  that  the  opinion  of 
the  working  classes  as  well  as  the  opinion  of  the 
well-to-do  classes,  ought  to  be  taken  into  account? 
— I am  sure  of  it  if  you  wish  to  be  just. 

6249.  And  you  consider  that  it  would  not  be 
wise  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  any  Act  which 
would  be  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  working 
people? — Contrary  to  the  healthier  wishes  of  the 
working  people. 

6250.  I presume  you  mean  contrary  to  the 

opinion  of  the  majority  ; that  would  put  it  more 
clearly,  would  it  not  ? — I do  not  know  about  the 
majority.  Having  regard  to  the  figures  which  I 
have  given  you  of  their  wretched  houses  at 
present,  I did  not  know  that  it  might  not  be  a 
vitiated  opinion  just  now.  I do  not  believe  that 

the  majority  would  be  in  favour  of  opening  of 
public-houses,  but  I am  quite  sure  that  if  it  would 
be  a vitiated  opinion,  and  one  which  they 
themselves  would  retract. 

6251.  If  public  opinion  were  to  be  elicited, 
what  means  would  you  take  to  elicit  that 
opinion  ? — That  is  going  to  local  option ; 1 do  not 
know;  I suppose  this  honourable  Committee  is 
endeavouring  to  auswer  that  question  practically 
themselves. 

6252.  We  cannot  well  answer  it  excepting  we 
are  aided  by  intelligent  and  experienced  wit- 
nesses, such  as  yourself? — I will  not  call  myself 
that ; but  I have  come  here  to  give  you  the  best 
opinion  that  I can. 

6253.  I think  I heard  you  make  use  of  one 
expression,  the  nature  of  which  I could  not 
understand.  The  honourable  Member  for 
Tyrone  said  that  he  called  to  mind  a case  which 
both  you  and  he  well  knew  ; what  did  you  under- 
stand by  his  coupling  you  with  him  in  that  way? 

- — -Because  Mr.  Russell  was  acting  for  a consider- 
able time  as  secretary  to  the  Temperance  Asso- 
ciation, and  when  I found  as  recorder  that  this 
question  was  so  largely  social,  I gave  a locus 
standi  to  Mr.  Russell,  as  representing  the 
interests  of  temperance,  and  I gave  a similar 
locus  standi  to  the  secretary  of  the  licensed  pub- 
licans, and  I told  both  that  I would  not  require 
them  to  appeal  either  by  solicitors  or  counsel ; 
but  that  I would  court  the  fullest  and  freest  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  them  as  the  accredited 
representatives  of  the  different  classes  for  whom 
they  appeared.  In  this  case  Mr.  Russell  ap- 
peared, and  gave  evidence  of  a very  curious  kind 
of  his  own  experiences  in  Mrs.  Tuke’s  case, 
which  makes  it  remarkable.  The  priest  of  the 
parish,  who  was  doing,  as  I am  humbly  trying  to 
do,  the  best  that  he  could  for  his  people ; gave 
evidence  against  that  house ; and  he  was  (an 
almost  unknown  thing  in  Ireland),  hissed  by  a 
large  number  of  people,  who  were  got  up  to  do 
it  by  the  offending  publican.  There  was  a good 
deal  of  excitement  about  the  case  ; and  the  end 
of  it  was  that  the  license  was  refused,  and  was 
taken  away. 

6254.  Why 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6254.  Why  was  there  such  excitement? — I 
think  the  conduct  towards  the  priest,  coming  in  as 
it  did,  was  very  unusual  in  Ireland.  . 

6255.  Why  was  there  such  a high  state  of 
feeling  in  the  matter  ? — I do  not  say  that  it  was 
so  on  the  part  of  the  people  at  large. 

■6256.  Was  not  she  a poor  widow? — She 

6257.  Did  not  it  come  out  in  evidence  there 
that  the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone  had  a 
watch  on  the  house  ? — Yes. 

6258.  For  about  three  Sundays  ? — I do  not 
know  about  three  Sundays,  but  I know  that  he 
saw  60  people  going  into  the  house  at  a time 
when  the  police  said  there  were  no  people  at  all 
there. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

6259.  Were  any  of  those  people  proved,  to 
have  been  drunk? — No.  I began  by  saying, 
whether  I was  right  or  wrong,  that  1 viewed  this 
question  altogether  from  a social  point  of  view, 
not  from  the  statistics  of  drunkenness..  A man 
may  spend  half  the  wages  on  which  his  children 
and  his  wife  ought  to  be  supported,  aud  he  may 
never  be  drunk  the  whole  week. 

6260.  Were  not  the  witnesses  for  the  pro- 
secution obliged  to  admit  that  every  person  was 
fully  questioned  before  being  admitted? — I 
thought  that  it  was  as  bad  a case  as  I ever  heard 
judicially. 

6261.  Was  there  any  witness  who  was  not 
able  to  state  that  he  had  travelled  three  miles  ? — 
No;  there  was  no  evidence  of  that  kind  at  all. 


Mr.  H.  F.  Considine,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

6262.  You  are  the  Resident  Magistrate  at 
Kilkenny,  are  you  not  ? — Yes. 

6263.  How  long  have  you  been  stationed 
there  ''—Rather  more  than  a year. 

6264.  Have  you  prepared  a return  showing 
the  convictions  for  drunkenness  on  Sundays  and 
other  days?— Yes  ; both  for  Kilkenny  and  Kerry 
{delivering  in  the  same). 

6265.  Have  you  prepared  any  other  returns  ? 

Yes;  I have  prepared  a number  of  returns 

bearing  upon  the  subject. 

6266.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  of 
Kilkenny  ? — Something  over  12,000. 

6267.  Do  these  returns  relate  to  the  town  or 
the  county  ? — They  comprise  the  whole  county 
of  Kilkenny  ; there  are  smaller  ones  referring  to 
the  city  alone ; others  refer  to  Thursday  and 
Saturday  drunkenness  in  Callan  and  Kilkennjr. 

6268.  You  stated  that  you  have  been  in  Kil- 
kenny rather  more  than  a year;  are  you  aware 
of  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  Kilkenny,  on  the 
question  of  Sunday  closing,  and  continuing  the 
Act  as  regards  Sunday  closing,  to  earlier  closing 
on  Saturday  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

6269.  What  means  have  you  taken  to  inform 
yourself  of  public  opinion  ? — I have  spoken,  to  a 
number  of  persons  both  in  the  upper  and  middle 
classes,  and  also  in  some  small  degree  to  the 
lower  classes. 

6270.  For  instance,  take  the  clergy  first ; to 

whom  have  you  spoken  ? — I.  have  spoken  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  and  the  Protestant 
Bishop  of  Ossory,  or  rather  I did  not  speak  to 
the  Protestant  Bishop  of  Ossory;  I got  his 
opinion  by  letter.  ... 

6271.  What  is  their  opinion? — Their  opinion 
is  decidedly  in  favour  of  closing  entirely  on  Sun- 
day as  it  exists  at  present,  and  also  in  favour  of 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night. 

6272.  Was  any  definite  hour  suggested  l 
No;  there  was  no  definite  hour  fixed. 

6273.  Are  you  in  a position  to  suggest  what 

hour  would  be  generally  accepted  by  those  who 
are  in  favour  of  it  in  Kilkenny  ? — I think  about 
nine  o’clock.  . . 

6274.  Has  there  been  anything  m Kilkenny 
upon  that  subject  ?— Not  that  I am  aware  of.  At 
one  of  the  working  men’s  clubs  I gather  from 

0.67. 
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a report  in  the  papers  that  there  was  a meeting 
on  one  occasion  of  a rather  informal  character, 
confined,  I believe,  entirely  to  members  of  . the 
club,  at  which  a resolution  was  passed  antagonistic 
to  the  present  arrangement,  but  it  was  a very 
small  meeting  of,  I should  think,  not  more  than 
a dozen ; it  was  by  no  means  a public  meeting, 
it  was  purely  composed  of  members  of  the 
club. 

6275.  Is  that  a large  club  or  a representative 
club  ? — It  is  fairly  representative,  I should 
think. 

6276.  Are  there  many  violations  of  the  licen- 
sing law  in  Kilkenny  county ; is  there  much  she- 
beening? — There  is  not  very  much . shcbcening, 
but  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  breaches  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  by  publicans  and  also  by 
the  general  public,  not  by  shebeeners.  I have 
given  in  a return  of  the  number  of  convictions 
for  shebeening  for  the  last  15  years. 

6277.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the 
working  of  the  exemption  in  favour  of  bona  fide 
travellers?— -Yes,  very  much. 

6278.  Will  you  state  the  result  of  your  ob- 
servation ; is  the  law  abused  ? — I am  afraid  that 
the  law  is  considerably  abused. 

6279.  Could  you  give  us  some  illustrations;  is 
it  abused  by  persons' in  Kilkenny  going  to  places 
within  three  miles  for  the  purpose  of  drinking ?— 
No,  I do  not  think  so,  not  very  much;  I think  it 
is  persons  who  are  within  the  radius  itself  who 
do  not  travel  outside  it  at  all,  and  who  merely 
seek  to  get  drink  ; people  in  Kilkenny  who  pro- 
fess to  be  bond  fide  travellers  coming  from  the 
country,  and  to  a great  extent  persons  in  Kilkenny 
itself. 

6280.  People  representing  themselves  as  having 
come  three  miles? — Yes;  in  some  cases  perhaps 
making  no  representation  at  all,  merely  going  into 
the  public-house  and  getting  it. 

6281.  Do  you  think  that  there  arc  any 
publicans  in  Kilkenny  who  would  give  drink  to 
persons  coming  in  without  asking  any  question 
as  to  their  being  bond  fide  travellers  ! — 1 think 
there  arc  ; I am  very  confident,  there  are. 

6282.  Have  cases  come  before  you  of  that 
description? — Yes. 

6283.  What  would  you  suggest  as  a remedy 
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Chairman — continued. 

for  that  evil  ? — I have  had  the  advantage  of  read- 
ing the  propositions  that  have  been  put  before 
the  Committee.  With  regard  to  the  restricting 
the  use  of  the  bond  Jide  traveller  exemption  to 
houses  “ structurally  adapted,  &c.”  according  to 
the  words  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I should 
be  in  favour  of  it  to  a very  considerable  extent ; 
but  I think,  perhaps,  it  goes  a little  too  far,  so 
far  as  I can  gather  from  my  observation  of  public 
feeling.  It  would  have  the  effect,  undoubtedly, 
throughout  a very  considerable  portion  of  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  (my  district  embraces  nearlv 
the  whole  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny)  of  restrict- 
ing the  sales  purely  to  hotels ; and  in  so  far  as 
the  ordinary  villages  are  not  supplied  with 
houses  of  that  class,  there  would  be  no  means  of 
obtaining  refreshment  for  persons  travelling  on 
Sundays  in  Kilkenny ; in  which  county  there  are 
a large  number  of  villages  which  would  have  no 
house  answering  that  description. 

6284.  What  would  you  suggest  as  the  reason- 
able definition  of  the  class  of  house  that  you 
would  have? — I think  the  suggestion  that  food 
as  well  as  drink  should  be  supplied  is  admirably 
adapted  for  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  the  Act. 
I think  if  you  limited  it;  if  instead  of  saying 
“ four  rooms  structurally  adapted,”  such  as  the 
wording  of  the  proposed  section  is,  you  said  either 
one  or  two  rooms  reserved  specially  for  providing 
both  food  and  drink  to  travellers,  that  would  be 
the  right  class  of  house. 

Mr,  Peter  M‘Donald. 

6285.  You  do  not  mean  bedrooms,  do  you? — 
No ; I am  not  referring  to  the  ordinary  rooms  ; 
I am  referring  to  hotel  rooms  specially  reserved 
for  providing  refreshments  for  travellers ; but  the 
chief  thing  that  I should  insist  on  is  that  food 
should  be  supplied. 

Chairman. 

6286.  Have  you  formed  an  opinion  as  to  the 
proposed  extension  of  the  radius  of  three  miles  ? 
— Yes,  to  seven  miles.  Personally  I should  be 
in  favour  of  that,  but  I am  inclined  to  think  that 
a very  strong  body  of  the  respectable  classes 
would  consider  that  rather  excessive. 

6287.  That  would  not  meet  the  evil  you  have 
observed,  namely,  that  quite  irrespective  of  dis- 
tance, people  are  treated  as  bond  fide  travellers  ? 
— No,  it  would  not. 

6288.  That  evil  would  exist,  would  it  not, 
unuer  a six  or  seven  mile  radius? — Yes, 

6289.  But  I presume  you  think  that  it  would 
not  exist  to  the  same  extent  if  bond  Jide  traveller's 
were  obliged  to  go  to  a different  class  of  house  ? 
— Certainly  I think  so,  if  they  go  to  the  right 
class  of  house.  There  are  a number,  I mio-ht 
say  almost  the  majority,  of  respectable  publicans 
in  Kilkenny  who  do  not  open  at  all  on  Sundays, 
even  for  supplying  bond  fide  travellers. 

6290.  You  have  read,  you  say,  the  evidence 
that  we  have  had  already? — Some  of  it. 

6291.  Have  you  seen  the  suggestions  which 
were  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  law  as 
regards  shebeening? — I saw  something  of  the 
sort,  but  we  have  practically  no  shebeenino-  in 
Kilkenny. 

6292.  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  which  you 
would  wish  to  lay  before  the  Committee  ? — It 


Chairman — continued. 

would  be  more  with  regard  to  the  administration 
of  the  Act  that  I should  suggest  than  other- 
wise. I find  that  very  little  use  is  made  of  the 
power  of  recording  offences  upon  a publican’s 
license.  It  appears  to  me  that  that  would  be  a 
very  strong  preventative  of  the  class  of  sale 
which  I have  mentioned,  that  is,  selling  to 
persons  who  have  no  claim  whatever,  and  who 
do  not,  perhaps,  even  set  up  a colourable  claim. 
I should  suggest  that  in  the  case  of  a second  or 
any  subsequent  conviction  for  breach  of  the  Act 
a record  of  the  conviction  should  be  compulsorily 
endorsed  upon  the  license.  That,  I submit,  would 
really  meet  the  case  of  the  present  systematic 
breach  of  the  Act.  I think  breaches  might  occur 
perhaps  once  through  the  weakness  of  human 
nature,  to  which  all  persons  are  liable  ; but  really 
the  persons  who  are  convicted  more  than  once 
ought  to  be  punished  by  having  the  conviction 
recorded  on  their  license.  There  is  another  thing, 
I regret  to  say,  that  I am  afraid  leads  to  false 
testimony  and  to  the  general  evasion  of  the  Act, 
namely,  the  subject  of  publicans’  guests.  Under 
the  Licensing  Act  of  1874,  as  you  are  aware,  a 
publican  is  enabled  to  supply  drink  or  refresh- 
ment to  persons  bond  fide  entertained  by  him  at 
his  own  expense ; and  consequently,  when  publi- 
cans are  charged  before  the  magistrates  with 
breaches  of  the  Act,  the  defence  set  up  is  that 
the  persoU  is  a guest.  Now  when  the  police 
enter,  and  find  three  or  four  persons  in  the  bar  of 
a public-house  all  drinking,  the  publican  comes 
forward  and  says,  “ They  are  my  guests,  I am 
treating  these  persons,”  I am  afraid  that  these 
guests  are  bogus  in  many  cases,  and  are  not 
genuine  guests. 

6293.  How  would  you  deal  with  that? — I should 
define  guests  to  be  persons  bona  Jide  entertained 
by  the  publican  with  food  as  well  as  drink  in  his 
own  private  apartments. 

6294.  Would  you  consider  the  fact  of  a man 
being  drinking  at  the  bar  would  be  conclusive 
against  him  being  a guest? — Certainly. 

6295.  And  that  no  man  should  be  treated  as  a 
guest  who  is  drinking  at  the  bar  ? — Certainly. 

6296.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  make  ? 
— I think  not. 

6297.  Where  were  you  stationed  before  you 
went  to  Kilkenny? — In  Kerry. 

6298.  How  long  were  you  in  Kerry? — Very 
nearly  five  years. 

6299.  What  is  the  general  result  of  your 
observation  of  the  working  of  the  existing  law  as 
applied  in  Kerry  and  Kilkenny? — The  same 
observations  which  I have  made  with  regard  to 
Kilkenny  would  apply  to  Kerry. 

6300.  Do  you  consider  that  the  existing  law  of 
Sunday  closing  is  a beneficial  law  and  works 
well  ? — It  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but  not  perfectly 
satisfactory. 

6301.  Would  you  recommend  that  the  Act 
should  be  continued  as  compared  with  the  open- 
ing of  public-houses  on  Sunday  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

6302.  Is  there  any  tangible  body  of  public 
opinion  against  the  existing  law  eitherin  Kilkenny 
or  in  Ken-y,  so  far  as  you  are  aware  ? — I have  no 
doubt  that  there  is  a certain  section  of  the  artizan 
population  in  both  counties  who  would  oppose  it, 
but  I do  not  believe  that  the  majority  of  the 
population  would. 

6303.  Do 
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Chairman — continued. 

6303.  Do  you  think  that  the  majority  of  the 
artizans  who  make  a legitimate  use  at  the  proper 
time  of  public-houses  are  favourable  to  the  present 
law  or  against  it? — I could  not  speak  with  very 
much  confidence  upon  that. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6304.  You  say  that  you  consulted  one  of  the 
bishops,  and  that  you  got  a letter  from  the  other? 
—Yes. 

6305.  Have  you  consulted  the  clergy  ?— Icould 
not  say  that  I have  consulted  the  clergy,  although 
I have  spoken  to  a good  many ; but  1 consulted 
the  bishops  about  the  feeling  of  their  clergy. 

6306.  It  is  not  always  the  fact,  is  it,  that  the 
bishops  and  the  clergy  are  in  accord  on  every 
subject? — I should  not  say  that  it  was,  but  I 
asked  the  bishops  as  regards  the  feeling  of  their 
clergy. 

6307.  What  did  they  tell  you  ? — Both  of  the 
bishops  said  that  they  were  in  favour  of  the 
existing  Act. 

6308.  Why  did  you  not  consult  some  of  the 
clergy  ? — I did,  so  far  as  I had  power  to  do  so. 

6309.  Had  you  not  the  opportunity  of  consult- 
ing the  clergy  if  you  had  wished  to  do  so  ? — I 
did  speak  to  several  of  them. 

6310.  What  was  their  opinion? — Their  opinion, 
I believe,  is  in  favour  of  the  Act. 

6311.  And  in  favour  of  shortening  the  hours 
on  Saturday  ? — I never  spoke  to  any  of  the  clergy 
about  that,  excepting  the  bishop.  It  was  only 
subsequent  to  this  Committee  sitting  that  the 
proposal  with  regard  to  early  closing  on  Saturday 
was  made. 

6312.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  bishop  has  not 
had  the  same  opportunities  of  judging  of  the  re- 
quirements and  wishes  of  the  people  that  the 
clergy  have  had  ? — I think  he  has  quite  as  good 
an  opportunity : before  he  became  a bishop  he 
was  a clergyman  himself.  It  is  since  the  pre- 
sent Act  came  into  operation  that  he  became  a 
bishop. 

6313.  His  experience,  of  course,  was  much 
shorter  in  connection  with  his  people  as  bishop  ; 
you  say  that  there  is  a good  deal  of  illicit  sale  of 
drink  during  prohibited  hours  in  Kilkenny? — 
There  is  a certain  amount  of  it ; I could  not  say 
a great  deal,  but  a certain  amount. 

6314.  Do  not  the  police  known  the  houses 
where  those  illicit  sales  are  generally  carried  on? 
— I suppose  they  do. 

6315.  Why  do  they  not  take  means  to  put  an 
end  to  it  ? — So  they  do  ; but  I can  only  speak 
of  their  action  from  the  cases  that  come  before 
me,  and  I think,  as  well  as  I can  recollect,  that 
in  the  year  1887  there  were  no  less  than  54  pub- 
licans prosecuted  in  Kilkenny  for  breaches  of  the 
Act. 

6316.  That  was  for  an  abuse  of  the  Act  ? — Yes, 
certainly. 

6317. ’  Would  not  that  abuse  be  likely  to  in- 
crease if  you  shortened  the  hours  on  Saturday 
evenings  ? — I think  not ; I do  not  see  why  it 
should. 

6318.  If  you  shortened  the  hours  on  Saturday 
evening,  and  reduce  them,  say  from  10  to  8,  or 
from  10  to  9,  would  you  not  have  a greater 
number  of  illicit  sales  in  consequence  of  that 
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shortening  on  Saturday  night,  ? — Certainly,  they 
might  possibly  be  increased. 

6319.  And  consequently  the  abuse  through 
illicit  eales  would  be  increased  by  shortening  the 
hours  on  Saturday  evening? — There  would  be 
efforts  to  evade  the  Act,  unquestionably,  I should 
think. 

6320.  I am  glad  to  hear  you  say  that  you 
would  not  require  a certain  number  of  bedrooms 
in  licensed  houses  for  the  use  of  bona  fide  tra- 
vellers ? — I should  not  require  it. 

6321.  Inasmuch  as  people  going  to  and  from 
the  town  and  the  cities  to  the  country  could  not 
find  inns  or  hotels?— I believe  that  it  would 
cause  a great  dea  l of  public  inconvenience  if  you 
restricted  the  number  of  houses  as  much  as  would 
be  done  by  that  requirement. 

6322.  You  stated  that  you  would  require  to 
have  food  supplied  as  well  as  drink  ; did  you 
mean  any  particular  class  of  food? — I did  not 
refer  to  any  particular  class  of  food,  but  that 
drink  should  not  be  the  sole  thing  supplied. 

6323.  If  it  were  only  biscuits  or  a sandwich, 
or  something  of  that  kind,  you  would  consider 
that  to  be  food  ? — I should ; but  I should  not  care 
to  confine  it  exactly  to  that. 

6324.  You  would  not  confine  it  to  a regular 
sit-down  dinner  ? — I should  not.  I should  not 
think  that  a traveller  would  require  that. 

6325.  Do  not  a large  number  of  the  respectable 
people  of  Kilkenny  drive  or  walk  out  into  the 
country  on  Sundays? — Yes,  they  either  drive  or 
walk. 

6326.  Then  you  have  young  men  engaged  in 
the  drapery,  hardware,  and  grocery  establish- 
ments ; do  they  walk  out  on  Sundays  ? — Every 
Sunday.  I should  say  the  greater  portion  of  the 
young  people  go  out  from  Kilkenny.  There  has 
been  a general  revival  of  athletic  pastimes  of  all 
sorts  in  Ireland,  as  you  are  aware,  no  doubt,  and 
there  i3  a great  cry  now  for  Gaelic  sports,  foot- 
ball, hurling,  and  that  sort  of  thing ; a large 
number  of  the  population  attend  these  meetings 
when  they  are  held  in  Kilkenny  or  in  the  sur- 
rounding districts. 

6327.  Are  you  a friend  to  athletic  exercises  of 
that  kind  ? — Certainly  I am. 

6328.  After  such  ardent  exercises,  would  not 
it  be  necessary  for  those  young  men  to  get  a 
little  refreshment? — I cannot  agree  as  to  the 
necessity. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6329.  You  are  aware,  are  you  not,  that  the 
clergy  very  greatly  object  to  the  refreshment  ? — 
I am. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6330.  You  say,  do  you  not,  that  there  is  very 
little  shebeening  in  Kilkenny  ? — Yes  ; practically 
none,  or  very  little. 

6331.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  fact  of 
there  being  no  shebeening  ? — I do  not  consider 
there  is  such  a very  great  desire  for  drink  as 
would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  shebeens. 

6332.  Would  you  not  consider  that  the  absence 
of  shebeens  was  rather  due  to  the  fact  that  bond 
fide  travellers  have  the  privilege  of  being  supplied 
at  proper  times  and  in  a proper  way  ? — I do  not 
know  that  I should  say  that.  I do  not  think 
that  there  is  such  a very  general  desire  for  drink 
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amongst  the  people  that  persons  would  go  out  of 
their  way  to  patronise  shebeens  in  the  country. 

6333.  What  places  of  general  resort  are  there 
round  Kilkenny  within  seven  miles? — I am  not 
aware  that  there  are  any:  at  least,  not  places  to 
which  there  are  excursions.  There  are  many 
places  to  which  people  will  drive;  but  there  is 
no  place  within  seven  miles  of  Kilkenny  where 
people  go  as  they  do  from  Dublin. 

6334.  What  is  your  reason  for  recommending 
the  seven-mile  radius  instead  of  the  three-mile 
radius  ? — I should  be  in  favour  of  extending  it 
so  as  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clause.  I should  not  hold  at  any  time 
that  a person  required  drink  necessarily,  but  i 
should  hold  very  strongly  indeed  to  the  view  that 
the  mere  travelling  three  miles  should  not  entitle 
a person  to  drink. 

6335.  If  there  be  an  abuse  at  the  limit  of 
the  three  miles,  would  there  not  be  a similar  abuse 
at  the  end  of  the  seven  miles  ? — It  would  be  very 
much  more  difficult,  I think. 

6336.  How  would  it  be  more  difficult ; is 
there  not  the  same  facility  for  telling  an  untruth 
in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other? — Of  course  there 
is  identically  the  same,  but  I believe  the  police 
would  have  greater  means  of  checking  it,  and 
there  would  be  fewer  applicants,  to  commence 
with.  The  larger  the  district  you  embrace,  the 
greater  the  number  of  applicants ; and  if  you 
make  it  smaller,  you  reduce  the  number. 

6337.  On  the  contrary,  would  you  not  think 
that  with  a limit  of  seven  miles  the  police  would 
have  less  opportunity  of  knowing  the  applicants  ? 
— No,  the  persons  would  manifestly  be  strangers 
to  them. 

6338.  And  manifestly,  being  strangers,  the 
police  would  be  incapable  of  judging  whether  a 
man  was  a bond  fide  traveller  or  not  ? — I think 
not,  because  the  fact  of  his  being  a stranger 
would  more  or  less  prove  that  he  has  come  from 
a considerable  distance,  though  not  necessarily  so. 

6339.  That  does  not  always  follow,  does  it? — 
No,  you  could  not  lay  down  any  fixed  rule  of 
that  kind,  but  it  is  a fair  assumption. 

Mr.  Lea. 

6340.  Where  were  you  when  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  came  into  force  in  1878  ? — I was 
not  a resident  magistrate  at  that  time. 

6341.  I was  going  to  ask  you  whether  you 
knew  how  the  Act  worked  when  total  closing  on 
Sunday  first  began? — The  statistics  show  that 
drunkenness  decreased. 

6342.  But  did  it  tend  to  increase  the  shebeens 
and  bogus  clubs  so  far  as  you  know  ? — Not  so 
far  as  I know. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6343.  Have  you  seen  a letter  from  the  Bishop 
on  this  question  ? — Several. 

6344.  I have  a letter  here  from  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Brownrigg,  dated  the  16  th  March  last.  Have 
you  seen  that  letter  ? — I do  not  remember  that 
particular  letter,  but  I am  acquainted  with  his 
opinions. 

6345.  Dr.  Brownrigg  states  in  that  letter,  “ I 
do  not  think  any  section  of  the  community  can 
possibly  feel  itself  aggrieved  by  such  legislation, 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
except  that  alone  which  directly  derives  a profit 
from  the  sale  of  drink.”  Is  that  your  opinion  ? — 
Yes. 

6346.  Then  you  would  lead  the  Committee  to 
believe  that  outside  those  directly  and  indirectly 
connected  with  the  sale  of  drink,  public  opinion 
is  generally  in  favour  of  the  Act? — Yes. 

6347.  Does  that  hold  true  as  to  early  closing 
on  Saturday  night  also? — Yes,  of  public  opinion 
generally.  There  are  some  sections,  of  course, 
who  do  not  approve  of  it. 

6348.  Are  the  public-houses  in  Kilkenny 
mainly  grocers’  shops  as  well? — Yes. 

6349.  Do  you  approve  of  that  mixture  ? — No ; 
I should  prefer  that  it  were  not  so  if  it  could  be 
arranged. 

6350.  But  taking  the  fact  as  it  is,  do  you  think 
that  any  very  great  public  inconvenience  would 
be  caused  to  the  people  of  Kilkenny  by  closing 
at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  night? — Certainly 
not. 

6351.  When  are  the  working  men  paid  their 
wages  at  Kilkenny  ? — They  are  usually  paid 
either  on  Friday  night  or  on  Saturday  morning 
in  all  large  establishments;  and  I am  informed 
that  in  the  smaller  ones  they  pay  them  on  Satur- 
day evenings. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6352.  With  regard  to  this  question  of  public 
opinion,  you  said  that  you  agree  with  the 
Bishop  in  that  statement  of  opinion? — Yes. 

6353.  With  regard  to  some  action  having  been 
taken  by  a working  men’s  club  in  Kilkenny,  is 
that  working  men’s  club  directly  interested  in 
the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  ? — No,  it  is  not;  at 
least,  I should  think  not ; but  I really  do  not 
know  exactly  how  it  is  composed. 

6354.  Is  not  that  a section  of  public  opinion  ? 
— A special  one.  As  the  honourable  Member 
for  Tyrone  said,  that  is  a species  of  general 
public  opinion. 

6355.  How  do  you  know  their  view  on  the 
subject? — By  the  newspapers;  I am  judging 
wholly  by  that. 

6356.  Did  the  newspapers  publish  the  names 
of  everybody  present  ? — I do  not  say  that  they 
did,  but  the  papers  did  not  speak  of  it  as  a meet- 
ing got  up  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  this  legis- 
lation. It  was  purely  a meeting  of  the  working 
men’s  club.  This  subject  came  on  the  lapis, 
and  a resolution  was  passed,  and  the  papers  gave 
the  names  of  11  or  12  as  present. 

6357.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  in  the  reports  of 
meetings  the  newspapers  often  give  only  the 
names  of  the  prominent  people  ? — At  large 
meetings  I am  aware  that  it  is  so,  but  I cannot 
undertake  to  say  how  many  were  present  on  this 
occasion. 

6358.  You  do  not  know  how  many  there  were  ? 
— No,  except  by  the  reports  in  the  papers,  which 
I think  gave  the  number.  I am  certain  that  if 
it  had  been  a large  meeting  it  would  have  come 
to  my  knowledge. 

6359.  It  does  not  follow  that  because  only 
those  names  were  printed  there  were  not  a great 
many  more  present? — Not  necessarily  by  any 
means  ; but  as  I read  it,  I took  it  that  only  those 
persons  were  present;  but  I may  have  been 
wrong. 

6360.  That 
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6360.  That  is  a section  of  public  opinion,  is  it 
not,  which  is  not  interested  in . the  trade  ? — I 
take  it  so. 

6361.  Would  this  working  men’s  club  repre- 
sent the  feeling  of  the  working  men  of  Kilkenny  ? 
— I could  not  say  that. 

6362.  I presume  that  it  was  a respectable  sort 
of  club  ? — Y ou  may  assume  so. 

6363.  Is  it  not  likely  that  it  would  reflect  the 
general  opinion  of  the  working  classes  upon  the 
subject  ? — I suppose  it  would  to  a certain  extent. 

1 could  not  say  certainly  that  it  would  represent 
them  as  I have  only  been  in  Kilkenny  rather 
more  than  a year.  As  regards  the  actual  com- 
position of  the  working  men’s  club,  I could  not 
give  you  any  exact  account  of  it,  but  the 
Mayor  of  Kilkenny  is  here,  and  he  can  tell  you 
a great  deal  more  than  I can. 

6364.  The  mayor  would  be  able  to  speak  as  to 
the  general  opinion  of  the  people  better  than  you  ? 

- — No,  not  at  all.  I did  not  say  that.  I say  that 
the  mayor  would  probably  be  able  to  tell  you  the 
constitution  of  the  working  men's  club  better  than 
I can. 

6365.  I suppose  he  would  be  a reflection  of  the 
public  opinion  of  Kilkenny  in  a greater  degree 
than  you  could  be  expected  to  be  ? — I cannot 
say  what  views  the  mayor  would  represent.  I 
have  taken  every  means  of  ascertaining  public 
opinion  as  far  as  I could,  and  I believe  I have 
stated  it  pretty  accurately. 

6366.  Considering  that  you  have  only  been 
there  a year,  and  that  by  the  nature  of  your 
profession  you  have  not  an  opportunity  of  mixing 
up  with  the  people  very  much  in  their  social 
habits,  do  you  think  you  are  justified  in  saying 
that  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  Kilkenny  that 
only  those  engaged  in  the  trades  would  be  in 
favour  of  a change  in  the  law  ? — I did  not  say 
“ only  those,”  to  commence  with.  In  the  next 
place,  I said  what  I believed  was  the  view  gene- 
rally of  the  people.  Then  I said  specially  to 
the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone  that  I was 
aware  there  was  a section  of  the  people  opposed 
to  it ; and  with  regard  to  my  being  able  to  be  an 
index  or  a reflex  of  opinion,  so  far  as  I am  person- 
ally concerned  I could  not  say  that  I am ; but  I 
have  taken  measures  to  ascertain  it  by  speaking 
to  persons  of  all  classes  and  all  degrees  socially, 
and  so  far  as  I could  gather,  I believe  it  to  be 
what  I have  stated. 

6367.  You  began  by  saying  that  you  elicited 
the  opinion  of  the  working  classes  only  in  some 
small  degree  ? — I have  spoken  to  a small  number 
of  them. 

6368.  What  class  of  men  did  you  speak  to? — 
Those  I spoke  to  were  labourers  and  small 
farmers. 

6369.  I suppose  you  spoke  to  ten  or  a dozen 
of  those  people  altogether  ? — Not  more  than  that ; 
but  I could  not  tell  you  exactly  whom  I have 
spoken  to  with  reference  to  that ; but  I have 
spoken  to  many  others  who  have  had  a greater 
opportunity  of  mixing  with  them  than  I have. 

6370.  Your  first  paper  shows  a return  of  con- 
victions for  drunkenness  on  Sundays  since  1879  ; 
I notice  here  under  “ 1884  ” that  you  had  as 
many  as  185  convictions? — Yes. 

6371.  In  1887  your  convictions  were  120  ? — 
0.67. 
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Yes.  These  are  returns  which  have  been  fur- 
nished to  me  by  the  police. 

6372.  In  1886  you  had  convictions  to  the 
number  of  84  ? — Yes.  I take  it  for  granted  it  is 
so ; I do  not  know  myself. 

6373.  From  1886  to  1887  you  had  a very  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  convictions  for  drunken- 
ness on  Sundays,  that  is  to  say,  from  84  to  120? 
— Yes. 

6374.  And  in  1885  there  were  120? — Yes. 

6375.  And  the  houses  are  closed  on  Sundays? 
—Yes. 

6376.  But  there  seems  to  be  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness  on 
Sundays? — Sometimes  there  is  and  sometimes 
there  is  not.  You  will  find  that  they  fluctuate. 

6377.  Although  they  do  fluctuate,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  much  difference  in  the  whole 
column;  will  you  bear  that  fact  in  mind  ? — Yes. 

6378.  Have  you  a return  here  for  Thursdays 
and  Saturdays? — Yes.  I should  like  to  say  with 
regard  to  this  that  I took  Thursday  as  being  the 
centre  day  of  the  week  when  I asked  lor  a re- 
turn, but  since  1 got  that  I have  got  a further 
return,  which  gives  the  number  for  every  day  in 
the  week,  and  I find  that  Thursday  is  almost 
invariably  the  day  on  which  there  is  the  least 
amount  of  drunkenness. 

6379.  We  will  take  the  returns  as  we  find 
them  here.  In  the  year  1883,  on  Thursdays, 
there  were  89  arrests  for  drunkenness,  and  in 
1887  there  were  33,  that  is  on  one  of  the  days 
of  the  week  ; and  on  Saturdays,  in  1883,  there 
were  143  arrests  for  drunkenness,  and  on  Satur- 
days in  1887  there  were  only  82.  Those  are  the 
days  upon  which  there  were  no  restrictions  upon 
the  trade  ? — Precisely  so. 

6380.  And  yet  there  is  a deci’ease  in  the 
number  of  arrests? — Yes. 

6381.  How  do  you  account  for  this  strange 
fact,  that  on  the  days  on  which  there  are  no 
restrictions  upon  the  trade  as  furnished  by  your 
return,  there  is  a large  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  arrests  for  drunkenness,  and  on  the  day  on 
which  the  houses  are  closed  there  is  no  appre- 
ciable difference? — There  has  been  a general 
decrease  in  the  whole  amount  of  drunkenness  all 
through  the  week  for  several  years  past.  I cannot 
account  for  it,  but  it  is  so. 

6382.  According  to  the  return,  there  is  a 
gradual  decrease  on  the  days  on  which  there  are 
no  restrictions  on  the  trade  ? — That  is  so,  ac- 
cording to  the  return. 

6383.  You  have  a return  showing  the  number 
of  convictions  for  drunkenness  or  for  drunken- 
ness combined  with  any  other  offence  on  each 
day  in  the  week  for  the  last  14  years.  We  will 
take  the  year  1877.  On  Saturdays  there  were 
446  convictions  for  drunkenness  combined  with 
other  offences,  and  in  1887,  that  is  10  years 
afterwards,  there  were  247, nearly  one-half ; is  not 
that  a great  reduction  ? — Yes ; for  the  last  few 
years  the  amount  of  drunkenness  has  been  decrea- 
sing, as  you  will  notice  in  the  general  total  which 
you  have  got  for  each  year. 

6384.  But  you  will  admit,  1 suppose,  from 
these  returns  of  yours  that  the  convictions  for 
drunkenness  and  arrests,  and  convictions  for 
drunkenness  combined  with  other  offences,  have 
been  on  the  decrease  on  every  day  except  on  the 

I I 4 day 
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[ Continued. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
day  on  which  there  are  restrictions  on  the  trade? 
— No ; they  have  also  decreased  on  Sunday. 
You  will  find  that  they  fluctuate  with  regard  to 
Saturdays  just  as  much  as  they  fluctuate  with 
regard  to  Sundays  in  the  other  return. 

6385.  We  will  take  it  from  the  year  1879  ; in 
1879,  in  the  county,  there  were  72  cases;  in  the 
previous  year  there  were  168;  and  in  1887  there 
were  120  ? — If  you  will  permit  me,  I wish  to  point 
out  that  you  have  a cause  now  which  accounts 
to  some  extent  for  that,  and  that  is  the  introduc- 
tion of  Gaelic  sports.  You  will  understand  that 
I do  not  want  to  say  a word  against  games ; on 
the  contrary,  I am  in  favour  of  them ; but  they 
lead  to  the  gathering  together,  at  great  distances 
from  their  homes,  of  large  numbers  of  men.  That 
has  been  introduced  since  the  year  1879,  since 
the  Act  came  into  operation,  and,  undoubtedly, 
the  experience  of  the  police,  and  my  own  expe- 
rience from  hearing  cases,  is  that  large  assem- 
blages of  people  lead  to  greater  drinking.  It 
would  be  correct,  to  some  extent,  to  ascribe  the 
rise  in  the  years  1882,  1883,  and  1884  to  somewhat 
similar  causes.  Of  course,  it  arises  from  infrac- 
tions of  the  Act  to  a certain  extent. 

6386.  How  long  have  the  Gaelic  athletic  games 
been  in  existence? — In  1884  it  was,  I think,  that 
they  were  established. 

6387.  In  1884  they  were  established,  but  they 
were  not  in  full  Organisation  at  that  time  ? — I 
think  not ; at  least,  not  to  the  extent  that  they 
are  now. 

6388.  In  1885  they  began  to  play  games 
through  the  county  on  Sunday,  did  they  not  ? — 
I think  so. 

6389.  The  arrests  in  1885  were  125,  the  arrests 
in  1887  were  120,  and  in  1884,  when  the  Gaelic 
athletic  associations  were  established,  and  there 
were  large  numbers  of  people  playing  games,  the 
-arrests  were  185  ? — Yes;  but  I do  not  understand 
you  to  contend  that  they  had  nothing  whatever 
to  say  to  it. 

6390.  According  to  the  figures,  they  dropped 
. since  that  year  ? — That  appears  from  the  table, 

but  the  number  of  arrests  arising  out  of  drunken- 
ness on  those  occasions  increased  so  much  that,  as 
you  are  aware,  Dr.  Croke,  the  Archbishop  of 
Cashel,  found  it  necessary  to  make  a special  pro- 
vision for  it. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 

6391.  Just  a word  or  two  on  the  figures;  will 
you  take  that  return  into  your  hand,  which  pur- 
ports to  be  a return  giving  the  Sunday  arrests 
for  drunkenness  since  1874 ; will  you  give  us  the 
numbers  from  the  year  1874  ? — In  1874  there 
were  158 ; in  1875,  188 ; in  1876,  226  ; in  1877, 
214  ; and  in  1878,  168. 

6392.  I make  that  a total  of  954  ? — Yes. 

6393.  Those  were  the  five  years  before  the 
Act  came  into  operation  ? — Yes* 

6394.  Let  us  take  the  five  following  years 
when  the  Act  was  in  operation,  from  1879  ?— In 
1879  the  number  was  72  ; in  1880,  84  ; in  1881, 
70  ; in  1882,  111 ; and  in  1883,  129. 

6395.  That  is  a total  of  456  Sunday  arrests  for 
the  five  years  under  the  Act? — Yes. 

6396.  The  difference  between  954  and  456 
shows  the  effect  of  the  Act  in  those  five  years? 
— I should  think  so. 


Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell — continued. 

6397.  Can  you  take  out  Thursdays  in  the 
same  way? — I can  give  you  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays  for  the  last  five  years. 

6398.  Can  you  give  us  the  total  for  the  five 
years  before  and  for  the  five  years  after? — I 
cannot  give  you  that ; I have  not  got  it  here  ; I 
have  only  got  it  for  the  last  five  years.  The 
figures  on  Thursdays  for  the  last  five  years  would 
be  256,  and  on  Saturdays,  for  the  same  period, 
499. 

6399.  Showing  that  Saturday  is  a much  worse 
day  than  Thursday  ? — Yes.  The  police  inform 
me  that  this  affects  the  city  of  Kilkenny  only, 
and  that  a reduction  of  one-fifth  should  be  made 
from  that  499,  because  it  is  market  clay  in 
Kilkenny,  for  the  country  folk. 

6400.  But  they  were  arrested  in  Kilkenny? — 
Quite  so. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6401.  With  regard  to  these  figures,  the  honour- 
able Member  for  Tyrone  has  taken  a certain 
number  of  years  before  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
and  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  he  has 
asked  you  the  question  whether  that  is  the  effect 
of  the  operation  of  the  Act  ? — Yes,  he  presumed 
that  it  would  represent  that,  and  I said  I supposed 
it  would. 

6402.  Do  you  think  it  is  fair  to  take  the 
figures  for  the  year  immediately  after  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act,  and  compare  them  with  those 
of  the  year  immediately  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act  ? — I did  not  profess  to  do  so. 

6403.  You  answered  the  honourable  Member 
that  it  was  the  effect  of  the  Act  ? — The  honour- 
able Member,  when  he  asked  me,  presumed  that 
it  was  the  effect  of  the  Act,  and  I said  I pre- 
sumed so,  and  I say  so  still;  but  I think  it  would 
be  better  if  you  could  get  a larger  number  of 
years. 

6404.  Will  you  kindly  cast  your  eye  over 
these  figures,  and  take  the  same  four  or  five 
years  before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  compare 
them  with  the  five  years  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  ? — I will,  but  I am  afraid  that  it  will  be 
rather  against  you.  In  the  fifth  year,  prior  to 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  the  figure  is  158,  and  in 
the  fifth  year  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  it  is 
129. 

6405.  You  see  there  was  a sudden  effect  before 
the  people  had  got  into  the  habit  of  cheating  the 
law,  or  into  the  knowledge  of  how  to  cheat  the 
law  ? — Quite  so.  I think  you  have  put  it  right, 
and  I am  certainly  in  favour  of  preventing  it  by 
further  legislation. 

Chairman. 

6406.  Do  you  attribute  the  increase  of  late 
years  to  the  growing  habit  of  cheating  the  Sun- 
day Closing  Act? — Yes. 

6407.  You  adhere  to  your  statement  as  to  the 
result  of  the  five  years  ? — Yes ; and  I believe 
that  the  result  would  continue  satisfactory  if 
the  law  could  be  enforced  satisfactorily.  It  was 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  that  caused  the  de- 
crease in  those  years.  As  people  became  used 
to  the  law  they  baffled  the  police,  and  if  by  the 
legislation  of  Parliament  you  succeed  in  baffling 
the  people  now,  you  will  have  further  impro  vem  ent. 

6408.  That 
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Mr.  CONSIDINE. 
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Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

6408.  That  is  to  say,  the  machinery  for  cheating 
the  law  was  not  perfectly  effective  ? — Let  us 
hope  that  the  law  will  be  perfected  now,  and  that 
it  will  be  altogether  successful. 

Mr.  1’eter  M‘ Donald. 

6409.  You  stated  that  a great  number  of  the 
spirit  traders  in  Kilkenny  are  also  grocers  ? — 
Yes. 

6410.  And  you  thought  it  would  be  desirable 
that  those  two  trades  should  be  separate  ? — Yes, 
if  it  could  be  so  arranged  ; but  I do  not  see  how 
it  could  be  practically  done. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

6411.  It  is  not  possible  to  do  it  in  such  towns 
as  Kilkenny  ? — I think  not ; I think  you  would 
find  very  great  difficulty  in  doing  it. 

6412.  You  have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging 
that  where  it  is  practically  done  very  serious 
abuse  has  followed? — It  is  practically  done,  I 
suppose,  in  the  case  of  Dublin. 

6413.  It  is  not  so  much  in  Dublin,  but  I could 
name  lor  you  several  towns  in  the  south  where 
it  is  partially  done  ; and  the  result  is  that  a low 
class  of  public-houses  have  sprung  up  which  are 
very  injurious  in  a moral  point  of  view  ? — I have 
no  experience  of  that. 


Mr.  Patrick  M.  Egan,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6414.  You  are,  I believe.  Mayor  of  Kilkenny  ? 
— I am. 

6415.  Is  this  your,  second  year  of  office? — It 
is  my  second  year. 

6416.  And  consequently  you  have  increased  ex- 
perience?— Yes,  I suppose  I have  the  experience 
consequent  upon  being  a magistrate,  but  I had 
just  as  much  experience  before  as  since. 

6417.  Have  you  any  connection  either  directly 
or  indirectly  with  the  spirit  trade  ? — No,  I have 
no  connection  with  it  in  any  way. 

6418.  Nor  any  of  your  immediate  relatives  ? 
— None. 

6419.  How  long  have  you  known  Kilkenny? 
— I have  known  it  from  childhood. 

6420.  Then  you  must  know  the  habits  and 
requirements  of  the  people  of  Kilkenny  pretty 
well? — I think  I do  as  well  as  they  could 
possibly  be  known  by  anybody. 

6421.  What  is  the  population  of  Kilkenny? — 
About  12,300;  but  the  Parliamentary  popula- 
tion is  15,000  as  we  have  a number  of  out-lying 
habitations. 

Chairman. 

6422.  Is  the  population  of  Kilkenny  increasing 
or  diminishing  ? — I think  it  is  about  stationary 
so  far  as  I know ; some  think  it  is  decreasing 
but  I do  not  think  myself  it  is  so  at  present. 

Mi-.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6423.  Do  you  know  how  many  licensed  public- 
houses  there  are  in  Kilkenny  ? — 1 think  there 
are  116  altogether. 

6424.  Are  there  any  of  those  early  closing  on 
Saturday? — Yes,  there  are  17  early  closing  on 
Saturday. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6425.  That  is  early  closing  on  week  days? — 
No.  I understand  it  differently.  I understand 
that  the  six-day  early  closing  limits  itself  to  the 
Saturday.  I have  asked  the  Excise  authorities 
upon  that  point. 

Mr.  Peter  Me  Donald. 

6426.  You  have  given  me  the  number  of 
licensed  public-houses  in  Kilkenny,  including  17 
early  closing.  Do  you  think  those  are  too  many 
for  such  a town  as  Kilkenny,  with  a population 
of  over  12,000  ? — 1 believe  some  of  them  could 
be  dispensed  with ; I mean  some  of  the  lower  class. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  Donald — continued. 

6427.  That  would  be  rather  a good  improve- 
ment?— I think  it  would  if  the  lower  class  of 
houses  that  are  inclined  to  carry  on  illicit  drink- 
ing or  harbour  improper  characters  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

6428.  You  state  that  you  know  the  habits  of 
the  people  of  Kilkenny  very  well;  what  is  your 
opinion  as  to  their  general  character  with  refe- 
rence to  sobriety  or  temperance  ? — I have  with 
me  some  statistics  from  the  police  which  will  give- 
you  some  information  about  that.  There  is  not 
any  great  drinking  in  my  opinion,  and  the  general 
opinion  is  that  the  people  of  Kilkenny  are  a sober 
people,  and  not  at  all  given  to  intemperance. 

6429.  Then  you  desire  to  convey  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  intemperance  is  not  on  the  increase 
in  Kilkenny? — On  the  contrary,  it  is  on  the  de- 
crease. 

6430.  Can  you  explain  to  the  Committee  the 
cause  for  that  decrease? — I believe  it  is  attribu- 
table to  various  causes  ; one  would  be  the  esta- 
blishing of  religious  societies  ; there  is  a religious 
society  called  the  Holy  Family  Society,  and  I 
think  that  has  a great  deal  to  do  with  the  check- 
ing of  intemperance  ; and  also  the  great  spread 
of  education.  I might  also  add  the  depression 
of  trade,  and  so  forth,  that  has  also  something 
to  say  to  it.  I see  that  for  the  last  year, 
1887,  the  police  give  me  the  number  of  270  as 
the  total  arrests  for  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  and 
out  of  that  number  of  27 0 I have  asked  the 
petty  sessions  clerk  to  go  over  the  book  and  pick 
out  the  habituals  and  abandoned  characters,  and 
I think  he  has  put  them  down  at  20  ; that  is,  10 
habituals  and  10  abandoned  women.  Some  of  the 
270  have  been  arrested  several  times,  varying 
from  three  times  to  10  times,  so  that  you  miyht 
decrease  the  270  arrests  by  perhaps  80,  because 
those  80  are  x-epeatedly  convicted  ; and  I believe 
that  we  might  say  that  this  cannot  be  remedied- 
by  any  legislation,  or  any  Act  that  you  may  pass. 

6431.  Would  not  the  10  habituals  be  likely  to- 
be  arrested  more  than  four  times  in  the  year? — 
Some  of  them  would,  I suppose,  be  arrested  six 
or  eight  times.  You  might  take  from  80  to  100 
off  the  total  for  breaking  the  law,  and  170  will 
stand  against  the  city,  but  from  this  you  might 
take  one-fifth  for  country  people,  which  would 
leave  the  net  arrests  against  the  city  for  last  year 
to  be  only  136. 

Kk  6432.  Do 
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Mr.  '/’.  W.  Russell. 

6432.  Do  not  you  have  heavier  sentences  for 
repeated  offences  ? — Yes. 

6433.  For  how  long  are  the  women  locked  up  ? 
— For  a month  at  most,  or  a fortnight ; and  if 
male  habituals  take  the  pledge,  and  bring  the 
pledge  signed  by  the  clergyman,  they  are  let  off 
without  any  imprisonment.  At  the  same  time 
the  sentence  is  left  hanging  over  them,  and  they 
would  get  a month’s  imprisonment  if  they  broke 
the  pledge. 

Chairman. 

6434.  Taking  it  all  round,  should  you  think 
that  it  is  a mere  chance  a woman  getting  four 
convictions  in  a year? — Yes,  or  more.  It  is  quite 
usual. 

Mr.  Peter  M( Donald. 

6435.  Did  I understand  you  to  say  that  those 
arrests  apply  to  Sunday  or  to  Saturday  and 
Sunday  ? — The  return  that  I have  is  for  a week, 
the  whole  seven  days. 

6436.  What  have  you  to  say  as  to  Sunday 
drinking  ? — I have  gone  into  that  pretty  closely 
with  regard  to  the  statistics,  and  I have  asked 
the  police  to  make  returns,  and  I have  got 
the  petty  sessions  clerk  to  make  returns  from 
this  return  in  1879,  that  is  the  year  after  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  was  passed,  that  of  the 
total  arrests  made  that  year,  one  in  every  25  was 
lor  Sunday  diunkenness.  Then  coming  down  to 
the  last  year,  1887 ; of  the  total  arrests  for  that 
year  I find  that  one  in  every  11  was  for  Sunday 
drunkenness. 

6437.  Then  the  Sunday  arrests,  according  to 
these  figures,  seem  to  have  increased? — They 
have,  by  two  to  one. 

6438.  The  proportion  of  Sunday  arrests  have 
increased  ? — Yes,  strange  to  say,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  vigilance  of  the  police 
seems  to  have  been  much  greater  than  it  was  in 
the  year  1879.  Th^re  were  eight  convictions 
against  publicans  for  breaches  of  the  Act  on 
Sunday  in  1879,  and  last  year  there  were  32 
convictions  against  publicans,  that  is  for  1887. 

6439.  That-  would  shoe.’  increased  vigilance  on 
the  part  ol  the  police  Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6440.  It  would  also  sh  >w  increased  law- 
breaking  on  the  part  ol  the  publican  ? — I could 
not  say  that. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6441.  Law  breaking  on  the  part  of  the  publi- 
can, and  law  breaking  on  the  part  of  the  drinkers, 
is  the  result,  is  it  not,  of  total  Sunday  closing  ? — 
I will  take  these  figures  in  another  way.  When 
I examined  these  figures  I thought  that  it  might 
be  wrong  to  take  a single  year,  and  I have  taken 
the  seven  years  after  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
passed;  that  is,  from  the  year  1878  to  the  year 
1 884  inclusive ; the  average  arrests  for  that  seven 
years  was  592. 

Mr.  Lea. 

6442.  Including  habitual  drunkards?  — Yes, 
including  all. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

ir  6443.  Is  that  592  each  year  ? — Yes,  that  is  the 
average  for  seven  years.  I see  that  in  the  last 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
three  years,  that  is  to  say  in  1885,  1886,  and  1887, 
there  is  a decided  decrease.  I have  made  an 
average  for  those  three  years  also.  The  average 
for  those  three  years  of  the  total  arrests  is  340 ; 
that  shows  ;i  decrease  in  ihe  total  arrests  for  the 
last  three  years  of  about  42  per  cent,  under  the 
seven  years  following  the  Act.  Now  comparing  the 
Sundays  with  the  total,  I have  taken  the  Sunday 
arrests  for  seven  yeax-s  after  the  Act,  and  the 
average  of  the  Sunday  arrests  for  those  seven 
years  after  the  Act  is  40,  and  for  the  last  three 
years  it  is  27,  or  a decrease  of  32  per  cent,  in 
Sunday  drunkenness  against  a decrease  ol  40 
er  cent,  in  week-day  drunkenness,  which  shows 
unday  dx-unkenness  has  not  decreased  in  pro- 
portion. 

Chairman. 

6444.  Presuming  that  the  figures  are  accurate, 
are  you  in  a position  to  show  us  what  percentage 
the  Sunday  arrests  bear  to  the  other  arrests  ?— 

I have  worked  it  out.  The  total  arrests  for  the  seven 
years  was  4,149,  which,  divided  by  seven,  makes  an 
average  of  592.  The  total  for  the  last  three 
years  is  1,021,  which,  divided  by  three,  makes  an 
average  of  340,  and  that  shows  a decrease  of  42 
per  cent.  The  average  for  seven  years 
following  the  Act  on  Sundays  was  40,  and 
for  the  last  three  years  it  was  27,  the  arrests 
on  Sundays  shewing  a decrease  of  32  per  cent. ; 
that  ris  to  say,  the  general  drunkenness  has 
decreased  in  the  last  three  years  by 42  percent., 
and  the  drunkenness  for  Sundays  only  has 
decreased  about  32  per  cent.,  notwithstanding 
that  for  the  last  three  yeax-s  the  vigilance  of  the 
police  has  been  much  mox-e,  looking  at  the  total 
convictions  against  the  publicans 

6445.  Do  you  think  that  the  vigilance  of  the 
police  is  equal  during  all  the  days  in  the  week, 
or  are  they  more  vigilant  on  Sundays  ? — I 
think  they  are  considerably  more  vigilant,  on 
Sundays. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6446.  Would  you  also  say  that  in  consequence 
of  the  general  depx-ession  there  is  not  the  same 
means  of  providing  drink? — Yes,  I consider  that 
the  general  depression  of  the  country  has  con- 
tributed to  some  extent  towax-ds  temperance. 

6447.  Outside  these  statistics  which  you  have 
given  us,  and  which  are  vex-y  valuable,  what  is 
your  general  opinion  as  to  Sunday  drinking  ? — I 
consider  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  Sunday 
drinking  going  on  in  Kilkenny.  The  fact  is,  I 
believe  that  any  person  who  wishes  to  get  drink 
can  get  it. 

Chairman. 

6448.  Comparing  the  state  of  the  streets  of 
Kilkenny  befox-e  1878  with  the  present-  time,  do 
you  observe  any  improvement  on  Sundays? — I 
do. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

6449.  Do  you  say  an  improvement  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  introduction  of  an  Act  for  total 
Sunday  closing  ? — I do  not  think  so  ; I would 
not  go  in  for  that. 

6450.  You  think  that  the  expectations  of  the 
Legislature  have  not  been  realised,  at  least  so 
far  as  Kilkenny  is  concerned  ? — I do  not  think 
they  have  at  all;  I think  the  decline  came  from 
other  sources  to  a great  extent. 

6451.  Have 
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Mr.  Peter  Ml  Donald — continued. 

645 1 . Have  you  any  facts,  from  personal  obser- 
vation, as  to  illicit  sales  or  sales  at  prohibited 
hours  in  Kilkenny  ?— I will  take  last  Sunday. 

I was  out  in  the  grounds  of  a park  having  tea, 
and  a man  came  down  singing  a song ; lie  was 
drunk  in  my  presence;  one  of  the  clergy,  who 
was  living  opposite,  came  out  to  inquire  where 
could  he  have  got  the  drink  ? That  occurred  last 
Sunday.  But  I have  frequently,  myself,  seen  the 
same  men  coming  out  of  houses  drunk  at  eleven 
on  Sunday  ; and  at  two  o’clock,  I have  frequently 
seen  men  drunk  on  Sunday  in  the  street. 

6452.  Can  you  state  any  evil*  effects  that  have 
come  under  your  observation  from  the  existence 
of  this  violation  of  the  law  ?— I consider  that.  one 
of  the  greatest  evils  is  the  conflict  that  it  brings 
about  between  the  authorities  and  the  people, 
and  arising  from  that,  I confess  that  there  is  a 
temptation  to  perjury.  I am  sorry  to  have  to  say 
that,  l believe,  there  have  been  cases  of  perjury. 

6453.  Do  you  think  there  have  been  many 
more  violations  of  the  law  than  convictions  ? 
Considerably  more. 

6454.  And  that  the  illicit  sales  are  much  more 
numerous  than  any  statistics  would  indicate  ? 

I think  so.  . , 

6455.  How  many  cases  against  licensed  pub- 

licans have  come  under  your  observation  while 
you  have  been  in  office?— For  the  year  1887 
there  were  48  publicans  summoned  for  breaches 
of  the  Act,  and  there  were  32  convicted;  and 
there  were  1 1 1 persons  summoned  for  being  on 
the  premises,  and  81  convicted.  . 

6456.  That  is  a very  considerable  violation  ot 
the  Act? — Yes. 

Mr.  T-  JP.  Russell. 

6467.  That  is  about  two  persons  on  a Sunday  ? 
—Yes ; about  two  persons  on  the  average  per  week. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6458.  What  is  the  effect  of  these  abuses  upon 
the  morals  of  the  people  ? — 1 am  speaking  now 
with  regard  to  the  violation  of  the  law,  and  I 
consider  that  it  has  a very  deleterious  effect  for 
this  reason  : that  there  are  always  a number  of 
persons  on  a Sunday  endeavouring  to  evade  the 
law  by  climbing  walls  and  getting  in  through 
hack  doors,  imagining  that  they  are  doing  clever 
things  by  upsetting  the  law  in  every  way,  and 
defying  the  police,  and  that  sort  of  thing. 

Chairman- 

6459.  The  foundation  of  your  evidence  is  that 
there  is  no  real  Sunday  closing  on  Sundays  ? — I 
think  that  if  a man  wishes  to  get  drink  lie  can 
get  it  on  Sundays,  and  that  is  the  opinion  of 
everybody  in  Kilkenny. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6460.  You  give  expression  to  what  is  the 
general  opinion  in  Kilkenny  on  the  subject  ? So 
far  as  I know  it. 

6461.  Would  your  corporation  bear  out  that 
opinion? — The  corporation  has  not  taken  any 
active  part  in  the  matter  ; they  have  not  passed 
any  resolutions  of  any  kind. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6462.  What  number  have  you  in  the  corpora- 
tion i — Twenty-four. 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

6463.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  there  are  1 1 pub- 
licans out  of  the  24  ? — I cannot  say  the  number 
at  present.  I daresay  that  that  is  about  the 
number. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

6464.  The  corporation  is  composed  of  publi- 
cans, grocers,  and  men  in  general  trades? — Pub- 
licans, grocers,  and  bakers.  There  is  not  a 
single  member  holding  a “spirit  license”  only 
in  the  corporation. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6465.  There  are  1 1 men  holding  licenses  ? — 

I daresay  there  are. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

6466.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  those  11  members  of 
the  corporation  are  the  most  respectable  amongst 
the  giocers  in  Kilkenny?— I think  they  are 
amongst  the  most  respectable  of  the  population 
altogether. 

6467.  Out  of  those  11  the  great  majority  are 
those  who  would  be  disposed  to  close  on  Sundays 
themselves  ? — I think  the  majority  of  them,  if 
not  every  one  of  them,  would  be  disposed  to  close 
practically  on  Sundays. 

6468.  They  are  men,  are  they  not,  who  would 
not  be  at  all  likely  to  violate  the  Act?  --  Not  at 
all  likely. 

6469.  Consequently  if  they  did  pass  a resolu- 
tion it  would  be  a totally  disinterested  one  .' — I 
should  think  so. 

6470.  Have  you  thought  over  the  question  of 
the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  ? — I have  given  it 
some  consideration. 

6471.  Would  you  increase  the  radius  beyond 
three  miles  ? — I would  rather  be  inclined  to  treat 
the  subject  otherwise,  because  this  question  of 
mileage  is  one  that  leads  to  a great  conflict  of 
opinion  in  one  way  or  the  other. 

6472.  How  would  you  treat  it? — The  fact  is 
I would  treat  it  by  doing  away  with  the  bondfi.de 
traveller  clause  altogether  if  I could,  consistent 
with  public  convenience,  because  1 consider  that 
it  leads  to  a great  deal  of  trouble. 

Chairman. 

6473.  That  is  to  6ay  you  would  strike  the 
exemption  out  of  the  Act  altogether  ; you  would 
have  no  exemption  in  favour  of  bond  fide  tra- 
vellers?— Just  so. 

6474.  Would  that  be  practicable  or  just? — I 
meaD  that  if  they  were  allowed  to  be  open  for  a 
few  hours  on  Sunday  I would  not  allow  them  to 
open  under  the  pretence  of  serving  bond  fide 
travellers  afterwards. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

6475.  What  you  mean  to  convey  is  this,  that 
instead  of  giving  a bond  fide  traveller  the  privi- 
lege of  being  entertained  you  would  think  it  a 
much  better  course  to  open  on  Sundays  for  a 
couple  of  hours? — Yes,  l think  so. 

Chairman. 

6476.  If  you  had  total  Sunday  plosing,  would 
you  consider  it  just  and  expedient  to  have  a bond 
fide  traveller  clause  ? — I do  not  mean  in  any 
sense  to  do  away  entirely  with  the  bond  fide 

k k 2 traveller 
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[ Continued. 


Chairman — continued. 

traveller  clause ; I said  if  it  could  be  done  with 
justice  to  the  public. 

Mr.  T.  IT.  Russell. 

6477.  Are  you  aware  that  the  bond  fide  traveller 
has  the  same  right  on  week-days  as  well  as  on 
Sundays  in  the  closing  hours  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

6478.  You  think  on  the  whole  it  is  injudicious 
to  have  total  closing  on  Sundays? — I think  it 
would  be  better  to  give  a few  hours  so  as  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  the  law  being  broken  ; 
that  should  only  apply  to  the  city ; I am  not 
speaking  for  the  rural  districts  one  way  or  the 
other. 

6479.  With  regard  to  Saturday  night,  would 
you  approve  of  shortening  the  hours  ? — There  is 
one  point  with  reference  to  Mr.  Considine’s 
evidence  I wish  particularly  to  refer  to.  So  far 
as  I remember,  his  opinion  was  that  no  incon- 
venience would  arise  from  early  Saturday  closing; 
but  I quite  differ  from  him  ; I consider  that  there 
would  be  considerable  inconvenience  from  closing 
the  houses  any  earlier  ; and  I do  not  see  why  the 
law  should  interfere  in  the  matter. 

Chairman. 

6480.  To  what  classes  would  that  apply  ? To 

all  classes;  to  the  city  generally,  certainly.  On 
Saturday  night  the  houses  are  closed  at  eleven 
o’clock.  As  a rule,  all  the  week  the  streets  of 
Kilkenny  are  quite  clear  at  ten  o’clock.  You 
meet  a very  few  people  out  in  the  streets  after  ten 
o’clock.  As  a rule,  on  Saturday  night  you  meet 
very  few  people  out  in  the  street  after  eleven 
•o’clock ; after  eleven  people  are  disposed  to  be 
at  home  to  a great  extent.  The  amount  of  drink- 
ing that  occurs  on  Saturday  night  I do  not 
think  would  warrant  in  any  way  the  Legislature 
stepping  in  to  make  a restrictive  enactment. 

6481.  It  is  a long  existing  custom  in  Kilkenny 
as  in  most  other  towns,  that  the  people  are 
abroad  more  on  Saturday  evening  than  on  any 
other  evening  in  the  week  ? — Yes.  The  fact  is 
that  the  three  hours  on  Saturday  evening  are  the 
only  bright  three  hours  that  they  have  during  the 
week  to  a certain  extent ; there  is  a little  bustle 
and  a little  trade  doing  in  a general  way  during 
that  time. 

6482.  You  would  consider  it  a very  great 
deprivation  to  the  poorer  classes  of  people  to  be 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  making  their  pur- 
chases up  to  eleven  o’clock? — I consider  that  it 
would  be  a great  inconvenience.  At  the  same 
time,  I know  that  there  are  several  publicans 
who  would  be  satisfied  to  close  at  ten  o’clock  ; 
others  would  not  be  satisfied  to  close  at  ten 
o’clock ; but  outside  them  altogether,  I do  not 
see  necessity  for  any  restrictive  measures  for 
Saturday  evenings  in  Kilkenny. 

6483.  What  would  be  the  general  opinion ; 
would  it  be  looked  upon  as  coercive  if  the  Legis- 
lature passed  an  Act  compelling  the  people  of 
Kilkenny  to  close  their  premises  at  eight  or  nine 
o’clock  on  Saturday  evening  ? — It  would  be  re- 
garded as  coercive  legislation,  certainly. 

6484.  Then  you  think  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ought  not  to  interfere  in  any  respect  ? — I 
think  they  ought  not. 


Chairman — continued. 

6485.  Why  not? — I consider  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ought  not,  so  to  speak,  to  create  or  imagine 
a crime  where  it  does  not  exist,  by  passing  a law 
to  prevent  what  does  not  require  a remedy. 

Chairman. 

6486.  Would  you  have  no  restriction  on  the 
hours  of  opening ; would  you  allow  them  to  be 
open  for  the  whole  24  hours ; when  you  say  that 
you  create  a crime  where  it  does  not  exist  if  you 
place  any  restriction,  is  it  not  clearly  a question 
of  expediency  ? — I would  reply  to  that  by  saying 
that  I consider  that  legislation  is  coercive  when 
it  applied  a remedy  where  there  is  no  necessity 
for  it ; but  where  there  is  a necessity  for  it,  then 
legislation  is  not  coercive.  I would  say  that  at 
eleven  o’clock,  when  all  the  people  have  retired 
and  gone  to  bed,  then  legislation  is  not  coercive 
by  preventing  people  being  disorderly  ; that  is 
quite  healthy  legislation;  but  if  legislation  steps 
in  before  there  is  a necessity  for  it,  I call  that 
coercive  legislation. 

6487.  I quite  follow  you ; you  would  only 
come  to  us  when  there  is  necessity  for  it? — That 
is  just  so. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 

6488.  You  believe  that  no  necessity  exists  for 
early  closing  on  Saturday  ? — I do  not  think 
t-here  is. 

6489.  Then  your  strong  opinion  is  that  the 
opening  for  a few  hours  on  Sunday  would  be  con- 
ducive to  the  general  morality  and  sobriety  of 
the  people  ? — That  is,  if  you  apply  restrictive 
measures  afterwards.  I would  not  relax  the 
restrictive  measure  afterwards  ; in  fact,  I would 
rather  make  them  more  strict  than  before,  be- 
cause this  bona  fide  traveller  business  only  means 
supplying  drink  after  hours. 

6490.  A question  was  asked  in  this  Committee 
as  to  whether  the  Act  was  made  use  of  for  poli- 
tical purposes,  or  in  a manner  that  was  not  in- 
tended by  the  Legislature  ; have  you  formed  any 
opinion  as  to  that  ? — I am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
think  some  instances  have  come  under  my  notice 
when  the  Act  has  been  used  for  political  reasons. 
I remember  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1887 
there  was  a public  meeting  called  for  protesting 
against  the  Coercion  Act,  or  the  Crimes  Act, 
as  it  is  parliamentarily  called,  and  it  was  noticed 
by  the  general  public  in  Kilkenny  that  there 
was  rather  an  extraordinary  and  unusual  raid 
made  upon  the  publicans  on  that  Sunday,  and 
that  was  considered  to  be  the  result  of  the  advice 
or  direction  of  certain  parties  that  were  against 
having  such  a meeting  held ; it  was  a case  of 
police  aggression. 

6491.  Do  you  consider  that  the  action  of  the 
bishop  and  clergy,  and  the  leaders  of  public 
opiniou  in  Kilkenny,  would  be  as  effective  in 
making  the  people  more  temperate  by  imposing 
certain  rules,  as  they  are  called,  than  by  any  Act 
of  Parliament? — I think  that  the  question  if  it 
were  treated  locally  and  properly  would  be  the 
best  way  of  settling  it.  One  reason  would  be  there 
is  a great  deal  of  difference  between  a town  like 
Kilkenny,  where  the  public-houses  are  spread 
about,  and  a town  where  there  is  only  one  con- 
tinued street.  In  the  latter  case  it  is  easy  for 
the  police  to  watch  to  see  if  the  Act  is  broken ; 
but  in  a town  like  Kilkenny  spread  over  a cir- 
cular 
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Mr  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
cular  area,  every  street  having  its  public-houses’ 
it  is  very  difficult  to  watch  whether  the  Act  is 
violated  or  not.  A great  deal  will  depend  too 
upon  the  class  of  houses.  I would  say  that  the 
houses  that  would  be  the  resort  of  hardened  and 
abandoned  characters  should  not  get  a license  at 
all,  and  when  those  houses  would  become  vacant, 
or  their  present  occupiers  leave  them  or  give 
them  up,  the  licenses  should  not  be  renewed. 

6492.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  diocese  of 
Fermoy  the  Bishop  issued  an  order  that  the 
houses  should  be  closed  on  Sunday? — Yes. 

6493.  And  was  that  order  as  duly  observed  as 
if  an  Act  of  Parliament  had  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  ? — I am  told  that  it  was  far  better  observed 
under  those  circumstances.  There  is  just  a point 
or  two  which  I think  it  right  to  add.  So  far  as  I 
know  the  opinion  of  the  clergy  of  Kilkenny,  the 
opinion  of  the  clergy  is  against  changing  the 
present  Sunday  Closing  Act  ; it  is  only  right  for 
me  to  say  that. 

Mr.  Lea. 

6494.  Have  you  any  bogus  clubs  in  Kilkenny  ? 
— There  are  no  bogus  clubs  in  Kilkenny. 

6495.  Is  there  much  shebeening  ? — There  is 
nothing  of  that  kind.  I have  also  received  a 
resolution  from  the  Working  Men’s  Club  pro- 
testing against  the  Act  at  present  before  Parlia- 
ment which  I will  read  for  you. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6496.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  about  that 
meeting  ; were  you  there  ? — No,  1 was  not. 

6497.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  meet- 
ing, whether  it  was  a representative  meeting  or 
not? — It  was  representative  so  far  as  this  club 
was  concerned.  1 think  that  generally  the 
working  classes  are  not  in  favour  of  total  Sunday 
closing. 

6498.  "With  regard  to  Saturday  night,  Saturday 
is  your  market  day? — Yes. 

6499.  When  do  the  market  people  generally 
leave  the  town? — As  a rule  they  leave  about 
night-fall  ; that  is  to  say,  night-fall  in  winter  and 
night-fall  in  summer,  as  a rule. 

6500.  At  all  events  no  inconvenience,  could 
arise  to  them  from  early  closing  ? — I do  not  think 
so ; not  very  much  at  all  events. 

6501.  What  industries  have  you  m Kilkenny 
that  pay  wages  to  any  number  of  men : you  have 
a brewery,  have  you  not? — Yes,  and  there  are 
various  minor  industries  : I am  sorry  to  say  there 
are  very  few  of  a large  size. 

6502.  Are  the  wages  paid  late  on  Saturday  ? 
— As  a rule  I think  they  are ; I think  the  arti- 
zans  and  labourers  get  their  wages  pretty  late  on 
Saturday,  about  six  o’clock,  perhaps  when  the  Sa- 
turday’s work  is  over ; about  that  time. 

6503.  So  far  as  the  shopping  and  marketing 
are  concerned,  seeing  that  the  labourers  are  paid 
at  the  latest  at  six  o’clock  (I  do  not  mean  about 
drinking  now ; I mean  with  regard  to  ordinary 
shopping  and  marketing),  do  you  think  that  any 
inconvenience  would  arise  from  closing  at  nine  or 
ten  o’clock  on  Saturday  night  i — I think  there 
would,  because  the  trade  is  so  much  mixed  up  in 
all  these  houses  in  Kilkenny. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 
j-'{  6504.  I am  merely  speaking  of  the  purchase 
of  the  necessaries  of  life  by  the  wife  for  the 
family.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  wages  being 
- paid  at  six  o’clock,  three  or  four  hours  is  time 
enough  for  shopping  ? — I do  not  think  it 
would  be. 

6505.  Previous  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
having  come  into  operation,  do  you  remember 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Kilkenny '! — Yes. 

6506.  Was  there  any  violation  then,  do  you 
think,  of  the  law  which  prohibited  houses  being 
opened  before  two  o’clock,  or  open  after  nine 
o’clock  ? — I think  there  was  very  little,  not  even 
a fractional  part  of  what  there  is  now. 

6507.  Coming  to  those  low  public-houses,  how 
do  the  magistrates  renew  the  licenses  of  those 
low  public-houses.  They  have,  have  they  not,  to 
give  a certificate  every  year  that  the  persons  are 
persons  of  good  character,  and  that  they  have 
conducted  their  business  in  an  orderly  and  peace- 
able manner ; how  has  it  come  about  that  the 
licensing  autliorities  attach  their  signature  to  a 
falsehood  every  year  in  this  way  ? — It  depends 
upon  their  views  with  regard  to  the  necessary 
moral  tone  which  should  actuate  a publican. 
Some  magistrates  may  take  it  at  one  degree, 
another  man  may  take  a lower  or  a higher 
degree. 

Chairman. 

6508.  What  do  you  think  of  the  suggestion  of 
the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone  ? — I think 
there  is  something  in  it.  Supposing  there  are 
ten  or  eight  very  bad  houses  in  Kilkenny,  well- 
known  bad  houses,  two  of  them,  perhaps,  would 
not  be  so  bad  as  to  warrant  interference  of  that 
kind.  A nother  case  may  turn  up  where  a man  has  a 
large  family  depending  upon  him,  and  the  magis- 
trates would  turn  round  and  say,  “We  are 
destroying  this  man’s  family  and  destroying  his 
chance  of  living  if  we  refuse  to  renew  the 
license.”  And  so  on  for  the  remainder.  That 
may  occur. 

Mi-.  John  O'Connor. 

6509.  There  must  be  some  evidence  of  this, 
must  there  not? — No  doubt  at  the  time  of  sign- 
ing those  documents  there  is  no  evidence  before 
magistrates,  otherwise  they  might  have  no  evi- 
dence for  a year. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6510.  You  have  admitted  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  are  against  any  interference  with 
the  Act  as  it  stands? — Yes,  so  far  as  1 know. 

6511.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  Pro- 
testant clergy  ?— I think  the  Protestant  bishop 
has  written  a letter  against  any  change  of  the 
present  Act. 

6512.  Do  you  think,  in  a place  like  Kilkenny, 
that  the  opinion  of  the  clergy  is  not  entitled  to 
very  great  weight  in  a matter  of  this  kind,  where 
the  moralsof  the  people  are  concerned  ?— I think 
there  should  be  great  weight  attached  to  it.  I 
desire  merely  to  make  one  further  remark.  I 
consider  it  right  for  me  to  express  my  opinion 
that  I believe  questions  of  this  kind  should  be 
left  to  a Home  Rule  Parliament. 
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MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


The  Reverend  Patrick  Joseph  Tynan,  d.d.,  called  in;  and  Examined. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6513.  You  are  a parish  priest  in  Dublin? — 
Ye8,  I am  parish  priest  of  St.  Michael’s  and  St. 
John’s,  Dublin. 

6514  That  is  the  central  city  parish,  is  it  not? 
— Y es,  it  is. 

6516.  You  were  also  secretary  to  Cardinal 
Cullen  from  1872?— Yes,  from  1872  to  1878, 
when  he  died. 

6516.  And  you  were  also  secretary  to  Cardinal 
Maccabe? — Yes,  from  the  year  1878  until  he 
died  ; 1 think  it  was  in  1885. 

6517.  You  have,  therefore,  as  secretary 
to  those  two  distinguished  prelates,  and  as  a 
parish  priest,  for  the  past  three  years, had  singular 
opportunities  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the 
operation  of  the  licensing  law  ? — As  secretary 
to  Cardinal  Cullen  and  to  Cardinal  Maccabe,  I 
had  perfect  opportunity  of  knowing  their  views 
upon  the  subject,  as  well  as  the  views  of  the 
Catholic  clergy  of  Dublin  generally ; and  of 
course,  as  parish  priest,  I have  had  an  opportunity 
of  forming  a judgment  for  myself,  both  as  to  the 
extent  and  the  causes  of  drunkenness  in  Dublin, 
and  also  as  to  Sunday  drunkenness,  and  as  to 
the  remedies  w'hich,  in  my  opinion,  would  be 
available  for  the  suppression  of  drunkenness, 
and  the  remedies  which  would  not  be  avail- 
able. 

6518.  I suppose  you  attach  great  weight  and 
importance  to  the  opinions  of  the  Catholic 
clergy  r — I think  with  regard  to  drunkenness  in 
general  that  there  is  no  body  of  persons  in 
Ireland  that  is  capable  of  forming  so  correct 
an  opinion  as  the  Catholic  clergy.  Public 
drunkenness  is  the  only  kind  of  drunkenness 
that  comes  under  the  observation  of  the  police, 
or  the  police  magistrates,  whereas  secret  or  home 
drunkenness  comes  under  the  observation  of  the 
clergy  only. 

6519.  You  therefore  do  not  attach  much  value 
to  police  statistics  on  that  account? — None  what- 
ever as  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  ol 
drunkenness,  because  if  public-houses,  for  in- 
instance, were  closed  on  Sunday,  of  course  you 
W'ould  not  have  drunkenness  resulting  from  drink- 
ing in  public- houses,  and  if  the  shebeens  were 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
closely  watched  you  would  not  have  drunken- 
ness resulting  from  drinking  in  those  houses.  _ It 
is  only  the  drunkenness  resulting  from  drinking- 
in  public-houses  or  shebeens  that  comes  under 
the  notice  of  the  police.  If  you  closed  the 
public-houses  of  course  you  would  decrease  the 
number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness,  and  so  the 
statistics  would  go  to  show  that  there  was  a 
decrease  in  drunkenness;  whereas  we  know,  from 
experience,  that  drunkenness  is  to  a great  extent 
caused  by  home  drinking,  and  this  drunkenness 
does  not  come  under  the  observation  of  the  police 
at  all. 

6520.  You  consider  that  a very  bad  phase  of 
drunkenness,  do  you  not? — I consider  it  a 
worse  phase  of  drunkenness  than  the  drunken- 
ness resulting  from  drinking  in  public- houses, 
because  the  home  drinking  which  leads  to 
that  drunkenness  demoralises  the  wives  and 
the  families  of  the  people  who  drink  at  home : 
whereas  if  a man  goes  to  get  a drink  in 
a public-house  he  may  get  drunk,  but  his  family 
is  not  demoralised  by  the  drunkenness. 

6521.  Does  drunkenness  exist  in  Dublin  to  a 
large  extent  ? — To  a very  large  extent.  1 know 
that  it  exists  not  only  amongst  men,  but  also 
amongst  women.  At  the  same  time,  I am  not 
prepared  to  state  that.  Dublin  is  an  exception  in 
that  respect,  for  1 know,  from  the  testimony  of 
others  who  are  qualified  to  judge,  that  Dublin 
compares  very  favourably  with  Glasgow,  Liver- 
pool, Manchester,  and  other  such  cities. 

6522.  Have  you  had  experience  of  those  cities 
yourself  personally  ? — I have  not  had  experience 
of  them  myself.  I have  no  personal  experience 
of  Glasgow'  or  Liverpool  or  Manchester,  but  I 
have  made  inquiries  from  persons  who  are 
qualified  to  judge,  that  is,  clergymen  who  have 
resided  in  Glasgow  and  Liverpool  and  Man- 
chester, and  who  have  also  resided  for  some  time 
in  Dublin,  and  consequently  well  qualified  to 
form  a judgment. 

6523.  The  drunkenness  in  Dublin  exists 
amongst  men  and  women,  I suppose? — Yes; 
but  at  the  same  time  the  drunkenness  amongst 
women  does  not  come  under  the  observation  of 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
the  police  so  much  as  it  comes  under  the  observa- 
tion of  the  clergy.  With  regard  to  that  I might 
mention  that  in  the  cases  which  come  before  me 
of  the  drunkenness  of  women,  in  nine-tenths  at 
least  of  those  cases  the  drunkenness  results  from 
home  drinking,  and  not  from  drinking  in  public- 
houses. 

6524.  Then  any  limitation  of  the  hours  of 
opening  public-houses  would  increase  the  home 
drinking,  in  your  estimation  ? — Certainly. 

6525.  Are  there  any  other  causes  for  the  ex- 
istence of  drunkenness  in  Dublin  amongst  those 
classes  of  the  people  ? — I consider  that  the 
drunkenness  in  Dublin,  of  course,  though  directly 
attributable  to  drinking  intoxicating  drinks,  is 
.still  to  a great  extent  attributable  to  other  causes. 
Those  causes  I would  say  are,  first,  the  poverty 
of  the  people ; secondly,  the  unhealthiness  of 
their  homes  ; thirdly,  in  a great  many  instances, 
the  bad  quality  of  the  drink  which  they  take ; 
and,  fourthly,  the  absence  of  attractions  sufficient 
to  draw  them  away  from  the  public-houses  during 
their  idle  hours  to  useful  or  innocent  recreation. 

6526.  Does  that  poverty  exist  to  a very  wide 
extent  in  Dublin  ? — Poverty  is  always  very 
prevalent  in  Dublin,  but  during  the  last  few 
years  it  has  been  more  so  than  usual.  One  way 
in  which  poverty  influences  drunkenness  is  that 
the  people  are  not  able  to  provide  themselves 
with  a sufficient  abundance  of  wholesome  food. 
I know  from  experience  that  in  a great  many 
cases  one  glass  of  whisky  or  a few  glasses  of 
porter  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  cause  drunken- 
ness in  a person  who  had  not  taken  sufficient 
solid  food. 

6527.  That  is  an  established  fact,  is  it  not  ? — 
It  is  perfectly  certain. 

6528.  Have  you  any  observations  to  offer  with 
regard  to  the  unhealthiness  of  the'  people’s 
homes? — Yes;  it  is  almost  incredible  to  a person 
who  has  not  visited  the  tenement  houses  in 
Dublin  to  form  a correct  idea  of  the  filthy  and 
unsanitary  state  of  them.  Of  course,  a small 
amount  of  drink  taken  in  those  surroundings 
would  have  a much  greater  effect  in  producing 
drunkenness  than  the  same  amount  taken  in 
other  circumstances. 

6529.  Have  you  read  any  of  the  evidence 
which  has  been  adduced  before  this  Committee; 
for  instance,  the  evidence  of  one  of  your  magis- 
trates, Mr.  O’Donel  ? — I read  all  the  evidence 
which  he  gave  here  on  a former  occasion,  but  not 
what  he  has  given  here  recently. 

6530.  He  stated  here  a short  time  ago  that 
the  improvement  in  the  houses  of  the  people,  I 
speak  under  correction,  was  the  true  solution  of 
this  question ; have  you  any  observation  to  make 
upon  that  opinion  of  the  magistrate  ? — Except 
that  I think  it  perfectly  right ; I consider  that 
one  of  concomitant  causes  of  the  drunkenness  is 
the  unhealthiness  of  the  houses. 

6531.  Would  it  be  your  opinion  that  any 
legislation  on  this  subject  would  be  futile  unless  it 
ran  side  by  side,  pari  passu , with  improvement  in 
the  dwellings  of  the  poor  ? — I do  not  believe  that 
any  prohibitive  legislation  at  all  with  regard  to 
the  sale  of  drink  will  produce  any  effect 
towards  promoting  temperance.  I do  not  be- 
lieve that  prohibitive  legislation  is  a remedy 
for  the  evil. 

0.67. 


Chairman. 

6532.  Do  you  mean  in  addition  to  that  which 
at  present  exists,  or  do  you  mean  that  answer 
generally?— I do  not  know  much  about  it  iu 
Ireland  generally,  but  from  what  I have  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  I think  that  the  closing 
of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday  has  not  had  any 
beneficial  action. 

6533.  You  are  now  speaking  of  Dublin? — 
Yes,  I am  now  speaking  of  Dublin. 

6534.  When  you  stated  that  you  do  not 
believe  that  any  prohibitive  legislation  would 
have  an  appreciable  effect  upon  drunkenness,  do 
you  mean  that  you  do  not  believe  that  any  addi- 
tional prohibitive  legislation  to  what  at  present 
exists  would  be  beneficial,  or  are  we  to  take  it 
that  your  opinion  is  against  legislation  altogether? 
— In  general,  I think  not  only  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  legislation,  but  with  regard  to  past 
legislation,  that  no  legislation  short  of  suppressing 
the  breweries  and  distilleries,  and  preventing  the 
importation  of  drink  into  the  country  will  have 
any  effect  in  preventing  drunkenness. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

6535.  You  have  stated  that  that  is  your  opinion 
with  reference  only  to  Dublin ; do  not  you  think 
that  it  also  applies  to  other  provincial  cities,  such 
as  Belfast,  Cork,  and  Limerick  ? — If  they  were  in 
the  same  circumstances  as  Dublin  it  would  ; but 
I have  no  personal  experience  of  them. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6536.  You  also  mentioned  the  bad  quality  of 
the  drink  supplied  to  the  people  as  being  a fruit- 
ful source  of  intemperance  ; where  is  this  drink 
got? — It  is  got  principally  in  the  shebeens.  I 
believe  it  is  a very  well  known  fact  that  the  drink 
as  supplied  in  the  shebeens  to  the  people  who 
frequent  them  is  a mixture  made  up  of  poisonous 
compounds  which  has  a maddening  effect  upon 
those  who  drink  it. 

6537.  We  are  proceeding  upon  the  assumption 
that  shebeens  exist ; do  you  know  as  a matter  of 
fact  that  they  exist  in  Dublin  ? — The  word 
“ shebeen  ” has  a very  wide  application  ; but  I 
know  as  a matter  of  fact  that  on  Sunday  morn- 
ings even  whilst  mass  is  going  on  in  the  churches 
any  person  who  wishes  can  get  drink  in  many 
of  the  tenement  houses  in  the  city. 

Chairman. 

6538.  Do  you  mean  that  people  go  to  those 
illicit  places,  or  do  you  refer  to  the  opening  of 
licensed  houses  at  unlawful  hours? — I do  not 
mean  that ; I mean  totally  unlicensed  houses. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6539.  You  know  as  a matter  of  fact  that  drink 
can  be  had  in  such  houses  at  any  time  ? —Yes, 
during  the  forbidden  hours,  or  at  any  hour. 

6540.  And  you  say  that  there  is  a bad  class  of 
drink  sold  in  those  houses  ? — Yes. 

6541.  And  that  that  is  a fruitful  source  of 
intemperance  ? — Necessarily.  It  produces 
drunkenness  when  proper  drink  would  not  pro- 
duce it. 

6542.  Altogether  then  you  consider  that  the 
existence  of  those  shebeen  houses  is  a very  great 
evil  ? —Certainly. 

65  43.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  further  restrictions 
placed  upon  the  legitimate  trade  will  have  the 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
effect  of  increasing  the  number  of  shebeens  in 
Dublin  ? — I am  perfectly  certain  of  it,  because  if 
there  be  a demand  for  drink  that  demand  will  be 
supplied,  and  if  the  licensed  houses  and  the 
respectable  houses  are  closed  against  the  people 
who  wish  to  drink,  they  will  visit  the  other 
houses  where  they  can  get  drink. 

6544.  You  think  that  the  great  guarantee  for 
sobriety  is  that  the  respectable  houses  should 
have  the  supplying  of  whatever  demand  there  is 
for  drink  ? — Certainly,  I think  so. 

6545.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  families  of 
the  working  classes  with  regard  to  clubs  and 
shebeens? — That  is  a question  which  I could  not 
answer,  because  although  1 have  heard  a great 
deal  about  clubs,  and  made  inquiries  about  them, 
I do  not  think  that  they  exist  to  any  very  large 
extent  in  the  city ; at  least,  they  do  not  in  my 
parish.  I have  a workmen’s  club  on  Wellington 
Quay,  and,  from  all  that  I have  heard  of  it,  it  is 
a very  respectable  workmen’s  club,  and  every- 
thing that  takes  place  in  it  is  respectable.  I 
know  that  there  were  some  bogus  clubs  in  the 
parish,  but  they  have  been  suppressed;  but  if 
the  licensed  houses  were  closed,  I think  that 
those  clubs  would  arise  which  do  not  exist  to 
any  large  extent;  at  least,  not  in  my  parish  at 
present. 

6546.  You  stated  something  about  having  rival 
attractions,  and  you  spoke  about  the  want  of 
home  attractions  for  them  during  their  idle  houis; 
have  you  any  observation  to  make  upon  that 
point? — Except  that  of  course  any  person  who 
has  visited  any  of  the  Continental  cities  knows 
very  well  that  on  an  evening  there  is  a band 
playing  in  some  central  spot  attracting  a large 
number  of  working  people,  wliei-e  they  can  enjoy 
themselves  in  a legitimate  way.  If  we  had  such 
things  as  that  in  Dublin,  it  would  take  people 
away  from  their  own  filthy  homes,  and  from  the 
temptations  to  drink,  and  it  would  certainly  pre- 
vent drunkenness,  or  at  least  remove  one  of  the 
causes  which  at  present  leads  to  drunkenness. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6547.  The  climate  of  Ireland  is  not  the  same 
as  it  is  on  the  continent? — Not  at  all  times,  cer- 
tainly ; but  our  summer  is  often  as  fine  and 
pleasant  as  it  is  on  the  continent. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6548.  Are  there  not  other  attractions  put  for- 
ward for  that  purpose,  such  as  reading  rooms  ? — 
There  are  certainly. 

6549.  You  have  not  thought  the  matter  out, 
have  you  ? — No,  but  1 think  the  bands  and  other 
similar  attractions,  from  what  we  have  heard  and 
seen  of  them,  would  do  an  immense  deal  of  good. 

6550.  At  all  events  you  do  not  believe  that 
the  closing  of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday,  or 
restricting  the  hours  as  they  are  at  present, 
Avould  have  the  desired  effect  of  promoting 
temperance  ? — I do  not  think  so.  Instead  of 
promoting  temperance  it  would  promote  in- 
temperance by  promoting  home  drinking,  and 
there  would  be  an  increase  of  the  Avorst  kind  of 
intemperance,  namely,  that  amongst  the  women. 
As  I mentioned  before,  I have  had  rather  excep- 
tional opportunities  of  knowing  the  extent  of  the 
drunkenness  and  the  causes  of  it,  because  my 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
predecessor  in  the  parish  was  in  the  habit  of 
administering  the  pledge  very  extensively,  so  that 
nearly  all  the  drunkards  of  the  city  come  to  him 
to  receive  the  pledge.  I made  it  my  business  to 
ask  many  of  them  the  cause  of  their  drunkenness, 
and  I found  out  that  with  regard  to  the  drunken- 
ness amongst  women,  nine-tenths  of  them  never 
drink  in  a public-house  at  all,  and  that  the 
drunkenness  resulted  altogether  from  home 
drinking.  The  same  thing  is  true  of  a great  many 
men  whose  cases  came  under  my  observation. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6551-  Was  that  drinking  at  prohibited  hours? 
— No,  drinking  at  home  in  their  own  families. 

6552.  And  not  due  to  any  law  shutting  up 
public-houses  ? — No,  certainly  not ; but  to  men 
having  drink  in  their  houses  I think  that  home 
drinking  and  the  consequent  drunkenness  result- 
ing from  it,  would  be  very  much  increased  by 
closing  public-houses.  A iarge  proportion  of  the 
men,  as  well  as  the  women,  drink  at  home. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6553.  Was  that  the  opinion  of  your  prede- 
cessor ? — I know  that  my  predecessor  is  opposed 
to  Sunday  closing,  although  a total  abstainer 
himself,  so  far  as  a priest  can  be  a total  ab- 
stainer . 

6554.  He  is  opposed  to  Sunday  closing  as  the 
result  of  his  experience  ? — I believe  so. 

6555.  And  he  administered  the  pledge  ? — Yes. 

6556.  And  he  was  the  apostle  of  temperance  ? 
—Yes. 

6557.  And,  notwithstanding  that,  he  was 
opposed  to  Sunday  closing? — Yes. 

6558.  The  Committee  have  taken  evidence 
also  with  reference  to  the  closing  of  public-houses 
at  an  earlier  hour  on  Saturday  ; have  you  any 
opinion  to  offer  upon  that  point ; do  you  think 
that  any  good  will  result  from  earlier  closing  on 
Saturday  ? — I was  always  myself  in  favour  of 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  but  after  seeing  the 
evidence  given  by  Mr.  Harrell  with  regard  to 
the  shebeens,  for  he  said  there  were  188  shebeens 
in  the  centre  of  Dublin,  and  that  their  principal 
time  for  working  was  Saturday  evening  and 
Sunday  night,  I must  confess  that  I regard  it  now 
as  rather  a doubtful  matter. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6559.  That  is  not  Mr.  Harrell’s  evidence  ; his 
evidence  was  that  it  was  early  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing,  arising  out  of  the  late  drinking  on  Saturday 
night  ? — I only  saw'  it  in  the  newspaper,  and  as  I 
read  his  evidence  it  was  that  shebeening  was 
going  on  principally  on  Saturday  night. 

Chairman. 

6560.  This  was  Mr.  Plarrell’s  evidence.  At 
Question  816  he  was  asked,  “ Would  you  say  that 
the  convictions  for  shebeening  have  been  less  on 
Sundays  since  1878 than  before,  all  round;  take, 
first  of  all,  gross  cases  of  shebeening  ; have  they 
been  less  since  1875?”  And  his  answer 
was : “ They  have  fluctuated ; they  have  gone 
down.”  He  was  then  asked  whether  he  had  any 
return  of  that,  and  then  at  Question  818  he  was 
asked  : “ Is  it  not  a fact  that  late  drinking  on 
Saturday  night  leads  to  shebeening  far  on  into 
Sunday  morning  ? ” and  his  answer  was : “ Be 
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Chairman — continued. 

the  cause  what  it  may,  the  practice  of  shebeen- 
in0-  is  mainly  carried  on  from  between  ten  and 
eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday  night,  and  seven  or 
ei°ht  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  ” ? — That  is 
exactly  my  impression  of  what  he  stated. 

6561.  He  was  then  asked:  “When  you  speak 
of  Sunday  shebeening  you  mainly  refer  to  she- 
beening  during  the  early  hours  on  Sunday,  and 
not  to  the  shebeening  after  the  public-houses  are 
closed  on  Sunday  night  ” ? and  his  answer  was  : 

“ Precisely  so.”  He  was  then  asked : “ 13  there 
any  appreciable  shebeening  after  the  closing  on 
Sunday  evening  ” ? and  his  answer  was  that  the 
great  bulk  of  the  shebeening  was  carried  on  in 
the  late  hours  of  Saturday  night  and  the  early 
hours  of  Sunday  ? — Yes,  so  I understand  his  evi- 
dence to  have  been. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6562.  The  effect  of  the  question  which  I put 
to  Mr.  Harrell  was  this : That  late  drinking  on 
Saturday  night  produced  drunkenness  which  was 
carried  on  in  the  shebeens  late  into  the  Sunday 
morning  ?— What  I understood  him  to  say  was 
that  shebeening  was  carried  on  from  about  ten 
or  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday  night  on  to  Sunday 
morning. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6563.  In  reply  to  the  honourable  Chairman  at 
Question  415,  Mr.  Harrell  said : “ The  shebeen- 
in0-  is  carried  on  in  Dublin,  not  at  all  in  a house 
where  it  is  well  known  that  you  could  go  and 

fet  drink  every  night  in  the  week,  or  even  every 
aturday  night.  The  practice  is  that  a room 
which  is  generally  in  a greengrocer’s,  or  in  a 
very  small  shop  in  a back  street,  is  taken  for  the 
night,  and  immediately  it  becomes  known  in  the 
neighbourhood  that  in  that  room  drink  is  to  be 
had,  usually  porter,  perhaps  draught  porter,  or 
perhaps  bottled  porter.  Very  often  the  person 
who  is  doing  the  business  is  not  the  proprietor  of 
the  room  at  all.  The  owner  of  the  room  gets  a 
consideration  for  the  use  of  it  for  the  night. 
The  man  rents  it  for  the  night  for  the  sale  of  ale 
or  porter,  or  whatever  it  may  be ; and  although 
there  are  rooms  which  are  known  to  be  constantly 
used  in  that  manner,  still  a room  used  on  one 
Saturday  night  might  not  be  used  for  a month  or 
six  weeks  again,  or,  perhaps,  if  it  goes  on  safely 
on  a Saturday  night  they  might  use  it  for  the 
next  week,  but  it  is  mainly  on  Saturday  night.” 
Is  not  that  what  you  meant? — Yes,  that  is  what 
I meant. 

Chairman. 

6564.  That  taken  with  the  more  specific 
answer  where  he  fixes  the  hour  at  which  it  is 
mainly  carried  on,  reading  it  together,  makes  it 
quite  clear  that  it  is  mainly  carried  on  from 
between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday 
night  to  seven  or  eight  o’clock  on  Sunday 
morning  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6565.  Then  at  Question  416  he  is  asked : 
“ Does  that  prevail  to  any  considerable  extent 
on  Sundays,”  and  he  replied  : “ It  does ; but  it 
is  not  so  much  as  on  Saturday  night.”  Conse- 
quent upon  that  evidence  have  you  re-considered 
your  opinion?  — I say  that  this  difference  of 
0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor — continued, 
opinion  does  not  make  any  difference  whatever  with 
regard  to  my  conclusion  from  his  evidence,  be- 
cause if  shebeening  is  carried  on  on  Saturday 
night,  it  does  not  make  any  difference  at  what  hour 
the  shebeening  commences  at  present,  for  if  the 
police  are  unable  to  interfere  with  the  shebeens,  and 
prevent  it,  the  result  of  closing  the  public-houses 
at  ten  o’clock  or  at  nine  o’clock  on  the  Saturday 
night  would  be  to  throw  open  the  shebeens  to 
people  who  would  otherwise  drink  in  the  public- 
houses.  It  is  quite  clear  from  Mr.  Harrell’s 
evidence  that  the  police  are  not  able  to  cope  with 
the  shebeens. 

6566.  In  your  opinion  is  that  a far  worse 
phase  of  drinking  than  any  that  can  be  carried 
on  in  legitimate  public-houses,  conducted  in  a 
respectable  manner  ? — Yes,  for  the  reasons  that 
I have  already  given. 

Chairman. 

6567.  You  think  that  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  would  accelerate  the  opening  of  she- 
beens ? — Certainly. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

6568.  On  that  account  are  you  opposed  to  any 
further  restriction  of  the  hours  of  closing  on 
Saturday  night? — At  least  it  is  a question  on 
which  I must  say  that  the  conviction  that  I en- 
tertained before  about  the  utility  of  earlier  clos- 
ing on  Saturday  night  has  been  considerably 
shaken  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Harrell.  Of 
course,  I know  that  the  threat  evil  of  drunkenness 
exists  principally  on  Saturday  night,  and  is 
caused  by  the  Saturday  night’s  drinking,  but 
whether  you  can  stop  that  by  closing  the  public- 
houses  at  nine  o’clock  or  ten  o’clock,  or  whether 
you  will  increase  it  by  this  measure  is  very 
doubtful.  From  Mr.  Harrell’s  evidence  it  would 
appear  that  you  would  really  increase  the  drunk- 
enness by  closing  the  public-houses  earlier. 

6569.  Do  you  know  what  kind  of  drink  people 
take  home  for  consumption  at  home  ? — They  take 
whisky  and  porter. 

6570.  But  usually  they  drink  porter  in  the 
public-houses,  do  they  not? — I do  not  know.  I 
have  no  personal  experience  on  that  point. 

6571.  You  know  the  nature  of  the  two  drinks 
of  course  ; is  not  porter  a much  safer  and  more 
wholesome  drink  than  whisky  ? — You  require 
medical  evidence  for  that ; I do  not  know. 

6572.  I am  not  referring  to  the  medicinal 
qualities  of  the  respective  drinks,  but  what  I 
mean  is  which  would  you  rather  see  these  poor 
people  take,  porter  or  whisky?— I would  like 
them  to  get  it  good,  whatever  it  is. 

6573.  Do  you  not  think  that  evils  have  re- 
sulted from  the  early  closing  of  public-houses 
on  Sunday  evening  ?— I have  heard,  and  I am 
quite  convinced  that  it  is  true  that,  evils  have 
resulted  in  this  way  : Young  men  who  formerly 
came  in  to  Dublin  from  the  suburbs  to  get  a 
drink,  would  get  a drink  and  go  home  at  a 
reasonable  hour,  whereas  now  they  club  together, 
eight  or  ten  of  them,  and  they  will  order  drink 
beforehand  from  a public-house  to  be  sent  to 
some  private  house  in  a locality,  generally  not  a 
very  respectable  one,  and  there  they  remain 
drinking  as  long  as  the  drink  lasts.  I consider 

L L that 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


266  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


4 June  1888. J Rev.  P.  J.  Tynan,  d.d.  [ Continued . 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
that  that  is  worse  for  the  cause  of  temperance 
than  drinking  in  a public-house. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6574.  But  you  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
that  ? — I have  no  personal  knowledge  of  that,  but 
I have  heard  of  it  from  those  who  have,  and  I am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  it  is  so. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6575.  You  seem  to  have  given  very  consider- 
able thought  to  this  matter.  I suppose  you  con- 
sider that  the  balance  is  on  the  side  of  the  evil 
results  arising  from  early  closing  on  Sunday  ?-— 
I think  so.  I think  that  the  amount  of  evil  caused 
by  the  early  closing  on  Sunday  is  greater  than 
the  amount  of  good  that  it  may  do. 

6576.  What  is  the  opinion  generally  of  the 
parish  priests  in  Dublin  upon  this  subject? — If 
not  the  unanimous  opinion,  certainly  the  opinion 
of  the  immense  majority  of  them  is  against 
Sunday  closing. 

Chairman. 

6577.  What  do  you  say  about  Saturday  ? — 
With  regard  to  Saturday,  I do  not  know,  but  I 
believe  that  the  parish  priests  of  the  city  are 
under  the  same  opinion  as  I was  under  myself  for 
a very  long  time  until  this  evidence  of  Mr.  Har- 
rell’s turned  up. 

6578.  Even  if  the  shebeening  could  be  effec- 
tually grappled  with,  would  you  revert  to  your 
former  views  ? — Certainly,  without  doubt. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6579.  But  you  do  not  consider  that  the  police 
are  capable  of  grappling  with  the  evil  of  shebeen- 
ing?— 'I  think  it  is  quite  certain  from  Mr.  Har- 
rell’s evidence ; and  I know  perfectly  well  that 
there  are  houses  in  the  city  where  drink  can  be 
got  which  are  not  known  to  the  police  at  all. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6580.  In  any  great  city  under  any  law  that 
could  be  created  there  will  be  violations  of  that 
law,  will  there  not  ? — Quite  so,  but  what  is  the 
use  of  a law  if  it  does  riot  produce  any  good 
result. 

6581.  Do  you  know  of  any  law  affecting  any 
subject  which  is  not  broken  ? — No,  but  if  a law 
has  for  its  object  the  prevention  of  intemperance, 
and  if  the  effect  of  the  law  is  the  promotion  of 
intemperance,  I do  not  see  the  use  of  the  law. 

Chairman. 

6582.  Although  you  said  that  shebeening 
exists,  you  are  not  able  to  state  to  us,  and  I 
suppose  you  are  not  able  to  give  us  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  exact  extent  to  which  this  shebeen- 
ing has  gone.  Mr.  Harrell’s  evidence  was 
chiefly  as  to  the  hours,  and  he  tells  us  that  it 
was  on  Saturday  night,  and  then  he  goes  on  to 
define  what  he  means  by  Saturday  night  after 
the  closing  of  the  public-houses ; you  are  afraid, 
as  I understand  your  evidence,  that  the  closing 
of  the  public-houses  will  accelerate  the  openin° 
of  the  shebeens  ? — The  shebeens  practically  are 
open  all  day  and  all  night. 


Mr.  Jacobi/. 

6583.  Even. when  the  public-houses  are  open? 
— Certainly,  any  person  can  get  drink  in  the 
shebeens,  even  when  the  public -houses  are 
open. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6584.  Why  should  he  not  go  there,  instead  of 
gomg  to  the  pub  lie- house? — The  drink  is  there 
and  people  go  and  get  it  there. 

Chairman. 

6585.  You  say  that  the  temptation  to  go  to 
the  shebeens  begins  mainly  when  the  public- 
houses  close  ? — Many  people  who  use  the  public- 
houses,  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  would  <?o 
to  the  shebeens. 

6586.  Then  so  long  as  the  public-houses  are 
open  there  is  not  the  strong  temptation  to  go 
into  the  shebeens,  but  when  the  public-houses 
are  closed  you  say  that  the  shebeen  work  com- 
mences, and  you  are  afraid  that  the  acceleration 
of  the  shebeening  would  tend  to  increase  the 
evils  which,  in  your  opinion,  come  from  Sunday 
closing ; we  know  from  Mr.  Harrell  that  shebeen- 
ing does  exist,  but  we  do  not  know  the  extent  to 
which  it  prevails  ; have  you  any  knowledge  upon 
that  point  ? — I know  that  in  the  poorer  districts 
of  my  parish  there  are  very  few  places  in  which 
there  are  not  shebeens ; that  is  to  say,  there  are 
very  many  houses  in  which  a man  may  get  drink 
if  he  wishes  to  get  it. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

6587.  What  is  the  population  of  your  parish  ? 
— Between  17,000  and  18,000. 

Chairman. 

6588.  You  mean  tbat  drink  may  be  got  in  the 
tenement  houses  ? — In  the  tenements ; there 
may  be  little  greengrocers’  shops  on  the  bottom 
floor,  but  in  the  tenement  houses  upstairs.  I do 
not  know  whether  you  know  Temple  Bar,  for 
instance  ; that  might  be  an  example.  I refer  to 
localities  of  that  kind. 

6589.  Your  opinion  is  that  the  low  class  of 
houses  practically  are  the  cause  of  drunkenness  ? 
Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6590.  And  that  there  are  a certain  number 
where  they  are  known  to  supply  it  ?—  Certainly. 

6591.  Mr.  Harrell  says  that  there  are  188 
houses  well  known  to  the  police  ; there  are  many 
more  than  that,  I suppose? — I would  imagine 
that  there  must  be  a great  many  more.  What  I 
understand  by  shebeen  may  be  a different  thing 
to  what  the  police  understand  ; they  may  under- 
stand  a house  which  they  know  to  be  kept  open 
for  the  supply  of  food  as  well  as  for  the  sale  of 
drink ; but  I understand  not  only  those  houses 
but  others  in  which  drink  alone  is  illicitly  sold. 

Chairman. 

6592.  For  the  purpose  of  this  inquiry,  a shebeen 
is  an  unlicensed  place  where  a man  who  wants  to 
get  drink  can  get  it?— Yes,  and  I should  say 
that  their  number  must  be  considerably  over  188. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6593.  Have  you  observed  an  agitation  con- 
cerning this  question  in  Dublin  ? — JT have. 

6594.  You 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

6594.  You  have  observed  it  both  from  the  one 
point  of  view  and  the  other  ; what  is  your  opinion 
as  to  the  agitation  in  favour  of  restricting  the 
trade  in  Dublin  and  elsewhere? — That  is  the 
third  reason  that  I have  for  opposing  Sunday 
closing  The  reasons  that  I have  already  given 
you  are,  first,  that  I think  Sunday  closing  is 
opposed  to  the  cause  of  temperance ; secondly, 
that  it  is  opposed  to  the  cause  of  morality, 
because  home  drinking  will  lead  to  the  demo- 
ralisation of  the  wife  and  family ; 1 know  from 
experience,  that  Sunday  closing,  by  promoting 
home  drinking,  will  in  the  result  not  only 
injure  temperance,  but  also  injure  morality. 
My  third  reason  for  opposing  Sunday  closing  is 
the  one  which  you  probably  alluded  to  in  the 
question  which  you  have  asked  me,  that  is  the 
religious  point  of  view. 

6595.  Would  you  be  so  good  as  to  give  us 
your  opinion  upon  that  point  ? — I consider  that 
the  agitation  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  is  based 
upon  Sabbatarian  views. 

6596.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  a genuine  agita- 
tion?— I think  that  its  object  is  not  so  much  to 
support  temperance  as  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting certain  pharisaical  views  regarding  the 
observance  of  the  Sabbath ; and  those  views  are 
not  the  views  of  the  Catholic  population  of  Dublin. 

I wish  to  read  a couple  of  extracts,  very  short 
ones,  from  the  speeches  of  gentlemen  who  assisted 
at  meetings  for  the  promotion  of  this  Bill  for 
Sunday  Closing ; they  are  taken  from  the  “Daily 
Express.” 

6597.  You  wish  to  read  them  with  a view  of 
making  some  observations  upon  them? — Yes;  I 
wish  to  show  this  Committee  that,  so  far  as  the 
promoters  of  Sunday  closing  are  concerned,  I 
do  not  think  that  their  object  is  so  much  to 
suppress  intemperance  as  to  force  certain.  Sab- 
batarian views  upon  the  Catholic  population  of 
Dublin  which  are  opposed  to  their  religious 
views,  and,  therefore,  I would  refer  to  the  report 
in  the  “ Daily  Express”  of  Thursday,  the  15th 
of  March  1888.  We  have  an  account  thereof 
two  meetings  held  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
an  agit  ation  in  support  of  Sunday  closing ; so  far 
as  I am  aware,  they  are  the  only  two  meetings 
that  have  been  held  on  the  subject  in  Dublin 
since  this  question  was  introduced.  I may  be 
wrong,  but  I have  not  seen  any  account  of  any 
other  meeting.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Gregg  Memorial  Hall,  and  was  presided 
over  by 'the  Protestant  Archbishop  of  Dublin. 
In  proposing  the  first  resolution,  the  Reverend 
Canon  Neligan  said,  “This  was  not  simply  a 
total  abstinence  question,  although  it  necessarily 
entered  into  the  movement,  and  the  blue-ribbon 
men  had  the  advantage  of  their  thorough  earnest- 
ness that  they  carried  all  laggards  forward.  He 
regarded  the  question  as  an  essentially  moral, 
and,  therefore,  a religious  one.  Above  all,  he 
looked  upon  it  as  a Sabbath  question,  one  in 
which  no  one  had  a right  to  interfere  unless  he 
held  the  sacred  institution  of  the  Sabbath.” 
A second  meeting  was  held  in  Ratlimines  Town 
Hall,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Paul  Askin.  The 
chairman,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  in  open- 
ing the  meeting,  is  reported  to  have  said  as  fol- 
lows : “ He  had  always  been  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing,  because  in  the  first  place  he  thought 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
they  should  remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep 
it  holy,  and  not  to  turn  it  into  a day  of  revelry 
and  levity.”  Another  speaker  at  the  same  meeting, 
Mi‘.  Abraham  Shackleton,  in  closing  his  speech,  is 
reported  to  have  said  as  follows : “ He  noticed  that 
a meeting  in  the  interest  of  the  publicans  was 
about  to  be  held  in  the  Rotunda,  and  he  regretted 
to  see  that  it  was  to  be  presided  over  by  Aider- 
man  Winstanley.  While  Alderman  W instanley 
confined  himself  to  making  boots  and  shoes,  he 
had  no  interest  in  the  keeping  open  of  public- 
houses,  but  since  he  had  become  a director  of  a 
distillery  in  Dublin  his  position  was  of  course 
altered.  When  they  saw  men,  who  professed  to 
be  moral  and  religious  men,  attending  their 
places  of  worship  on  Sunday,  and  saying  their 
prayers,  he  could  not  help  saying  that  such  men 
discredited  the  Sabbath  when  they  bought  shares 
in  Guinness’s  Brewery,  or  public-houses  which 
they  kept  open  on  Sunday.”  This,  I can  say,  is 
only  a fair  sample  of  the  speeches  that  were 
made  at  the  meetings  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing. 

6598.  Then  you  think  that  that  agitation  was 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  Sabbatarian  views 
amongst  Roman  Catholics? — Yes,  for  forcing. 
Sabbatarian  views  upon  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Dublin. 

6599.  The  Roman  Catholic  population  are  of 
an  entirely  different  opinion  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Sabbath  may  be  spent? — Certainly. 

6600.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Roman  Catholics 
that  it  is  not  an  unholy  thing  to  take  rational 
recreation  on  Sunday? — No;  the  Catholic 
observance  of  the  Sabbath  is  that,  first  of  all, 
people  must  attend  to  certain  religious  duties, 
afterwards  they  may  take  rational  enjoyment. 

6601.  The  Roman  Catholics,  I say,  do  not 
consider  it  unholy  to  take  rational  enjoyment  on 
Sunday? — In  every  Catholic  country  in  the 
world  people  take  rational  enjoyment  on  Sunday, 
and  in  every  Catholic  country  in  the  world,  as 
far  as  I know,  the  sale  of  drink  is  allowed,  on 
Sundays ; even  in  the  Papal  States,  at  the  time 
that  the  Pope  had  possession  of  his  own  States, 
the  sale  of  drink  was  allowed  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  T.  fV.  Russell. 

6602.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Protestants  are 
opposed  to  rational  enjoyment  on  Sunday  ? — I am 
not  aware. 

Chairman. 

6603.  Your  evidence  is  that  you  believe  that 
the  object  of  a great  portion  of  this  agitation 
is  to  put  forward  certain  views  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  not  so  much  with  a view  to  the  promotion  of 
temperance  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  view. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6604.  You  have  expressed  your  vieAvs  rather 
from  a moral  than  a theological  point  of  view  ? — 
No ; I have  expressed  those  views  as  one  of  my 
reasons  for  being  opposed  to  Sunday  closing. 
Upon  this  point  I say  that  I regard,  as  every 
Catholic  must  regard,  Sabbatarianism  as  wrong  ; 
and  if  the  object  of  the  Sunday  closing  agitation  is 
to  force  Sabbatarianism  on  the  people,  1 must  reject 
it  and  oppose  it,  but  I do  not  want  to  enter  into 
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Mr.  Peter  McDonald — continued, 
any  theological  controversy  with  regard  to  the 
views  of  Sabbatarians. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6605.  From  your  experience,  and  from  your 
acquaintance  with  the  opinions  of  others,  you  are 
strongly  of  opinion,  are  you  not,  that  any  further 
restriction  on  the  conduct  of  the  legitimate  trade 
would  not  be  productive  of  any  good  ? — With 
regard  to  Sunday,  certainly ; with  regard  to 
Saturday  evening,  of  course  what  I said  before 
applies,  that  if  the  police  can  guarantee  the  pre- 
vention of  shebeening  on  Saturday  evening  I 
certainly  would  be  in  favour  of  early  closing  on 
Saturday. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6606.  You  have  read  Mr.  Harrell’s  evidence, 
and  you  are  aware  that  Mr.  Harrell  laid  great 
stress  upon  an  amendment  of  the  law  which 
would  enable  the  police  to  deal  with  the  keeping 
of  drink  for  sale  as  well  as  the  the  actual  sale  as 
ascertained  by  seeing  it,  and  that  if  they  had 
that  enactment  they  could  deal  more  effectually 
with  shebeening? — I would  suggest  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  get  that  first. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6607.  He  did  not  say  that  they  would  be  able 
to  deal  with  it  so  as  to  crush  it  out  altogether  ? — 
I cannot  give  an  opinion  upon  that  subject 
except  from  my  experience  since  I became  a 
parish  priest.  I could  hardly  be  expected  to 
offer  an  opinion  upon  an  alteration  of  the  law. ' 

6608.  You  think  that  further  restrictions  would 
produce  much  more  evil  than  good? — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

6609.  I want  to  eliminate  the  religious  ques- 
tion altogether,  and  apart  from  the  Sunday.  Of 
course,  on  Sunday  all  the  factories  are  closed, 
and  it  is  a holiday  for  the  working  people? — 
Yes. 

6610.  In  your  opinion,  is  there  not  a greater 
temptation  to  the  working  classes  on  a day  when 
thay  have  not  their  ordinary  work,  to  go  into  public- 
houses  ? — Yes;  but  there  is  the  danger  of  drunk- 
enness at  home  if  the  public-houses  were  closed, 
because  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  the  re- 
sult would  be  that  those  men  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  drinking  on  Sunday  would  get  the  drink 
in  on  Saturday  nights,  and  they  would  not  keep 
it  over  until  Sunday,  but  would  be  drinking  it 
all  night. 

6611.  You  admit  that  they  have  a great  temp- 
tation to  go  into  the  public-house  on  a day, 
whether  it  is  a Sunday  or  a holiday,  when  the 
men  are  not  working,  the  public-houses  being 
opened  ? — Certainly. 

6612.  Supposing  that  shebeening  could  be 
practically  dealt  with;  supposing  a law  to  be 
made  which  would  practically  render  shebeen- 
ing impossible,  would  you  still  adhere  to  your 
opinion  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have 
the  public-houses  open  on  Sunday? — Yes,  be- 
cause my  reason  for  being  opposed  to  Sunday 
closing  is,  that  Sunday  closing  will  never  prevent 
home  drinking.  No  law  that  you  can  pass  will 
prevent  a man  from  buying  drink  on  Saturday 
night  and  bringing  it  to  his  home  and  drinking  it 
there. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

6613.  In  your  opinion  how  many  public-houses 
are  there  in  your  parish  ? — I am  not  quite  certain 
that  I know  the  figure. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

6614.  They  are  pretty  numerous,  are  they  not? 
— Yes,  they  are  pretty  numerous. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

6615.  You  say  that  there  "is  a great  amount  of 
drunkenness  amongst  the  women  in  the  parish  ? 
— Yes,  not  only  in  the  parish,  but  in  the  city 
generally. 

6616.  Taking  your  own  parish,  you  attribute 
nine-tenths  of  the  drunkenuess  of  the  women  to 
home  drinking? — Yes. 

6617.  Do  I understand  that  in  your  opinion  if 
public-houses  were  open  up  to  twelve  o’clock  on 
Saturday  night  and  the  whole  of  Sunday  that  it 
would  prevent  shebeening  and  home  drinking  ? — 
No  law  that  you  pass  with  regard  to  closing  public- 
houses  will  prevent  home  drinking,  and  not  only 
will  it  not  prevent  home  drinking,  but  it  will 
increase  home  drinking. 

6618.  If  you  kept  the  public-houses  open  say 
the  whole  of  Sunday  and  kept  them  open  till 
twelve  o’clock  on  Saturday  night,  would  that  in 
any  way  lessen  the  home  drinking? — Yes,  I 
suppose  so. 

6619.  As  regards  shebeening,  is  it  not  the  fact 
that  shebeening  exists,  even  though  the  public- 
houses  are  open  on  Sundays? — Yes. 

6620.  So  that  practically  the  closing  of  the 
public-houses  makes  very  little  perceptible 
difference  in  respect  of  the  number  of  shebeens? 
— Respecting  the  number,  yes;  but  with  respect 
to  the  operation  of  the  shebeens,  it  makes  an 
immense  difference. 

6621'.  But  unfortunately  the  habit  of  shebeen- 
ing exists  concurrently  with  the  public-houses? 
— Yes,  where  there  is  a demand  for  drink  the 
drink  will  be  supplied. 

6i>22.  How  do  you  account  for  the  existence 
of  that  habit  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Dublin  ? 
— It  is  not  altogether  their  drinking  habits ; it  is 
partly  their  poverty. 

Chairman. 

6623.  I think  you  said  that  Dublin  compared 
not  disadvantageous^  with  Glasgow? — No,  it 
does  not ; I have  no  personal  experience,  but  I 
take  it  upon  the  testimony  of  clergymen  who 
have  lived  in  Glasgow,  and  also  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6624.  Is  that  opinion  formed  upon  the  Irish 
population  of  those  cities,  or  upon  the  general 
population  ? — Upon  the  general  population. 

Mi-.  Jacoby. 

6625.  Do  you  think  that  the  present  hours  of 
keeping  public-houses  open  ought  not  to  be 
curtailed  ; that  is  to  say,  in  consequence  of  what 
you  have  read  of  Mr.  Harrell’s  evidence  you 
have  changed  your  views  respecting  Saturday 
night ; what  ivas  your  original  view  respecting 
Saturday  night  and  the  hours  of  closing  ? — In  the 
first  place  there  is  more  evil  done  by  Saturday 
night  drinking  than  by  any  other  drinking  during 
the  week,  and  I thought  that  if  the  public- 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

houses  were  closed  earlier  on  Saturday  night 
that  drinking  would  be  decreased. 

6626.  Have  you  thought  of  any  particular 
hour? — I thought  of  ten  o’clock,  because  I am 
altogether  opposed  to  closing  at  nine,  for  this 
reason,  that  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  at 
nine  o’clock  the  people  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
frequenting  them  would  not  go  home,  but  would 
probably  go  to  shebeens. 

6627.  You  said  you  thought  that  ten  o’clock 
was  the  right  hour  for  closing  on  Saturday  night  ? 
— Yes. 

6628.  But  with  regard  to  the  hour  of  closing 
on  Sunday  you  would  make  no  alteration  in  the 
law  ? — I do  not  see  the  utility  of  any  alteration 
whatever  with  regard  to  Sunday. 

6629.  At  the  same  time,  I think  you  say  that 
if  shebeening  could  be  practically  dealt  with,  and 
if  people  could  go  to  respectable  public-houses, 
you  do  not  see  any  occasion  for  an  alteration  of 
the  law? — Precisely  so. 

6630.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the 
bona  fide  traveller  clause  ? — .Not  very  much ; 
here  in  London,  I believe,  a person  can  get  a 
penny  ticket  and  go  in  and  get  drink  in  a railway 
station  as  a bona,  fide  traveller. 

6631.  Are  you  in  favour  of  increasing  the 
distance  ? — 1 do  not  think  that  you  would  do  any 
good  by  legislating  on  that  subject,  any  more 
than  by  closing  public-houses  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6632.  There  is  a branch  of  the  question  which 
has  been  very  much  investigated  here,  although 
I did  not  ask  you  any  question  about  it,  but  do 
not  you  think  that  it  would  be  a great  hardship 
to  a number  of  young  men  in  Dublin  city  who 
walk  out  into  the  country  if  they  could  not  get 
some  refreshment  at  the  end  of  a reasonable 
distance  ? — I think  so. 

6633.  Do  not  you  think  that  six  miles  would 
be  too  far  to  insist  upon  for  a walk  before  a man 
got  any  refreshment? — I am  opposed  to  any 
change  in  the  law  with  regard  to  the  bond  fide 
traveller.  I do  not  think  that  any  good  has  been 
done  even  by  that  law. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

6634.  You  have  quoted  from  oneof  the  speeches 
which  were  made  in  Dublin,  the  sentiment 
“Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.” 
Do  you  approve  of  that  sentiment? — Certainly  I 
approve  most  highly  of  that  sentiment,  and  I 
endeavour  to  inculcate  it  upon  the  people. 

6635.  And  do  you  think  that  the  best  way  to 
carry  out  that  precept  is  to  keep  the  public-houses 
open  ? — The  worst  way  of  carrying  it  out  is  by 
harassing  Sabbatarian  agitation.  I certainly 
approve  of  scripture,  as  it  is  the  word  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  but  I do  not  believe  in  Sabba- 
tarianism. 

6636.  “The  League  of  the  Cross”  is  not  a 
Sabbatarian  band ; do  you  belong  to  the  League 
of  the  Cross? — No,  I do  not. 

6637.  Do  you  know  what  is  its  object  ? — The 
prevention  of  intemperance  I think  is  the  object 
of  it. 

6638.  Do  they  speak  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  ? — I do  not  know  what  they  speak  about. 

0.67. 
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Mr.  William  Johnston — continued. 

6639.  Are  you  aware  that  a number  of  bishops 
in  Ireland  are  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ? — Of 
Sunday  closing  in  the  city  of  Dublin ; I am 
not. 

6640.  And  of  the  number  of  bishops  in  other 
parts  of  Ireland? — In  many  parts  of  Ireland 
Sunday  closing  was  introduced  long  before  the 
agitation,  with  the  consent  of  the  people,  and 
with  very  good  results ; but  it  is  not  as  easy  to 
introduce  it  in  the  city  as  it  is  in  the  country. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6641.  The  honourable  Member  has  asked  you 
whether  the  bishops  of  Ireland  are  opposed  to  it 
or  not ; we  have  heard  the  expression  of  opinion 
of  ten  bishops  of  Ireland  out  of  the  whole  number, 
and  I wish  to  have  it  clearly  understood  that  ten 
bishops  of  Ireland  are  not  the  bishops  of  Ireland  ? 
— No ; besides  I have  not  answered  the  question 
fully  with  regard  to  the  answer  given  by  those 
ten  bishops.  I do  not  think  that  any  one  of  them 
said  that  he  approved  of  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin 
city. 

Chairman. 

6642.  I quite  understood  throughout  that  your 
evidence  referred  to  Dublin? — Yes,  to  Dublin 
only. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

6643.  Do  you  approve  of  Sunday  closing  for 
the  rest  of  Ireland? — I have  nothing  to  say 
for  ^ the  rest  of  Ireland ; I speak  merely  for 
Dublin. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

6644.  Just  in  connection  with  what  you  have 
been  saying,  would  you  say  that  the  bishops  of 
the  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland  do,  broadly 
speaking,  represent  the  views  of  the  Church  and 
the  clergy  on  this  matter  ? — I should  say  so. 

6645.  I think  you  said  that  your  view  was  that 
there  was  no  body  of  persons  so  capable  of  forming 
a correct  opinion  upon  this  question  as  the 
Catholic  clergy? — Yes;  the  Catholic  working 
clergy.  The  Catholic  working  clergy,  in  the 
discharge  of  their  parochial  duties,  visit  the  homes 
of  the  poor,  to  administer  the  sacraments  to  them 
in  their  homes,  and  so  come  in  daily  contact  with 
them;  and  they  must  necessarily  know  more 
about  the  habits  of  the  people  than  any  other 
body,  at  least  of  their  home  habits. 

6646.  Would  not  you  say  that  the  bishops, 
from  their  official  position,  would  represent  the 
views  of  the  Catholic  clergy? — Of  course  where 
the  bishops  have  consulted  the  clergy  before 
expressing  an  opinion,  they  represent  the  views 
of  the  clergy  ; but  it  oftentimes  occurs  that  an 
expression  of  opinion  may  be  drawn  from  an 
individual  bishop  that  he  would  not  approve  of 
himself  afterwards.  I have  known  that  to  be  so 
in  the  case  of  Cardinal  Maccabe,  and  also  in  the 
case  of  Cardinal  Cullen. 

6647.  But  still  must  not  this  be  a matter 
which  has  frequently  been  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bishops  and  clergy ; I mean  the  con- 
dition of  things  with  regard  to  drunkenness  ?■ — 
Certainly ; and,  of  course,  they  adopt  their  own 
means  to  prevent  drunkenness.  There  is,  in  the 
first  place,  the  establishment  of  Sodalities,  in 
which  there  are  a great  many  members.  The 
members  of  these  Sodalities,  though  not  total 
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Mi\  Rowntree — continued, 
abstainers,  are  still  bound  to  be  temperate,  and 
any  person  who  is  found  to  be  intemperate  is 
expelled  from  the  Sodality.  Those  Sodalities  are 
very  numerous  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6648.  Have  you  any  in  connection  with  your 
church? — Yes,  there  are  three  in  connection 
with  my  church. 

Mr.  Roiontree. 

6649.  You  spoke,  I think,  of  your  fear,  or 
rather  of  your  belief,  that  the  basis  of  the  agita- 
tion for  Sunday  closing  was  the  Sabbatarian 
views  with  which  you  do  not  agree,  but  is  it  not 
the  fact  that  in  two  Catholic  dioceses  in  Ireland 
Sunday  closing  was  carried  out  before  the  Sun- 
day Closing  Act  became  law  ; that,  in  fact,  this 
movement  was  not  only  suggested,  but  actually 
put  into  effect  over  a considerable  portion  of  the 
country  by  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  Catholic 
Church  ?— It  is  a fact.  Sunday  closing  from  a 
religious  point  of  view  is  a perfectly  indifferent 
thin u,  but  if  a certain  number  of  persons  with 
a certain  object;  the  object,  for  instance,  of 
forcing  Sabbatarian  views  on  the  country;  insist 
upon  Sunday  closing,  then  I consider  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  religion  to  allow  it, 
although  it  is  a pei'fectly  indifferent  mattei',  so 
far  as  religion  is  concerned,  whether  a house  is 
open  or  closed  on  Sunday.  Although  Sunday 
closing  was  carried  out  in  those  dioceses  you  refer 
to,  it  was  independent  altogether  of  the  present 
agitation  for  Sunday  closing,  and  had  no  con- 
nection whatever  with  it. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6650.  Are  you  aware  that  any  of  these  bishops 
have  modified  their  views  with  regard  to  the 
voluntary  closing  of  public-houses  in  those  dis- 
tricts ? — No,  I have  no  evidence  upon  that  point. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

6651.  You  have  spoken  very  strongly  of  the 
evils  of  home  drinking;  as  this  is  the  worst  phase 
of  drinking,  would  you  draw  any  distinction  as 
between  the  different  classes  of  the  community 
with  regard  to  it? — The  home  drinking  I refer  to 
is  home  drinking  amongst  ihe  artizan  and  labour- 
ing classes ; I do  not  refer  to  other  classes. 

6652.  Where  would  you  draw  the  line?— I 
speak  merely  from  my  own  experience  regarding 
the  evils  of  home  drinking  amongst  those  that 
come  to  me  to  take  the  pledge  ; whether  they 
belong  to  the  upper  or  lower  classes  of  society, 
or  what  class  they  belong  to,  it  is  all  the  same. 
I find  that  the  greatest  evils  of  drunkenness 
result  from  home  drinking,  and  not  from  drinking 
in  public-houses. 

6653.  If  so,  where  does  the  temptation  end ; 
is  it  with  the  income  of  a man  ; I did  not  quite 
gather  whether  you  would  apply  it  to  all  classes 
and  to  all  ranks  of  life  ? — I did  not  do  that. 

6654.  I understood  you  to  say  that  persons 
drinking  in  their  homes  really  was  the  evil 
that  had  to  be  grappled  with  ? — Yes. 

6655.  Does  not  that  apply  to  the  homes  of  all 
classes  very  much  alike  ? — I should  say  not.  I 
should  say  that  it  applies  more  to  the  poorer 


Mr.  Rowntree — continued, 
classes.  The  temptation  to  a poor  woman  to 
drink,  if  she  has  drink  under  her  hand,  is  greater 
than  the  temptation  would  be  to  a woman  in 
another  station  in  society.  If  a woman  is  addicted 
to  drink  in  the  higher  classes  of  society  she 
knows  the  consequence,  that  she  will  be  excluded 
from  society,  but  that  is  not  the  case  among  the 
lower  classes. 

6656.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  poor  know 
the  consequence  quite  as  sadly  as  the  rich  do  ? 
— They  do. 

6657.  I think  there  are  in  Dublin  some  1,000 
houses,  or  very  nearly  that  number,  where  drink 
is  always  present ; have  you  noticed . the  ill 
effects  of  that  in  particular  ? — I have  noticed  the 
ill  effects  of  it  in  the  cases  that  came  under  my 
own  observation. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6658.  You  were  secretary  to  the  late  Cardinal 
Cullen  ; you  have  not  told  the  Committee  what 
the  views  of  Cardinal  Cullen  were,  upon  this 
question? — Cardinal  Cullen  was  not  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing ; he  was  in  favour  of  earlier 
closing  on  Saturday  evenings. 

6659.  Are  you  aware  that  he  was  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  ?— Yes  ; 
but  I am  aware  how  he  was  taken  in  in  the 
matter. 

6660.  Taken  in  by  whom  ?— I am  speaking  of 
the  six  years  that  elapsed  before  the  death  of 
Cardinal  Cullen.  I remember  on  one  occasion  a 
deputation  came  asking  Cardinal  Cullen  to  sup- 
port Sunday  closing,  and  he  refused  to  do  so, 
unless  early  closing  on  Saturday  evening  was 
added.  'Ihe  deputation  gave  him  a distinct 
promise  (at  least  I had  it  from  his  own  lips  ; I 
was  not  present)  that  they  would  add  on  early 
Saturday  closing  to  Sunday  closing.  On  that 
condition  his  name  appeared  as  a promoter 
of  what  you  call  the  Sunday  Closing  Associa- 
tion, but  he  was  very  bitterly  disappointed  when 
he  saw  afterwards  that  early  Saturday  closing 
was  not  added  on  according  to  the  promise  given 
him.  He  was  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ; that 
is  to  say  he  would  give  in  on  that  point  if  the 
Sunday  Closing  Association  would  give  in  upon 
the  other. 

6661.  That  being  so,  and  the  two  Bills  before 
us  now  being  both  for  Sunday  and  Saturday 
closing,  that  meets  Cardinal  Cullen’s  position. 
The  point  is  this  : your  answer  is  that  Cardinal 
Cullen  gave  way  on  Sunday  closing  if  Saturday 
early  closing  was  added  ? — Y es,  certainly . 

6662.  This  Committee  have  two  Bills,  both  of 
them  read  a second  time  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, before  them  now,  one  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing,  and  the  other  in  favour  of  early  Saturday 
night  closing.  I ask  you  does  that  meet  Cardinal 
Cullen’s  original  position? — That  would  meet 
Cardinal  Cullen’s  position  at  that  time.  What 
Cardinal  Cullen  would  say  now  if  he  were  alive 
I do  not  know. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6663.  At  that  time  the  public-houses  were 
open  until  eleven  on  Sundays,  were  they  not?— 
I am  not  quite  certain  on  that  matter ; it  was 
about  1876  or  1877. 

6664.  As 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

0664.  As  to  Cardinal  M'Cabe,  what  was  Car- 
dinal M'Cabe’s  opinion  upon  it  ? — 1 have  heard 
that  Cardinal  M'Cabe,  when  parish  priest  of 
Kingstown,  gave  evidence  before  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  against  Sunday- 
closing. 

6665.  Are  you  aware  that  he  gave  evidence 
strongly  in  favour  of  Saturday  early  closing  ? — 
I am  not  aware  of  it ; if  you  say  so,  I accept 
it;  practically  there  was  a unanimous  opinion 
amongst  the  clergy  at  the  time  that  Saturday 
early  closing  would  be  desirable. 

6666.  Are  you  aware  that  Cardinal  M'Cabe 
signed  a declaration  in  favour  of  the  application 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  Dublin? — Yes,  a 
couple  of  years  before  his  death. 

6667.  And  that  he  never  withdrew  it? — In 
public,  no ; in  private,  yes. 

6668.  He  never  withdrew  it  from  the  Associa- 
tion to  which  he  gave  it  ? — Not  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

6669.  Do  you  mean  to  advance  that  Cardinal 
M£Cabe  said  one  thing  in  private  and  another  in 
public? — Cardinal  M‘Cabe  was  worried  very 
much  by  many  persons  before  his  death,  and  his 
failing  health  made  him  approve  of  certain 
things  which  afterwards  he  disapproved  of,  and 
amongst  those  was  the  declaration  which  he 
signed  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing. 

6670.  You  never  heard  him  disapprove  of 
early  Saturday  closing  ? — No,  never. 

Chairman. 

6671.  At  a certain  date  you  stated  that  there 
was  a unanimous  opinion  amongst  the  clergy  in 
favour  of  early  Saturday  night  closing ; were 
they  agreed  upon  the  hour  that  it  should  be  ? — I 
cannot  say  that  they  were. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6672.  Are  you  able  to  say  at  this  moment  that 
the  catholic  clergy  of  Dublin  have  changed  their 
opinions  as  to  early  Saturday  closing  ? — I cannot 
say  that  they  have. 

6673.  Have  you  any  evidence  to  support  that? 
— 1 have  no  evidence  to  support  it. 

6674.  You  having  stated  to  this  Committee 
that  that  was  practically  the  unanimous  feeling 
at  that  time,  and  there  being  no  evidence  to  sup- 
port the  contention  that  they  had  changed  their 
minds,  ought  we,  until  that  evidence  is  given,  to 
take  the  opinion  which  previously  existed,  as 
their  present  opinion? — That  is  a matter  for 
yourselves  to  determine. 

6675.  Regarding  drunkenness  in  Dublin  you 
have  given  as  the  first  cause  of  it,  poverty ; do 
not  you  think  that  a great  deal  of  that  poverty 
is.  caused  by  drunkenness  ? — Some  of  it,  cer- 
tainly, but  drinking  would  not  account  for  all  the 
poverty  that  exists  in  Dublin ; it  is  want  of  em- 
ployment. 

6676.  Where  the  employment  is  steady  do  you 
know  of  any  drunkenness? — May  I ask  what  you 
mean  ? 

6677.  I ask  you  the  question,  where  employ- 
ment is  steady  and  constant,  do  you  know  of  the 
existence  of  drinking  and  of  consequent  poverty ; 
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in  other  words,  do  you  think  that  the  homes  of 
the  artizan  classes  in  Dublin  are  what  they  ought 
to  be  and  what  they  might  be  but  for  this  drink  ? 

Certainly,  they  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be. 

6678.  And  that  the  cause  of  it  is  partly  drink  ? 
— Partly  drink. 

6679.  Now  let  us  go  to  the  attractions  to  which 
you  referred.  You  are  aware  that  we  have  right 
in  the  centre  of  the  city  a park,  such  as  scarcely 
any  other  city  in  the  empire  possesses,  Stephen’s 
Green? — Yes. 

6680.  Are  you  aware  that  a band  plays  there 
every  Saturday  night? — Yes,  but  that  is  not  suf- 
ficient. 

6681.  .You  are  aware  that  Saturday  is  the  most 
fatal  drinking  day.  You  stated  so,  I think,  in 
the  evidence  which  you  have  given,  so  that  the 
effect  of  this  attraction  has  not  made  any 
appreciable  inroad  upon  drunkenness  on  Satur- 
day night  ? — Those  are  matters  which  I have 
nothing  in  the  world  to  say  to. 

6682.  You  have  told  us  as  a matter  of  opinion 
that  bands  would  do  good  ? — No,  I did  not  give 
that  as  a matter  of  opinion,  but  I said  that  attrac- 
tions sufficient  to  draw  people  away  from  their 
own  homes,  and  from  the  temptations  of  drinking, 
would  do  good ; I merely  gave  as  an  instance  the 
bands  in  Continental  cities,  but  I did  not  say 
that  one  band  in  a large  city  like  Dublin  would 
be  a sufficient  attraction  to  bring  people  away 
from  their  homes  and  from  public-houses. 

6683.  Of  late  years  have  not  those  attractions 
greatly  multiplied  ? — I am  not  aware  that  they 
have. 

6684.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  corporation 
have  adopted  free  libraries  and  reading-rooms  in 
three  parts  of  the  city? — Yes,  but  those  may  not 
be  attractions  to  many  persons. 

6685.  We  have  had  evidence  here  that  those 
rooms  are  largely  frequented,  and,  therefore,  they 
must  attract  people  to  them  ? — Yes,  I daresay  it 
is  so. 

6686.  Are  you  aware  that  working-men’s  clubs 
with  similar  attractions  have  been  opened  of  late 
years  ? — Yes,  but  I am  aware  also  that  drink  is 
sold  in  these  working-men’s  clubs. 

6687.  I do  not  understand  you  to  say  that 
those  clubs  introduce  drunkenness? — I do  not 
say  so,  but  they  can  get  drink  in  the  clubs- 

6688.  We  had  the  Recoi'der  here  on  the  last 
day  of  our  meeting,  and  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  drinking  and  the  bad  houses  of  the  poor 
acted  and  re-acted  upon  each  other;  do  you  agree 
with  that  opinion  ? — Certainly. 

6689.  With  regard  to  drinking  in  shebeens,, 
where  do  you  think  the  shebeen-keepers  get  the 
drink  from?— They  get  the  porter  from  the 
public-houses,  and  they  manufacture  the  whiskey ; 
that  is  what  I have  been  told.  They  get  some 
bad  whiskey,  and  add  some  other  poisonous 
matter  to  it,  which  maddens  the  people.  They 
doctor  up  the  whiskey. 

6690.  You  have  no  direct  knowledge  of  it 
although  you  say  that  you  believe  it  ? — If  you 
mean  did  I ever  see  it  in  a shebeen,  of  course  I 
did  not. 

6691.  When  a gentleman  comes  before  a Com- 
mittee like  this,  and  expresses  an  opinion,  we 
have  a right  to  find  out  what  his  opinion  is  based 
upon  ; we  have  had  evidence  here  regarding  the 

L l 4 character. 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
character  of  the  drink  which  amounts  to  this : 
that  it  is  not  the  doctoring  of  the  whiskey  but 
the  age  of  the  whiskey  which  is  injurious ; that 
in  fact  the  whiskey  is  new,  containing  a large 
quantity  of  fusel  oil,  which  maddens  people  ; we 
have  evidence  to  that  effect ; what  do  you  say  to 
that  ; might  not  that  be  the  cause  of  it? — Par- 
tially, but  at  the  same  time  I believe  that  the 
other  thing  exists  also. 

6692.  You  believe  that  the  shebeen  keepers 
doctor  the  drink  ?— Yes,  they  doctor  the  drink 
as  well  as  sell  new  drink. 

6693.  That  is  a mere  matter  of  belief  founded, 
is  it  not,  upon  the  results  of  the  drink  ? — No,  it 
is  a matter  of  belief  founded  upon  the  testimony 
of  gentlemen  who  have  inquired  into  the  facts. 

Chairman. 

6694.  However  the  result  is  arrived  at  the 
main  point  is  that  it  is  bad  drink? — Yes,  whether 
it  is  new  or  doctored. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6695.  Do  you  know  of  a single  bogus  club  in 
Dublin? — 1 know  of  one  that  was  in  existence 
until  a short  time  ago  ; it  was  suppressed  under 
my  own  observation. 

6696.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  club  which 
can  fairly  be  called  a bogus  club  ? — I have 
already  stated  that  I do  not  know  of  any  in  my 
parish,  but  at  the  same  time  I state  to  you  that 
although  they  do  not  exist  now,  I have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  they  would  exist  if  the  public- 
houses  were  closed. 

6697.  That,  of  course,  is  a matter  of  opinion? 
—Yes. 

6698.  I want  to  touch  very  delicately  upon 
the  theological  question  ; I am  not  going  to 
take  you  into  the  realm  of  theology  at  all,  but 
the  point  I wish  to  bring  out  is  this : Do  you 
think  that  because  a gentleman  gets  up  at  a 
public  meeting  and  states  that  he  has  more  than 
one  ground  for  supporting  Sunday  closing,  that 
he  believes  that  it  would  promote  temperance, 
but  that  he  also  believes  in  the  special  observance 
of  that  day,  do  you  think,  I say,  that  that  is  a 
sufficient  warrant  for  you  to  state  in  that  chair 
that  the  movement  is  founded  upon  a Sabba- 
tarian basis  ? — I said  distinctly  that  the  move- 
ment was  founded  chiefly  upon  a Sabbatarian 
basis.  I find  that  the  principal  reason  given  by 
those  three  speakers  that  I have  quoted  from  was 
Sabbatarianism. 

6699.  The  Association  which  has  promoted 
this  object  for  very  many  years,  I suppose,  might 
fairly  be  held  responsible  for  that  object? — May 
I ask  for  what  object  ? 

6700.  The  Sunday  Closing  Association  must 
fairly  be  held  responsible,  must  they  not,  for  the 
character  of  that  agitation  ? — No,  I think  Sunday 
•closing  has  been  carried  out  in  districts  where 
the  Association  has  no  influence  whatever. 

6701.  I am  now  speaking  of  the  agitation  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing  ; do  not  you  think  that 
the  personnel  of  that  organisation  ought  to  be 
taken  as  a fair  test  of  what  its  character  was  ? — 

m 

6702.  Will  you  state  why?  — Because  the 
agitation  might  have  been  commenced  by  certain 
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Sabbatarians  who  might  have  induced  afterwards 
different  persons  to  join  it,  but  still  the  agitation 
would  be  guided  by  the  Sabbatarians  who  origi- 
nally formed  it ; it  would  be  chiefly  Sabbatarian, 
though  the  entire  personnel  of  the  organisation 
might  not  be  Sabbatarian. 

6703.  That  is  to  say,  the  men  working  it  would 
be  Sabbatarians,  while  those  patronising  it  would 
not  be  Sabbatarians  ?—  Certainly. 

6704.  Do  you  think  that  is  the  case  with 
the  Sunday  Closing  Association  ? — I know 
nothing  about  the  Sunday  Closing  Associa- 
tion. 

6705.  The  basis  upon  which  you  found  your 
evidence  regarding  Sabbatarianism  is  the  chance 
speeches  at  the  Gregg  Memorial  Hall? — No, not 
only  that,  but  the  history  of  the  Association. 
When  I say  that  I know  nothing  about  the 
Association  for  Sunday  Closing,  I mean  that  I 
do  not  know  the  personnel  of  the  Association, 
but  from  time  to  time  I see  their  proceedings 
reported  in  the  papers.  I have  not  studied  the 
question  very  deeply ; that  is  what  I mean  by 
saying  that  I know  nothing  about  it,  but  I know 
that  in  the  beginning  these  Sabbatarians  refused 
to  go  in  for  early  Saturday  closing,  and  they 
deceived  Cardinal  Cullen  upon  the  point.  If 
they  were  really  sincere  in  their  endeavours  to 
suppress  intemperance,  they  would  have  taken 
Cardinal  Cullen’s  views,  and  would  have  gone  in 
for  early  Saturday  closing,  because  it  was  per- 
fectly manifest  to  everyone  that  the  evil  of 
drunkenness  existed  chiefly  on  Saturday.  But 
they  refused  to  take  up  early  Saturday  closing, 
and  confined  themselves  to  Sunday  closing. 

6706.  Do  not  you  know  that  there  might  be 
other  reasons  for  their  refusing  to  take  up  that 
part  of  the  work  ; do  you  think  that  there  is 
sufficient  to  justify  the  charge  of  Sabbatarianism 
as  being  at  the  bottom  of  the  agitation? — It  is 
Sabbatarian  so  far  as  we  can  see,  as  it  is  reported 
in  the  papers.  I could  have  given  you  specimens 
of  it,  only  I did  not  search  the  back  files  of  the 
papers  to  give  the  opinions  of  other  people. 

6707.  You  have  given  us  a very  distressing 
account  of  the  women  of  Dublin  ; what  do  you 
propose  to  do  for  those  poor  people  ; religion 
has  failed  evidently  with  them? — Religion  has 
not  failed,  but  religion  is  interfered  with.  Re- 
ligion is  doing  as  much  as  it  can  by  the  formation 
of  Sodalities,  and  by  the  administration  of  the 
Sacraments. 

6708.  Do  not  take  me  as  casting  any  slur 
upon  religion ; but,  taking  the  fact  as  it  exists, 
religion  apparently  is  unable  to  cope  with  this 
evil  so  far  as  it  exists  at  present  ? — I did  not  say 
that  drinking  amongst  the  women  in  Dublin  was 
very  extensive  ; but  where  it  exists,  nine-tenths 
of  the  drunkenness  is  attributable  to  home 
drinking,  and  not  to  the  public-houses. 

6709.  But  at  present  those  religious  influences 
which  abound  in  Dublin  have  not  been  sufficient 
to  meet  the  evil,  and  to  effectually  stamp  out  the 
disease? — Religious  influence  nowhere  will  be 
able  to  stamp  out  intemperance  completely. 

6710.  Do  not  you  think  that  one  might  say 
that  whilst  religion  may  do  its  best  the  law  may 
do  its  best,  though  it  may  not  be  entirely  suc- 
cessful?— Yes,  certainly. 

6711.  Do  you  know  Mr,  Shackleton? — No,  I 
do  not. 

6712.  But 
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6712.  But  you  know  his  character  in  Dublin? 
—Yes. 

6713.  Would  you  take  Mr.  Abraham  Shackle- 
ton  as  being  a Sabbatarian  ? — I do  not  know 
whether  he  is  or  not,  but  his  words  in  this  report 
in  the  newspaper  look  like  it. 

Mr.  Peter  Mc Donald. 

6714.  He  is  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  is  he  not? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6715.  You  have  already  told  us  that,  in 
common  with  the  Catholic  clergy  in  Dublin, 
you  held  views  in  favour  of  Saturday  early 
closing  up  to  the  point  of  Mr.  Harrell’s  evidence 
being  given  ? — Will  you  allow  me  to  modify  that 
to  a certain  extent.  The  Catholic  clergy  were 
unanimously  under  the  impression,  and  they  are 
unanimously  under  the  impression,  that  at  pi-e- 
sent  the  great  evil  of  drinking  exists  on  Saturday 
night;  and  they  were  under  the  impression  that 
if  the  public-houses  were  closed  earlier  than  at 
present  on  Saturday  night  the  drinking  would 
be  limited. 

6716.  And  for  aught  you  know  they  are  under 
that  impression  now? — For  aught  I know  they 
are  under  that  impression  now. 

6717.  If  you  take  Mr.  Harrell’s  opinion  upon 
one  point,  may  I ask  you  to  take  it  upon  another; 
Mr.  Harrell  stated  with  reference  to  shebeening 
that  if  the  police  had  the  power  which  he  thought 
they  ought  to  have  they  could  deal  with  this 
shebeening  more  effectively  ; if  that  were  done 
by  this  Committee,  would  your  opinion  revert  to 
what  it  was  before  Mr.  Harrell  gave  his  evi- 
dence ? — Certainly  not.  One  thing  is  Mr. 
Harrell’s  opinion,  the  other  is  his  evidence  with 
regard  to  matters  of  fact.  I take  his  evidence  as 
regards  matters  of  fact;  I do  not  take  his 
opinion. 

6718.  Do  you  think  that  188  shebeens  in 
the  City  of  Dublin  a very  serious  matter  for  a 
city  of  that  kind,  taking  human  nature  as  it  is? 
— But  I have  stated  that  there  are  a considerable 
number  over  188. 

6719.  Are  you  aware  that  before  there  were 
any  restrictions  with  regard  to  Sundays,  there 
were  more  shebeens  than  there  are  at  present? — 
No,  I am  not. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

6720.  The  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone  has 
asked  you  if  the  number  of  shebeens  in  Dublin 
were  an  indication  of  the  existing  evil  in  that 
respect ; do  you  consider  that  that  represents  the 
actual  number  of  shebeens,  or  merely  the  known 
number  ? — The  number  known  to  the  police 
only. 

6721.  It  is  very  possible,  is  it  not,  that  there 
may  be  perhaps  five  times  as  many  shebeens  as 
the  number  that  is  so  represented  ? — Certainly. 
Shebeens,  in  the  sense  that  I have  described  a 
“shebeen;’'  one  that  is  not  open  regularly  for 
drinking  purposes,  but  may  be  open  at  intervals. 

6722.  You  have  stated,  have  you  not,  that 
0.67. 
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there  are  very  many  shebeens  not  known  to  the 
police,  but  which  are  well  known  to  the  Catholic 
clergy  ? — Yes. 

6723.  And  that  a great  number  of  the  smaller 
houses  in  the  poorer  districts  in  your  parish  and 
other  parishes  are  practically  shebeens,  though 
not  nominally  so? — Yes. 

6724.  May  we  take  it  that  your  parish  is  typi- 
cal of  other  portions  of  the  City  of  Dublin  ? — It 
is  of  the  poorer  district  of  the  city.  It  is  the 
central  parish,  and  of  course  the  centre  of  the 
city  is  generally  the  poorest. 

6725.  At  the  same  time  you  have  not  only  the 
poorest  but  some  of  the  richer  parts  of  the  city 
within  your  parish  ? — We  have  the  Castle,  if  that 
is  what  you  refer  to  as  a rich  part. 

6726.  And  you  have  Dame-street,  have  you 
not  ? — Y es. 

6727.  And  you  have  College-green  ? — A part 
of  it,  not  all. 

6728.  So  that  your  parish  is  in  that  respect 
typical  of  all  the  other  parishes  in  Dublin? — Yes, 
I should  say  so. 

6729.  The  evidence  which  you  have  given  as 
regards  your  parish  might  be  equally  applicable 
to  every  other  portion  of  the  City  of  Dublin  ?—  • 
To  one  portion,  the  city  proper,  I should  say  so, 
but  not  to  the  suburbs,  where  there  are  not  so 
many  public-houses. 

6730.  The  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone 
asked  you  with  regard  to  religious  influence  on 
the  suppression  of  intemperance;  in  your  opinion, 
do  you  consider  that  the  religious  influence  or 
the  influence  of  the  law  would  be  more  effective 
in  the  suppression  of  intemperance  ? — There  is 
no  question  about  it  that  the  influence  of  religion 
is  far  more  effective  in  suppressing  the  evil.  I 
think  that  the  law  has  very  little  influence  upon 
the  matter.  I do  not  refer  now  to  public  intem- 
perance only,  but  in  general  to  the  vice  of  intem- 
perance. 

6731.  May  I infer  from  that  that  any  law  that 
may  be  passed  by  the  House  of  Commons  will 
not  be  effectual  in  improving  the  moral  condition 
of  the  people  without  the  religious  influence  ex- 
ercised by  the  pastors  of  the  people  ? — Certainly, 
that  is  my  opinion. 

6732.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  Sabbata- 
rianism which  has  been  referred  to,  is  it  your 
opinion  that  the  advocates  of  temperance,  so- 
called,  in  this  way  are  somewhat  if  not  profes- 
sionally, at  least  professedly,  promoters  of  Sabba- 
tarianism ? — Y es. 

5733.  And,  consequently,  the  very  same 
gentlemen  who  are  advocating  it  at  this 
meeting,  that  meeting,  and  the  other  meeting? 
— Yes. 

6734.  And  that  their  object  is  more  in  the 
direction  of  the  promotion  of  Sabbatarianism  than 
in  the  promotion  of  temperance  ? — Certainly  ; I 
have  stated  all  that  already. 

6735.  As  regards  working  men’s  clubs,  I be- 
lieve there  has  been,  and  there  is  now,  what  i3 
known  as  a working  men’s  club  on  Wellington 
Quay  ? — Yes. 

6736.  That  is  not  a bogus  club,  is  it?— No. 

6737.  And  it  is  a proper  and  well-conducted 
club  ? — Yes ; it  is  properly  conducted.  I never 
heard  a complaint  about  it. 

M M 6738.  If 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘Donal(l — continued. 

6738.  If  the  legitimate  houses  were  closed  in 
Dublin  on  Sundays,  is  it  not  your  opinion  that 
there  would  be  many  other  clubs  established  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  drink  nominally  on  the 
basis  of  the  working  men’s  club  in  Wellington 
Quay,  but  for  a totally  different  purpose  ? — Cer- 
tainly. 

6739.  Do  you  consider  that  bogus  clubs  would 

arise  all  through  the  city  if  there  were  total 
Sunday  closing?  — Yes;  I have  stated  that 
already.  _ 

6740.  With  regard  to  the  doctoring  of  drink, 

I do  not  know  that  I quite  agree  with  you  in 
that  respect.  I am  certainly  of  opinion  that  it 
is  more  the  newness  of  the  drink  than  the  doctor- 
ing of  it  that  makes  it  so  injurious.  At  the  same 
time  I may  ask  you,  is  it  not  the  fact  that  it  is 
in  those  low  public  houses  and  those  shebeens 
that  the  worst  class  of  drink  is  to  be  founa  ? 
Certainly. 

6741.  And  consequently  drink  that  is  more 
likely  to  have  a demoralising  effect  upon  those 
who  take  it?— Yes. 

6742.  And  therefore  your  opinion  is  that  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  people  in  a moral 
and  in  a social  point  of  view,  aud  I might  also 
say  in  a healthful  point  of  view,  to  get  drink  in 
proper  and  legitimate  houses  ? — Yes. 

6743.  You  have  stated  that  Cardinal  M'Cabe 
did  give  in  his  adhesion  to  Sunday  closing  of 
public-houses  on  pressure  being  brought  to  bear 
upon  him  ? — Yes. 

6744.  Was  it  a fact  that  pressure  was  brought 
to  bear  upon  him  ? — I do  not  remember  exactly 
what  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him.  _ I 
know  that  he  had  scarcely  given  in  his  adhesion 
when  he  expressed  his  regret  for  having  done  so. 

6745.  And  that  he  practically  withdrew  his 
adhesion  in  private  afterwards  ? — Yes. 

6746.  And  you  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
what  his  private  opinions  were,  inasmuch  as  I 
understand,  you  were  his  secretary  for  some 
years?_Yes,  during  the  entire  time  that  he  was 
Archbishop  of  Dublin. 

6747.  I believe  there  are  very  few  parish 
priests  in  Dublin  who  have  had  better  oppor- 
tunities and  wider  experience  than  you  have  had 
in  oauo-ing  the  clerical  opinion  of  Dublin? — I 
should  say  so. 

6748.  From  the  fact  of  your  being  secretary 
to  two  archbishops  and  two  cardinals? — Yes,  I 
should  think  so. 

6749.  Being  a parish  priest  yourself,  would 
you  consider  that  the  opinions  which  you  have 
now  expressed  would  be  borne  out  by  the 
majority  of  the  parish  priests  of  Dublin  ? — Cer- 
tainly, aud  I have  spoken  to  several,  not  only  to 
parish  priests,  but  to  working  curates,  upon  the 
subject,  before  coming  over  here,  that  I met 
casually,  and  there  was  not  one  who  disagreed 
with  my  views  upon  the  subject. 

Chairman. 

6750.  Upon  all  branches  of  the  question,  or 
upon  Sunday  closing? — On  Sunday  closing ; the 
Saturday  closing  is  a question  I did  not  refer  to. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6751.  I believe  Canon  Daniel  has  a parish 
which  embraces  a great  portion  of  the  poorer 


Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald— continued, 
population  of  Dublin? — Yes,  ihe  parish  of  Francis- 
street,  adjoining  mine. 

6752.  It  is  a similar  parish  to  yours  in  that 
respect,  is  it  not  ? — About  the  same. 

6753.  Do  you  know  what  the  opinions  of 
Canon  Daniel  are  on  this  subject? — 1 am  quite 
certain  about  his  opinions,  because  I was  speak- 
ing to  him  the  day  before  leaving. 

6754.  Do  they  accord  with  your  own  ? — Yes. 
I am  talking  now  about  Sunday  closing  only. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6755.  Did  Canon  Daniel  express  any  opinion 
about  Saturday  early  closing? — None  what- 
ever, because  1 never  mentioned  anything  about 
Saturday  to  any  priest  that  I was  speaking  to. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

6756.  The  honourable  Member  for  Derbyshire 
put  to  you  some  questions  with  regard  to  holi- 
day temptations;  would  not  those  holiday 
temptations  be  equally  applicable  to  home 
drinking  or  drinking  in.  shebeens,  or  to  places 
where  the  illicit  sale  would  be  carried  on,  as 
well  as  to  the  legitimate  trade? — I think  I have 
said  with  regard  to  that,  that  if  the  houses  were 
closed  on  Sundays,  the  people  would  have  drink 
at  home,  and  they  would  not  only  have  the  same 
temptations,  but  greater  temptations  to  drink 
when  they  had  the  drink  in  their  own  houses. 

6757.  You  consider,  do  you  not,  that  no  law 
upon  the  matter,  however  stringent  it  may  be, 
can  prevent  home  drinking? — Yes. 

6758.  Is  not  home  drinking  the  worst  phase  of 
the  evil? — Yes;  I have  said  that  I regard  the 
home  phase  as  far  and  away  the  worst  kind  of 
drinking. 

6759.  Do  you  consider  that  home  drinking 
would  be  one  of  the  consequences  or  effects  of  total 
closing  on  Sunday  ? — Home  drinking  exists  to  a 
considerable  extent  at  present,  but  it  would  be 
increased  very  much  by  closing  on  Sundays. 

6760.  Do  you  consider  that,  it  would  be  inad- 
visable to  alter  the  present  hours  of  opening  on 
Sundays,  that  is  from  two  to  seven? — If  the 
houses  are  to  be  opened  al  all  on  Sunday,  I do 
not  see  that  there  would  be  any  advantage  in 
changing  the  hours.  Of  course,  the  only  thing 
that  I would  curtail  the  hours  on  Sunday  for, 
would  be  during  the  time  of  religious  service, 
and  that  is  done  by  the  prohibition  against 
opening  before  two  o’clock ; that  is  what  is  done 
in  Catholic  countries  as  a rule. 

6761.  I believe  that  nearly  all  the  religious 
ceremonies  at  all  places  of  worship  are  con- 
cluded before  two  o’clock? — Yes. 

6762.  You  consider  that  from  two  to  seven 
would  be  very  proper  hours  for  the  public- 
houses  to  be  opened  ? — I have  stated  that  I do 
not  wish  any  change  in  the  hours.  I do  not  see 
any  reason  for  it. 

6763.  Would  you  be  an  advocate  for  increas- 
ing the  number  of  hours  for  opening? — No;  I 
would  leave  things  as  they  are. 

6764.  The  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone 
has  pressed  you  pretty  hard  upon  the  Saturday 
evening  question ; what  is  your  opinion  as  to 
that  ? — I have  stated  already  that  1 consider  the 
closing  at  nine  o’clock  would  be  altogether  un- 
desirable, inasmuch  as  people  will  not  go  home 
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Mr.  Peter  McDonald — continued. 


at  nine  o’clock.  They  will  remain  out  in  the 
street  and  will  look  for  drink  where  they  can  get 
it;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  shebeens. 

6765.  Do  you  consider  that  we  bad  better 
leave  the  present  state  of  things  to  continue  as 
they  are?— Unless  a perfect  guarantee  could  be 
given  about  closing  the  shebeens  ; but  if  the 
police  could  give  a guarantee  that  all  shebeens 
shall  he  closed,  I consider  that  ten  o’clock  would 
be  a reasonable  hour  for  closing  on  Saturday. 

6766.  The  honourable  Member  for  Derby- 
shire asked  you  some  questions  with  regard  to 
the  bona  Jide  traveller  question  ?— I think  I have 
already  answered  that  question  that  I do  not  see 
any  utility  in  a change  in  the  law  in  that  respect. 

6767.  You  would"  not  recommend  as  regards 


the  bond  fide  traveller  question  any  alteration 
whatever? — I do  not  think  that  any  alteration 
whatever  will  effect  any  good. 

6768.  You  would  leave  things  as  they  are? — 
Yes.  I would  leave  things  as  they  are. 

6769.  I believe  you  are  aware  that  some  meet- 
ings have  been  held  in  Dublin  on  this  temper- 
ance question  ; have  you  seen  a report  of  them  ? 
— May  I ask  whether  you  mean  on  the  question 
of  Sunday  closing  ? 

6770.  Yes,  on  the  question  of  Sunday  closing, 
and  on  early  Saturday  closing  in  reference  to 
the  present  Bill  before  this  House  ? — The  only 
meetings  that  have  been  held  in  support  of  the 
agitation  for  Sunday  closing  that  I am  aware  of 
are  the  two  that  I have  spoken  of  which  are  re- 
ported in  the  “ Express.” 

6771.  There  were,  I believe,  some  meetings 
for  and  some  against? — Yes,  I remember  there 
was  a meeting  held  against  Sunday  closing. 

6772.  Was  that  a meeting  held  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  working  classes?— 'That  is  a 
matter  upon  which  I could  not  give  evidence, 
because  I was  not  at  the  meeting  ; I could  only 
give  the  evidence  which  is  given  in  the  news- 
paper. which,  I suppose,  would  be  perfectly 
useless. 

6773.  The  united  trades  I believe  at  then- 
ordinary  meeting  passed  a resolution  against  any 
change  in  the  law  ; are  you  aware  of  that  ? I 
prefer  not  offering  any  evidence  of  what  I have 
seen.  Regarding  the  trades  proceedings  I saw 
them  mentioned  in  the  newspaper,  and  I knew  of 
them  at  the  time,  but  1 did  not  take  much  notice 


of  them. 

6774.  May  I ask  to  which  of  those  two  classes 
of  meetings  you  would  yourself  attach  the  most 
importance  ? — With  regard  to  the  two  meetings 
which  are  reported  in  the  “ Express,”  I do  not 
think  very  much  importance  should  be  attached 
to  them,  for  this  reason,  that  the  people  who 
spoke  at  the  meetings  were  not  interested  one 
way  or  the  other  with  reference  to  Sunday 
closing,  except  with  reference  to  the  observance 
of  the  Sabbath,  as  they  say  themselves. 

6775.  Then  you  would  not  attach  much  im- 
portance to  the  fact  that  temperance  advocates, 
although  professedly  temperance  advocates,  are 
in  some  cases  professional  temperance  advocates, 
who  go  from  one  meeting  to  the  other,  telling 
the  same  tale  over  and  over  again;  you  do  not 
consider  that  such  advocacy  can  have  much 
weight  in  point  of  public  opinion  ? — I think  not. 
A professional  temperance  advocate  of  course  is 

0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald—  continued’ 
merely  exercising  his  profession.  He  is  not 
representing  the  ideas  of  the  people. 

6776.  I think  you  stated  something  with 
reference  to  the  police  statistics ; that  they  are 
not  reliable  ; why  are  they  not  reliable  ? — If 
you  take  the  statistics  as  evidence  of  the 
increase  or  decrease  of  drunkenness  they  are 
altogether  misleading.  They  are  only  evi- 
dence of  the  increase  or  decrease  of  arrests  fox- 
public  drunkenness;  but  even  the  evidence  of 
the  increase  or  decrease  of  public  drunkenness  is 
by  no  means  evidence  of  the  increase  or  decrease 
of  drunkenness  in  general.  Private  drunkenness, 
or  home  drinking,  does  not  come  under  the 
observation  of  the  police  at  all,  and  does  not 
enter  the  police  statistics. 

6777.  I believe  there  is  one  class  of  drunken- 
ness that  does  not  come  under  the  cognisance  of 
the  police,  and  that  is  as  x-egards  women '( — Yes, 
from  what  I have  stated  it  lias  come  under  my 
observation  that  nine-tenths  of  them  at  least  were 
not  public  drunkards;  that  is  to  say,  they  did  not 
drink  in  public-houses  at  all. 

6778.  You,  as  a parish  priest,  and  the  priests 
in  general,  have  had  better  opportunities,  have 
you  not,  of  gauging  the  extent  of  that  evil  than 
any  police  official  could  have  ? — A police  official 
has  very  little  cognisance  of  that  private  drunken- 
ness. 

6779.  So  that  it  is  possible  that  there  may  be 
ten  times  more  evil  than  that  which  has  been 
represented  by  the  police  statistics  ? — 1 es. 

6780.  As  regards  shebeening,  do  you  consider 
that  the  limitation  and  narrowing  of  the  hours 
for  legitimate  ti-ading  would  tend  in  the  direction 
of  opening  additional  shebeens?  — Certainly. 
Wherever  there  is  a demand  for  drink,  there  will 
be  a shebeen  to  supply  the  drink,  if  the  legitimate 
house  is  closed,  unless,  of  course,  the  police  have 
full  power  to  prevent  shebeening,  but  they  can- 
not prevent  shebeening ; shebeening  will  go  on 
whenever  the  legitimate  houses  are  closed. 

6781.  In  your  opinion  then,  the  police,  no 
matter  how  large  their  powers  may  be,  will  be 
unable  to  cope  with  the  evil  of  shebeening  ? 
That  is  a thing  I could  not  offer  an  opinion  upon. 

I do  not  know  what  power  will  be  put  in  their 
hands. 

6782.  You  stated,  I think,  in  reply  to  my 
question  with  reference  to  bogus  clubs,  that  the 
establishment  of  bogus  clubs  would  be  the  result 
of  total  Sunday  closing? — Yes,  I think  so. 

67»3.  And  consequently  you  would  recommend 
that  there  should  be  no  alteration  in  the  law  as 
regards  the  existing  hours? — Yes. 

6784.  Archdeacon  Walsh,  I believe,  was  your 
predecessor  as  parish  priest  of  Saint  Michael  and 
Saint  John’s?- — Yes,  he  was. 

6785.  What  are  his  views  upon  the  temperance 
question  ?—  1 do  not  know  what  his  views  are  on 
Satui’day  evening  closing,  but  I know  that  he  is 
opposed  to  Sunday  closing. 

6786.  He  is  at  present  parish  priest  of  Kings- 
town, is  he  not? — Yes. 

6787.  Has  he  altered  his  views  since  he  went 
to  Kingstown  ? — Not  so  far  as  I am  aware. 

6788.  On  the  contrary,  I daresay  his  views  are 
strengthened  in  the  direction  of  not  interfering 
with  °the  present  state  of  things?— I have  no 
knowledge  of  that. 

MM  2 6789.  1 presume 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued. 

6789.  1 presume  you  are  frequently  in  com- 
munication with  Archdeacon  Walsh? — Not  on 
the  Sunday  closing  question. 

6790.  If  he  had  formed  any  new  ideas  upon 
the  subject  you  would  be  very  likely  to  hear  of 
it  ? — I have  nothing  to  say  to  that ; I think  that 
the  subject  might  be  dropped. 

6791.  There  are  within  your  parish  some 
respectable  well-conducted  restaurants,  are  there 
not  ? — Y es. 

6792.  I think  there  is  one  in  Essex-street  and 
another  one  in  Church-lane  ? — Yes  ; Church-lane 
is  not  in  my  parish,  but  it  is  on  the  borders  of  it. 

6793.  Do  you  not  consider  that  it  would  be 
advisable  to  give  some  extended  privilege  to  the 
proprietors  of  such  respectable  restaurants  as 
those,  for  keeping  open  their  premises  to  a later 
hour  than  the  present  limited  hour  on  certain 
occasions  ? — I have  no  personal  knowledge  my- 
self of  the  convenience  or  inconvenience  of  closing 
those  places;  but  several  persons  have  spoken  to 
me  about  the  inconvenience  of  having  them  closed, 
especially  a couple  of  medical  doctors,  with 
regard  to  cases  that  come  under  their  observation 
in  the  exercise  of  their  medical  profession.  It 
refers  I think  principally  to  young  fellows  coming 
up  from  the  country  to  amuse  themselves  of  an 
evening  at  the  theatre  and  elsewhere,  that  when 
they  come  out  they  had  no  places  of  refreshment 
to  go  to,  and  the  result  was  that  they  went  to 
some  places  where  they  should  not  have  gone. 
That  came  under  the  observation  of  some  medical 
men  in  Dublin  who  spoke  to  me  on  the  subject 
and  they  thought  it  advisable  to  have  the  places 
that  you  have  mentioned  open. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

6794.  That  refers  not  only  to  Sunday,  but  to 
any  day  in  the  week? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

6795.  Do  you  endorse  that  opinion  ? — I have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I believe  the  repre- 
sentations made  to  me  are  perfectly  true. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6796.  Do  you  see  how  you  could  keep  open 
one  house  beyond  legal  hours  and  not  others  ? — 
That  is  a thing  which  I cannot  offer  an  opinion 
about.  I merely  state  the  matter  as  it  was  told 
to  me. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

6797.  Would  not  it  be  an  improvement  that 
those  respectable  houses  should  have  the  privi- 
lege of  keeping  open  later  than  those  of  a ques- 
tionable class  ? — I do  not  see  how  you  cculd  draw 
the  line. 

6798.  But  the  more  respectable  they  are  the 
greater  the  safety,  is  there  not  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

6799.  Consequently  the  evils  likely  to  attach 
to  the  sale  of  drink  are  likely  to  be  greater,  are 
they  not,  in  the  low-class  public-houses  than  in 
the  better  class? — Yes. 

6800.  Then  your  desire  would  be  rather  to 
elevate  the  class  than  to  depress  it? — Certainly  ; 
but  I do  not  see  how  that  bears  upon  the  ques- 
tion. I do  not  wish  to  offer  an  opinion  at  all 
upon  it. 

6801.  May  I infer  from  the  sum  total  of  your 
evidence  that  you  would  be  totally  against  any 
alteration  in  the  existing  law  in  the  direction  of 
further  restriction  ? — On  Sunday,  certainly,  and 
also  on  Saturday, unless  the  police  could  guarantee 
the  closing  of  the  shebeens. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6802.  You  say  you  have  temperance  societies 
attached  to  your  church? — We  have  sodalities 
which  are  equivalent  to  temperance  societies. 

6803.  Do  you  take  a personal  interest  in  these 
sodalities? — Yes. 

6804.  And  you  propagate  the  idea  of  tern 
perance  amongst  your  fellows  ? — Certainly  I do’ 
We  do  so  as  far  as  we  can. 


Mr.  Henry  Wigham,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 

6805.  You  are  a Merchant  in  Dublin,  are  you 
not  ? — Yes. 

6806.  And  a member  of  the  firm  of  Edmundson 
and  Company,  Limited  ? — Yes,  I am  a director. 

6807.  As  such,  you  are  a large  employer  of 
labour? — Yes,  to  a considerable  extent. 

6808.  How  many  men  do  your  firm  employ? 
— About  from  100  to  150,  just  as  it  happens, 
according  as  trade  is  good  or  otherwise. 

6809.  I believe  you  have  been  connected  with 
the  Sunday  closing  movement  in  Dublin  for 
many  years  ? — Yes. 

6810.  Since  its  inception?  — Yes,  since  the 
beginning. 

6811.  You  have  been  one  of  the  honorary 
secretaries  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Association 
since  its  formation  ? — Yes,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spratt 
and  I were  the  first  honorary  secretaries. 

6812.  He  was  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman, 
was  he  not? — Yes. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

6813.  Now,  I should  like  to  ask  you  this : have 
you  had  any  interviews  with  the  late  Cardinal 
Cullen  ? — Yes,  I have  seen  him  once  during  the 
course  of  the  movement,  and  I have  received 
many  letters  from  him. 

6814.  Are  you  aware  of  anv  circumstances 
to  warrant  the  statement  that  Cardinal  Cullen 
was  “ deceived  ” in  this  matter  ? — I am  aware  of 
none ; I saw  him  twice.  I recollect  seeing  him 
at  the  very  beginning  of  the  movement. 

6815.  Did  you  and  Dr.  Spratt  put  before 
Cardinal  Cullen  the  whole  object  of  the  associa- 
tion ? — Yes. 

6816.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  total  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

6817.  And  also  in  favour  of  early  Saturday 
closing  ? — Yes. 

6818.  I believe  he  was  even  more  in  favour  of 
early  Saturday  closing  than  of  total  Sunday 
closing? — Yes. 

6819.  Should 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

6819.  Should  I be  right  in  supposing  that  the 
Sunday  Closing  Association  ceased  to  exist  in 
1878,  after  the  passing  of  the  Act? — Yes. 

6820.  Another  organisation  was  then  formed 
to  watch  the  operation  of  the  Act? — Yes. 

6821.  I believe  that  association  was  known  as 
the  Irish  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  In- 
temperance, and  you  were  one  of  its  honorary 
secretaries  ? — I was. 

6822.  I believe  you  have  made  a close  study 
of  the  working  of  the  Act  ? — I have. 

6823.  Now,  regarding  the  question  of  public 
opinion,  the  Act  was  passed  for  four  years,  was  it 
not  ? — Yes. 

6824.  And  it  expired  in  1882  ?— Yes. 

6825.  Did  the  organisation  of  which  you  were 
secretary,  take  any  steps  to  elicit  public  opinion 
at  the  expiration. of  that  period  of  four  years? — 
They  did. 

6826.  What  steps  did  they  take  ?—  VV e took  a 
house-to-house  canvass  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
five  exempted  cities  and  towns. 

6827.  That  is  to  say,  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford  ? 
— Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

6828.  Do  you  mean  by  “ house-to-hc use  ’’ 
every  house? — Yes. 

6829.  Are  you  quite  certain  as  to  that? — Yes. 
There  might  be  some  omitted,  but  there  was  no 
intention  of  omitting  any.  The  city  of  Dublin 
was  divided  into  wards,  and  the  wards  were  can- 
vassed. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6830.  The  organisation  of  which  you  were 
secretary  took  & plebiscite  of  the  inhabitant  house- 
holders of  those  five  cities  and  towns? — Yes. 

6831.  Have  you  the  result  of  the  house-to- 
house  canvass  with  you?— Yes,  1 have.  This 
was  the  question  that  was  asked : “ Are  you  in 
favour  of  the  entire  closing  of  public-houses, 
beer-shops,  taverns,  and  spirit  groceries  on  Sun- 
days ? ” and  the  answer  from  Dublin  was  “ Yes  ” 
from  34,606  persons,  and  “No”  from  8,117, 
making  the  majority  in  favour  of  the  closing, 
26,489. 

Chairman. 

6832.  Are  you  in  a position  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee how  many  houses  there  are  ?— No,  I cannot 
tell  you  the  number  of  the  houses.  Then,  in  Bel- 
fast, the  answer  was  •‘Yes'’  from  23,958,  and 
“ No  ” from  2,912,  the  majority  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  being  21,046.  In  Cork  the 
answer  was  “ Yes  ” from  9,605,  and  “ No  ” from 
1,870,  being  a majority  of  7,735. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6833.  What  was  the  result  with  regard  to 
Limerick  ? — The  answer  “ Yes  ” was  received 
from  5,600,  and“  No  ’’from  550,  being  a majority 
of  5,050. 

6834.  What  was  the  result  with  regard  to 
Waterford?— The  answer  “Yes ’’was  received 
from  3,495,  and“  No  ” from  290,  being  a majority 
of  3,205. 

6835.  Now  was  there  a previous  canvass  taken 
before  the  Act  came  into  operation  at  all  within 
those  five  cities  ? — There  was. 

6836.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  the 
0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
majority  had  increased  or  decreased  in  1882? — 
It  increased. 

6837.  It  increased  in  every  case  ? — Yes. 

6838.  Taking  the  (bur  and  a half  years  imme- 
diately preceding  and  the  four  and  a half  years 
succeeding  the  Sunday  closing,  what  was  the 
result  ? — The  arrests  for  Sunday  drunkenness  for 
the  four  and  a half  years  preceding  the  Sunday 
closing  were  20,497. 

6839.  Are  those  figures  taken  from  the  Par- 
liamentary Return  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

6840.  What  were  the  arrests  for  the  four  and 
and  a half  years  succeeding  Sunday  closing  ? — 
The  similar  arrests  for  the  four  and  a half  years 
under  the  Sunday  Closing  Acts  were  9,735. 

6841.  The  reduction  in  favour  of  the  Sunday 
closing  period  therefore  being  how  much  ? — 10,7  62. 

6842.  Coming  to  the  five  exempted  cities,  will 
you  give  the  Committee  the  same  figures? — The 
arrests  in  Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and 
W aterford  for  the  four  and  a half  years  preced- 
ing the  Sunday  closing  with  sale  from  two  to 
nine  p.m.  were  12,699  ; similar  arrests  in  four 
and  a half  years  under  the  Act  with  sale  from 
two  to  seven  p.m.  were  7,821,  showing  a reduc- 
tion in  favour  of  the  short  time  period  of  4,878. 

6843.  Is  it  your  opinion  from  closely  watching 
the  operation  of  this  Act,  that  it  was  better  ad- 
minstered  during  the  first  four  and  a half  or  five 
years  than  it  has  been  since  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

6844.  And  that  the  administration  of  the  Act 
by  the  police  during  the  last  four  years  has  been 
somewhat  loose  ? — I do  not  think  it  has  been  so 
efficient  as  it  was  during  the  first  period. 

6845.  Do  you  think  that  the  bond  fide  traveller 
difficulty  has  developed  in  the  last  four  years  ? — 
I do. 

6846.  Do  you  think  the  people  have  been 
massed  at  athletic  games  during  the  last  four  or 
five  years  in  a way  they  were  not  during  the 
previous  four  years? — Yes;  I think  that  has 
been  so. 

6847.  And  that  is  one  reason  by  which  you 
account  for  the  increase  in  Sunday  drunkenness  ? 
— I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

6848.  Have  you  any  evidence  as  to  the  con- 
sumption of  drink  taken  from  the  Excise  Returns 
in  Ireland? — Yes. 

6849.  Has  it  increased  or  decreased  since  the 
Act  came  into  operation? — It  has  decreased. 

6850.  Will  you  give  the  Committee  the 
figures  ? — I can  give  you  the  figures  taken  from 
the  Excise  Returns  put  into  money,  including 
beer  and  spirits. 

6851.  How  do  you  put  it  into  money? — I 
calculate  the  spirits  at  20  s.,  and  the  beer  at 
Is.  6 d.  a gallon,  therefore  I put  down  the 
quantity  of  beer  and  spirits  and  calculate  how 
much  they  come  to,  and  give  you  the  money 
represented  by  those  quantities. 

6852.  Have  you  the  figures  for  the  five  years 
before  and  the  five  years  after  the  Act  based 
upon  the  same  foundation  ?— Yes ; I have  the 
figures  here  for  each  year,  beginning  in  1877, 
the  year  before  the  Act,  and  ending  with  1886, 
the  last  year.  In  1877  the  amount  consumed 
amounted  to  12,169,915?.  I do  not  give  the 
year  1878,  because  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  came 
into  operation  in  October  of  that  year,  so  that  a 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
part  of  the  year  was  under  the  Act,  and  a part 
was  not;  but  in  1879,  which  was  the  first  clear 
year  the  consumption  fell  to  9,375,595  7.  In  1880 
it  was  9,174,803  l. ; in  1881  it  was  10,305,473  l. ; 
in  1882  it  was  11,042,520  7.;  in  1883  it  was 
10,901,360  7.;  in  1884  it  was  10,988,683  7.;  in 
1885  it  was  10,497,048  7.;  and  in  1886  it  was 
10,935,955  7.  . 

6853.  That  excludes  wines  and  foreign  spirits  ? 

— Yes  ; it  is  simply  spirits  and  beer. 

6854.  The  spirits  are  calculated  at  20  s.  a 
gallon,  and  the  beer  at  l*.  6(7.  ? — Yes. 

6855.  Regarding  public  meetings,  there  has 
been  a good  deal  of  evidence  given  upon  that 
part  of  the  question,  has  anything  occurred  of 
late ; has  the  action,  for  example,  of  the  Govern- 
ment  had  any  effect  in  preventing  those  in  favour 
of  this  movement,  meeting  to  demonstrate  in 
favour  of  it?— The  great  political  agitation,  I 
think  has  had  this  efFect. 

6856.  That  is  not  what  I mean.  Did  not 
Mr.  Gladstone’s  Government,  in  the  year  1883, 
introduce  a Bill  for  making  this  Act  permanent, 
and  extending  it  to  the  five  towns? — Yes. 

6857.  Was  one  of  the  effects  of  that  to  make 
people  who  were  in  favour  of  the  Act  satisfied  as 
having  convinced  the  Government  that  they  need 
not  go  on  with  the  agitation  ? — Certainly  ; the 
Government  themselves  brought  in  Bills  from 
time  to  time  to  extend  the  Act  and  make  it 
permanent. 

6858.  Which  Government  did  that? — Mr. 
Gladstone’s  Government  was  the  first  which 
brought  it  in. 

6859.  And  who  was  the  Chief  Secretary  ? 

Mr.  Forster.  Mr.  James  N.  Richardson  in  1882 
brought  in  a Bill,  with  the  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Forster,  to  make  the  Act  permanent,  and  extend 
it  to  the  five  exempted  towns. 

6860.  Is  not  that  practically  the  Bill  that  is 
before  the  Committee  now? — It  is. 

6861.  And  the  Government  adopted  that  Bill 
of  1882,  did  they  not?— Yes;  they  did  not 
brino-  in  the  Bill  themselves,  but  they  intimated 
to  Mr.  Richardson  that  they  would  do  their  best 
to  support  it  ; but  from  want  of  time  the  Bill 
did  not  pass  that  year. 

6862.  What  happened  the  next  year?— Ihe 
next  year  the  Government  themselves  brought 
in  a Bill. 

6863.  Who  was  the  Chief  Secretary  then  ?— 
Sir  George  Trevelyan. 

6864.  Is  not  it  the  fact  that  the  responsible 
Government,  having  so  far  adopted  the  views  of 
the  Sunday  closing  advocates  as  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  of  their  own  for  the  purpose,  that  stopped 
the  agitation  practically  ?— It  did.  _ 

6865.  Now,  coming  to  the  meetings  which 
have  been  held  in  Dublin,  I believeyou  are  one 
of  the  “ perambulating  advocates  ” that  have 
been  referred  to  ? — Yes,  I was. 

6866.  I want  to  get  from  you  the  information 

which  we  have  not  got  yet ; meetings  have  been 
held  in  Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  and  elsewhere, 
have  there  not,  in  favour  of  continuing  the  Act, 
and  extending  it  to  those  five  towns;  were  you 
present  at  the  coffee  palace  meeting  in  Towns- 
end-street,  Dublin  ? — Yes..  . 

6867.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  : 
— Dr.  Nicholas  C.  Whyte. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

6868.  Is  he  the  city  coroner  ? — He  is. 

6869.  And  as  such  he  knows  a good  deal 
about  this  matter  ? — He  does  necessarily. 

6870.  What  was  the  date  of  the  meeting  ? — It 
lvas  held  in  March  of  this  year,  1 think. 

6871.  I Avant  the  names  of  some  of  those  emi- 
nent Sabbatarians  ayIio  were  present  and  spoke 
at  this  meeting  ? — The  Rev.  Father  Behan  Avas 
there. 

6872.  Is  he  a Sabbatarian  ? — I do  not  know 
Avhat  his  precise  vieAvs  are ; he  is  a Catholic 
clergyman,  but  he  is  not  quite  what  is  called  a 
Sabbatarian. 

6873.  Dr.  Nicholas  Whyte  was  in  the  chair ; 
he  is  the  city  coroner  and  a Catholic? — Yes. 

6874.  Noav  what  kind  of  people  were  at  this 
meeting  ? — Principally  working  men. 

Mr.  Jacoby- 

6875.  How  many  people  were  there  ? — About 
600  people,  the  hall  Avas  full. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6876.  Now,  taking  the  next  meeting  at  the 
Workmen’s  Club,  41,  York-street,  Dublin,  is  that 
a Sabbatarian  Institution  ? — It  is  not,  that  is 
mostly  a Catholic  Institution. 

6877.  Now  Avhat  Sabbatarian  presided  there? 
— Mr.  Alfred  Webb. 

6878.  Is  Mr.  Alfred  Webb  a Sabbatarian?— 
No,  he  is  not. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6879.  He  is  not  a Catholic? — No,  he  is  not. 

6880.  Who  were  the  speakers? — Mr.  M'Comas, 
j.p.,  Mr.  Abraham  Shackleton,  J.P.,  and  Mr. 
James  Beckett. 

6881.  Were  any  of  those  gentlemen  at  the 
coffee  palace  meeting? — No,  I think  not. 

6882.  None  of  those  gentlemen  you  have  named 
are  Roman  Catholics,  I think?—  No. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6883.  Mr.  Alfred  Webb  and  Mr.  Shackleton 
are  Nationalists,  are  they  not? — Yes. 

6884.  Father  Behan  Avas  also  at  that  meeting, 
Avas  he  not?— Yes,  he  is  a Catholic. 

6885.  Was  that  meeting  croAvded?— It  Avas. 

6886.  Was  it  almost  entirely  composed  of 
Avorking  men  and  Nationalists? — Yes. 

6887.  Was  the  next  meeting  held  at  Kings- 
town ?— Yes.  . 

6888.  Will  you  give  the . Committee  the  his- 
tory of  that  meeting?— Mr.  John  R.  Wigham, 
J.P.,  was  chairman. 

6889.  Is  not  your  brother  the  honorary  secre- 
tary of  the  Dublin  Chamber  of  Commerce  ?— 
Y"  es. 

6890.  Is  he  not  the  gas  engineer  of  Avhom  Ave 
have  all  heard? — Yes,  I suppose  so. 

689.1.  Noav  avIio  were  the  speakers;  was  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Burroughs  one  of  them?— Yes;  he  is 
a Protestant  clergyman.  Then  there  were  also 
Professor  Barrett  and  Mr.  Patrick  Duff  amongst 
the  speakers.  ^ , . 

6892.  Is  Mr.  Duff  a Roman  Catholic  Avorking 

1 man? — Yes.  . , ™ 

6893.  What  took  place  at  the  meeting?— 1 hey 

got 
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got  on  as  far  as  that  when  an  organised  body  of 
roughs  came  in,  and  they  put  cayenne  pepper 
upon  the  stove,  and  the  fumes  were  so  unpleasant 
that  everyone  began  to  cough. 

6894.  That  meeting  Avas  broken  up  by  a crowd 
of  roughs  doing  that? — Yes,  and  they  disturbed 
the  meeting  to  such  an  extent  that  the  chairman 
declared  ii  dissolved. 

6895.  There  was  a meeting  at  Rathmines,  was 
there  not? — Yes. 

6896.  Who  were  the  speakers  there?— The 
Rev,  Wesley  Guard,  Mr.  Abraham  Shackle- 
ton,  J.P.,  and  several  others. 

6897.  Is  it  correct  to  say  that  those  meetings 
were  mainly  addressed  by  the  same  people? — No, 
there  were  different  people  addressing  them.  On 
one  or  two  occasions  there  were  the  same  speakers 
at  more  than  one  meeting;  but  the  bulk  of 
the  speakers  were  different  at  the  different  meet- 
ings. 

6898.  You  are  aware  that  the  bulk  of  the 
members  of  the  corporation  of  Londonderry  are 
in  favour  of  the  Act,  and  also  Belfast  ? — Y es,  I 
understand  so, 

6899.  Now,  as  to  the  position  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  ; you  have  had  a great  deal  of  communica- 
tion with  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  as  to  this 
matter,  have  you  not  ? — I have  had  at  different 
times. 

6900.  I will  ask  you  to  hand  in  the  corres- 
pondence which  has  been  addressed  to  the 
secretaries  of  the  association  with  which  you  are 
connected  upon  this  question  ?— I will  hand  in 
this  little  book,  which  contains  all  the  letters 
(, handing  in  the  same). 

6901.  The  first  letter  is  from  the  Right 
Reverend  Dr.  Woodlock,  Bishop  of  Ardagh  and 
Clonmacnoise  ? — Yes. 

6902.  The  second  is  from  the  Bishop  of  Meath  ? 
—Yes. 

6903.  The  third  from  the  Bishop  of  Kildare  ; 
the  fourth  is  from  the  Bishop  of  Limerick  ; the 
fifth  is  from  the  Bishop  of  Galway  ; the  sixth  is 
from  the  Bishop  of  Waterford;  the  seventh  is 
from  the  Archbishop  of  Tuam  ; the  eighth  from 
the  Archbishop  of  Cashel ; the  ninth  is  from  the 
Bishop  of  Ossory  ; the  tenth  is  from  the  Bishop 
of  Ferns ; the  eleventh  from  the  Bishop  of 
Elphin;  the  twelfth  from  the  Bishop  of  Down; 
the  thirteenth  is  from  the  Bishop  of  Killala ; the 
fourteenth  is  from  the  Bishop  of  Clogher ; and 
the  fifteenth  is  from  the  Bishop  of  Ross.  Then 
in  addition  to  those  do  you  hand  in  letters  from 
every  Protestant  bishop  in  Ireland? — Yes,  I 
do. 

6904.  Are  you  able  in  a sentence  or  two  to 
give  the  sum  and  substance  of  that  document? 
—Yes;  with  two  exceptions  they  are  all  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing.  Generally,  they  give 
it  as  their  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
extend  the  Act  to  the  five  exempted  towns ; they 
do  not  all  do  so,  because  some  of  them  say  they 
have  no  knowledge  of  those  towns,  and  therefore 
they  cannot  do  so. 

6905.  The  Bishop  of  Down  is  not  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing,  I believe  ? — No,  he  is  not. 

6906.  But  he  is  in  favour  of  Saturday  early 
closing,  is  he  not? — I do  not  think  he  gives  any 
opinion  about  Saturday  early  closing,  but  he  is 
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in  favour  of  continuing  the  Act  as  it  at  present 
exists,  and  he  is  notin  favour  of  extending  it  to 
the  five  exempted  towns. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

6907.  Who  was  the  other  exception  ? — The 
other  exception  is  the  Bishop  of  Elphin ; he  is 
also  in  favour  of  the  continuance  of  the  Act  in 
the  country  districts ; but  he  says  unless  it  is 
better  enforced  in  the  large  towns  he  would  not 
be  in  favour  of  it  for  the  large  towns. 

Mr.  T.  JV.  Russell. 

6908.  Since  this  Committee  began  its  sittings 
have  the  Catholic  clergy  met  in  the  diocese  of 
Ross  and  passed  a resolution  in  favour  of  early 
Saturday  closing? — They  have. 

6909.  Have  you  their  resolution  ? — 1 will  read 
what  it  was,  and  how  it  was  passed : “ At  a Con- 
ference of  the  Priests  of  Ross,  held  on  Tuesday, 
in  Roscarberry,  presided  over  by  his  Lordship  the 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  the  question  of  Sun- 
day closing  of  public-houses  was  discussed,  and 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted  : ‘ That  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  which 
has  been  in  force  in  his  diocese  for  nearly  a 
decade,  has  been  attended  with  the  best  and 
most  beneficial  results,  and  that  it  is  desirable  it 
should  become  a permanent  enactment,  and  its 
provisions  be  more  strictly  enforced.’  ‘ That  pub- 
lic-houses ought  to  be  closed  at  an  early  hour  on 
Saturday  nights.’  ” 

6910.  Am  I right  in  saying  that  the  answers 
of  the  Catholic  bishops  are  coming  in  even  up  to 
a recent  date  ? — As  recently  as  May  15th  ; that 
is  the  last. 

6911.  Have  you  had  any  communication  with 
the  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  ? — I have. 

6912.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  What  posi- 
tion the  Presbyterian  Church  occupies  in  regard 
to  numbers  in  Ireland?— 1 cannot  give  the  exact 
numbers,  but  in  the  north  of  Ireland  it  has  a large 
number  of  adherents. 

6913.  What  does  the  Moderator  say  ? — He  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  Act  being  continued  and 
extended  to  the  five  towns,  and  he  says  : “ I have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  all  the  ministers  and 
ruling  elders  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  would  concur  in  the  opinion 
I have  given,  and  ninety-nine  in  every  hundred 
of  the  Presbyterian  people.” 

6914.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  question,, 
do  you  believe  that  the  people  for  whom  Dr.  Orr 
undertakes  to  speak  are  people  of  the  better 
classes ; are  they  not  substantially  the  farmers 
and  labourers  of  Ulster?— Yes;  and  they  also 
are  employed  in  the  mills  in  Belfast. 

6915.  Then  coming  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
body,  have  you  had  any  communication  from  the 
authorities  of  that  church? — 1 have. 

6916.  Did  the  authorities  of  that  church  also 
pronounce  in  favour  of  Saturday  early  closing, 
and  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing? — I hey  pro- 
nounce in  this  letter  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing ; 
and  I believe  also  that  they  are  all  in  favour  of 
Saturday  earlier  closing. 

6917.  When  this  Committee  was  proposed  last 
Session,  did  your  organisation  take  any  steps  to 
find  out  the  opinion  of  the  people  in  the  country 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
regarding  the  working  and  the  administration  of 
the  /let  in  the  country  ? — Yes. 

6918.  Did  you  send  out  a set  of  queries  to 
that  end  ? — Yes. 

6919.  How  many  did  you  send  out? — We  sent 
out  several  hundreds. 

6920.  To  whom  did  you  send  them  ? — To  the 
leading  merchants,  clergymen,  employers  of 
labour,  and  others  throughout  tbe  country. 

6921.  Now  will  you  give  the  Committee  those 
queries,  and  ihe  results  of  your  inquiries  ? — The 
first  query  was,  “ Has  the  Act  had  a beneficial 
effect  in  your  locality  ” ; and  the  answer  to  that 
query  was,  “ Yes,5'  from  646,  and  “No,”  from 
11. 

6922.  What  was  the  second  query  ? — “ Are 
you  in  favour  of  its  being  made  permanent  and 
extended  to  Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Waterford, 
and  Limerick  ? ” and  the  answer  was  “ Yes,”  from 
693,  and  “ No,”  from  2.  The  third  query  was, 
“Has  there  been  much  evasion  of  the  Act  in 
your  locality?”  and  the  answer  was  “Yes,” 
from  445,  and  “No,”  from  185.  The  fourth 
query  was,  “ Has  the  bond  jide  traveller  clause 
interfered  with  the  proper  enforcement  of  the 
Act  ? ” to  which  the  answer  was  “ Yes,”  from  457, 
and  “ No,”  from  148.  The  fifth  query  was, 
“ Have  the  police  efficiently  carried  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  ? ” and  the  answer  was, 
“Yes,”  from  420,  and  “No,”  from  168.  The 
sixth  query  was,  “ When  offences  against  the 
Act  have  been  proved,  have  the  magistrates  in 
your  district  sufficiently  vindicated  the  law  ? ” 
the  answer  being  “ Yes,”  from  358,  and  “ No,” 
from  125.  The  seventh  query  was,  “ What,  in 
your  opinion,  would  be  likely  to  make  the  Act 
more  effective  in  its  results?  ” There  are  a very 
large  number  of  opinions  given  of  various  sorts ; 
but  one  very  prevailing  opinion  was  the  abolition 
of  the  bond  fide  Traveller’s  clause,  and  to  that 
suggestion  there  were  169  said  “ Yes,”  and  two 
“ No.” 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

6923-4.  Was  that  for  the  total  abolition  of 
provision  for  the  bond  Jide  traveller? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

6925.  Did  you  take  public  opinion  upon  the 
•amendment  of  the  bond  Jide  traveller  clause  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  total  abolition  ? — That  was 
one  of  the  general  answers  that  were  given,  and 
in  many  instances  they  were  in  favour  of  the  re- 
striction or  tightening  up  of  a clause. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6926.  Having  watched  the  operation  of  the 
Act  very  closely,  are  you  in  a position  to  give 
the  Committee  any  information  regarding  the 
point  which  has  been  raised  here  that  the  Act  has 
not  been  impartially  administered  by  the  police  ; 
in  other  words,  that  they  have  favoured  publicans 
of  a certain  class,  and  prosecuted  publicans  of 
another  class? — I have  heard  that  stated. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

6927.  Have  you  had  a personal  opportunity  of 
forming  an  opinion  upon  the  subject? — No,  I 
have  not. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6928.  You  have  watched  the  operation  of  this 
Act  as  closely  as  any  man  in  Ireland,  I think  ? — 
I have. 

6929.  It  has  been  your  duty  to  do  it  in  the 
position  you  have  occupied? — Yes. 

6930.  And  you  have  been  in  communication 
with  people  all  over  Ireland  ? — Yes,  I have. 

6931.  Have  you  heard  in  that  way  of  the 
partial  administration  of  the  Act? — I have. 

6932.  Have  you  prosecuted  those  inquiries  to 
any  definite  conclusion? — 1 have  not;  the  cases 
of  which  I heard  are  very  few. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

6933.  You  have  had  no  opportunity  of  being 
informed  upon  the  subject? — I have  heard  it 
stated  as  the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone  has 
indicated. 

6934.  But  you  have  had  no  personal  oppor- 
tunity of  being  informed  upon  the  subject  ? — I 
have  not  prosecuted  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6935.  You  know  that  the  Dublin  Corporation 
petitioned  against  this  Bill? — They  did. 

6936.  And  against  Saturday  early  closing 
also? — Yes,  I do. 

6937.  In  fact,  that  they  signed  a petition 
against  the  Saturday  early  closing  before  the 
Bill  was  printed,  and  before  they  knew  what  it 
contained? — Yes,  I understand  so. 

6938.  Are  you  a resident  of  Dublin  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

6939.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  corporation 
could  have  been  infoi-med  of  what  the  Bill  con- 
tained otherwise  than  by  reading  it ; are  there 
not  members  of  the  corporation  who  are  Members 
of  this  House  ? — But  it  was  not  printed  ; of 
course,  the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone 
might  have  informed  them  privately  of  it,  but 
the  Bill  was  not  printed. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

# 6940.  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  Dublin  Corpora- 
tion petitioned  against  the  Saturday  Early  Clos- 
ing Bill  without  knowing  what  the  Bill  was? — 
The  Bill,  as  I say,  was  not  printed. 

Chairman. 

6941.  Is  that  all  you  know  about  their  means 
of  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6942.  Was  the  question  not  raised  in  the  cor- 
poration by  Mr.  Robert  Sexton,  that  they  were 
petitioning  against  the  Bill  when  they  did  not 
know  what  it  was  ? — 1 have  the  repox-t  of  the 
proceedings  here. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

6943.  Did  not  they  know  what  was  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure  ? — I do  not  see  how  they 
could. 

Mr.  Peter  Mi Donald. 

6944.  Is  it  not  possible  that  a member  of  the 
corporation  could  in  open  council,  or  in  pi'ivate 
communication  with  his  colleagues,  inform  them 
what  the  nature  of  the  measure  was? — -I  really 
do  not  know  that. 

6945.  Now 
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[ Continued. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6945.  Now,  regarding  the  constitution  of  that 
body,  are  a very  large  number  of  its  members 
personally  connected  either  directly  or  indirectly 
with  the  drink  trade  ? — There  are  a good  many. 

6946.  Taking  the  vote  given  by  that  body, 
have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  how  they  voted  ? 
—Yes. 

6947.  Taking  the  names  of  those  who  voted 
against  it,  is  Alderman  Burke  connected  with 
the  drink  trade  ?-  He  is  with  the  wine  trade. 

6948.  Is  he  not  more  properly  to  be  called  a 
publican  ?—  I have  taken  the  description  of  his 
calling  from  the  directory. 

6949.  Is  Alderman  O’Leary  in  the  drink 
trade? — Yes. 

6950.  Is  Alderman  Winstanley  in  the  drink 

trade? — He  is  director  of  Roe  and  Company’s 
distillery.  . 

6951.  Is  Alderman  Mulligan  in  the  drink 

trade? — Yes.  _ 

6952.  Is  Alderman  O’Connor  in  the  drink 
trade? — Yes. 

6953.  Was  Alderman  Nagle  in  the  drink  trade? 
— He  was. 

6954.  Is  Councillor  Smyth  in  the  drink  trade  ? 
Yes. 

6955.  Is  Councillor  Little  in  the  drink  trade  ? 
— ‘Yes,  he  is. 

6956.  Is  Councillor  Doran  in  the  drink  trade  ? 
—Yes. 

6957.  Is  Councillor  Edward  Doran  in  the  drink 
trade  ? — Y es. 

6958.  Is  Councillor  M'Donnell  in  the  drink 
trade? — Yes. 

6959.  Was  Councillor  Doyle  in  the  drink 
trade  ? — Y es. 

6960.  In  addition  to  that  there  were  three  gen- 
tlemen, Alderman  Cochrane,  Alderman  Kernan, 
and  Councillor  Holohan,  whose  relations  to  the 
drink  trade  are  so  close,  are  they  not,  namely, 
that  they  supply  mineral  waters  to  them,  that 
they  may  be  practically  counted  as  in  the  drink 
trade  too  ? — I should  think  so. 

6961.  All  those  gentlemen  voted  against  the 
Saturday  Early  Closing  Bill  without  knowing 
what  it  was,  and  also  against  the  Sunday  Closing 
Bill,  did  they  not  ?— Yes,  they  did. 

6962.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  meet- 
ing that  was  held  in  the  Rotunda  which  was 
called  the  meeting  of  the  trades? — Yes,  there  was 
a trade  meeting  held  in  the  ancient  concert  room. 

6963.  But  1 am  speaking  of  the  trades  gener- 
ally ; do  you  know  anything  about  the  Rotunda 
meeting  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

6964.  What  date  was  that? — It  was  held  upon 
the  16th  of  March  this  year. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

6965.  What  do  you  know  about  that  meeting  ? 
—I  heard  a good  deal  about  it  from  working  men 
and  others,  and  I also  read  the  reports  in  the 
newspapers. 

6966.  Was  there  a bond  Jide  working  man  in 
the  chair?— No. 

Mr-  Tomlinson. 

6967.  Were  you  there  ? — I was  not. 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6968.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  meet- 
ing?— I was  not  there. 

6969.  Have  you  any  evidence  from  people 
who  were  there?— I have  heard  from  people  who 
were  there. 

6970.  What  have  you  heard  from  people  who 
were  there  ? 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

6971.  You  know  this  matter  only  as  a matter 
of  hearsay  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  stated  that  he  would 
not  pursue  the  subject. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6972.  Now  the  Committee  have  heard  some 
evidence  about  the  difficulty  of  dinner  beer  in 
the  large  cities ; have  you  given  the  question  any 
consideration 1 — I have. 

6973.  What  is  your  opinion  ? — I have  no  doubt 
some  would  be  inconvenienced  by  being  pre- 
vented from  having  what  they  usually  have  at 
their  dinner,  but  I do  not  think  that  it  would  be 
be  a very;  great  inconvenience  or  hardship  be- 
cause they  could  get  the  day  before  in  bottles 
what  they  wanted  for  their  dinner.  I have  been 
told  that  the  working  men  in  Dublin  principally 
use  porter  with  their  dinner,  at  least  they  use 
that  as  a -beverage  more  than  beer.  I think 
if  they  wished  particularly  to  have  it  they  could 
buy  a bottle  the  day  before  and  consume  it  on 
Sunday. 

6974.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  dinner  beer- 
argument  in  Londonderry? — No,  I never  heard 
of  any  inconvenience  arising  in  Londonderry 
from  their  not  getting  beer  at  their  dinner. 

6975.  There  is  a very  large  working  popu- 
lation in  Londonderry,  is  there  not? — Yes, 
there  is. 

6976.  Now  as  to  the  working  hours,  what 
hours  do  your  men  work  ? — They  work  54  hours 
a week. 

6977.  What  are  the  hours  in  a Dublin  public- 
house? — They  work  101  hours  a week. 

6978.  Plow  do  you  make  that  out  ? — They 
work  from  seven  to  eleven  on  the  six  week-days 
and  five  hours  on  Sunday. 

6979.  Have  you  heard  complaints  at  all  from, 
the  trade  assistants  in  Dublin  ? — I have  heard, 
from  them  in  times  past. 

6980.  Complaining  bitterly  ? — Complaining 
bitterly  of  the  very  long  hours  and  the  great 
hardships  that  they  are  subject  to. 

6981.  Do  you  think  that  the  law  of  this  country 
ou«iit  to  allow  any  persons  to  work  101  hours  a 
week,  especially  in  such  an  atmosphere  as  that 
of  a public-house  ? — Certainly  not. 

6982.  Has  that  been  one  of  the  reasons  which 
have  led  you  to  take  part  in  this  matter  ? It 
has. . 

6983.  Has  the  agitation  been  conducted  upon 
a Sabbatarian  basis  ? — No.  it  has  not.  I do  not 
think  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spratt  could  be  called  a 
Sabbatarian. 

6984.  Then  you  have  a dozen  Catholic  bishops 
as  your  vice-presidents,  who  are  not  Sabba- 
tarians ? — That  has  been  so. 

6985.  Then  any  statement  as  regards  this  or- 
ganisation being  founded  upon  a Sabbatarian 
basis  is  not  founded  upon  fact  ? — It  is  not. 

N N 6986.  Now 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

6986.  Now,  regarding  bond  fide  travellers  ; 
where  do  you  live  ? — At  Killiney,  about  10  miles 
from  Dublin. 

6987.  Do  you  see  much  of  the  bond  fide  tra- 
veller there  ? — We  do  ; there  is  a public-house  in 
Killiney  which  is  just  within  the  metropolitan 
district,  which  is  open  on  Sundays,  and  there  are 
large  numbers  of  people  who  come  in  from  the 
outlying  districts  within  the  county,  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  drink  there;  they  get 
drink,  and  drink  to  excess,  and  they  are  often 
sources  of  great  annoyance  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district. 

6988.  Do  you  think  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Killiney  have  the  right  to  object  to  that  state  of 
things  ? — I do: 

6989.  Even  though  they  do  not  use  the  public- 
houses  themselves,  they  have  the  right  to  object 
to  people  using  them  in  a way  which  creates  a 
nuisance  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

6998.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a certain  class  of 
house  having  the  right  to  supply  rather  than 
others  ? — Yes,  I think  if  it  is  to  be  supplied,  it 
should  be  in  houses  which  have  refreshments 
and  food,  and  which  also  have  provision  for 
beds. 

6999  Regarding  Saturday  night,  have  you 
any  knowledge  of  bogus  clubs  ? — No. 

7000.  Do  you  believe  that  such  a thing  exists 
in  Ireland  ? — I never  heard  of  any. 

7001.  In  all  your  communications  with  the 
people  of  the  country  you  have  never  heard 
of  bogus  clubs  being  the  means  of  evading  the 
Act  ? — No,  not  in  Ireland. 

7002.  Now  with  reference  to  Saturday  earlier 
closing,  have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  to  the  Com- 
mittee as  regards  the  general  state  of  public 
opinion  upon  the  question? — It  is  very  strong  in 
favour  of  Saturday  earlier  closing. 


Chairman. 

6990.  But  this  is  a house  within  the  exempted 
district  ? — Yes. 

6991.  But.  the  people  drink  there  not  for  the 
purpose  of  using  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause, 
but  because  the  place  is  open  lawfully  ? — They 
go  there  because  the  place  is  open. 

69^2.  Do  they  come  there  before  two  o’clock  ? 
— No,  they  do  not  come  there  before  two  o’clock. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

6993.  That  is  an  argument  in  favour  of  closing 
in  large  cities.  Now  I want  to  come  to  the  bond 
fide  traveller  ; do  you  know  Rathfarnham,  Mill- 
town,  Dundrum,  a no  Lucan  ? — Yes. 

6994.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bona  fide  traveller  clause  in  those 
places  ? — I do. 

6995.  B ave  you  heard  from  those  parts  grievous 
complaints  of  the  peace  and  order  of  the  locality 
being  disturbed  on  Sunday  by  the  operation  of 
the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  ? — Yes. 

6996.  Have  you  any  remedy  to  suggest? — 
My  ^opinion  is  that  I would  entirely  abolish  the 
bond  fide  traveller  clause. 

699  < . Short  of  that,  have  you  any  suggestion 
to  offer  ? — I would  certainly  extend  the  limit 
from  what  it  is  at  present,  from  three  miles  to 
seven  miles. 


Mr.  Jacoby. 

7003.  At  what  hour? — Various  hours  have 
been  mentioned. 

7004.  What  is  the  general  hour  that  has  been 
suggested? — I think  nine  o’clock  seems  to  be 
what  has  been  generally  mentioned,  but  in  many 
cases  there  has  been  no  hour  mentioned. 

Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell. 

7005.  You  do  not  think  any  inconvenience 
would  arise  to  the  public  from  closing  public- 
houses  at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturdays?— No,  I do 
not. 

7006.  Would  you  think  that  that  regulation 
should  be  extended  to  all  Ireland  ?— I do. 

7007.  Then  you  do  not  agree  with  the  Bill 
which  is  now  brought  forward  ? — I do  not. 

7008.  Do  you  think  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  are  largely  in  favour  of  Saturday  early 
closing  ? — More  I think  are  in  favour  of  Saturday 
early  closing  than  of  Sunday,  closing. 

7009.  Have  you  not  during  the  last  20  years 
been  in  communication  with  the  Catholic  clergy 
in  every  diocese  in  Ireland  ? — With  a Lirge 
number  of  them. 

7010.  And  founded  upon  that  intercourse,  do 
you  believe  that  they  are  more  in  favour  of 
Saturday  early  closing  than  they  are  even  of 
Sunday  closing  ? — I think  so. 
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Thursday , 7th  June  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 


Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair 


Mr.  Henry  Wigham,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7011.  There  are  one  or  two  questions  which 
I wish  to  ask  you,  arising  out  of  the  examination 
of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Tynan.  Did  you  hear  his 
evidence  ? — I did. 

7012.  Did  you  hear  him  state  that  Cardinal 
Cullen  considered  that  he  had  been  deceived  by 
the  Sunday  Closing  Association? — I did. 

70)3.  Is  this  letter  (rom  Cardinal  Cullen 
addressed  to  yourself  (. handing  a Paper  to  the 
Witness')  ? — It  is. 

7014.  This  is  a letter  which  I hold  in  my 
hand,  dated  the  7th  October  1876,  from  Car- 
dinal Cullen  to  the  association  of  which  you  are 
secretary? — Yes;  to  one  of  the  honorary  secre- 
taries. 

7015.  In  that  letter  these  are  the  words  which 
Cardinal  Cullen  uses : “ I regret  that  it  will  not 
be  in  my  power  to  attend  at  the  meeting  which 
is  to  be  held  next  Tuesday  by  the  Association 
for  the  Sunday  Closing  of  Public  Houses. 
However,  I wish  the  association  every  success, 
and  I hope  that  the  coming  year  will  complete 
the  advantages  which  were  obtained  last  year.” 
What  does  that  refer  to? — That  refers  to  the 
division  on  the  resolution  in  1876  when  it  was 
carried. 

7016.  What  was  that  resolution? — It  was  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  entire  Sunday  closing. 

7017.  Had  it  any  reference  to  Saturday? — 
Not  at  all. 

7018.  Then  Cardinal  Cullen,  so  far  from 
giving  in  on  Sunday  closing  on  condition  that 
you  gave  in  on  Saturday  closing,  expressed 
his  satisfaction  at  the  carrying  of  that  resolution, 
and  his  hope  that  the  coming  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment would  complete  the  work  ? — That  is  so. 

7019.  And  did  he  enclose  a cheque  for  5 7.  in 
that  letter  to  aid  the  work  of  Sunday  closing  ? — 
He  did. 

7020.  Is  there  any  foundation  for  saying  that 
the  Sunday  Closing  Association  in  Dublin,  or 
any  of  its  members,  ever  took  Cardinal  Cullen 
in  upon  this  matter  ? — Certainly  not. 

7021.  You  have  been  the  secretary  of  the 
association,  have  you  not,  from  its  foundation  ? — 
Yes. 

7022.  Regarding  another  answer  of  Dr. 
Tynan.  As  to  the  association  being  worked  by 
Sabbatarians,  I wish  to  ask  you  what  the  con- 
stitution of  that  association  is? — It  is  simply 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
composed  of  all  those  who  are  in  favour  of  Sun- 
day closing,  and  who  subscribe  to  its  funds. 

7023.  Without  any  reference  to  what  religion 
or  politics  they  may  hold  ?•  -None  whatever. 

7024.  Are  any  Roman  Catholic  Bishops  the 
Vice  Presidents  of  that  association? — Yes;  his 
Grace  the  Most  Reverend  W.  Croke,  d.d., 
Archbishop  of  Cashel,  is  one,  and  his  Grach 
the  Most  Reverend  John  M'Evilly,  d.d.. 
Archbishop  of  Tuam.  I think  those  are  all. 

7025.  Are  there  no  bishops  vice-presidents  ? — 
There  are  not. 

7026. 1 am  speaking  of  the  Irish  Sunday  Closing 
Association  and  not  of  the  Irish  Association  for 
the  prevention  of  I ntemperance,  which  is  another 
thing  altogether  ? — I quite  understand  you.  I 
am  afraid  that  I have  not  got  the  list,  but  there 
were  certainly  in  that  association  several  more, 
but  I could  hand  in  the  list,  for  I have  it  in 
town,  though  not  here. 

7027.  Was  the  Most  Reverend  Dr.  Conaty, 
Bishop  of  Kilmore,  a vice-president  ? — Yes. 

7028.  Was  the  Most  Reverend  Dr.  Donnelly, 
Bishop  of  Clogher,  a vice-president? — Yes. 

7029.  Was  the  Most  Reverend  Dr.  Warren, 
Bishop  of  Ferns,  a vice-president  ? — Yes. 

7030.  Was  the  Most  Reverend  Dr.  Lealiy, 
Bishop  of  Dromore,  a vice-president  ? — Yes. 

7031.  Was  the  Most  Reverend  Dr.  Moran, 
Bishop  of  Ossory? — Yes. 

7032.  And  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  O’Hea, 
d.d.,  Bishop  of  Ross  ? — Yes. 

7033.  And  the  Most  Reverend  Dr.  Moriarty, 
Bishop  of  Kerry? — Yes. 

7034.  Is  there  any  ground  for  saying  that 
that  association  is  worked  by  Sabbatarians  ? — 
None  whatever. 

7035.  Father  Spratt,  I think,  was  the  first 
secretary  with  yourself? — Yes,  he  was. 

7036.  Was  there  ever  a time  when  your  co- 
secretary was  not  a Roman  Catholic  ! — No; 
Mr.  Nicolls  succeeded  Father  Spratt. 

7037.  Do  you  desire  to  say  anything  regarding 
the  keeping  open  of  railway  refreshment  rooms  ? 
— I think  it  is  very  undesirable  to  have  them 
kept  open  on  Sundays,  because  people  go  out  of 
town  to  drink  on  the  ground  of  being  travellers. 
They  take,  perhaps,  a ticket  to  the  nearest  sta- 
tion, and  then  they  go  in  and  drink  as  travellers, 
and,  in  some  cases,  they  transfer  these  tickets 
from  one  to  the  other. 

N N 2 7038.  But 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

7038.  But  are  you  not  aware  that  railway 
refreshment-rooms  are  only  allowed  to  be  open 
on  the  arrival  and  departure  of  trains? — Yes, 
but  in  some  cases ; for  instance,  on  the  Dublin, 
Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway,  they  are  con- 
stantly arriving  and  departing  all  day,  from  early 
morning  till  late  at  night. 

7039.  Then  you  think  that  privilege  has  been 
abused  ? — I am  sure  of  it. 

7040.  What  is  your  opinion  regarding  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  the  city 
of  Dublin  ? — I think  it  is  very  desirable  that  it 
should  be  extended  to  the  city  of  Dublin  com- 
pletely ; that  is  to  say,  that  there  should  be  entire 
Sunday  closing  in  the  city  of  Dublin. 

7041.  You  do  not  think  that  any  serious  in- 
convenience would  arise  from  it? — No,  I do  not; 
on  the  contrary,  I think  that  great  good  would 
arise  to  the  public  from  it.  Might  I just  say, 
with  regard  to  Dublin,  that  my  opinion  extends 
to  the  other  four  exempted  towns ; and  believing 
that  the  Act  has  succeeded  in  the  country,  I do 
not  see  why  it  should  not  be  applied,  to  those 
towns  where  the  evil  of  drinking  exists  to  a 
greater  extent  than  in  the  country.  I think  it 
desirable  that  it  should  be  extended  to  those 
towns  from  which  it  has  hitherto  been  excluded, 
and  I think  so  on  the  ground  that  there  is  more 
drunkenness  in  those  large  towns  than  there  is  in 
the  country  districts. 

7042.  In  other  words,  you  think  that  it  ought 
to  be  applied  to  Dublin  rather  than  to  the  other 
places?— Yes,  I think  there  is  more  necessity  for 
it  in  Dublin. 

7043.  Does  that  opinion  hold  good  as  to  Sa- 
turday night  also  ? — It  does. 

7044.  When  do  you  pay  your  workmen  ? — I 
pay  them  on  Friday. 

7045.  And  you  are  aware,  are  you  not,  that  a 
great  many  other  employers  of  labour  do  the  same? 
— A good  many  do. 

7046.  And  other  large  employers  of  labour  do 
not  pay  later  than  two  o’clock  on  Saturday,  do 
they  ? — I believe  many  of  them  do  not  pay  later 
than  two  o’clock;  but  there  are  some  who  do  not 
pay  until  later  on  Saturday. 

7047.  Do  you  think  that  any  serious  inconve- 
nience would  arise  with  reference  to  marketing 
on  Saturday  night  by  closing  at  nine  o’clock,  as 
the  Bill  proposes  ? — Certainly  not ; there  would 
be  plenty  of  time  for  them  to  make  their 
marketing. 

7048.  You  have  given  a good  deal  of  attention, 
have  you  not,  to  the  matter  of  the  homes  of  the 
poor  in  Dublin? — Yes. 

7049.  And  you  know  the  state  of  that  city 
pretty  well,  do  you  not  ? — Yes,  I have  some  idea 
of  it. 

7050.  Have  you  any  experience  of  other 
cities ; do  you  know  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  ? 
— Yes,  I know  Edinburgh. 

7051.  Do  you  know  of  anything  like  the  state 
of  Dublin  in  any  other  part  of  the  Empire  as 
regards  the  condition  of  the  people  ? — No,  I 
think  they  are  the  worst  in  Dublin  of  any  city 
in  the  kingdom. 

7052.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — I 
think  that  drink  is  at  the  root  of  it. 

7053.  Have  you  ever  made  any  calculation 
as  to  the  amount  of  money  that  is  spent  in 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

Dublin  in  drink  in  one  year  ? — I may  have  cal- 
culated it,  but  I cannot  tell  you  now  exactly 
how  much. 

7054.  Do  you  agree  with  the  Recorder  of 
Dublin  that  drink  is  one  of  the  main  causes  of 
the  bad  housing  of  the  poor  ? — Yes. 

7055.  You  know  a great  number  of  working 
people,  do  you  not,  in  Dublin,  who  have  been 
rescued  from  drink  during  the  last  20  years  ? — 
I know  some. 

7056.  What  state  are  they  living  in  ? — They 
are  very  much  better,  and  more  comfortable. 

7057.  They  have  got  out  of  their  bad  houses, 
and  got  into  good  ones  ? — Yes. 

7058.  Because  they  gave  up  drink  ? — Yes. 

7059.  And  cease  to  spend  their  money  in  the 
public-house  ? — Yes. 

7060.  And  you  think  that  if  the  same  thing 
could  be  done  on  a large  scale,  the  houses  of  the 
poor  would  be  improved? — Yes,  they  would  be 
improved,  certainly. 

7061.  But  you  actually  know  some  cases? — 
I know  some  cases. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7062.  With  regard  to  that  letter  of  Cardinal 
Cullen,  to  which  you  have  been  referred,  was 
not  that  before  the  passing  of  the  Act ; the  Act 
was  not  in  operation  then? — No,  it  was  not. 
There  was  a resolution  passed  in  1876,  affirmed 
by  a large  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the  Act. 

7063.  Do  not  you  think  that  phrase,  “ com- 
plete the  advantages,”  would  refer  to  any  com- 
promise which  Cardinal  Cullen  may  have  made 
with  the  promoters  of  the  Act  ? — No,  I do  not 
think  so  at  all.  I think  that  he  alludes  to  what 
took  place  the  year  before. 

7064.  Are  you  aware  of  any  compromise 
having  been  made  with  Cardinal  Cullen  ? — No  ; 
there  never  has  been  any  compromise  made  with 
him. 

7065.  Did  he  make  no  stipulation  with  regard 
to  Saturday  closing  ? — No  ; he  always  expressed 
himself  strongly  in  favour  of  Saturday  closing, 
but  he  made  no  stipulation  of  the  sort. 

7066.  That  was  not  one  of  the  conditions  of 
his  adhering  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  ? 
— No;  he  always  wished  for  it,  as  I say,  but  he 
made  no  stipulation  as  to  joining  the  other  asso- 
ciation with  regard  to  that. 

7067.  Did  you  hear  Doctor  Tynan’s  evidence 
on  the  matter  ? — I did. 

7068.  Do  not  you  know  that  he  was  the  secre- 
tary of  Cardinal  Cullen  ? — Yes  ; at  least,  so  lie 
informed  me. 

7069.  Would  he  be  likely  to  make  a mistake 
with  regard  to  the  views  of  Cardinal  Cullen  ? 
— It  is  possible. 

7070.  You  will  remember,  he  was  the 
private  secretary  of  Cardinal  Cullen  ? — Yes,  no 
doubt. 

7071.  And  a private  secretary  usually  knows 
the  views  of  the  man  for  whom  he  acts,  does  lie 
not? — Yes. 

7072.  Would  you  not  expect  that  he  would 
be  likely  to  know  more  about  it  than  you?— I 
do  not  think  he  would,  because  I had  definite 
information  in  the  letters  of  Cardinal  Cullen.  I 

have 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
have  seen  them,  and  I know  that  he  always  was 
favourable  to  this  Sunday  closing  movement. 

7073.  Without  reference  to  Saturday  closing, 
as  well? — Without  making  any  stipulation  ou 
the  subject.  He  was  always  in  favour  of  Satur- 
day closing. 

7074.  Then,  you  unhesitatingly  say  that 
Doctor  Tynan  must  have  been  wrong  in  his 
statement  ? — I think  he  must  have  made  a mis- 
take about  it.  He  might  have  probably  con- 
fused the  two  things  together.  Cardinal  Cullen 
was  always  strongly  in  favour  of  these  Acts, 
and  he  wished  that  the  two  things  should  be 
carried  out. 

7075.  Do  you  think  that  he  was  a man  who 
would  be  likely  to  confuse  things  in  his  own 
mind  ? — I could  not  say  : I have  not  any  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  him,  but  it  is  sometime  since, 
and  it  is  possible  that  he  may  not  have  recollected 
exactly  what  was  the  state  of  the  facts  at  the 
time. 

7076.  But,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say  'so, 
you  labour  under  the  same  disadvantage  of  a 
length  of  time  having  elapsed  since  then  ? — There 
is  this  in  it ; that  this  particular  subject  was  very 
clearly  before  my  mind,  whereas  Doctor  Tynan 
had  many  subjects  before  his,  and  therefore  I was 
scarcely  likely  to  forget  the  position  of  so  eminent 
a man  as  Cardinal  Cullen  with  regard  to  this 
particular  question. 

7077.  You  say  that  you  have  two  archbishops 
on  the  committee ; how  many  of  the  priests  of 
Ireland  have  you  on  the  committee  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Association? — I do  not  think  there  are 
any  priests,  excepting  one,  viz.,  Father  Behan, 
now  on  committee. 

7078.  Anybody  besides  Father  Behan? — No 
priests  beside  Father  Behan. 

7079.  Have  they  taken  any  interest  at  all  in 
your  movements? — I think  they  have. 

7080.  Would  you  be  likely  to  know  it  if  that 
were  the  case? — As  a body  they  have  not  come 
forward  prominently  in  it ; not  in  so  prominent 
a manner  as  the  bishops. 

7081.  Have  they  not  a movement  of  their  own 
with  regard  to  temperance? — They  have  of 
late,  in  the  last  few  years. 

7082.  And  they  had  at  that  time  also,  had  they 
not  ? — I do  not  think  they  had  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

7083.  You  seem  to  have  a very  accurate 
memory,  did  you  ever  know  a Catholic  church 
n Ir  eland  to  be  without  a temperance  associa- 
tion attached  to  it?— I do  not  recollect  their 
having  those  Sodalities  until  recently  : till  the 
last  few  years. 

7084.  It  is  a good  job  that  other  people  have 

memories?— I do  not  say  but  what  they  have 
had  them,  but  they  never  came  prominently  before 
me  until  the  last  few.  years,  when  I am  aware 
there  was  a considerable  movement  of  those 
Sodalities  and  associations  connected  with  the 
various  churches.  .. 

7085.  Have  they  not  always  been  administering 
ing  the  pledge? — I know  that  Father  Spratt  ad- 
ministered the  pledge  many  years  ago  in  Dublin, 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  there  are  other  clergy- 
men who  did  the  same.  I know  Father  Spratt 
administered  the  pledge  to  a very  large  number 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
of  people,  but  he  did  it,  l think,  pretty  much  on 
his  own  responsibility  in  connection  with  the  late 
Mr.  Haughton.  They  used  to  have  meetings  to- 
gether. 

7086.  Do  you  not  know,  as  a matter  of  fact,  that 
the  priests  of  Ireland  rely  upon  the  machinery  of 
the  Church  in  their  own  hands,  and  the  influence 
of  the  Church,  for  the  spread  of  temperance  ? — 

I do. 

7087.  Rather  than  upon  any  laws  that  have 
been  proposed? — They  never  oppose  those  laws. 

7088.  But  would  not  that  account  for  the  ab- 
sence of  priests  from  your  movement  ? — I cannot 
tell. 

7089.  Do  not  you  think  that  they  have  no 
faith  in  those  laws  ? — I could  not  say  that  at  all. 
They  never  opposed  those  laws,  nor  have  they 
ever  opposed  this  movement. 

7090.  Are  they  not  very  anxious  to  promote 
the  morals  and  the  temperance  of  the  people  ? — 
Yes,  quite  so. 

7091.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  agitation  was 
of  such  a character  that  really  they  would  not 
belong  to  the  Association?— It  is  not  necessary 
that  they  should  belong  to  this  Association. 
They  are  doing  their  work  in  their  own  way,  and 
they  may  prefer  to  do  it  in  that  way,  without 
opposing  our  views  or  in  any  way  interfering 
with  us. 

7092.  But  although  they  are  working  in  aid  of 
temperance,  they  would  not  attach  themselves  to 
the  movement? — They  might  or  might  not;  I 
could  not  tell  how  that  would  be. 

7093.  As  a matter  of  fact,  they  have  not 
attached  themselves  to  the  movement? — No,  not 
as  a body  certainly. 

7094.  Taking  into  account  their  peculiar  posi- 
tion with  regard  to  the  Irish  people,  does  not 
that  show  a want  of  confidence  in  the  move- 
ment?— Considering  that  the  hierarchy  of  the 
Church  have  joined  it,  and  have  expressed  their 
strong  sympathy,  I consider  that  that  is  strong 
evidence  that  the  priests  are  not  unfavourable 
to  it. 

7095.  What  else  have  they  done  besides  giving 
you  their  names  and  letters  ? — They  have  given 
evidence  on  the  subject. 

7096.  Where  have  they  given  evidence? — 
Here. 

7097.  Do  you  mean  before  this  Committee? — 
No,  not  before  this  Committee. 

7098.  Or  before  any  other  Committee? — Yes. 

7099.  Who  was  examined  on  the  subject  ?- — 
There  was  Major  O’Reilly’s  Committee  which 
sat  some  years  ago,  about  1866  or  1867,  and  the 
then  Bishop  of  Cashell,  Dr.  Leahy,  was  exam- 
ined before  that  Committee,  and  gave  his  evi- 
dence strongly  in  favour  of  the  movement,  and 
he  has  written  letters  to  our  Association,  and 
other  bishops  have  written  over  and  over  again 
expressing  sympathy  with  us. 

7100.  There  was  one  bishop  who  gave 
evidence  before  the  Committee? — Yes. 

7101.  And  there  was  one  archbishop  in  Ire- 
land, was  there  not,  who  closed  the  public-houses 
in  his  diocese  ? — Yes. 

7102.  Was  there  any  other  bishop  or  priest 
who  gave  evidence  before  the  Committee  ? — I 
think  not. 

N N 3 7103.  They 
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Mr.  John  O'  Connor — continued. 

7103.  They  manifested  no  interest  whatever 
in  your  association  beyond  writing  those  letters  ? 
— No;  I think  not. 

7104.  Beyond  the  Bishop  Leahy  giving 
evidence,  did  they  manifest  any  other  interest  ? 
— I do  not  recollect  any  other  Bishop  giving 
evidence. 

7105.  If  they  had  a deep  interest  in  your 
Association,  would  they  not  have  promoted  it  in 
their  dioceses  ? — Some  of  them  did  promote  the 
matter  in  their  dioceses,  in  their  own  way,  before 
this. 

7106.  But  you  have  said  just  now  that  they 
applied  themselves  to  their  own  means  rather 
than  to  any  that  your  association  adopt  ? — 
There  was  Bishop  Leahy,  who  had  Sunday 
closing  in  his  diocese,  and  Bishop  Furlong,  who 
had  also  Sunday  closing  in  his  diocese  of 
Ferns  ; the  Bishop  of  Kilmore,  who  had  Sunday 
closing  in  his  diocese,  and  the  Bishop  of  Gssory 
had  also  Sunday  closing  in  his  diocese  ; but  they 
all  hailed  with  satisfaction  the  proposal  that  the 
law  should  come  in  to  their  help.  We  had 
letters  to  that  effect  from  them. 

7107.  Those  were  from  bishops  who  actually 
carried  out  the  Sunday  closing  in  their  own 
diocese  without  the  aid  of  the  law  ? — They 
did  so. 

7108.  Did  none  of  the  others  do  the  same? — 
I think  the  Bishop  of  Galway  did  for  a short 
time. 

7109.  Then  that  would  be  four  out  of  22?— 
Five. 

7110.  The  priests  did  not  attach  themselves 
to  your  movement  as  a body? — No;  I have 
said  so. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7111.  1 6 it  not  the  fact  that  they  drew  up 
petitions  to  this  House,  and  got  petitions  signed 
at  the  doors  of  the  chapels,  in  f'avonr  of  this  Bill  ? 
— That  was  done. 

7112.  You  have  been  secretary  to  the  associa- 
tion? Has  your  association  not  got  assistance 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  throughout 
Ireland,  by  way  of  petitions  signed  at  the  chapel 
doors  ? — That  was  done. 

7113.  All  over  Ireland? — I think  so,  in  most 
places.  I know  that  in  Dublin  it  was  so. 

Mi\  John  O'Connor. 

7114.  With  regard  to  public  bodies.  In  the 
first  place,  let  me  ask  you  what  is  the  total 
number  of  the  replies  that  you  received  to  the 
queries  issued  by  your  office  lately  in  the  last 
circulars  that  you  sent  out,  as  applied  to  the 
whole  of  Ireland?-^-!  think  that  the  largest 
numbers  of  answers  to  any  one  question  was 
693. 

7115.  In  Dublin,  I think,  34,606  people  were 
canvassed.  What  number  of  answers  did  they 
send  in  about  Ireland  ? — Six  hundred  and 
ninety-three  was  the  number  of  replies  to  the 
circular. 

7116.  How  many  did  you  send  out? — I sent 
out  upwards  of  1,000  circulars. 

7117.  To  whom  did  you  send  them?- -To 
various  parties  who  were  likely  to  give  us  a good 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

7118.  That  is  to  say,  they  were  likely  to  give 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

You  an  opinion  favourable  to  your  view,  I sup- 
pose?— Not  altogether. 

7119.  But  mostly  so  ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

7120.  Would  you  tell  us  on  what  principle 
you  selected  them  ? — We  selected  them,  in  the 
first  place,  from  people  who  in  times  past  had 
given  an  opinion  on  the  subject  as  to  the  success 
of  the  movement,  and  we  asked  them  to  give  us 
the  names  of  those  in  their  localities  quite  irre- 
spective of  whether  they  were  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  or  not.  The  only  persons  from  whom  we 
thought  it  was  undesirable  that  we  should  have 
replies  were  publicans,  but  not  from  any  other 
class  of  the  population.  We  asked  them  to  send 
us  the  names  of  poor-law  guardians,  town  com- 
missioners, or  any  other  people,  and  we  sent  them 
the  queries,  and  got  the  answers. 

7121.  But  they  were  people  who  were  on 
your  books  ? — Some  of  them  were. 

7122.  Since  the  last  agitation,  1 suppose? — 
Some  who  had  given  their  opinions  with  regard 
to  the  success  of  the  Act  previously. 

7123.  They  were  men  on  your  books;  they 
were  the  names  of  men  who  had  shown  them- 
selves favourable  to  your  movement? — Yes, 
many  of  them  were  so. 

7124.  With  regard  to  this  canvass  in  Dublin, 
you  got  34,606  favourable  opinions  ? — In  Dublin 
the  numbers  were  34,606  for. 

7125.  What  is  the  population  of  Dublin? — It 
is  nearly  250,000. 

Chairman. 

7126.  It  is  called  a house-to-house  canvass. 
Did  you  take  more  than  one  vote  from  each 
house  ? — W e took  the  votes  from  rooms  which 
were  separately  occupied. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7127.  From  the  heads  of  the  family,  I pre- 
sume ? — Yes ; the  population  of  Dublin  being 
249,602  by  the  census  of  1881. 

Chairman. 

7128.  Have  you  estimated  how  many  families 
there  were  approximately,  or  in  other  words, 
what  the  constituency  that  you  polled  might  be 
roughly  taken  at,  of  course,  it  is  somewhat  more 
than  the  number  of  houses? — The  number  of 
families  in  Dublin  stated  in  Thom’s  Directory  is 
54,725. 

7129.  In  making  this  house-to-house  canvass, 
did  you  take  the  opinion  of  more  members  of  the 
family  than  the  head  of  the  family  ? — No  ; only 
one  out  of  each  family. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

7130.  Whether  it  was  a man  or  a woman  ? — 
Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7131.  These  34,606  would  not  be  all  composed 
of  heads  of  families,  would  they  ?— They  were. 

7132.  Would  there  be  no  lodgers? — If  a man 
occupied  a room,  whoever  he  was,  he  would  be 
considered  as  the  head  of  a family. 

7133.  Although  he  may  not  have  been  a man 
representing  five  children,  and  a wife  ?— He 
might  not ; but  still  he  was  a man. 

7134.  I think 
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Chairman. 

7 134.  I think  I understand  your  answer  to  be 
this  : that  supposing  a house  contains  several 
families,  of  course,  in  the  word  " family,”  for  the 
purposes  of  mating  the  canvas,  you  would  in- 
clude a bachelor  who  lived  in  a lodging  by  him- 
self?— If  he  occupied  a house  or  a room,  he 
would  be  considered  the  head  of  a family. 

7135.  Supposing  that  there  is  a certain  house, 
if  it  contained  only  one  family,  you  would  take 
that,  I presume,  as  one  vote  to  the  house  ? — 
Yes. 

7136.  If  it  contained  several  families;  if  it  was 
a tenement  house  you  took  one  vote  for  each 
family  ? — Yes. 

7137.  Therefore,  does  not  it  naturally  follow 
that  the  famjly  consisted  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  votes  of  more  than  one  member  ? — We 
never  went  into  that  question  at  all. 

Mr.  T.  I I'.  Russell. 

7138.  On  the  point  of  lodgers,  if  you  take  a 
double  room  with  the  head  of  a family,  supposing 
there  was  a lodger  in  that  family ; you  did  not 
count  the  lodger? — No,  certainly  not;  only  the 
head  of  the  family. 

Mi*.  John  O'Connor. 

7139.  Are  you  quite  sure  about  that?-- -Yes, 
I am  quite  sure  that  we  did  not  take  lodgers. 

7140.  I suppose  that  this  canvassing  was  car- 
ried out  by  servants  of  the  association  ? — It  was 
carried  out  by  persons  employed  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  association. 

7141.  And  I suppose  they  usually  try  to  per- 
form a good  day’s  work  ? — No  ; they  were  paid  by 
the  week. 

7142.  But  they  have  naturally  a desire  to 
please  their  employers? — Of  course,  I suppose 
they  wished  to  do  their  duty  in  the  matter. 

7143.  And  their  duty  consisted  in  bringing  in 
the  largest  number  of  names? — No;  they  had  no 
object  whatever  in  doing  that,  because  they  were 
paid  by  the  week. 

7144.  But  is  not  the  object  of  pleasing  an 
employer  a very  good  object  for  a servant? — 
They  were  only  employed  for  this  specific  pur- 
pose, so  that  they  had  no  particular  object. 

7145.  If  the  head  of  the  family  was  out  at  the 
moment,  and  they  saw  a strapping  young  • Irish- 
man inside,  do  you  think  that  they  would  refuse 
to  include  that  man’s  name  ? — Their  instructions 
were  to  leave  these  papers  at  each  house,  and  to 
call  for  them  again  in  a few  days,  and  not  to 
speak  to  the  people,  or  influence  them  in  any 
way. 

7146.  Did  they  bring  back  many  replies  against 
your  circular? — They  did;  there  were  8,117 
against. 

7147.  The  servants  of  the  association  brought 
back  8,117  against,  and  34,606  for? — Exactly 

7148.  Although  they  were  the  servants  of  the 
association,  they  got  8,117  against? — Yes,  cer- 
tainly. 

7149.  I suppose  they  were  not  men  who  would 
make  any  selection  whatever  of  those  who  were 
avourable  to  your  views  ? — Certainly  not. 

7150.  Are  you  quite  sure  of  that?  — Quite 
sure. 

7151.  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  elicit  the 
0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
opinions  of  the  public  bodies  in  Ireland  ? — Yes, 
before  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  was  passed  we 
did. 

7152.  I mean  lately  ? — No. 

7153.  Why  did  you  not? — Simply  because  we 
thought  the  case  was  proved,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  had  brought  in  Bills  to  complete 
the  Act,  and  make  it  permanent ; and  we  did 
not  see  any  necessity  for  taking  any  further 
evidence  on'  the  subject. 

7154.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  in  the  con- 
duct of  your  movement  if  you  thought  you 
could  elicit  opinions  favourable  to  your  view  from 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin,  the  Corporation  of 
Limerick,  the  Corporation  of  Sligo,  and  the  Cor- 
poration of  Cork,  you  would  not  have  done  so  ? 
— I think  very  likely  we  should. 

7155.  But  you  did  not  do  so,  as  a matter  of 
fact  ? -We  did  not. 

7156.  Was  not  that  the  reason  rather  than  the 
production  of  perfect  evidence  ? - We  knew  that 
in  the  Dublin  Corporation  the  majority  were 
against  it. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

7157.  Did  you  know  that  the  Belfast  Cor- 
paration  was  in  your  favour  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7158.  You  knew  that  the  Dublin  Corporation 
were  not  in  your  favour,  and  therefore  you  did 
not  ask  their  opinion  ? -- We  did  not. 

7159.  You  did  not  ask  their  opinion  or  ascer- 
tain it,  because  you  thought  that  the  evidence 
was  perfect,  as  you  stated  some  time  ago  ? — I 
said  generally  that  our  policy  was  that  we  stopped 
the  agitation  because  we  did  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  continue  it. 

7160.  Did  not  you  make  a house-to-house 
canvas  recently? — No  ; we  did  so  in  1882,  when 
the  Act  expired ; we  took  then  the  opinion  of 
the  householders  whether  they  would  wish  it 
continued. 

7161.  Is  that  the  usual  way  of  eliciting  public 
opinion  in  Ireland  ? — It  is  a very  good  one. 

7162.  Is  not  the  usual  way  of  eliciting  public 
opinion  in  Ireland  the  holding  of  public  meetings 
and  passing  resolutions? — Yes,  passing  resolu- 
tions is  one  way,  but  this  I think  is  a better  way, 
because  you  get  the  actual  opinion  of  the  jieople 
themselves. 

7163.  Do  not  the  people  who  attend  public 
meetings  and  pass  resolutions,  express  their 
opinion  ? — No  doubt  they  do,  but  I think  that 
you  • get  at  it  more  definitely  in  this  way, 
because  you  have  people  signing  their  names  to 
the  documents. 

7164.  Is  not  the  holding  of  public  meetings 
the  usual  way  of  eliciting  public  opinion  in 
Ireland  ? — Probably  it  is  ; I think  it  is. 

7165.  Is  it  not  another  way  to  get  the  public 
bodies  of  Ireland  to  express  an  opinion? — Yes. 

7166.  I suppose  you  are  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  Dublin  Corporation,  and  the  Cork  Corpora- 
tion, and  the  Limerick  Corporation,  have  passed 
resolutions  against  this  proposed  legislation? — 
Yes,  but  I heard  that  the  Cork  Corporation  have 
rescinded  the  resolution  that  they  passed. 

7167.  We  have  evidence  hereabout  it;  and, 
with  all  respect,  we  are  better  informed  than 

N N 4 you 
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Mr.  John  O’Connor— continued. 


Mr.  John  O'Conner — continued, 
vou  on  that  subject,  and  I say  so ; they  have  not 
rescinded  it,  but  confirmed  it  by  a very  large 
majority  ? — Then  I am  misinformed.  I certainly 
heard  that  they  had  rescinded  it. 

7168.  You  expressed  a very  strong  opinion, 
did  you  not,  a while  ago,  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  terms  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
to  Dublin  ? — Y es. 

7169.  You  say  that  there  is  a great  amount  ot 
drunkenness  there  ? — There  is. 

7170.  Do  you  think  that  the  closing  ox  public- 

houses  on  Sunday  in  Dublin  would  decrease  that 
amount  of  drunkenness  ?— One  hopes  so,  cer- 
tainly. , _ , , , 

7171.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  lead  to  any 
other  evils  ? — I do  not  think  so ; at  least,  not  to 
any  appreciable  extent. 

7172.  You  say  that  you  have  studied  the  con- 
dition of  Glasgow'? — No.  I said  that  1 knew 
something  of  Edinburgh. 

7173.  Do  you  know  the  condition  of  Glasgow 
at  present  with  regard  to  this  subject?  I have 
no  definite  information  with  regard  to  it. 

7174.  Have  you  read  the  statement  made  by 
the  Provost  of  Glasgow  regarding  this  subject  ? 
— I read  a statement  purporting  to  have  been 
made  by  the  Provost  of  Glasgow  with  reference 
to  this  subject,  but  it  was  not  made  by  the 
Provost  of  Glasgow;  it  was  made  by  a clergy- 
man who  went  by  the  technical  name  of  1 rovost 
Monro.  I wrote  to  the  Lord  Provost  of  Glas- 
oow  to  ask  him  if  lie  had  made  that  statement; 
and  he  replied  that  he  had  not  done  so. 

7175.  Who  is  Provoat  Monro? — He  is  a 
Catholic  clergyman  in  Glasgow. 

7176.  Have  you  read  his  figures? — 1 read  his 
statement  that  he  made. 

7177.  And  his  figures  ?— I suppose  1 did  ; it 
was  brought  out  at  a meeting  of  the  Licensed 
Vintners’  Trades,  in  the  Ancient  Concert 
Rooms,  as  evidence  of  the  opinion  of  the  Provost 
of  Glasgow. 

7178.  But  the  spirit  of  the  inquiry  was  very 
large ; why  did  you  not  inquire  into  the  truth  or 
falsehood  of  those  figures?— I did. 

7179.  What  did  you  discover? — I discovered, 
so  far  as  the  Forbes-Maokenzie  Act  was  con- 
cerned. it  was  an  Act  for  closing  on  Sundays, 
that  it  had  been  a great  success  in  Glasgow,  and 
that  there  was  no  Scotch  Member  who  would 
advocate  its  repeal. 

7180.  Did  not  this  Provost  Munro  deplore 
the  existence  of  the  extraordinary  evils  that  had 
orown  up  since  the  passing  of  that  Act?— I think 
he  did  ; I cannot  quite  recollect  all  he  said. 

7181.  Did  he  not  say  that  there  were  parts  of 
Glasgow  reeking  with  drunkenness  ?— I cannot 
recollect  what  he  said. 

7182.  There  is  a grade  of  the  Catholic  clergy 
in  England  and  Scotland  that  are  called  provosts ; 
they  are  administrators  of  the  parish  priests  ; he 
made  a statement  of  figures  which  I think  a man 
in  your  position  would  have  inquired  into  the 
truth  of? — Yes,  I did  inquire,  and  I found  that 
they  were  not  corroborated  by  the  information 
which  I received. 

7183-  Did  not  that  Provost  Munro  state  that 
there  were  shebeens,  and  there  was  house-drink- 
ing and  private  drinking  to  such  an  extent  as 


nullified  the  benefits  of  the  Forbes-Mackenzie 
Act? — I cannot  tell  unless  I had  the  letter  ; I 
could  not  charge  my  memory  with  what  he  did 
say  ; I know  that  he  spoke  against  the  Act,  and 
said  there  was  a great  deal  of  drunkenness  in 
Glasgow,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

7184.  Have  you  ever  read  anything  about  the 
operation  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  Cardiff? 

— I have  heard  of  it. 

7185.  And  do  you  know  that  the  same  thing 
applies  to  Cardiff  as  to  Glasgow,  and  that  the 
same  results  have  come  to  pass  ? — No;  I think 
the  case  is  very  different. 

7186.  Do  not  you  know  that  Catholic  clergy- 
men and  Protestant  clergymen  both  have  written 
letters  deploring  the  evils  of  drunkenness,  and 
have  you  not  seen  those  statistics  regarding  the 
operation  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  Cardiff? 
— I have  seen  statements  on  the  subject. 

7187.  Have  you  seen  the  statements  of  Catho- 
lic and  Protestant  clergymen  upon  the  subject? 
— No,  I do  not  recollect  seeing  them. 

7188.  What  is  the  gist  of  the  statements  that 
you  have  read  concerning  the  operation  of  the 
Act  in  Cardiff  ?— That  the  Act  is  evaded  or  that 
it  is  not  carried  out. 

7189.  And  that  the  results  aimed  at  by  the 
promoters  of  the  Act  have  not  been  achieved  ? — 
They  were  not  all  that  they  desired. 

7190.  And  that  other  evils  of  a more  grievous 
nature  have  sprung  up;  is  not  that  the  gist  of  it? 
— No  ; I think,  so  far  as  I recollect,  it  was  that 
drinking  still  existed  in  Cardiff. 

7191.  Many  men  in  your  position  are  supposed 
to  be  very  philanthropic  gentlemen,  and  I have 
no  doubt  they  are,  and  if  the  Act  of  Parliament 
produced  greater  evils  than  those  that  you 
endeavoured  to  put  down,  would  you  think  it 
desirable  to  press  further  legislation  on  that 
point?— Certainly  not. 

7192.  If  the  results  of  the  Acts  in  such  large 
towns  as  Glasgow  and  Cardiff  have  been  so  de- 
plorable in  the  estimation  of  those  who  have  the 
morality  of  the  people  at  heart,  why  would  you 
wish  to  have  it  extended  to  Dublin  and  other 
oreat  cities?— You  have  only  given  me  the  evi- 
dence of  one  man,  and  I have  no  doubt  a very 
eminent  man,  but  I have  the  evidence  of  a very 
large  number  of  statistics  to  show  that  the  Forbes- 
Mackenzie  Act  in  Scotland  has  been  most  bene- 
ficial, and  that  there  is  no  Scotch  Member  who 
would  for  a moment  stand  up  and  ask  for  its 
repeal ; therefore,  I consider  that  the  Scotch 
Sunday  Closing  Act  has  succeeded. 

7193.  As  another  reason  for  extending  the  Act 
to  Dublin  you  stated,  did  you  not,  that  it  was  a 
success  in  the  country  district? — Yes. 

7194.  In  your  opinion  is  there  any  analogy  or 
comparison  between  the  working  of  the  Act  in 
the  country  districts  and  in  a large  _ city  ? — I 
think  there  is  more  concentrated  drinking  in  the 
large  cities  than  there  is  in  the  country  districts. 

7195.  Do  not  you  think  it  is  likely  that  there 
would  be  opportunities  in  a large  city  of  cheating 
the  Act  of  Parliament  and  evading  the  law  that 
do  not  exist  in  country  districts?— I suppose 
that  all  Acts  of  Parliament  may  b«  evaded  and 
resisted,  but  they  ought  to  be  carried  out. 

7196.  But  if  they  cannot  be  carried  ont  practi- 

cally, 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

cally,  what  then  ? — I do  not  see  that  there  is 
anything  to  prevent  this  being  carried  out. 

7197.  You  do  not  see  any  difficulties? — 
There  are  difficulties,  but  not  difficulties  that  may 
not  be  overcome. 

7198.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  police- 
men who  have  been  examined  before  the  Com- 
mittee, have  stated  that  there  were  great  diffi- 
culties ? — Yes;  I heard  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Harrell,  that  there  were  difficulties ; and  I heard 
Mr.  Read’s  evidence. 

7199.  Did  you  read  any  of  the  evidence  of  the 
mayors  of  cities  that  were  examined  here? — 
Yes. 

7200.  Do  you  know  that  they  fear  the  growth 
of  those  evils  that  I alluded  to,  such  as  the 
growth  of  shebeening  ? — May  I ask  to  what 
cities  they  apply. 

7201.  The  Mayor  of  Waterford,  I think,  said 
so  ; we  have  had  the  evidence  of  several  Mayors 
of  cities  upon  that  point  ? — So  I understand,  but 
I have  only  seen  the  report  in  the  newspaper. 

7202.  What  reply  did  you  give  to  my  question 
regarding  the  comparison  between  the  operation 
of  the  Act  in  the  country  and  in  large  towns  ? — 
I think  I said  that  I thought  there  was  more 
danger  of  excessive  drinking  in  large  towns  than 
in  the  country. 

7203.  And  you  wish  to  have  the  Act  extended 
because  there  is  excessive  drinking  in  Dublin 
City,  we  will  say? — No  ; that  is  one  reason,  but 
not  the  only  reason  ; I think  it  would  do  good  to 
the  public  ; it  would  check  drunkenness  and  be  a 
benefit  to  the  community  ; and  it  has,  I think, 
been  so  in  the  country  districts,  and  in  cities  like 
Londonderry,  Lurgan,  Drogheda,  and  other 
places  where  the  Act  is  in  force,  and  I do  not 
see  why  it  should  not  be  carried  out  in  Dublin, 
or  in  Belfast,  or  in  the  other  three  cities. 

7204.  Would  not  the  extension  of  the  Act  to 
Dublin  lead  to  home  drinking  very  largely  ? - 1 
do  not  think  it  would. 

7205.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  bogus  clubs  ? — I do  not  think 
it  would,  to  any  extent ; there  are  one  or  two 
clubs  in  Dublin  now. 

7206.  But  they  have  no  necessity  for  bogus 
clubs  in  Dublin,  as  the  public-houses  are  open  ? 
— I do  not  think  that  there  would  be,  in  my 
opinion,  bogus  clubs  established  to  any  extent 
in  Dublin. 

7207.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  lead  to  an 
increase  of  shebeening  ? — Not  to  any  great 
extent ; there  is  shebeening  now. 

7208.  Are  you  aware  that  your  evidence  is  in 
conflict  with  the  evidence  of  the  police  author- 
ities?— It  very  possibly  may;  I only  give  my 
own  opinion  for  what  it  is  worth. 

7209.  How  many  of  those  693  persons  who 
replied  to  the  circulars  were  representative  men 
such  as  town  councillors  or  Poor  Law  guardians? 
—I  could  not  tell  you ; I have  not  analysed 
them  in  that  way. 

7210.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  O’Donnell’s,  the 
chief  magistrate  of  Dublin,  statements  regarding 
the  dwellings  of  the  poor  ; do  you  remember  he 
said  that  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor  was  the  true  solution  of  the  question  ? — I 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
cannot  be  quite  sure  whether  he  said  so  or  not ; 
I think  it  is  very  likely  he  did. 

7211.  Have  you  ever  done  anything  with  re- 
gard to  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor  ? — Do  you  mean  personally. 

7212.  Yes,  personally  have  you  yourself 
engaged  in  that  philanthropic  movement  ? — No, 
I think  not,  not  personally;  many  of  my  friends 
are  connected  with  the  Artizans’  Dwellings 
Company,  many  supporters  of  this  movement  are ; 
but  my  hands  were  full  of  other  things  and  I did 
not  go  into  it. 

7213.  I suppose  it  would  not  be  going  too  far 
for  me  to  say  that  you  would  extinguish  the 
liquor  traffic  altogether  ? — No,  but  I am  afraid 
that  I would  not  have  power  to  do  it. 

7214.  But  if  you  had  the  power  you  would? 
—I  should  not  object  at  all. 

7215.  If  you  had  the  power  would  you  not  do' 
it  ? — I think  it  is  one  of  those  things  that  are 
so  unlikely,  that  I ever  would  have  the  power,, 
that  it  is  scarcely  worth  going  into  it. 

7216.  But  as  a matter  of  fact  you  would? — I 
consider  that  there  is  very  great  evil  done  by  the 
drinking  usages  of  society,  and  I should  like  to 
have  them  reduced  as  much  as  possible. 

7217.  You  are  very  strong  on  the  point,  are  you 
not,  of  putting  down  the  liquor  traffic? — Yes. 

7218.  You  carry  it  so  far  that  you  refuse  to 
have  any  business  transaction  with  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  liquor  traffic? — My  firm  do  not  do 
work  in  breweries  and  distilleries. 

7219.  Or  any  persons  engaged  in  the  liquor 
traffic  ? — Or  public-houses  generally. 

7220.  Then  you  are  very  strong  on  the  point  ? 
— Yes. 

7221.  Consequently,  I suppose  you  do  not 
consider  yourself  a most  impartial  witness  on  the 
question? — You  may  considei,  whether  lam  or 
not,  I have  those  views,  and  I endeavour  to  tell' 
you  what  my  opinions  are. 

Mr.  Agg- Gardner. 

7222.  I think  you  stated  that  you  thought 
that  the  extension  of  this  Act  would  check 
drunkenness  ? — Yes. 

7223.  And  you  fortified  that  opinion  by  a 
reference  to  the  Forbes-Mackenzie  Act? — Yes. 

7224.  Are  you  aware  that  the  arrests  for 
drunkenness  in  Scotland  on  Sundays  exceed  per 
head  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  in  England  per 
head  of  the  population? — I should  be  very  much 
surprised  to  find  that  that  was  the  case. 

7225.  I am  taking  official  returns.  You  said 
did  you  not  that  you  did  not  think  that  private 
drinking  would  be  increased  by  the  closing  of  the 
public-houses  on  Sundays? — Not  to  any  apj)re- 
ciable  extent. 

7226.  I suppose  that  persons  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  drinking  beer  or  whisky  would  continue 
to  do  so  even  if  the  public-houses  were  closed? 
— Yes,  I think  so. 

7227.  And  then  the  only  opportunities  that 
they  would  have  to  satisfy  this  desire  would  be 
to  get  those  drinks  into  their  houses  on  Saturday 
nights  ? — Y es. 

7228.  Do  you  not  think  that  that  would  ex- 
pose them  to  the  temptation  of  excessive  drink- 
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Mr.  Agg-Gardner ■ — continued, 
ing?— I think  that  the  home  influence  would  be 
just  as  much  against  drinking  as  for  it. 

7229.  Then  you  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
chance  of  influence  at  all  bearing  in  the  other 
direction  ? — It  is  possible ; but  I think  that  tbe 
home  influence  would  be  decidedly  against 
drinking.  My  opinion  is  that  the  great  evil  of 
drinking  on  Sundays  in  those  towns  is  not  that 
the  people  drink  to  excess  in  their  homes,  or 
with  their  dinners,  but  that  they  go  into  the 
open  public-houses  and  treat  each  other.  A 
number  of  them  go  in  and  drink  to  a great 
extent,  and  that  is  ihe  great  source  of  drunken- 
ness in  those  large  towns. 

7230.  Would  not  that  danger  be  transferred 
from  the  public-houses  to  the  private  houses  if 
they  took  in  a large  quantity  of  beer  or  whisky ; 
they  would  have  a larger  quantity  than  usual, 
and  there  woul-l  be  a temptation,  would  there 
not,  to  drink? — I do  not  think  so.  I think  it  is 
the  temptation  of  the  open  public-houses  that 
leads  to  the  great  drinking.  They  would  not  go 
deliberately  and  take  home  a quantity  of  drink 
with  the  intention  of  having  a debauch. 

7231.  Is  there  much  drunkenness  among 
women  in  Dublin? — Yes,  a great  deal. 

7232.  Do  not  you  think  that  that  would  be 
increased  by  the  home  consumption  of  alcoholic 
liquor  ? - It  exists  at  the  present  time,  and  I do 
not  think  it  would  be  increased, 

7233.  You  are  probably  aware  that  a contrary 
opinion  has  been  expressed  by  witnesses  before 
the  Committee,  but  I will  ask  you  now  about 
the  bond  fide  traveller  question.  Are  you  in 
favour  of  extending  the  limit  of  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clause?— Yes. 

7234.  Are  you  in  favour  of  abolishing  it  alto- 
gether ? — Y es ; I would  abolish  it  altogether. 

7235.  Then  you  would  not  afford  him  any 
convenience  at  all  ? — I think  if  they  want  to  go 
into  the  country  to  travel,  they  might  take  what 
refreshments  they  want  with  them,  or  they  might 
go  to  an  hotel  where  they  could  get  such  refresh- 
ments as  they  required. 

7236.  You  would  not  interfere  with  legitimate 
travellers  having  refreshments  in  an  hotel  ? — No, 
I would  not. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7237.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Tynan 
here  the  other  day,  in  which  he  quoted  some 
figures  respecting  the  drunkenness  of  women, 
and  he  stated  that  he  believed  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  drunkenness  among  women  in  Dublin,  in 
his  own  parish,  with  18,000  inhabitants,  was 
caused  by  home  drinking.  What  is  your  expe- 
rience of  that  ? — My  belief  is  that  the  women  go 
into  public-houses  to  drink,  as  well  as  the  men, 
to  a very  large  extent  in  Dublin. 

7238.  Do  you  think  that  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sundays  would  stop  drunkenness 
amongst  women  in  Dublin  ? — That  I would  not 
say. 

7239.  But  would  it  do  so  to  an  appreciable 
extent  ? — I think  it  would  decrease  it. 

7240.  Bespecting  shebeening ; have  you  had 
any  experience  of  shebeening? — No,  not  per- 
sonally. 

7241.  Bespecting  Saturday  night,  have  you 


Mr.  Jacoby  - continued. 

any  suggestion  to  make  as  to  the  hours  at  which 
the  houses  should  close  on  Saturday  nights  ? — I 
think  seven  o’clock  would  be  the  right  hour. 
Saturday  is  a half-holiday  in  many  large  towns, 
and  places  of  business  close  at  two,  and  sometimes 
the  men  are  paid  the  day  before,  and  I do  not  see 
that  there  would  be  any  inconvenience  in  closing 
the  public-houses  at  seven  o’clock. 

7242.  Bespecting  Sunday,  I presume  you  are 
in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sundays  ? — Yes. 

7243.  Are  you  in  favour  of  opening  such 
houses  as  hotels  for  bond  fide  travellers  ? — What 
I said  was  that  I think  it  would  be  much  better 
to  do  away  with  the  bond  fide  travellers’  clause 
altogether,  but  I think  travellers  can  go  to  an 
hotel  and  they  can  get  what  refreshments  they 
want  there. 

Chairman. 

7244.  To  clear  up  your  answer  to  the  honour- 
able Member  who  examined  you  before  ; if  you 
do  away  with  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause 
altogether,  it  would  not  be  possible  for  real  bona 
fide  travellers  to  get  any  drink  at  an  hotel  unless 
he  was  actually  residing  in  the  hotel.  A 
suggestion  has  been  made  to  us,  and  I should 
like  to  have  your  opinion  upon  it,  that  the  bond 
fide  traveller  exempting  clause  should  not  be  a 
general  clause  applied  to  all  drinking  licenses  as 
it  is  at  present,  but  that  in  whatever  legislation  is 
introduced  there  should  be  a special  provision 
operating  in  favour  of  a certain  class  of  licensed 
houses  which  may  be  roughly  described  as  hotels ; 
have  you  considered  that  suggestion? — Yes,  I 
have,  and  I should  not  object  to  it,  provided  there 
was  food  in  those  houses  and  beds. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7245.  May  I take  it  that  you  would  have  no 
objection  to  this  limitation  of  the  bond  fide 
travellers  clause  to  houses  thai  are  either 
restaurants  or  hotels  ? — No ; I think  that  that 
might  be  done,  but  the  exemption  should  not  be 
given  to  houses  where  they  sell  nothing  but 
drink. 

7246.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the 
way  in  which  the  police  act  in  cases  of  drunken- 
ness, iu  generally  watching  the  houses,  especially 
as  regards  convictions,  in  cases  of  offending 
publicans  ? — My  opinion  is  that  the  police  try  to 
carry  out  their  duties, 

7247.  Do  you  believe  that  the  police  act  with 
strict  impartiality? — May  I ask  whether  the 
honourable  Member  means  in  Dublin. 

7248.  From  your  experience,  do  you  think  that 
there  is  any  favouritism  shown  by  the  police  to 
any  class  of  publicans  in  Ireland  ? — I have  no 
means  of  knowing  whether  that  is  so  or  not. 

7249.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  about 
it  ?— Yes,  I have,  but  not  to  any  great  extent ; 
certainly.  I have  heard  of  a few  cases. 

7250.  Have  you  been  able  to  follow  up  any  of 
those  cases? — I never  have;  I was  asked  the 
question  by  the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone 
the  other  day,  and  I said  that  I had  not  followed 
up  those  cases. 

7251.  Do  you  think  the  police  show  any 
preference  on  account  of  the  political  views  of 
publicans  ? — That  is  a question  which  I could  not 

answer. 
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Mr.  Jacoby—  continued. 

answer.  I believe  that  the  police  carry  out 
their  duty  efficiently  on  the  whole. 

7252.  We  have  heard  of  the  shebeening,  and 
we  have  also  had  figures  of  the  cases  of  drunken- 
ness in  Dublin;  and  we  have  been  told  by 
witnesses  that  those  figures  do  not  show  or  in 
any  way  illustrate  the  actual  amount  of  drunken- 
ness in  Dublin.  What  I want  to  ask  you,  who 
have  studied  this  question,  having  been  con- 
nected with  temperance  for  22  years,  and  having 
naturally  made  it  your  special  subject,  what  is 
your  experience  of  the  way  in  which  the  police 
have  done  their  duty.  Do  you  think,  it  the 
police  had  done  their  duty  fairly  all  round, 
there  would  have  been  so  many  cases  of  drunken- 
ness in  Dublin?— I think  on  the  whole  they 
have.  In  some  cases  they  may  not  have  done  it, 
but  on  the  whole  I think  the  police  in  Dublin 
do  carry  out  their  duty  efficiently. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

7253.  Do  I understand  you  rightly  to  say 
that  you  believe  that  no  Member  representing  a 
Scotch  constituency  wishes  to  modify  the  Forbes- 
Mackenzie  Act?— I said  I was  told  that  no 
Scotch  Member  would  dare  to  propose  that  the 
Forbes- Mackenzie  Act  should  be  repealed;  that 
it  would  be  very  much  against  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents. 

7254.  Under  what  circumstances  were  you 
told  that ! — It  was  in  reply  to  this  statement 
which  Provost  Munro  had  made.  I made  some 
inquiries  about  it  as  to  the  working  of  the 
Forbes- Mackenzie  Act,  and  1 was  told  that  it 
had  worked  well. 

7255.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  was  no 
Scotch  Member  who  was  not  of  opinion  that  the 
Act  did  not  work  well  ? — What  1 said  was  that 
no  Scotch  Member  would  move  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Act. 

7256.  You  could  not  say  that  there  is  no 
Scotch  Member  who  was  not  dissatisfied  with 
the  workiug  of  the  Forbes- Mackenzie  Act? 

I cannot  say  what  the  Scotch  Members’  private 
views  may  be. 

7257.  You  say  that  you  believe  that  a great 
many  women  as  well  as  men  go  to  public-houses 
and  get  drunk ; on  what  do  you  ground  that 
belief? — 1 have  not  tne  figures  with  me,  but 
very  recently  a certain  number  of  public-houses 
in  Dublin  were  selected,  and  the  nnmber  of 
women  who  went  in  counted,  and  the  number 
was  very  large.  I shall  be  very  happy  to  hand 
in  those  returns  to  the  Committee,  but  I have 
not  got  them  with  me  here.  A certain  number 
of  public-houses  were  watched  in  certain  hours  ; 
not  the  dinner-hour ; it  was  after  the  dinner- 
hour. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

7258.  A good  deal  has  been  said  as  to  the 
opinions  of  Cardinal  Cullen,  and  it  lias  been  sug- 
gested that  they  became  somewhat  altered ; 
1 should  like  to  ask  you  this,  whether  the 
relations  of  Cardinal  Cullen  continued  friendly 
throughout  his  life  to  those  who  were  engaged 
in  Sunday  closing  work,  practically,  without 
any  loss  of  interest,  were  they  continued  friendly 
to  the  end  ? — So  far  as  I know,  they  always 
continued  so.  In  anything  that  I had  to  do 
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Mr.  Rowntree — continued, 
with  him,  or  that  the  association  had  to  do  with 
him,  he  was  always  friendly. 

7259.  You  were  not  aware  of  any  change  of 
attitude  on  his  part? — No,  not  at  all. 

7260.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law,  as  I understand,  y ou  stated 
that  it  was  within  your  knowledge  that  a belief  was 
entertained  by  some  persons  in  some  districts  that 
the  admininistration  of  law  was  not  altogether 
satisfactory.  I do  not  wish  to  ask  you  whether 
in  your  opinion  that  is  right  or  wrong,  but  I 
should  like  to  ask  whether  that,  belief  has,  in 
your  opinion,  increased  or  otherwise,  during  the 
last  few  years  ? — If  you  mean  as  to  impartiality, 
it  is  only  in  the  last  few  years  that  I heard  of  it 
at  all. 

7261.  If  on  the  part  of  some  persons  in 
some  districts  a considerable  hesitation  was 
shown  in  asking  for  additional  legislation  and 
fur  additional  powers  to  the  police,  is  it  your 
opinion  that  this  distrust  of  the  administration  is 
an  important  factor  in  the  case,  which  may  even 
overshadow  the  merits  of  this  legislation  itself, 
in  some  cases  ? — I should  think  not  generally  ; it 
may  in  the  case  of  a few  gentlemen,  perhaps; 
Members  of  Parliament,  for  instance;  but  not 
in  the  case  of  the  general  public. 

Mr.  Lea. 

7262.  Following  up  my  honourable,  friend’s 
question,  I should  like  to  ask  do  you  consider  that 
the  police  have  carried  out  the  Act  fairly  and  im- 
partially everywhere? — As  a whole,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  they  have. 

7263.  Your  opinion,  I presume,  is  an  impartial 
one,  because  I think  you  are  not  opposed  to  what 
are  called  Home  Pule  opinions  ? — That  is  so.  1 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  as  you 
have  stated ; I do  hold  Home  Rule  opinions. 

7264.  Does  not  that  add  weight  to  your 
opinion  ?— That  is  for  the  Committee  to  judge. 

7265.  May  I ask  you  one  other  question  ; the 
statistics  given  of  your  work  in  1882, 1 presume, 
represent  the  feelings  of  the  people  now  as  much 
as  they  did  then? — They  have  never  given  any 
evidence  of  any  change  of  opinion. 

7266.  You  think  that  the  same  statistics,, 
roughly  speaking,  would  apply  now  ? — I think 
so. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.. 

7267.  With  reference  to  this  canvas  of  which 
you  have  spoken,  did  you  issue  printed  instruc- 
tions to  the  canvassers  ?—  Yes. 

7268.  Did  those  canvassers  make  a solemn 
declaration  at  the  close  of  the  canvas  before  one 
of  the  police  magistrates  of  Dublin  that  they 
had  carried  it  out  faithfully,  according  to  the 
printed  instructions  ?— Yes,  that  was  done. 

7269.  Regarding  the  police,  will  you  cast 
your  mind  back  and  say  whether  you  remember 
an  agitation  in  Dublin  in  which  you  took  part 
against  the  police  because  of  their  partial  ad- 
ministration of  the  licensing  law?  — May  I ask 
whether  you  mean  as  regards  the  spirit  grocers  ? 

7270.  1 am  now  speaking  as  regards  their 
administration  of  the  licensing  law  in  the  City 
of  Dublin ; do  you  remember  an  agitation  to 
that  effect?— I recollect  our  going  to  Sir  Michael 
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Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell — continued. 

Hicks  Beach  when  he  was  Chief  Secretary  on 
the  subject. 

Chairman. 

7271.  What  year  was  that? — It  was  just  after 
the  Act  passed,  I think ; about  1879. 

Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell. 

7272.  What  was  the  charge  against  the 
police  then  ? — I think  it  was  that  they  had  not 
summoned  people  for  breaches  of  the  law. 

7273.  Were  substantial  charges  made  that  the 
police  were  absolutely  bribed  by  the  drink- 
sellers  ? — Yes,  I think  that  is  very  possible. 

7274.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  after  that  deputa- 
tion to  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach  the  whole 
thing  was  changed  ? — There  was  a very  great 
change. 

7275.  And  this  illegal  dealing  was  put  down 
by  the  police  in  the  City  of  Dublin  to  a large 
extent  ? — That  was  so. 

7276.  Were  not  the  inspectors  changed  be- 
cause of  it  ? — That  I am  not  sure  of;  I could  not 
say. 

7277.  Then  it  is  not  the  administration  that 
bears  hardly  against  nationalist  publicans,  but  it 
is  the  corruption  of  the  drink  trade  operating  upon 
the  police  which  has  been  the  cause  of  this  admi- 
nistration of  the  1 aw.  Y ou  remember  a case  in  which 
the  police  were  charged  with  a partial  adminis- 
tration of  the  law ; that  was  a case,  was  it  not,  in 
which  the  police  were  actually  charged  with 
being  in  connivance  with  the  drinkseller  himself  ? 
— Yes,  that  was  the  case. 

7278.  And  that  was  altered  by  Sir  Michael 
Hicks  Beach  ? — It  was. 

7279.  Coming  to  Cardiff,  do  you  know  any 
reason  why  it  is  alleged  that  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  has  not  been  a success  in  Cardiff  ? — One 
reason  is  that  people  come  from  adjoining  parts 
of  Wales,  or  they  come  from  Cardiff,  and  get 
drink  outside  the  boundary,  and  come  back 
drunk  to  Cardiff. 

7280.  Does  not  that  rather  apply  to  Swansea 
than  to  Cardiff? — Perhaps  it  does  apply  to 
Swansea,  but  it  applies  to  Cardiff  also. 

7281.  Are  you  aware  of  any  bogus  clubs  in 
Cardiff?— Yes. 

7282.  Are  j'ou  aware  of  their  being  known  to 
the  police  and  the  magistrates  ? — We  are  aware 
of  that. 

7288.  Then  the  whole  thing  has  changed  since 
Father  Richardson  wrote  that  letter? — Yes,  I 
am  told  so. 

7284.  With  regard  to  shebeening  in  Glasgow, 
you  have  no  doubt  that  shebeening  does  exist 
even  with  closed  public-houses  in  Scotland  ? — 
Yes,  so  I am  informed. 

7285.  Did  you  hear  Dr.  Tynan  say  that 
existed  in  Dublin  with  open  public-houses  ? — 
Yes ; I think  so. 

_ 7286.  Did  you  hear  Dr.  Tynan  state  that  in 
his  parish,  in  a part  called  Temple  Bar,  there 
was  scarcely  a house  that  he  could  not  get 
drink  in  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  even  with  the 
public-houses  open  ? — I do  not  recollect  exactly 
hissaying  so. 

7287.  If  that  be  so;  if  shebeening  exists  in 
Dublin  with  open  public-houses  to  that  extent, 
is  there  any  very  great  harm  to  be  apprehended 


Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell — continued, 
from  the  houses  being  closed? — No;  I have 
always  said  that  I do  not  think  there  would 
be. 

7288.  Do  you  remember  Chief  Constable 
McGaw,  from  Glasgow,  being  examined  here 
in  1877  ?— Yes. 

7289.  Do  you  remember  the  chief  of  the 
Edinburgh  police  being  examined  in  1877  ? — 
Yes. 

7290.  What  was  the  substance  of  their  evi- 
dence with  regard  to  the  Forbes-Mackenzie 
Act  ?- — Strongly  in  favour  of  it. 

7291.  Do  you  remember  the  division  which 
took  place  on  the  12th  of  May  1876,  on  Pro- 
fessor Smyth’s  Motion  in  favour  of  Irish  Sun- 
day closing  ? — Yes. 

7292.  Did  not  the  Scotch  Members  who  had 
had  20  years’  experience  of  that  Act  vote  almost 
unanimously  in  favour  of  that  Motion? — They 
did. 

7293.  Would  it  be  too  much  to  suppose  that 
the  Scotch  Members  voted  upon  that  occasion 
for  the  application  of  a law  to  Ireland  of  what 
they  considered  to  have  benefited  Scotland  ? — 
Certainly  it  would  not. 

7294.  You  do  not  think  that  they  held  the 
opinion  of  Provost  Munro,  of  Glasgow  ? — They 
certainly  did  not. 

7295.  With  regard  to  the  Catholic  clergy 
not  having  very  active  communication  with  the 
Irish  Sunday  Closing  Association,  do  you  re- 
member a memorial  being  presented  to  Lord 
Beaconsfield  in  favour  of  this  measure? — Yes. 

7296.  Could  you  tell  me  how  many  bishops 
that  was  signed  by  ? — I am  afraid  I cannot ; it 
was  signed  by  a large  number. 

7297.  Was  it  signed  by  every  Roman  Ca- 
tholic bishop  in  Ireland,  with  the  exception  of 
three  ? — Yes  ; that  was  the  case. 

Chairman. 

7298.  When  was  that? — That  was,  I think, 

in  the  year  1875.  1 have  the  memorial  here ; 

it  was  addressed  to  the  Right  Hon.  Benjamin 
Disraeli,  m.p..  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ; the 
memorial  was  a long  one.  It  was  sent  out  as  a 
bound  volume,  with  all  the  signatures. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7299.  That  memorial  was  signed,  you  say, 
by  most  of  the  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland  ? — 
Yes;  it  was. 

7300.  Was  not  that  showing  an  interest  in 
the  work  ? — It  did  certainly  show  an  interest 
in  it. 

7301.  Did  not  those  Catholic  clergymen  in 
many  cases  arrange  meetings  in  the  premises, 
and  preside  over  them  ? — They  did. 

7303.  And  they  took  part  in  them  ? — Yes. 

7304.  Did  not  the  bishops  send  up  direct 
representatives  to  the  annual  meeting  every 
year  ? — They  did. 

7305.  Therefore  it  is  not  true  to  say  that 
the  interest  of  the  Catholic  clergy  was  limited 
to  the  case  of  the  bishops  writing  a few  letters  ? 
— Not  at  all;  certainly  not. 

Chairman. 

7306.  With  regard  to  that  memorial  which 
was  presented  in  the  year  1875,  will  you  tell 

us 
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Chairman — continued . 

us  the  class  of  signatories  to  that  memorial? — 
It  was  signed  by  the  clergy  of  all  denomina- 
tions, and  it  was  ssigned  by  town  councillors, 
town  commissioners,  Poor  Law  guardians,  ma- 
o-istrates,  and  employers  of  labour. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7306. *  The  honourable  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  suggested  that  that  memorial  had  been 
signed  by  all  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  ex- 
cepting three;  can  you  tell  me  whether  there 
is  a list  of  the  names  of  those  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  who  signed  that  memorial  r — If  you 
will  allow  me  I will  get  that  memorial  itself, 
and  hand  it  in  to  the  Committee  ; it  is  a 
volume  which  was  very  widely  circulated. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

7307.  When  was  that  memorial  presented?' — 
It  was  presented  to  the  Prime  Minister  in  1875. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

7308.  Was  it  presented  by  a deputation  limited 
to  12,  of  whom  Mr.  A.  M.  Sullivan  was  a 
member  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

7309.  So  that  there  is  a difference  of  opinion 
held  amongst  the  bishops  at  present  ? — I handed 
in  a pamphlet  with  the  opinions  of  the  bishops. 

7310.  Will  you  kindly  answer  my  question 
directly ; 1 say,  so  that  the  bishops  hold  a different 
opinion  at  present  to  what  they  did  in  the  year 
1875? — There  are  only  two  who  have  expressd 
any  different  opinions  upon  the  subject,  so  far  as 
I know. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7311.  Who  are  they  ? — The  Bishop  of  Down 
and  Connor  and  the  Bishop  of  Sligo. 

7312.  There  is  one  man  who  says,  “If  Sunday 
closing  is  to  have  in  the  future,  as  it  has  had  in 
the  past,  the  effect  of  multiplying  shebeen  houses 
indefinitely,  and  without  any  bond  fide  effort  of 
the  police  or  the  magistracy  to  prevent  their 
cursed  traffic ; if,  moreover,  licensed  houses  are  to 
be  open  on  Sundays  to  all  who  represent 
themselves  as  travellers  ; it  will,  in  my  opinion, 
be  better  for  the  morality  and  health  of  our 
people,  at  least  in  the  towns,  that  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  should  be  allowed  to  expire.”  That 
is  a letter  from  Dr.  Gillooly,  the  Bishop  of  Sligo; 
is  that  the  divine  to  whom  you  refer  ? — Yes. 

7313.  And  the  other  is  the  Bishop  of  Down 
and  Connor? — Yes. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

7314.  You  have  communicated  recently  with 
all  the  bishops  in  Ireland,  I understand? — Yes. 

7315.  How  many  of  those  have  replied  to  you  ? 
— I think  1 got  replies  from  15  out  of  the  26. 

7316.  And  two  of  those  15  gave  you  an  adverse 
opinion  ? — Not  altogether ; they  were  both  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing  in  the  country  districts. 

7317.  Was  not  the  Bishop  of  Down  and 
Connor  directly  opposed  to  any  Act  ? — No ; I 
will  just  read  you  his  words,  if  you  wish. 

7318.  Will  you  allow  me  to  ask  you,  was  this 
a portion  of  his  letter : “ I would  prefer  to  see 

0.67. 


Mi-.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued, 
the  Act  of  1878  renewed  in  rural  districts  ; but 
the  extension  of  total  Sunday  closing  to  large 
towns,  where  it  is  usually  accompanied  by  she- 
been and  family  drinking,  would  not,  in  my 
opinion,  tend  to  pi-omote  sobriety  or  morality.” 
Was  that  a portion  of  his  letter? — Yes;  and  he 
begins  by  saying  that  he  would  prefer  to  see  the 
Act  renewed  in  rural  districts. 

7319.  But  hejs  speaking  particularly  of  Bel- 
fast, one  of  the  exempted  towns  ? — Yes. 

7320.  Consequently  his  opinion  was  totally 
adverse  to  yours,  was  it  not? — Yes,  certainly. 

7321.  And  14  of  the  bishops  sent  you  no  reply  ? 
— I find  there  were  27  bishops,  and  that  makes  12 
who  did  not  reply. 

7322.  Must  we  not  infer  that  as  they  did  not 
reply  to  you,  their  opinions  are  not  in  accordance 
with  yours? — I do  not  think  we  should  infer 
that, 

7323.  But  in  the  case  of  the  memorial  that 
you  sent  forward  to  Lord  Beaconsfield,  you  say 
that  you  got  the  signatures  of  all  the  bishops 
excepting  three? — Yes,  that  is  my  recollection 
at  the  present  moment. 

7324.  On  the  same  principle,  those  who  did 
not  favour  you  with  a reply  at  this  time  of  course 
cannot  be  held  to  hold  the  same  opinion  as  your- 
self?— There  may  be  other  reasons : some  of  them 
were  from  home ; I know  that  at  the  time  some  of 
them  were  in  Rome. 

7325.  A word  or  two  on  the  celebrated  house- 
to-house  canvass ; how  many  of  those  canvassers 
did  you  send  out? — YVe  sent  out  one  for  each 
ward  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  as  far  as  I recollect. 

7326.  Was  every  house  visited? — That  was 
the  instructions  that  we  gave  the  men. 

7327.  I ask  you  was  every  house  visited? — I 
cannot  say  that  every  one  was,  but  they  were 
told  to  do  it,  and  they  said  that  they  did  it. 

7328.  Were  those  canvassers  sufficient!)'  re- 
liable ? — Certainly. 

7329.  What  proof  had  you  that  they  made  a 
house-to-house  canvass? — In  the  first  place  we 
made  inquiries  as  to  their  character,  and  we  em- 
ployed none  unless  we  believed  them  to  be 
respectable  men  ; in  the  next  place  they  made  a 
deposition  before  a magistrate  that  they  had  car- 
ried out  their  instructions. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

7330.  Were  they  paid  for  canvassing  ? — They 
were. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

7331.  As  paid  servants,  of  course  they  were 
naturally  anxious,  were  they  not,  to  please  their 
employers  ? — I should  think  so,  certainly. 

7332.  Could  you  not  have  made  a house-to- 
house  canvass,  which  would  have  been  more  re- 
liable than  that  which  you  did  ? — I do  not  know 
how  we  could  have  done  it  more  reliably.  We 
might  have  had  volunteers ; but  it  would  have 
been  a very  laborious  thing  to  go  through  the 
whole  of  the  houses  of  Dublin. 

7333.  It  is  so  laborious  that  I am  fully  of 
opinion  that  it  was  very  imperfectly  and  very 
partially  performed  ; but  that  is  not  your 
opinion? — No,  that  is  not  my  opinion,  but  entirely 
the  opposite. 

0 0 3 7334.  You 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

7334  You  were  asked  a question  or  two  with 
reference  to  the  partiality  of  the  police.  Of 
course  your  information,  I presume,  applies  only 
to  Dublin  ?— No ; I have  information  all  over 
Ireland  about  the  police. 

7335.  Have  you  heard  how  the  police  have 
been  acting  towards  the  licensed  trade  in  Cork, 
Kerry,  and  Limerick?-  I have  heard  just  some 
reports  or  rumours,  but  nothing  very  definite. _ 

7336.  Through  what  sources  did  you  hear  it? 
—Through  some  of  the  Irish  Members. 

7337.  Do  you  believe  that  those  reports  are 
trUe  ?—  1 would  not  like  to  disbelieve  them  ; but 
1 have  made  no  inquiries  into  the  matter.  As  I 
have  said  several  times,  I have  not  inquired  into 
the  accuracy  or  not  of  those  charges. 

7338.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  Ro- 
tunda meeting  ? — Yes. 

7339.  Who  is  Mr.  Simmons,  whose  name  1 see 
mentioned  in  that  report  ? — I do  not  recollect  ; 
he  is  in  some  trade  in  Dublin. 

7340.  Is  he  not  the  secretary  to  the  Carpen- 

ters’ Association?—!  could  not  be  quite  sure 
what  he  is.  I know  lie  i3  a member  of  the 
technical  schools  committee,  and  he  probably 
is 

7341.  In  that  capacity  is  he  not  a representa- 
tive man? — Yes,  I should  think  so. 

7342.  And  you  would  consider  that  he  repre- 
sents the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  workmen 
that  he  comes  in  contact  with? — JNo,  only  of  a 
certain  number,  I should  think. 

7343.  Do  you  know  Mr.  O’Reilly,  the  secre- 
tary to  the  trades  council  ? — I do  not  know 
him. 

7344.  Are  you  not  aware  that  he  was  at  the 
meeting  ? — I cannot  quite  recollect  the  names  of 
all  the  speakers.  I have  an  account  of  it  here 
if  you  like  me  to  refresh  my  memory  with  it. 

7345.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Clark,  the  secretary 
to  the  Cork  Cutters’  Society? — No;  1 do  not 
know  him. 

7346.  if  those  gentlemen  were  there  in  their 
representative  capacities  would  you  not  attach 
much  weight  to  their  views? — No;  I would 
not. 

7347.  Simply  because  they  are  opposed  to 
Sunday  closing  you  would  attach  no  importance 
to  their  opinion  ; is  not  that  so  ? — I do  not  think 
that  they  represent  the  opinion  of  the  working 
men  of  Dublin. 

7348.  Are  they  not  elected  to  their  respective 
ositions  by  their  fellow  working  men  ?— -1  do  not 
now  their  constituencies  or  the  manner  in  which 

they  are  elected. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7349.  Not  knowing  that,  how  can  you  make 
that  statement  which  you  have  just  made  ?— I 
snid  that  I do  not  think  they  representthe  work- 
ing men  of  Dublin. 

Chairman. 

7350.  Do  you  mean  that  you  do  not  think  that 
they  represent  them  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and 
business  or  that  they  do  not  represent  them  for 
the  purposes  of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  this 
question  ?— The  opinions  on  this  or  any  other 
question  of  the  particular  trades  they  may. 


Mr.  Peter  MeDonald. 

7351.  Notwithstanding  that  they  are  mainly 
elected,  I may  say  unanimously,  by  their  fellow 
workmen,  and  you  say  that  that  they  do  not  repre- 
sent their  fellow  workmen  ? — They  represent,  of 
course,  the  people  who  elect  them. 

7352.  Representing  the  people  who  elect  them 
would  they  be  likely  to  give  an  opinion  adverse 
to  those  who  did  elect  them  ? — There  are  very 
large  numbers  of  working  men  in  Dublin 
who  do  not  belong  to  trades  societies,  that  are 
independent  of  them,  and  therefore  those  gentle- 
men do  not  represent  them  in  any  way. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

7353.  You  mean  that  the  question  of  Sunday 
closing  never  comes  up  at  all  when  those  men 
are  elected  ? — No I do  not  think  it  does. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7354.  They  are  elected  for  the  purposes  of 
their  special  trades?— Yes,  for  the  interests  of  ' 
their  particular  trades. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7355.  Do  not  the  trades  and  the  councils  of 
the  trades  take  other  matters  into  consideration, 
outside  matters  connected  with  their  trade  ? — 
Yes  ; I believe  they  do. 

7356.  Do  not  they  take  political  mattters  into 
consideration  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

7357.  Do  they  not  pass  resolutions  on  political 
questions  ? — Yes. 

7358.  Do  not  they  make  arrangements  to  at- 
tend political  meetings  ? — I think  so. 

7359.  Do  not  trade  councils  lead  their  trades 
in  these  respects  in  respect  of  public  meetings, 
public  processions,  and  expressions  of  opinion 
upon  public  questions  of  the  day  ? — Yes,  so  far 
as  their  trades  are  concerned. 

7360.  Then  if  the  United  Trades  Council 
of  Dublin,  in  meeting  assembled,  expressed  an 
opinion  upon  the  Sunday  closing  question,  would 
they  not  express  the  opinion  of  their  consti- 
tuents ? — That  depends  upon  the  number  who 
were  present. 

7361.  If  a document  were  put  into  your  hand 
proving  that  such  a meeting  occurred  where  all 
the  trades  were  represented  on  the  council, 
would  you  not  consider  that  opinion  worth  re- 
garding ? — 1 should  not  consider  it  unless  there 
was  a large  meeting  of  the  trades  themselves  to 
express  their  opinion.  I think  that  those  men 
meet  for  the  support  of  particular  opinions  on 
particular  subjects,  and  that  they  express  them 
without  representing  the  bulk  of  their  constituents. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

7362.  Would  it  be  likely  that  those  repre- 
sentative men  would  give  an  opinion  contrary  to 
what  they  believed  would  be  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  those  who  elect  them  ? — I think  they 
might  give  an  opinion  without  consulting  them 
or  thinking  much  about  it,  because  they  them- 
selves are  biassed  in  favour  of  particular 
measures. 

7363.  Do  not  you  know  that  if  a man  holding 
a representative  position  gives  an  opinion  he  will 
be  taken  to  .task  for  it  by  resolution  afterwards  ? 
— It  is  quite  possible  he  may. 

7364.  Have 
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.Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

7364.  Have  you  heard  that  any  of  the  trades 
unions  have  passed  a resolution  condemnatory  of 
their  own  representatives  ? — No. 

7365.  Therefore  we  must  infer  that  the  trades- 
men concurred  in  the  opinions  that  were  given 
by  their  representatives ; must  we  not  infer  that, 
if  they  remain  silent? — They  might  not  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  protest  against  it ; but  I did 
not  say  so. 

7366.  Have  you  not  always  seen,  and  heard, 
and  read,  that  when  opinions  are  given,  nominally 
with  authority,  if  those  opinions  are  wrong  they 
will  be  contradicted  very  soon  afterwards  ? — It 
is  very  likely. 

7367.  Is  not  that  the  usual  course  ? — Generally 
it  is  so,  if  there  is  any  very  strong  opinion  upon 
a particular  subject. 

7368.  But  you  admit,  beyond  contradiction, 
that  there  was  no  voice  raised  as  against  this 
expression  of  opinion  ? — I have  never  heard  of 
it,  excepting  in  the  workmen’s  club  in  York- 
street,  where  they  are  opposed  to  the  action  of 
those  men. 

7369.  Is  there  not  another  association  there 
besides  the  working  men’s  club  in  York-street; 
and  have  you  not  heard,  also,  that  in  that  work- 
ing men’s  club  a resolution  was  passed  against 
the  continuance  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  ? — 
Certainly  not ; I was  at  a meeting  which  passed 
resolutions  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing. 

7370.  I do  not  mean  that  meeting ; I mean 
the  meeting  of  the  trades  unions,  where  the 
tradesmen  gave  expression,  by  resolution,  of 
their  views  against  Sunday  closing  ? — I heard 
there  was  such  a meeting. 

7371.  Would  you  not  attach  some  importance 
to  the  expression  of  such  an  opinion  by  resolu- 
tion ? — Yes,  some  importance. 

7372.  But  that  meeting  was  not  held  for  any 
purpose  connected  with  the  licensed  vintners’ 
trade,  so  it  was  an  ordinary  meeting  of  trades- 
men, was  it  not  ? — I cannot  recollect  exactly 
what  the  nature  of  the  meeting  was,  but  resolu- 
tions, I believe,  were  passed. 

7373.  If  such  a man  as  Mr.  Simmons,  the 
secretary  to  the  carpenters,  and  Mr.  O’Reilly, 
the  secretary  to  the  Trades  Council,  and  Mr. 
Clark,  secretary  to  the  cork-cutters,  and  all  such 
other  men,  passed  such  a resolution,  would  you 
not  consider  that  much  weight  should  be  attached 
to  the  statements  that  they  made  ?— If  you  allude 
to  the  public  meeting  in  the  Rotunda  I do  not 
consider  that  that  was  a representative  meeting 
of  the  trades,  and  of  the  working  men  of  Dublin, 
in  any  respect,  either  in  numbers  or  in  speakers. 

7374.  Have  you  read  this  report  which  I hold 

in  my  hand,  taken  from  the  “ Freeman”  of 
12th  March  1888:  “Yesterday,  the  fort- 

nightly meeting  of  the  United  Trades  Council 
and  Labour  League  was  held  in  their  rooms, 
33,  Denmark-street ; Mr.  J.  P.  Nannetti  presided. 
The  delegates  present  were : Regular  Car- 
penters, Gloucester- street,  J.  M‘Clure,  J.  Sim- 
mons; Typographical  Printers,  C.  0.  Reilly, 
J.  P.  Nannetti,  C.  Timmons;  Stone-cutters,  J. 
Jenkins;  Cork-cutters,  J.  J.  Clarke.”  Then 
there  follows  a long  list  of  names,  and  this  resolu- 
tion was  passed  : “ That  we,  the  members  of  the 
Trades  Council,  regard  the  Bill  now  before 
Parliament,  for  the  total  closing  of  public-houses 

0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
on  Sunday,  as  a further  attempt  to  abridge  our 
liberties,  and  which,  if  it  becomes  law,  will  tend 
to  demoralise  our  people,  by  the  promotion  of 
shebeening,  which  at  present  does  not  exist  to 
any  extent,  owing  to  the  facilities  afforded  for 
legitimate  recreation  by  the  regular  licensed 
trade.  And  that  a copy  of  this  Resolution  be 
forwarded  to  the  four  city  Members,  and  also  to 
the  Dublin  Corporation.”  Would  you  attach 
much  weight  to  that  expression  of  opinion,  as 
that  was  a representative  meeting? — Without 
knowing  what  the  numbers  at  that  meeting  were, 
I would  not  attach  very  great  importance  to  it. 
I know  that  the  room  in  Denmark-street  where 
it  was  held  is  a very  small  room. 

7375.  Bear  in  mind  that  this  was  a meeting  of 
delegates ; all  trades  were  represented,  but  they 
were  only  represented  by  a limited  number,  so 
as  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  being  accom- 
modated in  that  building  ; and  when  every  trade 
was  so  represented,  should  you  not  consider  that 
this  was  an  expression  of  opinion  which  ought  to 
carry  much  weight  with  it?— I have  very  great 
doubts  as  to  the  trades  being  properly  repre- 
sented at  that  meeting. 

7376.  Have  you  very  grave  doubts  after  my 
reading  out  their  names? — I perfectly  admit  the 
names  of  those  who  were  there. 

7377.  There  were  26  members  representing 
the  Trades  Council,  according  to  the  report? — 
Yes. 

7378.  And  the  Trades  Council  is  a body  of 
men  selected  because  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  discharge  their  duty,  and  they  are  men  in 
whom  their  fellow  workers  have  every  belief; 
is  not  that  so  ? — I should  suppose  so,  but  what  I 
wished  to  say  was,  that  there  is  no  evidence  that 
those  men  were  asked  to  go  to  that  meeting  in 
Denmark-street,  and  specially  sent  on  behalf  of 
their  constituents,  to  give  their  opinion  on  that 
particular  question. 

Chairman. 

7379.  You  mean  that  they  were  elected  to 
represent  them  generally,  but  not  deputed  speci- 
ally to  give  an  opinion  upon  this  question  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  my  view. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7380.  You  answered  me  in  the  affirmative, 
did  you  not,  when  I asked  you  the  question 
whether  the  council  led  their  trades  on  matters 
of  political  controversy,  political  processions,  and 
so  on  ? — Yes. 

7381.  Then  why  would  you  discredit  their 
opinion  on  one  matter,  and  admit  that  they  lead 
them  in  another  ? — They  take  upon  themselves 
to  act  in  all  those  matters. 

7382.  They  are  never,  you  say,  brought  to 
account  by  their  trades,  that  is  to  say,  by  their 
constituents,  have  you  not  admitted  that? — I 
have  not  heard  that  they  ever  were. 

7383.  Then  they  must  represent  them  in  these 
matters  as  well'  as  in  trade  matters  ; do  not  you 
admit  that  ?—  Yes. 

7384.  "Why  will  you  discredit  their  opinion  in 
that  respect ; cannot  you  give  them  credit  in  the 
one  case  as  well  as  in  the  other  ? — I think  that 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
in  all  those  cases  they  take  upon  themselves  to 
do  it. 

7385.  Why  do  you  seek  to  disparage  them  in 
this  respect? — You  wish  to  show  that  those  dele- 
gates and  those  Trades  Councils  represent  the 
trades  of  Dublin;  I maintain  that  they  do  not, 
because  there  are  quite  as  many  men  outside  the 
trades  as  in  them  (that  is  my  belief),  and  are  not 
associated  with  them. 

7386.  Are  they  not  the  same  class  of  people? 
— Yes,  they  are  the  same  class  of  people. 

7387.  Are  not  they  likely  to  be  permeated 
with  the  same  views  ? — No. 

7388.  Have  they  not  the  same  wants? — Yes, 
but  to  some  extent  they  differ,  because  they  will 
not  associate  themselves  with  those  trades. 

7389.  For  trade  purposes  you  mean? — For 
various  reasons  they  do  not  do  so ; they  have  not 
faith  in  those  trades  societies. 

7390.  But  they  are  the  same  class  of  people  ? 
— They  are  working  men,  all  of  them, 

7391.  And  they  have  the  same  wants  and  de- 
sires ? — I know  from  my  personal  knowledge 
that  those  working  men  are  in  favour,  many  of 
them,  of  Sunday  closing. 

7392.  I quite  admit  that  there  are  some,  but 
there  are  very  few,  are  there  not? — No,  I think 
they  are  a large  number. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

7393.  I believe  I am  right  in  stating  that  you 
hold  very  strong  view's  on  the  temperance  ques- 
tion ? — Yes,  you  have  asked  me  that  before,  I 
think. 

7394.  Did  I understand  you  to  say,  a while 
ago,  that  you  declined  to  take  any  business  from 
brewers,  distillers,  and  publicans? — I said  that 
the  firm  of  which  I am  a member,  or  director, 
have  refused  to  do  work  in  breweries,  distilleries, 
and  public-houses. 

7395.  Is  not  that,  a very  exceptional  course? 
— It  is  exceptioaal,  I admit. 

7396.  And  it  is  only  a gentleman  holding  very 
strong  opinions  that  would  decline  to  take  busi- 
ness when  they  well  saw  that  that  business 
would  be  paid  for? — Very  few,  I should  think. 

7397.  Perhaps  outside  your  firm  you  would 
not  find  another  in  Dublin  who  would  decline 
business  ? — Perhaps  not. 

7398.  That  being  so,  do  not  you  think  that 
this  Committee  ought  to  discount  your  evidence  ? 
— I think  the  Committee  might  consider  that 
my  evidence  would  be  of  a conscientious  charac- 
ter when  I refused  to  derive  a profit  from  what 
I thought  was  an  undesirable  trade. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

7399.  On  what  principle  did  you  pay  your 
canvassers  ? — I paid  them  so  much  a week. 

7400.  You  did  not  pay  them  by  the  number  of 
signatures  that  they  got? — No,  by  the  week. 


The  Reverend  Canon  Sheehan,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  Lea. 

7401.  You  have  been  a good  many  years  in 
Cork,  have  yon  not? — Yes,  nearly  20  years. 

7402.  And  you  are  the  administrator  of  an 
important  parish  there  ? — Yes. 

7403.  Is  that  a wealthy  or  a poor  parish? — 
A very  poor  parish. 

7404.  Is  it  one  of  the  poorest  parishes  in 
Cork  ? — Yes,  the  very  poorest. 

7405.  I presume  that  you  see  a good  deal  of 
the  effects  of  drinking  habits  on  the  population  ? 
— Yes. 

7406.  Of  course  you  visit  a great  deal  among 
the  people  ? — Yes. 

7407.  Would  you  tell  us  what  effect  you  think 
drinking  has  in  your  parish  ? — The  effects  are 
very  deplorable  indeed  in  a variety  of  directions. 
The  homes  of  the  people  are  wretched ; the  wives 
and  children  of  men  who  drink  are  in  a state  of 
misery  that  cannot  be  very  well  expressed,  and 
in. every  way  the  drunken  habits  of  so  many  of 
our  people  produce  misery  and  ruin. 

7408.  You  notice  the  difference,  I presume, 
that  exists  between  those  homes  in  which  sobriety 
is  practised  and  those  in  which  there  is  much 
drinking? — Yes.  I think  that  anyone  who  has 
much  experience  in  visiting  amongst  us  would 
be  able  to  tell  pretty  well  when  he  enters  a room, 
or  a house,  whether  the  bread-winner  there  is 
sober,  or  a drunkard.  There  are  exceptional 
cases,  of  course,  in  which  the  wretchedness  of 
homes  may  arise  from  other  causes ; but  I now 
speak  generally,  and  I think  what  I have  stated 
is  strictly  true. 


Mr.  Lea — continued. 

7409.  You  know  the  people  well,  of  course? — 
I think  I do. 

7410.  And  you  take  a very  important  part  in 
valuable  and  important  religious  organizations? 
— Yes. 

7411.  You  are  president  of  a religious  society 
called  the  Holy  Family,  are  you  not? — Yes. 

7412.  How  many  members  are  there  in  that 
society  ? — About  600. 

7413.  Are  they  men? — Yes. 

7414.  And  you  are  also  president  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Society? — Yes. 

7415.  How  many  members  are  there  in  that 
society  ? — About  the  same  number. 

7416.  Of  course  they  are  all  men  ? — Yes.  It 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  that  I have  no 
mandate  from  these  societies  to  speak  for  them. 

7417.  I merely  ask  the  questions  so  as  to  show 
your  position  and  the  importance  of  your  evi- 
dence ? — I quite  understand. 

7418.  You  know  the  attitude  of  the  Catholic 
bishop  and  clergy  towards  the  question  of 
Sunday  closing  ? — Yes,  of  the  clergy. 

7419.  And  of  the  bishop  too,  I presume? — 
No,  I do  not  know  the  attitude  of  the  bishop. 

7420.  You  also  know  the  feeling  of  the  clergy 
towards  the  question  of  Saturday  early  closing, 
do  you  not?— Yes.  I might  remark  in  con- 
nection with  that  matter,  that,  at  a meeting  held 
in  favour  of  early  Saturday  closing  and  Sunday 
closing  in  Cork,  the  names  of  38  Catholic  clergy- 
men were  attached  to  the  requisition.  There 
are  only  65  Catholic  clergymen  in  Cork,  and  I 
am  aware  myself  that  no  organized  effort  was 

made 
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Mr.  Lea — continued. 

made  to  obtain  the  subscription  of  the  Catholic 
clergy.  It  was  only  just  at  the  very  last  moment 
tnat  I myself  noticed,  on  casually  looking  at  the 
document,  that  the  name  of  the  very  next  clergy- 
man to  the  bishop,  in  jurisdiction,  was  absent. 

I went  and  asked  him  whether  he  would  sign, 
and  he  at  once  gave  me  authority  to  add  his 
name  to  the  requisition. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7421.  Who  was  that? — Monsignor  Riordan. 

Mr.  Lea. 

7422.  I think  that  all  these  38  clergymen 
volunteered  their  support  ? — I believe  some  of 
them  were  asked  to  give  their  support.  I mean 
that  there  was  no  regular  organization  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  names. 

7423.  And  a good  many  of  the  other  clergy 
would  also  have  joined  had  they  known  of  it? — 
There  were  two  others,  on  the  same  occasion  to 
which  I have  already  referred,  who  happened  to 
be  living  near,  who  had  not  joined  ; I went  and 
asked  them  whether  they  would  give  their  sup- 
port, and  they  gave  their  names  at  once. 

7424.  You  have  had'  some  meetings  at  Cork, 
I think? — Yes. 

7425.  Will  you  tell  us  first  of  all,  before  re- 
ferring to  the  meetings,  about  the  corporation; 
the  corporation  voted  some  resolution,  I think? 
— The  corporation  met  one  day  when  a depu- 
tation appeared  before  them,  and  asked  that  a 
resolution  should  be  passed  on  this  subject.  That 
deputation  was  composed,  if  I remember  rightly, 
mainly  of  vintners,  if  not  altogether;  and  the 
corporation  passed  a resolution.  Subsequently 
another  deputation  appeared  before  the  corpora- 
tion, and  questioned  the  legality  of  the  resolu- 
tion passed  under  these  circumstances.  Ac- 
cordingly another  meeting  of  the  corporation 
was  held,  the  resolution  of  the  former  meeting, 
I think,  was  rescinded  pro  forma,  and  a second 
resolution  was  passed  against  Sunday  closing. 
There  were  23  members  who  divided  on  the 
occasion  of  that  resolution. 

Chairman. 

7426.  We  have  had  from  the  Mayor  of  Cork  a 
very  detailed  account  of  the  pi-oceedings,  and 
unless  you  have  something  to  add,  or  comment 
to  make  on  what  occurred,  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  pursue  that? — No,  I do  not  know  that  I have 
anything  to  add. 

Mr.  Lea. 

7427.  May  I ask  you  one  or  two  questions 
upon  it.  Do  you  consider  that  there  was  com- 
paratively a very  small  number  of  the  members 
of  the  corporation  present  on  that  occasion?— 
Twenty-three  out  of  56. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7428.  Twenty-five,  was  it  not  ? — Twelve,  and 
eleven  voted. 

7429.  One  vote  was  carried  by  20  to  live?— 
There  were  several  resolutions  carried  during 
the  day,  and  the  numbers  varied  much,  because 
some  left,  and  others  declined  to  vote  on  most  of 
the  propositions. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Lea. 

7430.  I was  not  asking  as  to  the  numbers; 
what  do  you  consider  was  the  composition  of  the 
corporation  now  in  connection  with  that  vote  ? — 

I never  went  into  that  subject  very  closely. 
There  are  a large  number  of  vintners  on  it,  I am 
aware. 

7431.  I presume,  therefore,  you  think  that  in 
that  particular  vote  the  corporation  did  not  re- 
present the  feelings  of  the  city  of  Cork? — I 
should  say  not  necessarily,  at  ail  events,  from  its 
composition. 

7432.  Thei-e  was  a meeting  in  the  Assemby 
Rooms,  was  there  not? — Yes. 

7433.  What  kind  of  meeting  was  that? — A 
very  large  meeting,  and  a very  representative 
meeting. 

7434.  It  was  quite  a packed  meeting,  I sup- 
pose ? — It  was  a very  full  meeting. 

Chairman. 

7435.  Packed  in  the  sense  of  the  room  being 
full  ? — Yes,  I understand  that. 

7436.  How  many  about  does  the  room  hold  ? 
— I am  not  a very  good  judge  of  numbers ; but, 
I suppose,  from  about  1,000  to  1,200. 

Mr.  Lea. 

7437.  And  it  was  very  full? — Yes. 

7438.  Was  any  sober  person  refused  admis- 
sion, so  far  as  you  know? — Not  that  I am  aware 
of. 

7439.  You  have  heard  no  remark  to  the  effect 
that  any  sober  person  was  refused  admission? — 
Yes;  1 have  heard  the  statement  made  since, 
that  sober  persons  were  refused  admission ; but 
I may  say  that  before  leaving  Cork  I wrote  to  a 
clergyman  whom  I knew  to  have  had  charge  of 
the  arrangements  for  admitting  persons  to  the 
meeting,  and  he  has  sent  me  a very  definite 
reply,  which  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee 
if  they  wish  it,  to  the  effect  that  no  sober  per- 
sons were  refused  admission  ; he  states  that  some 
persons  were  unintentionally  excluded,  because 
the  main  entrance  door  had  to  be  closed  by 
reason  of  a disturbance,  and  that  a number  of 
people  were  admitted  by  the  side  entrance.  This 
gentleman  thinks  that  between  60  and  100  were 
excluded. 

7440.  But  they  did  not  wish  to  refuse  ad- 
mission to  any  sober  person? — He  said  not. 

7441.  Then  there  was  a trades’  meeting,  I 
think,  in  the  city  of  Cork? — Yes. 

7442.  What  sort  of  meeting  was  that? — It 
was  a large  meeting  of  the  trades. 

7443.  And  a full  meeting  too? — Yes;  fairly 
full,  1 should  say. 

7444.  Was  there  anything  particular  about 
the  night  on  which  their  meeting  was  held  also? 

• — Yes  ; it  was  held  on  the  same  evening  as  that 
on  which  the  great  religious  bodies  of  men  met 
in  the  city ; and  in  these  religious  bodies  there 
are  a large  number  of  tradesmen.  I believe, 
from  what  I have  been  able  to  gather,  that  not 
more  than  one-sixth  or  one-seventh,  perhaps 
less,  of  the  tradesmen  of  Cork  were  there ; but 
all  the  same  it  was  an  important  meeting. 

7445.  Then  at  the  trades’  meeting  the  large 
bulk  of  the  members  composing  the  trades  would 
be  absent? — Yes. 

P p 7446.  And 
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Mr.  Lea — continued. 

7446.  And  those  would  be  the  members  who 
would  belong  to  the  religious  societies  ? — Yes, 
some  of  them. 

7447.  Naturally  would  they  hold  views  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  Saturday  earlier 
closing  ? — I am  not  able  to  say  what  their  views 
were  on  ihe  subject. 

7448.  But  you  expect  so  ? — No  ; I could  not 
undertake  to  say  what  they  were. 

7449.  I have  asked  you  with  regard  to  the 
composition  of  the  trades’  meeting ; could  you 
give  us  any  further  information  about  it  ? — There 
were  between  200  and  300  present  at  it ; there 
were  some  persons  there  who  were  not  members 
of  the  trades  at  all.  That  is  all  1 can  say  about 
that. 

Mr.  John  0,  Connor. 

7450.  Are  you  quite  sure  of  that? — Yes;  I 
have  it  on  reliable  evidence. 

Mr.  Lea. 

7451.  With  regard  to  the  meetings,  how  do 
you  consider  that  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  of 
Cork  has  been  expressed  ? — There  were  only 
these  three  meetings  to  which  you  have  already 
referred : the  meeting  of  the  corporation,  the 
meeting  of  the  trades,  and  the  meeting  in  the 
Assembly  Rooms  ; and  you  have  in  each  case  the 
resolutions  that  were  passed  at  each  meeting. 

7452.  And  you  consider  that  the  opinions  of 
the  citizens  of  Cork  as  thereby  expressed,  are 
strongly  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  Satur- 
day earlier  closing  ? — I would  not  consider  it  so 
much  from  that  fact,  because  you  have  two 
meetings  against  one  to  commence  with  ; and  I 
would  not  form  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
views  of  the  citizens  from  what  took  place  at 
these  meetings.  I should  rather  form  it  from 
my  own  knowledge  of  what  the  views  and  feelings 
of  the  people  are. 

Chairman. 

7453.  Perhaps  I may  ask  you  at  this  stage 
whether,  from  your  very  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  various  classes  of  the  community  in  Cork  on 
this  subject,  you  can  tell  us  how  you  think  they 
are  affected  towards  this  question  of  Sunday 
closing  and  Saturday  earlier  closing?  — My 
opinion  is  this : that  if  the  question  were  one 
simply  of  Sunday  closing  versus  Sunday  opening 
(by  which  I mean  opening  for  five  hours  or 
more),  if  the  question  were  one  of  Sunday  total 
closing  versus  Sunday  opening  in  that  sense,  I 
believe  that  the  majority  of  the  people  would  be 
in  favour  of  Sunday  closing ; but  the  question 
has  been  complicated  a good  deal  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  question  of  Saturday  evening 
closing ; and  there  is  in  the  city  of  Cork  an 
extraordinary  unanimity  of  view  in  regard  to  the 
subject  of  Saturday  evening  closing.  I have 
spoken  to  a great  many  persons  of  every  class 
and  condition  on  this  subject,  and  I have  not  met 
a single  person  who  did  not  express  himself  un- 
hesitatingly and  unquestionably  in  favour  of  an 
earlier  Saturday  evening  closing. 

7454.  Do  you  include  in  that  remark  the 
classes  who  make  what  I may  call  a fair  legiti- 
mate use  of  the  public-house  ; or  do  you  merely 
include  such  persons  as  clergymen,  employers  of 
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labour,  and  those  that  may  be  said  to  look  at  the 
matter  from  an  outside  point  of  view.  What,  for 
instance,  do  the  working  classes  feel? — In  making 
my  inquiries  I did  not  omit  to  make  them  from 
any  person  for  a reason  of  that  kind.  I asked 
those  whom  I came  across  simply  on  the  subject ; 
I cannot  call  to  mind  the  various  people  at  this 
moment ; but  I daresay  that,  except  from  those 
directly  interested  in  the  trade,  the  vintners,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  get,  as  well  as  I could,  an 
opinion  on  the  subject,  because  it  was  one  on 
which  I felt  very  strongly  myself. 

Mr.  Lea. 

7455.  I should  like  to  ask  what  is  your  own 
opinion,  as  you  are  very  intimate  with  the  people, 
in  regard,  first  of  all,  to  the  question  of  Saturday 
closing?  — My  own  opinion  is  that  Saturday 
earlier  closing  is  a matter  of  vital  consequence 
for  our  people. 

7456.  Then  next,  may  I ask  what  you  think 
about  complete  Sunday  closing? — My  opinion  is 
that  total  Sunday  closing  is  a matter  of  great 
importance  to  the  people. 

7457.  Do  you  consider  that  complete  Sunday- 
closing  is  practicable  in  the  city  of  Cork  ? — Yes. 

7458.  At  what  hour  would  you  close,  or  what 
hour  would  you  recommend  for  closing  public- 
houses  on  Saturday  night  ? — I should  say- 
eight  o’clock. 

7459.  The  Bill  that  has  been  introduced,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee,  says  nine  o’clock ; you 
consider  that  that  is  not  going  too  far  ? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

7460.  You  think  that  the  convenience  of  the 
population  would  be  well  served  by  keeping  the 
public-houses  open  to  nine  o’clock? — Fully-. 

7461.  And  you  think  that  immense  benefit 
would  arise  by  closing  at  nine  ? — Yes. 

7462.  Do  you  think  that  Saturday  earlier 
closing  would  help  Sunday  closing?— Immensely. 
I believe  that  unless  you  close  the  houses  earlier 
on  Saturday  night  you  will  never  be  able  to  carry- 
out the  Sunday  Closing  Act  sufficiently.  No 
matter  what  efforts  are  made  to  enforce  the  mere 
Sunday  closing  law,  if  people  are  allowed  to 
drink  until  1 1 on  Saturday  night,  they  will  be 
in  such  a condition  that  they  will  resort  to  all 
expedients  on  Sunday  morning,  and  be  sure  to 
procure  drink  in  one  way  or  another. 

7463.  You  think  that  the  alleged  difficulties  in 
carrying  out  a total  Sunday  Closing  Act  are 
mere  moonshine  ? — I do  not  think  that  they  are 
at  all  as  great  as  is  alleged.  I should  not  say 
that  some  abuses  may  not  arise. 

7464.  And  if  earlier  Saturday  closing  were 
enforced,  total  Sunday  closing  would  be  easy  and 
effectual  ?—  A great  deal  more  so  than  if  it  were 
not. 

7465.  Are  you  afraid  of  any  shebeening? — 
No,  I am  not. 

7466.  Of  course,  you  know  something  about 
shebeening  ?— By  public  rumour,  yes. 

7467.  What  are  your  reasons  for  not  being 
afraid  of  shebeening  ? — I think  our  people  go  to 
public-houses  as  much  for  the  sake  of  society  as 
for  the  sake  of  the  drink,  and  if  you  remove  this 
society,  such  as  the  public-house  affords,  you  would 
not,  to  my  mind,  be  able  to  create  such  a society 
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in  shebeens,  and  consequently  one  of  the  main 
inducements  to  frequent  public— houses  is  gone,  I 
might  say,  that  shebeening  is  unknown  in  Cork 
practically. 

7468.  Have  you  any  bogus  clubs  in  Cork? — 
Not  any  that  I know  of. 

7469.  And  you  are  not  afraid  of  bogus  clubs 
arising  under  the  new  condition  of  things? — 
There  would  be  more  danger  of  bogus  clubs,  I 
think,  a good  deal  than  of  shebeening,  for  the 
very  reason  I intimated  a moment  ago,  namely, 
the  fondness  of  our  people  for  a club  of  some 
kind  or  another.  At  the  present  time  the  public- 
house  has  been  called,  and  is,  uuquestionablv,  the 
poor  man’s  club.  If  such  a club  be  put  down 
there  may  be  a danger  of  other  clubs  being  set 
up  in  their  place ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  I have 
had  some  experience  of  working  men  in  connec- 
tion with  organisations  and  societies,  and  my 
experience  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
genius  of  our  people  does  not  lie  in  the  direction 
of  creating,  organising,  and  working  such  clubs. 
Besides  that  this  is  the  way  I look  at  it : Sup- 
posing a couple  of  clubs  be  started  in  the  city, 
it  would  be  very  much  more  easy  to  prevent 
these  clubs  doing  any  mischief  than  it  would  be 
to  prevent  so  many  hundreds  of  public-houses. 

7470.  Then  I may  take  it  that  Saturday  earlier 
closing  and  Sunday  closing  would,  in  your 
opinion,  be  an  unmitigated  benefit? — To  the 
extern  I have  already  indicated.  T do  not  mean 
to  say  that  no  small  evils  may  not  arise  from  it, 
because  they  may.  Possibly,  there  may  be  some 
shebeens  created;  possibly  there  may  be  some 
clubs;  but  taking  the  matter  on  the  whole,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  my  opinion 
that  the  preponderance  of  advantage  is  vastly  in 
favour  of  the  closing  of  public-houses. 

7471.  May  I ask,  do  you  know  the  country 
districts  at  all  ? — No,  not  much. 

7472.  Your  opinion  would,  I presume,  be  in 
favour  of  making  the  Act  permanent  in  the 
country  districts? — As  I do  not  know  much 
about  the  matter,  consequently  I will  not  express 
an  opinion  on  it. 

7473.  The  Sunday  Closing  Act,  of  course, 
reduced  the  number  of  hours  for  which  public- 
houses  could  be  open  in  Cork  ? — Yes. 

7474.  Has  it  worked  well  ? — It  has  worked 
well,  but  in  my  opinion  it  has  not  been  efficiently 
worked  at  all  in  Cork,  and,  from  everything  I 
have  heard,  from  reliable  witnesses  (I  have  no 
personal  experience),  it  has  not  been  worked 
efficiently  outside  of  Cork.  In  fact,  I think  that 
the  way  in  which  the  Act  has  not  been  worked 
constitutes  very  little  short  of  a grave  scandal. 
I have  heard  (if  I might  be  at  liberty  to  state 
what  I have  heard)  from  reliable  witnesses  that 
in  the  country  parts  there  is  a great  deal  of 
neglect  and  a great  deal  of  positive  connivance 
on  the  part  of  the  police  in  the  working  of  this 
Act ; and  a very  respectable  clergyman  who 
lives  a short  distance  from  the  city  of  Cork,  I 
heard  say  recently  that  his  people  never  go 
to  Cork  to  get  drink  because  they  can  get  it  in 
the  country,  there  being  a public-house  in  his 
parish  in  which  there  were  two  rooms,  one  of 
which  is  occupied  on  Sundays  by  the  civilians 
ami  the  other  by  the  police.  I have  heard  other 
similar  statements.  I have  to  add,  however, 
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that  personally  I have  not  known  any  such  cases, 
except  one.  I can  call  to  mind  only  one  case  in 
which  I could  say  that  the  police  were  guilty  of 
any  remissness  in  carrying  out  the  Sunday 
Licensing  Law. 

7475.  Was  that  in  the  city  of  Cork? — Yes. 
But  I consider  that  the  system  is  altogether 
defective,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  even 
for  the  most  zealous  and  active  policemen  to 
carry  out  the  law  when  he  is  compelled  to  seek 
out  the  violators  of  it  dressed  in  his  uniform. 
In  this  very  connection,  a short  time  since  a 
policemen  who  was  very  zealous  I knew,  was 
speaking  to  me  about  a publican  who  was  notori- 
ously a violator  of  this  Act ; and  he  said  “ I 
cannot  catch  him,  and  the  only  way  would  be  if 
you  could  get.  me  permission  to  go  into  the 
opposite  house  on  Sunday,  I could  catch  him  at 
once  then.”  That  is  only  typical  of  the  state 
of  things  that  exist  there. 

7476.  You  have  noticed,  1 presume,  some 
benefit  from  the  reduction  of  hours  in  the  city 
of  Cork  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

7477.  Therefore  that  leads  you  to  expect  still 
greater  benefits  if  the  public-houses  could  be 
totally  closed  ? — Yes,  provided  always  that  the 
Act  is  properly  worked ; but  if  the  Act  be  not 
properly  worked,  I must  confess  that  my  interest 
in  the  movement  would  abate  very  much. 

Chairman. 

7478.  I should  like  before  passsing  to  other 
matters  to  have  your  opinion  on  a subject  on 
which  we  had  the  evidence  of  a Catholic  clergy- 
man of  very  great  experience  in  the  poorer  parts 
of  Dublin,  Dr.  Tynan  ; he  takes  a different  view 
of  this  question  from  yours,  at  any  rate  on  the 
Sunday  closing  question,  and  the  great  consider- 
ation that  operated  on  his  mind  was  this,  that  he 
thought  that  the  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sunday  would  encourage  the  habit  of  home 
drinking  among  the  classes  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  making  a fair  use  of  the  public-house  on  that 
day  ; have  you  considered  that  question  ? — Yes. 

7479.  I should  be  very  glad  of  your  opinion  on 
that  subject? — I do  not  believe  it  would  have 
that  effect  in  Cork. 

7480.  Do  you  think  that  excessive  drinking 
among  the  homes  of  the  working  classes  exists 
to  a great  extent  in  Cork.  There  must  be  a 
good  deal  of  it  in  all  large  cities,  but  compared 
with  our  large  cities  do  you  think  that  there  is 
much  of  that  in  Cork  ? — Excessive  home  drink- 
ing is  almost  unknown.  I have  heard  of 
instances  of  course  (I  speak  now  of  the  working 
classe's)  at  wakes  and  baptisims  and  occasions  of 
that  kind,  where  there  was  excessive  drinking, 
and  I have  heard  of  men  bringing  home  drink 
on  Saturday  night  in  order  to  have  it  for  Sunday 
morning;  but  outside  of  these  I have  heard  of 
nothing  that  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  there 
was  any  excessive  home  drinking  worth  con- 
sidering in  Cork. 

7481.  Dr.  Tynan  told  us  that  his  Dublin 
experience  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  out  of 
10  cases  of  drunkenness  among  women,  roughly 
speaking,  nine  might  be  attributed  to  home 
drinking ; would  your  experience  of  the  city  of 
Cork  bear  out  any  such  estimate? — I would 
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rather  undertake  to  say  that  there  is  not  one 
case  in  10  in  which  it  leads  to  drunkenness. 

7482.  And  you  think  that  excessive  drinking 
in  the  city  of  Cork  is  chiefly  in  public-houses  ? 
— Yes. 

7483.  I gather  from  your  evidence  that  you 
consider  also  that  the  evil  exists  to  a much 
greater  extent  on  Saturday  than  on  other  days  ? 
— Yes,  and  with  much  more  ruinous  conse- 
quences. 

7484.  You  refer  to  squandering  the  wages,  and 
drinking  on  successive  days? — Yes,  and  in  every 
shape  and  form. 

Mr.  Lea. 

7485.  When  are  the  wages  paid  generally  in 
Cork  ? — Mostly  on  Saturdays.  The  Corporation, 
and  I think  the  Harbour  Board,  pay  their  people 
on  Friday,  but  the  general  rule  with  private 
employers  is  to  pay  their  men  on  Saturday. 

7486.  At  what  "time'? — At  the  close  of  work  ; 
generally  one  or  two  o’clock. 

7487.  And  in  many  cases  do  the  working 
classes  take  their  wages  to  the  public-house? — 
In  a great  many  cases. 

7488.  Is  it  fair  to  ask  whether  you  have 
formed  any  idea  of  how  much  of  the  wages  are 
often  spent  at  the  public-house  which  a man  has 
earned  in  the  week  ? — I have  never  gone  into  the 
question  60  closely,  I could  not  tell ; hut  that  a 
great  proportion  of  the  wages  is  so  spent,  I have 
no  doubt. 

Chairman. 

7489.  How  do  you  think  Cork  compares  with 
regard  to  drunkenness  with  other  large  towns  ? 
—L  have  heard  it  said  that  it  compares  very 
favourably. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7490.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Cork  ? — 
Nearly  20  years. 

7491.  In  how  many  parishes  have  you  served 
during  that  time  7— Three  of  the  four  of  which 
the  city  is  made  up. 

7492.  And  at  present  you  are  at  St.  Peter’s 
and  St.  Paul’s? — Yes. 

7493.  You  came  from  St.  Patrick’s  there  ?— 
Yes. 

7494.  You  have  a very  large  confraternity  at 
St.  Peter’s  and  St.  Paul’s?— Yes. 

7495.  Are  they  all  teetotallers? — No. 

7496.  That  is  not  a condition  of  membership  ? 
— Not  at  all. 

7497.  You  are  also  president  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Society? — Yes. 

7498.  Are  they  all  teetotallers  ? — No. 

7499.  That  is  not  a condition  of  membership? 
—No. 

7500.  Do  these  members  organise  excursions 
under  your  guidance? — The  Young  Men’s 
Society  does  ; the  others  do  not. 

7501.  I do  not  suppose  you  dream  of  making 
teetotallism  a condition  of  membership  of  these 
societies? — No,  I would  not  think  that  right.  If 
I wanted  to  start  a teetotal  society  I would  do 
that  on  independent  grounds. 

7502.  You  have  said  38  out  of  65  clergy  were 
on  your  side  ? — Yes. 

7503.  You  requisitioned  for  the  holding  of  this 
meeting  ? — Yes. 

7504.  The  mayor  stated  here,  in  his  evidence. 
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that  the  clergy  were  divided  in  opinion  upon  the 
subject.  I suppose  we  may  take  it  that  the 
balance  of  the  clergy  whose  names  were  not 
signed  to  this  requisition  are  not  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing?— You  might  not  take  anything 
of  the  kind.  I gave  you  an  instance  a.  moment 
ago  in  which  the  principal  clergyman  of  the  city 
at  once  consented,  when  casually  asked  by  me, 
on  the  very  last  night,  to  sign ; and  I gave 
you  the  cases  of  two  others  who  had  not  been 
previously  asked,  who  signed  at  once  on  the 
same  occasion  when  I asked  them,  without  any 
difficulty. 

7505.  That  is  Canon  Riordan  you  are  referring 
to,  I suppose? — Yes,  Monsignor  Riordan. 

7506.  What  is  the  opinion  of  Dean  Neville  on 
the  subject  ? — I do  not  know. 

7507.  Are  you  aware  that  he  is  strongly 
opposed  to  further  restrictions  ? — No ; I think 
I heard,  on  one  occasion,  that  he  was,  but 
that  is  the  only  time  I heard  his  opinion  on  the 
subject. 

7508.  With  regard  to  the  business  of  the  Cor- 
poration in  connection  with  this  matter,  do  you 
often  read  the  business  of  the  Corporation? — 
Yes,  1 do. 

7509.  Do  you  read  carefully  the  names  of  those 
in  attendance? — I would  not  say  that  I read  them 
very  carefully,  I just  take  as  much  interest  as 
other  people. 

7510.  Do  you  count  up  the  attendance  every 
day  ? — No. 

7511.  Do  you  know  that  the  attendance  of  25 
and  26  members  is  considered  a good  average 
attendance  ? — On  any  ordinary  occasion  I should 
say  so ; but  not  with  regard  to  an  extraordinary 
occasion. 

7512.  Was  that  an  extraordinary  occasion? — 
Certainly. 

7513.  At  all  events,  with  regard  to  those  who 
attended  you  are  aware,  of  course,  that  the  main 
resolution  was  carried  by  a majority  of  20  against 
five? — No;  I may  say,  I believe  there  was  a great 
deal  of  confusion  with  regard  to  carrying  the 
resolutions,  and  the  last  resolution,  as  1 read  it 
in  the  “ Cork  Herald,”  which  I take  to  be  the 
main  resolution,  was  carried  by  12  to  11.  The 
previous  resolution  had  been  carried  in  favour  of 
Saturday  evening  closing  and  partial  Sunday 
closing  by,  I think,  15  to  four. 

7514.  We  have  here  the  resolutions.  We 
have  here  at  Question  3190,  in  reply  to  the 
honourable  Member  for  Belfast  (this  was  the 
amendment)  : “ That  this  council  is  of  opinion 
the  present  Act  regulating  the  licensing  business 
in  Ireland  should  be  renewed,”  which  was 
seconded  by  Councillor  Hungerford,  upon  which 
the  council  divided,  when  there  appeared  12  votes 
against  11  votes? — Yes. 

7515.  In  Question  3186  there  is  this  resolution, 
which  was  passed, That  we,  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  Cork,  do  not  consider  that  the  present 
time  or  circumstances  warrant  the  passing  of  any 
Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  total  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sundays,  believing  that  the  results  of 
such  Acts  would  be  to  drive  the  public  to  illicit 
and  other  sources  of  procuring  drink.”  Then 
I put  the  question,  “ That  was  the  original,  which 
which  was  expunged ; upon  which  the  council 
divided,  when  there  appeared  for  the  amendment 
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20  votes  and  against  it  five  votes”? — I find  it  very- 
hard  to  follow  the  course  of  these  resolutions. 

7516.  We  have  it  then  that  the  council  passed 
two  resolutions,  one  by  a majority  of  20  to  five, 
and  another  which  was  carried  without  a division 
against  any  further  legislation  on  the  subject  at 
present? — Then,  I say,  we  have  a resolution 
carried  by  12  to  11,  and  I might  add  that  five  of 
these  12  were  vintners. 

7517.  We  have  it  here,  and  it  was  also  in  the 
newspapers,  that  on  this  resolution,  which  you 
claim  in  Question  3190,  Alderman  Hergan,  and 
Councillors  Hems  worth  and  Walsh  did  not  vote, 
although  they  were  the  publicans  who  were 
present? — In  the  12  to  11  ? 

7518.  Yes?— That  is  not  so  ; in  the  12  to  11 
Councillor  Hemsworth  voted,  certainly  ; and  I 
am  pretty  sure  that  Alderman  Horgan  voted. 

Chairman. 

7519.  The  statement  that  they  did  not  vote 
does  not  refer  to  the  division  in  which  they  were 
12  to  1 1 ? — No,  it  does  not ; these  three  voted  in 
that  division. 

7520.  At  all  events,  there  is  no  evidence  that 
they  did  not? — That  is  so. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7521.  There  is  some  confusion  about  it,  and 
we  will  not  try  to  unravel  it  any  further.  How- 
ever, I suppose  you  will  admit  that  it  was  a very 
important  matter  with  regard  to  the  opinions  of 
the  people  of  Cork?  — Yes,  an  exceedingly 
important  subject. 

7522.  And  a very  important  matter  that  the 
council  should  have  passed  such  a resolution  ? — 
I have  great  respect  for  the  opinion  of  the 
council  on  any  subject ; but  1 confess  I think  the 
importance  of  it  is  about  the  minimum  of  import- 
ance that  can  be  assigned  to  any  vote  of  the 
corporation. 

7523.  Taking  it  in  connection  with  the  meet- 
ing of  the  trades,  would  you  not  consider  it  a 
very  important  matter? — Yes. 

7524.  And  you  have  said  already  that  you 
attach  great  importance  to  the  meeting  of  the 
trades? — Yes,  I do. 

7525.  It  was  a representative  meeting  ? — It 
was  to  a considerable  extent,  at  all  events. 

7526.  It  was  duly  called  ? — Yes. 

7527.  And  the  hall  was  crowded? — Yes,  I 
believe  so. 

7528.  And  the  president  was  in  the  chair? — 
Yes. 

7529.  Do  you  know  the  president  of  the 
trades  ? — Yes. 

7530.  He  is  a councillor  of  the  city  ? — Yes. 

7531.  He  is  a teetotaller? — Yes,  I believe  so, 

7532.  And  a very  respectable  man? — Tes,  I 
believe  so. 

7533.  They  passed  a resolution  almost  unani- 
mously against  the  extension  of  the  Act? — Yes. 

7534.  They  denounced  it  as  an  Act  which  was 
likely  to  lead  to  illicit  trading? — Yes. 

7535.  It  would  appear  from  their  speeches 
that  they  had  present  to  their  minds  the  evils 
which  total  Sunday  closing  would  bring  about  ? 
— No  doubt  they  had. 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor— continued. 

7536.  And  that  was  a very  important  matter? 
— Yes. 

7537.  To  come  to  the  other  meeting,  you  had 
another  meeting  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
measures  ? — Yes. 

7538.  That  meeting  was  called  by  requisi- 
tion?— Yes. 

7539.  Signed  by  a large  number  of  the 
Catholic  clergy? — Yes,  and  others. 

7540.  W ere  many  of  these  Catholic  clergymen 
present  at  the  meeting  ? — I do  not  think  they 
were  ; it  was  held  on  a very  inconvenient  evening 
lor  the  Catholic  clergy  ; I went  there  myself  at 
very  great  inconvenience. 

7541.  "Who  else  had  you  on  the  plaform  besides 
the  Catholic  clergy? — Protestant  clergy,  includ- 
ing Dissenting  clergymen,  and  a large  number  of 
gentlemen  of  every  religious  body  in  the  city. 

7542.  A large  number  ? — Yes. 

7543.  Had  you  many  representative  men 
there;  I mean  representative  of  the  people? — 
Yes,  l think  so. 

7544.  Had  you  many  town  councillors  there? — 
I do  not  know  that  there  were ; I cannot  say  at 
the  present  moment,  I do  not  think  there  were 
very  many. 

7545.  Do  not  you  think  now  that  the  people 
on  the  platform  were  largely  composed  of  those 
known  to  have  strong  Sabbatarian  views? — A 
number  of  them  certainly  were. 

7546.  They  are  the  people  who  have  conducted 
in  the  past  the  agitation  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  ? — Yes,  a large  number  of  them. 

7547.  But  outside  them,  and  if  we  take  awa 
the  Catholic  clergy,  the  people  were  practically 
unrepresented  on  that  platform? — I would  not 
say  so  ; the  people  were  represented. 

7548.  Now  the  mayor  said  in  answer  to 
Question  3238,  “ I should  say,  taking  them  all 
in  all,  the  majority  of  them  were  not  men  who 
were  of  the  people  have  you  any  observation 
to  make  on  that  remark  of  the  mayor?— -Not 
having  looked  very  closely  into  the  composition 
of  them,  I would  not  undertake  to  say,  if  the 
mayor  said  that  he  had  observed  them  closely, 
that  he  was  wrong ; but  my  own  personal  view 
is  that  a large  number  of  them  were  representa- 
tive men. 

7459.  Is  not  the  mayor,  from  his  constant  and 
daily  contact  with  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  likely  to  have  a good  oinnion  on  the 
subject? — Certainly;  but  I must  say _ that  I, 
probably,  know  as  much  about  them,  in  public 
matters,  as  the  mayor ; and  I will  not  express 
the  opinion  that  the  people  were  not  represented. 

Chairman. 

7550,  The  whole  of  what  the  mayor  said  was 
this,  “ Just  run  your  eye  down  these  names  and 
see  how  many  were  there  who  are  of  the  people  ? 

(A.)  I should  say,  taking  them  all  in  all,  the 

majority  of  them  were  not  men  who  were  of  the 
people.  (Q.)  Do  they  represent  the  people  ? — 
(A.)  Some  of  them  do.  (Q.)  A very  few  of 
them,  I suppose  ? — (A.)  I should  say  a fair  pro- 
portion are  not  the  elected  representatives  of  the 
people  to  any  extent.  (Q.)  Do  they  belong  ex- 
clusively to  the  humbler  class  in  Cork,  or 
principally  ?— (A.)  Many  of  them  do.  ( Q.)  The 

maioritv  of  those  whose  names  are  on  that  paper  ? 
v v 3 -(A.)  I 
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Chairman — continued. 

—{A.)  I should  think  the  majority  of  those  on  the 
platform  would  be  men  who  would  not  care  to 
see  drink  consumed  at  all  at  any  hour,  morning, 
noon,  or  evening.  (Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald.'))  You 
refer  to  temperance  advacates? — (A.)  Yes, 
that  is  the  best  way  of  putting  it.”  I think  it  is 
fair  that  you  should  have  the  whole  of  it  before 
you? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7550. *  I do  not  think  that  further  reading 
alters  the  opinion  of  the  mayor.  Considering 
that  statement  of  the  mayor,  ought  it  not  to  affect 
the  value  and  the  importance  of  that  meeting 
as  expressinu'  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the 
city? — Unquestionably,  if  it  were  discovered 
that  there  was  no  fair  representation  of  the 
people’s  views  on  the  platform,  or  that  there 
were  no  persons  able  to  speak  on  their  behalf, 
I should  say  so,  certainly  ; but  as  I said  a 
moment  ago,  I think  there  were. 

7551.  Would  it  have  anything  at  all,  in  your 
estimation,  the  same  value  as  ought  to  be 
attached  to  the  meeting  of  the  trades,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  town  council? — 1 think  it 
would. 

7552.  As  representing  the  views  of  the  people  ? 
—Yes. 

7553.  That  is  with  regard  to  the  platform; 
but  how  were  the  people  summoned  to  that 
meeting  ? — A requisition  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers first,  then  the  matter  was  ventilated  at 
previous  meetings  ; for  instance,  at  the  meeting 
of  the  League  of  the  Cross.  I know  the  matter 
was  ventilated. 

7554.  And  the  people  of  the  League  of  the 
Cross  are  temperance  people  altogether? — Yes. 

7555.  Then  it  was  a meeting  composed  of 
those  who  are  already  teetotallers  ? — That  does 
not  follow. 

7556.  How  were  the  public  invited  there  ? — 
It  was  known  as  a matter  of  public  notoriety  in 
the  city  of  Cork  that  a meeting  was  to  be  held. 
As  I tell  you,  it  was  known  partly  from  the 
requisition  in  the  newspapers,  and  partly  from 
the  meetings  held  in  the  league  rooms,  and  re- 
ported the  following  morning  in  the  newspapers, 
consequently  the  meeting  was  a matter  of  public 
notoriety. 

7557.  Did  you  issue  any  posters  in  connection 
with  the  matter  ? — I think  there  were  some  ; I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  arrangements,  I think 
there  were  some,  so  far  as  I remember. 

7558.  Did  you  see  anything  on  the  wails  your- 
self?— I think  I did. 

7559.  Do  you  know  that  the  tradesmen,  at 
their  meeting,  complained  that  the  public  were 
not  invited  to  attend  ? — I do  not  know,  but  if 
they  did,  I think  it  was  very  unreasonable  of 
them  to  complain  of  that. 

7560.  Here  is  the  statement  of  one  of  them ; 
this  is  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  Mayor 
of  Cork.  He  was  asked,  at  Question  3228  : 
“ Then  there  was  a statement  at  a subsequent 
meeting  by  a tradesman,  that  is  to  say,  by  one 
of  the  presidents  of  the  trades,  who  said  ‘ I must 
emphatically  contradict  that  the  working  people 
were  invited  there ; it  was  a one-sided  meet- 
ing to  which  nobody  was  invited  except  those 
in  favour  of  Sunday  closing.’”  The  Mayor 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
said,  in  reply  to  that  question  of  mine,  “ That 
would  not  be  entirely  correct,  but  it  would  be 
substantially  correct.”  Now,  taking  into  account 
the  platform,  the  people,  and  the  constitution  of 
that  meeting,  would  you,  or  anybody  be  justified 
in  saying  that  it  represented  the  opinions  of  the 
people  of  the  city  of  Cork  ? — I think  it  did  to  a 
considerable  extent ; but  I would  not  base  my 
judgment  upon  anything  that  occurred  at  that 
meeting,  or  at  any  other  in  the  city  of  Cork.  I 
do  not  draw  my  conclusions  with  regard  to  the 
opinions  of  the  people  from  anything  which  oc- 
curred at  that,  or  the  other  meeting,  and  I think 
that  too  much  value  is  attached  to  meetings  of 
that  kind. 

7561.  I will  have  done  with  the  meetings  so 
far,  and  we  will  come  to  the  opinion  which  you 
have  formed ; on  what  do  you  base  your  opinion 
on  this  subject? — I base  it  on  my  acquaintance 
with  the  circumstances  and  views  of  the  people. 

7562.  The  circumstances  which  come  under 
your  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

7563.  And  you  have  great  opportunities  of 
observation  among  the  people  ? — Yes. 

7564.  And  from  inquiry  ? — Yes. 

7565.  What  class  of  people  do  you  inquire 
from? — I inquired  in  this  particular  matter  from 
people  that  1 came  across.  I made  no  distinction. 
As  I said  awhile  ago,  any  persons  who  came 
across  me  that  I happened  to  think  would  be 
able  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject  and 
give  me  their  views  with  regard  to  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  1 asked. 

7566.  But  I suppose  you  will  admit  that  the 
mayor  of  the  city  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
observing  these  things,  if  not  as  well,  nearly  as 
well  as  you  ?— I do  not  know.  I.  think  that  g, 
clergyman  would  have  a very  much  larger  op- 
portunity of  getting  acquainted  with  the  views 
and  feelings  of  people  of  this  class  than  the 
mayor  would  have.  The  mayor  knows  a great 
deal,  no  doubt,  about  the  people  and  their  views ; 
but  I say  again  that  I think  a clergyman  going 
amongst  the  people  morning,  noon,  and  night, 
and  who  has  their  confidence,  will  know  a great 
deal  more. 

7567.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  mayor  of  the 
city  and  the  police  officials  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  the  evil  effects  of  the  law  ? — 
I do  not  say  they  would  not ; but  1 mean  they 
would  not  have  the  same  opportunity  as  the 
clergy  would  have.  They  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, certainly. 

7568.  Do  you  know  that  the  mayor  expressed 
his  opinion  before  this  Committee  that  so  divided 
was  the  opinion  among  the  people  of  Cork  that 
he  could  not  say  upon  which  side  the  balance 
prevailed  ?— Yes,  I read  that ; but  I think  when 
the  mayor  said  that  he  was  dealing  with  the  whole 
question  as  it  appeared  at  first,  and  a while 
ago  I was  careful  to  say  that  when  I said  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Cork  were  of  a 
certain  opinion,  that  was  in  reference  to  the  mere 
question  of  Sunday  closing  as  against  Sunday 
opening,  apart  from  the  question  of  closing  on 
Saturday,  which  subsequently  came  up  in  Cork 
a good  deal  and  changed  opinions  to  a consi- 
derable extent. 

7569.  Do  you  think  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  are  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing? — 
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Mr-  John  O'Connor — continued. 

Yes ; if  there  were  no  question  of  Saturday 
closing  certainly ; if  there  was  a question  of 
Saturday  closing  I would  say,  with  the  mayor, 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  speak  with  any 
degree  of  confidence  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
majority. 

7570”  Is  there  not  (I  think  you  stated  that 
there  was)  a consensus  of  opinion  in  favour  of 
Saturday  closing? — Yes. 

7571.  Then  is  it  about  Sunday  closing  that 
the  doubt  exists? — If  it  were  only  a question  of 
Sunday  closing,  and  Saturday  closing  were  a 
question  apart  altogether,  a great  many  people 
would  say  unhesitatingly  close  public-houses 
altogether  on  Sunday,  whereas  if  the  question  of 
closing  on  Saturday  evening  were  introduced, 
they  would  say,  Let  us  try  for  the  present  how 
closing  on  Saturday  evening  and  partial  Sunday 
closing  will  work  ; give  it  a fair  trial,  and  we  will 
come  to  a better  conclusion  afterwards. 

Chairman. 

7572.  Of  course  every  estimate  must  be  a 
rough  one  ; but  supposing  that  that  proposition 
which  you  now  mention  were  put  before  tha 
people  of  the  City  of  Cork  with  regard  to  early 
closing  at  nine  or  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday,  .and 
opening  from  two  to  five  on  Sunday,  do  you  think 
that  it  would  have  a large  body  of  support? — I 
think  that  if  that  proposition  were  put  before  the 
people  to  close  on  Saturday  night  earlier,  and 
open  from  two  to  four  o’clock  on  Sunday,  with- 
out any  reference  to  any  alternative  proposal,  the 
people  would  unhesitatingly  applaud  it. 

7573.  Supposing  that  the  alternative  wei'e  that, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  hand  total 
closing  on  Sunday,  with  a similar  closing  on  Sa- 
turday, which  do  you  think  would  be  universally 
accepted  ; which  would  you  yourself  prefer  ? — I 
prefer  unquestionably  that  there  should  be  total 
Sunday  closing ; but  I think  that  it  is  right  to 
say  I would  not  affirm  that  the  majority  would 
be  with  me,  if  I put  it  in  the  way  which  you 
say : that  is  to  say,  earlier  closing  on  Satur- 
day night,  and  opening  for  two  hours  on  Sun- 
day. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7574.  Are  you  aware  that  the  working  classes 
of  Cork  and  of  the  country  generally,  consider 
these  proposals  as  a piece  of  class  legislation,  and 
resent  it  accordingly  ? — Yes  ; a large  number  of 
them  do ; they  have  been  taught  to  look  at  it  in 
that  light. 

7575.  Are  they  not  likely  to  understand  their 
own  wants  and  desires  better  than  other  people  ? 
— I should  say  not  in  the  case  of  the  large  ma- 
jority of  the  people  you  are  speaking  of  now. 

7576.  I mean  the  working  classes  of  Cork? — 
If  you  take  the  working  classes  as  a whole,  the 
teetotallers,  moderate  drinkers,  and  drunkards, 
by  all  means  ; but  the  people  who  speak  of  it  as 
being  a piece  of  class  legislation  are  not  to  be 
found  in  all  these  three  classes. 

7577.  But  do  you  not  think  that  the  majority 
of  the  working  classes  of  Cork  make  good  and 
proper  use  of  public-houses.  I will  put  it  in  this 
way : do  not  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Cork 
make  a not  improper  use  of  public-houses  ?■ — 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor — continued. 

Yes,  I should  say  that  the  majority  would  be 
found  making  a proper  use  of  them. 

7578.  Are  not  these  the  people  who  would  be 
likely  to  consider  it  a piece  of  class  legislation  ? 
— No,  I do  not  say  that  at  all.  I say  that  if  you 
take  the  entire  body  of  the  working  classes  I do 
not  think  they  would  consider  it  a piece  of  class 
legislation. 

7579.  But  they  are  the  majority  of  the  people 
who  do  not  make  an  impi-oper  use  of  public- 
houses?— No,  I do  not  agree  in  that  opinion. 

7580.  You  are  the  president  of  two  societies, 
are  you  not  ? — Yes. 

7581.  And,  as  you  said  before,  the  working 
people  of  Cork  go  on  excursions? — Yes. 

7582.  You  have  gone  with  them? — Yes. 

7583.  I have  gone  myself  under  your  pre- 
sidency. Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  a 
great  hardship  to  deprive  these  people  of  refresh- 
ment?— Yes,  I do  certainly. 

7584.  W ould  not  total  closing  have  this  effect  ? 
— No,  they  are  certainly  bona  fide  travellers. 

7585.  I am  coming  to  that  by-aud-bye. 
Would  it  not  be  a hardship  to  deprive  them  of 
that  ? — Yes,  I quite  admit  that. 

7586.  Are  there  not  other  bond  fide  travellers 
coming  into  the  city  of  Cork,  from  Limerick 
say  ? — If  I am  asked  about  that  now,  that  will 
open  up  the  question  of  bond  fide  travellers. 

Chairman. 

7587.  It  is  a very  good  time  to  give  your  views 
on  the  present  exemption,  whether  you  think 
that  provision  works  well,  or  whether  abuses 
have  come  to  your  knowledge,  and  what  you 
suggest  ? — I think  that  the  three-mile  distance 
is  altogether  too  short.  I think  that  the  distance 
ought  to  be  such  that  people  generally  will  not 
walk  for  the  sake  of  getting  the  drink ; and  I 
think  that  the  three-mile  distance  will  bring  a 
great  many  people  to  the  public-houses  who  go 
simply  and  solely  for  the  purpose  of  drinking ; 
consequently  I -would  extend  the  limit,  and  I 
should  say  that  six  miles  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  a fair  distance,  certainly  at  the  very  least, 
five  miles  ; but  I should  say  six  miles. 

7588.  You  do  not  think  that  a drunkard  would 
be  likely  to  take  a 12-mile  walk  for  the  sake  of 
getting  a drink  ? — No. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7589.  But  you  see  we  are  not  going  to  legis- 
late for  the  drunkard  alone:  any  legislation 
based  upon  our  report  would  be  legislation  that 
will  affect  the  people  who  make  a proper  use ; 
who  do  not  make  an  improper  use  of  public- 
houses  ? — Yes. 

7590.  You  know  a great  many  young  men  in 
Cork  who  take  walks  on  Sunday? — Yes. 

7591.  Do  you  not  think  a journey  of  11  or 
12  miles  too  much  to  impose  upon  them  before 
they  get  refreshment? — You  are  now  dealing 
with  another  class.  I do  not  think  they  will 
require  that  moderate  refreshment  until  they 
have  walked  six  miles. 

7592.  Six  miles  there  and  back  ? —Yes ; but 
they  will  get  it  if  they  have  walked  the  six 
miles. 

7593.  With  regard  to  the  closing  of  the 

p p 4 public- 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
public-houses  in  Cork,  do  you  not  think  that  it 
would  be  a hardship  on  those  who  have  come  in 
from  neighbouring  towns  ; you  know  there  is  an 
excursion  from  Limerick  very  often? — Yes. 

7594.  If  the  houses  were  not  open  for  the 
purpose  of  refreshing  these  people,  would  not 
that  be  a hardship  ? — I think  it  would. 

7595.  They  are  Iona  fide  travellers? — Yes,  of 
course  they  are. 

7596.  But  do  you  not  think  that  it  leads  to 
evasion  of  the  law  when  the  public-houses  are 
closed,  and  when  they  are  obliged  to  represent 
themselves  a3  travellers? — Unfortunately  there 
is  only  too  much  reason  to  know  that  it  d.oes. . 

7597.  At  all  events,  you  would  consider  it  a 
hardship  inflicted  on  your  people  if,  when  they 
went  away  on  these  excursions,  they  could  not 
get  refreshments  ? — I do,  certainly. 

Chairman. 

7598.  As  we  are  on  that  subject,  do  you  think 
that,  with  the  extension  of  the  distance  to  six 
miles,  the  law  might  be  left  in  other  respects  as 
it  is.  You  were  here  during  the  examination  of 
the  other  witness  to-day  ; did  you  hear  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  exemption  should  not  operate  in 
regard  to  all  publicans? — That  is  a matter  which 
I have  never  had  sufficiently  under  consideration. 

7599.  So  lar  as  your  own  observation  goes  do 
you  think  that  that  might  safely  be  left  as  it  is 
if  the  distance  were  extended  to  six  miles? — I 
do  not  think  it  might.  I think  there  should  be 
some  other  restrictions,  but  what  they  should  be 
I am  not  in  a position  to  say. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7600.  Then  you  are  in  favour  of  the  terms  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  being  applied,  and  you 
would  be  anxious  to  have  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  applied  to  Cork  ? — Yes. 

7601.  Why  ? — Because  I believe  it  would 
tend  to  increased  habits  of  temperance  amongst 
our  people. 

7602.  Is  there  a great  neces.-ity  for  it  in  the 
sense  that  drunkenness  is  increasing  in  Cork  ? — 
No;  but  1 would  rather  see  it  very  much 
decreased. 

7603.  Has  it  not  been  decreasing  ? — Yes. 

7604.  Do  you  know  that  the  Mayor  of  Cork 
stated  that  here? — 1 do  not  remember;  but  I 
know  independently  that  it  has 

7605.  And  Mr.  Gardner  stated  that  here  ? — 
Yes. 

7606.  And  you  corroborate  that  statement? 
—Yes. 

7607.  That  drunkenness  is  on  the  decrease? — 
Yes. 

7608.  Is  not  that  due  to  the  improved  habits 
of  the  people,  and  to  their  general  improvement  ? 
— I should  say  that  it  is  due  to  the  operation  of 
a great  many  causes.  It  is  due  partly  to  the 
curtailment  of  the  hours  for  drinking  on  Sun- 
days ; I should  say  it  was  largely  due  to  the 
action  of  the  League  of  the  Cross  in  the  city  of 
Cork ; and  it  is  also  due  to  the  better  character 
of  the  homes  of  the  poor  there. 

7609.  Would  you  not  rely  upon  the  operation 
of  your  confraternities  and  the  administration  of 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
the  pledge  and  religious  influences  rather  than 
upon  coercive  measures  of  law,  which  the  people 
look  upon  as  class  legislation  ? — 1 would  prefer 
the  former  to  the  latter ; but  I prefer  the  two 
acting  together  to  either  one  of  them. 

7610.  Is  it  not  a temptation  to  the  people  to 
evade  the  law  when  it  is  of  a coercive  character? 
— There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is. 

7611.  Do  you  not  know  that  it  has  elsewhere 
led  to  evil  results?  — I believe  it  has  ; but  I do 
not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

7612.  Are  you  aware  that  in  Glasgow  and 
Cardiff',  and  other  large  towns,  evils  of  a very 
grave  character  have  arisen  in  consequence  of 
the  application  of  these  coercive  measures  ?—  I 
think  there  is  always  a danger  in  citing  the 
example  of  an  English  or  Scotch  city  when  deal- 
ing with  the  question  of  the  habits  of  temperance 
or  intemperance  of  the  Irish  people  for  this 
reason,  that,  so  far  as  I have  always  heard,  there 
is  a much  stronger  tendency  in  the  English  and 
Scotch  people  to  drink  alone  than  there  is  among 
the  Irish  ; and  consequently  for  that  reason  1 
would  be  very  slow  to  accept  an  argument  based 
upon  what  happened  in  English  and  Scotch  cities 
merely. 

7613.  But  when  it  would  lead,  as  it  is  known 
to  have  led,  to  the  establishment  of  bogus  drink- 
ing clubs,  and  when  it  has  led  to  shebeening 
in  those  parts  of  the  country  where  it  has  been 
applied,  do  you  not  think  that  is  a very  great 
danger  and  evil  ? — If  you  had  shown  me  that  it 
had  done  so  in  Ireland  I would  accept  it  as  a 
strong  argument;  but  if  you  had  told  me  that  it 
had  done  so  in  England  and  Scotland  I would 
not  go  very  far  with  you  in  admitting  the  force  of 
the  argument. 

7614.  But  we  have  had  statistics  laid  before  us 
here  by  the  police  officials  that  go  to  show  that 
shebeening  has  very  much  increased  in  these 
districts  in  many  cases  ? — I should  not  be  sur- 
prised. I should  be  rather  surprised  to  find  that 
there  was  a district  in  which  it  had  not  increased, 
and  I would  admit  that  in  all  probability  you 
will  have  some  increase  of  illicit  drinking  in 
Cork. 

7615.  And  you  would  admit,  I think,  that 
there  would  be  a large  increase  of  home  drinking 
in  Cork? — No,  I would  not. 

7616.  If  such  were  the  case,  or  were  likely  to 
be  the  case,  would  it  not  be  a great  evil  ? — Un- 
questionably. 

7617.  And  it  would  greatly  retard,  you  in  the 
performance  of  your  duty  ? — Yes. 

7618.  Would  not  that  be  a worse  evil  than  the 
one  you  seek  to  grapple  with? — I should  say  that 
if  half  the  people  brought  home  drink,  and  took 
it  at  home,  who  now  drink  in  the  public-houses, 
I would  not  put  one  foot  before  another  to  close 
the  public-houses. 

7619.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  much  safer  to 
leave  the  people  in  the  hands  of  a respectable 
publican,  than  to  run  the  risk  of  increasing  home 
drinking  ? — Yes ; but  I am  very  much  afraid 
that  you  are  assuming  what  I would  not  admit ; 
that  it  is  the  respectable  publican  that  gives  the 
drink  that  I complain  most  of. 

7620.  1 am  assuming  nothing;  I am  asking 
you  questions  based  upon  evidence  which 

has 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
has  been  given  before  this  Committee? — Then 
you  are  dealing  with  a purely  imaginary  case, 
and  I do  not  know  what  answer  I should  give 
to  the  question. 

7621.  It  is  not  imagination  on  my  part;  it  is 
based  on  evidence  we  have  received?  — I under- 
stand. 

7622.  You  have  not  been  constantly  acting 
with  these  Sabbatarian  people  in  connection  with 
this  Sunday  closing  movement,  have  you  ? — I. 
think  I acted  with  them  a great  many  years  ago, 
if  I remember  rightly  ; but  it  is  so  long  ago  that 
I can  hardly  say.  I acted  with  them  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Permissive  Bill,  and  I think  in  con- 
nection with  the  Sunday  Closing  Bill ; but  I am 
not  positive  of  that  just  now. 

7623.  What  is  your  view  with  regard  to  the 
sincerity  of  their  agitation;  I mean  their  sin- 
cerity with  regard  to  putting  down  drink  by 
Sunday  closing ; does  it  arise,  in  your  opinion, 
from  a desire  to  promote  Sabbatarian  views 
rather  than  a desire  to  put  down  drinking?— I 
have  heard  that  the  parent  movement  in  England 
was  more  a Sabbatarian  movement  than  a purely 
temperance  movement,  as  I might  call  it;  and  we 
had  a suspicion  in  Ireland  that  the  Irish  move- 
ment would  be  somewhat  of  the  same  character. 
However,  I have  not  sufficient  evidence  to  lead 
me  to  think  that  this  was  in  Ireland  a purely 
Sabbatarian  movement.  At  the  same  time  I 
must  confess  that,  in  common  with  a great  many 
others,  I lookod  with  something  of  suspicion  upon 

it-  . . 

7624.  Do  you  not  think  that  that  is,  in  a great 
measure,  the  reason  why  the  priests^  have  not 
given  it  greater  countenance  ? — I think  that  is 
one  of  the  reasons. 

7625.  Allow  me  to  read  to  you  a statement 
that  was  made  on  the  last  day  by  Dr.  Tynan,  of 
Dublin,  in  reply  to  Question  6597.  This  is  with 
regard  to  some  evidence  which  he  was  giving  the 
Committee  in  support  of  his  statement  that  it 
was  a Sabbatarian  movement:  “I  wish  to  show 
the  Committee,”  he  says,  “ that  so  far  as  the  pro- 
moters of  Sunday  closing  are  concerned,  I do 
not  think  that  their  object  is  so  much  to  suppress 
intemperance  as  to  force  certain  Sabbatarian 
views  upon  the  Catholic  population  of  Dublin, 
which  are  opposed  to  their  religious  views;  and 
therefore  I would  refer  them  to  the  report  in 
the ‘Daily  Express,’ of  Thursday,  the  loth  of 
March  1888,”  and  he  consequently  referred  to 
the  report ; do  you  agree  in  the  main  with  that 
idea?— If  that  means  that  they  are  influenced 
by  Sabbatarian  views.  I have  not  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  subject  to  enable  me  to  form 
anything  like  a definite  opinion.  I might  say 
that,  on  two  occasions  recently,  we  have  in  Cork 
been  brought  in  connection  with  the  Dublin 
Society,  and  the  Cork  Society  connected  with 
them.  One  occasion  was  when  they  sent  us  the 
Sunday  closing  resolution  some  time  ago;  and 
that  was  placed  before  a council  of  the  League 
of  the  Cross  in  the  city  of  Cork ; and  at  that 
time  we  agreed  to  support  their  action,  but  we 
inserted  a Saturday  evening  closing  resolution, 
and  that  Saturday  evening  closing  resolution  was 
put  before  a meeting  of  the  public  which  was 
subsequently  held  in  Dublin  by  these  associa- 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
tions,  and  carried.  And,  again,  when  the  com- 
mittee was  appointed  that  had  charge  of  this 
meeting  of  the  working  classes  which  was  re- 
ferred to  a while  ago,  at  the  first  committee 
meeting  there  were  only  Catholics  present,  and 
the  question  was  started  whether  we  should  not 
seek  the  aid  of  the  other  temperance  societies, 
the  Protestant  societies  to  which  you  refer,  in 
our  movement,  and  at  that  meeting  there  was  a 
resolution  carried  with  only  one  dissentient  to 
seek  their  aid. 

7626.  Have  you  read  the  letters  of  Dr. 
M‘AUister  and  Dr.  Gillhooly  on  this  subject? — 

I think  I read  them ; I saw  them  in  the  news- 
papers at  the  time. 

7627.  Do  you  know  that  they  express  strong 
opinions  and  strong  fears  with  regard  to  the 
probable  results  of  the  extension  of  the  Act  ? — 

I believe  they  do.  I heard  them  read  to-day, 
and  from  that  I think  they  do. 

7628.  Do  you  consider  their  fears  groundless 
so  far  as  your  experience  Is  concerned? — So  far 
as  Cork  is  concerned  I do,  certainly. 

7629.  Then  you  hope  for  nothing  but  unmiti- 
gated good  ? — No,  I do  not  say  that  at  all. 

Chairman. 

7630.  On  the  contrary,  you  said  in  answer  to 
a question  that  you  do  not  ? — I say  that  ac- 
cording to  the  natural  course  of  things  there 
must  be  some  evil  arising  out  of  it,  hut  I do  not 
think  that  that  evil  will  be  very  great,  and  I do 
not  think  it  will  be  at  all  sufficient  to  counter- 
balance the  good  which  the  movement  will  do. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

7631.  Do  you  consider  that  all  this  wretched- 
ness and  home  misery  which  you  referred  to  in 
the  beginning  of  your  evidence  is  brought  about 
by  drinking  ? — 1 should  not  say  quite  the  whole 
of  it,  but  certainly  the  greater  part  of  it. 

7632.  And  you  think  that  the  closing  of 
public-houses  would  remedy  the  evil? — Oh,  dear, 
no;  it  will  remedy  a very  great  portion  of  it,  as 
I have  said. 

7633.  The  Artizans’  Dwellings  Act  has  got 
a fair  trial  in  Cork  recently,  has  it  not?— Yes, 
they  have  erected  a good  many  houses. 

7634.  Is  not  that  having  a good  effect  on  the 
habits  of  the  people? — Yes. 

7635.  Do  you  not  think  that  an  extension  of 
the  operation  of  that  Act  would  have  a more 
beneficial  effect  on  the  habits  of  the  people  than 
any  coercive  legislation? — I think  ii  you  gave 
a good  home,  if  that  could  be  done,  to  every  one 
of  these  poor  people  to  whom  I referred  a 
moment  ago  who  was  willing  to  pay  a fair 
moderate  rent  for  it,  I could  go  no  further  than 
saying  that.  I believe  the  influence  would  be  very 
great  in  promoting  sober  habits. 

7636.  Is  Nortli  Main-street,  Cork,  in  your 
parish? — Yes. 

7637.  I suppose  you  know  that  place  very 
well  on  Sunday  mornings? — I do,  unfortunately. 

7638.  Would  you  see  people  drunk  about 
there  on  Sunday  mornings v — Yes;  any  man  can 
get  drink  on  Sunday  morning  in  the  city  of 
Cork,  if  he  will  only  go  to  some  little  incon- 
venience and  risk  for  it. 

q q 7639.  Do 
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Mr.  John  O’  Connor — continued. 

7639.  Do  you  think  that  that  arises  from  home 
drinking  ? — No. 

7640.  Do  not  they  take  drink  home  on  Satur- 
day nights  ? — Certainly. 

7641.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  you  curtail  the 
hours  on  Saturday  evening  you  will  largely  in- 
crease the  temptation  to  take  drink  home  on 
Saturday  night? — I think  you  will  increase  it. 

7642.  And  the  evil  will  be  likely  to  grow? — I 
do  not  think  so. 

7643.  And  you  do  not  think  it  will  continue 
crowing  ? — No  ; I think  we  are  rearing  up  a 
better  generation  now  than  the  present  genera- 
tion is. 

7644.  But  you  will  have  to  take  them  out  of 
the  back  slums  which  you  and  I know  so  well  ? 
— We  will  if  we  can;  but  meanwhile  if  we  have 
to  leave  them  there,  if  we  can  bring  them  to 
attend  schools,  and  under  the  influence  of 
religion,  we  shall  be  able  to  do  a good  deal  with 
them. 

7645.  Do  you  not  think  that  when  they  leave 
school  they  will  lapse  back  into  the  evil  habits 
that  surround  them  ? — No  doubt  a great  many 
of  them  do. 

7646.  Almost  all  of  them,  do  they  not? — No. 
But  it  is  sad  to  think  how  many  of  them  do. 

7647.  Think  well  of  it  now  ; do  you  not  think 
that  if  you  close  the  public-houses  earlier  on 
Saturday  evening  you  will  have  the  drink 
brought  into  the  homes  ? — Yes,  in  some  cases. 

7648.  Do  you  not  think  it  will  increase  ?— 1 
do  not  think  so ; I look  upon  it  in  itself  as  a 
matter  of  very  considerable  importance  that  we 
should  have  a kind  of  Sabbath  of  temperance : 
that  we  should  have  one  day  in  which  people 
•will  not  get  the  drink  at  public-houses  with  their 
pleasant  society.  I think  that  if  you  have  that 
break  in  the  week  that  of  itself  will  work  a great 
influence. 

7649.  But  if  they  bring  it  home,  will  th  y not 
drink  it  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  morning? 
—Yes. 

7650.  And  will  not  you  have  a stupid,  idle, 
wasted  Sunday  morning?- — Yes. 

7651.  They  will  not  go  to  mass? — There  are 
very  few  that  will  not  get  the  drink  at  present 
on  Sunday  morning ; and  they  will  be  able  to  do 
it  always  if  the  law  is  not  enforced.  I cannot 
-speak  too  plainly  on  this  subject.  I think  you 
will  deprive  the  measure  of  nineteen-twentieths 
of  its  good  unless  the  Act  be  enforced,  as  every 
other  Act  in  the  country. 

Chairman. 

7652.  Both  you  and  the  honourable  Member 
are  much  better  informed  on  this  question  than 
I can  be  ; but  you  gave  a remarkable  answer  to 
my  honourable  friend  just  now  when  you  said 
that  in  the  city  of  Cork  you  thought  anyone 
could  get  drink  on  Sunday  morning  if  they  knew 
where  to  go  ? — Yes,  and  they  do  know  where  to 
go. 

7653.  You  also  told  me,  or  my  honourable 
friend  on  my  left,  that  shebeening  did  not  exist ; 
so  I suppose,  putting  those  two  answers  together, 
you  consider  that  a certain  class  of  publicans  in 


Chairman — continued. 

Cork  systematically  must  actually  violate  the 
licensing  law  ? — Unquestionably. 

7654.  And  that  exists  to  a considerable  extent, 
you  think  ? — Yes  ; and  the  police  can  put  their 
hands  on  those  that  do  it. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7655.  Do  not  the  police  interfere? — They 
cannot,  because  they  can  only  go  about  in  uni- 
form. 

Chairman. 

7556.  It  is  the  first  time  that  this  branch  of 
evidence  has  been  opened  up,  which  is  a very 
important  one ; we  have  had  many  suggestions 
about  amendments  of  the  law  with  a view  to 
making  it  more  stringent,  but  you  suggest  that 
there  is  very  great  difficulty  in  getting  evidence 
of  its  violation,  and  that  some  means  ought  to  be 
devised  of  watching  these  known  houses  ? — Un- 
questionably I do.  I say  that  the  more  stringent 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  be  with  regard  to  this 
matter  the  more  violations  will  occur ; and  I have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  with  a full  sense  of  the 
force  of  my  words  and  my  responsibility,  that 
the  non-enforcement  of  the  Act,  as  it  is  with  us 
at  present,  is  a grave  scandal. 

- Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

7657.  But  you  say  that  the  restrictions  will 
lead  to  violations? — Yes. 

7658.  And  if  you  restrict  and  limit  the  sale  of 
liquor  on  Saturday  night,  will  not  the  violations 
be  increased  ? — Yes. 

765.9.  The  people  will  get  into  these  houses; 
even  though,  the  front  door  may  be  dosed,  they 
will  get  in  at  the  back  door?  — Yes,  if  the  Act 
is  to  be  carried  out  as  it  is  at  present. 

7660.  Is  not  the  temptation  thereby  largely 
increased  of  bringing  the  drink  away  to  their 
homes  ? — Yes. 

7661.  And  is  it  not  likely  that  that  drink 
would  consist  of  whiskey? — Yes. 

7662.  Do  not  you  know  that  that  is  a more 
dangerous  class  of  drinking  ? — Yes;  and  I said 
a moment  ago  that,  for  a 1U0  cases  of  drunken- 
ness in  the  police  courts,  fifty  cases  in  the  homes 
would  be  worse. 

7663.  There  will  be  a greater  excess  of  home 
drinking,  which  is  the  greater  evil,  in  your 
opinion  ?— Yes ; but  remember  this : that  there 
will  not  be  such  an  amount  of  home  drinking  as 
will  counterbalance  the  amount  of  good  that  will 
come  from  the  passing  of  the  Act.  Fifty  or  a 
100  get  drunk  now  with  open  public-houses; 
50  of  these  people;  no,  20  perhaps,  or  10  of 
them,  will  get  drunk  if  this  Act  be  passed. 
That  10  would  be  as  bad  as  20  cases  of  drunken- 
ness in  public-houses. 

Chairman. 

7664.  But  you  say,  from  your  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  classes  who  frequent  public- houses, 
that  you  do  not  think  they  will  be  likely  to  make 
determined,  and  what  I may  call  cold-blooded, 
preparation  for  solitary  drinking? — Net  largely. 

7665.  You  think  that  the  excessive  drinking 
arises  from  the  sociability  of  our  people  and  their 
love  of  good  fellowship,  together  with  the  fact  of 

the 
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Chairman — continued. 

tlie  door  of  the  public-house  being  invitingly 
open? — Unquestionably  a great  deal  of  it  comes 
from  that. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7666.  I should  like  to  ask  youa  few  questions ; 
first  of  all,  you  naturally  come  in  contact  with 
the  working  classes  of  your  parish? — Yes. 

7667.  And  you  naturally  of  course  have  a 
means  of  knowing  their  habits  ? — Yes. 

7668.  Respecting,  in  the  first  place,  Saturday 
night  drinking ; supposing  that  the  public-houses 
were  closed,  say  at  nine  o’clock,  that  would  of 
course  prevent  a great  many  of  the  people  who  fre- 
quent public-houses,  being  able  to  get  drunk  after 
that  hour  ; now,  in  your  opinion  would  that  lead 
to  people  leaving  che  public-house  and  going  either 
to  a shebeen  or  taking  drink  home,  or  would  it 
lead  to  people  adapting  their  habits  to  the  new 
condition  of  affairs  ? — It  would  lead  in  the  majo- 
rity of  instances  to  the  people  adapting  their 
habits  to  the  new  condition  of  affairs ; but  in 
the  minority  of  cases  it  would  lead  to  those 
abuses  to  which  your  question  refers. 

7669.  Then  I am  to  take  from  your  answer, 
which  is  an  answer  based  upon  valuable  experi- 
ence amongst  the  classes  concerned,  that  the 
closing  of  public-houses  at  9 o’clock  on  Saturday 
night  would  undoubtedly  stop  a great  deal  of  the 
drinking  that  at  present  goes  on  in  Cork  ? — 
Yes. 

7670.  On  the  other  hand,  I think  you  stated, 
in  reply  to  my  honourable  friend,  that  10  cases 
of  home  drinking  would  be  as  bad  as  20  cases  at 
the  public-house? — Yes. 

7671.  The  next  question  I want  to  ask  refers 
to  Sunday ; am  I to  understand  it  is  your 
opinion  that  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sunday  would  greatly  diminish  the  cases  of 
Sunday  drinking  in  Cork  ? — Yes. 

7672.  Am  1 also  to  understand  this:  that 
although  there  may  be  some  more  private  drink- 
ing than  at  first,  eventually  that  would  diminish? 
—Yes. 

7673.  Of  course  if  it  is  the  habit  of  a certain 
class  to  go  every  Sunday  to  the  public-house,  it 
would  take  some  time  before  they  get  rid  of  the 
custom  ? — Yes. 

7674.  Respecting  home  drinking,  let  us  take 
the  case  of  an  habitual  drunkard,  a man  who 
makes  it  a rule  to  get  drunk  every  Sunday  ; he 
is  the  man  who  would  take  drink  home.  From 
your  experience  of  visiting  houses  where  there 
is  private  drinking,  what  happens  as  regards  the 
family  ?— <-1  cannot  say  that  I have  any  experi- 
ence of  cases  in  which  there  is  private  drinking, 
because,  as  I said  in  the.  beginning,  it  is  only 
on  special  occasions,  like  wakes  and  baptisms, 
that  I have  known  instances  of  men  who  bring 
home  drink ; but  I rather  think  that  after 
Saturday  night’s  drinking  in  a public-house,  they 
cannot  have  much  more  than  is  sufficient  for 
their  own  supposed  wants  on  Sunday  morning. 

7675.  With  regard  to  what  we  have  heard 
about  home  drinking  demoralising  the  wives  and 
children,  do  not  you  think  it  would  be  more 
likely  that  a man  who  took  the  drink  home  would 
mvite  his  friends  to  share  it  rather  than  his  wife 
and  family?— I think  the  demoralisation  will  be 

0.67. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

more  if  a man  brings  it  home  than  if  he  drinks 
at  the  public-house. 

7676.  In  what  respect? — He  makes  the  wife 
and  children  drink. 

7677.  I am  now  dealing  with  the  case  of  the 
habitual  drunkard ; do  not  the  wife  and  children 
witness  all  the  horrible  disgrace  when  the  father 
returns  home?— Yes;  so  far  the  bad  example  is 
the  same. 

Chairman. 

7678.  Do  you  not  think  it  might  be  more  a 
warning  than  an  example  if  the  parent  comes 
home  in  that  state  than  if  the  process  begins  at 
home?— if es;  but  besides  that  you  have  the 
drink  thrust  upon  the  family. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7679.  Do  you  think  that  the  habitual  drunkard 
would  share  his  drink  with  his  wile  and  children  ? 
— We  have  only  too  many  instances  where 
children  have  been  brought  to  drunkenness 
through  the  culpable  neglect,  and  it  may  be 
worse,  of  the  parents  giving  quantities  of  drink 
to  children  when  young. 

7680.  In  your  opinion  you  think  that  gene- 
rally it  would  be  to  the  moral  welfare  of  your  flock 
if  the  public-houses  were  closed  at  nine  o’clock 
on  Saturdays  and  the  whole  of  Sunday  ? — Cer- 
tainly. 

Mx\  Tomlinson. 

7681.  You  spoke  in  one  of  your  answers 
about  drinking  habits  amongst  women ; does 
that  largely  prevail  in  Cork  ’ — Yes ; unfortu- 
nately in  the  district  in  which  I am  we  have  a 
great  deal  of  drinking  amongst  women. 

7682.  Do  they  go  to  the  public-house  ? — Yes. 

7683.  Then  your  view  of  drinking  amongst 
women  would  not  coincide  with  that  of  Dr. 
Tynan  ? — I have  a general  idea  of  what  he  said,, 
and  I do  not  think  that  the  state  of  things  which, 
he  described  prevails  in  Cork. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

7684.  Is  it  the  habit  of  the  people,  of  whom 
you  have  had  so  much  experience,  to  take  in- 
toxicating drink  with  their  meals  ? — Yes,  I think 
they  do,  a large  number  of  them. 

7686.  At  home? — Yes;  just  as  much  as  would 
be  sufficient  for  their  own  wants  for  the  meal  • 
just  a moderate  quantity  ; a pint  of  porter,  for 
instance,  would  be  the  common  drink. 

7686.  I think  we  had  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  one  of  the  official  witnesses  that  that  was 
not  the  case  in  the  country? — I have  no  ex- 
perience of  the  country  ; only  of  the  city. 

7687.  Then  you  put  a very  interesting  view 
before  the  Committee ; as  I understand  you,  it 
was  this:  that  you  thought  the  temptation  to 
drink  to  your  people  arose  rather  from  the  love 
of  social  intercourse,  which  the  Chairman  has 
just  alluded  to,  rather  than  from  the  appetite  for 
drink  itself?  — It  arises,  at  all  events,  very 
largely  from  that  desire  for  social  intercourse 
which  they  find  in  the  public-house. 

7688.  Therefore,  one  of  the  temptations  we 
have  to  guard  against  distinctly  is  that  arising 
from  association,  and  not  simply  with  regard  to 
the  drink  itself?— Yes.  Consequently,0!  say 
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Mr.  Roiontree — continued, 
that  if  you  cut  away  the  association  you  cutaway 
one  of  the  chief  causes  of  drunkenness. 

'7689.  Then  I should  like  just  to  ask  you  this  ; 
you  have  spoken  strongly  of  the  administration 
of  the  law ; would  you  say  that  the  distrust  of 
the  administration  of  the  law  is  an  important 
factor  in  the  opinions  which  are  prevalent  now 
in  Ireland  with  regard  to  the  extension  of  the 
law,  and  conferring  additional  power  on  the 
police?— There  are  a great  many  people,  1 have 
no  doubt,  who  are  half-hearted  with  regard  to 
this  movement  who  would  go  heart  and  soul  into 
it  if  they  thought  that  it  would  be  enforced 
properly. 

7690.  In  more  districts  than  one? — Yes.  I 
said  that  I had  no  personal  knowledge  of  ne- 
glect, and  I said  that  I had  obtained  very  valu- 
able assistance  at  various  times  from  the  police 
in  such  matters.  I should  wish  again  before  I 
leave,  if  I may  be  permitted  to  do  so,  to  touch 
on  two  points.  They  are  points  that  come  home 
to  my  mind  most  strongly  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  The  first  is  the  absolute  necessity, 
to  my  mind,  of  a Saturday  night  closing ; _ a 
shortening  of  the  hours  ; without  that  you  will 
deprive  the  Sunday  closing  of  nineteen-twen- 
tieths of  its  benefit.  And  secondly,  there  is, 
to  my  mind,  the  absolute  necessity  of  making 
provision  for  the  proper  enforcement  of  any  law 
that  may  be  passed  with  regard  to  the  closing 
of  public-houses  both  on  Saturday  nights  and 
Sundays.  That  enforcement  does  not  exist  at 
present ; and  so  long  as  it  does  not  exist  the 
laws  will  be  rendered  comparatively  valueless. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

7691.  You  know  the  habits  of  the  Irish  people 
in  general  pretty  well,  1 suppose  ? — l suppose 
probably  the  habits  of  the  people  with  whom  I 
am  mixed  up  would  be  the  same  as  in  other 
places. 

7692.  May  I infer  that  the  habits  of  the  people 
in  Dublin,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Belfast  are  pretty 
much  alike?— That  would  be  my  general  idea  ; 
I could  not  say  for  certain  in  any  particular  case. 
There  is  a remarkable  difference  often  in  the  very 
same  city  in  the  habits  of  the  people  in  one  parish 
and  the  people  in  another. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7693.  The  fact  is  then  that  it  is  necessary  to  be 
friendly  with  the  police  on  the  part  of  the  pub- 
lican, or  it  would  be  useful,  at  any  rate,  to  the 
publican  ? — It  would  be  ; but,  apart  altogether 
from  that,  the  system  is  bad.  I do  not  object  to 
it  on  the  ground  that  I observe  within  the  sphere 
of  my  own  knowledge  any  such  friendliness ; 
but  I object  to  it  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a 
system  which  of  its  own  nature  can  never  be 
effectual. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

7694.  You  consider  that  the  habits  of  the 
people  of  Cork,  Dublin,  Limerick,  and  Belfast 
are  very  much  alike,  are  they  not  ? — I think  they 
ought  to  be. 

7695.  Do  you  know  these  other  cities  per- 


Mr.  Peter  Af‘  Donald—  continued, 
sonally  ? — I have  been  there  a few  times,  but  I 
have  never  mixed  myself  up  with  the  people. 

7696.  If  Dr.  Tynan  of  Dublin  gave  evidence 
with  respect  to  a district  very  similar  to  much 
of  your  own  parish,  would  you  not  attach  much, 
weight  to  his  opinion? — Yes,  regarding  his  own 
parish. 

7697.  He  stated  that  in  a portion  of  his 
parish  somewhat  similar  to  Blarney-lane  or 
Blackpool,  or  Main-street  in  Cork,  illicit 
drinking  is  carried  on  to  a very  great  extent; 
would  you  not  consider  that  the  same  thing 
might  apply  to  districts  in  Cork  which  you 
know  ?— I would  not,  in  the  face  of  the  obvious 
reasons  to  the  contrary  that  I know. 

7698.  Would  not  a different  state  of  thing- 
arise  from  different  circumstances ; the  class  ® f 
public-houses  in  the  locality,  for  instance  ? — No  ; 
what  I mean  to  say  is  this,  which  will  cover  an 
answer  to  your  question  : that  I know  that  that 
state  of  things  does  not  exist  in  Cork.  I presume 
that  it  exists  in  Dublin,  as  Dr.  Tynan  says  so  ; 
but  I know  that  it  does  not  exist  in  Cork. 

7699.  Do  the  women  of  Cork  frequent  these 
public-houses  ? — Yes. 

7700.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  women  frequent  a 
certain  class  of  public-houses  and  do  not  frequent 
others?  — I should  be  inclined  to  say  that  it 
is. 

7701.  And  the  more  respectable  the  public- 
house  is,  the  less  likely  would  the  women  be  to 
go  into  it? — That  is  so. 

7702.  I am  personally  aware  that  it  is  so  in 
Dublin  and  elsewhere  ? — And  I think  it  is  so  in 
Cork. 

7703.  Would  it  not  then  be  better  to  elevate 
the  class  of  public-house  than  to  bring  in  any 
greater  restriction  by  legislation  ? — -l  do  not 
think  so.  It  would  be  a great  blessing  if  you 
could  sweep  away  a number  of  public-houses  of 
a certain  class,  no  doubt. 

7704.  The  greater  number  of  publicans  in 
Cork  are,  I think,  differently  circumstanced  from 
the  licensed  traders  in  other  cities? — Yes. 

7705.  Why  is  that? — Because  the  brewers  are 
the  owners  of  the  licenses  to  a very  considerable 
extent,  and,  I believe,  only  to  a small  extent 
elsewhere. 

7706.  And,  as  the  result  of  that,  there  is  a 
lowering,  is  there  not,  of  the  status  and  cha- 
racter of  these  houses  ; if  the  traders  are  con- 
fined within  certain  limits,  so  that  they  have  not 
freedom  of  action,  is  not  the  character  of  the 
house  likely  to  he  lowered? — That  is  a question 
which  I cannot  answer. 

7707.  May  I infer  that  the  lower  the  class  of 
public-house,  the  greater  the  evil  that  will  arise 
there  ? — Most  unquestionably. 

770S.  And  would  not  that  evil  be  removed  by 
the  sweeping  away  of  that  low  cla<s  of  public- 
house  ? — It  would  be  not  removed,  it  would  be 
modified  to  a considerable  extent.  There  are 
publicans  in  Cork  that  might  be  entrusted  with 
the  carrying  out  of  any  law  or  regulation  that 
could  be  made  on  the  subject,  and  the  people 
would  be  perfectly  safe  in  their  hands. 

7709.  Would  you  not  then  recommend  that 
there  should  be  no  curtailment  of  the  privileges 
of  those  respectable  traders,  while  you  would  de- 
prive 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

_riVe  those  of  a different  class  of  the  opportunity 
of  doin"  injury  to  the  people  ? — l do  not  see  how 
you  can  make  any  difference  in  the  present 
system.  If  there  was  an  arrangement  put  before 
me  that  would  admit  of  such  a distinction,  I 
■would  consider  what  the  result  of  it  would  be ; 
but  at  present  I do  not  consider  it  practicable. 

7710.  Do  you  think  that  nine  o’clock  would 
be  a reasonable  hour  to  close  on  Saturday 
evening  ?— I should  prefer  eight. 

77ll°  Have  you  observed  in  passing  through 
the  streets  at  night,  on  returning  from  the  per- 
formance of  your  religious  duties,  poor  ^people 
often  making  purchases  at  ten  or  eleven  o’clock  ? 
—They  are  making  purchases  of  drink  in  the 
majority  of  instances ; and  where  it  is  not  so, 
they  purchase  at  that  hour  because  the  husbands 
do  not  go  home  from  the  public-house  to  give 
them  money  to  purchase  at  an  earlier  hour. 


Mr.  Peter  Mc  Donald — continued. 

7712.  But  I thought  you  stated  a while  ago 
that  the  greater  number  were  paid  on  Friday, 
or  at  two  o’clock  on  Saturday  ? — Yes,  and  they 
go  to  the  public-houses  and  drink  the  greater 
part  of  their  wages. 

7713.  Have  they  not  to  go  home  to  dinner? — 
If  they  do,  they  leave  it  immediately  and  go  off 
to  the  public-house.  That  is,  unfortunately, 
what  happens  in  most  cases. 

7714.  Do  you  still  desire  to  have  the  houses 
totally  closed  on  Sundays? — Yes. 

7715.  Would  there  not  be  a great  evil  arising 
from  the  illicit  traffic  of  which  you  complain?— 
No. 

77 16.  Is  it  not  the  worst  phase  of  the  drinking 
evil  when  it  is  got  in  an  illicit  form?— Yes;  in 
intensity  the  evil  would  be  great,  but  it  would 
not  be  a tenth  part  so  extensive. 


0.67. 
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MEMBERS  PRESENT: 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Agg- Gardner. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Joseph  P.  Nannetti,  called  in;  and  Examined. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

7717.  You  are  President,  are  you  not,  of  the 
Dublin  United  Trades  Council  and  Labour 
League? — I am. 

7718.  Are  you  a tradesman  yourself?-  I am 
a printer  engaged  upon  the  “Freeman’s  Journal.” 

7719.  Which  society  do  you  represent  on  the 
Council  ? — The  Dublin  Typographical  Provident 
Society,  -which  comprises  fully  600  members,  and 
I am  one  of  the  delegates,  with  two  others. 

7720.  How  many  trades  are  affiliated  ? — Some- 
thing about  36  or  38. 

7721.  Have  you  got  a list  of  them? — I have 
taken  out  a list,  and  I can  read  them  to  the  Com- 
mittee. They  are  as  follows : The  lithographic 
printers,  the  tinsmiths,  the  Gloucester-street 
carpenters. 

7722.  Is  Gloucester-street  the  name  of  the 
place  where  they  work? — Yes;  it  is  a society 
which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Gloucester- 
street  carpenters. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7723.  Does  that  society  include  all  the  car- 
penters of  Dublin  ? — No,  there  are  several  others; 
that  is  one  branch. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7724.  Will  you  proceed  with  the  list  that  you 
were  giving  us  ? — The  typographical  printers ; the 
cork  cutters;  the  painters;  the  saddlers;  the 
j ourneyman  butchers ; the  bookbinders ; the  car- 
penters of  Aungier-street ; the  operative  horse 
shoers;  the  goldsmiths;  the  brush  makers;  the 
cabinet  makers ; and  the  cabinet  makers  local 
(I  believe  that  there  are  three  societies  of  them); 
the  stone  cutters  ; the  ironfounders ; the  bottle 
makers  ; the  mineral  water  operatives ; the  ship- 
wrights; the  paviours;  the  engineers.  No.  1 ; 
the  coopers ; the  plumbers  ; the  basket  makers ; 
the  brassfounders ; the  hairdressers’  assistants  ; 
the  engineers  No.  2 ; the  Bridge-street  bakers ; 
the  upholsterers  ; the  slaters;  the  coach  makers, 
amalgamated;  the  smiths;  the  car  owners;  the 
bricklayers;  and  the  stone  carvers.  I have  taken 
those  names  from  a list  which  was  appended  to 
the  report  of  the  Ripon  and  Morley’s  Memorial 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 
Committee,  published  in  the  “Freeman’s  Jour- 
nal,” and  also  from  our  books. 

7725.  Why  did  you  not  take  them  all  from  the 
books? — Simply  because  I did  not  think  the 
question  would  be  asked  me  until  last  evening. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7726.  I have  the  memorial  in  my  possession  ; 
could  you  not  have  taken  them  from  that  and  not 
from  your  books? — Not  from  my  books,  certainly. 

Chairman. 

’7721.  This  is  the  list  taken  correctly  from  your 
books  ? — Of  as  many  delegates  as  I could  find. 

7728.  The  list  that  you  give  us  now  corre- 
sponds with  your  books,  to  the  best  of  your  belief? 
— I believe  so. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7729.  If  anything,  there  would  be  some  trades 
omitted  ? — Yes,  if  anything. 

7730.  But  those  are  the  principal  trades  in 
Dublin,  are  they  not? — Yes;  those  are  the  prin- 
cipal trades  in  Dublin,  so  far  as  my  memory  can 
recollect  them. 

7731.  Have  you  included  all  the  different 
ti-ades  in  your  association  ? — No  ; the  plasterers 
are  not  affiliated,  nor  a division  of  the  brick- 
layers. Neither  of  those  are  affiliated. 

7732.  But  you  have  bricklayers  in  your  associa- 
tion, have  you  not? — Yes,  we  have  one  division 
of  bricklayers. 

7733.  Practically  the  principal  trades  are  in 
your  association? — Practically  that  is  so,  and 
the  trades  that  are  outside  my  association,  so  far 
as  my  memory  will  serve  me,  are  the  tailors,  the 
shoemakers,  the  Cuffe-street  bricklayers,  and  the 
plasterers’  society.  There  may  be  others,  but,  so 
far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  those  are  the  only 
trades  that  I know  of  outside. 

7734.  Then  you  would  say  there  are  four 
trades  outside,  and  36  inside? — Yes  ; 36  or  38  I 
believe  to  be  the  number. 

7735.  With  regard  to  the  trades  outside  your 
body,  would  not  the  representatives  of  those 
trades  within  your  body  represent  their  views 

upon 
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11  June  1888.]  Mr.  Nannetti.  [ Continued. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
upon  social  matters  ? — I believe  I can  speak  for 
at  least  two  of  the  trades,  because  at  the  meet- 
ings held  in  the  Rotunda,  the  secretaries  of  the 
two  trades,  the  tailors  and  the  shoemakers,  had 
permission  and  were  sent  as  a deputation  to  the 
Rotunda  to  protest  against  this  measure.  I have 
this  only  on  hearsay ; it  is  from  the  secretary  who 
has  given  me  this  information,  and  I give  it  to 
you  for  all  it  is  worth.  It  did  not  come  under 
my  own  notice,  I had  nothing  to  do  with  that 
meeting. 

7736.  Being  of  the  same  class  they  arelikely 
to  hold  the  same  views  upon  matters  of  this  kind? 
— I firmly  believe  so. 

7737.  Then  your  trade  council  would  repre- 
sent the  views  of  the  trades  upon  social  matters 
generally? — Undoubtedly;  in  fact,  I never  knew 
myself  the  trades  to  take  such  an  interest  in  any 
matter  as  on  this  particular  question. 

7738.  What  are  the  objects  of  the  trade  asso- 
ciations ? — To  look  after  the  interest  of  the 
working  men ; to  assist  by  every  means  in 
settling  disputes  between  employers  and  em- 
ployed ; and  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  benefit  the 
condition  of  the  working  classes  ; and  to  elevate 
ourselves  as  much  as  possible  in  a social  way. 

7739.  Do  you,  as  a body,  express  an  opinion 
upon  matters  political  and  social? — Yes;  it  is 
one  of  the  special  rules  that  in  any  matter 
bearing  upou  the  social  condition  of  working 
men,  we  are  to  take  it  up  and  do  all  in  our 
power  to  give  our  voice  on  all  these  matters  as 
affecting  the  working  classes.  It  is  one  of  our 
printed  rules  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  elevate 
the  working  classes.  I may  give  an  instance. 
On  the  question  of  Home  Rule,  our  council,  be- 
lieving that  Home  Rule  would  be  for  the  advan- 
tage of  our  country,  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  passed  resolutions  endorsing  the  pro- 
gramme of  Mr.  Parnell.  I think  that  in  itself 
would  show  that  we  can  take  up  matters  outside 
trade  matters. 

7740.  Then  you  are  elected  for  the  purpose  of 
representing  the  opinions  of  your  constituents  on 
social  matters  as  well  as  on  trade  matters? — 
Certainly. 

7741.  And  any  statement  that  may  be  made 
to  this  Committee  to  the  contrary  would  not  be  a 
correct  statement? — I beg  to  give  the  most  em- 
phatic contradiction  to  Messrs.  Wigliam  and  Har- 
rell with  regard  to  the  statement  that  we  do  not 
represent  the  feeling  of  the  working  classes  with 
reference  to  this  measure  before  the  House. 

7742.  You  have  taken,  have  you  not,  this 
question  of  Sunday  closing  and  Saturday  early 
closing  into  consideration? — Yes,  atone  of  our 
ordinary  meetings  held  at  our  rooms,  the  ques- 
tion was  moved  by  a delegate,  and  the  resolution 
was  put  into  my  hands  as  Chairman.  It  was  a 
motion  put  without  any  delegate  standing  up 
with  the  view  of  opposing  the  motion,  and  it 
was  carried  unanimously.  That  was  at  a meeting 
of  the  Council. 

7743.  How  many  trades  were  represented  at 
that  meeting  ? — The  regular  carpenters,  the 
typographical  printers,  the  stone  cutters,  the  cork 
cutters,  the  brass  founders,  the  amalgamated 
engineers,  the  amalgamated  bricklayers,  the  iron 
founders,  the  coach  makers,  the  mineral  water 
operatives,  the  local  cabinet  makers,  the  saddlers, 
the  brush  makers,  the  regular  paviours,  the 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
united  smiths,  the  hairdressers’  assistants,  the 
basket  makers,  the  regular  house  painters,  the 
regular  plumbers,  the  upholsterers,  and  myself  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7744.  YVas  there  one  delegate  to  each  associa- 
tion?— Some  of  the  trades  had  two  or  three 
delegates  present. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7745.  I see  there  is  only  one  on  the  list? — I 
have  only  written  the  names  down  here  of  the 
trades;  for  instance,  in  my  own  trade  there  were 
three  delegates  who  were  present. 

Chairman. 

7746.  Are  the  delegates  elected  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  trade  at  large  ? — They  are  elected  by 
their  constituents  in  the  trade. 

7747.  And  for  what  period? — Speaking  of  my 
own  case,  I am  elected  for  12  months. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7748.  Then  the  meeting  passed  that  resolution 
unanimously  ? — Yes. 

7749.  And  since  that  resolution  was  passed 
unanimously  by  the  representatives  of  the  trade, 
has  anything  occurred  that  would  lead  you  to 
believe  that  they  did  not  represent  faithfully  the 
views  of  their  constituents? — No,  certainly  not; 
quite  the  opposite  in  my  own  particular  case. 
As  my  year  of  office  was  up  on  the  30th  May,  I 
had  to  appeal  to  my  trade  society  for  re-election, 
and  I have  been  elected  by  a larger  majority 
than  I had  on  the  previous  occasion  along  with  the 
two  gentlemen  who  voted  with  me  on  the  Sunday 
Closing  Question.  Three  delegates  have  been 
sent  to  represent  the  trade. 

7750.  Was  fault  taken  with  your  action  .on 
that  occasion  ? — I have  never  heard  a word  of 
fault  being  found. 

7751.  And  no  objection  was  taken  to  any  of 
your  votes  ? — No  objection  whatever  that  I am 
aware  of. 

7752.  Why  did  the  council  pass  that  resolu- 
tion?— Believing  that  the  social  and  moral  effects 
of  closing  on  Sunday  would  be  an  injury  to 
working  men,  and  a hardship  on  the  working  men 
of  the  city. 

7753.  And  t.hev  are  the  people  who  use  the 
public-houses  ? — Yes,  they  are  the  most  inte- 
rested in  them  ; it  is  the  only  place  where  the 
working  classes  are  able  to  get  reasonable  and 
rational  refreshment ; in  fact,  I might  say  it  is  a 
kind  of  club  to  the  working  man ; it  is  the  only 
place  where  he  can  go  in  and  out  and  have  a 
little  rational  refreshment,  and  also  when  he 
meets  a friend  can  have  a glass  of  beer  and 
social  entertainment. 

7754.  And  the  working  men  would  consider  it 
a hardship  if  they  were  deprived  of  the  means 
of  having  this  social  enjoyment? — Yes,  un- 
doubtedly. An  Irishman  is  rather  geninl  than 
otherwise,  and  if  he  meets  a friend  he  takes  him 
to  have  a glass  of  drink,  and  a little  talk,  and, 
unfortunately  I am  sorry  to  say  that  very  often 
the  homes  of  the  working  classes  are  not  places 
where  they  can  biing  people  to. 

7755.  Do  the  tradesmen  make  a proper  use  of 
the  public-houses  in  this  respect? — I believe  the 

Q Q 4 majority 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
majority  of  them  do,  but  I am  sorry  to  say  that 
there  are  a small  percentage  who  abuse  them, 
which  is  what  we  find  to  be  a grievance,  that  the 
majority  of  the  working  classes  are  to  be  punished 
because  a few  will  abuse  the  public-house. 

7756.  A.nd  that  is  what  you  consider  to  be  a 
hardship  ? — Certainly. 

7757.  Do  you  think  that  the  majority  of  the 
men  who  make  a proper  use  of  the  public-houses 
should  not  be  punished  for  the  sake  of  those  who 
make  an  improper  use  of  them  ? — Certainly 
not. 

Chairman. 

7758.  Have  you  got  the  resolution  which  was 
passed  at  the  Trades  Council? — Yes. 

7759.  Will  you  read  it  to  the  Committee?— 
“ That  we,  the  members  of  the  Trades  Council 
regard  the  Bill  now  before  Parliament  for  the 
total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  as  a 
further  attempt  to  abridge  our  liberties,  and 
which,  if  it  becomes  law,  will  tend  to  demoralise 
our  people,  by  the  promotion  of  shebeening  which 
at  present  does  not  exist  to  any  extent,  owing  to 
the  facilities  afforded  for  legitimate  recreation  by 
the  regular  licensed  trade,  and  that  a copy  of 
this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  four  city 
Members,  and  also  to  the  Dublin  Corporation.” 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

I might  say,  that  I do  not  know  the  genlleman 
who  spoke  at  that  meeting. 

7771.  This  resolution  goes  on  to  say,  “ As  it 
would  in  our  opinion  he  calculated  to  lessen  the 
few  enjoyments  at  present  at  the  disposal  of  the 
toiling  masses  and  debar  them  from  that  relaxa- 
tion so  essential  to  those  whose,  occupations 
expose  them  to  the  vitiated  atmosphere  of  factories 
and  workshops  during  the  week”? — Yes,  and  I 
endorse  that  resolution. 

7772.  If  you  were  at  that  meeting  you  would 
have  supported  it? — 1 would. 

7773.  That  was  proposed  by  a man  of  the 
name  of  T.  J.  O’Reilly,  was  it  not? — Yes,  as  I 
see  from  the  report. 

7774.  He  said,  “ he  spoke  as  a working  man, 
■with  due  regard  to  their  position,  not  only  as 
working  men  but  as  citizens.  He  proposed  to 
enter  their  protest  against  the  action  of  those 
extremely  Sabbatarian  psalm-singing  men  as  a 
man  who  had  as  much  interest  in  their  welfare 
as  the  inhabitants  of  Timbuctoo.”  Does  that 
expression  of  opinion  voice  the  views  of  working 
men  generally  in  Dublin  ? — I believe  that  the 
working  men  of  the  city  look  upon  this  matter 
altogether  as  intended  to  further  Sabbatarian 
views,  and  that  it  is  not  intended  to  benefit,  the 
working  men  at  all.  I believe  that  to  be  their 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7760.  Had  the  trades  any  other  meeting  but 
that  meeting?— Yes;  I believe  a meeting  was 
held  in  the  Rotunda  on  the  16th  of  March. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7761.  Were  you  present,  at  that  meeting? — I 
was  not. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7762.  Why  were  you  not  present  at  that  meet- 
ing?— My  business  in  the  first  place  kept  me 
from  it. 

77C3.  You  work  day  and  night,  do  you  not?— 
Yes ; night  and  day,  I was  engaged  on  that 
particular  occasion. 

7764.  Working  men  spoke  there,  did  they 
not  ? — Yes. 

7765.  Mr.  Edmund  Hogan  I find  made  a 
speech  there  ; do  you  know  him  ? — I do  not  know 
the  gentleman. 

7766.  How  do  the  trades  regard  the  proposed 
legislation ; do  they  look  upon  it  as  a sort  of 
coercion  ? — They  look  upon  it  as  an  interference 
with  their  just  rights  and  privileges. 

7767.  Would  they  regard  it  as  an  act  of 
coercion? — Certainly  they  would.  I do  not  like 
usino-  the  word  coercion  in  that  sense,  but  I 
believe  they  look  upon  it  as  an  interference  with 
their  just  privileges. 

7768.  Have  you  read  the  resolution  passed  at 
that  meeting  ? — I have. 

7769.  And  you  know  that  they  used  the  word 
“coercion”  in  that? — Yes,  they  did;  but  I did 
not  use  it. 

7770.  Was  this  resolution,  “ That  we  also  pro- 
test against  the  efforts  of  the  promoters  of  this 
coercive  measure  in  endeavouring  to  still  further 
curtail  the  accommodation  provided  for  travellers 
by  extending  the  limits  at,  present  prescribed  to 
seven  miles  outside  of  the  city”?— -Yes,  I take 
the  word  “ coercion”  in  the  sense  of  interference. 


opinion. 

7775.  And  that  it  is  in  their  view  a coercive 
measure?— Yes;  they  regard  it  as  a coercive 


measure. 

7776.  The  first  resolution  that  was  passed  by 
the  meeting  was : “ That  we,  the  citizens  of 
Dublin,  in  mass  meeting  assembled,  enter  our 
emphatic  protest  against  the  drastic  measure  now 
before  Parliament,  having  for  its  object  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  the  five 
exempted  cities,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  it  such 
an  Act  be  placed  upon  the  Statute  Book  it  will 
have  the  effect  of  demoralising  our  people  and  m 
increasing  intemperance  and  crime”?  les;  1 
believe  that  thoroughly. 

7777.  Do  you  endorse  that  resolution. — 1 


7778.  And  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  trades- 
nen  of  Dublin  ?— That  is  their  opinion.  I might 
ay  that  it  has  been  said  (I  have  read  it  m the 
ividence)  that  on  this  occasion  they  were  not 
■epresentative  working  men  who  moved  the 
■esolution. 


7779.  Who  said  that?— I have  read  it  in  some 
of  the  evidence  that  they  were  not  representative 
working  men. 

Chairman. 

7780.  Mr.  Harrell’s  evidence  was  that  the 
meeting  could  hardly  be  called  representative  ?- 
I read  it  that  the  speakers  were  not  representa- 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

I think  Mr.  Harrell  said  that  the  meet- 
is  not  a representative  meeting  of  the 
but  you  emphatically  contradict  that. 

[ emphatically  contradict  it,  and  I state 
le  speakers  were  representative  wor,c“° 
ind  no  men  more  so.  It  was  a public 
g summoned  of  the  working  men  ot  tn 
Dublin.  77g2i  you 
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Chairman. 

7782.  You  wish  to  make  two  statements  ; one 
in  answer  to  the  statement  that  was  made  that  it 
was  not  representative  of  the  trades,  and  you  say 
that  it  was ; and  the  other  in  answer  to  a state- 
ment that  was  made  that  the  speakers  were  not 
representative  working  men? — I could  not  say 
whether  it  would  be,  representative.  . It  was 
summoned  as  a meeting  of  working  men  of  the 
city  ; but  I was  not  present  at  the  meeting,  and 
therefore  I cannot  say,  excepting  only  from  what 
I read  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7783.  The  trades  of  Dublin,  you  say,  are  prac- 
tically unanimous  upon  this  point  ? — They  are. 

7784.  And  also  upon  the  point  of  Saturday 
early  closing  ? — Yes. 

7785.  They  are  opposed  to  that  also? — Yes, 
they  are. 

Chairman. 

7786.  Was  the  question  of  Saturday  early 
closing  debated  at  all  at  this  meeting  of  which 
that  is  a report  ?— Yes,  at  the  Trades  Council 
the  matter  was  brought  before  the  meeting.  I 
think  the  word  “ Saturday  ” closing  is  at  the 
end  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7787.  Will  you  tell , me  where  ? — I see  the 
word  is  not  there. 

Chairman. 

7788.  As  a matter  of  fact  is  that  a correct 
report  of  what  occurred? — I do  not  know.  I 
could  not  say  that  it  was  a verbatim  report,  be- 
cause it  is  not  mine. 

' Mr.  Jacoby. 

7789.  To  the  best  of  your  recollection,  at  the 
Trades  Council  was  this  question  of  early 
Saturday  closing  discussed  ? — I could  not  say,  to 
speak  accurately. 

Mr.  Peter  Me Donald. 

7790.  But  it  is  the  fact  that  the  question  was 
not  before  the  country  at  that  time  as  it  now  is  ? 
— I cannot  bring  it  to  my  mind,  but  I can  say  in 
this  sense  that  on  the  Saturday  early  closing 
question  I have  a distinct  recollection  of  its 
being  debated,  whether  at  that  meeting  or  not  I 
cannot  exactly  say,  but  I think  that  the  feelings 
of  the  delegates  is  this, — that  it  would  be  no 
benefit  to  the  working  men  to  cut  off  the  hour  at 
ten  o’clock,  because  the  men  have  the  money  in 
their  pockets  all  day,  and  they  could  not,  even 
with  the  intention  of  saving  the  money  and 
spending  it  at  home,  go  all  day  without  spending 
any.  I know  that  that  did  take  place,  but  I 
cannot  say  at  what  meeting. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7791.  At  all  events,  the  Trades  Council  gave 
no  authoritative  expression  of  opinion  upon  the 
Saturday  as  they  gave  upon  the  Sunday  closing 
question  at  that  meeting  ? — Of  course  that  was 
the  resolution  that  was  put  to  them. 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

, 7792.  Do  you  remember  whether  at  that  time 

the  Bill  which  has  recently  been  referred  to  this 
Committee  was,  or  was  not  before  the  country  ? 
— I cannot  say. 

7793.  Do  you  remember  that  there  was  no  issue 
of  that  sort  at  the  time  ? — The  only  issue  was 
that  resolution  which  was  moved  at  the  meeting 
with  regard  to  Sunday  closing. 

7794.  Did  you  meet  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
it  into  consideration  before  it  was  referred  to  this 
Committee? — No,  we  met  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering matters  in  connection  with  the  trades  of 
the  city,  and  after  our  business  was  done  a dele- 
gate got  up  and  moved  the  resolution  that  you 
have  before  you. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7795.  Then  it  was  not  a special  meeting  con- 
vened for  the  purpose? — No,  I believe  that  if  a 
meeting  had  been  summoned  for  the  purpose  we 
should  have  had  a much  larger  meeting  in  favour 
of  it. 

Chairman. 

7796.  Could  you  tell  us  for  our  information 
what  proportion  of  the  entire  strength  of  the 
council  were  present  when  a delegate  got  up  and 
introduced  the  subject? — A larger  meeting  than 
general  took  place.  About  25,  I should  think, 
or  26  is  the  number  of  delegates. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

7797.  Had  it  been  specially  summoned,  it  is 
your  belief  that  there  would  have  been  delegates 
from  all  the  trades?— Undoubtedly,  I believe 
that. 

7798.  The  question  of  Saturday  closing  was 
not  before  the  country  at  all? — That  is  so. 

7799.  Therefore  you,  as  a trades  council,  took 
no  cognisance  of  it  ? — Certainly  ; I did  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7800.  The  question  of  Saturday  closing  was 
not  mentioned? — No,  not  to  the  best  of  my 
belief.  What  I said  was  that  at  a subsequent 
meeting  the  Saturday  question  had  been  dis- 
cussed, but  I cannot  say  at  what  meeting  it  was 
discussed. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7801.  The  fact  is  that  it  has  been  discussed 
amongst  the  tradesmen  ? — Yes. 

7802.  But  you  cannot  exactly  say  at  which 
meeting  ? — No. 

7803.  If  not  expressed  in  a resolution,  what 
was  the  general  opinion  of  those  who  mentioned 
the  matter  which  resulted  in  a resolution? — The 
consensus  of  opinion  which  I should  take  was 
to  this  effect,  that  wages  are  paid  on  a Saturday 
in  the  forenoon,  and  also  on  Friday  nights,  and 
the  men  have  the  money  in  their  pockets  all  day 
Saturday,  and  if  a man  wanted  to  go  home  with 
his  money  he  would  do  it  during  the  day,  and 
have  it  to  spend  on  what  he  wanted,  and  the 
closino;  an  hour  earlier  on  Saturday  would  be  no 
benefit  to  the  working  men. 

7804.  Are  the  working  classes  equally  opposed 
to  early  Saturday  closing  as  they  are  to  total 
Sunday  closing? — Yes;  and  the  inconvenience 
that  it  would  cause  to  working  people  in  buying 
in  the  market  would  not  weigh  in  their  belief  for 
the  hour  that  would  be  taken  from  them. 

R r 7805.  Did 
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[ Continued. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor  - continued. 

7805.  Did  you  submit  your  views  to  the 
council  of  the  trades  before  you  came  here? — 
Immediately  I received  the  summons  I waited 
on  the  executive  of  the  trades  council  and  read 
to  them  the  evidence  I purposed  giving  here, 
and  it  was  endorsed  unanimously. 

7806.  W as  there  a good  representation  at  the 
council  on  that  occasion  ? — There  was,  of  the 
executive  of  the  council. 

Mr.  Jacobi/. 

7807.  Who  are  the  executive  of  the  council? 
— The  executive  of  the  council  are  the  secretary, 
the  president,  and  the  financial  secretary  and 
nine  other  delegates. 

Chairman. 

7808.  And  they  are  elected  by  the  council, 
are  thev  not? — Yes,  they  are  elected  by  the 
council. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7809.  How  many  were  present  at  that  time  ? 
— At  least  nine,  I think. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7810.  Therefore  you  speak  for  the  council? — 
I had  a resolution  sent  on  to  me  this  morning, 
passed  at  a public  meeting  yesterday,  empower- 
ing me  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  trades  council 
( delivering  in  the  same). 

7811.  Was  it  a meeting  of  the  council,or  the 
executive  of  the  council  ? — It  was  a meeting  of 
the  council. 

7812.  I think  I had  better  read  this  letter : 
“ Dear  Nannetti, — I am  directed  to  enclose  you 
the  accompanying  resolution  adopted  unani- 
mously at  to-day’s  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Trades 
Council.  I may  say  the  meeting  was  most 
enthusiastic  over  it.  I am  in  an  especial  manner 
to  say  that  the  delegates  feel  much  incensed  at 
the  reported  remarks  of  Messrs.  Harrell  and 
Wigham,  who  in  their  evidence  cast  doubt  on  the 
representative  capacity  of  the  Trades  Council, 
this  evidence  coming  especially  from  two  gentle- 
men utterly  incapable  of  forming  any  opinion  of 
the  aspirations  of  Dublin  tradesmen.  Men  in 
touch  with  Dublin  artizans  like  yourself  know 
that  the  Trades  Council  is  composed  only  of 
the  elected  representatives  of  the  various  Dublin 
Trade  and  Labour  Organisations.  I remain, 
faithfully  yours,  John  Simmons,  Secretary. 
Trades  Council.”  I suppose  the  resolution  is  to 
the  same  effect?— This  is  the  resolution  ( deliver- 
ing in  the  same). 

^7813.  It  was  resolved,  “ That  our  Pesident 
having  been  summoned  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  and  Saturday  Early 
Closing  Bill,  this  Trades  Council  representing 
the  trade  and  labour  organisations  of  Dublin  is 
of  opinion  that  any  alteration  in  the  existing 
law  relating  to  bond  Jide  travellers  would  mate- 
rially affect  the  enjoyment  and  comfort  of  the 
working  classes,  because  by  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill  the  parties  mainly  interested  would  be 
precluded  from  obtaining  refreshments  at  the  end 
of  a reasonable  walk,  and  as  the  working  classes 
of  Dublin  generally  avail  themselves  of  Sunday 
(as  being  a day  of  cessation  from  labour)  to  give 
opportunity  to  their  families  to  enjoy  the  plea- 
sures of  the  seaside.  See.,  with  which  resorts 
Dublin  abounds,  we  would  earnestly  ask  our 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 
President  in  the  name  of  the  trades  and  labour 
organisations  of  the  City  to  strongly  urge  on  the 
Committee  of  the  House  the  importance  of  re- 
commending the  retention  of  the  law  as  at  present 
existing,  and  we  further  say  that  Mr.  Nannetti 
as  witness  has  the  fullest  authority  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  Trades  Council.”  Was  that  the 
resolution  ?— Yes,  that  is  my  authority  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

7814.  That  has  special  reference  to  the  bond 
Jide  traveller? — Yes,  and  is  supplementary  to 
what  I have  said. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7815.  The  meeting  had  passed  other  resolu- 
tions on  other  subjects  ? — Yes ; we  only  speak  as 
to  Dublin ; I do  not  know  about  other  parts  of 
the  country. 

Chairman. 

7816.  Have  they  given  you  any  definite  in- 
structions with  reference  to  Saturday  closing, 
because  you  observe  that  the  general  resolution 
only  deals  with  Sunday,  and  this  only  deals  with 
the  bona  Jide  traveller  ? — I read  the  evidence  that 
I proposed  giving  before  this  Committee  with 
regard  to  the  Sunday  and  Saturday  Closing  Bill 
on  Saturday  night  to  my  executive,  and  they  in- 
dorsed my  action  in  the  matter. 

7817.  Was  it  after  you  read  it  that  they  passed 
that  resolution  ? — Yes. 

7818.  That  resolution  was  with  regard  to 
Saturday  early  closing,  was  it? — I had  nothing 
in  my  evidence  with  regard  to  the  bond  Jide 
traveller  question  on  Sundays,  and  this  u'as  the 
resolution  that  was  passed  to  strengthen  my 
hands. 

7819.  But  in  the  evidence  you  read  before 
them  had  you  dealt  with  Saturday  closing? — 
Yes. 

7820.  Upon  that  you  say  they  endorsed  your 
evidence?— Yes,  in  consequence  of  my  not  re- 
ferring to  the  bond  Jide  travellers’  clause. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7821.  And  you  retain  your  views  which  you 
held  then  in  opposition  to  Saturday  early  closing  ? 
— Certainly. 

7822.  And  that  it  would  not  produce  any  of 
the  beneficial  results  contemplated  by  the  pro- 
moters of  the  measure  ? — I believe  quite  the  con- 
trary. If  you  close  the  houses  men  who  want  to 
get  drink  will  go  to  the  shebeen  houses  and  go 
into  what  are  called  beerhouses,  where  beer  is 
sold  on  the  quiet,  and  that  would  be  productive 
of  immorality. 

7823.  You  believe  that  drink  could  be  had 
illicitly  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  earlier 
on  Saturday  and  totally  on  Sunday?— Yes,  I 
know  it  to  be  the  fact,  for  my  occupation  brings 
me  late  at  night  home  through  the  streets, 
and  many  times  I have  been  stopped  in  the 
streets  of"  Dublin  to  know  if  I required  a bottle 
of  porter. 

Chairman. 

7824.  By  touts? — Yes,  by  touts.  At  night, 
on  going  home  through  the  streets  (I  live  in 
Middle  Gardiner-street),  and  in  going  through 
Britain-street  I have  been  stopped  repeatedly 
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Chairman — continued . 

by  a woman  with  a white  apron  before  her 
and  told  that  if  I wanted  a bottle  of  porter  I 
could  get  it. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7825.  Is  this  system  pretty  general ; do  women 
generally  stop  you  in  the  street  going  home  ? — I 
believe  it  to  be  general.  I believe  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  it  going  on. 

7826.  In  fact  the  working  men  can  get  drink 
after  hours  or  before  hours  if  they  Avant  it  ? — I 
believe  that  a man  who  wants  drink  will  get  it. 

7827.  Do  you  believe  that  a further  curtail- 
ment of  the  hours  or  the  extension  of  the  Act  to 
the  exempted  towns  on  Sundays  Avould  only 
increase  the  illicit  consumption  of  liquor? — I 
believe  if  you  shorten  the  hours  or  interfere  Avith 
them  in  any  way  the  men  Avill  go  to  those  beer- 
houses, which,  in  fact,  are  merely  brothels,  Avhich 
Avill  be  open  on  Sunday,  and  they  can  get  drink 
there  which  will  lead  to  immorality  as  Avell  as 
drunkenness  and  to  other  great  evils  of  all  kinds. 

Chairman. 

7828.  Do  you  think  that  illicit  traffic  Avould 
be  carried  on  in  unlicensed  houses  or  by  a low 
class  of  publicans  ? — I do  not  knoAv  that  they  are 
publicans  at  all ; it  is  more  with  reference  to 
room-keepers  and  shebeen-keepers. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

7829.  Is  it  because  of  these  anticipated  evils 
that  men  you  represent  are  so  strong  in  passing 
these  resolutions  '? — Yes  ; we  fear  that  if  the  Act 
Avere  to  be  passed  the  men  whom  Ave  wish  to 
reclaim  Avould  get  drink  in  those  houses  and  they 
Avould  become  a greater  pest  to  society  ; it  is  on 
that  point  that  1 am  so  anxious  myself  because 
1 am  anxious  to  see  my  people  sober  and  respect- 
able. 

7830.  You  are  a sober  man,  are  you  not? — I 
hope  so. 

7831.  Are  there  any  other  evils  that  you  anti- 
cipate from  this  Act?— Yes,  I believe  if  the  Act 
passes  you  Avill  have  bogus  clubs  springing  up ; 
I know  that,  some  have  sprung  up  since  this 
question  has  been  discussed,  and  in  anticipation 
of  this  measure  I believe  that  men  will  associate 
together  and  go  into  those  clubs  and  Avill  carry 
them  on  and  there  will  be  no  getting  them  out  of 
them;  they  Avill  remain  there  until  they  are  quite 
drunk  and  incapable. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7832.  Do  you  knoAv  of  those  clubs  ?— I know 
that  clubs  do  exist. 

7833.  Are  you  prepared  to  give  the  addresses 
of  them? — No,  I will  not  give  the  addresses.  I 
can  give  the  locality  directly  to  my  own  know- 
ledge. 

Chairman. 

7834.  Have  they  sprung  up  since  this  question 
Avas  agitated? — Yes,  these  bogus  clubs  Avhere 
drink  can  be  got,  have. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7385.  Were  you  aware  of  many  people  Avho 
make  a proper  use  of  public-houses  generally  ?— 
Speaking  of  Avorkmen,  I believe  that  for  their 
dinner-beer  they  use  a public-house  in  the  sense 
of  going  for  a quart  of  porter  and  bringing  it  in 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
as  a suitable  beverage  for  their  dinner.  Then  if 
they  meet  a friend  in  the  afternoon  and  theyAA'ish 
to  go  out  and  have  a smoke  and  a chat  they  Avill 
go  into  a respectable  public-house  in  Avhich  they 
can  sit  down  quietly  and  have  a talk ; it  is  used, 

I believe,  by  Avorkmen  for  that  purpose  legiti- 
mately. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7836.  And  they  always  drink,  of  course? — 
Yes,  they  ahvays  drink ; that  is  a part  of  the 
enjoyment. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7837.  But  you  Avould  not  consider  that  drink- 
ing any  harm? — Quite  the  contrary;  I would  not 
like  to  be  deprived  of  it.. 

7838.  It  is  an  enjoyment,  is  it  not? — Certainly, 

7839.  And.  the  people  of  Dublin  Avould  con- 
sider it. a great  hardship  to  be  deprived  of  that 
enjoyment? — I think  so;  Ave  are  deprived  of 
enough  as  it  is. 

7840.  They  Avould  consider  it  a hardship,  and 
they  would  consider  it  an  act  of  coercion? — Yes, 
they  Avould  in  my  use  of  the  word  ; it  is  only  a 
matter  of  degree  as  between  the  meaning  of  the 
Avords.  It  is  an  interference  Avith  their  just 
rights. 

7841.  What  is  the  view  of  the  working  classes 
with  regal’d  to  home  drinking? — I believe  if  you 
introduced  the  question  of  home  drinking  that 
men  will  bring  home  drink  over  night,  and  when 
the  drink  is  there  it  is  rather  a temptation  to 
them  and  the  men  Avill  take  to  drinking  it.  It 
has  come  under  my  own  observation  that  bottles 
are  lying  on  the  table  Avhen  men  are  found  drink- 
ing at  home,  and  you  will  find  a child  coming 
and  taking  the  bottle  and  putting  it  to  its  head 
very  often;  I have  seen  that  and  I Avould  not  wish 
to  see  that  practice  come  into  our  homes. 

Chairman. 

7842.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  excessive 
home-drinking  in  Dublin  ? — I do  not  know ; I 
could  not  speak  to  that. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7843.  The  fact  is  that  it  exists  to  some  small 
extent  at  present  ? — I have,  read  Dr.  Tynan’s 
evidence,  and  I thoroughly  believe  that  he  must 
have  good  ground  Avhen  he  gave  the  evidence 
that  he  gave  here. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7844.  But  it  has  not  come  under  your  notice 
from  personal  experience  ? — On  the  contrary  I 
have  seen  some  of  it. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

7845.  You  said  you  had  seen  it  to  some  ex- 
tent?— Yes,  I have  seen  home-drinking  to  some 
extent. 

7846.  Is  it  likely  to  increase  if  you  curtail  the 
hours  on  Saturday  night? — I should  sayitAvould 
be;  men  would  bring  home  bottles  of  porter  over- 
night. 

7847.  And  the  result  Avould  be  that  home- 
drinking would  go  on  till  late  on  Saturday  night 
and,  very  likely,  on  Sunday  also? — Yes;  I be- 
lieve it  Avould.  A man  would  invite  his  friends, 
and  card-playing  Avould  possibly  take  place,  and 
there  would  be  plenty  of  stuff  brought  in  to 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
supply  the  requirements  of  the  people  which 
would  come  in  from  unlicensed  houses,  and  from 
low  drinking-shops. 

Chairman. 

7848.  Do  you  not  think  that  porter  is  usually 
taken  by  the  working  men  ? — It  is  the  national 
beverage,  I believe. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7849.  If  they  took  drink  to  their  houses,  it 
would  be  likely  to  be  whisky,  would  it  not  ? — 
Yes,  which  I would  not  wish  to  see. 

7850.  What  is  the  view  of  the  families  of  the 
working  men  with  regard  to  the  clubs? — I be- 
lieve from  what  I know  of  the  wives  of  the  work- 
men in  the  City  of  Dublin,  that  if  the  men  will 
drink,  they  much  prefer  that  they  would  drink 
in  a respectable  house.  I believe  that,  this  club 
drinking  would  lead  to  domestic  upsets  and 
quarrels  between  the  wives  and  the  families, 
because  many  men,  from  the  number  of  tempta- 
tions in  those  houses,  will  stay  there  over  the 
night,  and  perhaps  break  up  the  domestic  circle. 
I believe  that  would  be  the  result. 

7851.  Are  the  workmen  influenced  in  the  con- 
sideration of  this  question  by  any  statements 
that  they  may  have  seen  regarding  other  large 
cities  where  the  Act  is  in  operation  ? — Yes. 
'When  the  resolution  was  passed  at  the  Trades 
Council,  one  man  notably,  who  was  a teetotaller, 
and'  who  supported  this  measure  when  it  was  last 
before  the  House,  gave  it  his  most  strenuous 
opposition  on  the  present  occasion  from  what  he 
had  seen  in  other  cities.  He  mentioned  what  he 
had  seen  in  Glasgow,  and  he  said  he  would  not 
wish  to  see  the  drinking  habits  across  the  border 
brought  over  to  Ireland ; and  it  was  as  a teetotaller 
he  spoke  at  the  meeting. 

Chairman. 

7852.  Have  you  ever  examined  imo  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  in  the  lax-ge  cities  in  Ix-eland  ? — 
Yes;  one  of  the  delegates  was  speaking  about 
Mr.  Russell’s  constituency,  and  this  is  the  way 
he  spoke  ; I think  he  mentioned  Caledon,  and 
he  said  that  while  he  was  down  there  he  found  it 
easier  to  get  drink  in  that  town  than  when  he 
came  into  the  exempted  City  of  Belfast,  because 
he  could  not  get  it  at  all  before  the  hour  in  Bel- 
fast. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7853.  You  would  not  call  Caledon  a lax-ge  city, 
seeing  that  it  had  only  600  inhabitants  ? — I do 
not  know  your  notion  of  it  ; that  was  his  state- 
ment. 

Chairman. 

7854.  That  hardly  answers  my  question  ; you 
say  that  the  delegates  in  deprecating  the  Sunday 
closing  in  Dublin  were  largely  influenced  by  the 
experience  of  Sunday  closing  in  lai-ge  cities,  and 
you  mentioned  Glasgow  as  a case,  and  I should 
be  glad  to  know  whether  your  delegate  had  ever 
inquired  into  the  working  of  the  existing  Act  in 
those  fairly  large  cities  in  Ii-eland  where  at  pre- 
sent it  is  in  force  ; take,  for  example,  London- 
derry, which  is  as  large  as  Waterford  ; did  they 
make  inquiry  there? — No,  they  did  not;  but 
when  that  resqlution  was  before  us,  when  we 
were  speaking  about  the  exempted  places,  one  of 


Chairman — continued. 

the  delegates  stated  that  it  was  easier  to  get 
drink  even  in  those  places  than  it  was  before. 
In  fact,  several  of  them  spoke  of  it;  one  gentle- 
man in  particular,  who  spoke  about  Mr.  Russell’s 
plan,  was  a gasfitter,  and  another  gentleman,  who 
was  a carpenter,  spoke  with  regard  to  Carlow 
and  the  towns  around  there,  and  stated  that 
where  before  the  Act  was  passed  there  was  no 
drunkenness  at  all,  now  drink  can  be  got,  and 
men  would  be  seen  on  Sundays  drunk  ; and  it 
was  upon  these  remarks  that  they  passed  the 
resolutions  unanimously.  We  do  not  want  to 
have  the  same  system  carried  on  in  Dublin  as  is 
carried  on  in  Glasgow  and  in  the  Scotch  towns. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7855.  Those  were  the  considerations  which 
weighed  with  your  constituents  when  they  passed 
that  resolution  ? — Yes. 

7856.  And  those  are  the  men  who  would  be 
affected  by  the  pi-oposed  legislation? — Yes,  cex-- 
tainly. 

7857.  Other  people  who  have  given  evidence 
here  are  pex-sons  who  would  not  be  affected  by 
the  proposed  legislation,  such  as  Mr.  Harrell  and 
Mr.  Wigham  ? — Certainly  not,  because  they  can 
go  to  a club  and  get  drink  if  they  want  it. 

7858.  And  it  is  club  drinking  and  home  drink- 
ing which,  in  your  opinion,  would  lead  to  family 
dissension  and  discomfoi-t  ? — I believe  it  would. 
If  you  inti-oduced  home  drinking,  it  would  be  an 
invitation  to  the  wives  and  the  children  of  our 
families  to  join  in  it;  and  from  being  sober  wives, 
as  we  wish  them  to  be,  they  would  possibly 
become  drunkax-ds,  and  we  object  to  that. 

7859.  Do  you  believe  that  any  police  regula- 
tions that  may  be  introduced  would  have  the 
effect  of  putting  down  bogus  clxxbs  and  suppx-es- 
sing  home  drinking? — I do  not  believe  they 
would.  They  do  not  put  it  down  at  present.  I 
know, that  it  is  going  on. 

Chairman. 

7860.  When  you  say  you  know  it  is  going  on, 
do  you  mean  that  bogus  clubs  are  going  on  ? — 
I take  it  that  the  police  would  have  no  inter- 
ference with  home  drinking,  and  consequently 
that  answers  the  question  upon  the  other  point. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7861.  When  you  say  that  thex-e  are  bogus 
clubs  to  your  knowledge,  do  the  police  know  of 
those  clubs  ? — They  ought  to  know  their  duty  ; 
I could  not  tell  you  ; "I  presume  they  do,  but 
I keep  as  far  distant  from  the  police  as  I can. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7862.  W ould  the  eax-ly  closing  of  public-houses 
on  a Saturday  be  an  inconvenience  to  the  work- 
ing classes  of  Dublin? — It  would.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  mai-keting  done  on  a Satux-day 
night,  for  instance,  in  getting  tea  and  sugax-,  x-ice, 
and  necessary  domestic  things,  and  it  is  in  those 
licensed  houses  that  they  can  be  got,  and  they 
can  be  got  cheaper  in  many  cases ; and  if  you 
closed  them,  you  would  intex-fere  with  those 
people  who  cannot  get  those  things  in  the  day- 
time. 

7863.  Why  cannot  they  pux-chase  those  things 
in  the  day-time  ? — There  may  be  many  x-easons 
why  they  do  not.  In  the  first  place  many  of  the 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
working  men  may  be  working  in  the  country, 
and  the  money  may  be  with  them  ; and  perhaps 
it  is  not  often  that  the  wife  has  the  time  during 
the  day.  She  is  looking  after  the  children,  and 
getting  them  ready  for  Sunday,  and  washing  and 
doing  all  sorts  of  things  ; and  perhaps  the  mar- 
keting is  left  until  the  last  moment  for  many  of 
those  reasons. 

7864.  You  think  that  it  would  inconvenience 
a large  number  of  the  people? — I believe  it  would. 
I also  believe  that  if  you  close  the  houses  on 
Sunday  whilst  men  like  the  drink,  the  result 
would  be  this,  that  you  would  compel  them  to 
pay  an  increased  tax  for  their  liquor,  for  the 
beverage  that  they  would  have  over  their  dinner. 
What  men  in  Dublin  principally  want  is  porter, 
and  they  will  get  it  at  so  much  per  quart,  or  half 
a gallon  if  there  is  a large  family.  He  can  get 
a quart  of  porter  and  lie  can  pay  4 d.  for  it ; but 
if  you  resort  to  closing  the  public-houses,  it  must 
be  brought  home  in  bottles  overnight,  and  they 
would  have  to  pay  extra  money  for  the  bottle, 
and  that  would  entail  a great  hardship  in  many 
cases  because  they  could  not  get  it  fresh.  The 
working  men  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  people 
who  use  the  public-houses,  like  a drink  of  fiesh 
porter.  They  do  not  want  it  lying  overnight; 
they  want  to  get  it  just  as  they  want  it. 

7865.  Then  the  sum  total  is,  that  the  people 
whom  you  represent  do  not  wish  to  have  the 
provisions  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  extended 
to  Dublin? — They  do  not;  quite  the  contrary. 

7866.  They  are  opposed  to  being  curtailed  of 
the  hours  on  Saturday,  because  it  would  be  in- 
convenient to  them  ? — Yes. 

7867.  The  majority  of  the  tradesmen  use  the 
public-houses  not  in  an  improper  manner,  do  they 
not?— rThe  majority  of  the  working  classes,  I sav, 
do  not.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  there  are  some 
who  do  what  we  protest  against,  the  stigma  being 
cast  upon  our  city  that  it  is  a drunken  city, 
simply  because  some  people  will  take  it  at  the 
present  moment  and  drink  to  excess,  which  the 
Trades  Council  whom  1 represent  condemn  as 
much  as  any  can  do. 

Chairman. 

7868.  I do  not  think  that  the  witness  stated 
so ; on  the  contrary,  one  witness,  certainly,  in 
answer  to  a question  of  mine,  said  that  Dublin 
compared  favourably  with  other  cities  ? — And  I 
believe  that  to  be  the  case. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7869.  You  have  the  character  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  at  heart?— Yes,  certainly. 

7870.  And  if  statements  were  made,  whether 
inside  this  Committee  or  outside  it,  that  the 
people  of  the  city  are  a drunken  people,  you  pro- 
test against  it  ? — Yes. 

7871.  And  such  would  be  an  incorrect  state- 
ment?—Yes. 

7872.  Has  there  been  any  statement  made  to 
that  effect  ? — I have  read  it  in  the  paper. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7873.  In  what  paper? — I read  it  in  the  “ Free- 
man’s Journal,”  in  the  report  of  a speech  at  a 
meeting,  delivered  by  Mr.  Russell. 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7874.  Did  you  read  also  that,  in  making  that 
speech,  I quoted  from  a speech  of  the  Registrar 
General  for  Ireland  ? — You  may  have  quoted 
what  you  like  ; I mix  with  the  men,  and  I know 
their  feelings. 

7875.  Are  you  aware  that  what  you  refer  to 
was  a quotation  from  the  Registrar  General  ? — 
I read  the  speech  that  you  made  that  we  were  a 
drunken  city,  and  I repudiate  it  on  behalf  of  the 
citizens  of  Dublin. 

7876.  The  statement  was  not  made  by  me,  but 
by  the  Registrar  General? — I know  that  it  was 
in  your  speech. 

Chairman. 

7877.  We  have  had  no  such  evidence  before 
us,  but  on  the  contrary  ? — I am  very  glad  to  hear 
it. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7878.  Then  do  you  endorse  the  evidence  of  the 
police  inspectors  and  other  people  from  Dublin 
before  this  Committee,  that  drunkenness  does  not 
prevail  to  an  alarming  extent  in  the  city  of 
Dubiin? — Ido. 

7879.  And  if  a statement  were  made  in  any 
way  to  the  contrary  it  would  not  be  a correct 
statement? — 1 contradict  it  emphatically ; Isay 
that  1 know  there  is  some  drunkenness,  much  to 
mv  regret. 

7880.  Hut  there  is  no  ground  for  such  a state- 
ment?— There  is  not.  I know  that  there  is  some 
drunkenness  in  the  city,  but  I believe  from  my 
own  experience  of  it  when  in  England,  for  I 
served  my  time  in  England,  that  there  is  less 
drunkenness  in  Dublin  than  there  is  in  towns  of 
equal  extent  in  England ; I served  my  time  in 
Liverpool,  and  I know  it  was  the  case  there. 

7881.  And  you  think  that  there  is  no  cause  for 
extending  legislation  at  present  so  far  as  places 
like  Dublin  are  concerned?— No;  on  the  contrary, 
I believe  that  we  have  been  too  hardly  dealt 
with  as  it  is. 

7882.  And  you  think  that  there  is  no  reason 
for  an  alteration  of  the  law  ?— Not  the  slightest. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

7883.  May  we  take  it  from  you  that  the  600 
men  belonging  to  the  Gloucester-street  Associa- 
tion are  a sample  of  the  working  men  in  Dublin  ? 
— I did  not  say  there  were  600  carpenters ; I 
said  there  were  600  belonging  to  the  typograph- 
ical printers  whom  I represent ; I do  not  represent 
the  Gloucester-street  carpenters  ; I represent  the 
Trades  Council  here,  and  I represent  the  printei's 
of  city  of  Dublin  on  the  Trades  Council. 

7884.  I understood  your  answer  to  apply  only 
to  printers? — No,  I speak  on  behalf  of  the  asso- 
ciated trades  of  the  city. 

7885.  And  of  the  associated  trades,  do  a certain 
number  of  them  meet  in  Gloucester-street? — The 
carpentei-s  meet  in  Gloucestei'-street,  but  the 
printers’  society  meet  in  Denmark-strect.  I am 
speaking  for  the  working  men  of  Dublin  as  a whole 
through  their  delegates. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7886.  You  are  speaking,  are  you  not,  for  the 
men  who  ax-e  members  of  the  trades  societies  in 
Dublin  ? — Yes. 

R R 3 7886*.  What 
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Mr.'  Theodore  Fry. 

7886*.  Wliat  proportion  do  they  bear  to  the 
whole  of  the  working  men  in  Dublin? — On  my 
Trades  Council  there  are  something  like  5,000 
men. 

7887.  How  many  working  men  would  there 
be  in  Dublin? — It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  _ 

7888.  The  population  of  the  city  is  249,000,  is 
it  not  ? — About  that  number,  I am  informed. 

Chairman. 

7889.  Could  you  give  us  an  estimate  of  how 
many  of  that  number  might  fairly  be  called 
working  men  ? — I could  not ; I should  say  there 
are  about  35,000. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

7890.  Then  you  represent  about  5,000  out  of 
that  35,000?— Yes.  My  contention  is  that  we 
are  a representative  body  in  the  City  of  Dublin 
representing  working  men.  I might  say  that  we 
have  trades  unionism,  and  there  are  more  outside 
than  there  are  in  the  trades  unions ; but  taking 
the  working  classes  so  far  as  I can  voice  them,  I 
represent  them  here. 

7891.  We  understand  that  you  represent  about 
5,000  out  of  35,000  ; about  one-seventh  part  of 
the  working  men  of  Dublin? — Yes,  that  would 
be  so. 

7892.  Have  you  taken  any  notice  of  the 
opinions  that  have  been  given  to  us  by  the  bishops 
and  clergy  with  reference  to  the  advantages  of 
Sunday  closing  in  Ireland  ? — I have  not.  I have 
just  read  their  opinions,  but  I certainly  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  from  my  mixing  with  the 
men  I know  as  much  about  them  as  those  people. 

7893.  I understand  that  you  have  a great  fear 
that  if  public-houses  are  closed  in  Dublin  either 
on  Sunday  or  on  Saturday  night  there  might  be 
shebeening  r — I believe  it  would  lead  to  the  pro- 
curing of  drink  illicitly. 

7894.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Harrell  has  no 
fear  of  that? — I should  like  Mr.  Harrell  to  cope 
with  it  at  present. 

7895.  Pie  said  that  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
coping  with  shebeening? — I know  he  said  so, 
but  I know  that  in  public,  in  the  open  street, 
people  can  get  drink  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  Peter  M' Donald. 

7896.  Then  you  infer  that  Mr.  Harrell, 
individually,  is  not  aware  that  they  are  in  exist- 
ence ? — Possibly. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

7897.  Do  you  think  that  what  we  understand 
by  respectable  working-men  will  resort  to  she- 
beens and  those  low  houses? — I do  not,  but  I 
believe  that  to  drunkards  who  visit  those  places 
it  will  lead  to  a great  deal  of  immorality,  which 
is  worse  than  drinking. 

7898.  You  are  really  pleading  for  public- 
houses  being  opened  on  behalf  of  the  people 
whom  you  call  drunkards  of  the  very  lowest 
class  ? — I believe  that  such  people  will  get  drink 
if  they  want  it. 

7899.  Do  you  not  think  that  something  ought 
to  be  done  to  stop  the  drunkenness  which  exists? 
— Certainly  ; I think  it  ought, . but  I do  not 
believe  that  the  Bill  before  the  House  will  be  the 
means  of  doing  it. 

7900.  Have  you  taken  any  pains  to  ascertain 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry—  continued, 
the  result  of  the  Act  which  was  passed  in  1878  ? 
— Only  so  far  as  I see  it  myself. 

7901.  Do  you  know  how  it  has  acted  with 
reference  to  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  in 
the  City  of  Dublin? — I believe  there  has  been 
a reduction  in  the  arrests  ; certainly. 

7902.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  is 
a great  advantage  in  itself? — No  doubt. 

7903.  I do  not  see  with  what  has  been  done  in 
the  last  10  years  why  you  should  have  a fear  as 
to  the  next  10  years? — I say  that  it  is  an  inter- 
ference with  our  just  privileges  and  rights.  I 
say  that  the  Dublin  working-classes  have  no 
right  to  those  coercive  measures  to  be  put 
upon  them  for  the  sake  even  of  reclaiming 
drunkards. 

7904.  You  would  not  be  willing  to  curtail  your 
own  liberty  for  the  sake  of  benefiting  drunkards? 
— No,  I would  not. 

7905.  Do  you  know  the  total  number  of  cases 
of  arrests  for  drunkenness  in  the  City  of  Dublin  ? 
— No  ; I have  not  gone  into  that. 

7906.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that  for 
the  whole  year  in  1887  there  were  13,272  ? — I 
was  not  aware  of  that. 

7907.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  worth 
some  effort  on  the  part  of  the  working-men  to 
endeavour  to  lessen  that  vast  amount  of  drunken- 
ness and  the  misery  and  sorrow  which  must 
result  from  it?— No,  I do  not,  because  I believe 
that  the  benefits  that  would  be  gained  would  be 
overcome  by  what  would  result  from  men  going 
to  those  shebeens,  and  from  the  immoralities 
which  would  be  caused  by  it.  I believe  that 
what  would  be  gained  would  be  lost  by  the  other 
effects. 

7908.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  law  might  be 
somewhat  strengthened  in  order  to  prevent  she- 
beening and  bogus  clubs? — Yes;  certainly  I 
believe  it  might. 

7909.  If  that  were  done  it  might  prevent, 
might  it  not,  some  of  the  evils  which  you  antici- 
pate ? — Possibly  it  might;  but  still  it  would 
prevent  respectable  sober  people  from  getting  a 
good  glass  of  beer  on  Sunday.  I would  like  to 
see  it  commenced  at  home  here.  I say  to  the 
people  who  are  interested  in  promoting  this 
work,  and  who  say  that  it  would  benefit  the  Irish 
working-men,  that  the  same  thing  has  a right  to 
be  started  here,  in  London. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 

7910.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a Bill 
before  Parliament  for  closing  public-houses  on 
Sunday  in  England  ?— Possibly  it  may  be,  but  I 
do  not  believe  it  will  be  passed. 

7911.  Are  you  aware  that  it  has  passed  the 
second  reading  ? — I have  known  Bills  pass  the 
second  reading,  and  been  thrown  out  afterwards. 

7912.  Are  you  aware  that  a Sunday  Closing 
Act  for  the  county  of  Durham  passed  theHouse  of 
Commons  and  was  defeated  on  third  reading  in 
the  House  of  Lords  ? — I am  here  to  represent 
working-men  of  Dublin,  who  know  by  report 
how  it  is  working  in  Scotland,  and  they  do  not 
want  the  same  thing  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Agg-  Gardner. 

7913.  I think  I understood  you  to  say  that 
you  believe  that  drunkenness  could  be  reduced 
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by  other  means  than  by  Act  of  Parliament? — I 
believe  that  our  own  clergy  are  quite  capable,  of 
stopping  drunkenness,  and  they  are  doino-  good 
work  themselves  in  that  direction. 

7914.  Therefore,  the  decrease  of  arrests  for 
drunkenness  you  think  is  due  to  other  causes? — 
I do  not  believe  that  it  has  been  done  by  arrest 
for  drunkenness.  I believe  it  is  by  our  Sodalities 
and  things  like  that  which  there  are  in  the  city. 

7915.  I suppose  there  are  other  influences  at 
work  to  check  it? — Yes;  the  clergy  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  check  it;  and  I am  satis- 
fied to  leave  our  case  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy. 

7916.  Are  there  not  clubs  and  reading-rooms, 
and  so  on  ? — Yes,  there  are  clubs  and  so°on. 

7917.  I suppose  that  the  working  classes 
would  prefer  that  drunkenness  should  be  reduced 
by  those  influences  rather  than  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment?—They  prefer  that  drunkenness  should 
be  reduced  by  the  ministrations  of  their  clergy. 

7918.  It  was  stated  by  another  witness  that  a 
canvass  took  place  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  con- 
ducted by  the  Sunday  Closing  Association, 
which  showed  there  was  a large  proportion  of 
the  families  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing;  do  you 
think  that  that  canvass  was  fairly  worked  ? — It 
may  have  been  fairly  worked,  but  I believe 
myself  that  the  wives  and  other  parties  voted  for 
it  under  a misconception. 

7919.  I suppose  it  was  conducted  by  the 
agents  of  the  society  ? — No  doubt. 

7920.  With  regard  to  the  bond  fide  traveller 
clause,  are  you  in  favour  of  extending  the  dis- 
tance '(  — Certainly  not.  I believe  it  would  be  a 
hardship  on  the  working  men  of  the  city;  and  I 
will  give  my  reasons.  I myself,  on  a Sunday 
morning,  after  my  night  work  for  a week,  may, 
perhaps,  wish  for  a walk  into  the  country  ; and 
anybody  who  takes  a walk  into  the  country 
would  like  to  have  a bottle  of  porter  at  the  end 
of  it.  That  would  be  a reasonable  inducement 
to  me  to  go  out ; and  I believe  that  the  same 
thing  would  hold  good  with  reference  to  other 
working  men  in  the  city,  who  otherwise  would 
possibly  stick  around  the  corners;  but  if  they 
knew  that  after  taking  a good  fairly  long  walk 
they  would  be  able  to  get  a reasonable  drink  they 
would  go  out  into  the  country.  And,  again,  I 
would  put  it  that  I am  in  the  habit  myself,  and 
I believe  some  others  of  my  fellow-workmen  do 
the  same,  of  taking  my  wife  on  Sunday  evenino-s 
out  on  the  sea  shore  around  Dublin,  to  Dolly- 
mount  and  those  places,  and  if  I go  down  on  the 
top  of  a tram,  and  get  a breath  of  air  myself  and 
my  wife,  I like  to  go  and  sit  in  the  garden  of  the 
public-house  and  get  a bottle  of  porter.  I think 
it  would  be  a great  hardship  to  keep  it  from  me, 
and  the  working  men  of  the  City  of  Dublin  feel 
that  it  would  be,  and  I believe  that  to  the  sober, 
honest  working  men  it  would  be  a punishment  if 
the  thing  were  extended. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7921.  Would  you  consider  it  a great  hardship 
to  be  compelled  to  walk  six  or  seven  miles  before 
you  got  a drink? — Yes;  in  fact,  I do  not  believe 
that  the  working  men  are  able  to  do  it,  because 
unfortunately,  from  the  dearth  of  employment  in 
Dublin  I do  not  think  their  physical  constitution 
"would  allow  of  it;  they  would  not  go  at  all.  I 
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wish  that  they  should  have  a chance  of  getting 
into  the  country  three  or  four  miles. 

Mr.  Agg  Gardner. 

7922.  Are  you  not  aware  of  any  civilised 
country  in  the  world  where  such  a restriction  is 
enforced  by  the  Legislature  ? — No  ; I have  seen 
the  effect  of  it  in  Liverpool  when  I was  working 
there.  We  could  get  it  by  just  crossing  the 
water. 

7923.  The  trades  council  are  opposed  to  it? — 
Yes ; the  trades  council  themselves  are  opposed 
to  any  extension  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

7924.  You,  I think,  are  president  of  the  trades 
council  ? — Yes. 

7925.  Do  the  trades  council  represent  the  men 
who  are  in  the  union  of  trade  societies  in  Dublin? 
Yes. 

7926.  Which  I think  you  state  is  a body 
formed  for  the  combination  of  labour  against 
capital?— -No;  they  are  industrial  associations  in 
unison  with  capital,  I should  say,  for  co-operating 
with  capital. 

7927.  'How  many  members  are  there  in  this 
asssociation  ? — About  5,000,  to  the  best  of  my 
information. 

7928.  I suppose  you  are  in  favour  of  reducing 
the  hours  of  labour  for  the  working  classes ; do 
you  not  believe  that  the  working  classes  work  too 
long  ? — I believe  so  myself. 

7929.  You  do  not  believe  that  the  publicans’ 
assistants  work  too  long? — Certainly;  not  only 
on  Saturday. 

7930.  And  they  would  like  to  have  a holiday 
on  Saturday  ? — No  doubt. 

7931.  At  all  events  they  would  like  to  have  a 
half  holiday  on  Saturday  afternoon  ? — No  doubt. 

7932.  Taking  them  as  a class,  supposing  there 
was  a branch  of  publicans’  assistants,  members 
of  this  trade  association,  you  would  think,  would 
you  not,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  allow 
them  some  rest  from  their  work  ?— I will  qualify 
that.  I believe  that  those  people,  the  same  as 
tram-drivers,  railway  servants,  and  others,  have 
to  suit  the  public  convenience,  and,  whilst  a 
hardship  may  be  inflicted  on  them,  I believe  they 
get  the  same  a«  the  tramway  conductors,  and  the 
same  as  the  railway  servants  ; they  get  a day  for 
them  in  some  way  or  other.  I would  go  in  for 
shortening  the  hours  by  all  means  in  my  power. 

7933.  Do  you  know,  as  a fact,  that  the  pub- 
licans’ assistants  in  Dublin  get  an  extra  day  or 
extra  time  to  compensate  for  their  Sunday  work? 
— Certainly  ; and  the  same  with  the  hair-dressers 
who  have  to  work  in  Dublin  on  a Sunday.  What 
I wish  is  that  they  (the  hairdressers)  would  close 
altogether,  and  get  their  holiday. 

7934.  1 think  you  said  that  it  would  be  a very 
great  inconvenience  to  the  working  classes  if  the 
public-houses  closed  earlier  on  Saturday  nights  ? 
— I do  think  so. 

7935.  Do  not  most  of  the  large  establishments 

in  Dublin  close  at  two  o’clock  on  Saturdays  ? - 

I beg  pardon.  Several  of  the  drapers,  1 believe, 
do  not  close  at  that  hour.  The  working  classes, 
as  a rule,  are  p^id  at  about  two  o’clock  on  Satur- 
days, and  they  are  also  paid  on  Friday. 

7936.  There  are  very  few  shop  delegates,  l 
think,  in  your  association  ? — They  are  principally 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

the  working  classes  that  belong  to  the  associa- 
tion. 

7937.  I am  speaking  of  what  comes  under  yonr 
own  notice  ; what  time  are  those  paid  on  Friday 
who  are  paid  on  Friday  night  ? — At  seven 
o’clock. 

7938.  If  men  are  paid  at  seven  o’clock  on 
Friday  night,  do  you  not  think  that  they  could 
do  all  that  they  have  to  do  in  the  public-house 
by  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday  night? — Possibly 
these  men  might. 

7939.  Or  a man  who  is  paid  at  two  o’clock  on 
Saturday? — No  doubt  if  he  goes  home  with  his 
money ; but  what  I mean  is,  I think,  that  the 
closing  of  public-houses  at  ten  o’clock  would  not 
meet  the  abuse  of  the  working  man  spending  his 
wages,  because  he  has  his  wages  in  his  pocket  for 
the  whole  day. 

7940.  When  a man  is  paid  on  Friday  at  seven 
o’clock  he  has  the  whole  of  Friday  evening  and 
the  next  day,  has  he  not,  to  spend  his  money  in 
the  public-houses? — Yes. 

7941.  So  that  he  has  from  two  to  eight,  six 
hours ; surely,  that  is  time  enough  for  him  to  do 
his  marketing,  and  get  what  drink  he  wants  ?— 
Yes,  but  I am  speaking  of  the  man  who  is  not 
paid  until  Saturday. 

7942.  And  he  is  paid  at  two  o’clock,  you  say  ? 
— Y es. 

7943.  If  he  . is  paid  at  two  o’clock,  and  the 

houses  are  closed  at  eight,  surely  there  are  six 
hours  for  him  to  take  his  walk  into  the  country ; 
if  he  takes  a three-hour  walk,  which  would  be  a 
pretty  long  walk ; still  he  has  three  hours  to  do 
his  marketing  ? — Yes,  I own  that  they  do  not  do 
so,  but  I believe  most  of  them  bring  their  money 
home  ; and  it  is  a slur  on  them  to  say  that  they 
spend  their  money  in  drink.  But  what  I want 
to  convey  is  this 

7944.  Pardon  me,  I want  to  get  at  this.  You 
say  that  they  take  their  money  home.  I am 
very  glad  to  hear  it ; then  I want  to  ask  what 
would  be  the  inconvenience  to  a working  man  in 
not  keeping  the  public  houses  open  after  eight 
o’clock  ? — Because  of  their  wives  and  families. 
They  may  have  some  domestic  duties  to  perform, 
and  they  may  not  be  abe  to  'go  out  till  late  at 
night.  I have  seen  (it  has  come  under  my  own 
observation)  women  with  their  baskets  bringing 
home  provisions  up  till  eleven  or  twelve  at  night. 
The  meat  markets  and  vegetable  markets,  and 
several  other  markets  in  Dublin,  are  all  open 
until  twelve  o’clock,  and,  so  long  as  they  are 
open,  there  are  very  many  considerations  which 
keep  back  women  from  going  to  market  earlier  in 
the  day. 

7944.  But  as  a matter  of  fact  the  women  go  to 
market,  although  they  do  not  close  the  public- 
houses? — Because  in  those  licensed  houses  that 
they  go  to  they  get  cheaper  such  things  as  sugar, 
bacon,  butter,  and  several  other  things  of  that 
.-sort. 

7946.  Then  you  consider  that  it  would  be  a 
very  great  inconvenience  to  the  working  man  not 
to  be  able  to  use  the  public-houses  on  Sunday  ? 
—I  do. 

7947.  And  you  state  that  they  like  their  porter 
fresh  ? — Certainly. 

7948.  And  you  say  that  it  is  much  more  ex- 
pensive in  bottle? — Yes,  possibly.  I think  three 
bottles  of  porter  contain  about  as  much  as  a 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

quart,  and  a man  can  get  a quart  of  porter 
cheaper  which  will  possibly  do  for  his  family. 

7949.  What  is  the  cost  of  a quart  of  porter?— 
Fourpence. 

7950.  What  is  the  cost  of  three  bottles  of 
porter? — Sixpence  ; and  we  may  take  it  that 
they  must  pay  a penny  extra  for  the  bottle,  so 
that  it  is  9 d.  with  the  charge  upon  the  bottles. 

7951.  But  he  gets  a penny  returned  for  each 
bottle? — Yes,  he  gets  a penny  back  for  each 
bottle,  but.  he  has  to  pay  still  2 d.  extra  as  well  as 
there  being  the  temptation  to  drink  it  in  the 
morning  on  Sunday. 

7952.  I think  you  said  that  you  consider  it  a 
temptation  to  a working  man  to  get  drink  ? — Yes, 
certainly.  I do  not  wish  to  see  them  getting 
drunk. 

7953.  I think  you  said  that  habitual  drunkards 
would  go  to  shebeens  if  the  public-houses  were 
closed  ? — I believe  so. 

7954.  Do  you  think  that  the  habitual  drunkards, 
and  the  men  who  ordinarily  frequent  the  public- 
house,  that  cither  of  those  classes  of  people  of 
whom  we  are  now  talking,  would  go  to  shebeens 
if  the  public-houses  were  closed? — Yes.  I be- 
lieve a respectable  working  man  will  not  go  to  a 
shebeen. 

7955.  Therefore,  if  you  close  the  public-houses, 
though  it  might  inconvenience  the  Avorking  men, 
it  would  drive  the  habitual  drunkards  into  she- 
beens ? — Yes,  it  would  drive  them  into  brothels. 
If  they  do  not  get  drink  in  public-houses  they  will 
go  and  get  it  elseAA’here. 

7956.  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  Avay  in 
Avhich  the  police  enforce  the  laiv  upon  publicans? 
— I believe  the  police  are  very  strict  on 
publicans. 

7957.  Is  the  law  carried  out  with  perfect 
impartiality  ? — I could  not  say  that ; I have  no 
experience. 

Mr.  Big  gar. 

7958.  Your  experience,  of  course,  extends 
over  a pretty  good  many  years  ; is  it  not  the 
general  tendency  for  the  shopkeepers  of  the 
country  to  lessen  the  number  of  hours  of  keeping 
their  shops  open  compared  to  what  it  was  many 
years  ago  ?■ — Yes. 

7959.  Do  you  see  any  reason  Avhy  the  same 
doctrine  should  not  apply  to  public-houses  and 
places  of  that  sort? — Yes,  I will  put  it  in  this 
way  : that  the  Avorking  classes  have  noAvhere  else 
Avhere  they  can  associate  together-. 

7960.  That  is  another  question,  and  not  the 
one  I asked  you  ; you  acknowledge  that  it  is  the 
general  tendency  amongst  business  people  gene- 
rally to  lessen  the  hours  of  keeping  their  shops 
open  ? — Yes. 

7961.  Can  you  tell  me  any  reason  Avhy  a person 
Avho  retails  Avhiskey  or  porter,  and  also  retails 
groceries,  should  not  curtail  the  hours  of  labour 
the  same  as  a grocer  who  does  not  sell  intoxi- 
cating liquor  at  all  ? — Simply  because  it  Avould 
be  inconvenient. 

7962.  And  because  it  interferes  with  his  profit? 
— I do  not  care  for  his  profit. 

7963.  Then  your  argument  for  keeping  public- 
houses  open  late  on  Saturday  nights  is  that  the 
Avorking  people  wish  to  make  their  purchases  up 
to  a late  hour  on  Saturday  night  in  the  Avay  ot 
purchasing  butchers’  meat  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

,7964.  Do 
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Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

7964.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  reason 
why  a grocer  who  is  also  a publican  should  not 
stop  selling  groceries  at  the  same  time  as  a grocer 
who  does  not  sell  drink? — That  I cannot  say;  you 
must  remember  that  a butcher  does  not  close  his 
shop  earlier. 

7965.  You  have  told  me  that  the  general 
tendency  of  men  of  business  is  to  have  shorter 
hours  of  labour  than  formerly  ? — I said  that  the 
general  tendency,  so  far  as  the  working  classes 
were  concerned,  would  be  to  get  the  hours  of 
labour  shortened. 

7966.  And  I ask  you  with  reference  to  retail 
businesses ; in  my  own  experience,  I think,  in 
every  other  business,  shops  were  formerly  kept 
open  to  a very  much  later  hour  than  they  are 
now  ; I suppose  you  know  Cleary  and  Company 
in  George’s-street  now  close  at  six  o’clock  in  the 
evening? — Yes. 

7967.  And  I believe  they  close  a great  deal 
earlier  on  Saturdays  in  many  cases  ? — I do  not 
think  so.  I think  the  large  shopkeepers  close 
earlier  than  six  o’clock,  but  the  small  shop- 
keepers will  generally  keep  open  longer. 

7968.  Is  there  any  substantial  reason  why  a 
small  shopkeeper  should  keep  open  a greater 
number  of  hours  than  a large  shopkeeper  does  ? 
— I suppose  they  keep  open  for  the  convenience 
of  the  public,  and,  I suppose,  to  catch  a passing 
shilling. 

7969.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Falkiner,  the  Recorder  ? — Yes,  I have  read  it. 

7970.  He  gave  evidence  with  regard  to  the 
possible  opening  of  shebeen  houses  and  bogus 
clubs  ; do  you  remember  the  evidence  which  he 
gave  in  which  he  said  that  the  wives  of  working 
men  were  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  present 
system  of  their  husbands  spending  money  in 
public-houses? — I do  not  know  how  he  would 
know  anything  about  it.  He  may  have  given 
evidence  to  that  effect,  but  I deny  that  he  would 
have  any  right  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  working 
classes. 

7971.  Do  you  think  that  the  wives  of  working 
men  would  rather  see  their  husbands  spend  their 
money  in  the  public-houses  than  otherwise? — 
Certainly  not;  I do  not  say  so. 

7972.  You  say  that  the  wives  of  working 
people  and  their  families  would  prefer  that  their 
husbands  should  get  drink  in  public-houses  ? — I 
said  that  the  wives  of  working  men  would  rather 
that  their  husbands  drank  in  public-houses  than 
in  clubs. 

7973.  Do  you  think  that  the  wives  of  men  of 
the  working  classes  are  desirous  that  their  hus- 
bands should  continue  to  spend  their  money  in 
public-houses  in  Dublin  ; is  that  your  notion  ? — 
I believe  that  the  wives  of  the  men  of  the 
working  classes  do  not  object  to  their  husbands 
taking  rational  refreshments. 

7974.  -Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  a very  largo 
proportion  of  the  wives  of  working  men  do  not 
think  that  their  husbands  spend  too  much  money 
on  drink? — I do  not  know  that.  1 believe  myself 
that  a working  man  can  make  a mistake  as  well 
as  anybody  else. 

7975.  You  said,  as  I understood  you,  that  the 
working  men  were  in  favour  of  the  present 
system  of  getting  drink  in  public-houses,  and  I 
want  you  to  tell  me  whether  the  same  opinion  is 
held  by  the  wives  as  well  as  by  the  men ; do  you 
think  that  the  wives  of  working  men  are  in 
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favour  of  their  husbands  spending  as  much  money 
in  drink  as  they  do  at  present? — I do  not  believe 
that  the  working  men  of  Dublin  spend  too  much 
money  in  drink. 

7976.  Do  you  think  that  the  wives  of  the 
working  men  as  a class  are  in  favour  of  their 
husbands  spending  as  much  money  on  drink  as 
they  do  at  present  ? — Perhaps  the  wife  is  rather 
selfish  and  would  rather  have  the  money  herself, 
and  she  would  give  him  none  at  all. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

7977.  Does  not  she  think  that  there  would  be 
a greater  danger  arising  to  her  husband  from 
shebeens  and  clubs  ?--I  say  so. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

7978.  You  told  us,  did  you  not,  that  you  thought 
the  working  men  as  a class  would  not  take  any 
open  air  exercise  on  Sunday  if  they  did  not 
expect  to  get  some  liquor  at  the  end  of  their 
walk? — I did  not  say  so;  but  it  is  an  induce- 
ment to  them  to  take  a long  walk  into  the 
country. 

7979.  You  said  that  very  often  if  it  were  not 
so  they  would  not  take  a walk  at  all  ? — I candidly 
believe  that  many  men  would  not. 

7980.  Then  you  think  that  the  special  induce- 
ment to  a walk  in  the  open  air  is  not  the  open 
air,  but  the  drink  which  they  will  get  at  the  end 
of  their  walk? — No;  I objects  toto  to  that.  We 
wish  the  open  air  to  be  tempered  with  a little 
refreshment. 

7981.  You  told  us  that  you  think  that  physi- 
cally a working  man  in  Dublin  is  able  to  take  a 
walk  in  the  open  air  for  a few  miles,  or  for  a 
short  time,  and  you  say  that  you  personally  and 
your  wife  are  in  the  habit  of  going  on  the  top  of 
a tramcar  for  a distance  into  the  country,  and 
you  get  the  advantage  of  fresh  air  at  the  end  of 
your  journey  at  the  seaside,  and  so  on;  do  not 
you  think  that  if  people  were  more  careful  of 
their  money  they  might  also  travel  in  the  same 
way? — They  would,  but  I think  they  would 
bring  whiskey  in  their  pocket. 

7982.  You  think  that  they  would  have  liquor 
under  some  form  ? — 1 think  they  would. 

7983.  Therefore  you  think  that  the  best  thing 
is  to  give  the  fullest  facilities  to  them  for  getting 
drink  ? — I believe  it  is  inherent  in  an  Irishman 
that  anything  you  wish  to  take  from  him  he  will 
have. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

7984.  You  say  that  these  associated  trades 
whom  you  represent  passed  a resolution  in  favour 
of  the  continuance  of  the  present  state  of  things  ? 
—Yes. 

7985.  I suppose  that  one  of  the  principal 
reasons  for  their  passing  the  resolution  was  that 
they  might  have  public-houses  open  on  Sunday  ? 
— No,  I think  that  the  workmen  of  Dublin  are 
prepared  to  make  great  sacrifices  to  obtain  their 
national  aspirations. 

7986.  And  to  keep  the  public-houses  open  ? — 
I believe  the  people  who  will  get  drink  whether 
the  public-houses  are  open  or  not  will  be  able  to 
get  it. 

Chairman. 

7987.  You  stated  to  the  Committee  that  you 
are  a delegate,  not  only  upon  trade  questions,  b ut 
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also  upon  political  and  social  questions  ? — On  any 
questions  calculated  to  elevate  working  men. 

7988.  And  you  gave  as  an  illustration  that  the 
delegates  were  deputed  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
working  classes  on  all  questions  of  general  in- 
terest?— Quite  so. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

7989.  I understand  you  to  say  that  you  object 
to  home  drinking,  that  you  do  not  want  to  see 
drink  coming  to  the  Irish  homesteads,  or  to  see 
bottles  lying  on  the  table  ; would  you  tell  the 
Committee  how  far  that  is  the  case,  in  your 
opinion,  in  Dublin  at  tbe  present  time  ?— I said 
that  I had  seen  such  a thing  occurring ; that 
children  would  take  a bottle  up  and  put  it  to 
their  heads. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

7990.  And  they  would  drain  the  bottle? — Yes, 
they  would  drain  the  bottle. 

Mr.  Roxontree. 

7991.  Do  I understand  you  to  say  that,  in  your 
opinion,  that  is  not  a general  practice  in  Dublin  ? 
— I say  no  it  is  not  a general  practice,  because 
the  majority  of  those  men  go  to  a public-house 
and  get  it  now  and  then  and  have  a smoke. 

7992.  Does  not  it  come  in  at  meal  times  gene- 
rally ? — Y es,  it  is  brought  in  at  meal  times. 

7993.  And  laid  down  on  the  table  ? — Yes,  it 
is  laid  down  on  the  table  at  dinner  time. 

7994.  I do  not  quite  see  what  you  object  to; 
I suppose  the  children  who  are  at  dinner  take  it 
if  it  is  on  the  table  the  same  as  any  other  drink  ? 
— If  you  bring  it  in  over  night,  and  it  is  lying  in 
the  house,  it  is  lying  there  possibly  all  day,  and 
therefore  danger  would  spring  up.  What  I 
believe  is  that  if  the  public-houses  were  closed, 
the  porter  would  be  brought  in  over  night,  and  the 
men  will  take  not  what  they  want  at  meal  times, 
but  they  will  go  ou  drinking,  and  their  drinking 
will  be  completed  before  the  children,  and  the 
wife,  perhaps,  joining  in  it,  and  that  would 
lead,  I believe,  to  demoralisation  in  the  domestic 
circle. 

7995.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  wife  and  the 
children  get  their  share  of  it  when  it  is  brought  in 
by  the  quart  ? — I hope  that  the  Irish  children  get 
none.  The  wife,  of  course,  is  entitled  to  it  thesame 
as  anybody  else. 

7996.  With  regard  to  the  assistants  at  public- 
houses,  do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge 
cases  in  which  the  assistants  have  a time  out 
during  the  week  ? — Yes,  I believe  it  is  a recog- 
nised rule  that  they  get  a holiday  during  the 
week. 

7997.  For  how  much  time  ? — For  a day. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

7998.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — I believe  so. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

7999.  I wanted  to  ask  if  you  know  this  of  your 
own  knowledge?— I believe  that  they  have  a 
day  off. 

8000.  Speaking  l-oundly,  one  may  say  that 
there  are  a thousand  licensed  houses  in  Dublin ; 
do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  employes  in  those 
thousand  houses  get  a day  off  in  the  week  ? — I 
believe  it  to  be  the  fact  that  they  do  have  one 
day  off. 


M r.  Rowntree — continued. 

8001.  Do  you  speak  with  any  absolute  know- 
ledge on  the  subject  ? — I would  not  like  to  be 
emphatic  on  it. 

8002.  Do  you  know,  as  a matter  of  fact,  one 
single  case? — I know  the  grocers’  assistants  do 
get  off;  I have  known  grocers’  assistants  and  have 
met  them  on  their  days  off. 

8003.  Can  you  tell  me  of  one  single  instance 
in  which  you  are  certain  it  is  the  rule  that  they 
do  get  a day  off? — As  a fact  1 cannot  do  so. 

8004.  Then  you  spoke  of  the  feeling  which,  I 
think,  you  told  us  existed,  that  one  of  the 
motives  for  Sunday  closing  was  a strong  Sabba- 
tarian feeling  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  pro- 
moting it  ? — Yes,  I believe  that  to  be  the  feeling 
of  the  working  classes. 

8005.  You  think  that  that  has  some  weight  in 
the  objection  that  you  have  told  us  of  on  the 
part  of  the  workmen  in  your  trades  ? — People 
look  with  suspicion  on  it. 

8006.  Also  I think  you  said  you  thought  that 
it  ought  to  be  started  in  England  first? — We 
wish  that  to  be  the  case. 

8007.  And  with  regard  to  the  feeling  that  it 
would  come  across  from  England,  do  I under- 
stand you  that  that  also  would  have  some  weight 
with  those  whom  you  represent ; that  is  to  say, 
the  suspicion  that  this  is  an  Act  of  an  additional 
legislation? — We  look  upon  it  as  class  legisla- 
tion. 

8008.  And  those  things  have  considerable 
influence,  you  believe,  upon  the  minds  of  the 
men  of  whom  you  speak  ? — They  will  still  have 
the  same  feeling,  even  if  you  remove  those 
things.  They  say,  if  they  are  so  anxious  to  pro- 
mote our  welfare,  let  them  commence  at  home. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8009.  Can  you  give  me  the  exact  number  of 
members  in  the  Associated  Trades  ? — I can  speak 
to  36,  if  that  is  what  you  mean. 

8010.  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  trades  there 
are  in  Dublin? — I cannot  say  exactly. 

8011.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  74?- — I 
do  not  believe  it. 

8012.  Are  you  aware  that  there  was  evidence 
given  to  that  effect  in  1877  ? — I am  not, 

8013.  And  you  cannot  say  how  many  trades 
outside  the  Associated  Trades  there  are? — So 
far  as  my  belief  goes,  if  you  can  mention  the 
trade,  I should  be  able  to  tell  you. 

8014.  You  say  the  number  in  the  Associated 
Trades  is  something  like  5,000  ?—  Yes. 

8015.  I have  the  Census  Returns  before  me 
here  of  all  the  industrial  classes  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  by  the  Census  Returns  for  the  year 
1881  the  industrial  classes  in  Dublin  are  put 
down  by  the  Registrar  General  as  69,938,  of 
whom  49,411  are  males,  20,527  females ; and  you 
are  entitled  by  your  association,  you  say,  to 
speak  for  5,000  only  of  those? — I say  I am 
entitled  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  trades  of  the 
city. 

8016.  The  trades  of  the  city  are  those  that  are 
spoken  of  in  this  Return  ? — Although  those  who 
are  associated  are  only  5,000,  those  men  speak 
and  act  for  others  their  comrades,  and  their 
opinions  on  these  matters,  in  such  a way  that  we 
may  speak  on  their  behalf.  I believe  that  if  you 
took  up  all  the  trades  represented,  it  would  be 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
found  that,  they  would  number  possibly  as  many 
as  the  outside  organizations. 

8017.  I want  to  bring  you  to  the  fact  that  you 
are  here  to-day  as  the  representative  of  the 
Associated  Trades? — Yes. 

8018.  And  that  they  number  5,000,  roughly 
speaking  ? — Yes. 

8019.  And  that  those  people  have  delegated 
you  to  come  here  ? — Yes. 

8020.  And  other  people  may  come  represent- 
ing their  trades  ? — Yes,  possibly  ; but  I know  of 
no  other  organisation  in  the  City  of  Dublin  who 
can  speak  on  behalf  of  the  working-classes  with 
the  exception  of  the  Trades  Council.  There  is  no 
other  organisation.  .1  must  protest  against  the 
workmen’s  club  being  taken  to  represent  the 
classes  of  the  city. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

8021.  Why  do  you  protest? — Because  they 
represent  nobody  ; they  are  just  working-men  ; 
perhaps  about  200  or  300  enthusiasts  who  have 
joined  that  club. 

Mi-.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8022.  I am  not  asking  you  anything  about  the 
workmen’s  club.  I have  given  you  the  industrial 
classes.  Do  you  profess  to  represent  the  whole 
of  them  to-day  ? — I believe  that  I represent  the 
representative  men. 

8023.  What  do  you  come  here  as  to-day.  Do 
you  not  come  as  a delegate? — I come  as  a dele- 
gate of  working-men. 

8024.  Do  not  you  come  as  the  representative 
of  the  associated  trades,  and  delegated  by  them  ? 
— Delegated  by  the  trades. 

8025.  And  you  represent  5,000  people;  did 
they  hold  a meeting  on  the  12th  of  March? — 
Yes. 

8026.  And  this  is  the  resolution  that  they 
adopted  ? — Yes. 

8027.  And  that  resolution  was  moved  and 
voted  unanimously  without  notice,  and  sent  to 
those  who  were  not  present  ? — Yes, 

8028.  Is  that  the  usual  thing  in  your  society  ? 
Yes;  may  I give  an  instance.  We  have  no 
syllabus  to  go  by  at  all.  The  men  come  there, 
and  when  anything  spontaneously  comes  before 
them,  and  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  working 
classes,  they  are  in  the  room,  and  they  are  quite 
ready,  when  the  other  business  is  disposed  of,  to 
bring  up  any  subject.  For  instance,  I myself 
have  brought  forward  a resolution  without  giving 
notice,  because  on  the  following  Sunday,  when 
the  minutes  are  read,  any  other  gentleman  could 
challenge  the  minutes  ; but  that  has  never  been 
done  with  regard  to  this  question. 

8029.  I take  it  that  the  resolution  was  passed 
withoutany  notice  being  given  ? — Certainlyjit  was. 

8030.  It  did  not  touch  the  question  of  early 
Saturday  closing,  did  it? — The  resolution  is 
there. 

8031.  You  were  in  the  chair,  were  you  not? — 
Yes,  but  I cannot  remember  all  the  speeches. 

8032.  The  resolution  does  not  touch  that  ques- 
tion ? — It  does  not. 

8033.  Then,  so  far  as  that  meeting  is  con- 
cerned, this  committee  has  no  voice  regarding 
Saturday  early  closing? — Certainly  not ; not  so 
far  as  that  particular  meeting  was  concerned. 

8034.  Then  there  was  another  meeting  of  a 
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public  character  held  in  the  Rotunda,  was  there 
not  ? — Yes. 

8035.  Which  meeting  was  convened,  was  it 
not,  by  the  Trades  Council  ? — No. 

8036.  By  whom  was  it  convened? — By  the 
trades  in  the  city  ; by  men  representing  various 
other  trades. 

8037.  Why  did  the  Trades  Council  not  do  so? 
—What  right  had  we  to  do  it? 

8038.  What  right  had  the  others  to  do  it? — 
Simply  none. 

8039.  Who  paid  the  expenses  of  that  meeting? 
— I do  not  know  anything  about  that ; the  Trades 
Council  certainly  did  not  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
Rotunda  meeting. 

8040.  Do  you  know  at  all  which  trades  con- 
vened that  meeting? — Ido  not;  I had  nothing 
to  do  with  it  in  any  way. 

8041.  You  were  not  there? — No,  I was  not 
there  ; I was  at  my  work. 

8042.  I saw  a paragraph  in  the  “ Freeman’s 
Journal”  the  other  day  complaining  that  those 
Associated  Trades  have  had  some  difficulty  in 
getting  a quorum  at  times  ? — No,  you  did  not ; it 
was  not  to  that  effect.  It  was  myself  brought 
forward  the  question  of  the  delegates  being  late 
in  that  case,  and  in  order  to  mark  my  disapproval 
of  it  I adjourned  the  Council  ; that  was  how  that 
difficulty  arose. 

8043.  You  said  as  reported  in  the  “ Free- 
man’s Journal,”  that  there  was  a difficulty  in 
getting  a quorum  of  the  Council  ?— On  that 
particular  occasion  we  had  to  wait  till  one 
o’clock. 

8044.  You  are  elected  to  represent  the  united 
trades  of  Dublin  on  trade  matters,  were  you  uot? 
— I am  elected  by  my  own  trade  to  represent 
them  on  the  Trades  Council. 

8045.  You  are  elected  to  do  the  general  work 
on  all  social  questions,  and  everything  else,  as  I 
understand? — No;  my  society  was  supplied  with 
a copy  of  the  rules  of  the  Trades  Council,  and, 
of  course,  I have  subscribed  to  everything  that 
is  in  them. 

8046.  And  you  are  entitled  to  go  to  that 
Trades  Council,  and  although  no  notice  has  been 
given,  a question  may  be  sprung  on  you,  and  you 
are  entitled  to  give  a vote  binding  the  whole 
trade  ! — My  trade  has  sufficient  confidence  in  me 
in  that  respect. 

8047.  That  is  another  thing;  I am  simply 
stating  what  I have  seen  in  the  paper.  You 
regulate  the  procedure  regarding  the  hours  of 
labour  ; that  is  to  say,  the  hours  that  the  working 
people  of  Dublin  are  to  be  at  work? — Unfortu- 
nately I do  not. 

8048.  What  are  the  hours  of  labour  in  Dublin  ? 
— On  an  average  about  57  or  58  hours  a week. 

8049.  A good  many  men  work  54  hours  ; — Yes, 
mostly. 

8050.  We  had  evidence  here  from  Mr.  Wigham 
on  the  last  day  of  meeting  that  they  seldom  work 
54  hours  ? — Some  of  them  do  not. 

805 1 . We  will  take  the  publicans’  assistants  ; 
are  there  not  2,000  grocers’  assistants  in  Dublin? 
—Yes. 

8052.  Are  you  aware  that  those  young  men 
complain  very  bitterly  of  their  hours  of  labour? 
— I am  not  aware  that  they  complain;  but  I 
have  regretted  it  myself  for  a long  time. 

s S 2 8053.  I have 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


324 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


11  June  1888.  J 


Mr.  Nannetti. 


[ Continued. 
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8053.  I have  a letter  in  my  hand  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Grocers’  Assistants’  Association, 
complaining  of  the  hours  of  labour;  would  you 
take  that  as  evidence? — No,  I would  not,  unless 
it  was  a resolution  passed  by  his  society. 

8054.  He  says  that  they  work  101  hours  a 
week  ? — I am  sorry  to  hear  it. 

8055.  The  public-houses  open  at  seven  in  the 
morning,  and  close  at  eleven  at  night  on  six  days 
in  the  week ; that  is  16  hours  a day  for  six  days? 
— Yes;  and  the  tramway  men  work  the  same. 

8056.  Then  there  would  be  five  hours  on 
Sunday,  which  makes  101  hours  a week.  Sup- 
posing lie  gets  a day  off,  which  you  have  not 
been  able  to  prove  here,  we  will  take  the  hours 
off  for  that,  and  that  will  leave  him  85  hours  a 
week ; do  you  think  that  those  hours  of  labour 
are  fit  for  any  civilised  or  human  being  ? — I do 
not  advocate  working  on  Sundays,  and  my  Trades 
Council  do  not. 

8057.  They  have  elected  you  to  advocate  that 
the  employes  should  be  employed  in  that  way  ? — 
My  Trades  Council  sent  me  to  advocate  nothing 
of  the  kind. 

8058.  I am  sure  they  never  did,  although  that 
is  the  effect  of  your  evidence? — No,  it  is  not. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

8059.  I think  you  said  that  those  people,  like 
tramway  people,  must  bow  to  the  public  con- 
venience?— Certainly.  I myself,  as  a printer, 
very  often  have  to  work  on  a holiday,  when  I 
may  wish  to  be  away  in  the  country. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8060.  But  you  do  not  work  those  long  hours  ? 
— I do  not  indeed. 

8061.  Those  are  the  only  classes.  Take  the 
employes  on  tramways  and  omnibuses,  they  do 
not  work  that  number  of  hours? — They  do.  I 
think  that  railway  servants  work  very  long 
hours.  We  have  had  instances  of  their  falling 
asleep  in  their  box,  and  accidents  occurring. 

8062.  May  we  take  it  now  that  you  represent 
that  the  Trades  Council  are  in  favour  of  those 
hours  of  labour? — Certainly  not, 

8063.  Have  the  Trades  Council,  which  has 
charge  of  the  working-men’s  interests  in  Dublin, 
ever  protested  against  these  hours  of  labour  ? — 
Certainly  they  have  protested. 

8064.  Against  the  Grocers’  Assistants’  hours  ? 
— No,  not  in  that  particular  class. 

8065.  At  no  meeting,  public  or  private,  that 
you  were  present  at, has  the  Trades  Council  given 
their  verdict  upon  the  Saturday  closing  ? — No. 

8066.  As  to  this  question  of  bogus  clubs  of 
which  you  are  afraid,  you  say,  that  there  are 
now  four  bogus  clubs  in  the  City  of  Dublin? — 
Yes. 

8067.  Within  the  metropolitan  police  area  ? — 
Yes. 

8068.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Harrell  said 
that  there  was  no  such  thino-  in  Dublin  ? — I do 
not  know  what  is  his  reason  for  saying  that,  fori 
know  that  such  a thing  exists. 

8069.  Do  you  think  that  a bogus  club  is  a 
place  which  a great  number  of  people  frequent, 
and  do  you  think  that  those  people  could  be  fre- 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
quenting  a house  in  the  City  of  Dublin  in  this 
way,  and  the  police  know  nothing  about  it  ? — I 
know  that  such  a thing  occurs.  What  I mean 
by  a bogus  club  is  a club  which  is  for  the  sale  of 
drink  for  the  benefit  of  individuals ; and  I say 
that  such  a thing  exists. 

8070.  That  would  be  a shebeen? — Both  she- 
beens and  clubs. 

8071-2.  What  we  understand  by  a bogus  club 
is  this  : it  is  a place  opened  by  a man  where  the 
people  generally  pay  a shilling  a quarter,  or 
something  like  that,  and  where  they  go  and  get 
drink  whenever  they  like  on  that  basis  ? — 1 know 
that  a club  exists  on  that  basis,  where  people  pay 
2 d.,  and  where  they  go  in  and  get  what  they 
like. 

8073.  Then  in  order  to  do  away  with  this  fear 
of  bogus  clubs,  would  you  open  the  public-houses 
on  Sunday  morning  ? — I believe  myself  that  if 
the  public-houses  were  open  altogether  it  would 
not  do  any  great  hardship,  and  that  men  would 
get  proper  refreshment. 

8074.  Then  in  order  to  prevent  any  chance  of 
an}' thing  like  this,  you  would  open  the  public- 
houses  on  Sunday  morning? — With  reference  to 
bogus  clubs,  I would  ; if  I thought  it  would  be 
the  means  of  doing  away  with  them  and  with 
shebeening. 

Chairman. 

8075.  Do  you  think  that  bogus  clubs  and  she- 
beens are  at  the  present  moment  a sufficiently 
crying  evil  in  the  City  of  Dublin  to  induce  you 
to  recommend  us  to  open  the  public-houses  all 
the  Sunday  ? — I do  not  say  all  the  Sunday  ; I 
say  on  the  Sunday  morning. 

8706.  The  same  as  on  week  days  ? — I would 
not  care  to  see  public-houses  open  during  the 
time  that  a man  should  be  at  Mass  or  at  his  pro- 
per devotions. 

8077.  But  with  that  exception  the  existence  of 
shebeens  and  bogus  clubs  in  Dublin  is  a suffi- 
ciently crying  evil  to  induce  you  to  recommend 
us  to  open  on  Sundays  as  on  week  days  with  the 
exception  of  the  hours  of  divine  service  ? — From 
what  1 know  of  shebeens  and  bogus  clubs  I 
would  sacrifice  nearly  anything  to  put  them  down. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8078.  Then  we  may  take  it  that  you  are  in 
favour  of  opening  the  public-houses  even  when 
they  are  closed  on  the  morning  of  Sundays? — With 
the  reservation  after  a man  has  had  time  to  go  to 
his  spiritual  duties. 

8079.  When  would  his  devotions  cease? — At 
twelve  o’clock. 

8080.  You  would  open  the  public-houses  at 
twelve  o’clock  ; when  would  you  close  them  it 
you  had  the  ordering  of  it? — What  I want  is  to 
put  down  shebeens  and  bogus  clubs. 

Chairman. 

8081.  What  is  your  evidence  on  that  point?— 
If  it  v\  oukl  be  the  means  of  putting  down  the 
beerhouses  and  the  brothels  where  drink  is  to  be 
got  at  the  present  moment  whilst  the  houses  are 
closed.  1 would  open  them  after  service  in  the 
various  churches. 

8082.  While 
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8082.  While  we  are  talking  about  beerhouses, 
are  you  aware  that  a great  deal  has  been  done 
to  put  down  beerhouses  in  Dublin  ? — I believe 
a good  deal  has  been  done. 

8083.  The  trades  council  never  did  anything 
about  that,  did  they,  or  passed  a resolution  against 
those  beerhouses,  which  are  known  to  be  a great 
evil  ? — They  may  not  have  done  so. 

8084.  Was  it  not  left  to  the  people  whom  you 
call  Sabbatarians  to  do  that  business  too? — Pos- 
sibly. 

8085.  First  about  shebeens,  as  distinguished 
from  clubs,  you  think  that  if  the  public-houses 
were  closed  in  Dublin  at  five  on  Sunday  night 
there  would  be  a great  deal  of  shebeening? — I 
do. 

8086.  Are  you  aware  that  the  evidence  of  the 
police  commissioner  is  that  shebeening  is  not  on 
Sunday  night  as  much  as  it  is  early  on  Sunday 
morning  and  late  on  Saturday  night? — I only 
wish  the  policeman  who  gave  that  evidence  would 
come  with  me*  and  I could  point  to  him  any 
amount  of  it. 

8087.  He  did  not  say  that  there  was  none,  but 
that  the  heavy  weight  of  Dublin  shebeening  was 
not  on  Sunday  night  after  closing  hours,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  late  drinking  on  Saturday 
night  which  was  carried  on  by  the  shebeens  on 
Sunday  morning? — That  may  be.  I am  not 
prepared  to  say  what  amount  of  shebeening  is 
carried  on  in  the  morning. 

8088.  What  class  of  people  do  you  apprehend 
would  go  to  the  shebeens  if  the  public-houses 
were  closed  in  Dublin  at  five  instead  of  seven  ? 
— The  habitual  drunkards. 

8089.  That  is  a very  small  class,  according  to 
your  evidence,  in  Dublin? — Yes;  but  the  temp- 
tations are  there  all  the  same  to  people  to  get 
drink. 

8090.  Where  do  you  think  those  people  are 
made  habitual  drunkards  ? — I suppose  that  they 
go  to  the  public-houses ; I suppose  they  have  a 
natural  craving  and  cannot  help  themselves,  or 
rather  I should  say,  an  unnatural  craving. 

8091.  You  think  that  they  get  it  at  the  public-, 
house? — Yes;  I suppose  they  do  by  abusing 
themselves. 

8092.  Do  you  think  that  the  vast  majority  of 
people,  sober  men,  working  men,  industrious 
artisans  and  labourers,  would  go  to  those 
shebeens  ? — No,  I do  not. 

8093.  What  do  you  apprehend ; is  it  the 
habitual  drunkards  that  you  are  afraid  of? — I 
am  afraid  that  the  temptation  would  be  there, 
and  that  stray  sheep  might  go  into  them. 

8094.  That  the  moderate  drinkers  might  be 
caught  by  the  shebeens? — Yes,  they  might  be 
caught  by  the  shebeens. 

8095.  Your  evidence  here  to-day  on  behalf  of 
your  fellow  workmen  is  this,  that  they  are  so 
destitute  of  self-control  that  they  would  go  to 
the  low  shebeens  in  order  to  get  drink  ? — No,  I 
said  nothing  of  the  kind. 

8096.  What  is  your  evidence  ? — I believe  that 
the  working  men  of  Dublin  are  as  self-controlled 
as  working  men  anywhere  else. 

8097.  And  that  they  would  not  go  to  she- 
beens ? — I say  the  temptation  would  exist,  and 
that  stray  sheep  might  be  caught,  and  that  habitual 
drunkards  would  go  there. 
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8098.  The  habitual  drunkard,  generally  speak- 
ing, is  beyond  redemption ; we  cannot  legislate 
to  cure  habitual  drunkards,  you  will  admit  that 
fact,  and  that  nothing  can  be  done  for  the 
habitual  drunkard  save  by  moral  influence,  let  us 
agree  upon  that,  and  let  the  shebeen  be  open  for 
them ; but  in  the  meantime  you  say  that  stray 
sheep  who  are  not  drunkards  would  or  might  go 
into  the  shebeens? — Yes,  the  temptation  being 
there. 

8099.  Do  you  think  that  catching  a single 
stray  sheep  going  into  a shebeen  is  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  catching  of  young  people,  boys  and 
girls,  going  into  a public-house  to  drink  for 
hours  ? — Certainly  not ; I do  not  know  that  such 
a thing  occurs. 

8100.  Coming  to  the  question  of  home  drink- 
ing, you  are  afraid  of  home  drinking  taking  the 
place  of  public-house  drinking  ? — I am. 

8101.  If  this  drink  is  so  urgent  and  necessary 
for  the  father  of  a family,  is  there  any  reason  why 
the  wife,  who  very  often  works  as  hard  as  he 
does,  should  not  get  her  share  of  it  ? — I did  not 
say  there  was ; I said  that  she  was  entitled  to  it 
just  as  much. 

8102.  What  are  you  afraid  of? — Abuse. 

8103.  Do  they  not  abuse  drink  at  a public- 
house? — No,  not  respectable  women;  they  do 
not  abuse  public-house  drinking. 

8104.  Is  there  any  abuse  of  drinking  in  public- 
houses  ? — Certainly  there  is. 

8105.  And  you  are  afraid  of  abuse  of  it  in 
private  houses  ? — I believe  that  if  the  drink  is 
there,  there  is  the  temptation ; but  if  you  canuot 
get  it  you  will  have  to  do  without  it,  or  you  must 
wait. 

8106.  You  think  that  the  wife  is  entitled  to 
her  share  of  it  ? — Certainly  I do. 

8107.  What  are  you  afraid  of? — The  tempta- 
tion ; she  would  get  it  privately,  by  bringing  it 
in  overnight.  Many  women  who  perhaps  never 
would  take  it  would  take  it. 

8108.  Is  not  the  public-house  a temptation  to 
the  men  ? — No  doubt  it  is. 

8109.  And  the  clubs? — Yes. 

8110.  Then  it  is  one  temptation  against  the- 
other.  Do  not  you  think  there  are  many  cases 
in  which  the  wife  and  family  would  be  a restrain- 
ing influence  over  the  man? — 1 do  not  know 
that. 

8111.  Do  not  you  think  that  many  women  and 
children  are  badly  pinched  because  of  the  drink- 
ing habits  of  the  head  of  the  house,  and  if  it  came 
to  home  drinking  their  influence  would  be  a 
restraining  influence  rather  than  otherwise? — 
I believe  that  many  are  pinched  through  the 
unfortunate  fault  of  the  man  taking  too  much 
drink,  but  I do  not  admit  that  it  is  so  in  the 
majority  of  cases ; it  is  exceptional. 

8112.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  influence  of 
the  wife,  who  would  bO  the  first  to  be  injured  by 
this  drink,  would  be  a restraining  influence  rather 
than  otherwise  ? — I believe  that  women  certainly 
exercise  a restraining  influence  on  their  hus- 
bands. 

8113.  You  believe  that  women  certainly  exer- 
cise a restraining  influence  on  their  husbands  in 
this  matter  ? — No,  not  in  this  matter ; on  very 
large  matters  they  do. 

81 ! 4.  The  greater  includes  the  le3s,  and  if  that 
s s 3 be 
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be  so,  why  should  you  fear  a man  taking  a bottle 
of  porter  or  a couple  of  bottles  of  porter  to  his 
home?— That  I would  not  object  to  at  all.  I 
would  not  have  the  slightest  objection  to  it  in- 
deed. I do  not  know,  only  a man  might  possibly 
bring  a bottle  home  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
contingencies,  and  it  being  there  it  would  be 
taken. 

8115.  Do  not  you  believe  that  Irishmen  gene- 
rally drink  for  good  fellowship,  rather  than  for 
the  love  of  drink  ? — I believe  myself  that  Irish- 
men are  not  drunkards  by  nature. 

8116.  Why  do  you  believe  that  a man  would 
take  home  a stock  of  drink  if  he  was  not  a drunk- 
ard by  nature  ? — To  have  something  to  put  before 
his  friends. 

8117.  Do  not  you  know  that  that  prophecy  was 
indulged  in  before  the  Act  was  passed? — I do 
not  know  what  evidence  was  given  before  upon 
that  point. 

8118.  You  have  not  studied  it  from  that  point 
of  view  ? — No  ; I was  not  in  Dublin  at  the 
time. 

8119.  Coming  to  the  question  of  Saturday 
night  closing,  you  are  not  entitled  to  speak  by 
any  resolution  that  has  been  passed  ? — I am  en- 
titled to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  Trades  Council, 
according  to  the  letter  which  has  been  read 
to-day. 

8120.  That  was  not  a resolution  bearing  directly 
upon  this  question  ? — It  was  a resolution  passed 
at  a public  meeting. 

8121.  Then  I understand  the  working-men 
do  object  to  Saturday  early  closing,  on  the 
ground  that  many  of  those  people  are  paid  on 
Friday  night,  and  many  of  them  early  on  Satur- 
day, and  they  have  money  in  their  pocket,  and 
therefore  to  close  at  ten  o’clock  would  do  them  no 
good  ? — I do  not  believe  it  would. 

8122.  If  they  are  paid  on  Friday  night,  or 
paid  on  Saturday  forenoon,  they  would  have  the 
money  in  their  pocket  all  day  ready  for  the 
market  on  Saturday  night? — Perhaps  the  wives 
may  have  a lot  of  things  to  do. 

8123.  Is  not  this  the  real  reason  for  the  late 
marketing,  that  the  wives  cannot  get  the  money 
in  time  from  their  husbands? — No,  I do  not 
believe  so.  It  may  be  so  in  exceptional  cases. 

8124.  You  object  very  much  to  Dublin  being 
called  a drunken  city  ? — I do. 

8125.  And  you  quoted  a speech  of  mine  in 
support  of  that  ? — Yes. 

8126.  Did  you  read  that  speech? — I did. 

8127.  Did  you  notice  that  the  reference  which 
I made  was  taken  from  a speech  of  Dr.  Grimshaw, 
the  -Registrar  General  for  Ireland,'  who  compiles 
the  statistics  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  who 
made  that  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  artizans’ 
dwellings  ? — I took  it  as  your  speech. 

8128.  Then  you  did  not  notice  that  it  was 
quoted  from  Dr.  Grimshaw,  who  is  a much  more 
important  personage  than  I am,  in  all  respects  ? 
— Certainly  I would  take  his  opinion  with  refer- 
ence to  Ireland  before  I would  take  yours. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8129.  With  regard  to  this  speech,  is  it  within 
your  recollection  that  the  honourable  Member 
made  any  comments  upon  the  figures  of  Dr. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 
Grimshaw  ? — Taking  the  thing  as  a whole,  the 
comments  and  all,  I take  the  whole  of  it  to  be 
Mr.  Russell’s  speech. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8130.  T want  now  to  put  in  your  hand  some 
figures  which  have  been  given  us  by  the  chief 
police  magistrate  in  Dublin.  Do  you  consider 
his  opinion  of  any  value? — Yes,  I would. 

8131.  Mr.  O’Donel  handed  in  a return  of  one 
week’s  drunkenness  in  the.  City  of  Dublin;  I 
will  give  you  the  figures,  and  ask  your  opinion 
about  them.  He  said  that  on  Monday  the  2nd  of 
April  (Easter  Monday)  there  were  52  charges  of 
simple  drunkenness,  and  27  drunk  and  dis- 
orderly; on  Tuesday  the  3rd  of  April  there 
were  40  charges  of  simple  drunkenness,  and  29 
drunk  and  disorderly  ; on  Wednesday  the  4th 
there  were  99  chai-ges  of  simple  drunkenness, 
and  41  drunk  and  disorderly  ; on  Thursday  the 
5t.h  there  were  56  charges  of  simple  drunkenness, 
and  four  drunk  and  disorderly  ; on  Friday  the  6th 
there  were  22  charges  of  simple  drunkenness, 
and  10  drunk  and  disorderly  ; and  on  Saturday 
the  7th  there  were  22  charges  of  simple  drunken- 
ness, and  seven  drunk  and  disorderly,  making  a 
total  of  409  drunk  and  drunk  and  disorderly 
in  one  week  within  the  metropolitan  police  area 
of  Dublin.  What  do  you  think  of  that  ? — I do 
not  consider  it  a bit  extraordinary  in  comparison 
with  other  towns ; I regret  it  all  the  same. 

Mr.  Peier  M‘ Donald. 

8132.  You  mean  considering  the  population  ? 
— Yes,  considering  the  population,  I do  not  con- 
sider it  extraordinary  at  all. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8133.  Are  you  aware  that  if  the  year  was 
totted  up  on  that  basis  it  would  make  a larger 
police  return  for  drunkenness  for  the  city  of 
Dublin  than  for  any  other  city  of  the  same  popu- 
lation in  the  universe  ? — I can  only  answer  it  in 
this  sense,  that  the  police  are  more  vigilant  in 
picking  up  unfortunate  men  in  the  city  of  Dublin 
th  m they  are  in  any  other  towns.  I know  that 
many  men  who  would  be  able  to  get  home,  men 
who,  perhaps,  were  not  inebriated  at  all,  but  only 
a little  bit  knocked  about,  have  been  taken  up. 

8134.  Those  figures  bear  evidence  to  a very 
deplorable  state  of  things  ? — Yes,  T admit  that, 
and  I wish  to  see  it  otherwise. 

8135.  Then  you  agree  with  Mr.  O’Donel  that 
the  drunkenness  of  Saturday  night  in  this  list  is 
worse  than  the  drunkenness  of  the  whole  week  ? 
— Possibly. 

8136.  Do  not  you  know  that  it  has  been 
admitted  by  the  late  secretary  of  the  Publicans’ 
Society,  the  late  Mr.  Dwyer,  that  it  is  more 
general  and  more  fatal  than  the  drunkenness  of 
the  whole  week? — Because  the  men  have  not 
had  the  money  in  the  week,  but  I believe 
that  if  they  can  get  drink  anywhere  that  will  be 
fatal. 

8137.  I ask  you,  is  not  the  Saturday  night 
drunkenness  the  most  fatal  of  the  whole  week  ? 
— Possibly, 

8138.  That  is  all  that  you  are  prepared  to  say? 
— That  is  all  that  I am  prepared  to  say. 

8139.  You 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell—  continued. 

8139.  You  do  not  know  the  returns,  I suppose  ? 
— No,  I do  not. 

8140.  You  have  given  no  attention  to  them  ? 
— No,  I have  not. 

8141.  Taking  the  evidence  as  it  stands,  every 
witness  that  we  have  had  here  present  from  the 
city  of  Dublin  has  given  it  as  their  evidence  that 
the  Saturday  night  drunkenness  is  more  fatal 
than  the  drunkenness  of  the  whole  week,  so  far 
as  the  wages  of  the  working  man  are  concerned  ? 
— Possibly,  because  he  has  the  money  in  his 
pocket  then. 

8142.  Then  we  may  take  it  irom  you  that  the 
working  men  of  Dublin  will  not  sacrifice  one 
hour  of  the  16  that  they  have  on  that  day  for 
drinking  in  order  to  try  to  do  the  slightest  good 
to  their  neighbours  ?— I believe  that  the  working 
men  are  prepared  to  make  the  greatest  sacrifices 
for  what  they  think  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
their  country,  but  we1  do  not  believe  that  closing 
at  an  earlier  hour  would  be  an  advantage ; we 
believe  that  the  results  from  closing  would  be  far 
worse  than  the  benefits  to  be  gained  by  it. 

8143.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Catholic  clergy  of  Dublin  on  the  Satur- 
day night  early  closing  ? — No. 

8144.  Is  your  evidence  directed  against  the 
partial  closing  on  Sundays  as  well  as  the  total 
closing? — I am  instructed  to  oppose  before  this 
Committee  any  alteration  in  the  existing  law. 

8145.  The  existing  law,  you  will  remember, 
involves  total  Sunday  closing  for  the  country  ; 
are  you  instructed  to  oppose  that  ? — I am  only 
instructed  by  the  trades  council  to  oppose  any 
alteration  as  the  measure  stands  at  present. 

Mr.  Peter  Ml  Donald. 

8146.  Your  evidence  is  limited  to  that  entirely? 
— Certainly. 

8147.  The  honourable  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  asked  the  question  as  to  the  number  of 
arrests  ; do  you  consider,  taking  into  account  the 
population  and  the  habits  of  the  people,  that  the 
number  of  arrests  is  far  in  excess  of  other  cities 
in  the  kingdom  ? — I would  put  that  in  this  way : 
If  we  take  Liverpool  or  Manchester  for  instance, 
although  a man  might  be  intoxicated,  he  would 
be  allowed  to  go  home  if  he  could  walk,  although 
he  might  be  in  a far  worse  state  of  drink,  whereas 
in  Dublin,  with  an  officious  police,  if  a man 
stumbles  he  is  taken  up,  where  anywhere  else  he 
would  be  allowed  to  go  home. 

8148.  Did  you  read  the  evidence  of  the 
Recorder  of  Dublin  9 — I did. 

8149.  One  of  his  answers  to  me  was  that  a 
certain  state  of  things  prevailed  in  England,  and 
English  towns  have  not  the  advantage  of  the 
Dublin  metropolitan  jjolice  ? — Your  evidence  is 
in  the  direction  that  the  Dublin  metropolitan 
police  are  more  vigilant,  and  being  more  vigilant, 
consequently  you  are  able  to  show  bigger  results 
at  least  in  the  direction  of  arrests  ? — I put  it  that 
they  are  more  officious. 

8150.  Notwithstanding  their  more  vigilance, 
would  you  consider  that  one  arrest  per  day  in 
every  6,660  of  the  population  would  be  a very 
bad  state  of  things? — .No,  I would  not. 

8151.  The  honourable  Member  for  Darlington 
drew  attention  a while  ago  to  the  fact  which  has 
been  reported,  and  to  statistics  which  have  been 

0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
handed  in,  that  for  the  whole  year,  including  the 
entire  week,  we  had  13,000  and  odd  arrests ; 
dividing  that  by  52  you  get  250  arrests  for  the 
week ; that  would  mean  on  the  average  36  a 
day,  and  as  the  population  of  Dublin  is  beyond 
240,000,  dividing  that  by  36  you  get  6,660 ; in 
other  words,  the  correct  conclusion  is  that  there 
is  one  arrest  per  day  for  every  6,660  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Dublin  ; do  you  consider  that  at  all  an 
extraordinary  result? — I do  not  consider  that 
extraordinary. 

8152.  Is  that  not,  on  the  contrary,  a very 
satisfactory  state  of  things,  instead  of  being 
unsatisfactory  ? — I am  sure  it  is.  I put  it  this 
way : that  the  artizans  of  Dublin  are  in  small 
employment,  and  not  being  able  to  get  the  proper 
food  which  they  should  get,  it  is  easierto  intoxicate 
them  than  elsewhere,  consequently  they  are 
more  liable  to  be  upset  after  a glass  or  two  of 
any  intoxicating  liquor  than  they  would  be  if 
they  could  get  proper  food. 

8153.  What  I want  to  fix  your  attention  on  is 
as  to  what  you  think  of  the  number  of  arrests, 
taking  the  whole  population  into  account  ? — I do 
not  consider  it  anything  extraordinary  at  all ; I 
think  it  is  rather  low. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8154.  Would  that  justify  anybody  in  saying 
that  Dublin  is  a very  drunken  city,  and  in  fact 
the  most  drunken  in  the  whole  universe  ? — On 
the  contrary,  it  would  not. 

Mr.  Peter  Me Donald. 

8155.  You  would  infer  quite  the  reverse  from 
the  figures  which  you  have  put  to  you  ? — Yes. 

8156.  As  to  the  Saturday  closing  of  business 
houses  or  manufacturing  premises,  is  it  not  your 
experience  that  it  is  only  the  manufacturing  pre- 
mises that  close  at  two  o’clock  ? — Yes  ; a walk  up 
George-street  any  Saturday  night  would  let  you 
see  that  the  business  premises  were  in  full  fling 
up  to  twelve  o’clock  at  night. 

8157.  Then  are  the  business  houses  doing 
business  not  only  up  to  eleven  but  to  twelve  ? — • 
Yes. 

8158.  And  it  is  only  the  manufacturing  pre- 
mises that  are  closed  at  two  o’clock  ? — Yes;  and 
some  of  the  large  drapers,  and  the  like  of  that. 

8159.  But  in  the  greater  number  of  small 
drapers  in  George-street,  Henry-street,  Mary- 
street,  and  other  places,  boot  shops,  provision 
shops,  and  all  the  butchers’  stalls,  and  so  on,  all 
these  people  are  at  work  ? — Yes,  say  to  half-past 
twelve. 

8160.  I believe  you  are  aware  that  nearly 
every  licensed  publican  in  Dublin  has  a grocery 
trade  attached  to  his  business  ?—  Some  of  them. 

8161.  Have  not  the  greater  number? — I could 
not  say  that. 

8162.  Would  it  not  be  a hardship  to  them  to 
be  obliged  to  close  the  grocery  department  of 
their  business  at  an  earlier  hour  than  they  do  at 
present  ?— Naturally  it  would. 

8163.  And  it  would  be  structurally  inconve- 
nient for  them  so  to  re-arrange  their  premises  as 
to  keep  one  portion  open  and  close  the  other  ? — 
It  would. 

8164.  Your  society  comprises  5,000  men,  does 
it  not? — Yes. 

s s 4 8165.  We 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

8165.  We  have  been  given  to  understand  that 
there  are  35,000  artizans  or  working  men  in  the 
city  of  Dublin  ; you  are  the  voice  of  the  organi- 
sation to  which  you  belong? — Yes. 

8166.  Do  you  think  that  that  opinion  may  be 
equally  expressed  on  the  part  of  the  remaining 
population  ? — I firmly  believe  that. 

8167.  You  were  asked  by  the  honourable 
Member  for  Belfast  whether  your  society  voted 
in  sympathy  with  Home  Rule ; what  is  your 
answer  in  that  regard  ? — That  we  did  vote  for  it, 
believing  that  it  would  be  for  the  advancement  of 
our  country. 

8168.  Do  you  think  that  if  we  had  Home  Rule 
the  spirit  grocers  would  be  treated  a bit  better 
than  they  are  now  ? — I believe  that  they  would 
be  treated  worse. 

8169.  With  regard  to  these  grocers’  assistants, 
of  whom  you  have  been  asked,  have  you  heard 
that  there  was  any  meeting  of  the  grocers’  as- 
sistants to  protest  against  the  existing  state  of 
things  ? — Quite  the  contrary.  I spoke  to  one 
before  I came  away,  and  he  gave  me  the  opinion 
distinctly  that  were  the  Sunday  Closing  Bill  to 
pass  it  would  be  the  means  of  throwing  several  of 
them  out  of  employment. 

8170.  And  you  have  not  seen  any  letter  pub- 
lished in  reference  to  that? — I was  greatly  as- 
tonished to  hear  that  there  was  such  a letter  as 
Mr.  Russell  spoke  of. 

8171.  That  letter  purports  to  come  from  the 
honorary  secretary,  I know  the  gentleman 
thoroughly,  Mr.  J.  M.  White.  It  is  addressed 
to  the  Committee,  “ Mr.  Chairman  and  gentle- 
men ” ; but  he  speaks  for  himself,  if  I may  take 
it  from  the  wording : “ You  will  be  doing  a great 
justice,  not  only  to  the  grocers’  assistants,  but  to 
the  public  at  large,  by  laying  before  the  Select 
Committee,”  so  and  so ; he  does  not  say,  as  you 
Avould  say,  “ I am  authorised  by  my  association 
to  lay  before  the  Committee  their  opinions,”  or 
“ the  following  resolution,  as  passed  by  them  ” ; 
is  not  that  the  usual  form? — Yes;  1 am 
astonished  at  the  letter. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8172.  Would  you  be  astonished  to  hear  that 
he  has  objected  to  Sunday  closing  himself? — I 
should  say  so ; he  is  a publican  himself. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8173.  He  says  that  he  is  in  favour  of  five- 
o’clock  closing  ? — I do  not  know  anything  about 
that. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8174.  Out  of  the  2,000  young  men  who  are 
grocers’  assistants,  you  have  not,  you  say,  heard 
a single  one  speak  against  the  existing  state  of 
things? — Quite  the  contrary;  they  gave  a valid 
reason  for  its  continuance,  and  wished  me  bon 
voyage  over  here. 

8175.  And  most  of  these  young  men  are  hope- 
ful, no  doubt,  that  they  may  be  placed  in  the 
position  of  employers  themselves  ? — I believe  it. 

8176.  And  consequently,  in  view  of  that  hope, 
they  do  not  wish  to  express  any  opinion  to  the 
contrary  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

8177.  One  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
(I  think  it  was  the  honourable  Member  for  South 
Tyrone)  asked  you  whether  young  people,  young 
men  and  girls,  go  into  the  public-houses  in 
Dublin;  is  that  so? — I do  not  believe  that 
any  respectable  publican  would  serve  young  boys 
and  girls. 

8178.  Is  that  your  experience? — I never  saw 
them  do  so. 

8179.  Is  it  your  experience  that  the  drinkers 
in  public-houses  do  not  sit  down  at  all,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  they  stand  at  the  counter? — 
Yes. 

8180.  Then  consequently  it  is  not  true  to  say 
that  young  people,  boys  and  girls,  go  into  the 
public-houses  and  sit  down  to  take  drink  ? — It 
must  be  in  a very  low  public-house ; I do  not 
believe  that  in  any  respectable  houses  it  is  true. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

8181.  You  have  been  asked  a question  with 
regard  to  statistics ; I think  that  it  was  estimated 
that  13,000  arrests  took  place  in  one  year;  will 
you  figure  that  out  and  tell  me  what  proportion 
of  the  total  population,  that  is,  the  whole  popu- 
lation, is  numbered  at  249,000 ; that,  as  I under- 
stand it,  gives  about  one  in  19  of  the  population 
taken  prisoner  for  drunkenness  every  year  ? — I 
answered  that  I do  not  consider  that  extraordi- 
nary, considering  the  officious  police  we  have  to 
deal  with. 

8182.  So  that  if  you  resided  there  30  years 
you  would  expect  to  be  taken  up  yourself? — I 
hope  we  should  both  be  run  in  together. 


Mr.  Francis  A.  O’Keeffe  (a  Member  of  the  House),  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8183.  You  are  one  of  the  Members  for  the 
City  of  Limerick  ?— Yes. 

8184.  And  this  is  your  second  year  of  office  as 
Mayor  of  Limerick? — Yes. 

8185.  May  I ask  you,  to  start  with,  whether 
you  have  any  interest  in  or  connection  with  the 
spirit  trade  ? — None  whatsoever,  either  directly 
or  indirectly. 

8186.  Or  with  the  beer  trade? — No;  I am  a 
solicitor  by  profession  ; l have  no  interest  in  the 
licensed  trade. 

8187.  You  have  no  connection  with  any  other 
business  except  your  own  ?— No. 


Mr.  Peter  Me Donald — continued. 

8188.  Are  you  a native  of  Limerick  ? — Yes,  I 
was  bom  there. 

8189.  And  you  should  know  the  people  of 
Limerick  pretty  intimately  ? — I think  I know 
every  person  , I have  lived  there  all  my  life. 

8190.  Have  you  been  presiding  at  petty 
sessions  during  your  year  of  office  ? — Yes,  for 
the  whole  of  the  last  year,  and  up  so  far  as  we 
have  gone  this  year. 

8191.  And  from  your  experience,  as  the  pre- 
siding magistrate  in  the  city,  would  you  consider 
that  it  is  necessary  to  make  any  change  in  the 
existing  law  with  regard  to  the  licensing  system? 

— I do 
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— I do  not  think  my  experience  there  would 
warrant  me  in  giving  replies  of  that  kind ; but, 
speaking  from  memory,  I should  say  generally 
that  there  is  not  a very  large  number  of  charges 
of  drunkenness  on  the  book.  I speak  from 
memory  ; I do  not  remember,  on  the  average, 
perhaps,  more  than  12  cases  in  the  week.  I 
have  not  the  figures  accurately,  but  that  is  my 
impression.  Very  seldom  I attend  the  morning 
court,  the  police  court ; but  I see  by  the  papers 
that  there  are  often  no  cases  whatever. 

8192.  Limerick  is  one  of  the  exempted  cities, 
is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

8193.  Apart  from  statistics,  do  you  consider 
from  your  knowledge  that  there  is  very  mueh 
drunkenness  in  the  population? — No,  I do  not. 
The  population  is  39,000  in  the  city  : but  within 
the  liberties  of  the  city  the  constituency  is  some- 
thing like  49,000. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

8194.  Independently  of  your  own  opinion, 
founded  upon  your  experience  and  long  know- 
ledge of  Limerick,  have  you  sought  the  opinion 
of  other  representative  men? — Yes,  I have.  I 
have  consulted  clergymen,  medical  men,  and  men 
of  business  in  Limerick,  and  I am  bound  to  say 
that  so  far  as  I can  gather,  the  feeling  of 
Limerick  is  opposed  to  any  change  as  regards 
Sunday  opening  or  closing.  It  is  an  astonishing 
fact  that  it  has  been  before  the  public  of  Limerick 
during  the  past  two  months  that  I was  sum- 
moned here  as  a witness,  and  I have  never  re- 
ceived a single  intimation  from  any  person  giving 
me  their  opinion  or  advice  with  regard  to  the 
advantage  of  curtailing  these  hours  of  opening. 
On  the  contrary,  the  expressions  of  opinion  have 
been  the  other  way. 

8195.  The  great  majority  of  the  curates  who 
mix  with  the  people  there  are  of  the  other 
opinion,  are  they  not  ? — I will  not  say  the  majo- 
rity ; I do  not  know  that ; but  with  regard  to 
clergymen,  and  men  holding  very  important 
positions  in  Limerick  as  parish  priests,  and 
members  of  religious  bodies,  I am  not  speaking  of 
them  as  singling  them  out,  but  this  arose  in 
course  of  conversation  on  other  matters ; I believe 
I am  justified  in  saying  that  they  are  not  in 
favour  of  the  closing  of  public-houses  in  Limerick 
on  Sundays. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8196.  What,  about  Saturdays? — We  will  come 
to  that  afterwards,  if  you  please. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8197.  I believe  that  in  consequence  of  Limerick 
being  an  exempted  city,  and  the  people  having 
the  privilege  of  getting  all  necessary  drink  be- 
tween the  hours  of  two  and  seven  o’clock,  there 
is  not'  much  illicit  sale  in  Limerick,  is  that  so  ? — 
If  you  mean  sliebeening,  I can  only  speak  with 
very  limited  experiencein  that  view  ; but  looking 
back  to  my  petty  sessions,  experience  it  is  very 
seldom  that  cases  come  up  of  charges  of  she- 
beening. 

8198.  But  if  the  public-houses  were  closed 
entirely  on  Sundays  do  you  think  that  that 
healthy  state  of  things  would  continue  ? — I do 
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not.  I believe  that  the  people  who  want  drink 
will  get  it,  and  there  will  be  a supply  created  to 
meet  the  demand. 

8199.  And  do  you  consider  that  the  abuse 
would  arise  in  consequence  of  Sunday  closing 
where  no  such  abuse  now  exists? — I do  un- 
doubtedly. 

Chairman. 

8200.  Have  you  had  much  experience  of  illicit 
sale  out  of  hours  by  publicans  ? — There  would  be 
sometimes  summonses  to  that  effect,  especially 
with  regard  to  opening  before  two  o’clock  and 
keeping  open  after  seven ; but  they  are  generally 
of  a trivial  nature  ; of  a public-house  being  open 
for  only  a matter  of  five  minutes,  and  there  is 
always  defence  of  a clock  being  wrong. 

8201.  You  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  sub- 
stantial violation  of  the  law  ? — I do  not. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8202.  Do  the  policemen  complain  of  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things  ? — No,  not  to  my  knowledge  ; 
I have  private  information  which"  leads  me  to 
believe  that  some  of  the  seijeants  of  police  in 
Limerick,  and  some  of  the  head  constables,  are 
against  Sunday  closing. 

8203.  May  I ask  you  whether  in  your  opinion 
the.  serjeants  and  general  rank  and  file  of  the 
police  have  better  opportunities  of  knowing  the 
existing  state  of  things  than  their  officers? — Yes, 
undoubtedly  they  have  ; they  are  all  told  off  in 
different  stations  ; part  of  their  duty  is  watching 
public-houses;  they  have  not  much  to  do  in 
Limerick. 

8204.  If  the  chief  officer  in  Limerick  gave 
evidence  contrary  to  you  opinion,  do  you  think 
it  would  be  so  reliable  as  that  of  a head  constable 
is  or  that  of  a serjeant? — I take  it  that  he  is 
posted  by  them ; he  is  only  speaking  more  from 
speculation  ; they  would  speak  from  actual  ob- 
servation. 

8205.  Then  the  Committee  may  infer  that  the 
police  in  Limerick  are  not  in  favour  of  total 
Sunday  closing? — Subject  to  the  inquiries  which 
I have  made,  X believe  that  several  policemen  in 
Limerick  are  not  in  favour  of  total  Sunday 
closing. 

8206.  Has  the  Corporation  of  Limerick  ex- 
pressed any  opinion  upon  this  question? — Yes; 
by  an  unanimous  resolution  they  presented  a 
petition  to  this  House,  which  I presented  myself; 
they  are  totally  against  this  contemplated  change 
in  the  law  on  Sunday. 

8207.  Was  that  meeting  convened  duly  by 
notice? — You  may  say  virtually  by  notice,  be- 
cause at  one  meeting  one  of  the  town  councillors 
handed  in  a notice  of  motion  which  appeared 
in  the  newspaper,  and  it  came  on  in  course  of 
time. 

8208.  What  was  the  purport  of  the  resolution 
which  was  unanimously  passed  ? — To  present  a 
petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  against  passing 
the  Sunday  Closing  Bill. 

8209.  Have  the  trades  of  Limerick  expressed 
any  resolution  ? — Yes ; they  forwarded  a resolu- 
tion to  the  same  effect. 

8210.  As  we  asked  Mr.  Nannetti,  a while 
ago,  as  to  the  several  trades,  I might  ask 
you  from  youi;  general  knowledge  what  trades 
formed  this  association ; you  have  not,  of  course, 
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Mr.  Peter  McDonald — continued, 
the  opportunity  that  Mr.  Nannetti  has,  of  being 
so  thoroughly  acquainted  with  them  ? — I think 
in  Limerick  all  the  trades  more  or  less  are  repre- 
sented in  the  association  ; it  is  a body  called  the 
Congregated  ; it  is  a body  which  has  been  a very 
long  time  established  in  Limerick  ; I believe 
they  go  back  before  O’Connell’s  time.  They 
have  considerable  influence  ; I know  that  in  the 
case  of  every  political  demonstration  they  are  the 
nucleus,  by  getting  it  up,  and  they  can  always 
bring  a large  number  of  the  trades.  I believe 
that  they  speak  on  behalf  of  the  trades. 

8211.  Do  they  speak  on  behalf  of  the  general 
body  of  the  working  people  of  Limerick  ? — 
Do  you  mean  by  the  working  classes  the  la- 
bourers ? 

8212.  I mean  the  association  in  general?— I 
think  they  do  with  regard  to  the  trades.  There 
are  a number  of  tradespeople  of  course  who  are 
not  in  that  body. 

8213.  What  trades  belong  to  the  body  ?— Car- 
penters, masons,  tailors,  and  all  the  general 
trades. 

8214.  Dock  labourers  ? — No,  I think  they 
form  another  body  ; I think  they  have  an  asso- 
ciation of  their  own. 

8215.  I will  ask  you,  with  regard  to  the  Satur- 
day evening  question,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to 
the  earlier  closing  of  public-houses  on  Saturday  ? 
— Judging  from  the  opinions  of  the  two  bodies 
which  I have  mentioned  just  now,  the  Limerick 
corporation  and  the  trades,  they  have  gone  to. 
the  same  extent  as  opposing  any  curtailment  of 
the  hours  on  Saturday  night. 

821f>.  For  what  reason  do  they  state  ?— I be- 
lieve they  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  in 
Limerick  for  the  purpose. 

8217.  Is  that  because  there  is  no  abuse  in  the 
present  state  of  things? — Just  so.  I maintain 
that  Limerick  is  one  of  the  soberest  cities  in  Ire- 
land. The  records  of  the  courts  show  very  few 
cases  of  drunkenness,  and  even  the  cases  of 
drunkenness  that  do  come  into  Limerick,  and  are 
credited  to  Limerick  in  some  returns,  do  not 
belong  to  the  city  proper  at  all.  If  I may  just 
mention  that ; it  is  very  important.  Limerick 
has  somewhat  of  a bad  name  in  that  respect,  but 
you  must  know  that  Limerick  is  the  great  capital 
in  the  south  of  Ireland  ; it  has  a large  population 
of  its  own,  of  nearly  40,000.  Now,  on  Saturdays 
and  other  days  there  is  an  influx  from  county 
Clare  right  across  the  river,  and  also  Tipperary  ; 
so  that  on  some  days  in  the  week  there  would  be 
an  immense  number  of  people  in  the  city,  and 
the  drunkenness  arises  amongst  those  country 
people,  and  Limerick  is  credited  with  the  number 
of  those  arrests  and  summonses.  I know  from 
actual  knowledge  of  cases  on  the  book,  that  you 
may  be  summonsing  a man  who  has  come  20 
miles  and  upwards.  A number  ot  those  cases 
occur  on  Saturdays.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  cor- 
poration and  of  the  trades  that  no  change  is 
required  on  Saturday  nights. 

8218.  Do  you  consider  that  a large  number,  if 
not  the  greater  part,  of  the  arrests  for  drunken- 
ness on  Saturday  evening,  is  due  to  the  influx  of 
the  rural  populations  from  neighbouring  counties  ? 
— Yes  ; a number  of  cases  do  occur  in  that  way. 
I will  not  say  the  entire,  but  a great  number. 
And  there  are  also  a number  of  old  offenders, 
habituals,  men  and  women,  that  come  up ; you 


Mr.  Peter  M* Donald — continued, 
will  also  see  the  same  parties  charged  over  and 
over  again. 

8219.  These  are  what  you  call  the  habitual 
drunkards  ? — Yes. 

8220.  And  these  habituals,  whether  male  or 
female,  very  largely  swell  the  statistics  ? — Y es. 

8221.  With  regard  to  Sunday  closing,  would 
you  state  your  special  objections  as  regards  the 
privileges  and  comforts  of  the  people? — It  is  a 
a very  great  invasion  and  violation  of  the  rights 
and  comforts  of  the  people,  and  the  privilege  of 
the  people  to  obtain  legitimate  refreshment.  In 
Limerick  on  Sundays  the  public-houses  are  open 
from  two  to  seven,  and  I have  never  seeu  any 
abuse. 

8222.  Would  you  consider  that  the  authorising 
of  home  drinking  would  be  an  abuse  ? — Yes ; that 
is  laid  special  stress  upon  in  the  views  of  the  cor- 
poration, which  I may  tell  you,  en  passant,  is  a 
body  free  from  any  publican  element.  Although 
there  are  40  members  of  the  corporation,  I do 
not  think  there  are  five  in  that  trade  ; so  that  it 
was  a spontaneous  act  more  or  less  of  the  corpo- 
ration representing  all  the  different  citizens,  and 
they  laid  great  stress  on  the  fact  that  if  you  close 
public-houses  on  the  Sunday  you  will  create 
shebeening,  or  the  bringing  home  of  drink,  which 
may  necessitate  immediate  consumption ; and 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  give  a legitimate 
outlet  for  drink,  where  it  would  not  be  attended 
with  those  evils,  than  to  close  them,  and  rush  to 
evils  that  we  know  not  of. 

8223.  And  I suppose  one  strong  objection  to 
it  would  be,  you  think,  that  when  the  people  are 
already  sober  there  is  no  necessity  for  it  ? — Y es. 
I lay  great  stress  on  that.  In  Limerick  there 
are  immense  confraternies,  I think  there  are 
about  5,000  in  one  confraternity ; and  there  are 
several  temperance  societies,  and  all  those  men 
are  sober  men.  Of  course  the  temperance  men 
do  not  drink  anything  ; but  with  regard  to  the 
confraternities  which  contain  the  bulk  of  the 
labourers  it  would  be  a very  unwarrantable 
stigma  on  all  of  them  to  close  up  all  the  public- 
houses. 

8224.  You  have  heard  Mr.  Irwin,  the  resident 
magistrate,  has  been  examined  ? — Yes. 

8225.  Has  Mr.  Irwin  very  much  experience 
of  Limerick? — Yes;  but  he  has  not  been  much 
at  petty  sessions  last  year  or  this. 

8226.  How  often  do  you  think  he  has  been 
there  ? — I have  missed  him  several  times  he  is 
generally  holding  a crimes  court  or  some  other 
court  when  the  petty  sessions  come  on ; he  has 
been  remarked  for  his  absence. 

8227.  Then  his  experience  lies  more  in  the 
direction  of  carrying  into  effect  the  Crimes  Act, 
as  you  call  it,  than  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  ? — I 
will  not  say  that ; I will  say  that  his  administra- 
tion of  .the  Crimes  Act  has  interfered  with  his 
duties  as  a resident  magistrate.  At  the  same 
time  we  have  got  on  very  well  without  him.  I 
think  that  Mr.  Irwin  himself  would  say  so. 

8228.  You  have  already  told  me  that  you  do 
not  attach  very  much  importance  to  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Jennings,  and  that  you  think  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  police  would  have  a better  opportunity 
of  knowing  the  facts  of  the  case  than  the 
inspector? — I look  upon  Mr.  Jennings’  evidence 
as  of  great  value,  but  he  is  a pure  official.  I see 
that  he  has  only  known  Limerick  for  the  last 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
four  years  ; he  only  knows  a limited  number  of 
people,  and  he  does  not  know  the  feelings  of  the 
people.  I take  his  evidence  as  that  of  an  expert, 
and  the  figures  he  produced  I am  sure  are 
accurate ; I do  not  speak  exactly  to  figures,  but 
from  my  personal  and  actual  observation  too. 

8229.  May  I infer  that  from  the  fact  of  your 
being  a Limerick  man  born,  and  all  your  life 
associated  with  the  people  in  a profession  in  no 
way  connected  with  the  trade,  your  opinion 
would  be  based  upon  more  correct  premises  than 
that  of  a resident  magistrate  who  had  recently 
come  into  the  city,  or  even  of  a sub-inspector  of 
constabulary,  who  has  but  a couple  of  years’ 
experience  of  the  city  ? — That  will  be  for  the 
Committee  to  decide ; 1 have  those  superior  ad- 
vantages of  being  there ; but  Mr.  Irwin  has 
been  a long  time  in  Limerick  I am  bound  to  tell 
you. 

8230.  But,  on  the  whole,  from  your  evidence 
may  I infer  that  you  are  totally  opposed  to  any 
restriction  of  the  existing  hours,  whether  on 
Saturday  or  Sunday  ? — I am  thoroughly  opposed 
to  any  change  in  regard  to  Sunday  closing ; and 
with  regard  to  Saturday  night  I do  not  give  any 
opinion  at  present,  but  I express  the  opinions  of 
the  city  through  its  proper  channel,  the  corpora- 
tion, and  of  the  trades,  as  being  totally  opposed 
to  any  change  with  regal’d  to  Saturday  closing ; 
and  in  that  opinion  I concur.  I do  not  think 
that  the  time  has  arisen  when  it  would  be  oppor- 
tune to  introduce  any  new  legislation  of  that 
restrictive  character  with  regard  to  Sunday 
closing  or  Saturday  earlier  closing. 

8231.  The  bona  fide  traveller  question  has 
been  pretty  often  before  the  Committee ; have 
you  formed  any  opinion  on  that  subject  ? — There 
are  only  two  outlets  from  Limerick  to  which  the 
people  go  on  Sundays.  To  a great  extent  the 
ordinary  working  classes  and  people  there  do  not 
leave  the  town  ; they  may  walk  down  the  banks 
of  the  Shannon,  but  other  people  take  drives  to 
a place  called  Castle  Connell  or  Adare,  and  take 
some  refreshment  there  (and  generally  in  a re- 
spectable hotel);  and  I think  it  would  be  a 
manifest  injustice  and  hardship  if  those  places 
were  closed. 

8232.  And  you  consider  that  it  would  be  in- 
judicious and  inadvisable  to  make  any  change  in 
the  law  with  regard  to  the  bond  fide  traveller  ? — 
Yes,  if  there  is  any  idea  of  changing  the  law. 
The  only  suggestion  that  I have  seen  was  with 
regard  to  lengthening  the  distance. 

Chairman. 

8233.  There  have  been  two  principal  sugges- 
tions before  the  Committee ; one  is  for  extending 
the  distance  from  three  to  five  or  seven  miles, 
and  the  other  is  that  the  exemption  should  not 
be  granted  as  applying  to  all  classes  of  publicans’ 
licenses,  but  only  to  certain  classes  of  houses ; 
and  on  that  point  there  have  been  various  sug- 
gestions. Some  witnesses  have  suggested  that 
exemptions  should  only  be  granted  to  hotels 
with  a certain  number  of  bedrooms ; and  others 
have  suggested  that  they  should  only  be  granted 
to  houses  where  food  was  supplied;  are  you  pre- 
pared to  state  your  opinion  with  regard  to  those 
suggestions? — I have  not  considered  that  point 
accurately  ; but  l would  not  be  in  favour  of  re- 
striction. I think  that  the  question  of  distance 
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is  a trifle  ; it  does  not  matter  whether  a person 
goes  three  or  five  miles  on  a car  or  in  a train. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8234.  How  about  a person  walking? — In 
Limerick,  if  you  walk  three  miles,  there  is . no 
place  where  you  can  get  drink.  There  is  no 
special  place  within  three  miles. 

Mr.  Peter  Ml Donald. 

8235.  Then  any  alteration  of  the  law  would 
not  affect  the  people  of  Limerick? — I do  not 
think  it  would.  With  regard  to  the  opening  of 
some  hotels  and  closing  others,  I should  be  in 
favour  of  not  drawing  any  distinction  If  you 
open  one  open  them  all. 

8236.  You  know,  I suppose,  most  of  the 
licensed  houses  in  William-street  and  George- 
street  ? — Yes. 

8237 . Is  it  not  a fact  that  almost  every  one  of 
these,  without  exception,  is  in  the  grocery  as 
well  as  the  spirit  trade? — Yes;  I think  they 
are. 

8238.  Would  you  consider  it  inconvenient  to 
the  general  public  to  be  prevented  from  purchas- 
ing their  groceries  at  as  late  an  hour  as  they  can 
at  present? — Yes,  I think  it  would.  I have 
often  noticed  in  Limerick,  in  George-street,  in 
passing  some  of  the  large  houses  there  at  ten 
o’clock  at  night,  you  would  see  the  shops  full  of 
people  buying  groceries  and  those  sort  of  things. 

8239.  And  what  you  state  with  regard  to 
William  and  George  streets  would  equally  apply 
to  other  streets  in  Limerick,  would  it  not? — Yes, 
I am  sure  it  does.  I very  seldom  go  round  the 
whole  town  ; but  they  must  have  their  own 
facilities,  no  doubt. 

8240.  Have  you  heard  the  grocers’  assistants 
complain  of  their  long  hours? — No  ; they  have 
never  made  any  complaint  to  me.  I have  been 
listening  to  the  last  witness’s  evidence,  and  I 
know  this,  that  being  the  mayor,  I have  the  con- 
trol of  the  Town  Hall.  I have  requests  for  lend- 
ing it  for  public  meetings  ; I have  been  asked 
by  the  grocers’  assistants  for  the  use  of  the  Town 
Hall  and  committee  rooms,  and  if  they  had  any 
grievance,  I am  sure  they  would  represent  it  to 
me. 

8241.  This  letter,  which  was  put  to  the  last 
witness,  came  upon  me  with  very  great  surprise ; 
did  it  not  also  come  upon  you  in  the  same  way  ? 
— That  letter  is  from  Dublin.  I do  not  know 
anything  about  Dublin. 

8242.  You  do  not  think  that  such  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  would  be  general  on  the  part  of 
the  grocers’  assistants  in  Limerick? — I have  not 
heard  of  any  such  expression.  I know  a number 
of  the  young  men  there,  and  I never  heard  any 
of  them  complain. 

8243.  Then  I will  ask  you  one  question  more ; 
some  of  my  honourable  friends  on  the  Committee 
have  had  their  fears  raised  on  a certain  question 
as  to  police  interference  or  partiality  arising  from 
certain  causes  ; has  anything  of  that  kind  come 
under  your  notice  ? — Do  you  refer  to  excessive 
vigilance  by  policemen  over  public-houses  ? 

8244.  I would  rather  get  your  opinion  in 
general.  Do  the  police,  in  other  words,  on  every 
occasion  discharge  their  duty  impartially  ? — That 
is  a very  great  question ; I would  be  here  all  night 
if  I commenced  upon  it. 
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8245-6.  So  far  as  you  know,  how  is  the  Act 
administered;  are  you  aware  of  any  cases  of 
partiality  or  otherwise  ? — I have  heard  some 
complaints  through  people  saying  that  they  are 
over  duly  harassed  by  policemen,  and  having 
unnecessary  summonses  brought  against  them. 
From  what  cause  that  arises  I am  not  in  a posi- 
tion to  state.  But  from  political  reasons  there 
are  cases  of  objections  to  the  renewal  of  licenses. 
In  a city  like  Limerick  I could  scax-cely  single 
out  particular  cases ; that  would  be  more  in  a 
small  town  or  village. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

8247.  Have  the  police  taken  more  notice  and 
behaved  more  strictly  with  regard  to  publicans 
known  to  be  strongly  Nationalists  than  with 
regard  to  others? — No  doubt  they  have ; lam 
not  in  a position  to  give  special  instances,  but  I 
could  give  some  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8248.  Have  you  had  complaints  that  Nation- 
alist publicans  have  not  been  fairly  treated  ; that 
is  what  we  want  to  know? — If  you  mean  with 
regard  to  the  direct  application  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act,  my  experience  on  that  is  very 
limited,  because  the  public-houses  are  open  in 
Limerick,  and  I do  not  wish  to  speak  for  the 
country  districts.  The  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  police  would  be  only  in  Limerick. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

8249.  Is  it  more  likely  that  these  complaints 
would  arise  in  the  rural  districts  rather  than  in 
the  city? — Yes. 

8250.  And  you  have  heard  of  complaints  which 
you  consider  reliable  of  such  instances  in  the 
rural  districts? — Yes,  and  no  doubt  if  I had 
thought  that  the  question  would  come  up  I might 
have  been  able  to  give  specific  cases. 

8251.  You  give  the  information  which  you 
have  received,  and  which  came  from  what  you 
consider  to  be  a reliable  source? — Yes. 

8252.  And  you  thoroughly  believe  what  has 
been  reported? — I do  believe  that  in  certain 
cases  there  have  been  such  things  done. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

8253.  Do  you  think  that  the  working  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  in  Ireland  as  at  present  con- 
stituted in  the  country  districts  has  worked  well? 
— I believe  that  so  far  as  getting  drink  on 
Sunday  is  concerned  it  can  be  got  all  over  Ire- 
land at  present. 

8254.  And  you  are  not  in  favour  of  any  altera- 
tion in  the  law  in  the  country  districts  ? — There 
is  total  Sunday  closing  all  over  Ireland  with  the 
exception  of  five  cities. 

8255.  Then  you  would  leave  the  law  as  it  is  ? 
—Yes. 

8256.  Your  objection  on  the  whole  is  to  extend- 
ing it  to  the  other  towns? — Yes,  to  large  towns, 
where  you  have  a large  working-class  population 
at  work  all  the  week. 

8257.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  public-houses 
might  be  closed  more  or  less  on  Sundays? — 
That  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  people  whom  I 
represent. 

8258  "What  is  your  own  opinion? — I am  in 


[ Continued . 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued, 
favour  of  leaving  the  law  as  it  is,  from  two  o’clock 
to  seven. 

Mr.  Agy-Gardner. 

8259.  With  regard  to  the  bond  fide  traveller,  I 
do  not  quite  understand  whether  you  are  opposed 
to  the  extension  of  the  distance  ? — No,  I am  not 
opposed  to  it ; I do  not  think  that  it  is  a matter 
of  much  importance  whether  it  is  three  miles  or 
five  miles ; I would  not  be  in  favour  of  seven 
miles  ; that  is  a very  long  distance  in  Ireland. 

8260.  That  is  only  with  regard  to  Limerick ; 
you  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  any  hardship 
in  other  places? — I do  not  see  any  overwhelming 
reason  why  the  present  law  should  be  repealed  ; 
I suppose  that  when  three  miles  were  struck  at 
the  commencement  it  was  done  for  a good  reason. 
I am  not  aware  of  anything  that  would  lead  me 
to  suggest  any  change. 

Mi-.  Jacoby. 

8261.  I should  like  to  get  a few  answers  from 
you  generally  on  the  question  of  fairness  as 
shown  in  the  administration  of  the  Act.  You 
have  stated  to  the  Committee  that  you  have 
heard  complaints  from  certain  Nationalist  publi- 
cans respecting  their  treatment  ? — Yes. 

8262.  And  with  regard  to  those  complaints 
have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  investigating  the 
charges  that  have  been  brought  against  the 
police? — I have  not  investigated  any  of  them, 
but  I know  that  often  in  Limerick  charges  are 
brought  against  local  publicans  for  keeping  their 
houses  open  after  time.  Several  of  the  defen- 
dants have  always  alleged  that  the  policemen  are 
down  on  them  because  they  are  biassed  against 
them. 

8263.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  accountable 
for  by  the  political  opinions  which  the  publicans 
hold  ? — Not  in  the  particular  case  to  which  you 
are  alluding  now,  but  there  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  in  the  administration  of  the  Licensing 
Act,  as  regards  the  devolution  of  titles,  or  in 
cases  of  transfer  where  there  is  a death,  and  the 
carrying  out  of  the  renewal  of  the  certificate,  the 
political  element  does  very  largely  enter  into  it, 
and  the  police  in  rural  districts  do  make  this  an 
engine  of  oppression  against  a number  of  publi- 
cans. I was  up  in  the  County  Limerick  Gaol 
last  week. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8264.  Not  as  a prisoner,  I hope? — No,  I am  a 
visiting  justice  there.  I want  to  give  a case  of 
what  I believe  to  be  a terrible  case  of  police  in- 
terference with  a publican  in  County  Clare. 

Chairman. 

8265.  Was  that  under  the  administration  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act? — No,  it  is  not  limited 
to  that;  but  it  is  connected  with  it,  because  pro- 
bably a jiart  of  the  man’s  trade  will  be  affected 
by  the  Sunday  closing  regulations  afterwards ; 
and  if  you  cut  off  his  source  of  supply  by  depriv- 
ing him  of  his  license  he  cannot  trade  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

8266.  But  the  charge  made  is  against  a partial 
administration  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  by  the 
police  ; that  is  to  say,  that  they  have  prosecuted 
Nationalist  publicans,  whilst  they  have  allowed 

others 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
others  to  break  the  law  with  impunity.  Now, 
has  the  evidence  which  you  are  about  to  give  any 
reference  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  which  we 
are  inquiring  into? — No,  not  directly;  but  I 
should  like  to  put  a case  before  the  Committee  as 
one  in  which  I am  warranted  in  saying  that  the 
police  do  unnecessarily  interfere.  I was  explain- 
ing that  I did  not  expect  my  examination  to  take 
this  turn,  or  I would  have  got  this  evidence. 

Chairman. 

8267.  I am  afraid  we  must  confine  our  evi- 
dence strictly  to  the  administration  of  this  parti- 
cular Act  ? — Very  good. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8268.  "With  regard  to  one  other  point,  I take 
it  that  in  your  opinion  generally  there  has  been 
some  partiality  shown  with  regard  to  prosecutions 
as  regards  Nationalist  publicans : — Yes,  I believe 
that. 

8269.  What  hour  would  you  suggest  to  the 
Committee  would  be  the  proper  hour  at  which  to 
close  on  Saturday  night  ? — The  opinions  that  have 
been  expressed  to  me  are  in  favour  of  continuing 
the  hours  as  they  are,  that  is  to  say,  till  eleven 
o’clock. 

8270.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  in  the 
interest  of  temperance  to  keep  the  houses  open 
till  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday  night  ? — I have 
not  seen  much  drunkenness  in  Limerick  on  a 
Saturday  night.  As  to  the  total  number  of 
arrests,  I think  that  Mr.  Jennings  lays  it  down 
that  in  1874  there  were  168  ; that  is  between 
8 a.m.  on  Sundays  and  8 a.m.  on  Mondays ; that 
would  be  168  in  1874,  162  in  1875,  and  so  on. 
Then  he  comes  down  to  140.  That  would  be 
only  about  three  a week. 

8271.  .Respecting  Sundays,  you  are,  I under- 
stand, not  in  favour  of  altering  the  law  at  all  ? — 
No,  I am  not. 

8272.  Is  there  any  shebeening  in  Limerick; 
Not  that  I am  aware  of;  there  have  been  a few 
cases. 

8273.  A re  there  any  bogus  clubs? — No,  not 
that  I am  aware  of.  There  are  several  clubs  in 
the  city,  but  I am  not  aware  of  any  bogus  club. 

Chairman. 

8274.  You  said,  I think,  with  reference  to  a 
question  which  was  asked  by  the  honourable 
Member  who  examined  you  last  as  to  any  partial 
administration  of  the  Act  that  your  own  personal 
knowledge  consisted  chiefly  in  this : that  some 
of  the  persons  on  being  prosecuted  before  you, 
set  up  a defence  that  it  was  for  political  motives 
that  they  were  persecuted  by  the  police  ? — I will 
not  say  that  it  was  political,  but  that  there  was 
undue  pressure  by  the  police  in  individual  cases. 

8275.  In  those  individual  cases  which  came 
before  you,  did  you  find,  as  a rule,  that  the  charge 
was  well-founded;  did  you  convict  these  men  as 
a rule  ? — Generally  the  cases  were  of  a very 
trivial  nature  : cases  of  keeping  open  on  Sunday 
a little  too  long,  or  cases  where  a servant  would 
send  to  bring  in  liquor ; some  cases  of  that  kind, 
i new  saw  any  habitual  desire  to  evade  the 
licensing  laws  in  Limerick. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Tuite. 

8276.  I think  you  stated  that  the  Corporation 
passed  a resolution  against  total  Sunday  closing  ? 

8277.  Is  there  not  a very  large  proportion  of 
publicans  on  the  Corporation? — No,  only  five. 

8278.  Although  there  is  not  a large  proportion 
on  the  Corporation,  is  there  not  a very  large  pro- 
portion on  the  register  that  elect  them  ?— Yes  ; I 
do  not  think  they  were  elected  together  in  con- 
cert ; I do  not  think  there  was  the  least  con- 
sultation between  the  electors  and  the  members 
of  the  Corporation. 

8279.  Would  they  not  naturally  like  to  carry 
out  the  views  of  those  who  elected  them  ? — Yes'; 
but  five  would  have  no  voice  in  a body  of  40. 

8280.  I am  speaking  of  those  on  the  register  ? 
— Yes;  no  doubt  they  would. 

8281.  What  proportion  does  the  publican 
interest  represent  on  the  register? — There  are 
300  public-houses  in  Limerick ; I do  not  think 
that  of  that  300  public-houses  there  are  more 
than  ] 50,  if  that,  on  the  borough  register. 

8282.  That  is  a large  proportion,  is  it  not  ? — I 
am  sure  that  I am  well  above  the  number.  The 
borough  register  qualification  in  Limerick  is  a 
high  one ; it  is  10  /. ; the  people  there  do  not 
always  pay  their  rates  in  time ; they  must  pay 
before  the  31st  August,  and  they  do  not  pay  till 
after  that  time,  so  that  the  registry  in  Limerick  is 
dwindled  down  very  much. 

8283.  Although  there  are  only  160  publicans 
on  the  register,  are  there  not  others  indirectly 
interested  in  the  trade  on  the  register  ? — Yes, 
there  are. 

8284.  Therefore  the  majority  between  those 
directly  and  those  indirectly  interested  in  the 
trade  are,  of  course,  in  the  publican  interest  ? — I 
would  not  say  that  by  any  means.  I thoroughly 
believe  that  the  action  of  the  Corporation  was 
spontaneous  ; it  was  not  worked  on  by  any  pub- 
licans. The  resolution  was  proposed  by  a gentle- 
man in  the  bacon  trade,  and  seconded  by  another 
solicitor  in  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8285.  And  totally  outside  of  any  trade  inter- 
ference ? — I believe  so. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

8286.  Still  the  fact  cannot  be  denied  that  on 
the  register  from  which  the  Corporation  of 
Limerick  is  elected,  a large  proportion  are 
either  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the 
spirit  trade? — I would  not  say  that.  There 
must  be  over  100  on  the  register,  but  if  you  will 
reserve  the  question,  I will  let  you  know  after 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

8287.  You  have  been  asked  in  regard  to  the 
opinions  of  the  serjeants  and  rank-and-file  of  the 
police  with  reference  to  this  question  of  Sunday 
closing,  I think  by  the  honourable  Member  for 
Sligo.  Is  it  not  your  experience  that  a very 
considerable  proportion  of  the  police  pensioners 
afterwards  become  publicans? — Yes,  they  seek 
for  a licence,  but  the  magistaates  are  not  very 
much  inclined  to  grant  them. 

8288.  Of  the  300  publicans  in  Limerick,  how 

T X 3 many 
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Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

many  do  you  think  are  ex-policemen  ? — I have 
not  the  remotest  idea. 

8289.  A considerable  number  of  them  are,  are 
they  not? — Yes,  I daresay  some  of  them  are. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8290.  Do  you  know  the  opinions  of  the  two 
Bishops  upon  this  question  ? — From  what  I judge 
I presume  that  Dr.  O’Dwyer  is  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing. 

8291.  You  nave  not  seen  his  letter? — Yes,  I 
have. 

8292.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Graves? 
—No. 

8293.  You  have  not  seen  his  letter,  perhaps  ? 
—No. 

8294.  You  have  315  public-houses  in  Limerick? 
— So  I see  by  Mr.  Jennings’  evidence. 

8295.  And  40  members  in  the  corporation? 
—Yes 

8296.  Have  you  the  slightest  idea  as  to  the 
strength  of  your  municipal  register? — Do  you 
mean  the  number? 

8297.  Yes  ? — 1 think  it  is  below  600. 

8298.  You  have  600  municipal  electors  in  the 
city  of  Limerick,  and  you  have  315  public- 
houses?-  I believe  it  is  well  under  600. 

8299  You  say  that  the  municipal  register  is 
under  600? — Yes. 

8300.  And  that  you  have  in  the  City  of 
Limerick  315  public-houses? — Yes. 

8301.  Every  one  of  these  public-houses,  I 
presume,  is  entitled  to  be  on  the  register  ? — Of 
course. 

8302.  Of  course  they  may  be  cleared  off  for 
non-payment  of  rates ; but  whether  the  houses 
are  held  by  men  or  women  they  are  entitled  to 
be  on  the  register? — Women  have  no  votes  for 
the  corporation,  they  have  for  the  poor  law,  but 
not  for  the  corporation. 

8303.  Taking  that  fact  as  it  stands,  given  a 
municipal  register  of  600  electors  and  315  public- 
houses,  is  it  very  surprising  that  the  corporation 
should  be  against  legislation  on  this  subject  ? — 
That  is  the  fact.  I think  the  law  requires  that 
we  must  have  14  l.  rating. 

8304.  No,  the  law  requires  no  such  thing ; 
there  is  no  rating  for  a public-house  ? — I did  not 
know  that.  A wholesale  license  requires  a 14  /. 
qualification. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Dona/d. 

8305.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  the 
license  is  regulated  by  the  amount  of  the  rate  ? 
— Yes,  it  is  to  the  Excise;  but  I want  to  disabuse 
the  Committee  of  the  notion  that  the  electors  of 
Limerick  have  in  any  way  acted  on  the  covpora- 
tion  as  regards  the  passing  of  that  resolution : 
they  have  done  nothing  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

8306.  May  not  many  of  these  public-houses 
be  occupied  by  women  ? — They  are ; and  another 
thing  is  this : that  there  are  a number  of  public- 
houses  in  Limerick,  40  or  50,  which,  though 
nominally  public -houses,  are  eating-houses,  to 
which  people  come  in  from  the  country  on  Satur- 
day and  put  up  their  horses. 

8307.  So  that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  allega- 
tion that  the  corporation  represents  the  publicans 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
and  the  publicans  only,  and  that  their  representa- 
tion is  biassed  ? — If  that  representation  were  laid 
before  the  people  of  Limerick  they  would  laugh 
at  it ; the  public-house  element  is  totally  un- 
known. 

8308.  The  House  of  Commons  may  not  laugh 
at  it;  we  want  it  cleared  up  ; are  there  any  other 
corporate  electors  except  publicans  in  Limerick  ? 
— Certainly,  the  great  majority  of  them. 

8309.  The  great  majority  of  the  electors  are 
not  publicans? — The  immense  preponderance. 

8310.  The  drift  of  your  examination  of  the 
last  five  minutes  is  to  show  that  the  only  elec- 
tors are  publicans  ? — That  is  not  my  evidence. 

8311.  And  there  are,  you  say,  other  corporate 
electors  in  Limerick  besides  publicans? — Yes. 

8312.  Drapers  and  people  engaged  in  various 
businesses,  I suppose  ? — Yes. 

8313.  And  people  living  in  private  houses  and 
not  engaged  in  business  at  all  ? — Yes. 

8314.  As  a matter  of  fact  the  corporation  are 
not  a biassed  corporation,  so  far  as  the  liquor 
trade  is  concerned  ? — Certainly: 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8315.  One  word  on  this  same  question;  is 
there  any  connection  whatever  as  between  the 
electorate  and  the  number  of  public-houses? — 
None  whatever. 

8316.  The  electorate  is  dependent  on  the 
qualification  and  on  the  law  relating  to  it? — 
Quite  so. 

8317.  And  the  number  of  public-houses  is 
entirely  dependent  upon  the  will  and  assent  of 
the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions?— Quite  so. 

8318.  Hence  it  would  be  totally  inaccurate  to 
draw  any  conclusion  as  to  a connection  between 
the  two  things,  the  electors  and  the  number  of 
public-houses?  — Quite  so  ; the  corporation  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  number  of  public -houses 
one  way  or  the  other. 

8319.  If  the  electors  in  Limerick  exercised 
this  power  in  the  publican  direction,  would  you 
not  have  . a great  many  more  than  five  represented 
on  the  corporation  ? — I should  imagine  so ; they 
form  no  party  in  the  corporation  at  all. 

8320.  And  the  fact  of  having  so  very  few  in 
the  corporation  proves  that  there  is  no  undue 
influence  as  between  the  electorate  and  the  spirit 
trade  ? — There  is  no  connection  whatever  between 
them. 

Mi-.  Jaeoby. 

8321.  What  is  the  municipal  qualification  in 
Limerick  ? — £.8  or  10  /.,  I forget  which. 

Chairman. 

8322.  It  is  one  of  those  municipalities  which 
is  under  the  old  law  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

8323.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  rate- 
able values  of  the  public-houses  in  Limerick? — 
They  are  of  all  sizes ; they  go  down  to  1 0 /., 
and  in  Patrick-street  there  might  be  some  even 
of  300 1. 

8324.  Are  there  any  below  the  rateable  value? 
— I should  say  not.  The  police  are  always 
inspecting,  and  they  must  satisfy  the  magis- 
trates as  to  the  suitability  of  the  qualification. 
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Mr.  John  A.  Byrne,  m.d.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8325.  You  are,  I believe,  a member  of  the 
medical  profession  ? — Yes. 

8326.  You  live  in  Dublin? — Yes. 

8327.  And  you  have  been  there  all  the  time 
you  have  been  in  the  profession  ? — Yes,  alto- 
gether. 

8328.  You  have  other  qualifications,  have  you 
not;  you  are  a Bachelor  of  Medicine  of  the 
University? — Yes;  I am  also  a Licentiate  of  the 
Dublin  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  a Licen- 
tiate of  the  King  and  Queen’s  College  of  Physi- 
cians in  Dublin. 

8329.  Are  you  a member  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Medicine  of  Ireland  ? — Yes. 

8330.  And  are  you  special  surgeon  to  St. 
Vincent’s  Hospital  ? — Yes. 

8331.  And  are  you  medical  officer  to  the  Grand 
Canal-street  Dispensary? — Yes. 

8332.  What  is  the  population  of  the  district  for 
which  you  are  medical  officer  ? — The  population 
is  from  40,000  to  43,000. 

8333.  How  long  have  you  been  officiating  in 
this  district  ? — Twenty-eight  years. 

8334.  During  that  time  you  must  have  had 
many  opportunities  of  observing  the  habits  of  the 
people  ? — Yes ; I have  had  a good  deal  of  oppor- 
tunity. 

8335.  What  class  of  people  live  in  that  dis- 
trict?— There  is  a large  labouring  class;  nearly 
all  the  coal  labourers  live  there ; almost  all,  I 
should  say,  because  the  district  extends  from 
O’Connell  Bridge  down  to  Ring’s  End  along  the 
river  side,  and  a great  number  of  labourers  are 
employed  in  chemical  works,  the  gas  factory  and 
bakeries,  and  other  manufactories;  and  also  there 
are  extensive  builders  in  the  locality. 

8336.  The  workmen  in  these  factories  and 
places  work  very  long  hours,  do  they  not ; they 
work  on  Sundays  ? — Yes,  they  work  on  Sundays. 

8337.  I suppose  they  have  very  severe  labour 
to  perform,  very  hard  labour  ? — The  nature  of 
their  labour  is  very  severe,  in  my  opinion.  They 
have  to  work  in  large  chambers  with  hot  fur- 
naces, and  they  are  in  a state  of  almost  nudity 
for  working.  A nd  their  work  consists  in  constantly' 
heaving  coals  into  those  furnaces  and  extracting 
it  by  long  iron  rods;  and  there  are  no  windows 
in  these  places,  but  instead,  large  open  spaces, 
and  those  men  are  exposed  to  draughts.  Their 
labour  is  very  severe,  and  I have  seen  them  at 
work  frequently. 

8338.  Do  many  of  these  men  work  on  Sunday  ? 
—I  am  informed  about  400  or  500. 

8339.  Rather  more  than  that  in  winter,  I 
suppose  ? — Yes,  in  winter  more. 

8340.  Do  these  men  drink  porter  ? — I am  in- 
formed that  they  do. 

8341.  Where  do  they  get  it  on  Sunday?- — 
I suppose  at  the  public-house  after  two  o’clock. 

8342.  Do  they  get  any  porter  before  two  o’clock? 
— I presume  they  do ; I have  heard  that  they  do. 

8343.  Where  do  they  get  it  before  two  o’clock  ? 
— I have  been  informed  that  numbers  of  them 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
get  porter  in  shebeen  houses,  or  private  un- 
licensed places  (whatever  term  you  may  give  it). 

8344.  Do  they  get  it  in  a pure  and  unadul- 
terated manner  from  these  people? — I should  tell 
the  Committee  that  the  way  in  which  I became 
acquainted  with  that  particular  point  was  this  : 
a gentleman  who  is  deceased,  speaking  on  the 
matter,  told  me  that  the  porter  which  was  sold  in 
the  shebeen  houses  was  largely  adulterated  with 
salt  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  men  very 
thirsty  in  order  that  they  might  drink  more. 

8345.  And  the  man  who  told  you  that  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing? — He  was  the  head 
clerk  in  the  gasworks;  he  is  dead. 

8346.  That  would  not  occur,  of  course,  if  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  getting  the  porter  from  a 
respectable  publican? — No,  I should  say  not;  I 
should  say  that  a respectable  publican  would  not 
adulterate  his  porter  with  salt. 

8347.  Do  you  think  that  if  these  public-houses 
continued  to  be  closed  all  day,  as  they  are  up  to 
two  o’clock,  these  men  would  be  obliged  to  get 
the  porter  they  required  in  shebeen  houses,  the 
owners  of  which  adulterate  it? — I should  say  so. 
Where  else  could  they  get  it  ? 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8348.  How  many  men  are  there  employed  in 
the  gas  works  on  Sunday  ? — I am  told  about 
400,  and  more  in  winter. 

8349.  Do  they  have  a Sunday  off,  or  do  they 
have  to  work  every  Sunday  ? — That  I cannot 
say ; I cannot  say  whether  each  man  works  con- 
stantly or  whether  he  gets  relief. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8350.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  a hard- 
ship to  deprive  these  men,  and  working  men 
generally,  on  Sunday  of  getting  a drink  of  good 
nutritious  porter? — 1 do;  that  is  my  opinion. 

8351.  You  do  not  think  that  it  is  any  detri- 
ment to  a man’s  health  to  drink  porter  in  modera- 
tion ? — Certainly  not. 

8352.  As  to  the  people  whom  you  work 
amongst  in  pursuit  of  your  profession,  do  you 
think  that  they  are  addicted  much  to  drunken- 
ness ? — I think  the  fact  of  drunkenness  as  re- 
gains Dublin,  and  I speak  more  particularly  of 
the  places  where  I am  in  the  habit  of  seeing  the 
people,  is  greatly  exaggerated. 

8353.  Then  the  vast  number  of  people  amongst 
whom  you  work  make  not  an  improper  use  of  the 
public-house? — So  far  as  I see  1 do  not  think 
they  do  make  an  improper  use. 

8354.  And  you  have  been  in  the  district  at  all 
hours  of  the  night  and  day  ? — I have  been  in  the 
district  at  all  hours  of  the  night  and  day. 

8355.  I suppose  there  are  some  disgraceful 
scenes  there? — Yes;  I have  occasionally  seen 
some  very  disgraceful  scenes  of  drunkenness,  no 
doubt. 

8356.  But  speaking  generally  there  is  not  much 
drunkenness  ? — Not  much. 

8357.  From  the  nature  of  the  employments  of 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
these  men,  I suppose,  it  would  be  expected  that 
they  would  drink  over  much,  occupied  as  they 
are  in  exhausting  occupations? — I think  that 
they  are  just  the  class  of  people  who,  if  they 
were  inclined  to  be  drunk,  would  have  the  best 
excuse  for  it,  from  what  I have  seen  of  these 
unfortunate  men. 

8358.  But  as  a matter  of  fact  they  are  not 
addicted  to  drunkenness? — They  are  not  addicted 
to  it.  Of  course  there  are  cases  where  drunken- 
ness does  occur  ; but  I am  speaking  now  of  the 
class  of  the  large  labouring  population  ; there  is 
not  that  amount  of  intemperance  or  drunkenness 
which  you  might  expect. 

8359.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  state  of 
sobriety  ? — I think  there  are  a variety  of  circum- 
stances which  conduce  to  contribute  to  it.  I 
think,  in  the  first  instance,  that  the  public  mind  is 
being  more  educated  to  the  necessity  of  temper- 
ance, not  drinking  so  much ; and  then  there  is 
the  fact  that  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  are 
constantly  preaching  temperance  to  the  people. 
Then  there  is  another  very  strong  fact  that  I am 
aware  of  myself  as  being  a Roman  Catholic:  that 
numbers  of  these  tradesmen  and  labouring  people 
have  formed  confraternities,  and  what  they  call 
Sodalities  amongst  themselves;  aud  one  of  the 
essential  rules  of  those  Sodalities  is  temperance. 

8360.  Then  you  think  that  these  are  more 
effectual  that  any  law  that  may  be  passed  by 
the  Legislature  lor  promoting  temperance? — I 
think  it  is  the  only  way  to  do  it. 

8361.  You  have  not  much  faith  in  law  or 
coercive  measures? — 1 have  no  faith  in  coercive 
measures  in  making  people  temperate. 

8362.  I asked  a while  ago  whether  you  thought 
it  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  people  to  use 
porter  ; what  is  the  opinion  of  the  people  them- 
selves with  regard  to  this  class  of  drink,  porter 
and  stout?— The  opinion  of  the  people  is  that 
porter  is  very  nutritious. 

8363.  And  a sort  of  food  ? — I have  been  asking 
people  connected  with  the  trade  what  the  people 
prefer,  and,  so  far  as  I can  see,  there  is  not  a 
great  deal  of  whiskey  drunk  among  the  trading 
people  or  the  artizan  class  ; it  is  chiefly  porter  ; 
and  I am  even  told  that  they  are  extremely  par- 
ticular as  to  the  brand  of  the  porter  they  drink ; 
they  require  the  very  best  brand. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8364.  Whose  porter  do  they  drink  chiefly  ? — 

I have  heard  the  name  of  Guinness  mentioned 
very  largely. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

8365.  The  fact  is,  that  they  are  so  fastidious 
in  their  taste  that  they  avoid  the  houses  where 
the  cart  of  any  other  brewery  stops  but  that  of 
Guinness?— I have  also  heard  the  name  of 
another  brewery,  the  Phoenix,  very  highly 
spoken  of. 

8366.  Have  you  an  opinion  on  this  matter 
yourself,  with  regard  to  porter  being  a food  for 
the  people? — The  porter  appears,  taken  in  mo- 
derate quantities,  to  be  a food,  because  it  con- 
tains large  quantities  of  gluten  and  sugar,  with  a 
very  small  proportion  of  alcohol.  I am  speaking- 
now  of  the  ordinary  porter  that  is  drunk ; I do 
not  speak  of  the  special  porters  brewed  for  ex- 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
portation,  which  contain  a larger  quantity  of 
alcohol. 

8367 . From  your  experience  (and  your  opinion 
is  worth  a great  deal  on  this  point),  taken  in  con- 
nection with  that  of  the  last  witness,  if  it  were 
said  that  Dublin  was  an  excessively  drunken 
city,  would  that  be  a misrepresentation  in  your 
opinion  ? — I think  so. 

8368.  The  people  do  not  deserve  to  be  stigma- 
tised as  drunken  people? — I think  not. 

8369.  Or  the  city  as  the  most  drunken  city 
in  the  universe  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

8370.  On  what  do  you  ground  that  opinion? — 
I.  ground  it  on  the  fact  that  I have  not  seen  the 
drunkards,  in  the  first  place,  amongst  the  people 
that  I have  been  visiting.  I have  seen  drunkards, 
no  doubt ; but  I mean  to  say  that  the  whole 
mass  of  the  population  in  the  district  are  not 
drunkards. 

8371.  What  does  the  registration  of  deaths 
show  ? — That  is  another  important  circumstance 
which  I do  not  think  has  been  alluded  to  yet.  In 
my  official  duties  I happen  to  be  compelled  to 
fill  the  duty  of  the  registrar  of  births  and 
deaths,  and  I think  that  the  average  number  for 
the  year  in  all  that  district  is  1,000  deaths, 
perhaps  up  to  1,100  sometimes,  and  the  deaths 
from  alcoholism  (of  course  alcoholism  is  a very 
extensive  term  which  includes  delirium  tremens) 
are  very  few  in  number,  in  fact,  almost  infini- 
tesimal. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8372.  You  would  not  include  delirium  tremens 
under  that  alcoholism  ? — Delirium  tremens.is  one 
of  the  results  of  alcoholism. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8373.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  percentage  of 
deaths  per  1,000? — I should  say  perhaps  not 
two. 

Chairman. 

8374.  Of  which  delirium  tremens  had  been 
returned  as  the  cause  of  death? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8375.  That  is  with  regard  to  delirium  tremens 
only  ? — Yes.  There  is  another  circumstance 
also  which  I might  mention  perhaps ; that  if 
alcoholism  be  the  prevailing  disease  which  kills 
the  people,  aud  be  a very  broadly  recognised  dis- 
ease, the  Registrar  General,  who  is  a man  of 
great  information,  ability,  and  experience,  would 
certainly,  in  his  return  of  the  registration  for 
deaths,  have  opened  a column  for  deaths  from 
alcoholism;  but  in  looking  over  the  Registrar 
General’s  returns  I think  you  will  find  that 
there  is  very  little  importance  attached  to  the 
subject. 

8376.  If  it  were  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  this  Committee  that  if  public-houses  were 
closed,  it  would  lead  to  home  drinking,  have  you 
any  opinion  to  offer  upon  that  branch  of  the 
case ; what  do  you  think  the  results  of  home 
drinking  would  be  if  it  were  by  any  cause  in- 
creased ? — I may  say  that  I have  no  practical 
experience  about  home  drinking.  My  impression 
is  that  home  drinking,  if  carried  out  on  an  exten- 
sive scale,  would  be  rather  injurious  to  the 
people.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  would  be 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
very  injurious  to  the  family  to  have  a glass  of 
porter,  stout,  or  beer  for  dinner  among  the 
labouring  people  ; but  if  drink  was  always  in 
the  rooms,  if  the  people  were  always  drinking,  I 
think  that  under  those  circumstances  it  would,  be 
injurious,  because  it  would  encourage  the  young 
men  and  boys  and'  girls  to  drink. 

8377.  That  would  be  a very  dangerous  kind  of 
drinking? — Yes. 

8378.  Much  more  dangerous  than  drinking  in 
the  public-house? — Yes,  I think  so. 

8379.  To  your  knowledge  are  there  any  she- 
beens in  your  district? — I cannot  say'  that  I 
know  of  any ; but  in  regard  to  a very  large  dis- 
trict which  is  near  my  own  house,  it  is  a kind  of 
square  between  Merrion-square,  the  two  Mount- 
streets,  and  the  canal,  I have  been  informed  by 
a person  upon  whose  word  I rely,  that  during 
Sunday,  before  the  hours  of  the  opening  of  the 
public-houses,  there  are  18  or  20  of  these  she- 
beens going  as  fast  as  they  can.  I have  no 
personal  experience  or  knowledge  at  all  about 
this.  I have  also  heard  another  circumstance, 
which  perhaps  I might  mention  here,  namely, 
that  numbers  of  young  men,  absolutely  to  spite 
the  law  of  closing  on  Sundays,  go  out  into  the 
country  where  they  get  drink  under  the  bond 
fide  traveller  clause,  and  that  the  drink  is  largely 
indulged  in  in  these  suburban  public-houses. 
I have  heard  this,  but  I have  never  seen  it. 

8380.  The  people  of  your  district  are  largely 
composed  of  quay  labourers  and  coal  porters,  are 
they  not  ? — Yes,  very  largely. 

8381.  They  are  people,  as  you  said  before,  who 
make  a not  improper  use  of  the  public-house ; 
and  in  your  opinion  would  the  closing  of  these 
houses  on  Sundays,  or  the  curtailment  of  the 
hours  on  Saturdays,  inflict  a bona  fide  hardship 
upon  these  people? — I think  it  would. 

8382.  And  for  that  reason  you  do  not  desire  to 
see  legislation  having  that  result  in  view  ? — I do 
not  think  it  would  be  desirable. 

M r.  Agg-  Gardner, 

8383.  I suppose  there  are  occasions  when 
alcohol  is  used  as  a medicine  or  is  necessary  ? — 
Yes. 

8384.  And  I suppose  that  if  public-houses 
were  closed  entirely  it  would  deprive  poor  people 
very  often  of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  it  on 
occasions  when  it  was  absolutely  necessary  as  a 
matter  of  life  or  death  ? — Yes. 

8385.  And  that  would  be  prejudicial? — Yes. 

8386.  I do  not  know  whether  you  have  ever 
examined  any  temperance  drinks  ; there  are 
drinks  that  are  sold  as  such ; do  they  contain 
alcohol  ? — I am  not  aware. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 

8387.  Are  they  sold  in  Dublin? — I do  not 
know  that  they  are. 

Mr.  Agg-  Gardner. 

8388.  You  are  not,  I understand,  in  favour  of 
closing  the  public-houses  entirely  o»  Sundav  ? — 
No. 

8389.  Nor  of  shortening  the  hours? — I think 
that  the  hours  are  about  right,  from  two  to  seven 
as  they  are  in  Dublin ; I think  that  by  leaving 
them  as  they  are  you  give  facility  for  people  who 
wish  for  a glass  of  porter,  beer,  or  whatever  they 


Mr.  Agg-Gardner — continued, 
take,  to  obtain  it;  and  I think  it  gives  young 
men  in  the  place  liberty  and  time  to  recreate 
themselves. 

8390.  And  you  do  not  think  it  does  any  harm 
so  far  ? — l do  not. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8391.  You,  as  a medical  man,  of  course  come 
into  contact  with  the  people  of.  this  district,  and 
you  probably  have  many  cases  before  you  of  men 
who  are  hurt  by  accident? — Yes. 

8392.  Is  it  your  experience  as  a medical  man 
that  a man  who  is  a habitual  drinker  heals  as 
quickly  if  you  perform  a surgical  operation  upon 
him  as  if  he  had  been  a moderate  drinker  or  a 
total  abstainer  ? -The  general  opinion  is  that  the 
total  abstainer  or  the  temperance  man  will  have 
a better  chance  of  recovery. 

8393.  Do  you  not  think,  in  the  interests  of 
patients  who  come  under  your  personal  experi- 
ence, that  if  many  of  them  had  not  drunk  quite 
so  much  they  would  have  healed  better  after  you 
perform  a surgical  operation  ?— In  these  cases 
where  accidents  occur  they  more  generally  carry 
them  to  the  hospitals. 

8394.  Do  you  as  a medical  man  think  that 
alcoholic  drink  is  necessary  for  a man  who  works; 
a working  man? — I do  not  think  it  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

8395.  Do  you  think  that  a working  man  could 
work  as  well  if  he  were  a total  abstainer  as  a man 
who  drank  porter  in  moderation  ? — I think  that  a 
labouring  man  could  do  very  well  without  it,  but 
taking  a little  porter  does  no  harm. 

8396.  But  taking  these  gasmen,  working 
under  very  trying  conditions,  is  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  their  work  that  they  should  drink 
porter  ? — I think  it  does  them  no  harm ; it  is 
very  nutritious. 

8397.  Could  they  do  their  work  as  well  with* 
out  it  as  with  it? — I daresay  they  could. 

8398.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  houses  in 
your  district  ? — As  a general  rule  the  condition  is 
bad,  and  requires  great  reformation.  The 
Corporation  of  Dublin  have  been  doing  a great 
deal  to  improve  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  and 
also  the  society  of  which  Sir  Richard  Martin  is 
chief. 

8399.  I think  you  said  that  you  had  no 
experience  of  home  drinking  ? — I have  seen  very 
little  of  it ; I do  not  think  that  the  people  drink 
at  home  much. 

8400.  Do  you  think  that  the  example  of  the 
habitual  drunkard  going  home  in  a disgusting 
state  of  intoxication  has  a very  bad  effect  on  the 
family  ? — Yes. 

8401.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  as  bad  as  if  he 
became  drunk  in  his  own  house? — It  is  a very 
bad  example,  and  I think  it  is  quite  as  bad  as  if 
he  became  drunk  in  his  own  home. 

8402.  Supposing  that  you  were  dealing  with 
a workman  who  was  an  habitual  drunkard,  and 
he  cannot  get  his  drink  at  a public-house,  and  the 
law  is  made  so  drastic  that  practically  his  drink 
is  stopped,  and  he  is  compelled  to  bring  in  a 
supply  to  drink  in  his  own  house,  would  there  be 
much  harm  done  to  the  family  under  those 
circumstance  ? — I should  say  not. 

8403.  Then  you  do  not  apprehend  such  danger 
from  what  is  called  home  drinking? — [ have  not 
really  much  experience  of  the  fact ; I have  not 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

seen  much  of  it.  Sometimes  on  Sundays  I have 
seen  the  men  have  a glass  of  porter  or  beer  at 
home  with  their  families. 

8404.  I do  not  mean  men  who  drink  in  mo- 
deration, I am  talking  of  the  habitual  drunkard. 
Supposing  that  the  public-houses  were  closed  for 
the  whole  of  Sunday  in  your  district,  what  in 
your  opinion  would  be  the  effect  of  that? — The 
effect  would  be  that  certain  people  could  get 
nothing  to  drink. 

8405.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  stop  a 
great  many  people  from  going  into  public-houses 
who  go  into  public-houses  now  ? — It  might ; but 
those  who  would  wish  to  get  drink,  if  there  were 
any  other  possible  place  to  get  it  from,  would  get 
it. 

8406.  Of  course,  although  you  have  the  morals 
of  the  people  at  heart,  you  are  more  deeply  in- 
terested in  their  health ; do  not  you  think  that 
it  would  improve  the  health  of  the  people  if  there 
were  not  so  much  drinking  ? — Yes. 

8407.  Do  you  not  think  that  people  are  better 
without  too  much  drink? — Yes. 

8408.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  less 
illness  if  there  was  not  so  much  drinking  ? — No 
doubt  excessive  drinking  does  lead  to  illness  and 
leads  to  diseases  which  develop  in  the  constitu- 
tion. 

8409.  And  people  might  die  of  many  diseases 
which  indirectly  might  be  traced  to  drink,  but 
which  the  Registrar  General  could  not  return 
specially  under  that  head? — Yes. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

8410.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  these  gasmen  work  ?— 
Yes. 

8411.  It  is  very  severe  labour,  I suppose? — 
Yes. 

8412.  And  your  view  would  be  that  men  under- 
going severe  labour  of  that  kind  might  fairly  take 
a reasonable  portion  of  mild  alcoholic  drink  ? — I 
think  so. 

8413.  Who  carries  on  the  gasworks ; do  you 
know  any  people  connected  with  them? — It  is  a 
company. 

8414.  Do  you  know  any  people  connected 
with  the  company? — I have  heard  of  Mr.  Wigham. 

8415.  Is  that  Mr.  Henry  Wigham  who  has  been 
examined  here  ? — No,  his  brother,  I believe. 

8416.  Do  you  know  any  people  connected 
with  the  association  which  Mr.  Henry  Wigham 
represented  here? — I do  not. 

8417.  I suppose  that  hard  labour  of  this  kind 
rather  tends  to  shorten  people’s  lives? — I should 
say  so ; I think  that  a great  many  of  these  men 
die  at  a very  early  period. 

8418.  What  do  you  call  a very  early  period  ? 
— From  40  to  50  years  of  age  ; a great  many  of 
them  die  of  pulmonary  complaints. 

8419.  Do  you  know  anything  about  what  are 
called  bogus  clubs  ? — I have  heard  that  there  are 
such  places;  I have  no  experience  of  them;  I do 
not  know  anything  about  them.  I have  heard 
that  they  exist  and  are  spreading  in  Dublin. 

8420.  Do  you  think  that  in  your  part  of  Dublin 
they  are  spreading  ? — I have  not  heard  how  many 
there  are  there. 

8421.  You  are  not  practically  acquainted  with 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
the  existence  of  any  bogus  club? — No,  nor  with 
the  existence  of  any  shebeen-house. 

8422.  But  you  have  given  evidence  that  they 
are  in  existence  ? — That  I have  heard  there  are  a 
large  number  open  on  Sundays  before  the  public- 
houses  are  open. 

8423.  Would  the  opinion  which  you  have  ex- 
pressed about  bogus  clubs  be  based  on  a similar 
experience? — Yes,  it  would. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

8424.  Are  you  any  relation  of  Dr.  Byrne,  of 
Derry  ; I only  ask  as  a matter  of  curiosity  ?— I 
am  his  cousin. 

8425.  You  have  given  evidence  with  regai-dto 
the  registration  of  deaths.  Would  it  not  be 
looked  upon  as  invidious  for  amedical  practitioner 
to  state  that  his  patient  died  of  alcoholic  drink- 
ing ? — It  might  be. 

8426.  Would  he  not  be  more  likely  to  give 
some  specific  cause  of  death,  namely,  liver  dis- 
ease, or  lung  disease,  or  disease  of  the  kidneys, 
although  he  knew  very  well  of  his  own  know- 
ledge that  death  was  hastened  by  alcoholic 
drinking  ? — Any  medical  man  who  does  that  is 
doing  what  is  not  right.  In  the  first  pla.ee,  the 
Registrar  General  furnishes  him  with  a form  of 
certificate  on  which  he  is  obliged  to  state  the 
primary  disease  and  the  secondary  disease ; so 
that  unless  you  wish  to  overwhelm  our  profession 
with  opprobrium  you  should  not  ask  that  ques- 
tion; because  every  medical  man  is  supposed  to 
tell  the  correct  cause  of  death.  Take  the  case  of 
life  insurance,  for  instance. 

8427.  Of  course  if  you  go  to  the  question  of 
life  assurance  a more  difficult  question  would 
intervene  then,  namely,  the  question  of  fraud, 
and  so  on ; but  where  there  is  no  very  specific 
object,  no  material  object  in  view,  do  you  think 
that  a medical  man  would  be  very  likely  to  give 
the  real  cause  of  death  ? — I may  tell  you  that 
lately  I saw  that  there  was  a case  recorded  in  the 
register  of  our  disti-ict  in  which  the  medical  at- 
tendant did  certify  to  alcoholism,  mentioning  that 
very  name,  and  I can  tell  you  also  that  it  was  not 
a working  man  that  died  of  it ; it  was  a person  in 
better  circumstances. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8428.  Do  you  represent  the  medical  profession 
in  giving  evidence  here  to-day  ? — No. 

8429.  You  do  not  represent  anybody  but  your- 
self?— That  is  so. 

8430.  Are  you  aware  that  in  1882,  when  this 
Act  expired,  200  medical  men  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  signed  a memorial  for  its  extension  to 
Dublin? — Yes. 

8431.  On  what  evidence  do  you  tell  the  Com- 
mittee that  400  men  are  employed  in  the  gas- 
works on  Sundays? — On  the  evidence  of  a 
gentleman  whom  I asked  a few  days  ago,  and 
who  is  connected  with  the  works. 

8432.  How  many  men  are  employed  at  the 
gasworks  altogether  ? — I believe  from  900  to 
1,000  in  the  winter. 

8433.  And  you  say  that  400  of  these  are 
employed  on  Sundays  ? — I was  told  so. 

8434.  You  stand  by  that? — I stand  by  the 
information  which  I received. 

8435.  And 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

8435.  And  your  informant  was  a competent 
person  ? — Yes. 

8436.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  in  England  men 
engaged  at  blast  furnaces,  instead  of  drinking 
porter,  drink  meal  and  water,  and  find  it  a great 
deal  more  nutritious  ? — I have  heard  so. 

8437.  What  do  you  say  to  that  yourself  ?— It 
would  be  a very  good  thing. 

8438.  Although  it  might  not  contain  so  much 
gluten  and  sugar  might  it  not  be  very  nutri- 
tious ? — It  might  be  equally  nutritious  ; would 
it  be  equally  palatable,  that  is  the  question. 
Would  they  like  it  so  well?  Supposing  that 
they  even  did  take  to  that  drink,  which  I 
acknowledge  and  agree  with  you  is  a very  nutri- 
tious drink,  is  it  not  possible  that  during  the  pro- 
cess of  digestion  some  alcoholic  fermentation  may 
go  on  in  the  stomach  ? 

8439.  I am  asking  your  opinion ; I have  no 
experience  of  alcoholic  fermentation ; but  I was 
going  to  ask  you  what  do  you  think  of  a good 
brewer’s  drayman  for  a surgical  operation,  would 
you  rather  have  him  or  a teetotaler? — I should 
say  a teetotaler.  That  is  an  old  and  trite  re- 
mark, that  brewer’s  draymen,  for  whatever  the 
reason,  whether  they  consume  immense  quanti- 
ties of  liquor,  I do  not  know,  but  it  is  a very  old 
remark  that  they  endure  surgical  operations 
badly. 

8440.  And  that  is  simply  because  they  are 
brewer’s  draymen  ? — I do  not  know  the  reason, 
but  I suppose  it  is  because  they  drink  an  inordi- 
nate quantity  of  porter  or  beer. 

8441.  You  have  given  u»  your  opinion  against 
shortening  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  in  the  City 
of  Dublin;  you  have  not  said  one  word  about 
closing  earlier  on  Saturday  night;  have  you  got 
any  opinion  as  to  that?— I was  not  asked  my 
opinion  about  it. 

8442.  I am  asking  you  your  opinion.  Houses 
are  open  now  from  seven  in  the  morning  to 
eleven  on  Saturday  nights ; do  you  think  that 
any  substantial  inconvenience  would  arise  in  the 
city  of  Dublin  by  the  earlier  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Saturday  nights? — l have  been  very 
late  out  at  night,  and  I have  seen  the  people 
about.  I am  aware  that  the  provision  shops  are 
open  on  Saturday  night  till  a very  late  hour. 

8443.  So  am  I ? — About  Capel-street,  King- 
street,  Townsend-street,  and  all  over  Dublin.  I 
have  been  down  there  at  night,  and  seen  pro- 
vision shops  with  the  gas  flaring  at  a very  late 
hour,  as  well  as  in  London  also. 

8444.  I admit  that ; both  you  and  I know  that 
to  be  the  fact.  Are  you  aware  that  it  has  been 
given  in  evidence  here,  by  no  less  a person  than 
the  Recorder  of  Dublin,  that  the  reason  why 
these  provision  shops  are  open  so  late  on  Saturday 
night  is  because  the  workmen  go  to  the  public- 
houses  on  Saturday  evening,  and  the  women 
cannot  get  the  money  till  a late  hour'? — I did  not 
read  the  Recorder’s  evidence. 

8445.  Have  you  any  opinion  upon  that  ? — No ; 
the  only  reason,  I would  say,  that  the  public- 
houses  would  be  open  so  late  is  because  people 
go  out  to  do  their  marketing  at  that  hour.  It  may 
be  a very  improvident  habit  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  no  doubt,  and  I hope  they  will  improve 
m that ; but  my  own  impression  is,  that  it  is  a 
very  late  hour  for  any  shops  to  be  open. 


Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell — continued. 

8446.  I was  going  to  put  this  questien  to  you  : 
We  have  had  it  in  evidence  that  a great  deal  of 
the  wanes  are  paid  on  Friday,  and  we  have  had  it 
in  evidence  that  much  of  the  wages  are  paid  on 
Saturday  at  two  o’clock.  I repeat  the  quesrion  : 
Looking  at  these  two  facts,  which  I have  given 
you  from  the  evidence  here,  first,  that  the  wages 
are  paid  on  Friday  and  early  on  Saturday,  to  a 
large  extent,  and,  secondly,  that  the  Recorder  of 
Dublin  gives  as  a reason  why  the  provision  shops 
are  so  late  open,  because  the  women  cannot  get  the 
wages  from  the  men  earlier,  do  you  see  any  prac- 
tical inconvenience  that  would  arise,  so  far  as 
marketing  is  concerned,  if  the  public-houses  were 
closed  earlier? — I cannot  really  say;  I have 
not  formed  any  opinion  about  that.  I will  give 
this  opinion  without  having  reflected  much  upon 
it,  that  where  people  are  out  marketing  and  shop- 
ping with  their  wives  it  is  not  a very  unnatural 
thing  to  suppose  that  they  would  go  and  have  a 
glass  of  porter  or  whiskey,  or  whatever  they 
like. 

8447.  That  is  not  the  point;  I am  speaking 
about  the  inconvenience  arising  to  people  who 
market ; given  the  fact  that  some  of  the  wages 
are  paid  on  Friday  night,  and  given  the  other  fact 
that  more  are  paid  by  two  o’clock  on  Saturday, 
do  you  think  that  it  would  be  an  'inconvenience 
to  those  people  if  the  public-houses  were  closed, 
say,  at  nine  instead  of  eleven  on  Saturday  night, 
as  regards  marketing  ? — I think  it  would.  If  the- 
provision  shops  are  allowed  to  market  at  that 
hour,  I think  the  public-houses  might  be  kept 
open  till  the  marketing  is  finished. 

8448.  Then,  again,  if  you  take  the  Recorder’s 
evidence,  that  the  provision  shops  are  open 
late,  because  the  public-houses  are  open  late, 
and  that  if  the  public-houses  are  closed  earlier 
these  shops  would  close  earlier  ; you  have  no 
opinion  to  offer  upon  that? — No. 

8449.  You  have  no  opinion  upon  Saturday 
night  at  all? — No. 

8450.  Do  you  concur  with  Mr.  O’Donel  and 
the  Recorder  of  Dublin  that  Saturday  night 
drunkenness  is  most  fatal  of  all  the  week  ? — My 
own  impression  is  that  Saturday  night  has  always 
been  the  worst  in  Dublin. 

8451.  What  is  your  hospital  experience  about 
that? — I have  none  to  give;  it  is  merely  my 
living  so  long  in  Dublin,  and  knowing  the  habits 
of  the  people  so  well,  that  gives  me  my  know- 
ledge. There  is  more  drunkenness,  I should  say, 
not  among  the  artizan  and  working  class  so  much, 
for  I think  that  if  you  read  the  papers  you  will  find 
that  those  taken  up  before  the  Recorder  and  the 
magistrates  are  mostly  rowdy  young  men  of  a 
better  class. 

8452.  The  Recorder  and  the  magistrates  were 
not  speaking  of  those  brought  up  before  them  ; 
they  were  speaking  of  the  fatal  character  of  the 
late  Saturday  night  drinking  ; would  you  rather 
not  give  an  opinion? — I have  formed  an  opinion 
in  my  own  mind,  which  perhaps  this  is  not  the 
place  to  give  ventilation  to;  and  that  is,  that 
there  should  be  no  coercive  legislation  whatever 
applied  to  drinking.  I think  we  might  as  well 
be  told  that  we  dare  not  go  in  and  ask  for  a 
mutton  chop  at  certain  hours  as  to  be  told  that 
we  dare  not  go  and  ask  for  a glass  of  beer.  I 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
think  that  coercive  legislation  applied  to  drinking 
is  bad  legislation.  I think  that  the  proper  way  of 
making  people  more  sober  is  the  educating  of  the 
masses,,  the  providing  proper  places  of  amuse- 
ment, the  opening  of  such  places  as  parks  and 
museums,  and  having  bands  for  them  ; and  in  that 
way  let  there  be  a greater  fusion  of  classes.  I 
think  that  the  system  of  treatment  of  artizans 
and  working  men  up  to  the  present  time 
has  been  altogether  wrong.  It  is  improving 
now,  but  they  have  been  excluded  from  all 
civilisation,  and  the  better  classes  have  kept 
aloof  from  them ; they  have  been  forbidden 
the  parks  on  Sunday,  which  is  the  only  day  of  re- 
creation they  have  ; they  have  to  work  all  the  rest 
of  the  week,  and,  according  to  strict  Sabbatai-ian 
notions,  they  would  be  pi-evented  from  having  any 
amusement.  I do  not  think  that  that  is  the  way 
to  educate  the  poor  not  to  become  drunkards.  So 
far  as  I see  myself,  there  is  a visible  improve- 
ment since  the  Green  and  the  parks  and  mu- 
seums and  other  places  in  Dublin  have  been 
opened  to  the  people.  I think  there  is  not  so 
much  drunkenness  as  there  used  to  be. 

8453.  That  has  all  gone  on  concurrently  with 
the  reduction  of  hours  for  the  sale  of  drink,  how- 
ever ; you  remember  when  the  houses  were  open 
up  to  eleven  on  Sundays  in  Dublin  ?— - Yes. 

8454.  And  then  to  nine  and  then  to  seven  ? 
—Yes. 

8455.  And  all  the  park  opening,  of  which  I 
highly  approve,  has  gone  on  concurrently  with 
the  reduction  of  the  hours,  to  which  there  has 
not  been  the  slightest  objection,  has  there? — 
That  is  so. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

8456.  Do  you  know  that  the  statistics  show  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  arrests  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  in  Dublin  ? — I am  not  aware  of 
that. 

8457.  Should  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
•on  Saturday  there  has  been  a palpable  decrease 
in  the  number  of  arrests  on  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day in  Dublin,  although  there  has  been  no  cur- 
tailment of  the  hours? — I was  not  aware  of  that. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8458.  You  are  not  in  favour  of  legislation  on 
the  drink  traffic  at  all  ? — No. 

8459.  Would  you  repeal  what  legislation  we 
have  ? — 1 do  not  think  it  would  do  the  least  harm 
to  repeal  it;  I would  not  repeal  it,  however.  I might 
perhaps  explain  myself.  If  we  go  on  the  Conti- 
nent, we  do  not  find  this  coercive  legislation  with 
regard  to  drinking.  There  are  wine  shops  and 
brandy  shops,  and  the  people  are  extremely  tem- 
perate there. 

8460.  There  is  a question  I should  like  to  ask 
your  medical  opinion  upon ; there  are  upwards 
of  2,000  young  men  employed  in  public-houses 
in  Dublin  ; the  ordinary  working  hours  of  work- 
ing men  are  54  hours  per  week,  and  the  hours  of 
a publican’s  assistant  are  101 ; what  do  you  think 
is  the  physiological  effect  of  that  ?—  My  own 
impression  is  that  it  is  rather  too  much  working, 
and  that  there  ought  to  be  some  arrangement 
made  by  which  some  curtailment  of  the  hours 
should  be  made. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

8461.  I want  your  opinion  as  to  the  physiolo- 
gical effect  of  such  hours  of  labour  upon  youno- 
men.  I say,  supposing  that  state  of  things  to 
exist,  what  do  you  think  is  the  physiological 
effect  of  it  ? — I will  express  the  general  opinion 
that  I do  not  think  that  any  man  should  be  asked 
to  work  101  hours  a week.  I think  he  requires 
recreation  and  rest  ; and  I suppose  that  the 
spirit  trade  would  make  some  arrangement  by 
which  their  young  men  might  not  be  so  hard 
worked.  That  view  of  the  question  has  never 
been  brought  before  my  mine!  until  I heard  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Nannetti. 

8462.  But  I am  founding  my  question  on  the 
evidence  given  before  two  Committees  that  sat 
before  this  Committee,  to  whom  evidence  was 
given  on  this  very  point? — 1 had  no  idea  till  I 
heard  it  to-day  that  young  men  in  the  grocery 
business  worked  so  many  hours. 

8463.  The  last  question  is  about  registration; 
do  you  mean  the  Committee  to  understand  that 
the  number  of  people  whose  deaths  are  put  down 
to  alcoholism  is  any  criterion  of  the  number  of 
people  who  die  from  drink  directly  and  in- 
directly?— We  must  only  judge  by  statistical 
returns. 

8464.  Why,  when  we  know  the  opposite  ? — 
What  is  the  object  of  having  a Registrar  General 
and  Returns  to  show  the  causes  of  mortality,  if 
these  returns  are  not  accurate  ? The  Registrar 
General  is  a man  with  a very  statistical  turn  of 
mind. 

8465.  He  will  be  here,  I hope ; you  need  not 
give  us  his  opinion  ? — I should  say  that  if  there 
w as  any  great  amount  of  mortality  from  alcoholism , 
his  returns  would  show  it. 

8466.  Then  you  wish  the  Committee  to  under- 
stand distinctly  that  the  Registrar  General’s 
returns  of  deaths  arising  from  alcoholism  ought 
to  be  taken  by  the  Committee  as  conclusive 
evidence  upon  that  matter  ? — I should  say  so. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

8467.  You  have  just  stated  that  there  is  no 
restriction  upon  the  drink  trade  on  the  Continent; 
you  are  aware,  of  course,  that  the  popular  drinks 
on  the  Continent  are  of  a much  less  stimulating 
character  than  those  in  Ireland  ? — You  will  get 
brandy,  you  know. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8468.  I daresay  you  are  aware  that  there  is  a 
spirituous  article  called  absinthe  sold  on  the 
Continent  ? — Yes. 

8469.  Is  net  that,  in  your  opinion,  worse  than 
anything  we  have  in  this  kingdom  ? — The  effects 
are  very  deadly ; it  is  largely  used  in  Paris,  I 
believe. 

8470.  Consequently  the  contention  of  the 
honourable  Member  for  Westmeath  is  not  borne 
out  in  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  quality  of 
drinking  on  the  Continent  ? — I believe  that  in 
France  the  chief  drink  is  claret,  but  they  have 
brandy,  and  absinthe  is  very  deadly. 

8471.  It  is  perhaps  the  worst  class  of  drink, 
and  is  very  generally,  in  your  opinion,  sold  in 
Paris  at  present,  and  other  places  on  the  Conti- 
nent ? — Yes. 

8472.  Are 
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Mr.  Tomlinson. 

8472.  Are  you  aware  that  if  you  go  to  a cafe 
in  Paris  and  ask  for  a cup  of  coffee  they  put 
down  a bottle  of  brandy  before  you  ? — I am. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

8473.  Is  not  the  popular  drink  in  France  a 
light  claret,  and  the  popular  drink  in  Germany, 
a licrht  beer  in  which  there  is  very  little  stimulant, 
and  hence  there  is  no  reason  for  restrictive  legis- 
lation ? — Do  you  think  if  whiskey  was  drunk  in 
France,  or  if  porter  was  the  drink  of  the  country 
as  it  is  here,  that  the  French  people  would  endure 
any  coercive  legislation  about  it  ? 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8474.  Do  you  think  that  any  good  result  would 
accrue  from  early  Saturday  night  closing  ? — 
I really  have  formed  no  opinion  about  the  mat- 
ter ; but  one  thing  is  consequent  upon  another. 
Certainly  the  other  shops  should  close ; but  if 
the  provision  shops  or  dealers’  shops  are  allowed 
to  be  open  till  a very  late  hour,  I cannot  see  why 
the  public-houses  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
open  for  the  people  to  refresh  themselves  at  a late 
hour. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8475.  The  honourable  Member  for  South  Ty- 
rone laid  great  stress  upon  the  2,000  grocers’ 
assistants  in  Dublin  ; is  it  not  within  your  know- 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
ledge  that  other  classes’  assistants  have  to  attend 
to  their  business  much  longer  hours ; take,  for 
instance,  the  dispensing  establishments  ? — Yes. 
they  have  very  long  hours. 

8476.  Much  longer  than  in  the  licensed  grocers’ 
establishments  ? — I think  they  open  at  nine  on 
Sundays,  and  I do  not  think  they  close  till  seven 
or  nine  in  the  evening ; and  on  week-days  they 
are  open  till  a very  late  hour. 

8477.  And  you  have  not  heard,  I presume, 
that  grocers’  assistants  have  made  any  public 
protest  against  the  existing  state  of  things  ? — I 
have  never  heard  that  they  have. 

8478.  Are  we  to  infer  when  they  have  made 
no  public  protest,  either  in  meeting,  resolution, 
or  letter  of  protest  in  the  public  press,  that  there 
is  no  grievance  on  their  part  ? — I should  say  so. 
The  public  press  now  teems  with  complaints  from 
all  kinds  of  people ; and  I daresay  that  the 
grocers’  assistants  would  make  their  complaints 
public  if  they  were  the  subject  of  a grievance. 

8479.  You  would  improve  the  condition  of  the 
people  rather  in  the  direction  of  education,  and 
the  raising  of  their  moral  status  by  improving 
their  dwellings,  than  by  any  coercive  legislation  ? 
— Yes. 

8480.  And  you  are  opposed  to  any  coercive 
legislation  on  the  question  now  before  us  ? — 
Yes. 
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Thursday,  14 th  June  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 


Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 
Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Kowntr.ee. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Eugene  Crean,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8481.  You  are  President,  are  you  not,  of  the 
Cork  United  Trades  Council  ? — I am  President 
of  the  Cork  United  Trades  Council. 

8482.  Of  the  whole  body,  I suppose  ? — Of  the 
whole  of  the  trades  of  Cork. 

8483.  You  are  also  a town  councillor,  are  you 
not  ? — Yes,  I am  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil for  the  centre  ward. 

8484.  How  many  constituents  have  you  on 
the  burgess  roll  ? — I have  138  voters  in  my 
ward. 

8485.  And  of  those  138  how  many  hold 
publicans’  licenses  ? — Twelve  publicans  "out  of 
the  138  in  the  ward  have  votes. 

8486.  Then  you  do  not  represent  the  publicans’ 
interest  in  any  shape,  do  you  ? — No  ; even  if 
they  voted  against  me,  I could  get  into  the 
council. 

8487.  You  have  no  interest  in  that  trade,  I 
presume? — None  whatever,  and  I never  had. 

8188.  And  you  are  a teetotaller,  are  you  not? 
— Yes,  and  I have  been  all  my  life ; I never 
even  drank  wine. 

8489.  How  is  the  Trades  Council  composed  ? 
—Of  delegates  from  the  several  trade  societies 
in  the  city. 

8490.  Have  you  a list  of  the  trades  ? — Yes,  I 
have  a list  of  the  trades  affiliated  with  the 
council,  and  they  are  as  follows : Bakers,  boot 
and  shoe  rivetters,  bootmakers,  boiler  makers, 
carpenters,  coopers,  cork-cutters,  engineers, 
farriers,  iron-moulders,  lithographers,  masons, 
millers,  painters,  plasterers,  stone-cutters,  cabinet 
makers,  tailors,  typographical,  passage  ship- 
wrights 

8491.  They  comprise,  do  they  not,  all  the 
recognised  trades  of  Cork? — Yes;  I might  say 
that  there  are  only  one  or  two  trade  societies 
ontside  the  affiliated  bodies. 

8492.  How  are  the  delegates  to  this  council 
elected  ? — They  are  elected  by  general  meetings 
of  the  several  societies. 

8493.  Have  you  been  elected  unanimously? — 
I have  been,  in  the  first  instance,  elected  by  my 
own  society,  the  Carpenters’  Society,  to  represent 
them  on  the  Trades  Council,  and  I have  been 
over  a dozen  times  re-elected  unanimously  by  the 
Trades  Council  since  I first  took  office. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

8494.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  trades  of 
Cork  on  the  subject  of  the  Bill  that  we  are 
investigating  ? — I took  some  trouble  to  ascertain 
the  opinion  of  the  united  trades  of  Cork.  I 
caused  a meeting  to  be  summoned  of  the  trades 
to  the  Trades  Council.  The  first  meeting 
chanced  to  be  abortive  through  a great  number 
of  those  interested  in  the  publicans’  interest 
flooding  the  room. 

8495.  Did  you  mean  others  besides  the 
tradesmen  ? — Yes,  others  besides  the  tradesmen, 
and  as  I saw  that  it  would  not  be  areally  genuine 
opinion  from  the  trades  of  Cork,  I dissolved 
the  meeting,  and  in  the  following  week  I sum- 
moned another  meeting  by  posters  and  by 
advertisements  in  the  local  papers,  and  after- 
wards I sent  tickets  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
several  societies,  so  that  none  could  get  into 
the  room  but  members  of  the  united  trades. 
That  meeting  was  held,  and  they  passed  resolu- 
tions against  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

8496.  Have  you  got  those  resolutions  ? — No, 
but  we  got  them  printed  and  sent  them  on  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  we  sent  them  to  the 
sitting  Members  of  Parliament  for  the  City  of 
Cork ; as  they  were  our  representatives,  we 
thought  that  they  should  be  informed  of  our 
opinion  on  the  subject;  and  we  also  sent  them 
to  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  to  the  Prime  Minister, 
and  to  the  Chief  Secretary. 

8497.  Those  resolutions,  as  well  as  I can  re- 
member, condemned  the  proposal  to  extend  the 
present  Acts  of  Parliament  to  the  City  of 
Cork? — Yes,  they  object  to  the  Act  now  seeking 
to  be  passed.  I think,  probably,  it  would  be 
well  for  me  to  state  that  1 took  no  part  whatso- 
ever in  the  meeting  of  the  united  trades,  but 
simply  acted  as  chairman,  and  I gave  no  advice. 
On  account  of  my  pronouncing  my  opinion  in 
the  council  chamber  of  the  Corporation,  I re- 
frained from  giving  any  advice  or  speaking 
either  for  or  against  at  the  meeting.  I did  not 
interfere  even  with  the  drawing  up  of  the  reso- 
lutions. There  was  a resolution  proposed,  and 
an  amendment  to  it,  but  the  amendment  was 
lost  I thought  it  right  to  state  that  I did  not 
interfere  in  the  meeting  because  I had  already 
pronounced  my  opinion  upon  it,  and  I wanted 

to 
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Mr.  Cuban. 


[ Continued. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor — continued, 
to  have  their  opinion,  and  not  mine,  on  the 
subject. 

8498.  You  have  answered  in  the  affirmative  to 
my  question  that  the  meeting  pronounced  against 
the  extension  of  the  Acts  to  Cork? — Yes,  almost 
unanimously. 

8499.  The  resolution  also  pronounced,  did  it 
not,  against  the  curtailment  of  the  hours  on 
Sunday  ?— Yes. 

8500.  The  resolution  also  pronounced,  did  it 
not,  against  the  curtailment  of  the  hours  on 
Saturday  ?—  It  did  not  deal  with  Saturday  night 
closing  at  all,  because  that  was  not  before  the 
public  at  the  time. 

8501.  You  say  that  this  resolution  was  passed 
almost  unanimously.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the 
numbers  who  were  for  and  against  it? — So  far 
as  I could  ascertain,  out  of  a hall  which  would 
hold  600,  and  that  hall  was  fully  packed,  I should 
say  that  30  did  not  vote  against  the  proposition. 

8502.  This  occurred,  did  it  not,  about  the 

month  of  March?— Yes,  about  the  month  of 
March.  / 

8503.  And,  as  you  say,  the  Saturday  closing 
question  was  not  before  the  country  at  that 
time? — No,  it  was  not. 

8504.  You  had  no  knowledge  of  such  a Bill 
being  before  Parliament? — I had  no  knowledge 
whatever  about  it. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8505.  What  was  the  date  of  the  meeting? — 
I do  not  recollect  the.  date  exactly,  but  it  was 
early  in  March. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8506.  Of  course,  there  are  many  Bills  before 
Parliament  which  you  have  no  cognisance  of? — 
P ossibly.  I only  speak  of  my  own  knowledge,  and 
the  knowledge  which  we  had  locally  in  Cork. 

8507.  The  Saturday  Early  Closing  Bill  had 
not  been  referred  to  this  Committee  for  inquiry 
at  the  time? — No;  the  meeting  simply  dealt 
with  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing,  which  they 
saw  was  before  this  Committee. 

8508.  Have  you  made  any  inquiries  as  to  the 
opinion  of  your  tradesmen  constituents  with  re- 
gard to  the  subject  of  Saturday  early  closino-i' — 
Yes,  there  is  a greater  diversity  of  opinion  as 
regards  Saturday  early  closing  than  there  is  on 
the  Sunday  closing  question.  I should  have 
stated  that  they  are  almost  unanimously  against 
Sunday  closing,  but  there  would  be  a certain 
proportion  of  them  for  early  Saturday  night 
closing ; but  still  I would  say  that  the  majority 
would  be  in  favour  of  leaving  things  as  they 
are. 

8509.  Would  you  say  the  great  majority? — 
Yes,  the  great  majority. 

8510.  What  classes,  in  your  opinion,  are  in 
favour  of  the  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses 
and  the  Saturday  early  closing? — There  are 
two  sections  of  the  community  who,  I believe 
from  my  intercourse  with  them,  would  be  in 
favour  of  closing  the  houses  on  Sunday.  One 
section  of  the  community,  and  a very  low  one, 

I would  pronounce  to  be  as  confirmed  drunkards. 

I have  interviewed  them,  and  I might  say  that 
they  were  unanimous  in  saying,  “ Close  them  if 
you  like,  for  we  can  get  plenty  of  drink.”  From 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
my  own  knowledge  I know  this  to  be  the  fact 
that  they  can.  I know  a section  of  the  com- 
munity would  be  in  favour  of  it,  and  that  is  the 
higher  classes,  because  they  can  very  well  afford 
to  keep  well-stocked  cellars,  and  have  hotels  and 
clubs  in  which  they  can  easily  get  drink,  and 
they  would  not  feel  any  inconvenience  over  such 
an  Act  being  passed. 

. 85 What  class  of  people  object  to  the  clos- 
ing of  public-houses  on  Sunday?— The  middle 
class,  especially  the  trades,  and  I should  say  that 
clerks  in  warehouses,  and  people  of  that  sort,  and 
tradesmen. 

8512.  Those  are  the  class  of  people,  are  they 
not,  who  make  notan  improper  use  of  the  public- 
houses  on  Sunday  and  on  other  days  of  the  week  ? 
—Decidedly ; I do  not  speak  for  any  but  those 
who  are  respectable  members  of  society,  although 
they  may  be  hard-working  members  of  society.0 

8513.  That  class  would  consider  it  a very  <n-eat 
hardship  if  they  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
having  drink  on  a Sunday  whenever  they  wished? 
— Decidedly  they  would  object  to  it. 

8514.  They  would  consider  it  an  infringement 
of  their  rights  ? — They  would  not  only  consider 
it  as  an  infringement  of  their  right,  but  of  my 
own  personal  knowledge  they  would  defy  it  gene- 
rally with  impunity. 

8515.  You  mean  that  they  would  seek  to  evade 
the  operation  of  the  Act?— Yes,  it  would  be  in  a 
sense  a defiance  of  the  Act,  because  the  workmen 
in  their  respective  societies  would  form  clubs 
where  they  could  have  drink  at  any  hour  they 
liked. 

8516.  How  do  they  regard  the  proposed  legis- 
lation in  any  other  respect;  do  they  regard  it  as  a 
piece  of  class  legislation  ? — Yes,  they  regard  it  as 
a piece  of  class  legislation,  not  intended  for  their 
good,  and  brought  forward  by  men  who  they  say 
can  have  no  knowledge  of  their  way  of  living',  and 
have  no  interest  in  how  they  live. 

8517.  Do  you  consider  the  establishment  of 
clubs  a great  danger  ? — Yes;  especially  at  the 
societies’  halls.  I believe. that  if  they  once  were  to 
start  clubs  in  the  trade  societies'  halls,  it  would  be 
ruination  to  themselves  and  to  their  families  for 
of  necessity  they  are  compelled  to  go  there  once  a 
week  to  pay  their  weekly  subscription  to  the 
society,  and  they  there  come  in  contact  with 
other  people,  men  who  otherwise  would  not 
probably  go  into  a public-house  at  all,  but  would 
go  home  quietly ; but  in  the  club  a man  might 
come  in  contact  with  a friend  whom  he  might  not 
have  seen  for  some  time,  and  they  drink  there  and 
probably  drink  on  to  a late  hour. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8518.  Are  you  referring  now  to  bogus  clubs? 
— I am  not  referring  to  bogus  clubs;  I am  re- 
ferring to  the  possibility  of  such  clubs  beino- 
started  in  the  trade  societies  rooms,  if  the  work- 
men were  prohibited  from  drinking  in  public- 
houses  at  the  hours  at  which  they  are  used  to 
drinking  there. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

8519.  You  think  that  that  would  lead  to  drink- 
ing in  their  clubs  ?— Decidedly  so. 

8520.  The  trade  societies  would  be  converted 
into  clubs,  is  that  what  you  mean? — Yes. 

U u 4 8521.  And 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

8521.  And  they  would  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  drinking  on  Saturday  nights  and  Sunday  on 
such  occasions  as  the  public-houses  may  be 
closed? — Yes. 

8522.  And  on  other  occasions? — Yes,  on  other 
occasions,  too. 

8523.  Do  not  you  think  that  a great  danger 
to  the  trade  societies  of  Cork  ? — Yes.  I should 
very  much  regret  it ; I must  say  that  that  is  the 
principal  reason  why  I object  myself,  and  have 
taken  such  an  active  part  in  objecting  to  this 

Bill. 

8524.  How  would  the  families  of  working  men 
regard  that  possibility  ? — They-  look  upon  it  that 
it  would  be  a great  danger  to  themselves. 

8525.  And  they  would  prefer  the  public- 
houses  to  be  open  ? — Yes.  Their  families  would 
have  more  control  over  them  there,  because  now 
they  can  go  into  a public-house  if  they  choose, 
but  it  is  their  duty,  and  of  necessity  they  are 
compelled  to  go  to  their  society  rooms. 

8526.  Do  you  anticipate  any  home  drinking 
from  the  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday, 
and  the  curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Saturday  ; 
do  you  think  that  that  would  lead  to  home  drink- 
inn-  to  any  extent? — I believe  to  a certain  extent 
it  would  lead  to  home  drinking.  At  present 
there  is  but  little  home  drinking,  but  if  the  hours 
were  curtailed  on  Saturday,  those  who  have  got 
wives  would  certainly  keep  drink  for  them 
when  they  came  back  from  the  society’s  rooms  ; 
aud  the  husbands  would  insist  upon  drink  being 
kept  for  them. 

8527.  You  say  that  that  exists  to  some  extent 
now? — Yes;  it  exists  to  some  extent. 

8528.  But  does  it  exist  to  any  extent  to  enable 
you  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  its  effects? — It  is 
easy  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  effects  of  home 
drinking.  So  far  as  I have  seen,  it  is  the  lowest 
status  or  grade  of  our  society  that  generally  in- 
dulges in  home  drinking.  As  chairman  of  one 
of  the  societies  in  Cork,  I should  say  that  that  is 
what  I have  seen,  not  in  the  trades’  houses,  but 
in  the  labourers’  dwellings.  I have  seen  them 
drinking  on  Saturday  nights  and  until  early  on 
Sunday  morning. 

8529.  What  kind  of  drink  do  they  bring  home 
with  them  ?— Porter  and  whisky. 

8530.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  the  hours  of 
opening  were  curtailed  on  Saturday  night,  and 
if  the  houses  were  closed  on  Sunday,  the  working 
classes  would  more  generally  take  drink  to  their 
homes? — They  would  be  compelled  to  take  drink 
to  their  homes  then.  At  present,  I may  tell  you 
that  there  are  a great  many  people  who  can  take 
drink  to  their  homes  at  eleven  o’clock,  or  half-past 
eleven  or  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  and  they  can  get 
it  at  any  hour  of  the  night  that  they  like.  I have 
been  in  public-houses  myself  at  half-past  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  and  I have  seen  policemen 
drinking  at  the  bar  with  civilians. 

853 1!  What  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to 
home  drinking  ? — I think  my  opinion  is  this  : 
That  1 would  very  much  regret  that  it  should 
creep  into  any  section  of  the  community,  because 
it  would  just  be  ruinous  to  the  families  ; the 
children  of  necessity  would  see  the  bad  example 
of  their  fathers,  and  the  mothers  would  sometimes 
probably  indulge  in  liquor  too,  and  the  result 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
would  be  that  it  would  be  an  all-round  debauch, 
as  I have  seen  it.  1 have  seen  children  of  tender 
years  drinking. 

8532.  You  have  seen  children  drink,  and  you 
think  that  is  caused  by  home  drinking  ? — Yes, 
by  home  drinking  certainly,  and  wives  and  hus- 
bands have  not  been  able  to  refrain  from  drinking 
until  they  have  fallen  asleep  over  their  booze. 

8533.  And  that  you  consider  is  a much 
more  grievous  evil  than  the  keeping  open  of 
respectably  conducted  public-houses? — I consider 
it  a great  deal  more  dangerous  to  the  community 
and  the  morals  of  the  community,  to  pass  any 
Act  that  would  encourage,  or  that  would  be 
likely  to  propagate  home  drinking,  and  my 
opinion  is  that  this  Act  would  do  that. 

8534.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  to  the 
Committee  with  regard  to  the  probable  growth 
of  shebeening  as  a result  of  the  curtailment  of  the 
privileges  of  the  trade? — At  present  in  Cork  we 
have  very  little  shebeening  ; I do  not  know  of 
mere  than  two  or  three  shebeens,  I think,  in  the 
city.  I have  made  it  my  business  for  the  last 
few  years  to  mix  myself  up  with  the  people,  even 
before  this  Bill  was  introduced.  Being  personally 
interested  in  total  abstinence  l have  made  it  my 
business  to  look  round  the  city  and  go  into  the 
lowest  dens  and  into  the  highest  hotels,  and  I 
think  that  there  is  very  little  shebeening  in  Cork. 
There  is  a little,  but  probably  there  would  be  a 
great  deal  more  if  the  houses  were  closed  on 
Sundays. 

8535.  Would  that  curtailment  of  the  hours  on 
Saturday  nights  lead  to  the  same  result  ? - Pro- 
bably it  would. 

8536.  Is  the  drinking  in  shebeens  a very  great 
evil? — It  is, because  the  class  of  drink  that  they 
get  in  houses  of  that  description  is  very  bad. 

8537.  In  fact,  you  might  say  that  it  is  of  the 
very  worst  description? — Yes. 

8538.  Have  you  seen  its  effects  on  men  at  all? 
— Yes;  I have  seen  a man  drinking  in  a shebeen, 
and  less  than  half  the  quantity  of  drink  that 
would  be  necessary  to  make  him  tipsy  in  a public- 
house  would  make  him  tipsy  in  a shebeen. 

8539.  There  are  other  evil  results  also,  are 
there  not,  such  as  staying  out  late  at  night  ? — If 
the  clubs  were  started,  that  would  be  the  result 
of  the  clubs  on  night  drinking. 

8540.  Would  that  be  the  result  of  early 
closing  on  the  shebeens  also  ? — It  is  only  at  the 
late  hours  that  the  shebeens  can  get  a sale  for 
their  drinks.  I have  seen  people  go  into  a 
shebeen  at  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  but,  of  course, 
what  time  they  came  out  of  the  house  I could  not 
say. 

8541.  Do  you  know  -whether  there  was  any 
effort  made  in  Cork  by  people  in  favour,  of 
Sunday  closing  to  get  an  expression  of  opinion 
by  the  people  on  the  subject  ? — None  ; the  only 
effort  that  has  been  made  is  the  expression  of 
opinion  from  the  trades.  There  was  one  meet- 
ing held  in  Cork,  but  that  was  a meeting  of 
those  who  were  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing, 
and,  in  consequence  of  its  being  so,  I would  not 
attend  that  meeting.  If  they  left  it  an  open 
question  to  be  discussed  there,  I certainly  would 
have  attended  in  the  interests  of  the  class  that  I 
represent.  I have  known  that  at  this  meeting 

people 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
people  adverse  to  the  present  Act  were  excluded 
from  the  hall.  One  member  of  the  town  council, 
who  is  not  a publican  but  a merchant,  but  whose 
opinions  on  the  subject  were  known,  was  pre- 
vented from  entering  the  hall  on  that  night. 

8542.  And  I suppose  some  people  besides  ? — 
Yes,  a great  many  more. 

8543.  Was  this  matter  referred  to  at  your 
trades  meeting  by  anybody? — Yes,  it  was;  it 
was  referred  to  as  a bogus  meeting. 

8544.  Did  any  of  the  speakers  refer  to  it  as  a 
got-up  meeting,  from  which  other  people  than 
those  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  were  ex- 
cluded ? — I do  not  recollect  that. 

8545.  Do  you  not  remember  that  a speaker  at 
your  meeting,  who  was  invited  to  come  forward 
on  that  point  after  the  reading  of  the  report, 
referred  to  that  meeting  of  the  Sunday  closers 
as  a packed  meeting,  from  which  the  others  were 
excluded  ? — I have  no  recollection  of  it,  though 
it  might  have  occurred;  my  memory  does  not 
serve  me. 

8546.  With  regard  to  this  meeting  itself,  do 
you  consider  that  any  resolution  passed  by  such 
a meeting  would  be  a reflection  of  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Cork? — By  no 
means. 

8547.  On  the  platform  there  were  two  Members 
of  Parliament,  Mr.  Lane  and  Mr.  Healy,  were 
there  not? — Yes. 

8548.  Some  Catholic  clergymen  were  on  the 
platform  ? — Yes ; I remember  reading  in  the 
paper. 

8549.  The  mayor  was  in  the  chair  ? — Yes. 

8550.  And  there  were  some  Catholic  clergy- 
men on  the  platform? — Yes. 

8551.  And  two  Members  of  Parliament? — 
Yes. 

8552.  It  you  take  away  the  two  Members  of 
Parliament  and  the  Catholic  clergy,  who  else 
were  on  the  platform  ? — None  that  I could  call 
representative  men. 

8553.  Were  there  town  councillors  there  ? — 
Very  few. 

8554.  Were  there  Poor  Law  guardians  there  ? 
— None  that  I could  see  in  the  list. 

8555.  Were  there  any  men  at  all  of 'a  repre- 
sentative character  on  the  platform? — None  but 
the  clergymen  and  two  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

8556.  Who  were  the  others? — They  were  total 
abstainers  and  Sabbatarians.  I might  say  that  the 
meeting  was  chiefly  composed  of  three  societies 
in  Cork,  the  League  of  the  Cross,  the  Blue 
Ribbon  Army,  and  the  Good  Templars;  those 
are  the  three  temperance  organizations. 

8557.  So  that  it  was  a meeting  of  temperance 
organizations,  and  not  a meeting  of  the  people  ? 
— -It  was  not  a meeting  of  the  people  certainly. 

8558.  And  the  people  who  were  on  the  plat- 
form outside,  those  you  have  mentioned,  were 
teetotallers  and  Sabbatarians  ? — That  is  so. 

8559.  And  generally  peculiar  people  ? — They 
were  men  who  would  like  to  brew  just  about  as 
much  as  they  drink,  and  allow  nobody  else  to 
drink.  I may  say  further  that,  to  my  mind,  if 
they  had  their  way  they  would  prevent  brewing 
only  so  far  as  it  would  serve  for  their  own 
drinking  capacities. 

0.67. 


Mr.  William  Johnston. 

8560.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  the  total 
abstainers  of  Cork  were  of  that  opinion  ? — I do 
not  mean  any  such  thing. 

Chairman. 

8561.  You  are  talking  of  total  abstainers  now  ? 
— Yes ; in  other  words,  I think  they  would 
abolish  brewing  altogether  if  they  could. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8562.  I was  asking  you  about  the  composition 
of  this  meeting,  and  I say,  were  they  generally 
peculiar  people;  I mean  by  that  persons  who 
would  have  strong  opinions  on  certain  subjects  ; 
they  are  anti-vaccinators,  are  they  not? — I will 
not  answer  that  question. 

8563.  Are  they  not  faddists  of  every  descrip- 
tion ? — Yes,  they  are. 

8564.  Those  are  the  people  who  were  the  pro- 
moters of  the  meeting? — Yes. 

8565.  And  you  have  already  stated  that  those 
who  composed  the  meeting  were  teetotallers  and 
persons  belonging  to  the  total  abstinence  socie- 
ties ? — According  to  the  list  that  I have  seen  in 
the  paper  of  those  who  attended,  they  were. 

8566.  Then  you  would  say  that  it  was  not  a 
representative  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Cork  ? 
— By  no  means. 

8567.  And  any  resolutions  that  they  would 
pass  upon  this  subject  would  be  valueless  in  that 
point  of  view  ? — Probably  they  would  as  coming 
from  total  abstinence  societies. 

8568.  You  say  that  you  are  also  a member  of 
the  Cork  Corporation ; did  that  body  also  pass 
resolutions  against  the  extension  of  these  mea- 
sures to  Cork? — Yes;  it  was  I who  proposed  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8569.  What  measures  do  you  refer  to? — The 
Sunday  Closing  Act. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8570.  Do  you  remember  that  there  was  some 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  Town  Hall  also  about 
this  resolution ; do  you  remember  exactly  the 
resolution  that  was  passed  on  that  occasion ; was 
it  this,  that  no  change  in  the  Licensing  Acts  as 
in  force  in  Ireland  was  desirable? — Yes,  that 
was  the  resolution  as  passed ; that  was  the 
amended  resolution. 

8571.  And  which  was  passed  by  a large  majo- 
rity ? — Yes,  it  was  passed  by  a majority  of  the 
council  of  Cork. 

8572.  It  was  stated  by  a witness  here  that  a 
trades  meeting  was  held  on  the  night  when  the 
Sodalites  and  confraternities  were  being  held, 
and  a good  many  who  would  be  opposed  to  the 
Act  were  compulsorily  absent ; I want  to  know 
what  is  your  opinion  upon  that  subject? — Our 
meeting  was  not  held  until  a quarter  to  nine 
o’clock,  and  all  the  religious  societies  at  the 
several  churches  were  over  with  their  devotions 
at  that  time. 

8573.  Consequently  there  was  no  hindrance  to 
their  attending? — None  whatever. 

8574.  Have  you  any  classes  of  working  people 
in  Cork  who  would  be  inconvenienced  by  the 
closing  of  public-houses  at  an  earlier  hour  on 
Saturday  ? — Yes. 

X x 8575.  Would 
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8575.  Would  you  state,  for  the  information  of 
the  Committee,  which  classes  those  are  ? — As  a 
rule,  tradesmen  would  not  be  greatly  incon- 
venienced, so  far  as  drinking  was  concerned,  by 
their  closing  them  earlier,  but  their  present  habits 
would  necessitate  a continuation  of  what  they 
were  used  to.  There  are  others,  however,  who 
work  later  at  night,  especially  in  the  market  in 
the  city,  where  they  work  till  ten  o’clock.  The 
markets  are  not  closed  until  ten,  and  it  takes 
them  half  an  hour  after  that  to  dress  up  their 
stalls,  so  that  it  would  be  half-past  ten  before  the 
butchers  and  their  assistants  and  the  vegetable 
sellers  could  get  out  of  the  market  at  night,  and 
it  would  be  a great  inconvenience  to  them. 

8576.  And  their  work  is  generally  of  a labo- 
rious character,  is  it  not? — Very  much  so. 

8577.  And  you  think  they  would  need  refresh- 
ment?— Decidedly. 

_ 8578.  And  those  people,  I suppose,  have  along 
distance  to  go  home  after  their  day’s  work  ? — 
Some  of  them  have  two  miles  to  walk  after 
leaving  the  market. 

8579.  And  they  would  consider  it  a hardship 
to  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  getting 
refreshment? — I have  heard  them  express  an 
opinion  against  the  Bill  for  that  reason. 

8580.  Is  there  any  other  class  in  Cork  who 
would  be  inconvenienced  materially;  lor  instance, 
are  there  any  people  who  are  paid  their  wages 
late  on  Saturday  nights? — Yes;  the  labouring 
population  are  generally  paid  after  six  o’clock, 
'lhe  tradesmen  as  a rule  stop  work  at  two  o’clock 
or  four  o’clock,  but  the  labourers  are  compelled 
to  work  on,  even  in  establishments  where  the 
tradesmen  are  not  working. 

Chairman. 

8581.  Are  wages  paid  weekly  in  Cork  ? — Yes. 

8582.  On  what  days? — On  Saturdays  at  two 
o’clock,  and  on  Friday  evening  sometimes;  but 
the  great  majority  of  the  people  are  paid  on 
Saturdays  at  two  o’clock,  and  probably  it  would 
be  three  o’clock  before  they  would  all  get  paid. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8583.  Are  there  any  of  them  who  are  paid 
after  six  o'clock? — Yes,  a great  number  of  them 
are  paid  after  six  o’clock  in  the  evening  on 
Saturday  evening. 

8584.  Those  would  be  people  outside  the  large 
establishments,  where,  perhaps,  there  may  be  one 
or  two,  or  three  or  four  men  engaged  ? — Yes ; 
generally  in  large  establishments  they  pay  them 
all  oft  at  two  o’clock,  but  in  some  employments 
round  the  city  they  are  not  paid  till  six  o’clock 
in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8585.  But  the  majority  are  paid  by  three 
o’clock  ? — Quite  so. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8586.  That  would  be  in  the  large  establish- 
ments ? — In  the  city  I may  say  that  the  majority 
are  paid  before  three  o’clock. 

8587.  In  Cork,  as  well  as  in  Ireland  generally, 
the  majority  of  the  working  classes  are  people, 
are  they  not,  who  work  in  small  employments 
where  there  are  not  many  people  engaged  ? — I 
would  not  say  that. 


8588.  "Where  there  are  three  or  four  hands 
employed? — No,  I would  not  say  that ; the  ma- 
jority of  the  labouring  population,  so  far  as  em- 
ployment isooncerned,  are  in  large  establishments. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8589.  And  they  are  all  paid  by  three  o’clock  ? 
— Most  of  them  are  paid  by  three  o’clock  ; you 
have  got  a certain  proportion,  of  course,  that  are 
not  paid,  but  the  great  majority  I would  gen- 
erally say  are  paid  before  three  o’clock  on  Satur- 
day. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8590.  Are  the  tradesmen  that  you  represent 
and  their  opinions  a faithful  reflection  of  the 
opinions  of  the  working  classes  outside  the  organ- 
ised bodies? — They  are,  for  I have  made  in- 
quiries personally,  independent  altogether  of  the 
meeting  which  I held  in  the  Trades  Hall ; I have 
made  inquiries  amongst  all  sections  of  the  com- 
munity, and  I find  that  the  great  majority  of 
people  are  in  favour  of  leaving  things  as  they  are. 

8591.  Do  you  know  the  president  of  the  South 
of  Ireland  Cattle  Trade  Association,  Mr. 
Slattery  ? — Yes,  I do,  well. 

8592.  Does  he  represent  an  important  body 
of  men  ? — A very  important  body  of  men. 

8593.  They  are  men  who  move  about  a good 
deal  in  their  business,  are  they  not  ? — Yes.  they 
travel  a good  deal  to  fairs  and  markets,  pur- 
chasing all  over  Munster. 

8594.  What  is  Mr.  Slattery’s  opinion  upon 
this  subject? — His  opinion  as  expressed  to  me 
was  totally  against  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

8595.  And  I suppose  that  he  reflects  the 
opinion  of  his  body  or  of  his  association? — Yes, 
as  far  as  I could  know  from  coming  in  contact 
with  some  members  of  the  association  in  Cork ; 
to  my  own  knowledge  he  reflects  their  opinion. 

Chairman. 

8596.  In  his  conversation  did  he  speak  for 
himself  or  for  others  ? — He  spoke  for  his  asso- 
ciation. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

8597.  Those  are  men  who  have  always  a lot 
of  money  about  them,  are  they  not  ?• — Y es,  they 
always  possess  a lot  of  money  ; they  must  of  ne- 
cessity possess  a lot  of  money,  they  could  not 
carry  on  their  business  without  it. 

8598.  Their  occupation  is  such  as  to  demand 
the  exercise  of  their  ingenuity  very  much  ? — 
They  must  have  their  wits  about  them. 

8599.  And  they  would  consider  it  a hardship 
if  there  were  any  curtailment  of  the  hours  of 
closing  on  Sunday? — I am  sure  they  would. 

8600.  Do  you  know  the  chairman  of  the  Cork 
Board  of  Guardians,  Mr.  Michael  Hearn  ? — I do. 

8601.  Do  you  know  his  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject?— Yes. 

8602.  What  is  it? — It  is  adverse  to  Sunday 
closing,  even  in  the  country  districts,  for  he  is  a 
rural  guardian. 

8603.  What  is  his  occupation? — He  is  a 
farmer,  and  a very  extensive  farmer  in  the  liber- 
ties of  Cork. 

8604.  And  a most  respectable  man? — He 

must 
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Mr.  John  O’  Connor — continued, 
must  be  if  he  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  guar- 
dians, that  is  chai-acter  enough. 

8605.  He  is  not  a publican  ?— By  no  means. 

8606.  Nor  in  any  way  interested  in  public- 
houses  ?—  Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

8607.  And  his  opinion  is  adverse  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  Cork  ?—  Y es,  it  is. 

8608.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  adverse  to 
the  curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Saturday  ? — I 
have  not  heard  him  express  any  opinion  upon  that. 

8609.  I just  want  to  ask  you  one  further 

question  about  the  resolution  in  the  Cork 
Corporation : did  the  amended  resolution 

recorded  on  the  books  of  the  Cork  Corporation 
include  the  Saturday  closing  as  well  as  the 
Sunday  closing  question? — Yes,  it  did. 

8610.  Did  it  protest  against  any  alteration 
in  the  existing  licensing  law?— Yes,  it  did; 
probably  it  would  be  .veil  for  me  to  explain  to 
the  Committee  that  i>ne  resolution  dealt  with 
both  Saturday  and  Sunday,  but  it  was  proposed 
as  an  amendment  >,o  the  resolution  dealing  with 
shortening  the  hours  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

8611.  M.anyofthe  people  that  you  represent 
are  opposed  to  any  alteration  in  the  law? — Yes; 
so  far  as  I can  ascertain. 

8612.  Then  the  people  that  you  represent 
believe  that  it  would  result  in  greater  evils 
than  those  which  the  measures  contemplate 
removing  ? — That  is  so 

8613.  And  they  ha»e  expressed  their  opinion 
by  a resolution  to  that  effect? — Yes. 

8614.  And  you  believe  that  the  trades  and 
working  people  would  seek  to  evade  any  law  that 
may  be  passed  for  the  purpose? — And  they 
would  evade  it. 

8615.  You  think  that  they  would  create 
facilities  by  which  they  might  evade  successfully 
the  operation  of  such  a, law  ? — Yes,  they  would. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

8616.  I think  you  stated,  in  answer  to  the 
honourable  Member  who  last  questioned  you, 
that  one  reason  why  this  law  would  not  be 
respected  would  be  the  source  from  which  it 
emanated,  and  that  it  was  sought  to  be  imposed 
upon  them  from  London  ? — No,  I did  not  say  that. 

8617.  You  said,  did  you  not,  that  they  did  not 
approve  of  the  way  in  which  it  was  sought  to  be 
imposed  ? — No,  I did  not  give  any  such  answer. 

8618.  You  spoke  about  the  bad  example  to 
the  wives  and  children  if  liquor  was  brought  home 
and  drunk  in  their  own  houses  ? — Yes,  from  my 
own  experience. 

8619.  Is  it  not  a bad  example  to  the  wives  and 
children  for  the  husbands  to  be  spending  their 
evenings  in  the  public-houses  ? —It  might  be  a 
bad  example,  but  then  it  is  not  seen  in  the  midst 
of  them;  many  of  those  men  come  home  on 
Sunday  sober  to  their  homes,  and  their  families 
have  no  knowledge  of  what  is  going  on. 

8620.  Do  you  think  that  they  always  do  come 
home  sober? — The  majority  of  them  do. 

8621.  But  a good  many  of  them  do  not,  I 
presume  ? — Probably  a good  many  do  not. 

8622.  If  the  children  knew  that  their  father 
was  drinking,  might  it  not  act  as  an  example  to 
them  to  go  and  do  the  same? — No;  I do  not 
believe  that  with  the  present  Act  it  can  affect 
them  in  that  way. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

8623.  Did  you  ever  ask  the  opinion  of  the 
employes  in  public-houses  and  drinking  estab- 
lishments as  to  their  views  of  Saturday  and 
Sunday  early  closing  ? — No  ; I do  not  mind  the 
publicans  ; I am  not  in  their  interests. 

8624.  I mean  those  who  are  employed  in  the 
sale  of  drink  ; did  you  ever  speak  to  them  as  to 
the  length  of  their  hours? — l have  spoken  to 
several,  and  I daresay  they  rather  enjoy  the 
life  that  they  see  inside  the  bar. 

8625.  Do  you  think  that  they  enjoy  the  long 
hours? — No  ; but  I say  they  enjoy  the  life  that 
they  see  inside  the  bar. 

8626.  Have  you  ever  spoken  to  them  about 
the  length  of  their  hours  ? — No. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

8627.  Is  it  the  fact  or  not  that  there  are  any 
bars  at  all  in  Cork  where  men  are  employed  ? — 
There  are  some,  but  they  are  very  few. 

8628.  Would  you  say  that  there  are  four  bars 
in  Cork  where  men  are  employed? — About  half- 
a-dozen,  I should  think. 

8629.  Certainly  not  more  than  half-a-dozen? 
— Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

8630.  But  there  are  many,  are  there  not,  at 
which  young  women  are  employed  ?— Most  of 
them. 

8631.  How  many  would  there  be  in  Cork? — 
I could  not  tell  the  number. 

8632.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  hours 
which  they  work  ? — I do. 

8633.  Do  you  know  that  they  work  100  hours 
in  the  week? — They  work  from  seven  o’clock  in 
the  morning  until  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  but  I 
know  that  during  midday  they  get  a few  hours 
to  go  out  and  take  the  air. 

8634.  Do  you  think  that  their  hours  are 
reasonable  ? — 1 do  not  know. 

8635.  Would  you  like  to  work  so  long  your- 
self?— I have  often  worked  longer. 

8636.  But  you  would  not  like  to  work  more 
than  54  or  56  hours  a week? — I have  often 
worked  double  time. 

8637  But  you  would  not  like  yourself  to  work 
over  54  hours  a week  without  being  paid  over- 
time ? — I should  not  think  I would. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

8638.  What  I want  to  know  from  you  is  this  : 
are  the  barmaids  in  Cork  considered  as  a part  of 
the  family  of  the  people  for  whom  they  do  i>usi- 
ness  ? — They  always  reside  in  the  house  with  the 
owner  of  the  establishment. 

8639.  And  they  are  considered  as  part  of  the 
family  ? — Yes. 

8640.  And  are  treated  as  such  ? — Yes. 
You  must  understand  that  a great  many  of  the 
people  own  the  houses  themselves  ; in  fact,  the 
great  majority  of  them  own  the  houses,  and 
attend  to  their  own  bars. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

8641.  I understand  you  to  say  that  there  are  a 
great  many  young  women  employed  in  the  bars? 
— Yes. 

8642.  And  those  are  hired  by  the  year,  are 

they  not? — Decidedly.  1 think  it  would  be 

advisable  that  their  hours  should  be  shortened. 

x x 2 8643  How 
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Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

8643.  How  can  that  be  done  except  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament? — There  are  numbers  of 
establishments  in  which  the  assistants  have  a 
day  out,  or  part  of  a day,  and  they  can  always 
arrange  in  those  establishments  to  help  one 
another  and  suit  themselves. 

8644.  Do  you  think  that  the  drink-sellers  of 
Cork  would  be  willing  to  have  two  relays  of 
assistants? — That  is  their  matter,  not  mine. 

8645.  Do  you  think  that  they  would? — I do 
not  know  what  those  people  think  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Agg-Gar drier. 

8646.  I think  you  aie  of  opinion  that  the 
working  classes  in  Cork  are,  on  the  whole,  ad- 
verse to  the  extension  of  this  Act? — Yes,  I 
am. 

8647.  I suppose  they  consider  it  in  the  form 
of  class  legislation? — They  do  look  upon  it  as 
class  legislation. 

8648.  The  wealthier  classes  of  the  people  who 
can  spend  money  would  not  be  deprived  of  ob- 
taining drink  and  refreshment  where  the  working 
classes  would  ? — That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
they  object  to  it. 

8649.  I suppose  that  closing  at  an  earlier  hour 
on  Saturday  and  the  closing  on  Sunday  would 
be  beneficial  to  themselves? — Yes,  it  would,  and 
to  all  the  class  of  publicans’  assistants. 

8650.  Are  there  any  temperance  hotels  in 
Cork  ?— I know  but  one  only. 

8651.  I suppose  that  temperance  hotels  would 
gain  also  by  the  closing  of  the  public-houses? — 
1 doubt  it. 

8652.  Do  not  you  think  that  people  would  be 
more  disposed  to  frequent  temperance  hotels  for 
the  sake  of  refreshment  if  the  public-houses  were 
closed  ? —I  think  not. 

8653.  With  regard  to  the  bona  fide  traveller 
clause,  have  you  any  views  on  that  point  ? Do 
you  think  that  the  distances  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended?—I do  not  think  that  they  should; 
I think  they  should  remain  as  they  are. 

8654.  You  were  asked  about  the  long  hours 
on  Sunday.  I suppose  the  work  at  the  bar  is 
not  so  heavy  as  manual  labour  ? — Certainly ; 
but  you  will  remember  that  for  two  or  three 
hours  they  have  very  hard  work  at  the  bar  late 
at  night. 

8655.  But  the  work  is  not  of  the  same  sort  as 
manual  labour? — It  is  hard  work  for  six  or 
seven  hours,  during  which  they  have  very  little 
leisure,  and  in  which  the  sale  is  constant. 

8656.  It  would  not  be  100  hours  a week  con- 
secutive labour? — No. 

8657.  Not  like  a carpenter’s  labour? — No  : at 
least,  it  is  not  so  in  my  estimation.  Their  labour 
is  inside  the  bar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8658.  You  say  you  are  a total  abstainer  your- 
self?— Yes,  1 have  never  drank. 

8659.  Are  you  a member  of  any  temperance 
society  ? — No,  I am  not  a member  of  any  tem- 
perance society. 

8660.  But  you  believe  in  the  principle  of  not 
drinking  any  intoxicating  drinks? — Yes,  1 believe 
in  that. 

8661.  You  believe  it  is  good  for  the  moral 
welfare  of  the  people  to  abstain  ? — Yes,  I do. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

8662.  And  you  believe  in  advocating  that,  I 
suppose  ? — Yes. 

8663.  And  those  are  your  opinions? — Yes. 

8664.  Then  you  rather  differ  from  the  gentle- 
men who  sent  you  here  ? — They  rather  differ  from 
me  in  the  way  of  going  about  it. 

8665.  Do  you  believe  in  not  drinking  intoxi- 
cating drinks? — Yes,  I do. 

8666.  And  you  have  very  consistently  adhered 
to  that,  have  you  not? — Yes,  I have. 

8667.  Consequently,  you  differ  in  principle 
from  those  who  drink  intoxicating  liquors? — 
Probably  it  would  be  well  that  I should  explain 
that  I have  no  objection  to  any  man  drinking,  so 
long  as  he  drinks  reasonably. 

8668.  Then  you  believe  that  in  a little  drink 
there  is  no  harm  ? — I do  not  believe  that  there 
can  be  any  harm  in  a little  drink  if  a man  can 
afford  to  drink. 

8669.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  that  he 
should  drink  none  at  all? — If  he  was  in  the  trade 
himself,  and  could  not  trust  himself,  it  would  be 
better  then  that  he  should  be  a total  abstainer. 

8670.  Am  I to  understand  that  although  you 
are  a total  abstainer  yonrself,  at  the  same  time 
you  see  no  objection  to  people  drinking  in  modera- 
tion ? — That  is  the  fact. 

8671.  But  you  have  a very  great  objection  to 
seeing  people  drunk?— Yes,  decidedly. 

8672.  You  are  quite  alive  to  the  evils  which 
drink  brings  upon  any  community  or  country  ? — 
I am. 

8673.  So  much  so  that  you  advocate  it  by 
your  own  example  of  total  abstinence  ? — Yes,  I 
do. 

8674.  And  you  would  prefer,  rather  than  to 
see  people  drinking  to  excess,  to  see  everybody 
doing  what  you  do  yourself? — That  is  so. 

8675.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Cork  ? — 
I was  born  in  the  city,  and  have  always  lived 
there. 

8676.  And  you  are  the  representative  of  the 
Carpenters’  Society? — Yes,  and  representative  of 
the  trades. 

8677.  How  many  working-men  and  artizans 
employed  in  Cork  are  members  of  trade  societies? 
— I cannot  say  exactly,  but  I can  give  you  the 
number  of  the  affiliated  trades. 

8678.  What  is  the  number  of  affiliated  trades  ? 
— We  have  over  20  trades  affiliated  to  the 
association,  and  some  of  those  societies  are  con- 
stituted of  more  than  one  trade;  we  have  20 
societies. 

8679.  What  is  the  number  of  members? — 
About  2,000  heads  of  families,  working  men. 

8680.  You  say  there  are  2,000  of  the  affiliated 
trades  in  Cork? — Yes. 

868  J.  How  many  working  men  are  there  in 
Cork,  roughly  speaking? — I could  not  really 
say  ; I have  no  idea. 

8682.  How  many  inhabitants  are  there  in 
Cork  ? — Close  on  90,000. 

8683.  Would  not  it  be  fair  to  take  one-third  of 
that  number  as  working  men  ? — I estimate  that 
a third  of  them  would  be  tradesmen. 

8684.  Taking  15,000,  or  one-sixth  of  them 
as  working  men,  would  that  be  a fair  comparison  ? 
— There  would  not  be  15,000  regular  tradesman; 
there  a great  many  people  who  work  at  trades 
who  are  not  tradesmen. 

8685.  I am 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

8685.  I am  talking  of  working  men ; what 
would  be  the  number  ?—  I am  speaking  of  people 
who  work. 

8686.  People  who  work  in  large  establish- 
ments?— People  who  work  at  different  trades. 

8687.  You  stated,  in  reply  to  my  honourable 
friend  who  examined  you,  that  you  had  had  very 
great  experience  of  the  working  classes  of  Cork  ? 
— So  I have. 

8688.  You  tell  me  that  there  are  about  2,000 
in  the  affiliated  societies  ?— Yes,  about  that. 

8689.  And  your  answer  to  the  question  of  my 
honourable  friend  shows  that  independently  of 
the  trades  you  have  some  knowledge  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  whole  of  the  working  classes  in 
Cork ; I want  to  put  this  very  simple  question 
to  you,  and  I want  you  to  give  me  a general 
answer,  if  you  cannot  give  me  an  exact  answer. 
How  many  men  are  employed  in  the  trades  of 
Cork  ; the  population,  you  tell  me,  is  90,000 ; can 
you  tell  me  what  proportion  of  those  are  ordinary 
working  men  or  artizans  in  the  city  ? — I should 
say  that  it  would  b close  on  5,000  or  6,000. 

8690.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  there  are  only 
6,000  ? — About  that. 

8691.  Then  you  represent  simply  a third  of 
that  number,  2,000?— I represent  the  regular 
trade  societies  in  the  City  of  Cork. 

8692.  Composed  of  2,000  members? — Yes, 
composed  of  2,000  members. 

8693.  If  the  working  population  of  the  City  of 
Cork  is  .6,000,  according  to  your  statement  you 
represent  a third  of  it?— But  you  must  under- 
stand that  I represent  the  whole  of  the  recognised 
trades  of  Cork  ? 

8694.  And  they  are  composed  of  2,000  con- 
stituents?— That  is  so. 

8695.  My  honourable  friend  brings  you  here 
as  representing  the  workmen  of  Cork,  and  I 
want  to  see  what  number  of  workmen  you  repre- 
sent; I think  you  said  that  you  represent  2,000, 
and  I want  to  see  what  proportion  that  is  of  the 
working  men  of  Cork  ? — But  it  would  be  right  to 
explain  that  there  are  a great  many  apprentices 
and  society  men’s  sons  whom  I cannot  include  in 
that,  but  they  are  still,  so  to  speak,  represented  at 
the  association. 

8696.  I suppose  your  trade  society  is  conducted 
very  much  like  the  English  trade  societies,  you 
have  certain  members  and  their  names  are  on 
the  books? — Yes. 

8697.  No  man  unless  his  name  is  on  the  books 
is  a member  of  your  society  ? — That  is  so. 

8698.  Are  there  2,000  names  on  vour  books  ? 
—Yes. 

8699.  I think  you  stated  that  the  majority  of 
the  working  men  were  paid  at  three  o’clock  on 
Saturday  ? — Yes;  I said  that. 

8700.  If  the  public-houses  closed  at  nine 
instead  of  eleven  on  Saturday  night  on  what’  class 
would  it  be  a hardship  ? — On  the  shopkeepers’ 
assistants. 

8701.  At  what  time  do  the  shops  close  in  Cork? 
— Some  of  them  keep  open  till  eleven,  more  of 
them  till  ten. 

8702.  How  many  keep  open  till  eleven? — The 
great  majority  of  the  small  shops  in  which  poor 
people  deal  keep  open  till  eleven. 

8703.  You  mean  the  spirit  grocers  ? — No,  even 

0.67. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

grocers  without  a spirit  license  attached  and  the 
grocers  to  which  a spirit  license  is  attached. 

8704.  You  think  it  would  be  an  inconvenience 
to  those  who  are  employed  in  shops  if  the 
public-houses  were  closed  earlier  on  Saturday  ? — 
Yes. 

8705.  You  said,  speaking  from  your  experience, 
you  were  very  much  afraid  that  if  the  public- 
houses  closed  your  trade  societies  would  be  turned 
into  clubs  ? — Yes,  1 have  a grave  fear  of  it. 

8706.  And  that  they  would  naturally  drink  at 
those  clubs  ? — Yes. 

8707.  And  do  you  apprehend  that  there  is 
more  danger  of  drinking  at  clubs,  than  from  the 
temptation  of  passing  12  public-houses  ? — Yes ; 
decidedly . 

8708.  You  think  that  one  club  is  worse  than  12 
public-houses  ? — Yes,  I do. 

8709.  Respecting  Sundays  I take  it  that  you 
are  opposed  to  total  closing  on  Sunday  ? — Yes,  I 
am. 

8710.  Do  you  think  that  a reduction  of  the 
number  of  hours  on  Sunday  would  be  a serious 
hardship  on  the  people? — So  far  as  hardship  goes 
on  Sunday  I will  not  answer,  but  I know  right 
well  that  they  would  object  to  it  themselves,  and 
that  it  would  result  in  evil  to  themselves. 

8711.  Then  it  would  not  be  a hardship? — It 
would  be  a hardship  to  them. 

8712.  I thought  you  said  you  would  not 
answer  that  question  ? — I say  it  would  be  a hard- 
ship to  the  people  themselves  to  close  the  houses. 

8713.  Why  would  it  be  a hardship  to  the 
people  themselves  ? — Because  I do  not  know  at 
what  portion  of  the  day  you  would  take  off  the 
two  hours. 

8714.  The  houses  at  present  are  open  from  two- 
till  seven,  are  they  not? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

8715.  Supposing  they  were  open  from  two  to 
five  in  the  afternoon,  where  would  the  hardship 
be  ? — The  hardship  would  be  this,  that  if  they  go 
for  a country  walk  in  the  daytime  and  return  to 
the  town  at  about  six  o’clock  for  their  supper,- 
they  would  require  some  refreshment  when  they 
ccme  back  from  a long  walk,  aud  they  could  not 
possibly  get  refreshment  when  they  come  back 
if  the  houses  are  closed. 

8716.  Do  the  people  in  Cork  generally  have 
supper  at  six  o’clock? — Yes,  generally  on  Sun- 
day evenings. 

8717.  You  say,  do  you  not,  that  there  are  three 
shebeens  in  Cork  ? — Yes. 

8718.  Have  those  shebeens  ever  been  under 
the  notice  of  the  police  ? — I do  not  know  that. 

8719.  Have  you  never  taken  upon  yourself 
any  initiative  in  endeavouring  to  suppress  them  ? 

—No. 

8720.  You  have  known  that  the  three  she- 
beens were  going  on  ? — Yes. 

8721.  And  you  never  interfered  with  them? 
— No,  I never  interfered  with  them. 

8722.  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  way  in 
which  the  police  administer  the  present  law  in 
Cork  ? — Yes,  I have. 

8723.  Is  it  carried  out  fairly  and  indepen- 
dently of  political  considerations? — In  many 
instances  I say  that  privileges  are  given  to  pub- 
licans who  are  Conservatives  in  their  politics. 

8724.  Am  I to  understand  from  you  that  there 
is  not  perfect  fairness  shown  to  publicans  who 

x x 3 profess 
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^ I r.  Jacoby  — continued . 

profess  Nationalist  views? — Generally  speaking, 
there  is,  but  in  some  instances  privileges  would 
be  given  to  others.  I do  not  believe  that  there 
is  any  great  hardship  in.  that  respect  in  the  City 
of  Cork,  but  greater  privileges,  as  a fact,  would 
be  allowed,  I think,  to  those  of  Conservative 
tendencies. 

8725.  Then,  in  answer  to  my  question,  you  say 
that  favouritism  is  shown  to  those  who  are 
politically  Conservatives  ? — That  is  so. 

Chairman. 

8726.  Do  you  state  that  from  wliat  you  call 
general  repute  or  from  instances  that  you  have 
individually  examined? — It  is  from  instances 
coming  under  my  own  notice. 

Mr.  Big  gar. 

8727.  You  told  us  that  it  is  customary  for  pub- 
licans who  have  barmaids  and  barmen  to  give 
them  a certain  time  for  rest  and  recreation 
during  the  day?— Yes;  I have  known  that  to 
occur. 

8728.  But  is  it  customary,  is  it  generally  the 
case? — Yes,  it  is  customary.  So  far  as  the 
places  that  1 resort  to  are  concerned,  it  is  the 
custom  to  give  a barmaid  some  portion  of  the  day 
to  go  out  and  take  the  air. 

8729  I suppose  you  know  something  of  the 
sort  and  the  amount  of  labour  that  a bar- 
maid has  to  undergo  compared  with  a shop- 
woman  in  a draper’s  shop  ; which  do  you  con- 
sider the  most  laborious? — It  is  according  to  the 
labour  they  would  have  to  undergo. 

8730.  I mean  in  an  average  draper’s  shop,  and 
an  average  place  where  barmaids  are,  which 
would  be  the  more  laborious  occupation  ? — I 
consider  that  the  draper’s  assistants  occupation 
would  be  more  laborious,  because  the  labour 
would  be  continuous. 

8731.  But  the  hours  would  be  shorter? — Yes, 
the  hours  would  be  shorter,  but  the  labour 
would  be  continuous. 

8732.  I suppose  you  know  that,  in  most  of  the 
public-houses  in  Cork  there  are  servant  men,  and 
in  some  cases  waiters  and  waitresses,  and  other 
assistants,  for  washing  and  cleaning  and  so  on? 
Yes,  servants. 

8733.  I suppose  the  servant  man  or  servant 
iiirl  must  be  on  duty  before  the  house  opens  in 
the  morning ; certainly,  she  must  be  up  some 
time  before  the  place  opens  at  seven  or  half-past 
seven  ? — As  a rule  they  do  not  open  very  punctu- 
ally at  seven. 

8734.  Are  they  not  legally  bound  to  open  at 
seven  ? — As  a rule,  they  do  not  open  very  sharp 
at  seven.  It  would  be  about  seven  or  half-past, 
I should  say. 

8735.  And  the  girl  must  be  up  at  seven  o’clock  ? 
— She  must  be  up  at  half-past  six. 

8736.  And  the  servant  maid  is  not  off  duty 
all  day? — No,  she  is  not. 

8737.  Then  after  the  house  is  closed  at  eleven, 
she  would  have  cleaning  up  and  things  of  that 
sort  to  do  ? — I do  not  think  that  a servant  maid 
in  any  house  has  anything  at  all  to  do  with  the 
bar. 


Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

8738.  You  talk  about  the  waitresses  in  some 
of  those  public-houses  ; of  course  they  would 
be  occupied  from  the  time  the  house  is  opened 
in  the  morning  until  eleven  o’clock  at  night? — All 
the  youngsters  who  wait  would  be. 

8739.  Those  youngsters  come  on  at  seven 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  are  on  duty  until 
eleven  o’clock  at  night  ? — They  are. 

8740.  Do  those  boys  or  young  people  live  in 
the  house  ? — They  do  not. 

8741.  Then  they  must  be  up  in  time  to  be  in 
their  place  of  businessatseveno’clockin  the  morn- 
ing, and  they  must  go  home  after  the  house  is 
closed  at  eleven  o’clock  at  night  ? — So  they  must. 

8742.  So  that,  in  fact,  those  boys  are  kept  on 
constant  duty  from  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning 
until  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  16  hours,  six  days  a 
week,  and  they  have  to  come  to  their  work  in 
the  morning  before  seven  o’clock,  and  go  hoi  ne  after 
eleven  o’clock  at  night  ? — In  a great  many  cases 
they  do  not  keep  boys  at  all. 

8743.  I mean,  where  waiters  are  employed 
that  would  be  so  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8744.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  over 
19,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cork  employed  in 
industrial  work  as  workmen  and  artizans? — No, 
not  as  artizans,  I should  say. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

8745.  Have  you  taken  a very  active  part  in 
the  propagation  of  total  abstinence  principles  ? — 
No,  I have  not,  because  I have  quite  enough  to 
do  in  the  woi’k  of  the  trades,  and  as  a representa- 
tive of  the  ward  in  the  city  as  a corporatian,  I do 
not  choose  to  join  any  association  that  I could 
not  devote  time  to. 

8746.  Do  you  think  that  your  adoption  of 
total  abstinence  principles  has  had  anything  to 
do  with  your  election  as  president  of  the  Trades 
Association  ? — None  whatever. 

8747.  Do  you  think  that  you  would  have  suc- 
ceeded to  your  office  whether  you  had  been 
a total  abstainer  or  not? — Yes,  I believe  I 
would. 

8748.  Do  you  think  that  the  Members  of  Par- 
liament for  the  City  of  Cork  represent  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  Cork  on  political  ques- 
tions ? — Yes. 

8749.  Are  Mr.  Maurice  Healy  and  Mr.  Lane, 
who  were  present  at  the  meeting,  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  ? — Mr.  Lane  is  not  a Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork. 

8750.  Does  Mr.  Maurice  Healy  represent  the 
opinions  of  his  constituents  upon  this  question? 
— Not  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

8751.  I should  like  to  ask  whether  the  general 
question  of  shortening  the  hours  of  labour  comes 
within  the  scope  of  the  objects  of  your  Trades 
Association  ? — Yes,  it  does. 

8752.  Have  you  ever  made  any  representation 
on  behalf  of  boys  or  young  people  who  may  be 
employed  over  100  haui-3  a week  in  this  trade  ? 
— We  deal  only  with  members  of  our  own 
organisation. 

8753.  Do  not  you  make  any  exertions  for 
others  outside  at  all  ? — We  have  no  power. 

8754.  You 
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Mr.  Rowntree — continued. 

8754.  You  do  not  do  so,  I understand? — 
No. 

8755.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee,  out  of  the 
600  and  odd  licensed  houses  in  Cork,  in  how 
many  do  you  know  as  a matter  of  fact,  from  your 
own  personal  knowledge,  that  time  is  allowed  to 
the  assistants  for  recreation  in  the  middle  of  the 
day? — I do  not  resort  to  all  the  houses  in  Cork, 
but  in  every  house  that  I am  in  the  habit  of 
resorting  to,  I know  as  a fact  that  they  are 
allowed  some  time  for  recreation. 

8756.  How  many  do  you  speak  to  that  you 
know  of? — I do  not  resort  to  more  than  20 
or  30. 

8757.  Could  you  give  the  Committee  the 
names  of  20  where  this  practice  exists? — I do 
not  believe  that  I could  give  their  names,  be- 
cause I do  not  trouble  myself  with  the  names  of 
publicans. 

8758.  Could  you  give  us  the  names  of  five  ? — 
I could. 

8759.  Will  you  give  them  to  me? — There  is 
Carey,  in  Winthrop-street,  a barmaid;  and 
Carey,  in  Prince’s-street,  a barmaid. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8760.  Is  that  the  same  party  ? — Yes,  and  I 
know  Macnamara,  in  Chapel-hill,  a barmaid. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

8761.  Where  is  she  ? — At  Mrs.  Collins’s. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8762.  Mrs.  Collins  is  not  the  publican  at  the 

corner  of  -square,  is  she?— No;  it  is  a 

public-house  in  South  Main-street.  She  is  after 
selling  the  house  now,  but  when  I went  into  the 
house  she  used  to  give  her  barmaid  time  to  go 
out  in  the  evening.  I do  not  recollect  any  more, 
because  I am  not  in  the  habit  of  going  into 
them. 

8763.  Do  you  know  any  public-houses  in 
Cork,  besides  those,  where  they  have  a barmaid  ? 
— Yes  ; but  as  a matter  of  fact,  the  majority  of 
the  houses  I go  into  are  houses  that  have  boys  or 
men  in  the  bar. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

87  64.  Do  you  know  a single  place  where  the 
employe  is  allowed  an  hour  for  recreation? — I 
have  never  made  inquiries  into  that  matter.  I 
do  not  know  any  of  my  own  knowledge. 

8765.  Does  not  that  interest  you  ? — It  would 
interest  me  to  see  them  get  some  little  time  for 
recreation. 

8766.  Have  you  ever  done  anything  to  pro- 
mote it? — No. 

Mr.  Lea. 

8767.  Do  you  know  what  bogus  clubs  are  ! — 
Yes. 

8768.  Is  there  such  a thing  in  the  City  of 
Cork  ? — I would  say  that  there  are  two  or  three 
that  might  come  under  the  heading  of  bogus 
olubs. 

8769.  Do  you  know  that  there  are  three? — 
Yes ; two  or  three  have  been  pointed  out  to 
me. 

8770.  You  say,  do  you  not,  that  you  represent 
about  2,000  men  ?— More  than  that.  I say  that 
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Mr.  Lea  — continued. 

there  are  2,000  affiliated  to  the  society ; but  I 
represent  more  than  that. 

8771.  How  many  of  them  are  teetotallers,  like 
yourself? — 1 could  not  really  tell. 

8772.  Are  there  a fair  number  ?— I should  say 
that  there  are  a pretty  fair  number  of  them  tee- 
totallers. 

8773.  Two  hundred  or  300,  would  you  say? — 
Yes;  or  more,  I should  say. 

8774.  Would  they  be  in  favour  of  total  Sun- 
day closing? — It  was  a total  abstainer  who 
seconded  the  resolution,  and  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  resolution  that  I have  referred  to  at  the 
United  Trades. 

8775.  Would  any  of  those  200  or  300  people 
be  in  favour  of  keeping  the  public-houses  open 
all  day  on  Sundays  ? — I believe  the  majority  of 
them  would. 

8776.  But  not  all  ? — Not  all. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8777.  Are  you  a working  carpenter? — I was, 
but  I am  not  now. 

8778.  What  are  you  ?— I am  a man  of  inde- 
pendent means. 

8779.  Then  we  cannot  take  you  as  an  abso- 
lutely working  tradesman?— I have  worked 
within  two  years. 

8780.  I am  speaking  of  what  you  are  now  ? — 
I am  a member  still  of  the  Carpenters’  Society, 
and  a paid-up  member. 

8781.  Can  we  take  you  as  an  absolutely 
working  carpenter  ?— At  the  present  moment  I 
am  not  a working  carpenter. 

8782.  You  represent  a trades’  organisation, 
the  Associated  and  Congregated  Trades  of  Cork? 
— Yes,  the  associated  trades  of  Cork. 

8783.  They  sent  you  here  ? — No,  they  did 
not ; 1 have  been  summoned  by  this  Com- 
mittee, and  I have  come  with  their  sanction. 

8784.  That  is  the  only  sanction  that  you  have 
from  any  persons  in  Cork  to  represent  them  ? — 
The  only  sanction  is  the  resolution  which  was 
proposed  at  the  meeting. 

8785.  Are  there  any  members  of  the  League 
of  the  Cross  in  the  Congregated  Trades  in  Cork  ? 
— There  are. 

8786.  Do  you  represent  them? — Yes. 

87  87.  On  this  question  ? — I should  say  that  I 
do. 

8788.  Have  they  authorised  you  to  do  so? — 
A League  of  the  Cross  man  supported  the 
resolution. 

8789.  Have  the  League  of  the  Cross  men 
inside  the  Congregated  Trades  authorised  you 
to  come  here  and  state  to  the  Committee  openly 
in  their  name  that  they  are  opposed  to  Sunday 
and  early  Saturday  night  closing? — The  only 
authority  that  I got  was  the  authority  of  that 
meeting  at  which  the  resolution  was  passed, 
which  was  supported  by  a League  of  the  Cross 
man. 

8790.  Out  of  2,000  men  who,  you  say,  are  in 
the  Congregated  Trades? — Yes. 

8791.  The  census  returns  give  the  industrial 
class  in  the  City  of  Cork  as  19,463  ; 13,676  of 
those  being  men,  and  5,787  women;  do  you 
represent  those  people? — A great  many  of 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
them,  I might  say  that  I represent  the  opinions 
of  those  people. 

8792.  Do  you  think  Mr.  Maurice  Healy  does 
not  represent  the  opinion  of  some  of  them  ? — I 
believe  he  does  of  some  of  them,  but  not  of  the 
majority. 

8793.  That  is  your  opinion? — Yes,  that  is  my 
opinion. 

8794.  Do  not  you  think  that  a Member  of 
Parliament  is  probably  as  able  to  know  the 
opinion  of  his  constituents  as  you  are? — Not  so 
well  as  I. 

8795.  You  talked  about  some  privileges  that 
were  given  by  the  police  to  Conservative 
publicans;  are  there  many  Conservative  publicans 
in  the  City  of  Cork  ?— I could  not  say  that  there 
are  a great  many.  There  are  not  a great  many 
Conservative  publicans  there,  to  my  knowledge. 

8796.  You  stated  that  you  are  aware  that  the 
police  have  given  privileges  under  the  licensing 
law  to  those  Conservative  publicans  which  they 
have  denied  to  Nationalist  publicans.  I am  not 
going  to  ask  you  who  the  men  are.  I am  simply 
going  to  ask  you  what  is  the  nature  of  the  privi- 
leges that  the  police  have  conferred  upon  those 
men. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8797.  I object  to  the  form  of  the  question  ; in 
the  first  place,  the  witness  did  not  say  that  privi- 
leges were  granted  under  the  licensing  law  to 
those  people? — No;  I did  not. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8798.  What  privileges  are  conferred  upon 
them? — Allowing  them  to  keep  their  houses 
open  until  late  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday 
night. 

8799.  Is  not  that  under  the  licensing  law  ? — 
They  were  drinking  themselves  in  the  houses. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8800.  What  you  meant  to  say  was  that  cer- 
tain publicans  kept  open  their  houses,  and  that 
the  police  did  not  do  their  duty ; is  that  what 
you  meant? — Yes;  that  is  what  I meant. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8801.  That  is  the  nature  of  the  privileges 
which  you  say  the  police  have  conferred  upon 
those  men? — Yes. 

8802.  You  have  referred  to  a meeting  which 
was  held  in  the  Assembly  Rooms,  and  you  have 
stated  that  it  was  composed  of  the  representatives 
of  three  temperance  societies,  and  that  other 
people  who  did  not  share  their  views  were  ex- 
cluded. Did  you  see  the  requisition  to  the 
Mayor  of  Cork,  which  was  admitted  here  by 
the  mayor  to  be  a genuine  requisition,  convening 
the  meeting? — Yes,  I did;  1 saw  it  in  the 
paper. 

8803.  Did  you  see  the  names  of  47  Catholic 
clergymen  in  the  city  of  Cork  attached  to  that 
requisition  ? — Yes ; I did. 

8804.  Do  you  say  that  those  men  are  all 
members  of  temperance  societies? — The  great 
majority  of  them. 

8805.  Is  Canon  O’Mahony,  who  moved  the 
resolution,  a teetotaller  ? — I believe  he  is. 

8806.  Have  you  any  ground  for  that  belief? 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

— I have  heard  him  speak  upon  temperance 
matters,  and  I have  read  his  speeches. 

8807.  Have  you  any  ground  for  stating  that 
Canon  O’Mahony  is  a teetotaller  ? — I have  no 
ground  for  stating  it,  any  more  than  that  he  pre- 
sides at  the  Sodalites.  My  ground  for  the 
statement  was  this,  that  I have  heard  him  advo- 
cate total  abstinence  in  the  city,  and  I take  it 
for  granted  that  he  must  be  a total  abstainer. 

8808.  Is  Canon  Sheehan  a total  abstainer?— 
I am  not  aware. 

8809.  On  the  contrary,  here  on  the  last  day  of 
the  sitting  of  the  Committee  he  was  one  of  the 
speakers  at  that  meeting,  and  I think  he  care- 
fully kept  aloof  from  all  this  agitation  in  the 
newspapers ; and  I ask  you,  did  not  Canon 
O’Mahony  and  Canon  Sheehan  move  the  resolu- 
tions at  that  meeting  which  we  have  been  speak- 
ing of? — So  I believe. 

8810.  Are  you  able  to  tell  the  Committee  that 
either  of  those  reverend  gentlemen  belong  to  those 
organizations  that  you  have  described  ? — I do 
know  that  there  are  clergymen  in  Cork  who 
belong  to  them. 

8811.  Do  you  know  that  those  two  gentlemen 
belong  to  the  organization,  the  members  of  which 
you  say  composed  that  meeting  ? — No,  I do  not. 

8812.  You  stated  that  there  were  two  or  three 
bonus  clubs  to  your  knowledge  in  Cork? — Yes. 

8813.  Will  you  tell  me  what  you  mean  by  a 
bonus  club  ? — A few  men  congregating  together 
and  forming  a club  for  the  purpose  of  having 
drink  when  they  require  it. 

8814.  And  paying  so  much  a month  or  a 
quarter? — Yes,  for  the  support  of  the  room. 

8815.  Are  you  aware  of  three  or  four  of  those 
institutions  in  Cork  ?— Two  or  three,  I said. 

8816.  Are  they  upon  a large  scale? — I believe 
there  are  close  upon  100  members  in  some  of 
those  clubs. 

8817.  Are  you  aware  that  the  witnesses  whom 
we  have  had  here  from  Cork  have  given  unani- 
mous testimony  that  they  know  of  no  such  thing  ? 
—Possibly  they  would  not  know  it  and  I would. 

8818.  You  say  that  the  traders  of  Cork  have 
sent  you  here  under  a resolution  to  oppose  the 
closing  of  public-houses  earlier  on  Saturday 
nio-ht,  is  that  so  ? — No,  I did  not  say  any  such 
thing. 

8819.  Do  you  say  that  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  Cork  is  against  the  early  Saturday 
closino-  as  a whole? — We  did  not  hold  any  meet- 
ing against  the  early  Saturday  closing,  and  I 
stated  so  in  the  beginning  of  my  evidence. 

8820.  Beyond  your  evidence,  is  your  own 
opinion  aided  by  inquiries  ? — The  only  evidence 
I have  given  has  been  in  regard  to  the  Sunday 
closing,  and  1 added  some  opinions  of  my  own 
regarding  the  Saturday  closing. 

8821.  "Then  you  are  not  officially  delegated 
upon  that  question  ? — I am  not. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

8822.  Were  you  a long  time  in  Cork  ? — I was 
born  in  Cork. 

8823.  You  have  given  me  the  names  of  three 
people  who  have  been  barmaids,  can  you  remem- 
ber any  others  but  those  ? — I have  no  recollection 
of  the  names  of  those  people. 

8824.  Will 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

8824.  Will  you  carry  your  mind  through  the 
city  of  Cork,  can  you  think  of  more  than  ten  or  a 
dozen  people  who  have  barmaids  ? — I could  not 
remember  the  names ; I know  a good  many  of 
them,  but  I do  not  know  their  names. 

Chairman. 

8825.  Do  you  wish  to  qualify  your  statement 
that  there  were  200  or  300,  or  do  you  adhere  to 
that  statement,  though  you  do  not  know  the  names 
of  the  establishments  ? — I adhere  to  the  state- 
ment, but  I do  not  know  the  names  of  the 
establishments. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

8826.  Do  not  the  girls  you  do  know  of  live 
with  the  family? — Yes,  the  girls  that  I know  of 
live  with  the  family,  and  get  their  time  for  re- 
creation as  I mrntioned. 

8827.  They  look  upon  the  house  in  which  they 
are  engaged  as  a kind  of  home  ? — They  look  upon 
it  as  such. 

8828.  And  they  are  very  glad  to  get  such  a 
position? — I should  think  so. 

8829.  With  regard  to  the  number  of  men  that 
are  employed ; how  many  establishments  in  Cork 
do  you  know  of  which  have  men  or  boys  em- 
ployed?— Ten  or  12. 

8830.  John  Horlan  has  two  establishments? — 
Yes,  and  John  Canty  has  four. 

8831.  Who  is  Woods? — In  Elbow-lane,  off 
Old  George’s-street ; he  keeps  a wine  establish- 
ment in  Cork-street. 

8832.  He  is  a wine  merchant,  is  he  not  ? — Yes, 
but  he  has  a public-house  in  Elbow-lane. 

8833.  That  is  three  ; who  else  do  you  remem- 
ber besides  those  tln-ee? — There  is  M‘Carthy. 

8834.  Is  not  M‘ Car  thy  a wine  merchant? — 
But  he  keeps  a public-house. 

8835.  But  he  does  not  keep  any  men  in  the 
public-house,  does  he  ? — Yes,  he  does. 

8836.  That  is  four? — That  is  all  I can  re- 
collect. 

8837.  There  are  four  publicans  who  keep  men 
and  four  publicans  who  keep  women  out  of  600  ? 
— That  is  all  I can  recollect  by  name. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued. 

8838.  And  you  have  been  all  your  lifetime  in 
Cork? — Yes. 

8839.  And  these  people  are  allowed  holidays 
and  hours  off  in  the  day  ? —The  women  are,  but 
I do  not  know  about  the  men ; I have  made  no 
inquiries  as  to  that. 

8840.  You  were  asked  a question  by  the  hon- 
ourable Member  for  Tyrone  regarding  your 
present  position.  Was  your  opinion  two  years 
ago,  when  you  were  a working  carpenter,  the 
same  as  it  is  now  when  you  are  living  on  your 
private  means? — Decidedly. 

8841.  And  you  have  not  altered  your  opiuion 
at  all  ? — Not  in  the  least. 

8842.  And  you  might  work  at  your  trade 
again  ? — I might  do  so. 

Mr.  Peter  McDonald. 

8843.  When  you  stated  that  the  Conservatives 
were  favoured  as  against  Nationalists,  did  you 
mean  by  “ Conservatives”  those  who  were  not 
professing  Nationalists,  or  did  you  means  Conser- 
vatives solely  and  entirely  7 — I meant  Conserva- 
tives who  were  not  professed  Nationalists. 

8844.  In  other  words,  you  meant  to  imply  that 
non-Nationalists  were  Conservatives,  is  not  that 
so  ?— Yes. 

8845.  Consequently  there  was  a large  number 
of  the  licensed  traders  in  Cork  who  were  not 
Nationalists,  and  those  were  likely  to  be 
favoured?— No,  there  are  not  a large  number 
who  are  not  Nationalists;  it  is  quite  the  reverse ; 
the  great  majority  of  the  publicans  of  Cork  are 
Nationalists. 

8846.  But  still  there  arc  a considerable  num- 
ber who  are  not  Nationalists,  are  there  not? — 
Not  many. 

Mr.  Big  gar. 

8847.  Mr.  John  O’Connor  asked  you  a ques- 
tion about  the  establishments  you  happen  to 
know  in  which  there  were  men  and  women 
employed ; that  only  refers  to  the  men  and 
women  employed ; you  did  not  refer  to  the  wives 
or  daughters? — I did  not. 


Mr.  Nicholas  C.  Whyte,  m.d.,  m.r.c.s.e.,  called  in;  and  Examined. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8848.  You  are  coroner  of  the  City  of  Dublin, 
I believe? — Yes. 

8849.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? — 
For  over  20  years. 

8850.  You  had  a colleague  at  one  time,  I be- 
lieve ? — I had. 

8851.  You  are  now  sole  coroner? — I am. 

8852.  Under  what  circumstances  did  you  be- 
come sole  coroner  for  the  city  ? — On  my  col- 
league’s death  a Bill  was  passed  specially  through 
Parliament  to  make  me  sole  coroner,  and  I have 
discharged  the  duties  ever  since ; that  was  in  the 
year  1876. 

8853.  You  are  the  coroner  for  the  whole  city 
now,  under  that  special  Act  ? — Y es,  I am ; and  I 
discharge  the  entire  duties. 

8854.  Does  your  official  position  bring  you 
into  close  contact  with  the  people?  — Neces- 
sarily. 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

8855.  You  have,  therefore,  a pretty  good 
knowledge  of  the  people  of  the  City  of  Dublin  ? 
— I think  so. 

8856.  What  is  your  opinion  on  the  whole  as 
to  the  people  you  come  in  contact  with  ? — I think 
they  are  remarkably  good  people,  as  a whole. 

8857.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  a great  deal 
of  drunkenness  in  the  City  of  Dublin? — There  is 
unfortunately  a great  deal  of  drunkenness  in  the 
City  of  Dublin,  but  I should  be  sorry  to  say  it 
was  an  exceptionally  drunken  city,  as  I have 
heard  stated. 

8858.  Have  you  had  experience  of  other  cities? 
— I have  ; I practised  in  London. 

8859.  Anywhere  else? — Yes,  in  Liverpool. 

8860.  What  is  your  comparison  of  all  the 
cities  in  which  you  have  lived  with  the  city  in 
which  you  exercise  your  functions  now  ? — I 
think,  as  regards  morality  and  the  absence  of 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
crime,  Dublin  compares  very  favourably  with 
either  of  those  cities.  I think,  in  the  matter  of 
drink,  they  are  about  equal  amongst  that  class. 

8861.  Taking  the  facts  as  they  exist,  what 
should  you  say  was  the  cause  of  most  of  the 
crime  and  misery  in  Dublin  ? — Drink,  unques- 
tionably ; without  doubt. 

8862.  You  have  a great  many  cases  come 
under  your  cognisance  during  the  year?  — I 
have. 

8863.  Are  you  able  to  say,  from  your  per- 
sonal experience  in  your  official  capacity,  what 
are  the  main  evils  with  which  you  have  to  deal  ? 
— Do  you  mean  with  regard  to  homicide  only,  or 
with  regard  to  deaths  from  all  causes  ? 

8864.  I am  speaking  of  cases  which  come 
generally  under  your  notice,  in  your  capacity  as 
coroner  for  the  city  ? — I think  drink  is  the  pre- 
ponderating causa. 

8865.  You  are  not  a total  abstainer  yourself, 
are  you  ? — No,  I am  not. 

8866.  You  are  not  one  of  those  people  who 
have  been  called  “ perambulating  advocates  and 
fanatics”? — No;  1 have  taken  the  chair  at  tem- 
perance meetings  occasionally,  but  I have  always, 
or  nearly  always,  announced  that  I was  not  a 
teetotaller ; that  I was  merely  advocating  the 
cause  of  temperance  as  desirable  amongst  the 
people  whom  I was  addressing. 

8867.  I believe,  also,  you  belong  to  the  religion 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  Irish  people  ; you 
are  a Catholic  ? — I am  a Roman  Catholic. 

8868.  Are  you  what  is  called  a Sabbatarian? 
— I am  not ; I reject  the  name  as  offensive,  as 
far  as  it  would  proclaim  me  a Sabbatarian.  _ As 
a Catholic  I am  a Sabbatarian,  because  I believe 
in  the  third  commandment ; but  beyond  that  I do 
not  belong  to  any  sect,  nor  could  I be  called  a 
Sabbatarian  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  sometimes 
understood. 

8869.  What  I wish  to  ask  you  is  this;  you 
have  had  considerable  knowledge  of  this  move- 
ment since  its  commencement  in  favour  of  tem- 
perance ? — I have;  but  I have  not  read  much  of 
the  literature  of  the  question. 

8870.  Nevertheless,  you  have  had  considerable 
knowledge  of  the  movement  since  its  commence- 
ment ? — Since  my  connection  with  it. 

8871.  Are  you  able  to  say  from  your  own 
knowledge  that  this  movement  has  been  con- 
ducted more  with  the  view  to  teetotalism  than  tc 
temperance? — Certainly  not;  it  has  been  con- 
ducted more  with  a view  to  temperance,  as  I 
understand  it. 

8872.  Those  whom  you  know  as  working  in 
this  movement  are  not  men  who  are  averse  to 
rational  enjoyment  on  the  Sunday  ? — Certainly 
not ; personally  I would  be  in  favour  of  rational 
enjoyment,  and  would  promote  it  upon  the  Sun- 
day. 

8873.  Have  you  noticed  in  Dublin  whether 
your  duties  have  been  largely  due  to  drinking 
on  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  holidays  ?— They 
have  been  increased  by  that ; the  people  drink,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  every  day  in  the  week;  but  my 
duties  have  been  certainly  increased  by  Saturday 
drinking  and  Sunday  drinking. 

8874.  Do  you  agree  with  Mr.  Charles  O’Donel, 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  Dublin  and  the  Re- 


>.,  M.R.C.S.E.  [ Continued . 


Mr.  T.  If.  Russell — continued, 
corder  of  Dublin,  who  stated  before  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Saturday  night  drinking  in  Dublin 
was  more  fatal  than  the  drinking  of  the  whole 
week  ? — I did  not  see  their  evidence,  but  I do 
think  so. 

8875.  We  have  had  a great  deal  of  evidence 
as  to  home  drinking  given  before  this  Committee; 
is  it  your  opinion  that  a great  deal  of  the  drink- 
ing of  Dublin  is  due  to  the  treating  and  the 
social  habits  of  the  people  ? — No  doubt  it  is. 

8876.  A great  deal  of  the  drunkenness  of 
Dublin  is  due  to  that  treating? — I have  no  doubt 
of  that. 

8877.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  that? 

I have  : I have  seen  it  constantly. 

8878.  Can  you  tell  me  how  the  thing  goes  on? 
— A number  of  men  will  go  into  a public-house, 
and  someone  calls  fora  “round;”  it  is  imma- 
terial who  calls  for  it ; and  every  man  present 
feels  it  a point  of  honour  to  stand  a round  ; that 
entails  the  necessity  almost  of  each  individual 
drinking  four  or  five  drinks  in  place  of  one. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8879.  The  number  of  drinks  is  according  to 
the  size  of  the  company  ? — That  is  so ; that  is  to 
say,  if  there  are  four  present  there  would  be  four 
rounds. 

8880.  And  if  six  are  present,  six  rounds?— 
Yes  ; I believe  that  practice  does  not  obtain  very 
largely  in  England  from  my  experience,  but  it  is 
the  practice  in  Dublin. 

8881.  That  arises  from  social  custom?  — It 
arises  because  the  people  are  social  and  friendly. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

8882.  You  believe  that  this  sociality  leads  to 
the  drunkenness  of  Dublin?— No  doubt  it  does, 
to  a large  extent. 

8883.  We  have  had  evidence  regarding  the 
danger  ot  home  drinking.  Do  you  think  that 
any  home  drinking  that  might  arise  from  the 
measure  that  is  before  the  Committee  now  would 
at  all  equal  the  evils  which  do  actually  arise  now 
from  the  system  of  social  drinking  and  treating 
in  the  public-houses ?— Certainly  not;  besides,  I 
think  the  influence  of  the  wife  and  children  go 
for  something. 

8884.  You  mean  in  the  way  of  restraining  the 
drinking? — Yes,  in  restraining  drinking. 

8885.  Are  you  quite  clear  that  the  evil  of 
treating  is  very  great,  and  that  the  prophesied 
evil  of  home  drinking  will  not  be  likely  to  come 
up  to  what  is  feared  ?—  Certainly  not  ; I have 
no  fear  of  home  drinking  as  compared  to  the 
public-house  drinking  system. 

8886.  That  is  because  you  have  confidence  in 
the  influence  of  the  wife  and  children  ?— They 
would  exercise  a certain  influence,  no  doubt. 

8887.  Do  you  think  the  Irish  people  take 
home  liquor  to  any  great  extent' ! — I do  not 
think  they  do  to  any  great  extent. 

8888.  Do  you  think  they  drink  from  the  love 
of  it,  because  they  have  an  inordinate  love  of 
drink  ? — I do  not  think  they  do.  I think  they 
drink  because  they  are  tempted  to  do  it  by  social 
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8889.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  dosing  misery  ?— The  main  cause  is  the  drinkino  ■ their 


r -nouses  within  the  metropolitan  area  of 
Dublin  ? — I am  altogether  in  favour  of  it  without 
any  reserve  ; but  I ought  to  say  that  I only 
represent  my  own  opinion. 

8890.  Does  that  opinion  extend  to  Saturday 
night? — It  does. 

8891.  May  I ask  why  you  are  in  favour  of 
Saturday  early  closing? — Because  I find  that 
my  individual  duties  are  increased  by  the  Satur- 
day and  Sunday  drinking ; that  is  one  reason. 

8892.  What  do  you  think  about  the  wages 
getting  home  to  the  wives? — I think  the  only 
way  ol  securing  a fair  portion  of  the  wages  for  the 
wives  and  families  is  to  remove  the  temptation  as 
much  as  possible  from  the  husbands  and  brothers. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8893.  That  is  Saturday  night  ? — And  Sunday. 
Again,  I know,  for  I have  seen  it  myself,  men  on 
working  days  try  to  escape  their  friendly  com- 
panions  by  saying  they  have  a job  of  work  to  go  to, 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8894.  That  would  be  to  avoid  the  treating  ? — 
Yes,  to  avoid  the  treating.  I have  seen  men 
when  they  were  unable  to  take  any  more  with 
safety  to  themselves  say,  “ I must  go,  because  I 
must  not  lose  my  job. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8895.  How  would  you  have  an  opportunity 
of  witnessing  that  ? — Atone  time  inquests  were 
held  in  public-houses,  and  I have  had  to  pass 
through  the  bar  to  the  tap-room  beyond  where 
we  were  holding  the  inquest. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8896.  When  could  you  ascertain  that  those 
men  were  making  this  excuse  to  escape  further 
drinking? — I have  seen  it  frequently. 

8897.  Did  you  know  that  it  was  an  excuse, 
and  that  the  man  had  no  job  to  go  to  ?— No,  1 
could  not  say  that. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

8898.  Would  not  that  excuse  occur  to  them 
from  their  not  having  the  money  to  pay  for  the 
drink  rather  than  from  a disinclination  to  drink? 
— I could  not  hazard  an  opinion  upon  that. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8899.  Now  you  think  that  if  the  public-houses 
were  closed  earlier  on  Saturday  night  a large 
percentage  of  the  wages  would  reach  the  wife 
and  family? — Yes,  and  a lesser  percentage  of 
the  bodies  of  the  drinkers  would  reach  me  as 
city  coroner. 

8900.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the 
homes  of  the  poor  of  Dublin? — I have  had  a 
great  deal. 

8901.  They  are  in  a very  deplorable  state,  are 
they  not  ?— Yes. 

8902.  They  have  been  very  much  improved  of 
late  by  the  action  of  the  corporation  ? — Yes,  I 
think  the  artizans’  dwellings  have  been  an  un- 
doubted blessing  to  the  people  of  that  class. 

8903.  Seeing  their  homes  are  as  they  are,  are 
you  able  to  tell  the  Committee  in  your  opinion 
whnt  is  the  main  cause  of  this  poverty  and 
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wages  are  wasted  in  that  way,  and  they  cannot 
keep  their  homes  comfortable. 

8904.  We  have  heard  a great  deal  in  this 
Committee  about  the  poor  man’s  dinner  beer; 
have  you  any  opinion  upon  that  ? — I have.  As 
far  as  I know  the  poor  man,  I do  not  think  he 
requires  it  in  that  way  at  all.  I think  that  cry 
is  raised  mainly  by  those  who  want  to  shove  the 
beer  into  him.  Still,  I may  be  wrong.  I am 
merely  giving  my  own  opinion. 

8905.  You  are,  in  that  respect,  like  every 
other  witness  here? — Yes.  I keep  myself  clear 
from  being  representative. 

8906.  You  have  lived  in  Ireland  all  your  life, 
have  you  not?— No,  I have  not.  I lived  a cer- 
tain part  of  my  younger  days  in  England. 

8907.  At  all  events,  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the 
Irish  people  do  not  look  upon  drink  as  food  in 
the  same  way  as  the  English  people  do  ?— They 
do  not;  they  regard  it  rather  as  an  exhilarant. 

8908.  Has  your  experience  led  you  to  place 
much  faith  in  statistics  of  this  kind  ? — In  certain 
statistics,  no ; the  only  statistics  which  interest 
me  are  the  death  statistics. 

8909.  Then  with  reference  to  the  statistics  of 
arrests  for  drunkenness,  what  do  you  say  ?— I do 
not  think  that  one  in  a 100  of  the  drunkards  are 
arrested.  I know,  as  a matter  of  fact,  multitudes 
of  the  people  of  Dublin  who  are  habitual  drunk- 
ards, respectable  people  too,  who  are  led  home 
drunk  at  night  to  their  families,  who  never  saw  the 
inside  of  a police  station  and  probably  never  shall. 

8910-  Are  you  aware  that  orders  are  issued 
by  the  metropolitan  police  not  to  arrest  mere 
drunkards? — 1 am.  I have  seen  respectable  men 
in  my  own  neighbourhood  who  ought  to  be 
arrested  lor  their  own  safety,  and  the  police  allow 
them  to  pass  by  because  they  do  not  wish  to 
arrest  them  in  consequence  of  that  order. 

8911.  Could  you  agree  with  Mr.  Woodlock, 
who  stated  in  1877  that  if  all  the  people  were 
arrested  in  Dublin  who  were  drunk  on  Saturday 
night  there  would  be  no  room  for  them  in  the 
police  cells  ? — I do  agree  with  that. 

8912.  Are  you  aware  that  very  serious  acci- 
dents have  been  caused  to  people  who  have  been 
allowed  to  be  bailed  out  in  order  to  clear  the 
cells? — Yes  ; indeed  I am  aware  of  deaths  having 
occurred  to  people  who  were  released  before  being 
quite  sober,  the  police  believing  they  were  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves  ; but  it  is  difficult  to 
say  always  when  people  are  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves. 

8913.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  police 
statistics  as  regards  arrests  may  give  the  mini- 
mum, but  that  they  give  no  criterion  whatever 
of  the  amount  of  drunkenness  ? — iN'o  doubt  they 
do. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8914.  Does  not  that  apply  to  other  towns  as 
well  as  Dublin  ? — Undoubtedly  it  does,  but  I am 
only  giving  my  own  experience. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8915.  We  had  a member  of  your  profession 
here  upon  the  last  sitting  of  the  Committee 
who  gave  evidence  to  this  effect,  that  the 
Registrar  General’s  Return  regarding  the  number 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
of  deaths  from  alcoholism  cannot  be  taken  as 
conclusive  upon  the  matter;  what  do  you  say  to 
that  ?— Certainly  not.  I know  that  question  is 
always  evaded  in  my  court  as  much  as  possible. 

I know  that  no  death  from  alcoholism  is  recorded 
as  such  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided;  that  is  to 
say,  if  there  is  any  disease  which  can  be  named 
as  the  cause  of  death  it  is  named,  and  I do  not 
object  to  that. 

8910.  What  are  the  reasons  for  that? — One 
of  the  reasons  for  that  is  that  the  people  do  not 
like  to  raise  the  veil  from  the  family’s  sorrow  and 
shame. 

8917.  The  jury  does  not  like  to  raise  the  veil? 
—I  must  say  it  affects  myself,  because  I do  not 
see  much  good  to  be  gained  by  it. 

8918.  Is  there  not  another  point.  Supposing 
the  person  who  has  died  has  been  a member  of 
any  burial  society,  or  insurauce  society,  or  a 
society  of  that  kind,  if  the  jury  return  a verdict 
of  death  from  alcoholism,  what  will  happen?— 
They  punish  the  family ; they  do  not  punish  the 
person  who  is  guilty  of  the  drinking  ; that  is  the 
fact. 

8919.  Therefore  the  jury,  actuated  by  ordi- 
nary humane  principles,  in  order  to  save  the 
insurance  money  for  the  family,  will  give  as  the 
cause  of  death  what  is  not  really  the  cause  ? — 
Certainly  ; not  the  immediate  cause. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8920.  Would  a burial  society  refuse  to  pay 
the  funeral  expenses  if  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  death  from  alcoholism? — I understand 
the  law  would  not  allow  a society  to  evade  the 
payment  on  that  ground,  but  there  is  a belief 
which  the  people  and  the  juries  entertain,  that 
the  consequence  of  stating  that  the  death  arose 
from  alcoholism  would  be  to  prevent  the  family 
from  obtaining  the  money,  because  they  have 
the  idea  that  the  deceased  would  be  regarded  as 
a suicide. 

• Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8921.  Therefore,  I suppose  they  find  in  those 

cases,  and  find  upon  perfectly  fair  evidence, 
death  from  apoplexy,  heart  disease,  liver  disease, 
epilepsy,  and  so  on?— They  do  wherever  it  can 
be  done.  „ . , 

8922.  And  it  can  generally  be  done,  can  it 
not  ? — Yes  ; except  when  a man  falls  in  a 
drunken  fit,  and  has  been  a drinker  for  some  time, 
then  he  is  certain  to  come  suddenly  to  his  end. 

8923.  Then  your  opinion  is  directly  contrary 
to  that  of  Dr.  Burns.  You  say  that  the  Registrar 
General’s  Returns,  if  they  are  founded  upon 
those  statistics,  are  not  reliable? — That  is  my  ex- 
perience. 1 cannot  say  what  Dr.  Burns’  figures 

8924.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  the  effects 
of  good  and  bad  trade  or  good  and  bad  times  in 
Dublin?— Yes.  There  is  no  doubt  that  when 
the  people  have  not  the  money  they  cannot 
drink  so  much  as  when  they  have  it ; therefore, 
bad  trade  must  necessarily  lower  the  consump- 
tion, and  it  does,  as  far  as  I am  aware. 

8925.  The  philanthropists  who  are  so  anxious 
for  them  to  have  beer  will  not  give  it  to  them 
unless  they  buy  it? — That  is  so,  and  I do  not 
blame  them. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8926.  Does  that  apply  to  Sundays  and  Satur- 
days only,  or  to  every  day '! — It  applies  to  every 
day. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8927.  Have  you  had  any  experience  regarding 
the  difficulty  of  getting  work  done  or  finding 
workmen  in'  Dublin  ?— Very  frequently. 

8928.  What  is  your  experience?  — My  ex- 
perience is  that  the  men  are  prone  to  drink  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays ; the  consequence  is  that 
“Saint  Monday,”  as  it  is  called,  is  very  well 
kept  by  that  class  of  people,  and  that  continues 
till  Tuesday.  In  fact  1 wanted  a coat  to  come 
over  here,  and  I could  not  get  it  because  I gave 
my  order  rather  late  and  the  tailor  said  he 
could  not  execute  the  order  on  the  Monday  or 
the  Tuesday;  they  could  not  get  the  coat  made  in 
the  beginning  of  the  week. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8929.  Might  that  not  arise  from  there  being  a 
large  number  of  coats  in  order  before  yours? 

No;  the  manager  stated  that.it  was  because  there 
would  be  a lot  of  men  lying  drunk  upon  the  Mon- 
day— be  also  stated  that  there  were  men  in  his 
employment  who  could  readily  earn  2 l.  a week, 
who  went  home  penniless  on  Saturday  nights 
because  they  were  unable  to  recover  from  the 
previous  Saturday’s,  Sunday’s  and  Monday  s 
debauch ; that  was  his  statement  to  me  as  I came 
over  here. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8930.  He  lost  the  whole  week’s  work  from  the 
previous  week’s  debauch  ? — That  was  his  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8931.  Have  you  any  experience  about  she- 
beening  ? — I have  the  opinion  that  in  Dublin  the 
idea  ofshebeening  is  quite  a bogey. 

8932.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  does  not 
exist? — Notnearlyso  much  as  it  is  stated  to  exist. 
Shebeens  are  mostly  confined  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  brothels;  they  do  not  exist  largely  through 
the  city. 

8933.  Would  you  kindly  give  the  Committee 
your  description  of  a shebeen? — It  is  a place 
where  drink  is  sold  in  an  illicit  way,  and  without 
the  payment  of  the  ordinary  license  duties. 

8934.  Would  you  tell  the  Committee  how  it  is 
sold— it  is  generally  sold  by  women,  I suppose  ? 
— Yes. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8935.  Is  a shebeen  more  or  less  connected  with 
a house  of  ill-fame  ? — I would  not  say  that  it  is 

' more  or  less  connected  with  a house  of  ill-fame, 
but  they  generally  exist  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
i the  houses  of  ill-fame  in  Dublin.  Indeed  most  of 
. the  immoral  houses  are  well  known  to  exist  in 
i certain  localities ; they  are  not  widely  spread  over 
; the  City  ; the  shebeens  very  largely  exist  in  the 
, same  localities  and  catch  people  who  are  coming 
■ out  late  at  night  from  those  places. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

| 8936.  Would  you  kindly  tell  the  Committee 

t how  those  shebeens  work — you  have  first  of  all  a 
woman  generally  in  the  room  ; has  she  a large 
establishment  r 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
establishment  ? — As  a rule,  the  shebeens  are  con- 
ducted in  this  way.  There  is  generally  a stout 
old  woman  who  wears  volumnious  petticoats  and 
her  stock  in  trade  is  festooned  round  her  in  bottles 
underneath — she  produces  one  of  these  bottles  for 
her  customer,  and  if  a policeman  comes  up  in  the 
meantime  he  can  smell  the  liquor  and  see  the 
customers  that  are  present,  but  he  would  not  like 
to  examine  the  old  lady  to  look  for  the  drink. 

8937.  He  would  not  like  to  make  a seizure  ? — 
Pie  would  not.  1 have  had  before  me  in  the  last 
few  days  the  death  of  one  of  those  women  who 
died  of  fright  from  a sergeant  of  police  going  in 
to  examine  the  place. 

8938.  Was  it  one  of  those  women  equipped  in 
that  way  that  you  have  described  ? — I do  not 
know  that  she  was  equipped  in  that  way,  but  I 
have  held  inquests  frequently  on  those  shebeeners. 
I have  seen  the  stock  produced.  I have  seen  the 
half-bottle  of  whisky  which  represented  the 
stock  of  the  place.  I have  seen  the  cracked 
tumbler  and  the  broken  mug  laid  before  thejury 
as  their  last  apperance. 

Chairman . 

8939. The  point  you  are  putting  before  the 
Committe  is  derived  from  the  evidence  placed 
before  you  and  the  jury?— Not  merely  from  the 
evidence  placed  before  me  but  from  an  actual 
view  of  the  premises.  I go  frequently  through 
the  homes  of  the  poor  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duty. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8940.  Those  are  the  alarming  establishments, 
which  are  said  to  be  likely  to  produce  more  harm 
than  the  palatial  gin  places? — That  statement 
has  amused  me  immensely. 

8941.  Do  you  believe  it?— -Certainly  not. 

8942.  Do  you  believe  one  gin  palace,  equipped 
as  it  is  in  Dublin,  with  all  the  machinery  for 
social  treating,  and  with  the  prevailing  habits  of 
doing  so,  will  do  more  harm  in  an  hour  than  all 
the  shebeens  will  do  in  a year? — I have  no 
doubt  of  it. 

8943.  Where  do  the  shebeens  get  their  liquor 

from? — From  the  publicans.  I have  no  doubt 
the  brewers  and  distillers  would  not  supply 
them.  John  Jamieson  and  Co.  would  not  sell 
a quart  of  whisky  to  these  people.  Two 
cases  of  the  publicans  supplying  them  were 
told  me  before  leaving  Dublin  by  a police 
officer.  I do  not  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge, 
except  having  heard  of  it  at  the  time.  A cooper 
of  porter  or  other  liquor  would  be  lodged  in  the 
stables  of  the  public-houses  to  which  the  keepers 
of  shebeens  have  access  by  a private  key  ; that 
stock  is  drawn  upon  as  required,  and  only  so 
much  as  is  consnmed  is  paid  for.  A female  she- 
beener  had  her  stock  seized;  she  said,  “ Well, 
I do  not  care  about  the  fine,  but  let  me  return 
the  bottles  to  Mr. ” 

8944.  But  you  are  quite  clear  in  your  own 
mind  that  shebeening  is  not  an  evil  that  we 
need  concern  ourselves  much  about? — I do  not 
think  it  is ; but  there  is  another  reason  ; the  she- 
beens are  frequented  by  the  lowest  class  and  the 
most  degraded  people,  who  cannot  be  further  con- 
taminated ; but  my  objection  to  the  public-house 
is,  that  innocent  people  are  entrapped  into  them. 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

8945.  You  mean  young  people  ? — Yes. 

8946.  You  do  not  believe  that  people  like  the 
respectable  artizans  of  Dublin  would  go  to  the 
shebeen? — I am  sure  they  would  not;  the 
women  would  certainly  never  go  there,  except  of 
the  unfortunate  class.  I think  I ought  to  say 
that  my  experience  goes  for  something  as  re- 
gards the  drinking  of  women.  I do  not  believe 
that  amongst  women  of  any  class  drinking  exists 
to  the  extent  that  is  generally  believed.  No 
doubt  there  are  many  prominent  and  disgraceful 
cases,  because  when  women  fall  into  the  habit 
they  do  not  hide  their  sin  as  men  do ; but  the 
extent  of  it  is  not  large  as  far  as  I now.  I have 
very  rarely  had  to  hold  inquests  upon  women 
dying  from  drink. 

8947.  We  have  had  evidence  from  a Catholic 
clergyman  in  Dublin  that  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  of  the  female  drunkards  he  had  met,  the 
habit  arose  from  home  drinking  and  not  from 
public-house  drinking ; are  you  aware  that  that 
fact  has  been  challenged  in  the  papers  since  by 
other  Catholic  clergymen? — Yes,  I am.  One  of 
the  dignitaries  of  the  Church  has  stated  to  me 
that  that  was  utterly  fallacious,  so  far  as  he 
knew.  My  own  experience,  as  I have  stated, 
leads  me  to  believe  that  public-house  drinking 
infinitely  worse  than  any  home  chunking  cou 
be. 

8948.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  class 
of  bona  fide  traveller  of  whom  we  have  heard  so 
much? — As  far  as  I know,  the  bond  fide  traveller 
is  a bond  fide  nuisance  in  the  suburbs  of  Dublin; 
he  goes  out  when  the  public-houses  are  closed. 
And  I was  informed  by  a very  reliable  gentleman, 
and  I know  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  numbers 
of  people  in  Clontarf  are  unable  to  entertain 
their  friends  on  Sunday  nights,  or  on  Saturday 
evenings,  because  no  respectable  lemales  can 
come  home  in  the  tram  cars  in  consequence  of  the 
return  of  the  bond  fide  travellers  who  are  taking 
themselves  home  to  the  city. 

8949.  That  is  the  gentleman  whose  case  has 
been  so  eloquently  represented  here,  who  would 
drop  down  dead  if  he  did  not  find  a public-house 
every  three  miles? — My  own  experience  only 
relates  to  the  metropolitan  boundary  ; I do  not 
know  what  takes  place  outside  it. 

8950.  Do  you  know  that  that  takes  place  in 
Clontarf? — Yes,  it  does.  I have  also  heard  my 
own  servants  and  members  of  my  family  complain 
that,  in  llathmines,  they  could  not  pass  after 
dusk  on  Sunday  evening  without  being  jostled  off 
into  the  road. 

8951.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  real  necessity 
for  supplying  drink  to  those  people  in  this  way  ? 
— Not  the  slightest ; the  people  to  my  knowledge 
who  want  the  drink  are  young  chaps  whose  views 
upon  the  subject  I would  be  sorry  to  adopt. 

8952.  Taking  the  case  of  a young  man  who 
has  been  in  business  all  the  week  in  Dublin,  in 
an  office  or  in  a shop,  or  a working  man  who  has 
been  confined  to  work  all  the  week,  supposing 
they  want  to  take  a walk  out  to,  or  beyond  Rath- 
farnham  or  Clontarf,  is  there  any  necessity  that 
they  should  have  a public-house  every  three 
miles?— Certainly  not;  and  eve  i if  they  did 
think  so,  I am  of  opinion  that  tim  general  good, 
and  benefit  of  the  public,  is  intmitely  more  im- 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
portant  than  their  comfort,  and  therefore  I would 
object  to  it. 

8953.  Is  it.  your  opinion  that  those  men  travel 
to  drink,  rather  than  drink  to  travel? — That  is  so; 
that  is  my  opinion. 

8954.  From  your  occupation,  I suppose  you 
know  more  of  the  results  of  drinking  than  any 
other  man  in  Dublin  ? — I suppose  that  would  be 
conceded  by  everybody  in  Dublin. 

8955.  More  than  even  the  Catholic  priest  ? — 
Certainly  ; the  drunkard  does  not  often  visit  the 
Catholic  priest,  and  when  the  Catholic  priest 
comes  to  see  the  drunkard  lie  is  not  at  home,  he 
is  probably  in  the  neighbouring  public-house. 

8956.  Do  you  believe  you  have  more  means  of 
knowing  anything  about  the  sad  effects  of  the 
trade  than  any  other  public  man  in  Dublin  ? — 
Certainly,  1 think  so  ; I do  not  think  even  a 
magistrate  on  the  bench  can  know  as  much  about 
it  as  I do,  because  my  court  is  an  itinerant  one  ; I 
go  from  house  to  house.  I do  not  believe  that 
even  the  police  can  know  as  much  about  it  as  I 
do,  because  the  majority  of  the  cases  of  death 
that  arise  from  drink  are  not  the  subjects  of 
criminal  procedure. 

8957.  Your  duty  leads  you  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee that  you  believe  great  good  would  be 
accomplished  by  the  closing  of  public-houses 
earlier  on  Saturdays,  and  the  total  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sundays  in  Dublin  ? — I have  no 
doubt  of  it ; moreover  I am  of  opinion  that  the  re- 
spectable publicans  agree  with  me.  I had  some 
conversation  with  three  or  four  of  them  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8958.  In  what  respect?  — With  respect  to 
Sunday  closing  and  Saturday  night  earlier  closing, 
if  it  were  universal. 

8958*.  Then  you  say  they  would  agree  with 
you  as  to  Sunday  closing  and  early  Saturday 
closing  ? — If  it  were  to  be  universal. 

8959.  I am  afraid  your  conversations  were 
rather  one-sided  ? — I am  only  telling  you  facts. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8960.  You  have  given  your  own  personal  ex- 
perience ; now  you  must  meet  a large  number 
of  the  people  of  Dublin ; what  do  you  think  the 
state  of  public  opinion  in  Dublin  is  with  regard 
to  Saturday  early  closing  more  especially  ? — If 
women  and  children  are  to  have  a voice  in  the 
matter,  counting  souls  or  counting  noses,  as  it  is 
usually  said,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  enormous 
preponderance  of  public  opinion  would  be  in 
favour  of  closing  public-houses  earlier  on  Satur- 
day nights  and  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

8961.  Entire  closing  on  Sundays  you  mean? 

Yes;  I do  not  see  any  advantage,  from  a 

moral  point  of  view,  to  be  derived  by  shortening 
the  hours,  because  it  means  merely  that  men  will 
drink  more  during  the  shortened  hours.  A man 
can  only  hold  a certain  quantity,  and  he  will 
drink  as  much  as  he  can  in  the  shorter  hours. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8962.  That  is  your  own  opinion  ; have  you  a 
copy  of  that  declaration  ( exhibiting  a paper  to  the 
Witness ) ? — I have. 


M.D.,  M.R.C.S.E.  [ Continued . 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

8963.  Will  you  kindly  read  it  ? — It  is  a de- 
claration in  favour  of  the  extension  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act,  signed  by  magistrates,  clergymen, 
doctors,  and  so  on. 

8964.  That  is  for  an  extension  of  the  Act  to 
the  five  cities  ?— It  is  so. 

8965.  What  is  the  date  of  it;  1882? — No, 
1881. 

8966.  That  is  after  the  Act  was  three  years  in 
operation  in  the  country ; will  you  give  the 
Committee  an  abstract  of  the  signatures  ? — 
There  were  Protestant  clergy,  200 ; Roman 
Catholic  clergy,  59;  magistrates,  108  ; doctors, 
201;  Town  Councillors,  62  ; Poor  Law  Guar- 
dians, 59.  That  was  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

8967.  In  Dublin  only  ? — Yes  ; that  is  in  Dublin 
only.  The  other  cities  are  represented,  but  I 
know  nothing  as  to  them. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

8968.  And  it  includes  the  townships ; it  is  the 
metropolitan  area? — Yes. 

8969.  And  you  were  one  of  the  signatories  to 
that? — Yes,  I was  as  a medical  man;  and  as  a 
coroner. 

8970.  Was  there  a similar  declaration  pre- 
sented to  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  in  1886,  by 
the  whole  country  ? — There  was. 

8971.  This  ( 'handing  a pamphlet  to  the  Witness') 
is  a copy  of  the  abstract ; will  you  read  it  to  the 
Committee  ? — This  does  not  separate  the  Dublin 
area. 

8972.  No;  it  gives  the  whole  country,  Dublin 
included  ? — Clergy,  Protestant  Episcopalian, 
1,235 ; Roman  Catholic,  1,224 ; Presbyterians, 
546  ; Wesleyan  Methodists,  166  ; and  other  de- 
nominations, 168  ; total  number  of  clergy,  3,339. 
Then  we  come  to  physicians  and  surgeons,  1,190 ; 
Town  Councillors,  860,  and  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dians, 2,841.  That  is  from  the  whole  of  Ireland, 
as  I am  informed. 

8973.  In  all  your  experience  of  this  declara- 
tion of  opinion  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  have 
you  ever  heard  of  auy  declaration  outside  the 
trade  against  it? — I would  rather  not  answer 
that  question.  I do  not  read  much  of  the  litera- 
ture of  temperance. 

8974.  But  you  read  the  newspapers  ? — I do ; 
but  I do  not  recollect  having  seen  it ; it  might  be 
so,  however,  for  aught  I know. 

8975.  As  to  Saturday  early  closing,  have  you 
any  idea  with  reference  to  what  is  the  view  of 
the  Catholic  clergy  as  to  Saturday  night  drink- 
ing in  Dublin  ? — 1 would  prefer  that  you  should 
take  that  upon  other  evidence,  because  I do  not 
have  very  extensive  communication  with  the 
Catholic  clergy  upon  the  subject  ; I do  not  talk 
temperance  to  them  ; they  know  that  I know, 
and  I know  that  they  know  ; so  we  do  not  often 
discuss  the  matter. 

Mr.  Peter  JST  Donald. 

8976.  I wish  to  ask  you  a few  questions 
arising  out  of  your  examination ; you  stated 
that  you  had  practised  in  London  and  Liverpool ; 
is  that  so  ? — Yes. 

8977.  How 
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Mr.  Peter  AP Donald — continued. 

8977.  How  Jong  is  it  since,  you  practised  in 
London  ? — Twenty- three  years. 

8978.  Oid  you  practise  subsequently  in  Liver- 
pool ? — No,  previously. 

8979.  Where  were  you  in  Liverpool? — At 
Islington,  quite  close  to  St.  George’s  Hall. 

8980.  Is  that  a populous  portion  of  Liverpool  ? 
— It  was  at  that  time ; the  streets  have  been 
greatly  improved  since  ; it  is  near  to  Dale- 
street,  and  the  shipping. 

8981-  Where  did  you  practise  in  London? — 
In  the  parish  of  St.  Giles  and  Saint  George, 
Bloomsbury. 

8982.  Both  of  those  places,  I infer,  were  at 
the  time  of  your  acquaintance  with  them,  what 
we  generally  call  low  localities  ; is  not  that  so  ? 
— It  is  so ; but  the  practice  was  general,  extend- 
ing round  to  Saint  Pancras,  and  so  forth. 

8988.  Did  you  note  the  amount  of  drinking  in 
those  low  localities  in  London  and  Liverpool? — 
I did  not. 

8984.  Then  you  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
comparing  what  was  being  done  then  with  what 
is  now  being  done,  as  you  say,  in  Dublin  ? — No, 
except  from  my  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the 
people. 

8985.  Then  if  you  state  that  the  Dublin  drink- 
ing is  equal  to  that  of  the  other  cities,  do  not 
you  make  that  statement  without  information  ? 
— I beg  your  pardon.  I did  not  make  that  state- 
ment. I said  probably  the  drinking  was  about 
the  same.  I was  speaking  with  regal'd  to  crime 
when  I compared  Dublin  favourably  with  the 
other  places. 

8986.  Would  you  consider  that,  if  respectable 
and  reliable  witnesses  gave  evidence  before  this 
Committee,  that  Dublin  was  far  below  other 
cities  in  point  of  drunkenness  ? — But  I did  not 
say  it  was  not  so.  I would  believe  any  respect- 
able witness  who  said  he  knew  of  his  own  know- 
ledge any  fact. 

8987.  Did  you  have  any  experience  in  connec- 
tion with  coroners’  inquests  in  Liverpool  or 
London? — In  Liverpool  a little,  but  not  much. 

8988.  You  state  that,  in  Dublin,  the  prepon- 
derating cause  of  those  deaths  which  come  under 
your  notice  is  drink  ? — I do. 

8989.  You  are  consequently  not  able  to  tell 
the  Committee  whether  that  would  not  be  the 
preponderating  cause  elsewhere  ? — I am  not,  nor 
do  I say  so. 

8990.  Do  you  think  it  is  fair  to  point  out 
Dublin  when  you  are  not  in  a position  to  com- 
pare it  with  other  cities  ? — I am  in  a position  to 
compare  the  nature  of  the  crime.  I have  not 
said  anything  yet  as  to  the  extent  of  the  drink, 
if  I remember  aright ; but  1 do  know  that 
Dublin  compares  favourably  as  regai'ds  crime, 
and  as  regards  morality  generally  with  other 
cities. 

8991.  And,  inferentially  then,  do  you  contend 
that  it  compares  favourably  in  point  of  drink  ? — 
I should  think  so  ; that  is,  however,  merely  my 
own  opinion  or  inference.  I have  not  had 
enough  experience  to  know  the  drinking  of 
London,  or  of  Liverpool. 

8992.  How  long  have  you  been  connected 
with  temperance  advocacy  ? — Shortly  after  I 


Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued, 
became  coroner,  the  late  Mr.  A.  M.  Sullivan 
asked  me  what  my  opinions  were. 

8993.  Then  you  were  connected  with  the  tem- 
perance association  for  about  18  or  20  years  ? — 
Yes  ; as  regards  leaving  my  name  upon  their 
books  as  a perpetual  protest,  but  I did  not 
frequently  attend  their  meetings. 

Mr.  T.  IF.  Russell. 

8994.  You  are  not  a teetotaler,  are  you  ? — 
No,  I am  not  a teetotaler. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

8995.  Have  you  not  taken  the  chair  at  any 
meetings? — Not  at  any  meetings  of  the  temper- 
ance association ; but  1 am  asked  from  time  to 
time  to  take  the  chair  at  meetings  such  as  that 
at  which  an  address  was  given  by  Canon  Wilber- 
force  a few  days  ago. 

8996.  How  many  times  have  you  taken  the 
chair  at  those  meetings  ? — I cannot  recall  the 
number  of  times;  perhaps  half  a dozen  times, 
but  not  necessarily  temperance  association  meet- 
ings. 

8997.  In  what  year  did  you  first  take  the  chair 
at  any  of  those  meetings  ? — 1 cannot  remember 
that. 

8998.  Was  it  10  or  12  years  ago? — No. 

8999.  Was  it  within  the  last  half  a dozen 
years  ? — Yes,  I think  so,  but  I could  not  recall 
that. 

9000.  Have  you  in  your  temperance  organi- 
zation   ? — Will  you  allow  me  to  say  that  1 

know  very  little  of  the  organization.  I do  not 
often  attend  the  meetings. 

9001.  Asa  member  of  the  organization,  I pre- 
sume you  know  somewhat  about  it? — Yes. 

9002.  Can  you  tell  me  are  there  many  Roman 
Catholics  in  that  association  ? — I cannot  answer 
that  question  ; I know  that  there  are  some. 

9003.  Wrould  there  be  1,000? — I cannot  tell 
you,  I know  so  little  about  it. 

9004.  I may  ask  you  to  tell  me  upon  this 
matter,  as  you  attended  several  of  the  meetings, 
and  took  the  chair  at  them,  could  not  you, 
glancing  your  eye  over  the  audience,  be  able  to 
carry  away  in  your  mind’s  eye,  how  many  of 
your  Catholic  brethren  were  present  at  those 
meetings  ? — Do  you  mean  in  the  audience  or  ou 
the  platform  ? 

9005.  Either  in  the  audience  of  on  the  plat- 
form ? — I could  not  tell  you  about  the  audience, 
because  they  seemed  to  be  working  men. 

9006.  Upon  the  platform  did  you  find  half  a 
dozen  ? — Do  you  mean  priests  ? 

9007.  I do  not  care  whether  priests  or  lay- 
men ? — I do  not  know  how  many  there  would  be. 

9008.  Did  you  ever  see  more  than  three  there  ? 
— I could  not  tell  you;  I do  not  know  what  re- 
ligion people  may  be. 

9009.  May  I infer  that  you  seldom  saw  Roman 
Catholics  on  the  platform  ? — No,  you  may  not, 
because  I could  not  tell. 

9010.  With  reference  to  drinking  on  Satur- 
days, Sundays,  and  holidays,  have  you  read  a re- 
port of  the  statistical  information  given  fo  the 
Committee  in  the  evidence  here  ? — I have  not. 

9011.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 

Y Y 4 those 
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Mr.  Peter  M(  Donald — continued, 
those  statistics  conclusively  prove  that  the 
amount  of  drinking,  and  the  number  of  arrests 
consequent  thereon  have  very  considerably  de- 
creased on  Saturday  nights,  and  Sundays,  and 
holidays  ? — I would  not  be  surprised,  but  it 
would  not  affect  my  opinion. 

9012.  You  would  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
it  is  as  I have  stated  ? — I should  not  be  surprised 
at  anything  based  upon  statistics. 

9013.  You  have  no  confidence  in  statistics 
even? — I have  not  on  any  subject. 

9014.  Even  though  the  statistics  may  be  given 
by  yourself ; have  you  never  furnished  statistics  ? 

. — No,  I am  not  aware  that  T have  ; I cannot  re- 
call that  I have  ; do  you  mean  in  figures  ? 

9015.  Figures  are  generally  comprised  within 
the  term  “statistics”? — If  you  would  tell  me  an 
instance  I would  be  obliged  to  you 

9016.  I will  ask  you  a question  upon  another 
point  upon  which  your  memory  will  be  move 
closely  to  the  point,  namely  as  to  home  and 
public-house  drinking  ; have  you  had  experience 
as  to  home  drinking  ? — I can  of  course  only  give 
my  experience  as  coroner  upon  that  point ; from 
that  position  I have  a great  deal  of  experience 
in  it.  I know  the  homes  of  the  people.  I know 
the  homes  of  the  respectable  classes,  and  I do 
not  think  there  is  any  home  drinking  of  import- 
ance in  the  city  of  Dublin  ; I know  of  none. 

9017.  But  if  the  houses  be  closed  earlier  on 
Saturday  night  and  totally  closed  on  Sunday, 
would  not  home  drinking  be  on  the  increase? — 
There  might  be  an  increase  of  home  drinking, 
but  there  would  be  a great  diminution  of  general 
drinking. 

9018.  The  home  drinking  would  be  confined 
to  the  wives  and  families,  instead  of  being  con- 
fined to  the  husbands,  as  it  would  be  if  the 
public-houses  were  open? — But  I have  no  evi- 
dence to  show  that  there  would  be  any  increase 
of  home  drinking  if  the  public-houses  were  closed 
on  Sundays.  I could  not  without  such  facts 
form  an  opinion  upon  the  matter. 

9019.  As  you  know  the  habits  of  the  people 
pretty  well  do  not  you  consider  the  public-house 
is  the  only  club  into  which  a poor  man  or  a 
respectable  artizan  can  enter,  he  has  no  other 
place  to  go  to  to  meet  his  friends  socially  ? — That 
is  true ; but  my  evidence  is,  and  my  belief  is  that 
such  a club  as  a public-house,  if  it  is  called  a 
club,  is  a danger  and  a trap. 

9020.  Would  there  not  be  greater  danger  in 
bringing  the  supplies  to  his  home  ? — I do  not 
know  that  he  would  do  so.  I do  not  know  that 
the  wife  would  let  him. 

9021.  Do  not  you  know  as  a fact  that  the 
wives  are  quite  as  ready  to  join  in  a drink  as  the 
husbands  ? — I do  not  conscientiously,  I do  not 
believe  any  such  thing. 

9022.  Have  you  had  no  opportunity  of  know- 
ing it?— The  humbler  classes  know  me,  and  I 
know  them,  perhaps  better  than  any  other  man 
in  Dublin. 

9023.  You  stated  to  the  honourable  Member 
for  Tyrone  that  the  Dublin  people  do  not  take 
beer  for  their  dinner  as  a rule? — I beg  your 

-pardon,  I did  not ; the  question  was  not  asked  of 
me.  I think  I said  they  did  not  look  upon  it 
as  food.  I must  say  that  I rarely  see  messengers 


Mr.  Peter  M( Donald— continued, 
going  lor  drink  to  the  public-houses  in  the  same 
proportions  as  I see  in  London,  Liverpool,  and 
elsewhere. 

9024.  That  is  no  doubt  true ; but  if  Mr.  Harril 
gave  evidence  that  a watch  was  put  upon  three 
public-houses  in  Blackrock,  and  that  it  was 
observed,  that  within  two  hours,  some  hundreds 
of  people  went  into  those  houses,  and  were  seen 
coming  out  with  jugs  of  beer  for  their  dinner, 
would  you  believe  it? — If  Mr.  Harrill  stated  it, 

I will  accept  the  statement. 

9025.  After  such  evidenoe,  you  must  admit, 
that  beer  is  largely  consumed  at  the  dinners  of 
the  working  people? — As  far  as  the  statistics  ol 
the  kind  go,  yes ; but  my  personal  knowledge  is 
a little  the  other  way. 

9026.  You  .have  stated  lhat  you  place  no  re- 
liance upon  statistics;  do  you  equally  apply  that 
to  death  statistics  ? — Yes  ; it  is  to  the  causes  ot 
death  statistics  that  I apply  it. 

9027.  Have  you  furnished  death  statistics?— 
Of  late  years  that  has  been  done  by  the  liegis- 
trar  General  from  my  dockets.  Formerly  I was 
obliged  to  furnish  a special  report  myself,  but 
that  was  abolished  some  years  ago. 

9028.  ITow  many  deaths  had  you  in  the  last  12 
months  ?— I have  not  brought  with  me  an  accurate 
return  ; of  course  I have  made  no  note  of  that. 

9029.  What  is  your  general  idea?— I suppose 
I have  held  about  250  inquests,  and  about  150 
cases  in  which  I did  not  hold  inquests. 

9030.  But  I think  we  must  confine  you  to 
inquests ; out  of  that  250  how  many  cases  had 
you  where  death  arose  from  excess  of  alcohol  ? — 
I have  no  return  of  that;  I must  return  the 
verdict  of  the  jury.  I cannot  tell  you  the 
number,  but  I suppose  not  above  a dozen  such 
recorded  verdicts.  I had  inquests  (perhaps  we 
may  speak  of  the  last  week)  connected  with 
drink  in  four  important  cases  where  no  record  of 
drink  appears  at  all.  For  instance,  a man  was 
kicked  in  coming  out  of  a public-house  in 
Tyrone-place,  and  he  died  ; he  was  a confirmed 
drunkard ; he  received  a kick  in  the  perineum 
causing  a rupture  of  the  passage,  and  an  extra- 
vasation of  urine;  he  died.  Clearly  that  was  a 
case  of  death  by  drink,  but  there  was  no  word  of 
it  recorded  because  he  was  found  to  have  heart 
disease. 

9031.  But  it  is  the  fact  that  you  have  only  12 
out  of  the  250  deaths  recorded  as  arising  from 
drink  ? — I am  merely  giving  that  as  my  im- 
pression ; it  might  afterwards  turn  out  that  1 had 
less  or  more. 

9032.  Then  it  will  not  be  correct  to  say,  com- 
paring 12  with  250,  that  the  preponderating 
cause  of  the  deaths  was  drink? — It  might  be 
that  all  the  other  cases  could  be  shown  to  be  the 
result  of  drink,  such  as  the  case  I mentioned. 

9033.  Would  it  be  possible  in  that  matter  that 
the  12  would  reach  to  the  number  of  250  or  even 
to  the  half  of  250?— Yes,  certainly;  it  would 
reach  beyond  half;  the  four  cases  I mentioned, 
which  occurred  just  before  I left,  were  all  cases 
of  drink,  and  not  one  of  them  was  so  recorded. 
Then  there  are  many  cases  which  have  been 
reported  to  me  privately,  that  is  to  say,  the 
family  will  come  and  ask  me  whether  I think 
there  is  a necessity  for  an  inquest ; I do  not  en- 
courage 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
courage  that ; I always  refer  them  to  the  police. 
But  1 need  hardly  say  that  T am  sometimes 
obliged  to  tell  the  person  who  asked  me  that 
there  would  be  no  cause  for  an  inquest,  because 
I knew  the  man  to  be  a drunkard  myself,  and  1 
told  them  that  that  would  be  the  end  of  it. 

9034.  Is  it  not  your  duty,  as  coroner  at  those 
inquests,  to  give  a direction  to  the  jury? — Cer- 
tainly. 

9035.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  jury  most 
generally  if  not  invariably  follow  your  direction? 
— Upon  the  drink  question  they  will  not ; if 
there  is  disease  they  will  return  the  disease  for 
the  reason  suggested  by  the  honourable  Member 
(Mr.  Jacoby)  a while  ago  connected  with  in- 
surance societies  and  burial  societies. 

9036.  With  regard  to  shebeens,  do  you  consider 
that  there  are  a great  number  of  them  ? — I do 
not ; I think  that  shebeens  are  mainly  about  the 
neighbourhood  of  Purdon-street  and  that  direc- 
tion, and  some  in  the  Liberties. 

9037.  You  say  that  some  of  the  shebeeners 
keep  a very  small  stock ; very  often  only  half  a 
bottle  of  whisky? — That  is  my  experience. 

9038.  In  consequence  of  that-  it  is  very  easy 
for  them  to  deceive  both  you  and  the  police  as 
to  whether  they  would  be  shebeens  or  not? — 
Certainly  ; if  the  stock  is  not  large  it  is  easy  to 
hide  it. 

9039.  If  that  be  so,  do  not  you  think  the  police 
can  be  easily  deceived  as  to  the  number  of 
shebeens  ? — I think  the  police  know  every 
shebeen  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  they  tell  me 
whether  it  is  a bad  house  or  not  where  a death 
occurs,  and  that  influences  me  in  inquiring  into 
deaths  in  brothels;  I invariably  inquire  into 
deaths  occurring  in  brothels,  whether  occurring 
suddenly  or  not,  because  I have  known  cases  of 
assault  having  been  committed  in  them  and  death 
ensuing,  which  have  been  endeavoured  to  be 
hushed  up  by  those  places. 

9040.  You  have  given  the  Committee  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  some  dignitary  giving  some 
evidence  here  ? — I have  referred  to  a clergyman 
giving  evidence  here,  which  I consider  to  be 
quite  fallacious. 

9041.  Can  you  give  the  grade  of  that  witness? 
—I  am  happy  to  say  I cannot  give  his  grade, 
because  I do  not  know  it. 

9042.  I will  ask  you  to  give  a general  answer 
to  a somewhat  simple  question.  You  stated  that 
you  consulted  several  respectable  publicans; 
were  those  respectable  publicans  really  retailers? 
— Yes,  they  were. 

9043.  And  not  wholesale  dealers  ? — They  are 
mutual  friends  of  ours,  I believe. 

9044.  I hope  you  do  not  mean,  to  convey  that 
I am  in  the  retail  trade,  for  I am  not? — I do  not; 
neither  am  I . 

9045.  But  really  were  those  respectable  men 
that  you  consulted  not  family  grocers  r — I think 
not;  1 could  not  positively  say  that  at  the 
present  moment,  but  I think  not. 

9046.  You  say  the  shebeeners  get  their  stock 
from  the  publicans  ? — I do. 

9047.  Are  you  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  even 
the  celebrated  firm  of  Messrs.  Guinness  will  send 
a small  keg  of  porter  into  one  of  those  houses  ? — 
I am  not. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  Donald — continued. 

9048.  On  receiving  cash  for  it? — I was  not 
aware  of  that. 

9049.  Or  to  any  private  house;  is  not  that  so? 
— I believe  Messrs.  Guinness  will  send  it  to  a 
private  house,  but  I do  not  think  they  would  send 
it  to  a shebeener  if  they  knew  he  was  a she- 
beener. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9050.  Is  it  not  generally  the  case  that  the 
shebeeners  sell  drink  in  bottle  and  not  from  the 
cask  ? — Certainly.  I believe  a cask  could  not  be 
kept  in  a shebeen  at  all ; neither  the  customers 
nor  the  shebeener  would  permit  that. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 

9051.  You  seem  to  have  known  a good  deal 
about  the  shebeens,  you  have  taken  stock  of  them 
so  often ; is  it  not  the  fact  that  they  lay  in  a 
small  stock  of  porter  adulterated,  considerably 
amplified,  and  then  bottle  it,  and  then  throw  the 
keg  out  of  the  door  ; is  not  that  the  practice  ? — 
I am  not  aware  of  that.  I have  only  given  evi- 
dence as  to  what  I know. 

9052.  Consequently,  the  celebrated  firm  of 
Messrs.  Guinness  may  turn  into  a shebeen  a 
small  keg  of  porter,  and  it  may  be  used  up  in 
that  way? — It  may.  1 have  no  evidence  to  give 
one  way  or  the  other  as  to  that. 

9053.  How  many  of  these  so-called  respectable 
publicans  did  you  consult? — I did  not  consult 
any  of  them ; they  consulted  me  when  they 
heard  I was  coming  over  here  to  give  evidence 
before  this  Committee. 

9054.  May  I ask  how  many  of  them  consulted 
you  ? — I should  beg  that  I might  not  be  pressed 
upon  that  point. 

9055.  I must  press  you  upon  the  point ; did 
a dozen  of  them  consult  you  ? — No. 

9056.  Did  half-a-dozen  of  them  consult  you  ? 
No. 

9057.  Did  three  consult  you? — Yes,  three 
did. 

9458.  Do  you  think  that  if  even  three  of  the 
family  grocers  of  Dublin  have  expressed  that 
opinion,  it  would  convey  the  general  opinion  of 
the  bulk  of  the  licensed  traders  of  Dublin  ? — 
Clearly  not.  My  only  object  in  drawing  atten- 
tion to  it  was  to  show  that  there  were  respectable 
men  who  were  coerced  to  think  a certain  way 
with  me.  I do  not  know  what  the  general 
opinion  of  the  trade  is. 

9059.  May  I also  infer  that  they  belonged  to 
the  association  with  which  you  are  connected  ? — 
I really  do  not  know  that.  I know  very  little  of 
the  association,  although  I have  been  requested 
to  allow  my  name  to  remain  upon  their  books, 
because  I am  an  enemy  to  intemperance. 

9060.  May  I ask  what  part  of  the  city  do  you 
live  in  ? — I live  in  Bathmines  at  night,  but  I am 
in  Dublin  during  the  day. 

9061.  You  drive  out  into  the  country  I dare- 
say frequently  upon  the  Sunday  ? — Indeed  I do 
not ; I am  only  too  glad  to  rest  on  the  Sunday. 

9062.  You  could  drive  out  to  Bray  possibly 
without  getting  refreshment  by  the  way? — I 
could,  no  doubt. 

9063.  Could  you  walk  that  distance  do  you 
think  ? — I really  do  not  know  whether  1 could ; I 
have  not  tried  it. 

Z z 9064.  Would 
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9064.  Would  not  the  fact  of  whether  you 
could  or  not  depend  upon  your  physical  con- 
dition, and  upon  other  circumstances  ? — 1 have 
not  tried  it,  and  I cannot  answer  the  question. 

9065.  You  cannot  form  an  opinion  then  as  to 
the  necessities  of  the  bona  fide  traveller? — As  a 
medical  man  I should  say  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  his  having  that  kind  of  refreshment  at  all. 

9066.  But  you  have  no  practical  experience  of 
it? — I am  speaking  of  the  matter  as  a question 
of  science. 

9067.  Science  and  practice  are  two  very 
different  things,  are  they  not? — You  will  under- 
stand that,  in  answering  your  questions,  I have  no 
particular  desire  to  give  my  evidence  one  way  or 
the  other.  I am  only  anxious  to  make  my  state- 
ment, clear  to  the  Committee. 

9068.  But  I am  merely  considering  this  : that 
if  you  have  been  a member  of  a Temperanoe 
Association  for  18  or  20  years,  I must  draw  my 
inference  from  that  fact  ? — I would  venture  to  a 
certain  extent  to  repudiate  that,  because  I am 
not  a teetotaller;  and  I have  often  said  when  I 
have  been  presiding  at  a meeting : “ I really 
think  gentlemen  that  I am  in  a false  position  be- 
fore you  ” ; but  the  late  Alexander  Sullivan  has 
said  to  me  : “ Well,  Coroner,  if  you  think  with  us 
I really  think  you  are  bound  to  allow  your  name 
to  remain  upon  the  rolls  of  the  association  ” ; 
and  I am,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  add  it,  a strong 
Advocate  of  temperance. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

9069.  I suppose  you  would  consider  that  the 
three  men  who  spoke  to  you  upon  the  advantages 
of  Sunday  closing  would  be  a type  of  a great 
many  more  throughout  the  city  ? — Certainly  ; I 
should  not  have  mentioned  the  point  if  I had  not 
thought  so. 

9070.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  at  all 
to  the  employes  who  work  long  hours  in  the 
public-houses  ? — I have  not. 

9071.  1 presume  you  would  agree  that  it  must 
be  very  bad  for  their  health  ?-- -There  can  be  no 
doubt  of  that. 

9072.  Yau  have  no  statistics  to  give  to  the 
Committee  upon  that  point,  have  you  ? — I have 
not,  except  as  regards  the  fact  that  many  of  them 
come  under  my  notice  as  dying  from  consump- 
tion and  other  causes  not  necessarily  connected 
with  their  employment  in  public-houses,  because 
that  obtains  in  other  trades  as  well. 

9073.  Still  the  long  hours  and  the  bad  atmo- 
sphere in  which  they  work  must  be  deleterious 
to  health  ? — That  is  so. 

Mr.  Agg-  Gardner. 

9074.  Are  your  juries  sworn  juries  ? — Yes. 

9075.  Then,  do  you  mean  to  say,  that  they 
give  verdicts  in  opposition  to  their  opinions  ? — I 
do  not  say  that  at  all ; I say  they  give  a verdict 
regarding  the  bare  fact  of  the  disease  which  has 
produced  death,  without  any  reference  to  the 
habits  which  has  produced  the  disease. 

907  6.  If  I understand  your  evidence,  the  ver- 
dicts of  the  coroner’s  juries  appeared  to  show 
that  there  were  very  few  deaths  which  arose  from 
drunkenness  ? — I meant  only  to  say  that  the 
verdicts  of  the  coroner's  juries  were  not  to  be 


Mr.  Agg- Gardner — continued, 
relied  upon  as  showing  the  mortality  from 
drink. 

9077.  That  is  rather  a fine  point,  is  it  not? — 
No,  I think  it  is  a very  broad  point,  as  you  would 
see,  I think,  if  you  attended  the  inquests,  as  I 
do. 

9078.  They  do  not  give  a correct  verdict  ? — 
On  the  contrary,  I think  it  is  quite  a correct  ver- 
dict, if  a man  dies  from  heart  disease,  to  say  so. 
We  are  bound  to  ascertain  that  the  death  did  not 
arise  from  any  crime  or  violence,  and  I do  not 
feel  bound  to  hold  investigations  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  the  precise  cause  of  death  in  a 
pathological  sense.  I refuse  l’epeatedly  to  hold 
inquests  upon  that  ground. 

9079.  You  prefer  that  the  jury  should  not 
return  a verdict  of  death  from  alcoholism  ? — I 
have  no  wish  in  the  matter  one  way  or  the  other. 
I say  the  verdict  is  not  practically  returned  that 
the  death  is  due  directly  to  alcoholism,  though  it 
may  be  indirectly.  It  is  due  to  disease.  We 
have  to  give  the  immediate  cause  of  death. 

9080.  But  the  disease  may  not  arise  from 
alcoholism  ? — But  I was  speaking  of  cases  where 
the  disease  is  one  arising  from  alcoholism. 

9081.  Do  you  think,  passing  to  another  point, 
that  these  shebeens  affect  the  amount  of  drunken- 
ness?— I think  they  do,  but  among  a very  de- 
praved class  only. 

9082.  You  stated  that  you  thought  that  public- 
houses  -were  a danger  and  a trap  ? — I do  not 
know  that  I stated  that  exactly,  but  I think  it  is 
a fair  inference  from  what  I said. 

9083.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  the  publican  is 
liable  to  a very  severe  penalty  for  supplying 
liquor  to  a person  already  drunk,  and  also  for 
allowing  a drunken  person  to  remain  upon  his 
premises  ? — That  is  so,  no  doubt ; but  I am 
aware  that  the  law  is  constantly  evaded. 

9084.  But  what  I am  submitting  is,  that  if  the 
public-houses  were  closed,  a person  could  only 
get  drink  by  obtaining  illicit  liquor ; do  not  you 
think  he  will  do  so? — I think  if  the  public- 
houses  are  closed  he  is  not  open  to  the  tempta- 
tion of  getting  drink  so  much  as  if  the  door  of 
the  public-house  were  open  for  him  to  get  any 
quantity  of  drink  at. 

9085.  You  stated  that  the  bond  fide  traveller 
should  be  abolished  altogether  ? — I really  do 
think  so. 

9086.  You  think  there  should  be  no  provision 
made  for  the  traveller;  is  that  so  ? — I really  think 
it  is  not  necessary.  I think  he  should  take  with 
him  what  he  wants. 

9087.  There  are  many  persons  of  your  class  in 
Dublin  who  think  as  you  do,  who  would  not 
require  a restaurant  or  a public-house  if  they 
were  travelling  in  order  to  enable  them  to  obtain 
this  convenience? — That  is  so. 

9088.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  a con- 
venience to  others  to  be  able  to  do  it  ? — I do  not 
think  the  loss  to  the  public  from  the  few  pots  of 
beer  that  the  bond  fide  traveller  would  drink 
would  be  worth  considering. 

9089.  But  there  are  cases,  are  there  not,  in 
which  alcohol  is  necessary,  as  in  cases  of  illness  ? 
— It  may  be  necessary  in  certain  cases.  There 
are  cases  in  which  I should  say  it  should  be  got 
upon  the  spot. 

9090.  But 
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Mi1.  Agg- Gardner — continued. 

9090.  But  if  you  close  all  the  public-houses, 
where  is  a poor  person  to  get  it  on  the  Sunday  ? 
— If  a poor  person  requires  alcohol  in  any  form 
he  should  be  supplied  with  it  under  the  orders  of 
a doctor.  I see  death  constantly  caused  by  a 
glass  of  whiskey  given  to  a person  who  has  fallen 
in  a fit  of  apoplexy  and  cases  of  that  natux-e. 

9091.  What  would  you  suggest? — That  he 
should  obtain  medical  advice  before  giving  any 
spirits. 

9092.  Butin  the  meantime  while  waiting  for 
the  opinion  of  a doctor  the  person  may  be  dead? 
— I think  even  that  would  be  better  than  to  kill 
him  by  carelessly  giving  it  without  authority  and 
improperly. 

9093.  Have  you  any  belief  as  to  the  influences 
of  education  on  the  decrease  of  drunkenness  ? — 
Not  much.  I have  seeninthe  upper  classes,  speak- 
ing comparatively  to  their  numbers,  as  much 
drinking  as  amongst  the  poorer  classes. 

9094.  But  surely  there  has  been  a decrease  of 
drinking  amongst  the  upper  classes  of  late  years, 
has  there  not;  that  must  be  patent  tp  your 
observation  ? — It  is  not  patent  to  my  observa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9095.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  gas 
factory  in  Dublin  ? — I know  it  very  well.  The 
Alliance  Gas  Factory  I presume  you  refer  to. 

9096.  It  has  been  stated  here  in  the  evidence 
that  there  are  a great  number  of  men  woi'king 
there  necessai-ily  on  the  Sunday? — I have  no 
doubt  there  are; 

9097.  Do  you  know  much  about  those  men 
working  in  the  gas  works? — Not  much;  we  have 
had  very  few  accidents  among  the  men  working 
in  the  gas  works. 

9098.  You  are  here  to  give  your  expei’ience 
as  city  coroner  for  Dublin  ?— Yes,  and  also  as 
connected  with  temperance. 

9099.  You  are  not  actively  connected  with 
that  society  I believe?— I have  taken  no  active 
part  in  it.  I do  not  believe  I have  attended 
half-a-dozen  meetings  since  my  name  has  been 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Peter  M:  Donald. 

9100.  Notwithstanding  that  you  took  the  chair 
at  the  public  meeting  ? — I did. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9101.  You  took  the  chair  at  a public  meeting 
where  a lecture  was  given  upon  the  evils  of 
drink? — Yes,  I did. 

9102.  But  not  in  connection  with  the  promo- 
tion of  the  association  ? — I never  took  the  chair 
at  any  of  these  meetings  as  a member  of  the 
association,  but  simply  because  I have  been 
asked  to  do  so  as  coi'oner. 

9103.  And  as  a man  of  expei'ience  in  Dublin  ? 
— Yes. 

9104.  We  may  take  it  that  your  connection 
with  those  meetings  was  entirely  unconnected 
with  any  membership  of  the  society  ? — Entirely. 

9105.  I think  you  stated  that  in  the  course  of 
your  duties  you  ascertained  that  a great  number 
of  deaths  were  unfortunately  dii  ectly  traceable 
to  disease  arising  from  drink  ? — Yes. 

9 106.  May  I take  it  that  in  the  case  of  a man 
0.67. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

suffering  from  heart  disease  who  drinks  freely  it 
must  necessarily  accelerate  his  end  ? — Yes,  un- 
doubtedly. 

9107.  And  in  cases  of  consumption,  if  a man 
drinks,  what  effect  has  it  upon  him? — In  the 
last  stages  it  would  be  fatal. 

9108.  Consequently  in  a great  number  of  cases 
of  men  suffering  from  illness  alcoholism  acceler- 
ates their  end  ? — Yes ; 1 have  stated  that  without 
a medical  man’s  advice  stimulants  are  almost 
always  injurious,  and  should  not  be  taken  unless 
under  the  inspection  of  a medical  man  who  can 
see  what  the  effects  are  from  time  to  time. 

9109.  The  Committee  have  had  a great  deal 
of  evidence  about  home  drinking ; you  have  had 
some  experience  in  going  about  amongst  the 
poorer  classes  of  Dublin ; do  you  think  that 
home  drinking  would  increase  if  the  public- 
houses  were  closed? — I do  not.  I think  the 
main  cause  of  drinking  in  the  public-houses  is 
good  fellowship  and  sociality, 

9110.  You  divide  the  users  of  public-houses 
into  two  classes  : the  habitual  drunkard,  and  the 
man  who  occasionally  goes  in? — That  is  so. 

9111.  The  habitual  drunkard  will  get  di-ink 
wherever  he  can  get  it? — He  will  wherever  he 
can. 

9112.  The  other  would  be  tempted  in;  but  if 
the  public-houses  were  closed,  would  do  without 
the  drink? — He  would  be  without  the  temptation 
if  the  public-houses  were  closed.  I could  not 
say  he  would  not  supply  himself  with  some 
di-ink. 

9113.  What  would  be  your  idea  as  regards  the 
law  of  the  land ; would  you  close  earlier  on 
Saturday  night  ? — I would  not  like  to  fix  the 
hour. 

9114.  Do  you  think  nine  o’clock  would  be  too 
eaidy  in  Dublin? — Cei'tainly  not. 

9115.  Do  you  think  nine  o’clock  would  involve 
any  hardship  upon  any  class  of  the  community? 
— I must  not  consider  the  hardship  to  the  com- 
munity ; that  is  a matter  of  opinion.  If  you 
want  facts  from  me,  I would  prefer  seeing  the 
public-houses  closed  as  soon  as  tlie  workshops  are 
closed,  simultaneously  with  them. 

91 16.  At  three  o’clock  ? — I am  afraid  I mustsay 
I would. 

9117.  You  would  at  all  events  prefer  nine 
o’clock  to  1 1 o’clock  ? — I would  by  two  hours. 

9118.  In  regard  to  Sunday  closing,  you  are, 
as  I understand,  in  favour  of  closing  altogether  ? 
— I am. 

9119.  In  respect  to  the  bona  fide  traveller,  I 
think  you  stated  that  you  were  not  in  favour  of 
the  bond  fide  ti-aveller  exemption  ? — Not  at  all. 

9120.  But  you  would  not  extend  that  objection 
to  the  cases  of  hotels  and  places  where  food  was 
sold,  would  you? — Whei-e  food  is  sold  it  would 
materially  alter  the  case.  I would  not  allow  any 
place  to  be  open  where  nothing  but  drink  is  sold  ; 
but  where  food  is  sold  I think  it  is  a very  great 
corrective  of  the  drink. 

Mi1.  John  O'Connor. 

9121.  That  applies  to  Saturdays  as  well  as 
Sundays  I take  it? — It  applies  to  all  days  as  far 
as  I am  concerned;  but  I am  only  giving  my  own 
opinion. 

z z 2 9122.  A 
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Mr.  Jacoby. 

9122.  As  far  as  you  are  concerned  you  would 
close  all  the  houses  on  Sunday  where  nothing  but 
drink  is  sold  ? — Yes,  I would. 

9123.  But  where  food  besides  drink  is  sold,  you 
would  not  so  much  desire  to  close  them  ; is  that 
so  ? — I may  have  strong  opinions  upon  that  point 
too,  but  I would  not  express  them  so  strongly. 

9124.  With  reference  to  shebeening  do  you 
think  that  the  police  could  cope  with  that  class  of 
houses  ? — 1 have . been  told  by  the  police 
repeatedly  that  if  they  had  the  power  they  could 
close  them  all  in  a week. 

Mr.  L<  e. 

9125.  Do  you  know  that  the  Kecorder  of 
Dublin  gave  evidence  here  ? — I do,  but  I did  not 
read  his  evidence. 

9126.  He  said  that  eight-tenths  or  nine-tenths 
of  the  crime  of  Dublin  was  directly  or  indirectly 
to  be  attributed  to  drink  : would  you  agree  with 
him  in  that  statement  ?— My  experience  of  crime 
in  Dublin  in  the  way  of  homicides,  suicides,  and 
all  that  class  of  thing,  coincides  with  that.  Of 
course  I know  nothing  of  larcenies  and  such 
things  as  that. 

9127.  You  expressed  yourself  as  being  in 
favour  of  total  Sunday  closing ; do  you  think 
there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the 
law  under  total  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin  ? — I 
am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question,  I do  not 
know  what  difficulty  in  the  way  of  carrying  out 
the  law  may  be  ; but  I do  not  think  there  would 
be  much  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  law. 

9128.  Do  bogus  clubs  exist  in  Dublin  now? — 

I do  not  think  they  do ; I have  no  knowledge  of 
them.  I have  heard  of  clubs  in  Dublin  where 
drinking  prevails,  but  they  could  not  be  bogus 
clubs  ; they  would  be  irregular  clubs  where  the 
habit  of  drinking  got  in  ; but  you  will  remember 
that  our  people  are  very  social,  and  it  is  very 
hard  for  a man  to  refuse  to  take  a drink  with  his 
friend  opposite. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

9129.  You  are  in  favour  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  being  continued  in  operation  ? — 

I am. 

9130.  You  are  in  favour  of  its  extension  to 
Dublin  ?— I,  am. 

9131.  You  are  in  favour  of  Saturday  night 
closing  ? — I am. 

9132.  You  are  in  favour  of  a curtailment  of 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
the  privileges  of  the  bona  fide  traveller  ? — I am, 
because  I think  the  evils  of  recognising  the 
bond  fide  traveller  are  greater  than  the  good  to 
be  derived  by  him.  It  may  cause  a hardship  to 
the  traveller,  no  doubt. 

9133.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  total 
extinction  of  the  liquor  trade  ? — I have  not 
thought  that  possible  ; I have  not  considered  the 
subject. 

9134.  Considering  that  you  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Temperance  Association  for 
some  years,  and  that  you  are  in  favour  of  so 
many  curtailments  of  the  liquor  trade,  is  it  not 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  you  would  be  in 
favour  of  the  extinction  of  the  liquor  trade  alto- 
gether ? — I daresay  it  would. 

9135.  With  regard  to  the  three  respectable 
traders  you  referred  to,  are  you  aware  whether 
they  keep  their  establishments  closed  on  Sundays? 
— I am  not. 

9136-  Are  you  aware  whether  any  one  of 
them  keeps  his  establishment  closed  on  Sunday  ? 
— I am  not.  I do  not  know  what  they  do  on 
Sundays.  I rarely  leave  my  home  on  that 
day. 

9137.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  are 
open  or  closed  ? — I do  not  know  for  certain,  but 
I think  they  are  open. 

9138.  Still  it  is  very  possible  they  may  be 
closed? — It  is  very  possible  they  may  be  closed; 
but  I think  not  from  their  position. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

9139.  You  stated  that  they  would  be  well 
pleased  to  have  Sunday  closing,  if  it  were 
made  universal  in  the  trade  ? - That  is  so.  I 
may  say  that  I received  a number  of  anonymous 
letters  when  it  was  known  that  I was  likely  to 
come  up  here  to  be  examined.  I took  no  par- 
ticular notice  of  them,  but  still  I think  I could 
trace  out  where  some  of  them  came  from. 

9140.  How  was  it  known  that  you  were  com- 
ing here  ? — I think  it  really  arose  from  my  tailor 
being  unable  to  give  me  my  coat,  and  from  a 
publican  also  wanting  his  coat;  the  tailor  was  not 
able  to  supply  it,  for  the  reason  I have  given. 

9141.  Was  it  known  by  the  press  that  you 
were  coming  to  be  examined  as  a witness? — It 
was  not  stated  in  the  newspapers. 

9142.  And  the  information  did  not  come  from 
the  Temperance  Association  ? — It  did  not  come 
from  the  Temperance  Association. 


Mr.  Samuel  Monro,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  T.  JV.  Russell. 

9143.  I believe  you  are  President  of  the  Bel- 
fast United  Trades  Council? — I am. 

9144.  What  does  that  body  represent? — The 
principal  trades  of  Belfast,  the  united  trade 
societies  of  Belfast. 

9145.  How  many  trades  are  in  it? — At  present 
affiliated  with  the  Belfast  Trades  Council  there 
are  28  of  the  principal  trades  of  Belfast. 

9146.  How  many  men  might  that  cover? — I 
would  say  about  5,000  of  the  artizans  of  Belfast. 

9147.  I believe  it  is  not  the  habit  of  that  body 
to  take  any  action  upon  matters  outside  the 
trade  as*  a rule? — No;  they  sometimes  do  as 
ratepayers  intervene  in  public  questions. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

9148.  What  I mean  is  this  : that  gentlemen 
who  are  delegated  to  the  United  Trades  Coun- 
cil are  not  delegated  generally,  but  are  delegated 
as  trades’  representatives?— Yes. 

9149.  As  a matter  of  fact  the  Trades  Council 
does  not  often  interfere  as  a council  in  what 
may  be  called  political  matters  ? — As  a Council 
the  very  foundation  of  their  constitution  prevents 
them  from  interfering  in  political  matters. 

9150.  They  have  passed  no  resolution  upon 
either  of  the  Bills  now  before  this  Committee, 
have  they  ? — They  have  not. 

9151.  Had  you  a meeting  of  the  council  on 

Saturday 
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Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell — continued. 

Saturday  night  ? — Yes,  there  was  the  ordinary 
meeting. 

9152.  Did  you  take  any  steps  at  that  meeting 
to  find  out  the  opinion  of  the  representatives 
present  upon  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee ? — I did,  because  I had  seen  in  the  morn- 
ing newspapers  at  the  end  of  the  sitting  of  this 
Committee  on  Thursday  last  that  I was  to  be 
summoned  here  ; and,  inasmuch  as  I knew  that 
the  Trades  Council  generally  took  an  interest 
in  this  question,  but  had  expressed  no  opinion 
upon  it,  I thought  it  better  to  take  their  own 
personal  opinion  to  see  if  it  coincided  with  the 
opinion  I had  formed. 

9153.  Could  you  tell  me  how  many  represent- 
atives were  present  at  that  meeting  on  Saturdav 
night  ? — At  the  beginning  of  the  proceedings 
there  were  19. 

9154.  How  many  had  left  before  you  consulted 
them? — Four  had  left;  they  had  to  attend  their 
own  trade  societies  ; 16  were  left,  including 
myself. 

9155.  They  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that 
they  were  going  to  be  consulted  upon  this 
matter,  had  they  ? — Yes,  some  of  them  had. 
We  have  a rule  that  if  members  are  absent  for 
two  nights  in  succession  they  are  summoned  to 
the  next  ordinary  meeting.  The  secretary  sum- 
moned, at  my  suggestion,  the  members  who  had 
been  absent  upon  the  previous  two  nights  in  the 
usual  way,  and,  I think,  intimated  to  them  that 
their  opinion  would  be  likely  to  be  asked  upon 
this  question  of  Sunday  closing,  and  I intimated 
to  them  that  I would  like  their  own  personal 
opinion. 

9156.  How  many  were  summoned? — I could 
not  say  how  many  were  summoned  out  of  the 
number. 

9157.  When  you  consulted  them,  what  was 
the  state  of  their  minds  upon  the  question  ? — 
Twelve  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  total 
closing  in  Ireland  on  Sundays,  including  the 
exempted  towns,  and  a curtailment  of  the 
hours  on  Saturday  evening,  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  interest  of  the  working  classes  ; and  some 
of  the  12  also  said  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
majority  of  the  working  classes  (and  I take  it 
that  they  meant  the  working  classes  that  they 
knew  themselves)  were  of  the  same  opinion. 

9158.  You  have  given  us  12 ; what  did 
the  others  consider? — Two  considered  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  (I  think  that  was  the  word 
used)  to  entirely  close  on  Sunday;  that  they 
preferred  a shortening  of  the  hours  ; and  I be- 
lieve that  one  was  of  opinion  that  matters  should 
remain  as  they  are.  Might  I be  allowed  to  add 
that  they  passed  no  resolution ; that  this  is  their 
ovvn  opinion,  and  in  no  way  binds  their  con- 
stituents. 

9159.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  absent 
members  of  the  council,  what  would  you  say 
their  opinions  are  ? — From  my  knowledge  of  the 
opinions  held  by  the  members  who  were  not 
present  at  the  meeting,  knowing  them  intimately 
myself,  having  had  conversations  with  most  of 
them  on  this  subject,  I believe  that  the  opinions 
expressed  by  the  members  present  fairly  expressed 
the  views  of  the  entire  council  on  the  question. 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

9160.  Now,  taking  those  who  are  not  in  favour, 
how  would  you  divide  them  ? — Do  you  mean 
those  who  are  not  in  favour  of  total  closing  ? 

9161.  Yes;  have  you  any  in  favour  of  the 
to£al  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday,  but  not 
of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  or  in  favour  of 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  and  not  of  total 
closing  on  Sunday  ? — Of  those  who  are  not  in 
favour  of  total  closing  on  Sunday  and  curtailing 
the  hours  on  Saturday,  there  are  a number  who 
think  (I  am  speaking  not  of  the  opinion  of 
the  council  but  of  what  I consider  to  be  the 
public  opinion)  that  it  would  be  too  violent  a 
change  to  totally  close  on  Sunday,  and  to  close 
earlier  by  two  hours  on  Saturday  ; but  that  if  a 
more  gradual  process  were  adopted  of  shortening 
the  hours  on  the  Sunday,  and  a curtailment  of 
the  hours  on  Saturday  as  well,  it  would  lead 
public  opinion  better  up  to  the  total  closing  on 
Sunday.  I know  that  that  opinion  is  held  by  a 
great  body  of  the  working  people  in  Belfast. 

9162.  That  they  would  prefer  to  deal  with  the 
matter  tentatively  and  by  degrees  ? — Yes. 

9163.  You  say  that  there  is  a considerable 
body  of  opinion  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on 
Saturdays,  and  a partial  closing  on  Sundays  ? — 
Yes. 

9164.  Would  you  say  that  the  majority  of  the 
working  classes  in  Belfast  are  in  favour  of  total 
closing  on  Sundays  ? — I would  say  that,  without 
taking  any  public  part  (I  thought  it  my  duty 
not  to  do  that),  I have  taken  pains  to  ascertain 
the  opinion  of  working  men,  and  I consider  that 
the  majority  of  the  working  people  of  Belfast 
would  be  in  favour  of  the  entire  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sunday. 

9165.  And  of  the  shortening  of  the  hours  on 
Saturday? — Yes,  and  the  shortening  of  the  hours 
on  Saturdays  ; I am  sure  of  that, 

9166.  You  divide  the  working  classes  and 
people  into  three  divisions;  the  majority  in  favour 
of  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday, 
and  the  earlier  closing  on  Saturdays  ; you  have 
a second  body  in  favour  of  the  partial  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sundays,  and  a curtailment  of 
the  hours  on  Saturday ; and  then  you  have  a 
third  body,  which  you  think  to  be  the  smallest  of 
the  whole,  who  are  in  favour  of  leaving  things  as 
they  are  ? — You  have  exactly  expressed  the 
opinion  of  the  Belfast  working  men. 

9167.  And,  I suppose,  included  in  the  latter 
category  would  be  those  who  would  drink  to  ex- 
cess; they  would  be  in  favour  of  things  remaining 
as  they  are  ? — Yes.  Naturally  you  would  think 
they  might  be,  but,  perhaps,  some  of  them 
would  like  to  be  saved  a li.ttle  from  the  tempta- 
tion. 

9168.  Have  you  ever  turned  your  attention  to 
the  question  of  what  hour  it  would  be  suitable 
to  close  on  Saturday  nights? — I have.  I would 
consider  nine  o’clock  a reasonable  hour. 

9169.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  working 
classes  of  Belfast  and  their  habits,  would  you 
consider  that  any  serious  inconvenience  to  mar- 
keting would  arise  if  nine  o’clock  were  to  be  the 
hour  for  closing  ? — I cannot  say  that  I think  any 
inconvenience  would  arise. 

zz3  9170.  When 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell — continued. 

9170.  When  do  employers  of  labour  pay  in 
Belfast? — On  Saturdays  generally,  from  one  to 
two  o’clock. 

9171.  I suppose  you  have  more  skilled  artizans 
in  Belfast  than  in  any  other  place  in  Ireland  ? — 
I believe  that  there  are  the  largest  number  of 
artizans  in  Belfast  of  all  the  towns  in  Ireland; 
but  I have  not  the  number. 

9172.  Do  you  believe  that  the  nine  o’clock 
closing  would  not  cause  any  inconvenience  to  the 
artizans  of  Belfast  as . regards  marketing  ? — I 
cannot  Bee  that  it  would  cause  any  inconve- 
nience. 

9173.  And  you  would  agree  'hat  the  largest 
amount  of  drinking  is  done  on  Saturday  night? — 
I have  no  doubt  that  it  is.  I think  it  would  be 
to  the  interest  of  the  artizans,  both  in  pocket  and 
in  every  other  way,  if  the  volume  of  drink  were 
lessened. 

9174.  I suppose  in  giving  your  opinion  upon 
that  point  you  are  not  a teetotaller  ? — I am  not. 

9175.  And  you  are  not  a member  of  a tem- 
perance society  ? — I am  not,  and  never  have 
been. 

9176.  And  never  had  anything  to  do  with 
them? — I have  a great  many  friends  among 
them. 

9177-  You  have  never  had  any  personal  con- 
nection with  the  temperance  association  ? — 
Never. 

9178  You  are  here  representing  the  working 
men  of  Belfast  and  you  are  actually  engaged  in 
your  occupation  in  Belfast? — Yes;  my  occupa- 
tion is  that  of  a printer. 

9179.  Now  dealing  with  those  who  are  honestly 
afraid  of  this  closing,  upon  what  grounds  do  they 
base  their  opinion? — They  consider  that  it 
would  lead  to  more  illicit  drinking  than  there  is 
at  present,  that  is  to  say  there  is  a legal  hour  for 
closing  and  that  the  publicans  would  sell  after 
lxours  ; and  that  it  would  give  rise  to  shebeening, 
which  I would  call  selling  without  a license. 

9180.  Do  you  consider  the  shebeening  diffi- 
culty in  Belfast  is  a very  great  difficulty  ? — I 
rather  think  there  are  a number  of  shebeens  in 
Belfast,  but  I have  formed  the  opinion  that  they 
could  be  dealt  with  by  the  police  if  the  police  had 
the  power,  and  would  exercise  the  power. 

9181.  "VVe  have  had  evidence  that  the  chief 
difficulty  the  police  encounter  in  dealing  with 
shebeens  is  this:  that  the  Act  of  Parliament 
insists  on  the  sale  being  proved,  whereas  if  the 
police  had  power  to  prosecute  for  keeping  drink 
for  sale  upon  the  premises  they  could  make  an 
end  of  them  ; have  you  turned  your  mind  to  that 
matter  ? — I cannot  say  that  I have  examined  the 
subject  closely.  There  is  one  phase  of  the 
subject  on  which  I should  like  to  say  this : that 
I think  if  the  policemen  had  power  to  examine 
those  known  houses  without  a warrant  (but  per- 
haps that  would  be  too  much  power  to  ask]  they 
might  do  away  with  them. 

9182.  That  would  be  a rather  serious  inroad 
upon  the  theory  of  the  Englishman’s  house  being 
his  castle  ? — It  would,  I admit. 

9183.  You  do  not  anticipate  any  very  serious 
increase  of  shebeening  from  this  change  of  which 
we  have  been  speaking  ? — I do  not. 

9184.  You  do  not  consider  it  would  be  a public 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
evil  with  which  the  poKce  would  not  be  able  to 
cope  ? — I do  not. 

9185.  What  do  you  think  about  home  drinking; 
do  you  think  that  a curtailment  of  drinking  would 
result  in  a great  increase  of  home  drinking  ? — No, 
not  from  curtailment  of  the  hours;  1 would  think 
that  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday 
might  perhaps  at  fix'st  lead  to  an  increase  of  drink- 
ing at  home.  The  parties  who  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  drinking  on  Sundays  might  perhaps  be 
inclined  to  provide  themselves,  but  I think  they 
would  be  the  minority  who  would  provide  them- 
selves with  a bottle  for  their  Sunday’s  use. 

9186.  There  must  be  a very  large  number  of 
intelligent  artizans  in  Belfast  who  are  not 
abstainers,  who  drink  at  home.  1 am  not 
speaking  of  drinking  to  excess ; I mean  there  must 
be  in  a town  like  Belfast  many  men  of  great 
respectability  who  would  not  be  seen  going  into 
a public-house,  and  who,  whatever  they  drank, 
would  take  it  at  home  ? — I do  not  know  that ; I do 
not  think  the  ordinary  artizan  thinks  it  any  crime 
or  even  a disgrace  to  go  into  a public  house; 
there  may  be  some,  in  fact  there  are  some,  who 
would  not  go  into  a public-house  and  who  per- 
haps would  take  a bottle  of  porter  at  home. 

9187.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  such  an 
increase  of  home  drinking  as  would  make  it  a 
public  danger  to  the  State  ? — No,  I do  not. 

9188.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  influence 
of  the  wife  and  children  at  home  might  act  as 
a restraining  influence? — I certainly  think  that 
to  an  ordinary  respectable  artizan  he  would  be 
less  likely  to  go  to  excess  at  home  than  he 
would  be  in  a public-house,  and  for  this  l'eason: 
that  it  is  rather  in  a social  way  generally  that 
they  meet;  in  fact,  l hold  the  very  same 
opinion  that  has  been  expressed  to  you  by  Dr. 
Whyte,  that  a number  of  men  go  in  together, 
and  they  seem  to  have  that  feeling  amongst 
them  that  if  one  stands,  as  it  is  called,  it  should 
go  all  round,  so  that  a man  who  goes  in  with 
the  intention  of  getting  refreshment  very  often 
gets  too  much  with  no  intention  of  doing  so. 

9189.  From  the  social  habit  of  the  people? 
—Yes. 

9190.  That  temptation  would  be  absent  at 
home  ? — The  temptation  to  do  that  would  be 
absent  at  home. 

9191.  Therefore  you  think  that  the  evil  is 
exaggerated  by  those  who  fear  it? — Yes; 
giving  them  all  credit  for  their  intentions  in 
fearing  it;  I think  they  exaggerate  the  danger. 

9192.  Has  your  Council  turned  its  attention 
to  the  hours  of  labour  generally  ? — They  have. 

9193.  I suppose  a Belfast  artizan  works 
something  like  54  hours  a week  ? — Fifty-four  is 
the  recognised  number  of  hours. 

9194.  And  I suppose  he  gets  Iris  holidays  like 
other  people?' — He  is  getting  more  holidays  than 
he  did,  but  the  practice  has  not  become  general, 
as  it  has  in  England. 

9195.  But  he  can  take  certain  holidays  if  he 
likes  ? — A man  who  is  engaged  all  the  year 
round  would  be  allowed  to  take  a week  or  a 
fortnight,  but  he  would  be  expected  to  provide 
a substitute. 

9196.  I want  to  ask  your  opinion  as  a work- 
ing-man ; what  is  your  opinion  of  the  hours  of 

labour 
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Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell—  continued, 
labour  in  public-houses? — I think  that  they  are 
far  too  long. 

9197.  The  working  classes  generally  are  in 
favour  of  shorter  hours  of  labour,  are  they 
not  ? — Y es ; I may  say  that  last  year,  accord- 
ing to  a report  I have  in  my  hand,  the  Trades 
Council  made  it  a question  at  the  municipal 
elections  that  the  candidates  who  sought  the 
suffrages  of  the  electors  would  see  to  it,  that 
the  hours  of  labour  worked  by  the  gas- 
works employes  should  be  reduced ; they  were 
thought  to  be  excessive,  amounting  to  78  hours 
per  week.  I was  on  the  platform  with  the  other 
members,  and  we  issued  a programme  to  the 
candidates  for  municipal  honours  asking  that 
they  should  see  to  it  that  the  hours  should  be 
reduced. 

9198.  Then  your  council,  having  undertaken 
the  agitation  for  a reduction  of  the  hours  of labour 
from  78  hoursa  week,  are  not  so  inconsistent  as  to 
refuse  to  appear  here,  and  apply  for  a reduction 
of  the  hours  of  labour  in  the  public-houses, 
which  are  stated  to  amount  to  101  hours  a week? 
— I think  not  ; in  fact,  the  publicans’  assistants 
have  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  our 
proceedings,  but  the  reason  we  did  not  inter- 
fere with  them  was  this : that  we  considered  as 
a trades  council,  and  as  ratepayers,  we  were 
justified  in  approaching  a public  corporation, 
and  asking  them  to  reduce  the  hours  of  their 
employes ; but  until  we  were  asked  to  inter- 
fere, and  we  were  not  asked  to  interfere  by  the 
publicans’  assistants,  we  did  not  think  it  judicious 
to  interfere  with  privale  enterprise. 

9199.  Do  you  concur  with  the  evidence  which 
has  been  given  before  this  Committee  by  wit- 
nesses from  Dublin  and  Belfast,  that  the  drink- 
ing on  Saturday  night  is  more  fatal  than  the 
drinking  of  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  week  ? — 
I certainly  think  that  there  is  more  drinking  on 
Saturday  night  than  on  any  other  night  of  the 
week. 

9200.  I mean  fatal  in  its  results  on  the  wages 
of  the  people? — Yes,  certainly. 

9201.  And  therefore  in  its  results  upon  the 
homes  of  the  people,  and  the  comfort  and  educa- 
tion of  the  people? — Certainly. 

9202.  Are  you  aware  that  any  public  meetings 
have  been  held  in  Belfast  upon  this  question  ? — 
I am. 

9203.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  what  they 
were  generally? — The  first  meeting  I can  re- 
member was  a meeting  called  by  the  publicans ; 
it  was  in  this  form : “ A meeting  of  the  distillers, 
brewers,  and  retailers.”  I think  that  was  the 
form  of  it. 

9204.  That  was  not  a meeting  of  the  public  ? 
— No;  it  was  a meeting  of  the  trade;  it  was 
looked  upon  as  such ; it  was  against  the  Bills  that 
were  before  the  House. 

9205.  Do  you  know  of  any  public  meeting 
having  been  held  in  the  town  of  Belfast  to  pro- 
test against  these  Bills  ? — I do.  About  a week 
after  this  meeting  I referred  to  in  St.  George’s 
Hall,  iu  Belfast,  a meeting  was  called  by  public 
advertisement,  of  working  men,  to  protest  against 
the  arguments  which  had  been  used  at  the  pre- 
vious meeting. 

9206.  But  that  was  a meeting  iu  favour  of  the 
0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell—  continued. 

Bill;  you  have  misunderstood  my  question;  you 
have  told  the  Committee  of  a meeting  of  the 
trade,  that  is  of  the  spirit  trade,  to  protest 
against  these  Bills.  Are  you  aware  of  a single 
public  meeting,  a meeting  actually  of  the  public, 
having  been  held  in  the  town  of  Belfast  to  pro- 
test against  these  Bills  ? — No. 

9207.  Will  you  give  the  Committee  your  ex- 
perience of  the  meetings  in  favour  of  the  Bills  ? 
— There  was  a meeting  just  about  a week  after 
that  meeting  that  I spoke  of;  that  is  to  say,  the 
meeting  of  the  brewers  ; a meeting  of  the  work- 
ing men  was  held  at  St.  George’s  Hall  as  I have 
described,  to  protest  against  the  arguments  which 
had  been  used  at  the  brewers’  and  distillers’ 
meetings.  That  was  a meeting  of  working  men 
purely. 

9208.  Was  it  presided  over  by  a working 
man  ? — I do  not  know  the  gentleman  personally, 
but  it  was  so  stated  ; Mr.  Fullerton  was  in  the 
chair. 

9209.  Was  that  a meeting  of  working  men  ? 
— It  was.  I considered  it  my  duty  to  attend 
that  meeting  for  my  own  information. 

9210.  From  your  own  knowledge  are  you  able 
to  tell  the  Committee  that  the  meeting  was  con- 
ducted by  a bond  Jide  working  man,  and  was 
composed  of  purely  working  men  ? — Yes. 

9211.  Have  you  any  other  meetings  to  de- 
scribe ? — Yes ; that  meeting  was  held  Monday  the 
26th  of  March.  Another  meeting  was  held  on 
the  3rd  of  May  in  the  Ulster  Hall,  the  largest 
hall  in  Belfast. 

9212.  And  the  largest  hall  in  Ulster,  I think? 
— It  is ; it  accommodates  3,000  comfortably  ; the 
hall  was  filled.  I was  present  at  the  meeting  as 
an  onlooker  and  as  a listener  to  the  arguments. 

9213.  Who  was  in  the  chair? — Mr.  Thomas 
Sinclair. 

9214.  Is  Mr.  Thomas  Sinclair  a teetotaler? 
— I rather  think  he  is. 

9215.  I know  he  is  not? — He  is  a temperance 
man  at  all  events,  he  is  a temperance  advocate. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9216.  Do  you  give  it  as  his  character  that  he 
is  a temperance  man  ? — He  is  a temperate  man 
at  any  rate. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9217.  You  mean  Mr.  Thomas  Sinclair  is  not 
a temperance  advocate  in  the  ordinary  accepta- 
tion of  the  word,  but  that  he  is  an  advocate  of 
temperance  among  the  people  ? — Y es. 

9218.  The  meeting  was  crowded,  was  it  not  ? 
—It  was. 

9219.  Are  you  able  to  tell  the  Committee  who 
took  part  in  that  meeting  ; do  you  remember  ? — 
A number  of  gentlemen  took  part  in  it. 

9220.  What  wasthe  character  of  the  attendance 
at  that  meeting  ; was  it  working  men? — It  was 
largely  composed  of  working  men,  but  there  were 
men  above  the  working  men’s  station  there  ; it 
was  a general  public  meeting. 

9221.  Have  there  been  any  other  public  meet- 
ings ? — There  was  another  meeting  on  Saturday 
June  the  2nd,  but  it  was  a general  temperance 
demonstration,  held  in  connection  with  the  visit 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Aitken,  who  was  holding  a 
mission  there. 

z z 4 9222.  Where 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell—  continued. 

9222.  Where  was  that  meeting  held?— In  the 
Ulster  Hall  again.  At  that  meeting  there  was  a 
resolution  passed  in  favour  of  the  measure  be- 
fore this  Commit  tee. 

9223.  Were  you  present?— I was  not  present 
at  that  meeting ; I speak  from  the  public  news- 
papers. 

9224.  Is  that  all  the  meetings  that  have  been 
held  in  Belfast? — That  is  all  the  meetings  that 
I know  of,  but  I have  read  many  resolutions  of 
public  bodies,  such  as  the  Easter  vestries  of  the 
Church  of  Ireland,  nearly  all ; I would  say  all, 
but  I cannot  say  to  my  own  knowledge ; at  any 
rate  a great  number  of  the  Easter  vestries  pub- 
lished resolutions  in  favour  of  the  measure  before 
this  Committee. 

9225.  Are  you  aware  that  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  now  sitting  in 
Belfast  passed  a resolution  in  favour  of  the  ob- 
ject of  this  Committee  ? — I am  not  aware  of  that, 
but  I know  that  the  Belfast  Presbytery  did, 
which  is  a portion  of  the  General  Assembly. 

9226.  You  would  say  that  the  Belfast  Pres- 
bytery may  be  taken  as  representing  a very  large 
portion  of  the  working  body  of  Belfast? — 1 would 
say  that  they  represent  a very  large  portion  of 
the  working  classes,  and  the  Easter  vestries 
would  also  represent  a large  portion  of  the  feel- 
ing of  the  working  men  of  the  Episcopalian 
Church. 

9227.  Those  two  classes,  the  Presbyterian  and 
the  Episcopalian,  are  largely  in  the  majority  in 
Belfast? — Yes;  the  Methodist  Leaders’  Boards, 
which  are  also  largely  composed  of  working  men, 
also  passed  resolutions. 

9228.  Coming  here  to-day  without  any  feeling 
in  favour  of  total  abstinence,  without  ever  having 
been  upon  a temperance  platform  in  your  life, 
but  as  a simple  representative  of  working-class 
sentiment  in  Belfast,  you  inform  the  Committee 
that  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment 
the  la'ge  majority  of  the  people  of  Belfast  are  in 
favour  of  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sunday,  and  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  nights? 
— If  the  classes  above  the  working  classes  are 
added  to  the  working  classes,  I would  say  that  a 
large  majority  are  in  favour;  but  if  you  take 
the  working  classes  alone,  I would  simply  say  a 
majority. 

9229.  But  the  majority  you  would  leave 
behind  would  still  be  in  favour  of  the  total 
closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays,  and  of 
partial  closing  on  Saturdays  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9230.  You  were  asked  some  questions  with 
regard  to  the  hours  of  labour  of  people  engaged 
in  the  liquor  traffic ; you  did  not  interest  your- 
self at  all  on  behalf  of  the  people  engaged  in 
the  liquor  trade,  did  you  ?— We  have  not  done 
so  as  yet,  but  very  probably  the  question  will 
come  forward,  as  the  council  have  taken  action 
in  another  direction. 

9231.  But  are  you  likely  to  take  action  with- 
out being  asked  ?— Not  where  private  interests 
are  concerned  ; the  reason  we  took  action  before 
was,  as  I explained,  that  we  had  the  right  as 
ratepayers,  as  we  thoughl,  to  ask  the  corpora 
tion  to"  reduce  the  hours  of  their  employes,  and 
we  were  very  successful  in  doing  so. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

9232.  Those  engaged  in  the  liquor  traffic  are 
not  organised  in  any  way,  are  they  ? — I think 
not. 

9233.  Do  you  think  if  they  had  a grievance 
to  complain  of  in  this  respect,  they  would  not 
be  likely  to  organise  themselves  ? — I do  not  think 
it  is  likely  they  would  be  organised,  because  the 
principal  number  of  the  assistants  in  public- 
houses  are  very  young  men,  and  I do  not  think 
they  a<e  likely  to  be  organised  as  tradesmen 
are. 

9234.  What  was  the  result  of  your  inter- 
ference with  regard  to  the  gas-men? — The  result  of 
it  has  been  that  we  were  first  told  by  members 
of  the  corporation  that  it  was  impossible  to 
reduce. the  hours ; that  it  was  necessary  work; 
but  we  find  that  this  year  they  have  been 
enabled  (I  cannot  give  you  the  figures)  to  make 
a large  reduction  in  the  number  of  men  em- 
ployed in  the  gasworks  on  Sundays,  in  the  hope 
that  eventually  the  labour  will  be  at  a minimum. 

9235.  The  hours  of  labour  have  been  reduced? 
— They  have.  I refer  to  the  Sunday. 

9236.  As  the  result  of  your  association? — 
Yes,  as  the  result  of  our  association. 

9237.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  liquor  traffic,  seeing  that  your 
interference  had  resulted  beneficially  to  others, 
if  they  had  a grievance,  would  have  appealed  to 
you  in  like  manner  to  interfere  for  them  ? — I 
think  if  they  were  looking  to  their  own  interests 
they  should ; in  fact,  I saw  a letter  in  the  news- 
papers suggesting  that  they  should  do  so. 

9238.  Not  having  done  so,  is  it  not  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  they  do  not  feel  that  they  have 
any  grievance ? — I do  not  know  that;  I would 
have  my  own  opinion  about  that.  1 would 
think  that  being  boys,  as  they  are,  they  do  not 
know  the  benefit  of  co-operating  together  as  men 
of  mature  judgment  do. 

9239.  Do  not  you  think  this  grievance  with 
regard  to  the  public-house  assistants  exists  solely 
in  the  imagination  of  those  who  wish  to  make  an 
argument  out  of  it? — Knowing  that  there  are 
assistants  in  public-houses,  and  knowing  that  the 
public-houses  are  open  for  such  a length  of  time, 
I certainly  think  that  they  are  subject  to  a 
grievance  in  respect  to  their  long  hours. 

9240.  Then  with  regard  to  the  working  men, 
is  there  any  comparison  at  all  between  the  labour 
of  an  ordinary  tradesman  and  the  labour  of  a 
boy  behind  the  counter  ? — If  you  mean  that  the 
ordinary  tradesman  works  the  hardest,  I do  not 
know.  I think  in  a crowded  public-house,  where 
there  is  a large  amount  of  liquor  to  be  handed 
over  the  counter,  the  work  must  be  pretty  hard ; 
in  fact,  I have  seen  those  boys  kept  exceedingly 
busy. 

9241.  At  all  hours  of  the  day  ? — Not  at  all. 

9242.  Do  you  know,  as  a matter  of  fact,  that 
these  boys  get  a day  in  the  week  off,  and  hours  in 
the  day  off? — I do  not  know  their  arrangements ; 
I could  not  say  whether  they  do  or  not. 

9243.  Then  you  are  not  qualified  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  the  matter? — 1 am  not  qualified  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  the  question. 

9244.  If  you  knew  that  they  get  hours  in  the 
day  off,  and  that  they  got  days  in  their  turn  oft 
would  you  consider  that,  they  were  worse  off 
than  working  men  ? — I would  not. 

9245.  And 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

9245.  And  would  you  consider  it  right  to 
assume  that  they  work  as  much  as  100  hours 
a week  ? — No,  I should  not,  if  I knew  that  they 
got  hours  off  in  the  middle  of  the.  day. 

9246.  And  holidays  and  days  off? — Or  holi- 
days and  days  off. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

9247.  But  you  do  not  know  that? — I do  not 
know  that. 

Mr-  John  O'Connor. 

9248.  Would  it  be  right  if  that  were  the  case  to 
compare  their  case  with  the  case  of  an  ordinary 
working  man? — I cannot  see  any  difference  be- 
tween their  work  and  the  work  of  an  ordinary 
working  man ; it  is  not  so  much  the  work  as 
the  length  of  time  that  is  worked  that  does  the 
harm. 

9249.  Now  we  are  talking  about  the  length  of 
time  ; I say,  assuming  it  to  be  proved  that  those 
men  have  hours  in  the  day  off,  and  clays  in  the 
week  off,  would  there  be  any  comparison  between 
their  condition  and  that  of  ordinary  working 
men? — I confess  I can  hardly  understand  your 
question. 

9250.  Would  it  be  right  to  assume  that  they 
were  suffering  a great  hardship  in  comparison 
with  the  labour  performed  and  the  hours  of 
labour  gone  through  by  the  ordinary  working 
man  ? — No  ; if  they  get  hours  off  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  and  get  days  off  and  holidays,  so 
as  to  reduce  their  hours  to  the  proper  amount, 
I could  not  see  that  they  were  under  any  hard- 
ship. 

9251.  If  that  were  the  case,  and  taking  into 
account  the  lightness  of  the  work,  would  they 
be  in  a better  position  than  any  ordinary  work- 
ing man  ? — 1 should  not  say  much  about  the 
lightness  of  their  labour. 

9252.  They  have  not  to  lilt  heavy  weights?  — 
Neither  do  many  working  men  have  to  lift  heavy 
weights  ; a type  is  not  a very  heavy  weight,  but 
still  type-setting  is  very  hard  work. 

9253.  It  involves  mental  effort  ; is  there  much 
mental  effort  required  in  the  labours  of  a bar- 
man ? — I should  think  there  is  a certain  amount 
of  mental  effort  in  receiving  money  and  giving 
change,  and  serving  liquors  very  fast,  as  I have 
seen  them  do. 

9254.  Now  you  were  asked  some  questions 
with  regard  to  the  suppression  of  shebeening  by 
an  honourable  Member,  have  you  ever  been  a 
policeman  ? — N ever. 

9255.  Do  you  know  anything  about  police 
business  ? — I do  not. 

9256.  Are  you  likely  to  understand  that  any 
means  should  be  invented  that  would  enable 
policemen  to  suppress  shebeening,  and  illicit 
drinking  ? — I can  exercise,  my  ordinary  judgment 
and  bring  it  to  bear  upon  the  point.  I think  she- 
beening could  be  suppressed. 

9257.  Are  you  acquainted  with  police  duties  ? 
— I am  not. 

9258.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  police 
regulations  ?— I have  read  some  police  regula- 
tions, but  I do  not  know  much  about  them. 

9259.  Do  you  know  much  about  the  laws 
relating  to  the  punishment  of  breaches  of  the 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
licensing  laws? — I believe  there  are  heavy 
penalties  attached  to  such  offences. 

9260.  Do  you  know  anything  about  them? — 
No,  only  as  a general  reader  in  a general  way. 

9261.  What  qualification  have  you  for  repress- 
ing the  opinion  that  the  police  would  be  able  to 
cope  with  shebeening  ? — Because  in  a general 
way  they,  by  the  aid  of  the  law,  can  cope  with 
crime  of  any  kind  it  they  set  about  it  properly. 

9262.  Do  you  know  that  they  have  not  dealt 
with  shebeening  up  to  the  present?  — Not 
absolutely,  but  I believe  it  has  to  a considerable 
extent  been  suppressed. 

9263.  You  know  that  shebeening  exists  in 
Belfast  ? — I believe  it  does. 

9264.  You  are. the  chairman  of  the  Council  of 
Trades  ? — I am. 

9265.  And  you  are  not  supposed  to  give  any 
opinion  upon  social  matters  ? — I would  not  say 
that.  Knowing  that  there  is  a difference  of  opinion 
upon  this  question  amongst  working  men,  and 
working  men  not  affiliated  with  trades,  the  Coun- 
cil refrained  from  passing  any  resolution  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  that  woi’king  men  in  general 
are  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 

9266.  Did  yon  hear  the  evidence  of  the  pres 
dent  of  the  Dublin  trades? — I did  not  hear  it. 
I read  a portion  of  his  evidence,  as  it  was 
reported  in  the  newspapers,  but  whether  it  was 
correctly  reported  or  not,  I could  not  say. 

9267.  Do  you  know  that  he  said  the.  Council 
were  empowered  to  take  action  upon  matters 
which  related  to  the  social  condition  of  the 
working  man?— Yes,  I know  that  he  stated  so. 

9268.  Is  your  Council  organized  of  a like 
character  and  power  ? — I think  the  Trades  Coun- 
cils are  all  formed  much  upon  the  same  principle 
as  far  as  I know. 

9269.  And  yet,  though  you  are  empowered  to 
take  cognisance  of,  and  express  an  opinion-  upon, 
social  matters  affecting  the  social  status  of  the 
working  classes,  you  took  no  action  whatever  on 
this  all  important  question? — No  action  was 
taken,  for  the  reasons  I have  stated,  that  the 
Council  know  that  they  represent  about  5,000 
people,  and  they  know  that  the  working  classes 
in  Belfast  represent  a very  much  larger  number 
than  that,  and  they  know  also  that  the  con- 
stituents who  send  them  there  are  divided  on  this 
point ; therefore  they  refrained  from  passing  any 
resolution  without  first  sending  it  through  the 
trades  which  they  did  not  do,  and  did  not  con- 
sider themselves  warranted  in  doing. 

Chairman.~\  I think  it  but  right  to  sav 
the  witness  said  their  constitution  prevented 
their  dealing  with  political  matters. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. ] I have  not  referred 
to  political  matters. 

Witness. I count  this  as  a social  matter. 

9270.  And  you  say  that  your  society  is  like 
that  of  Dublin  ; are  they  all  constituted  much 
upon  the  same  principles  ? — I believe  they  are 
all  formed  much  upon  the  same  principles,  but  I 
have  not  the  rules  of  the  Dublin  Trades  Council. 

9271.  You  admitted  that  they  take  cognisance 
of  matters  affecting  the  social  condition  of  the 
tradesmen?— I at  once  admit  that  the  Belfast 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

Tracies  Council  would  consider  it  would  be  their 
duty  to  take  cognisance  of  social  questions  affect- 
ing the  condition  of  the  working  classes. 

9272.  Can  you  say  why  the  Council  took  no 
action  upon  the  matter,  and  had  no  meeting  of 
the  trades  to  express  their  opinion  upon  this  all- 
important  subject? — I think  they  considered  that 
difference  of  opinion  existed,  and  that  it  would 
be  unwise  to  pass  a resolution  without  putting  it 
before  all  the  trades,  and  that  was  not  done  ; and 
inasmuch  as  a great  number  of  the  working- 
classes,  properly  so  called,  were  outside  the  ranks 
of  the  Trades  Council,  but  still  interested  in  the 
question,  it  would  be  unfair  to  pass  any  resolu- 
tion purporting  to  give  the  opinion  of  the  working- 
classes  vpon  the  matter. 

9273.  I ask  you  the  question  why  you  did  not 
convene  a meeting  of  the  trades,  and  why  did 
they  not  express  an  opinion  upon  their  own 
account,  if  they  did  not  do  so  for  others? — The 
reason  I did  not  convene  a meeting  of  the  trades 
is  that  I was  never  asked  to  do  so.  The  general 
feeling  in  Belfast  upon  social  questions  of  this 
nature  exhibits  a marked  difference  of  opinion, 
and  there  is  a marked  difference  upon  this  ques- 
tion. I have  given  you  the  proportions  in  which 
I consider  that  difference  of  opinion  exists.  I 
consider  that  it  is  wiser  to  keep  questions  of  that 
kind  outside  the  trades  altogether,  and  to  confine 
our  attention  to  questions  of  our  organisation; 
that  is  the  reason  the  question  was  not  sent  to 
the  trades  by  the  Council. 

9274.  Do  you  know  that  the  Council  of  the 
Dublin  Trades  passed  a resolution  upon  the 
subject  ?■ — I do  not  know  it ; I have  heard  it. 

9275.  Do  you  know  that  the  Cork  Trades 
Council  passed  a resolution  in  meeting  assembled  ? 
— I have  heard  it. 

9276.  Do  you  know  that  the  Limerick  Trades 
passed  a resolution  upon  the  subject  ? — I do  not 
know  ; I do  not  know  anything  about  Limerick. 
I read  the  evidence  of  the  Dublin  president;  I 
heard  the  evidence  of  the  Cork  president,  but  I 
<lo  not  know  anything  about  Limerick. 

9277.  The  Committee  have  had  evidence  that 
such  meetings  have  been  held,  and  therefore  you 
may  take  it  for  granted.  Considering  that,  do 
not  you  think  it  a strange  thing  that  the  Belfast 
Trades  Council  took  no  action  in  the  matter? — 
I do  not  suppose  you  would  draw  any  inference 
that  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  facts ; but 
I think  I have  given  the  reason  that  influenced 
the  Belfast  Trades  Council  in  not  putting  the 
question  forward. 

9278.  Do  not  you  think  it  likely  that  there 
would  be  differences  of  opinion  in  the  trade  so- 
cieties of  other  towns  ! — Very  likely  there 
would  be. 

9279.  Do  you  think  because  there  is  a dif- 
ference of  opinion  upon  the  subject,  that 
that  is  a good  and  sufficient  reason  why  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  could  not  be  elicited  ? 
— I consider  from  the  formation  of  the  trades 
councils,  as  I said  before,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
minority  outside  should  be  considered,  and  that 
they  should  pass  no  resolution  stating  that  such 
and  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  working  men. 

9280.  The  opinion  of  the  majority  you  mean, 
not  of  the  minority ; the  majority  of  the  working 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
men  would  be  in  outside  trade  associations  ? — 

I mean  when  it  is  admitted  that  there  is  a social 
question  on  which  a difference  of  opinion  exists, 
that  the  delegates  holding  the  opinions  of  the 
majority  would  be  exercising  an  unfair  privilege 
to  pass  a resolution  without  giving  due  ex- 
pression to  the  opinions  of  the  minority,  which 
could  not  be  done  in  that  way. 

9281.  That  is  with  regard  to  the  Council? — 
Yes,  with  regard  to  the  Council. 

9282.  But  why  did  you  not  have  a meeting 
of  the  whole  body  of  the  trades  upon  the  subject? 
— 1 have  already  told  you  that  1 would  be  very 
slow  to  call  a meeting  of  the  trades  without  being- 
commissioned  to  do  so,  and  I have  never  been 
commissioned  to  do  so. 

9283.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Council  to 
initiate  such  movements? — They  are  generally 
forward  in  doing  so  if  their  attention  is  drawn 
to  it. 

9284.  Who  is  it  that  draws  their  attention  to 
it  ?•—  Their  constituents. 

9285.  Is  it  not  the  governing  body  which 
takes  the  initiative  in  such  proceedings  ? — Not 
with  us  ; it  is  not  compulsory  with  us. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

9286.  Do  you  come  here  to  speak  in  your 
individual  or  representative  capacity  ? — I came 
here  because  I was  summoned  by  this  Committee. 

9287.  You  have  not  been  authorised  by  your 
society  to  come  here  to  give  evidence  ? — I have 
not  been  authorised  ; the  only  reason  I come 
here  is  because  I am  summoned  here  by  the 
mandate  of  the  Committee. 

9288.  You  are  aware  that  gentlemen  holding 
corresponding  positions  from  Dublin  and  Cork 
have  been  authorised  to  come  here  on  the  part  of 
their  associations  ? — I am  only  aware  from  what 
I have  read  in  the  Dublin  gentleman's  case,  and 
what  I have  heard  in  the  Cork  gentleman’s  case. 

9289.  You  merely  represent  yourself  in  giving 
evidence  before  this  Committee? — I do  not 
pretend  to  represent  anybody  except  myself.  . 

9290.  You  say  you  did  not  think  it  judicious 
to  hold  or  convene  a meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
eliciting  opinions  upon  this  subject? — I did  not 
say  so ; I said  the  Council  did  not  consider  it 
judicious  to  pass  any  resolution  upon  the  subject. 

9291.  Are  you  aware  that  there  was  a resolu- 
tion passed  at  any  previous  meeting  of  your 
Council?— No,  not  upon  this  subject. 

9292.  Or  on  the  general  subject  of  drinking  ? 
—No. 

9293.  Nor  on  anything  appertaining  to  this 
inquiry  that  we  have  here  at  present  ? — There 
was  one  resolution  passed,  and  I am  very  glad 
you  reminded  me  of  it. 

9294.  What  was  the  resolution  ? — The  town 
inspector,  Mr.  Cameron,  of  Belfast,  gave 
evidence  here,  and  in  the  course  of  that  evidence, 
either  in  answer  to  a question  or  in  some  other 
way,  it  was  reported  in  the  newspapers  that  he 
made  the  statement  that  more  than  half  the 
working-men  of  Belfast  were  under  the  influence 
of  drink  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays ; that  was 
the  statement.  The  attention  of  the  Trades 
Council  was  first  drawn  to  that  by,  I think, 
a representative  of  the  Sawyers’  Society,  and 

again 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Don  aid — continued, 
acain  by  a resolution  from  the  Engineers’ 
Society.  The  night  it  was  brought  forward 
there  was  only  the  newspaper  brought  in 
evidence,  and  the  secretary  and  myself  were 
deputed  to  make  inquiries  with  regard  to 
the  truth  of  the  statements.  We  considered  the 
best  plan  of  finding  out  the  truth  of  them  was  to 
write  to  Town  Inspector-  Cameron  himself,  for- 
warding the  resolution  of  the  engineers  which 
condemned  the  statement,  and  asking  him  if  he 
made  use  of  the  statement.  We  received  a reply, 
of  which  I have  a copy  here,  which  I can  read.  The 
report  of  the  meeting  is  as  follows:  “ The  secretary 
reported  having  forwarded  to  Town  Inspector 
Cameron  a copy  of  a resolution  received  from 
the  Engineers'  Society,  complaining  of  an  alleged 
statement  made  by  that  gentleman  in  his  evidence 
before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  Sunday  Closing  (Ireland)  Bill,  to  the 
effect  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  working 
men  in  Belfast  were  every  Saturday  and  Sunday 
drunk,  or  under  the  influence  of  drink  ; and  read 
Mr.  Cameron’s  reply,  which  was  as  follows: 
‘ Sir,  i have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt,  on  22nd  instant,  of  your  letter  dated 
19th  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a resolution  from 
the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers,  Belfast, 
and  asking  me  for  an  explanation  of  my  evidence 
upon  a specified  point  before  a Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Sunday  Closing 
(Ireland)  now  sitting.  I am  not  aware  that  any 
authorised  version  of  my  evidence  has  yet  been 
published,  but  no  doubt,  in  due  course,  such  will 
appear,  and  to  it  I must  beg  to  refer  you  for  any 
explanation  of  my  evidence  you  may  desire. — I 
have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  A lien  Cameron,  Town  Inspector,  R.I.C.’ 
The  delegates  considered  the  reply  rather  un- 
satisfactory, inasmuch  as  he  neither  admitted  nor 
denied  that  he  had  given  such  evidence.  It  was 
moved,  seconded,  and  unanimously  passed,  ‘ That 
we,  the  members  of  the  Belfast  United  Trades 
Council,  emphatically  deny  the  truth  of  the 
statement  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  working 
men  of  Belfast  were  under  the  influence  of  drink 
on  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  by  whomsoever 
made.’  ” 

9295.  Your  Council  thought  it  necessary  to 
pass  a resolution  condemnatory  of  the  evidence 
of  Inspector  Cameron,  and  they  have  expressed 
their  displeasure  at  it.  Am  I to  infer  from  that 
that  they  would  be  indisposed  to  pass  a resolution 
condemnatory  of  the  motives  of  the  Bill  now 
before  the  Committee  to  close  the  public-houses 
earlier  on  Saturday  evening  and  totally  on 
Sunday  ?— Tou  vs  ill  notice  that  the  attention  of 
the  Council  was  particularly  drawn  to  the  state- 
ment by  one  of  the  societies ; a formal  reso- 
lution was  passed  in  a society  which  has  three 
representatives  (the  engineers  have)  upon  the 
Council;  that  was  forwarded  to  the  Council  to 
take  it  up  and  inquire  into  the  matter ; and  it 
was  because  of  that  that  the  Council  took  up  the 
question. 

9296.  If  they  were  equally  interested  on  the 
other  branch  of  the  question  they  would  have 
passed  resolutions  in  favour  of  a Bill  before  the 
House,  but  they  have  not  done  so? — That  may 
be  your  inference. 
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9297.  Is  it  the  fact  that  your  association  has 
not  passed  a single  resolution  in  favour  of  those 
Bills? — That  is  a fact. 

9298.  I may  also  infer  it  as  a fact  that  if  they 
equally  felt  upon  the  matter  as  they  did  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Cameron’s  evidence,  they  would 
have  moved  in  the  matter  9 — You  may  infer  that, 
but  I do  not  agree  with  your  inference. 

9299.  You  gave  evidence  as  to  a meeting  in 
St.  George’s  Hall  upon  the  26th  of  March  ; who 
initiated  that  meeting  ? — That  was  the  working 
men’s  meeting. 

9300.  Who  initiated  that  meeting  ? — I am  not 
aware. 

9301.  You  do  not  know  who  the  moving  parties 
were  in  getting  up  the  meeting  ?— I only  know 
that  I saw  the  advertisement  in  the  newspapers 
(l  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  upon  the  walls  or 
not)  calling  a meeting  of  working  men  to  protest 
against  the  opinions  which  had  been  expressed 
at  the  previous  meeting. 

9302.  Did  you  attend  it  yourself? — Yes,  I 
did  attend  it. 

9303.  Who  was  in  the  chair  ? — Mr.  Fullerton. 
I am  not  personally  acquainted  with  him. 

9304.  Do  you  know  who  paid  the  expenses  of 
the  meeting  at  St.  George’s  Hall  ? — I do  not. 

9305.  You  were  neither  a promoter  nor  a 
speaker  ? — No,  I was  there  in  no  capacity. 

9306.  Who  promoted  the  Ulster  Hall  meet- 
ing?— There  were  two  meetings  in  the  Ulster 
Hall. 

9307.  I mean  the  one  where  Mr.  Thomas 
Sinclair  was  in  the  chair  ? — I do  not  know  who 
promoted  it. 

9308.  Did  you  attend  both  of  those  meetings  ? 
— I did  attend  both  of  those  meetings. 

9309.  Were  both  of  those  meetings  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  the  temperance  movement? 
— The  object,  as  expressed  in  the  advertisement, 
and  as  expressed  in  the  speeches  delivered  at  the 
meeting,  was  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  Bill  that  the  Committee  are  now 
sitting  on. 

9310.  How  were  the  public  admitted;  was  it 
byr  ticket  or  by  payment  at  the  door,  and  what 
was  the  entrance  fee  ? — It  was  by  ticket  at  the 
St.  George’s  Hall  meeting. 

9311.  And  by  ticket  at  the  Ulster  Hall  meet- 
ing?— No,  it  was  a public  meeting  without  any 
payment. 

9312.  Where  were  those  tickets  distributed ; 
were  they  not  distributed  at  the  school-rooms? — 
I could  not  say ; I got  mine  handed  to  me  by  a 
workman. 

9313.  Are  you  aware  that  they  were  distri- 
buted at  the  church  doors? — I am  not  aware  of 
the  fact. 

9314.  Then,  consequently,  these  tickets  would 
be  handed  only  to  one  class  of  the  public  ? — I am 
not  aware  of  any  fact  in  connection  with  the 
tickets  or  the  promotion  of  the  meeting. 

9315.  At  those  meetings  were  there  any 
women  and  children  as  well  as  men? — At  the 
St.  George’s  Hall  meeting,  that  is  the  meeting 
called  by  the  workmen,  1 do  not  recollect  seeing 
any  ladies  present ; they  seemed  to  ine  to  be  a 
large  body  of  working  men,  matured  workingmen, 
that  is  as  far  as  I saw.  The  meeting  was  com- 
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Mr.  Peter  M* Donald- — continued, 
menced  when  I went  in,  and  I did  not  go  very 
far  forward. 

9316.  What  is  the  Press  organ  of  the  working 
men  in  Belfast;  have  they  any  special  organ? — 
They  have  no  organ  specially. 

9317.  What  newspaper  is  most  generally  read 
by  the  working  men? — If  they  do  not  take  it  as 
an  advertisement,  I would  say  the  “ Evening 
Telegraph ; ” that  is  a good  advertisement  for 
them. 

9318.  Have  you  read  this  long  article  in  the 
“ Evening  Telegraph  ” of  30th  May,  headed 
“ Drunkards  and  the  Drink  Question?” — Really 
I do  not  know ; I may  have  read  it,  or  I may 
not. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9319.  It  left  no  impression  upon  you? — No,  it 
■did  not. 

Mr.,  Peter  M‘  Donald. 

9320.  It  is  a paper  which  is  very  generally 
read  by  the  working  classes  ? — It  is. 

9321.  In  this  article  there  is  a strong  expres- 
sion of  opinion  against  any  restrictive  legislation 
upon  this  subject  ; you  did  not  read  the  article  ? 
— I may  have  read  the  article,  or  I may  not. 

Chairman. 

9822.  Are  you  able  to  give  the  Committee 
any  information  about  this  article  or  not  ? — I am 
not. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9323.  But  you  do  admit  that  it  is  a paper  very 
generally  read  by  the  working  classes? — Cer- 
tainly 1 do. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

9324.  You  were  asked  something  about  the 
hours  of  labour ; the  hours  of  labour  that  you 
spoke  of  principally  were  the  hours  of  labour  of 
the  artisans? — Yes;  we  do  not  look  upon  the 
gas-works  employes  as  artisans. 

9325.  What  do  you  look  upon  them  as  ? — As 
labourers. 

9326.  Their  work  is  very  laborious? — Yes, 
their  work  is  very  laborious. 

9327.  And,  probably,  more  laborious  than 
yours  ? — Much  more  so. 

9328.  Do  you  know  what  the  length  of  hours 
■of  shop  assistants  and  people  of  that  kind  is? — In 
general  they  work  long  hours. 

9329.  What  would  you  call  long  hours  ? — I 
would  call  long  hours  anything  beyond  54.  I 
think  that  is  quite  long  enough. 

9330.  Even  for  shop  assistants  ? — For  any- 
one. 

9331.  You  would  make  some  difference  whe- 
ther the  work  was  continuous  or  intermittent, 
would  you  not  ? — Certainly  I would  ; but,  I 
would  not  say  that  any  man  or  woman  employed 
in  labour  should  work  more  than  54  hours ; that 
is  my  opinion. 

9332.  You  spoke  of  the  feeling  of  the  large 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast ; did  you 
take  any  means  to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  any- 
one outside  the  artisan  class  which  you  repre- 
sent ? — I take  it  that  the  meetings  held,  and  the 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
opinions  I heard  expressed  on  all  sides,  would 
lead  me  to  form  an  opinion  upon  that  matter. 

9333.  Are  you  in  a position  to  form  an  opinion 
as  to  the  feeling  of  people  whom  you  would  call 
the  professional  classes  and  employers?— No,  I 
am  not  in  a position  personally  to  know  their 
views,  but  I know  them  through  the  meetings. 

9334.  Then  when  you  say  that  the  large 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  take  a 
view  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  you  only 
speak  of  having  ascertained  that  opinion  by  the 
result  of  meetings  ? — Certainly,  by  public  opinion 
expressed  through  meetings. 

9335.  Did  not  you  say  that  one  of  the  meet- 
ings was  exclusively  composed  of  working  men  ? 
— It  was  exclusively  composed  of  working  men. 

9336.  That  meeting  would  not  help  you  to  the 
opinions  of  other  classes  ? — It  would  not. 

9337.  What  was  the  composition  of  the  general 
meetings? — Justices  of  the  peace,  clergymen, 
and  working  men,  all  assembled  together.' 

9338.  Was  that  a large  meeting  or  a small 
meeting? — That  was  a large  meeting ; there  were 
two  meetings  in  the  Ulster  Hall. 

9339.  It  was  because  you  found  those  classes 
mixed  together  that  you  assumed  that  a larger 
number  of  the  upper  classes  would  be  in  favour 
of  Sunday  closing  than  of  the  lower  classes  ? — 
Certainly,  and  from  the  resolutions  emanating 
from  the  Church  of  Ireland  vestries. 

9340.  The  members  of  those  classes  would  not 
be  dependent  very  much  upon  public-houses? — 
That  is  so. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9341.  Then  you  said  that  the  resolutions  of 
the  Presbytery  were  representative  of  the  work- 
ing classes,,  did  you  not  ? — Not  of  the  Presbytery, 
but  the  resolutions  of  the  Methodist  Boards  ; and 
I would  also  say  that  the  resolutions  of  the  Pres- 
bytery would  represent  the  opinion  of  a large 
section  of  the  working  classes. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

9342.  You  have  been  a considerable  time 
resident  in  Belfast,  have  you  not  ? — 1 have,  for 
30  years. 

9343.  You  will  probably  recollect  that  the 
reduction  to  54  hours  was  made  upon  a motion  of 
mine  when  the  Right  Honourable  John  Thomas 
Ball  was  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  ? — It  has 
gone  out  of  my  recollection  if  that  were  so 

9344.  Do  you  recollect  whether  it  was  stated 
at  the  meeting  at  St.  George’s  Hall  that  the 
meeting  was  not  got  up  by  any  temperance 
organisation? — I remember  that  it  was  so  stated 
by  one  of  the  parties,  a Mr.  McCreedy,  who  was 
connected  with  it,  as  one  of  the  promoters.  He 
stated  that  it  was  got  up  simply  and  solely  by 
working  men,  and  organised  by  working  men,  and 
that  no  temperance  association  had  had  anything 
to  do  with  it. 

9345.  You  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statement  ? — I have  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  the  statement. 

9546.  You  have  been  asked  some  questions  as 
to  the  constitution  of  the  Trades’  Council ; refer- 
ence has  been  made  to  the  actions  of  the  Trades’ 
Councils  in  Dublin  and  Cork.  It  has  been  the 
habit 
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Mr.  William  Johnston — continued 
habit  of  the  trades  in  Belfast,  has  it  not,  to  mind 
their  own  business,  and  not  to  concern  themselves 
with  things  outside? — It  generally  has,  I think. 

9347.  Therefore,  they  do  not  take  any  share 
in  political  business  in  their  consultations? — 
Political  business  is,  as  far  as  possible,  eliminated 
from  their  business ; and  as  to  social  questions, 
the  Trades’  Council  only  felt  themselves  justified, 
as  being  ratepayers,  in  asking  the  Corporation  to 
reduce  the  hours  of  the  employes ; if  they  were 
requested  by  outsiders  to  do  so,  they  would  see 
reason  to  interfere. 

9348.  If  we  were  anxious  to  ascertain  the 
opinions  of  the  working  men,  you  could  easily 
convene  meetings  to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  the 
working  men,  could  you  not? — No  doubt  I 
could. 

Mr.  Lea. 

9349.  The  honourable  Member  for  Sligo 
asked  you  if  the  Trades’  Council  had  passed  any 
resolution  in  favour  of  these  Bills,  and  you  re- 
plied, No;  they  have  never  passed  any  resolutions 
in  any  way  against  the  two  Bills  referred  to  this 
Committee,  have  they  ? — No,  but  they  have 
passed  resolutions  against  Inspector  Cameron’s 
view  of  a particular  question. 

Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell. 

9350.  We  had  the  President  of  the  Trades’ 
Council  from  Dublin  here,  who  described  the 
proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  Trades’  Council 
at  which  action  was  taken  against  these  Bills  in 
Dublin  ; it  was  taken  at  the  close  of  the  ordinary 
business  without  any  notice  being  given  that  it 
was  to  be  brought  on  ; would  such  a thing  be 
possible  in  the  Belfast  Trades’  Council,  that  is  to 
say,  would  you  put  a resolution  brought  on  at 
the  end  of  the  ordinary  business  without  any 
notice  to  absentees  that  it  was  going  to  be 
brought  on  ; would  you,  as  President,  allow  that 
to  be  put  ? — I would  not.  I would  ask  the 
member  who  proposed  the  resolution  to  give  due 
notice  of  it. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9351.  Was  there  notice  given  in  the  case  of 
Inspector  Cameron? — There  was  due  notice, 
because  from  the  time  that  elapsed  when  we  re- 
ceived the  information  fi*om  the  Engineers’ 
Society  there  were  at  least  two  meetings  inter- 
vened. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9352.  Now  supposing  that  on  Saturday  night 
last,  in  Belfast,  at  the  close  of  your  ordinary 
business,  when  you  had  12  members  in  favour  of 
total  Sunday  closing  present,  two  in  favour  of  partial 
closing,  and  one  in  favour  of  things  being  left  as 
they  are,  nothing  would  have  been  easier,  if  you 
had  acted  in  the  same  way  as  the  Dublin  Trades’ 
Council  acted,  than  to  have  passed  a resolution 
authorising  you  to  come  here  ; but  you  would 
not  have  done  it  without  notice  ? — Any  person 
could  easily  have  carried  a motion  in  favour  of 
these  Bills  that  I speak  of,  but  I would  not  have 
put  such  a resolution  from  the  chair. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

9353.  It  is  not  usual  to  do  so  ? — It  is  not  usual 
to  do  so. 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

9354.  But  do  you  expect  that  your  rules  are 
going  to  control  every  other  society  ? — Certainly 
not. 

9355.  If  what  is  unusual  for  your  society  is 
usual  in  another  society,  what  diuerence  does  it 
make  to  you  ? — Other  societies  may  do  as  they 
please. 

Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell. 

9356.  Are  you  aware  that  even  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  which  is  generally  supposed  to  be 
the  model  in  the  matter  of  procedure,  if  the 
honourable  Member  for  South  Tipperary 
attempted  to  do  what  the  President  of  the  Dublin 
Council  attempted  to  do,  the  Speaker  would  stop 
him? — I have  no  doubt  lie  would. 

9357.  You  have  been  asked  what  you  have 
founded  your  opinion  upon  regarding  the  general 
sentiments  of  the  people  at  Belfast.  The  honour- 
able  Member  for  Preston  asked  you  whether  you 
made  up  your  mind  upon  the  matter  upon  the 
basis  of  the  public  meetings  that  were  held  ; did 
this  influence  you  at  all  that,  with  this  agitation 
before  the  public,  nobody  convened  a meeting 
against  it? — It  certainly  did. 

9358.  Did  not  the  absence  of  meetings  upon 
the  other  - side  of  the  question  influence  your 
judgment  ?— Of  course  it  did. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9359.  You  were  asked  a question  about  your 
not  putting  the  resolution  to  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  at  the  time ; would  not  your  society  have 
brought  you  to  order  if  you  did  anything  of  the 
kind;  would  it  not  have  been  unusual? — It 
would  have  been  an  irregular  proceeding. 

9360.  Dare  you  do  it  ? — Oh,  if  you  put  it  that 
way,  I dare  do  anything  almost. 

9361.  And  yet  you  did  not  do  it ; you  did 
not  put  the  resolution  to  the  Council  at  the 
time  ? — When  ? 

9362.  When  you  had  12  mernbei's  present 
of  your  views’— There  was  no  resolution  put 
before  me. 

9363.  But  the  honourable  Member  for  Tyrone 
says  you  could  have  put  the  resolution  ? — If 
anybody  had  handed  it  to  me,  and  it  had  been 
moved  and  seconded,  if  I had  been  so  injudicious 
as  to  put  it  to  the  meeting,  it  would  have  been 
carried ; but  I would  have  considered  myself 
doing  a most  irregular  and  injudicious  thing  if 
I had  done  so. 

9364.  Do  not  you  think  the  society  would 
have  questioned  both  your  authority  and  your 
right  to  speak  upon  the  subject  ? — I have  no 
doubt  that  if  I had  gone  so  far  out  of  order  as 
to  put  a resolution  like  that,  my  attention  would 
have  been  called  to  it  afterwards. 

9365.  And  a great  number  of  the  tradesmen 
would  have  stated  that  you  had  no  right  to  do  so, 
and  that  you  did  not  reflect  their  opinions? — 
No  doubt. 

9366.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
neither  at  Dublin  nor  at  Cork  did  the  tradesmen 
pursue  any  such  course  towards  their  con- 
stituents ? — I would  not  be  surprised  at  anything 
after  some  of  the  evidence  I have  read. 

9367.  Do  you  mean  to  cast  a slight  upon  the 
working  men  of  the  other  cities  of  Ireland? — I 
do  not. 

3 A 3 9368.  Yet 
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Mr.  John  O’  Connor — continued. 

9368.  Yet  you  mean  to  say  that  you  would  not 
be  surprised  at  anything  after  the  evidence  you 
have  heard  to-day  ? — I said  “ read.”  I do  not 
confine  myself  in  that  remark  to  the  evidence  of 
representatives  of  other  cities : it  had  relation  to 
the  general  evidence  which  I have  read  in  con- 
nection with  the  sitting  of  this  Committee. 

9369.  If  you  were  sure  of  your  ground  on 
Saturday  night  that  you  would  not  be  questioned 
by  your  constituents,  would  you  have  put  such 
a resolution  ? — No. 

9370.  You  did  not  do  it,  because  it  would 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
have  been  an  unusual  thing  for  you  to  do? — 
I did  not  do  it,  because  there  was  no  resolution  in 
the  case.  I was  not  asked  to  put  any  resolution, 
and  I certainly  had  no  intention  of  proposing 
one  myself. 


Chairman. 

9371.  You  say,  firstly,  that  you  were  not  asked 
to  do  it;  and,  secondly,  that  if  they  had  asked  you 
to  do  it  you  would  have  considered  it  irregular,  and 
you  would  have  declined  ? — Certainly. 
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Monday,  1 8th  June  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 


Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Biggar. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

Mr.  Peter  M ‘Donald. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor. 
Mr.  Rowntree. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Mr.  Tuite. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Ciiair. 


TJie  Very  Reverend  Patrick  Convery,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘Dovald. 

9372.  You  are,  I believe.  Administrator  of 
St.  Peter’s,  in  Belfast? — Yes. 

9373.  And  you  are  also  spiritual  director  of 
the  total  abstinence  societies  there  ? — Yes. 

9374.  You  reside  in  the  Presbytery  at  Belfast, 
do  you  not? — Yes,  I reside  in  the  Presbytery  at 
Belfast,  along  with  five  other  clergymen ; we  are 
six  in  all. 

9375.  How  long  have  you  known  Belfast  ? — 
I have  been  engaged  in  Belfast  on  active  mis- 
sionary duty  as  curate,  and  as  administrator  for  a 
very  important  district  for  the  past  14  years. 

9373.  Then  you  should  know  the  people  of 
Belfast  very  well ; their  habits  and  their  require- 
ments?— 1 claim  that  I have  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  them;  their  habits,  their  wants,  and  their 
requirements. 

9377.  You  must  in  consequence  of  the  per- 
formance of  your  duty  be  very  much  amongst  the 
working  classes  in  Belfast  ? — I have  for  the  past 
fourteen  years  been  engaged  in  such  duties,  and 
I have,  I think,  a very  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  working  classes,  not  merely  in  the  two 
districts  with  which  I have  been  connected  as 
curate  and  administrator,  but  also  with  the  work- 
ing classes  of  the  entire  town. 

9378.  Have  you  considered  the  question  about 
which  the  Committee  are  now  inquiring,  that  is 
to  say,  the  Sunday  closing  question,  and  the 
Saturday  early  closing  question  ? — I have  given 
it  my  serious  and  careful  consideration  for  a very 
considerable  time  past. 

9379.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  effect 
of  total  closing  on  Sundays  ? — I think  that  it 
w°uld  give  rise  to  the  illicit  sale  of  drink  at  pro- 
hibited hours  in  a certain  class  of  public-houses. 
I think  furthermore  that  it  would  give  a great 
stimulus  to  shebeening  which  exists  to  a very 
considerable  extent  in  Belfast,  even  under  the 
laws  as  they  stand  at  the  present  time. 

9380.  Then  you  think  that  the  worst  effect  that 
could  arise  from  it  would  be  injury  to  the  morals 
of  the  people  ? — Yes,  injury  to  the  morals  of  the 
people,  and  the  demoralisation  of  society  in 
general. 

9381.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  effect 
upon  the  other  members  of  the  family  besides 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘  Donald — continued, 
the  head  of  the  house  ? — I think  that  it  would  be 
the  means  of  demoralising  the  other  members  of 
the  family,  because  I believe,  .and  I speak  from 
experience,  that  home  drinking  tends  to  produce 
this  effect. 

Chairman. 

9382.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  total  Sunday 
closing  of  public-houses  would  lead  to  an  increase 
of  home  drinking? — I believe  that  it  would. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9383.  The  other  clergymen,  I presume,  are  of 
like  opinion  with  yourself? — With  regard  to  the 
other  clergymen  in  Belfast,  with  whom  1 have 
been  speaking  upon  the  subject;  and  I made  it 
my  business  to  make  inquiries  of  those  clergy- 
men in  the  district  regarding  this  vital  subject,  as 
I believed  that  I would  be  summoned  to  give 
evidence  upon  this  question  ; they  are  of  the  same 
opinion  as  myself. 

9384.  May  I infer  that  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Down  and  Connor  is  of  the  same  opinion  on  that 
subject  as  you  and  the  other  members  of  the 
priesthood  in  Belfast  ? — Yes ; I have  had  it  from 
his  own  lips. 

9385.  I believe  that  he  wrote  a letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Temperance  Association  giving 
expression  to  those  views  ? — Yes. 

9386.  Who  is  the  {present  Bishop  of  Down  and 
Connor? — The  Most  Reverend  Dr.  McAlister. 

9387.  Was  the  late  bishop,  Dr.  Dorrien,  of  the 
same  opinion  as  the  present  bishop? — He  was. 
J heard  him  make  the  same  statement  with  his 
own  lips,  in  my  own  presence,  and  in  the  presence 
of  several  other  clergymen. 

9388.  Then  may  1 infer  that  the  requirements 
of  Belfast  are  such  that  the  bishop  and  the  priests 
of  the  diocese  of  Down  and  Connor  must  of  neces- 
sity come  to  the  conclusion  that  any  alteration  in 
the  existing  law  as  regards  the  publicans’  trade 
would  be  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the  people  ? 
—Yes. 

Chairman. 

9389.  The  question  is  put  in  rather  a wider 
form,  from  your  evidence;  you  said  that  for 
the  reason  you  mentioned,  the  present  bishop 
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Chairman — continued. 

and  his  predecessor  were  against  the  total  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sunday,  but  the  question  that 
you  are  asked  now  goes  beyond  that.  I will  ask 
whether  you  are  opposed  to  any  alteration  of  the 
existing  hours? — I am  opposed. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9390.  And  also,  I suppose,  you  are  opposed  to 
it  because  in  addition  to  the  injurious  moral  effect 
that  it  would  have  upon  the  people,  it  would 
materially  increase  the  labours  of  the  priesthood 
in  Belfast? — It  would  very  materially  increase 
their  labours  in  Belfast. 

9391.  In  what  respect  may  I ask? — People 
when  they  get  drunk  or  semi-intoxicated  fre- 
quently get  into  quarrels  and  disputes  in  the 
streets,  and  in  their  homes,  and  I repeatedly 
myself  and  the  other  clergymen  who  are  asso- 
ciated with  me  in  St.  Peter’s  Presbytery,  have 
been  called  out  on  Sunday  mornings  often  at  a 
very  early  hour  to  settle  those  disputes  and 
quarrels  amongst  the  people. 

9392.  Do  those  disputes  and  quarrels  more 
frequently  occur  from  home  drinking  or  from 
public-house  drinking? — From  the  home  drinking 
most  frequently. 

9393.  Are  you  more  generally  called  upon  to 
interfere  in  quarrels  in  the  streets  in  the  case  of 
home  drinking  than  you  are  in  the  case  of  drink- 
ing arising  at  public-houses  ? — Most  assuredly. 

93.94.  Do  you  think  it  is  likely  that  if  the 
houses  were  closed  earlier  on  Saturday  evening 
and  totally  closed  on  Sundays,  people  would 
bring  home  drink  to  their  houses? — They  are  to 
a very  great  extent  in  the  habit  of  bringing  drink 
to  their  homes,  under  the  laws  that  exist  at  the 
present  time  ; and  when  the  houses  will  be  closed 
earlier  thau  at  the  stated  hours  as  at  present  on 
Saturday  evening  and  on  Sunday,  I most  em- 
phatically 6tate  1 believe  that  people  would  bring 
drink  to  their  homes  to  a very  great  extent,  and 
that  that  would  still  further  demoralise  the  state 
of  society,  demoralised  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 

9395.  What  class  of  drink  do  you  think  they 
would  be  most  likely  to  bring  home,  is  it  spirits 
or  beer  ? — They  do  not  drink  beer  in  Belfast  to 
such  an  extent  as  they  drink  porter. 

9396.  I include  porter  in  the  general  term 
beer,  whether  it  be  ale  or  porter  ; but  what  I 
want  your  opinion  upon  is  whether  it  is  likely 
that  they  would  bring  home  whiskey,  or  bring 
home  porter  ? — I think  they  would  bring  home 
porter  in  a greater  measure  than  whiskey. 

9397.  "Would  not  they  be  also  likely  to  bring 
home  whiskey  as  being  more  portable  and  more 
likely  to  keep  ? — I suppose  that  would  be  regu- 
lated in  a great  measure  by  the  tastes  of  the 


9398.  I suppose  that  the  taste  of  the  people  is 
in  favour  of  porter  ? — Of  late  years  the  sale  of 
porter  or  of  ale  has  increased  in  Belfast ; hence 
I jCome  to  the  conclusion  that  the  taste  of  the 
people  is  more  given  to  the  drinking  of  ale  and 
porter  in  preference  to  whiskey. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9399.  That  is  where  they  can  get  it  con- 
veniently?— Yes,  where  they  can  get  it  con- 
veniently. 


Mr.  Peter  McDonald — continued. 

9400.  Where  they  cannot  get  it  conveniently, 
they  will  take  more  porter,  I presume? — They 
will  take  more  porter. 

9401.  May  1 infer  from  that  that  the  people 
of  Ireland  are  getting  into  a somewhat  similar 
habit  as  the  people  of  England,  where  they  re- 
gard drink,  such  as  ale  and  porter,  as  a portion 
of  their  food? — They  regard  it  as  a portion  of 
their  food ; and  here  1 may  observe  that  I have 
had  considerable  experience  of  those  men  who 
work  along  the  docks.  I was  seven  years  and  a- 
half  attached  to  the  church  as  curate  and  ad- 
ministrator on  the  Prince’s  Dock,  and  I claim 
that  I am  intimately  acquainted  with  the  tastes 
of  the  working  men.  I state  most  emphatically 
that  the  working  men  are  in  the  habit  of  not 
coming  home  to  their  dinners,  or  of  having  their 
dinners  supplied  to  them  by  their  wives  or  their 
children.  They  are  in  the  habit  of  going  into 
grocers’  shops  and  buying  some  bread  and  cheese, 
and  going  into  a public-house  and  getting  a pint 
or  a quart  of  porter,  that  they  take  it  by  way  of 
refreshment  and  by  way  of  a food,  and  I utterly 
disagree  with  the  statement  made  by  a gentle- 
man who  gave  evidence  last  Thursday,  that  in 
Ireland  porter  and  ales  are  looked  upon  as  drink 
and  not  as  refreshment;  they  are  looked  upon  as 
both. 

Mr.  Jacobi /. 

9402.  They  are  taken  at  meal  times,  I suppose? 
— Yes,  they  are  taken  at  meal  times,  not  merely 
by  the  working-classes,  the  dock  labourers,  but 
also  by  the  working  men  in  their  own  homes, 
when  they  come  to  their  dinners  at  one  and  half- 
past one  o’clock. 

Mr.  Peter  Me  Donald. 

9403.  When  you  speak  of  dock  labourers,  does 
that  apply  also  to  artizans  and  day  labourers  ? — 
Yes,  it  applies  to  artizans. 

9404.  And  to  unskilled  labourers  also? — Yes; 
I state  that  I have  a most  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  matter,  much  more  than  the  gentleman  who 
was  giving  evidence  here  on  Thursday  last,  be- 
cause generally  at  all  times  between  the  hours  of 
nine  and  three  o’clock  I am  in  the  homes  in  a 
great  measure  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  people, 
22,000  in  number,  who  are  associated  with  the 
church  of  which  I am  administrator  ; principally 
as  manager  of  a very  large  number  of  schools  in 
which  we  had  an  average  attendance  of  2,800 
children  in  the  quarter  ending  31st  March- 

9405.  Then  you  should  know  the  people  tho- 
roughly and  intimately? — I think  1 do  know 
them  thoroughly  and  intimately 

9406.  It  lias  been  stated  that  drunkenness 
exists  to  a very  great  extent  in  Belfast ; is  that 
your  opinion? — No,  it  is  not. 

9407.  Would  you  consider  that  six  arrests  on 
Sundays  during  the  last  nine  years  out  of  a popu- 
lation of  240,000  would  be  an  indication  of  the 
drunkenness  of  the  city,  seeing  that  there  have 
been  only  six  on  the  average  every  Sunday  out 
of  the  entire  population  of  Belfast  ? — It  is  not  ar 
indication  of  drunkenness ; certainly  not. 

9408.  On  the  contrary  you  would  consider  that 
it  was  an  indication  of  sober  habits  on  the  part  of 
the  people? — Yes. 

9409.  Then,  considering  the  habits  of  the 

people. 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued, 
people,  and  considering  the  comparative  fewness 
of  arrests,  do  you  think  that  there  is  any  general 
demand  for  an  alteration  of  the  existing  law  ? — I 
do  not  think  that  there  is  any  demand  for  an 
alteration  in  the  existing  law. 

9410.  Or  any  necessity  for  such  alteration  ? — 
No  necessity  whatever  in  my  opinion. 

9411.  In  your  division  of  St.  Peter’s  are  there 
many  licensed  houses  ? — There  are,  I believe, 
fifty  licensed  public-houses  in  the  district  with 
which  I am  connected. 

Mr.  Jacoby . 

9412.  What  is  the  population  of  the  district? 
— The  population  is  close  on  23,000:  it  is 
22,329. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 

9413.  You  are,  I believe,  pretty  watchful  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  those  houses  are  con- 
ducted ? — Most  watchful. 

9414.  And  you  have  set  your  face  against  any 
illicit  sale  of  drink  during  the  prohibited  hours  ? 

' — I have  set  my  face  completely  against  it.  I 
have  alluded  to  the  subject  with  regard  to  the 
sale  of  drink  in  public-houses  at  prohibited  hours, 
and  with  regard  to  shebeening  that  is  a subject 
which  I have  alluded  to  in  the  strongest  terms 
on  several  occasions  from  the  pulpit  of  the  church 
of  which  I am  the  administrator.  I have  taken 
the  utmost  precautions  to  stamp  it  out  as  far  as 
I was  concerned  as  a citizen.  I have  spoken  to 
the  district  inspector  of  police  in  the  district; 
I have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  state  to  him  that  if 
a remedy  was  not  forthcoming  I would  write  to 
the  inspector  general  of  police  in  Dublin  Castle. 
I have  spoken  to  the  head  constables  in  the 
various  barracks  located  in  my  district,  and  I 
have  in  my  capacity  as  a clergyman  on  > unday 
mornings,  when  I was  free  by  saying  an  early 
mass,  visited  various  streets  and  parts  of  my  dis- 
trict, which  is  composed  principally  of  the  work- 
ing class.  I have  stood  at  the  street  corners, 
and  I have  on  several  occasions  seen,  to  my  cha- 
grin, a number  of  men  and  women  turning  out 
of  public-houses  almost  entirely  drunk  and  half 
drunk  between  the  hours  of  eight  o’clock  and 
ten  o’clock  on  Sunday  mornings.  This  I have 
witnessed,  not  on  one  Sunday  morning,  but 
on  several  Sunday  mornings,  during  the  time 
that  I have  been  the  Administrator  of  St. 
Peter’s  Pro-Catheclral  Church.  I have  seen, 
on  one  morning  in  particular,  18  individuals 
turn  out  of  a public-house  at  a quarter  to  ten 
o’clock.  I rapped  at  the  door  of  this  public- 
house,  and  could  not  get  in  ; I went  to  the  back 
door,  and  strove  to  get  in  ; the  blinds  were  drawn, 
the  doors  were  locked;  there  was  no  noise  in  the 
house,  and  they  thought  that  I had  taken  my  de- 
parture ; but  I was  standing  at  the  corner,  and 
immediately  the  door  opened  I confronted  them. 
I knew  some  of  the  individuals ; others  of  them 
I did  not  know,  inasmuch  as  they  came  from 
other  parts  of  the  town.  There  were  eight  women 
and  13  men,  and  they  were  all  heavily  under  the 
influence  of  drink.  This  is  only  an  example. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

9415.  Is  that  a licensed  house? — Yes,  a duly 
licensed  house.  This  is  only  a solitary  example 
of  a number  of  other  cases  that  I could  state,  and 
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Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell — continued. 

I am  prepared,  should  the  Committee  sanction  it, 
to  give  the  names  of  those  individuals,  I called 
immediately  at  the  police  barracks  near  which 
those  streets  are  located  ; I should  say  that  those 
streets  number  about  7,000  inhabitants  or  souls, 
and,  as  I say,  I called  at  the  barracks.  There 
are  52  policemen  in  that  barrack.  It  is  a barrack 
that  is  used  as  the  head  quarters  of  the  district 
inspector  of  police.  I asked  for  the  head  con- 
stable, and  1 was  told  that  he  was  on  leave  of 
absence.  I asked  for  the  man  in  charge,  and  I 
saw  him,  and  I depicted  to  him  the  painful  cir- 
cumstances of  those  individuals  coming  out  of  this 
public-house.  I told  him,  besides,  that  I had 
gone  around  in  the  streets  abutting  on  and  adjoin- 
ing those  particular  streets,  for  the  past  hour  and 
a half,  and  that  I could  not  see  one  solitary 
policeman  on  duty  in  all  this  area.  1 asked  him, 
“ Where  are  the  police  ? Are  they  not  out  on 
duty  ? — Yes.  When  may  I expect  that  they  will 
be  out  on  duty? — Ten  o’clock.  What  is  to  be- 
come of  the  people  of  this  district  between  the 
hours  of  five  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  and 
ten  o’clock,”  for  the  people,  I told  him,  were 
thoroughly  demoralised ; they  were  cursing,  and 
swearing,  and  blaspheming.  People  on  several 
occasions  had  come  to  me  and  told  me  of  the  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  district ; that  people  were 
coming  to  get  drink  in  the  houses  located  in  their 
district  at  all  hours  on  Sunday  morning.  « 

9410.  What  district  is  that? — It  is  a portion 
of  the  St.  Peter’s  district. 

9417.  Is  it  in  St.  Paul’s? — Yes;  1 have  me 
also  on  one  occasion  a gentleman  from  the  mar- 
ket, away  towards  the  banks  of  the  Laggan ; 
gentlemen  from  Prince  Hill-road,  gentlemen 
from  Sandy  Iiow,  and  women  even  from  Sandy 
Row,  and  men  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  dis- 
trict of  St.  Peter's,  upwards  of  half-a-mile  away 
from  there.  The  policeman  told  me  that  the 
police  would  be  out  on  duty  at  10  o’clock  ; I 
found  that  was  all  the  redress  that  I could  get. 
As  I said  before,  I have  frequently  called  upon 
the  head  constable,  and  for  two  or  three  Sunday 
mornings  after  I lodged  a complaint  there  would 
be  redress  in  a small  measure,  but  when  public 
excitement  would  have  passed  away  things  would 
have  assumed  their  normal  state. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald. 

9418.  You,  I presume,  have  remonstrated  with 
the  publicans  themselves  on  the  subject  ? — Yes, 
I was  going  to  state  so. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9419.  This  offending  publican  would  be  brought 
up  before  the  magistrate? — Yes;  I may  observe, 
as  I stated  at  the  outset,  that  I have  had  recourse 
to  all  means  and  ways  to  stamp  out  the  sale  of 
drink  at  prohibited  hours,  not  merely  in  licensed 
public-houses  but  in  shebeens.  I have  called 
personally  upon  those  individuals,  and  brought 
the  charges  right  home  to  their  own  teeth.  1 
have  stated  to  them  the  day  and  the  hour  when 
I witnessed  such  scenes,  and  I have  told  them 
that  1 have  lodged  my  complaint  with  the  in- 
spector of  police,  and  with  the  head  constable 
of  the  district,  and  have  given  the  names  and 
urged  them  to  oppose  them  at  the  next  recorder’s 
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Mr.  Jacobi/ — continued. 

licensing  sessions,  and  to  have  the  same  recorded 
upon  their  licenses.  I have  even  gone  further; 
I have  even  incurred  the  odium  of  the  people, 
but  I was  bound  to  do  so  in  connection  with  the 
morals  of  the  district.  I told  them  that  my 
observations  should  go  beyond  individuals,  that 
I looked  to  the  general  good  of  the  community 
at  large,  and  I have  stated  to  them  that  I would 
go  in  person  to  the  next  licensing  sessions  before 
the  recorder  and  oppose  the  renewal  of  the 
license  to  those  individuals. 

Mr.  Peter  M( Donald. 

9420.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  your  action 
and  remonstrances  in  those  cases  ? — There  was  a 
partial  cessation  for  the  time  of  the  drinking  at 
prohibited  hours,  but  as  600n  as  they  thought 
that  there  was  an  opening  again  they  took  to 
selling  it  again. 

9421.  May  I infer  from  what  you  state,  that  if 
the  houses  were  closed  totally  on  Sundays  such 
things  would  be  likely  to  continue  during  the 
entire  day  ? — I believe  that  they  would  continue 
almost  during  the  entire  day. 

9422.  And,  perhaps, in  an  increased  degree? — 
In  an  increased  degree  most  certainly. 

9423.  Instead  of  the  sale  of  drink  being  con- 
fined during  the  opening  hours  to  respectable  and 
legitimately  licensed  parlies  it  would  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  hands  of  the  shebeeners,  and  to  the 
keepers  of  low-class  public-houses  ? — It  is  in 
some  measure  at  present,  but  it  would  be  so  to  a 
still  greater  extent. 

9424.  So  that  from  a moral  point  of  view  it 
would  be  exceedingly  dangerous  and  exceedingly 
injurious  to  the  people  of  the  district? — Exceed- 
ingly dangerous  and  exceedingly  injurious ; and 
it  is  upon  those  grounds  that  I oppose  the  closing. 
I may  observe  that  those  duly  licensed  public- 
houses  which  sell  drink  at  prohibited  hours  are 
few : that  there  is  a very  large  proportion  of 
publicans  who  are  most  respectable,  upright,  and 
honourable  gentlemen,  who  during  the  hours 
when  their  public-houses  are  open  would  not  sell 
drink,  or  give  drink,  to  my  knowledge  to  any 
man  who  came  in  under  the  influence  of  drink; 
and  I look  upon  those  gentlemen  who  hold  public- 
houses,  and  upon  a large  number  of  the  publicans 
of  Belfast,  as  safeguards  and  as  protectors  of  the 
morals  and  respectability  of  the  people. 

9425.  May  I ask  whether  you  would  not  con- 
sider that  it  would  be  the  better  and  wiser  course 
to  elevate  the  6tatus  of  the  licensed  trader  rather 
than  shut  up  the  houses  entirely  ? — Certainly.  I 
believe  that  that  is  the  line  which  legislation 
should  take. 

9426,.  You  would  recommend,  would  you  not, 
a severe  punishment  as  against  an  offender,  while 
you  would  put  no  restriction  on  the  respectable 
trader  who  would  not  on  any  account  infringe 
the  law  ? — In  a case  where  seizures  were  made, 
or  where  persons  were  found  giving  drink  at 
prohibited  hours  to  persons  coining  into  their 
public- house,  I would,  if  the  cases  were  proved, 
have  the  highest  penalty  of  the  law  inflicted  upon 
them ; and  I would  suggest  that  if  three  such 
cases  should  be  proved  on  conclusive  evidence,  I 
would  have  the  licenses  withdrawn  from  that 
house  altogether. 

9427.  In  fact,  you  think  it  would  be  the  best 
course  to  wipe  out  if  possible  all  those  low-class 


Mr.  Peter  M'Donald — continued, 
public-houses,  and  leave  the  trade  in  the  hands 
of  respectable  men  who  would  not  be  tempted  to 
infringe  the  law ; is  that  your  view  ? — Most 
certainly. 

9428.  From  what  you  have  stated  regarding 
the  police,  you  say  that,  either  from  indifference 
or  incapacity  on  their  part,  they  are  the  sup- 
porters of  the  illicit  trade  ; which  is  it ; is  it  one 
or  is  it  both? — I believe  that  it  arises  from 
incapacity  and  from  indifference,  both  combined. 

9429.  Evidently  it  must  be  indifference  when 
the  arrangements  were  such  that  the  police  will 
not  be  out  on  duty  between  five  and  ten  o’clock 
on  Sunday  morning,  and  it  must  be  incapacity 
during  the  other  hours  ; 1 suppose  the  number  of 
houses  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  police  being 
able  to  keep  their  eye  upon  all  the  premises? 
— The  general  rule  on  Sunday  morning  is 
that  in  those  low  public-houses,  where  drink  is 
given  or  sold  at  prohibited  hours,  the  owner  of 
the  public-house  generally  pays  a premium  to  four 
or  five,  or  whatever  number  of  people  he  considers 
necessary,  to  watch  in  the  streets  adjoining  his 
house,  and  those  individuals  who  are  on  the  look- 
out naturally  take  an  interest  in  the  man’s  wel- 
fare. They  are  paid,  I suppose,  in  proportion  as 
they  show  greater  or  less  vigilance,  and  the 
police  cannot  get  near  the  house.  When  they 
come  to  the  house  all  things  may  have 
assumed  their  normal  state  ; the  door  may  be 
rapped,  the  landlord  or  landlady  may  open 
the  door,  and  the  police  may  walk  in 
in  full  force  and  uniform,  and  search  may 
be  made  around  the  entire  house,  but  no  indi- 
viduals can  be  found  on  the  premises.  Then  a 
man  goes  up  on  a ladder  in  the  publican’s  back 
yard  ; he  scales  the  wall,  and  goes  into  a neigh- 
bour’s yard,  goes  into  the  neighbour’s  house,  and 
no  arrests  can  be  made.  1 should  observe  that 
I myself  have  most  intimate  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience upon  all  these  things;  I say  that  no 
sub-inspector  of  police,  no  district  inspector,  or 
no  policeman  has  or  can  have  the  same  oppor- 
tunity of  having  the  same  intimate  knowledge  of 
publicans  as  to  drinking  at  prohibited  hours  as  I 
have  myself.  1 have  gone  myself  into  some 
houses  adjoining  those  pn blic-houses  ; lastSunday 
morning  1 went  into  one  at  half-past  nine  in  the 
morning.  I rapped  at  the  door,  and  the  door, 
after  a considerable  time,  was  opened ; they 
asked  me  who  was  there,  and  I told  them,  of 
course ; then  they  would  have  to  open  the  door, 
the  bolt  was  drawn,  and  the  door  was  opened. 
I was  walking  in,  and  the  door  was  bolted  imme 
diately  after  me.  Why  have  you  bolted  the  door 
after  me,  I said  to  him,  and  he  told  me  it  was  lor 
fear  of  the  policeman  coming  into  the  house  ; I saw 
with  my  own  eyes  the  ladder  in  the  publican’syard 
up  which  I saw  some  men  making  their  escape 
along  the  walls  between  the  two  houses  and  down 
the  streets.  I could  make  nothing  of  it.  I 
charged  those  individuals  to  their  teeth  that  they 
were  accessory  to  the  sale  of  drink,  for  those 
men  admitted  it  themselves.  I know  from  inti- 
mate knowledge  and  experience  that  those  low- 
class  public- houses  employ  perhaps  half-a-dozen 
individuals  in  the  same  street  or  the  streets 
adjoining  that  public-house,  and  they  give  them 
a percentage  upon  the  amount  of  drink  that  they 
sell  out  of  the  houses. 

9430.  Either  in  money  or  kind,  I suppose  ? — 

In 
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In  both  I daresay ; of  course  it  is  a matter  of 
indifference  if  they  get  money  they  can  oet 
drink  for  themselves. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor . 

9431.  They  are  paid  by  results,  I suppose? — 
Yes,  by  a percentage.  I know  that  those  cases 
do  exist,  and  I challenge  any  gentleman  from 
Belfast,  sub- inspector,  district  inspector,  mayor, 
or  any  one  individual,  to  come  forward,  in  the. 
public  press  or  elsewhere,  and  meet  the  charges" 
and  assertions  that  J give  before  you,  gentle- 
men. 

9432.  And  you  hope  that,  it  will  be  published? 
— I hope  that  every  word  which  has  dropped 
from  my  lips  will  be  published. 

Mr.  Peter  M\ Donald. 

9433.  Especially  in  Belfast  ? — Y es  ; of  course 
1 expect  a good  number  of  comments  upon  my 
evidence. 

9434.  You  consider  that  a respectable  licensed 
trader  is  rather  a protection  to  the  morals  of  the 
people  ? — It  is  a protection  and  safeguard  to  so- 
ciety and  to  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  I 
would  do  everything  that  1 could  to  encourage 
and  elevate  them  in  the  social  status  in  society. 

9435.  I daresay  you  are  aware,  as  I am,  that 
a great  number  of  those  respectable  licensed 
traders  are,  if  not  teetotalers,  generally  tempe- 
rate men;  is  not  that  so? — They  are  generally 
temperate  men,  and  they  conduct  their  houses  in 
a respectable  manner.  The  publicans,  with  whom 
I am  intimately  acquainted,  are  to  be  seen  in 
their  own  houses,  behind  their  own  bars,  at  their 
own  business  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  it  is  a 
good  sign  if  any  man  can  be  found  in  his  office 
or  in  his  house  when  he  is  called  upon  on  busi- 
ness or  upon  any  oiher  matter  of  importance  ; 
it  is  a good  sign  of  the  individual  being  a respect- 
able man. 

9436.  Do  you  consider  that  the  promoters  of 
this  so-called  temperance  movement  have  really 
at  heart  the  good  of  the  people,  or  are  they  mov- 
ing in  it  just  owing  to  prejudice,  or  a desire  to 
promote  Sabbatarian  principles  ? — So  far  as  Bel- 
fast is  concerned,  I have  not  the  slightest  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  they  have  not  the  faintest 
idea  whatsoever  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  people.  It  is  merely  a hobby  that  they  are 
striving  to  ride  to  death  as  far  as  they  possibly 
can  themselves ; and  furthermore,  I look  upon  it 
that  there  is  a Sabbatarian  or  a religious  prin- 
ciple underlying  the  whole  thing.  We  are  pecu- 
liarly situated,  socially,  at  present  in  Belfast. 
We  are  debarred  from  getting  a fair  share  of  the 
distribution  of  labour  or  employment  as  skilled 
artizans,  or  employment  as  clerks,  or  in  an  offi- 
cial employment ; I am  speaking  my  own  be- 
lief. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

9437.  Do  you  mean  to  bring  a charge  against 
the  employ ers“of  labour  that  they  do  not  employ 
Roman  Catholics  in  Belfast? — Our  young  men, 
owing  to  social  politics,  are  boycotted  from 
having  an  opportunity  of  getting  into  any  of  the 
public  offices  in  Belfast. 

0.67. 


Chairman. 

9438.  What  do  you  mean  by  our  young  men? 
It  leads  up  to  this.  It  is  a preliminary  answer 

to  tlm  question,  which  I am  going  to  submit  to 
the  Committee,  and  this  really  signifies  that  a 
public-house  is  the  only  thing  that  a Catholic  in 
Belfast  has  an  opportunity  of  starting. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9439.  Do  you  mean  that  the  Catholics  in  Bel- 
fast are  debarred  from  any  other  trade  ? — Most 
certainly  I do ; and  no  gentleman  who  comes 
from  Belfast,  with  any  knowledge  of  Belfast, 
can  gainsay  the  answers  that  I have  been 
giving. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9440.  What  is  the  application  of  your  pre- 
liminary remark ; how  would  it  lead  up  to  the 
question  of  Sunday  closing,  or  of  partial  Saturday 
closing? — They  are  so  debarred  from  getting 
any  other  situations  that  a public-house  is  the 
only  occupation  that  a man  can  easily  enter. 

9441.  I believe  the  trade  is  not  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  Roman  Catholics  in  Belfast  ? — It  is 
not. 

9442.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  a very  lar<'e 

non-Catholi<;  element  in  the  ti’ade  ? — Yes.  ° 

9443.  I may  ask  you,  in  the  administration  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  have  you  found  that 
any  political  influences  have  been  used,  either 
for  or  against,  one  way  or  the  other,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Act,  arising  out  of  the  many 
riots  that  you  have  had  in  Belfast  ? — I have  not 
given  any  consideration  to  that  point. 

9444.  I will  take  you  to  another  subject.  You 
have  given  no  very  full  evidence  as  regards  the 
undesirability  of  total  closing  on  Sundays.  I have 
asked  little  or  nothing  as  regards  the  effect  of 
early  closing  on  Saturday  evenings.  What  is 
your  opinion  on  that  point? — I have  not  any 
decided  opinion  upon  the  early  closing  on  Satur- 
day evening.  I would  not  like  in  my  private 
capacity  to  give  a decided  opinion  as  to  what 
would  be  the  effect  if  such  a radical  change  as 
that  were  to  take  place  of  such  an  infringement, 
to  my  mind,  upon  the  rights  of  the  people. 

9445.  So  that  you  would  not  recommend  any 
radical  change  in  the  existing  law? — No;  as  1 
said  before  I have  no  decided  opinion  upon  the 
question  of  Saturday  night  closing. 

9446.  But  you  consider  that  any  restrictive 
legislation  would  be  looked  upon  by  the  people 
as  coercive  legislation  ? — I believe  it  would  be 
looked  upon  as  coercive  legislation. 

9447.  No  matter  what  legislation  there  may 
be  on  the  question,  you  consider  that  it  would 
not  be  so  effective  as  the  influence  of  the  clergy 
of  the  several  respective  denominations? — l am 
of  that  opinion.  I believe  that  people  will  never 
be  made  sober  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

9448.  There  is  one  remaining  question,  and 
that  is  with  regard  to  the  bond  fi<le  traveller 
question  ; what  do  you  think  as  to  the  existing 
state  of  things  regarding  the  bond  Jide  traveller  ; 
the  radius  at  present  is  three  miles,  and  some 
witnesses  would  recommend  it  to  be  extended  to 
seven,  some  to  six,  and  some  to  five  miles  ; have 
you  formed  any  opinion  on  that  subject  ? — I have 
no  decided  opinion  upon  it;  I would  allow  the 
present  law  to  exist  as  it  is. 

3 b 2 9449.  You 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald— continued. 

9449.  You  would  make  no  alteration  in  the 
present  law  ? — Certainly  not. 

9450.  And  you  think  that  a man  who  walks 
three  miles,  whether  it  be  for  exercise  or  recre- 
ation or  on  duty,  ought  to  be  obliged  to  wait 
until  he  gets  back  again  three  miles  before  he 
should  get  some  refreshment? — I think  it  is 
infringing  altogether  too  far  upon  the  private 
rights  of  individuals.  I believe  that  any  respect- 
able honest  artizan,  or  type-setter,  or  compositor, 
or  anyone  else  that  is  engaged  at  heavy  manual 
labour,  closed  up  in  a house  during  six  days  in 
the  week,  will  necessarily  be  inclined  to  take  a 
tramcar  and  go  out  into  the  country  as  far  as  the 
tramcar  will  bring  him,  and  take  his  wife  and 
his  children  along  with  him,  or  take  them  to  a 
park,  and  when  ..he  is  coming  home  he  might  take 
a bottle  of  porter  and  some  cheese  and  some  bread 
by  way  of  refreshment,  and  come  home  and  not 
spend  the  greater  portion  of  the  evening  out 
there.  I think  it  is  altogether  outside  the  scope 
and  range  of  any  legislature  to  be  infringing  in 
this  way  upon  the  rights  of  private  individuals, 
and  I believe  they  would  not  stand  it  for  three 
seconds  in  England. 

9451.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  you  are  opposed, 

I may  say  emphatically  opposed,  to  the  total 
closing  of  the  houses  on  Sundays  and  the 
partial  closing  on  Saturday  ; in  fact,  you  are 
opposed  to  any  alteration  in  the  existing  law, 
and  to  any  legislation  that  would  be  of  a restric- 
tive or  coercive  character? — Certainly. 

Mr.  Jacobi/. 

9452.  I suppose  you  would  have  the  interest 
of  temperance  at  heart? — Yes. 

9453.  And  you  would  rather  see  people  not 
drink  at  all  than  have  a drunken  population?— 
Most  certainly. 

9454.  From  your  experience  you  say  that 
there  is  a great  deal  of  home  drinking  going  on 
at  present  ?-  A very  great  deal  of  home  drinking 
is  going  on  at  present. 

9455.  Is  that  confined  simply  to  men  taking 
porter  home  for  their  dinner,  or  is  it  owing  to 
drinking  debauches  in  private  houses? — It  is  m 
the  homes  of  the  people,  with  a man  and  his  wife 
and  his  children. 

9456.  I want  to  know  whether  there  are  many 
cases  where  a man  who  simply  goes  on  a Sunday 
for  a bottle  of  porter  for  his  dinner,  who  is  not  a 
drunkard? — Yes. 

9457.  Then  I suppose  there  are  cases  where 
they  send  out  for  a lot  of  drink,  and  have  a 

regular  debauch  at  home?— Yes. 

*9458.  From  your  experience  of  those  public- 
houses  which  you  have  visited,  you  naturally 
think  that  evading  the  law  is  a very  serious 
thing? — Yes.  „ 

9459.  And  that  it  has  a bad  moral  effect  upon 

the  people?— Yes,  it  has  a bad  moral  effect  upon 
them,  undoubtedly.  . . 

9460.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  public-houses  to  be  open  the  whole 
of  Sunday  ?— I would  allow  them  to  be  open  as 
they  are  at  present- 

9461.  What  hours  are  they  open  at  present  in 
Belfast?— Between  two  o’clock  and  seven  o’clock. 

9462.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  close  them  two  hours  sooner  on  Sun- 
day ? — I do  not. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

9463.  Why  would  you  object  to  that? — Be- 
cause of  the  greater  likelihood  that  the  low  public- 
houses  and  shebeens  would  be  opened. 

9464.  Let  us  suppose  that  there  is  an  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  by  which  shebeening  is  prac- 
tically stopped  ?-  So  far  as  an  Act  of  Parliament 
is  concerned,  a man  can  drive  a coach-and-four 
through  any  of  them,  and  so  far  as  the  police 
carry  out  their  duties  in  Belfast,  it  is  all  nonsense 
talking  in  that  way. 

9465.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  police 
are  very  negligent  in  watching  the  public-houses? 
— Whether  they  are  incapable  or  whether  they 
are  indifferent  it  is  of  the  utmost  indifference  to 
me.  But  at  all  events,  seizures  are  not  made, 
and  home  drinking  is  increasing. 

9466.  Apart  from  what  the  police  do,  I sup- 
pose it  is  not  a matter  of  indifference  to  you^  as 
regards  the  moral  welfare  of  the  people  ? rSo  ; 
but  it  is  a matter  of  indifference  to  me  whether 
the  police  are  incapable  or  whether  they  are  in- 
different. 

9467.  Surely  it  is  a matter  of  very  great  im- 
portance to  you  as  one  who  is  interested  in  the 
moral  welfare  of  the  district  that  this  drunken- 
ness should  be  stopped  ? — What  I meant  by  say- 
ing that  it  is  a matter  of  indifference  to  me 
whether  the  police  are  incapable  or  indifferent 
is  this  : I have  come  to  that  conclusion  from  the 
way  in  which  the  police  act  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

9468.  1 suppose  you  object  chiefly  to  what 
you  call  dishonest  publicans? — Yes;  dishonest 
publicans. 

9469.  Then  you  look  upon  the  respectable 
publicans  as  the  guardians  of  the  moral  welfare 
of  the  community  ? — I certainly  do. 

9470.  And  as  assistants  to  you  in  your  duties? 
—Yes  ; as  assistants  to  me.  Refreshment  must 
be  had,  and  the  more  respectable  the  house  is 
the  better  for  the  clergymen  and  the  better  for 
the  morals  and  general  discipline  of  the  people. 

9471.  Then,  according  to  you,  it  does  a man 
no  harm  to  go  into  a respectable  public-house?— 
Certainly  not.  What  harm  would  it  do  to  him 
any  more  than  going  into  a grocer’s  shop  ? 

9472.  With  respect  to  Saturday  night,  have 
you  watched  or  have  you  any  knowledge  of  the 
statistics  of  drunken  people  who  are  arrested  in 
Belfast  .,n  Saturday  nights? — I have  not  any 
knowledge  of  statistics,  and,  as  a rule,  I have 
very  little  faith  in  statistics  in  general. 

9473.  We  will  not  deal  with  statistics,  hut  you 
speak  from  your  own  personal  experience,  which 
you  have  stated  is  very  large  amongst  the  work- 
ing people  of  Belfast,  of  those  portions  that  come 
under  your  own  immediate  knowledge ; are  there 
many  alarming  cases  of  drunkenness  on  Saturday 
nights? — No,  not  very  alarming  ; not  very  many 
alarming  cases  of  drunkenness,  taking  into  con- 
sideration all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  working  classes. 

9474.  Do  many  of  the  working  people  get 
drunk  on  Saturday  nights  1 — A considerable 
number,  hut  not  such  a percentage  of  the  people 
as  would  cause  any  great  alarm. 

9475.  Am  I to  understand  from  your  observa- 
tion that  the  people  in  your  district  do  not  drink 
as  much  as  is  represented  ? — They  do  not  drink 


as  much. 


9476.  I thought 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

9476.  I thought  you  said  that  there  were  some 
very  alarming  cases  of  drunkenness? — Yes, 
some. 

9477.  And  you  mention  one  case  of  a public- 
house  where  you  saw  a number  of  people  on  a 
Sunday  morning? — Yes;  I saw  18  individuals 
on  a Sunday  morning  ; eight  men  and  ten  women 
came  out  drunk. 

9478.  Then  there  certainly  must  be  some  bad 
cases  of  drunkenness? — Yes,  there  are  some  bad 
cases  of  drunkenness,  but  there  is  a population  of 
23,000  souls  in  that  district.  That  is  the  evidence 
that  I am  giving  with  regard  to  the  illicit  sale  of 
drink  in  prohibited  hours  on  Sunday.  I saw  that, 
and  I am  prepared  to  give  a number  of  other 
examples  of  the  baneful  effects  of  it. 

9479.  Will  you  say  that  there  is  much  home- 
drinking at  present  on  Sundays? — Yes. 

9480.  And  that  many  people  at  present  prefer 
drinking  at  home  to  going  to  a public-house  ? — 
They  would  prefer  to  drink  at  their  own  homes  ; 
there  is  such  a public  spirit  in  Belfast  against 
women  going  into  public-houses  on  Sundays  that 
they  will  send  their  children  or  go  themselves  to 
bring  the  liquor  home. 

9481.  You  do  not  believe  that  any  good  would 
be  done  by  the  total  closing  on  Sunday  ?— Cer- 
tainly not. 

9482.  Would  any  good  be  done  by  shortening 
the  hours  on  Saturday  ? — I do  not  think  so ; it  is 
a matter  of  indifference  to  me,  and  I have  given 
very  serious  consideration  to  the  question  of 
allowing  the  hours  to  remain  as  they  are  from 
two  till  seven  o’clock.  I say,  certainly,  that  I 
think  there  is  no  reason  for  shortening  the  hours. 
If  you  like  to  make  the  experiment,  if  the  Com- 
mittee should  come  to  the  conclusion  of  shorten- 
ing the  time  by  an  hour,  say  from  two  till  six 
o’clock,  I think  that  I would  allow  them  to  try 
the  experiment. 

9483.  You  think  that  that  would  not  do  much 
harm?— No,  it  would  not.  I would  say  that,  as 
a rule,  with  regard  to  shop  assistants,  the  master 
of  the  house  would  seize  the  opportunity  of 
closing  his  shop  and  having  their  tea,  and  arrang- 
ing their  dresses,  and  preparing  themselves  to  go 
to  their  respective  places  of  worship.  ^ Public 
worship  generally  commences  at  seven  o’clock  in 
our  Roman  Catholic  churches  at  Belfast ; I think 
it  is  about  half-past  six  that  they  commence  in 
the  churches  of  the  Presbyterians,  Protestants, 
Methodists,  and  other  denominations. 

9484.  Have  you  given  your  attention  at  all  to 
the  number  of  people  who  are  employed  in  public- 
houses,  and  would  you  say  that  their  hours  are 
too  long? — Yes. 

9485.  They  are  very  long  hours,  are  they  not? 
— Public-houses  are  open  from  seven  in  the  morn- 
ing till  eleven  o’clock  at  night  in  Belfast  on 
week-days,  and  on  Sundays  from  two  o’clock  to 
seven  o’clock. 

9486.  Do  not  you  think  it  is  necessary  that 
those  who  are  employed  in  public-houses  should 
have  some  recreation? — Yes,  if  they  have  to  re- 
main behind  the  bar  engaged  at  work  during  all 
those  hours,  I think  certainly  it  would  be  in- 
human, and  I say  that,  as  philanthropists, 
we  should  go  in  for  shortening  the  hours 
of  those  persons  who  are  assistants  in  those 
public-houses.  I was  amused  here  the  other  day 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

to  hear  some  of  the  evidence  that  was  given  ; 
indeed,  it  was  of  great  service  to  me  to  be 
here  and  hear  it,  even  though  I did  not  get 
examined,  because  I heard  a great  deal  of  the 
evidence  of  a gentleman  who  came  here  and  put 
the  case  as  strongly  as  I could  with  reference  to 
the  number  of  hours  that  those  assistants  are 
employed  in  public- houses.  I say  that  the 
assistants  in  public-houses  are  not  engaged  during 
all  these  hours ; at  least,  not  in  a properly  con- 
ducted public-house,  a very  large  number  of 
which  exist  in  Belfast  of  which  I have  personal 
knowledge,  and  am  able  to  give  you  any  amount 
of  names,  that  the  landlord  of  the  place,  or  the 
head  of  the  house,  generally  arrange  with  his 
boys  for  some  of  them  to  go  to  sleep  from  eight  in 
the  morning,  others  would  remain  until  eleven  at 
night,  and  others  may  get  off  at  nine  at  night,  and 
they  will  get  up  at  half-past  six  in  the  morning, 
and  have  the  shop  put  in  order,  and  refreshment 
supplied  to  people  if  they  call.  Some  others  of 
them  will  go  out,  say,  for  instance,  an  hour  or 
two  in  the  course  of  the  day  to  the  public  parks 
in  order  to  get  a walk,  and  many  of  the  publicans 
that  I have  spoken  to  also  give  their  boys  holi- 
days to  the  amount  of  a fortnight  or  three  weeks 
in  the  year;  and  I say,  taking  all  those  things 
into  consideration,  and  the  circumstances  attached 
to  their  respective  avocations,  1 am  of  opinion, 
that  those  young  gentlemen’s  hours  are  not  at  all 
so  long  as  some  of  the  gentlemen  here  would 
seem  to  insinuate. 

9487.  A question  has  been  put  to  you  about, 
the  bona  fide  traveller ; do  you  think  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  a man  after  a three 
miles  walk  to  require  drink  ; if  you  had  gone  a 
three-mile  walk  would  you  require  a drink  ? — I 
think  it  is  outside  the  scope  of  the  question  alto- 
gether to  put  that  question  to  me,  and  expect  to 
get  my  answer  to  it. 

9488.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  a man  after  a three-mile  walk  to  have  a 
drink  ? — Speaking  for  a great  many  men  who  are 
engaged  in  public  works,  or  who  are  closely  con- 
fined indoors  during  six  days  in  the  week,  I 
certainly  think  that  a man  has  every  right  to  go 
out,  and  it  would  be  of  service  to  him. 

9489.  Do  you  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  ? 
— Strictly  speaking,  if  you  like  to  drive  to  such 
mathematical  exactitude  as  that,  I do  not. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9490.  But  in  any  case  it  would  be  necessary 
before  a man  came  back  the  three  miles  again  ?— 

I did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9491.  I suppose  you  do  not  consider  a cigar  or 
a pipe  absolutely  necessary  for  a man’s  life  ? — 
Drink  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  and  cigars  arc 
not  absolutely  necessary,  but  they  are  some  of 
God’s  creatures  intended  for  the  use  of  man ; 
and  it  is  the  abuse,  not  the  use,  that  we  condemn. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9492.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  any 
great  hardship  in  extending  the  distance  to  seven 
miles? — I certainly  think  it  would  be  an  enormous 
hardship  to  extend  it  to  seven  miles,  and  no 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

Legislature  has  a right  to  do  that,  because  the 
Legislature  is  supposed  to  legislate  for  the  wood 
of  the  community  and  not  for  particular  in- 
dividuals. 

Chairman. 

9493.  You  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  not  be 
extended  ? — In  my  opinion  it  should  not. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

9494.  You  live  an  active  life  yourself,  do  you 
not  ? — Yes,  an  exceedingly  active  life. 

9495.  I mean  that  you  could  walk  three  miles 
out  and  three  miles  back  ? — I undergo  a good 
deal  of  work,  and  I lead  an  active  life. 

9496.  And  you  do  not  feel  any  special  need 
for  stimulants  ?— I am  peculiarly  circumstanced 
in  that  case  ; I am  at  the  head  of  the  Total 
Abstinence  Association,  and  I do  not  believe 
that  any  man  at  the  head  of  a Total  Abstinence 
Association  should  be  taking  drink  himself. 


Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

have  charge  of  the  police  would  put  a policeman 
in  front  of  each  house  and  one  at  the  back,  that 
they  would  easily  starve  those  people  out  ?— Yes ; 
but  you  are  not  taking  into  consideration  the 
effect  that  it  would  have  upon,  the  people  in 
general,  when  the  public-houses  would  be  closed 
at  all  hours  during  Sunday,  and  not  as  they  are 
at  present,  open  between  two  and  seven. 

9503.  I only  ask  with  regard  to  the  present 
administration  of  the  law. — No  ; I do  not  believe 
that  they  would  starve  them  out. 

9504.  If  a policeman  were  at  the  back  of  a 
house,  and  one  in  front,  how  could  people  get  in 
and  have  drink? — Other  houses  would  open. 

9505.  But  they  might  starve  out  particular 
houses? — They  might. 

Chairman. 

9506.  Do  you  think  that  respectable  publicans 
who  do  not  now  violate  the  law  would  be  tempted 
to  violate  it  ? — I believe  so. 


Mr.  Jacoby. 

9497.  Are  you  a total  abstainer  ? — Yes,  cer- 
tainly ; and  have  been  so  for  the  last  15  years. 
I believe  it  is  sheer  nonsense  for  any  man  to  be 
preaching  up  total  abstinence  and  not  to  be  a 
total  abtainer  himself ; hence  I cannot  give  a 
direct  answer  to  the  question  submitted  by  Mr. 

Mr.  Biggar. 


9498.  I understood  you  to  say  that  respectable 
publicans  were  quite  willing,  and,  in  fact,  do, 
conform  to  the  present  law  on  the  matter? — 
Yes. 

9499.  I suppose  you  have  a very  large. number 
of  public-houses  in  your  district  ? — I should  say 
that  of  the  50  publicans  in  St.  Peter’s  district 
with  whom  I am  connected  there  are  not  more 
than  five  or  six  of  those  duly  licensed  public- 
houses  out  of  the  50  that  would  sell  drink  on 
■Sunday  morning,  or  at  any  other  prohibited 
hours;  the  great  majority  of  the  publicans  are 
respectable  men,  who  would  not  stoop  to  such 
things. 

9500.  I presume  from  what  we  have  heard  that 
this  class  of  publicans  who  sell  in  prohibited 
hours  are  not  so  well  off,  and  do  not  hold  such  a 
good  position  financially,  and  so  on,  as  those  who 
keep  properly  conducted  public-houses? — My 
own  opinion  with  regard  to  them  is,  that  those 
publicans,  as  a rule,  who  sell  drink  at  prohibited 
hours  on  Suuday  morning,  or  at  other  times,  are 
a class  of  publicans  who  do  not  give,  as  I am 
informed,  good  drink  at  other  times,  and  then 
they  take  the  opportunity  of  selling  drink  at  pro- 
hibited hours.  Of  course,  forbidden  things  are 
sweet,  and  people  flock  to  them,  and  they  get  the 
drink  disposed  of. 

9501.  Then  I suppose  that  a very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  income  which  those  people  derive 
from  their  business  is  earned  in  the  prohibited 
hours.  Seeing  that  they  have  a reputation  for 
selling  bad  drink  at  other  hours,  of  course,  people 
would  go  in  the  legal  hours  to  the  respectable 
houses,  where  they  would  get  better  value  for 
their  money  ? — Certainly  they  will  go  to  respect- 
able houses  where  they  will  get  better  value. 

9502.  Seeitig  that  there  are  only  about  eight 
altogether  in  your  district,  and  a police  force  of 
52,  do  not  you  think  that  if  the  authorities  who 


Mr.  Biggar. 

9507 . Your  evidence  is  that  those  people  who 
are  notoriously  sellers  of  inferior  drink  get  very 
poor  custom  at  other  times,  and  that  they  depend 
entirely  upon  the  illicit  sale  of  drink  ? — Yes. 

Chairman. 

9508.  When  the  honourable  Member  says  that 
they  might  be  starved  out,  your  suggestion  is  that 
the  increased  temptation  would  lead  a larger 
number  than  those  50  publicans  to  violate  the 
law  ? — Yes ; that  is  my  evidence. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

9509.  If  the  police  do  their  duty,  they  would 
have  a very  fair  idea  with  regard  to  which  public- 
houses  sell  drink  in  the  prohibited  hours  ; of 
course,  it  is  only  a very  limited  .number  of 
respectable  men  who  conform  to  the  law  that 
would  run  the  risk  of  commencing  to  break  the 
law,  and  probably  the  same  results  would  follow 
them  as  have  followed  those  who  were  put 
down  by  the  careful  watching  of  the  police? — 
You  are  assuming  an  hypothesis  upon  which  I 
am  not  prepared  to  give  an  answer.  Takino-  into 
consideration  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and 
the  dispositions  of  the  generality  of  people,  and 
the  anxiety  of  people  to  still  further  increase 
their  receipts,  I say  that  there  is  a lurkino-  and 
well-grounded  suspicion  that  if  those  houses  to 
which  we  have  made  allusion  were  closed,  and 
the  inhabitants  starved  out  by  putting  special 
constables  at  their  doors  at  all  hours,  preventing 
them  from  selling  drink,  I say  there  is  a well- 
grounded  suspicion  that  even  those  that  up  to  the 
present  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  selling 
drink  at  prohibited  hours  would  be  induced  to 
do  so.  I think  that  is  as  honest  and  straight- 
forward an  answer  as  any  person  could  give. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9510.  That  is  what  your  answer  is  ? — That  is 
what  I fear. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

9511.  Do  you  not  think  that  on  Sundays 
a great  many  people  go  into  public-houses  to 
drink  simply  because  they  are  open,  who  would 
not  otherwise  be  drinking  at  all? — No ; I do  not 
believe  that  at  all. 

9512.  Is 
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Mr.  Tuite — continued. 

9512.  Is  not  the  want  of  employment  and  the 
want  of  something  to  occupy  their  minds  an 
incitement  to  them  to  go  into  the  public-houses 
and  drink  ? — That  may  be  one  of  the  things 
leading  up  to  it ; but  1 would  say  that  it  is  not  a 
very  particular  one. 

9513.  Do  you  not  find  persons  who  go  into 
public-houses  the  moment  they  are  open  and  do 
not  leave  them,  or  who  hang  about  them  until 
they  are  closed  ? — There  may  be  some,  but  they 
are  very  few  in  the  community. 

9514.  For  that  reason,  and  in  order  to  reduce 
the  evil,  would  you  not  think  three  hours 
sufficient  for  them  to  be  open  on  Sunday? — I do 
not  think  that  any  legislator  when  he  is  going  to 
pass  a law  should  base  his  argument  upon  a few 
individual  cases  when  he  is  legislating  for  the 
community.  I think  that  argument  is  a false 
one. 

9515.  You  would  not  think  three  hours 
sufficiently  long  for  the  houses  to  be  open  on 
Sundays  ? — Certainly  not. 

9516.  As  an  alternative,  would  not  you  think 
three  hours  sufficient  on  Sundays? — I certainly 
would  not.  I have  given  my  decided  views 
already,  and  I do  not  think  you  will  shake  me  in 
my  opinion. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9517.  It  is  not  a question  of  shaking  your 
opinion ; it  is  a question  of  getting  evidence  ? — 
Yes  ; 1 am  aware  of  that. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

9518.  I presume  from  the  evidence  you  have 
given  that  you  consider  the  priests  and  the 
publicans  are  the  best  guardians  of  morality  in 
Belfast  ? — 1 do  not  think  you  could  come  to  any 
such  conclusion  from  what  1 have  said. 

9519.  Then  the  priests  and  publicans  are  not 
the  best  guardians  of  morality  ? — I will  not  answer 
that. 

9520.  I understand  you  to  say  that  the 
publicans  were  good  guardians  of  morality  in 
Belfast,  and  I presume  you  consider  that  the 
priests  are? — What  I said  was  this.  1 said, 
taking  into  consideration  the  test  questions  that 
are  at  issue  and  the  characters  of  the  publicans 
generally,  I say  that  they  are  public  upholders 
of  morality,  and  as  a clergyman  intimately 
acquainted  with  working  people,  taking  into 
consideration  the  weaknesses  and  faults  of 
humanity  in  general,  I say  that  those  respectable 
publicans  are  a safeguard  and  a protection  to  the 
morals  of  the  people. 

9521.  You  mentioned  a case  in  which  a member 
of  your  Hock  was  detected  by  you  in  selling  drink 
at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning;  did  you  apply  to 
the  Recorder  to  get  his  license  withdrawn  ? — The 
Recorder’s  sessions  have  not  taken  place  as  yet. 
There  is  some  little  interval  to  elapse  previous  to 
the  Recorder  sitting. 

9522.  Y ou  mentioned  that  the  fact  of  the  public- 
houses  not  being  open  at  eight  o’clock  on  Sunday 
morning  induced  people  to  go  to  the  low  public- 
houses  to  purchase  drink  ; would  you  open  the 
public-houses  at  eight  in  the  morning  in  order  to 
prevent  those  people  violating  the  law  ?—  Of 
course,  in  attending  to  the  wants  of  particular 
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Mr.  William  Johnston — continued, 
sections  of  the  community  you  cannot  be  attend- 
ing to  them  without  taking  into  consideration 
their  human  failings  and  other  circumstances 
connected  with  the  particular  hours  that  may 
take  place  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  public- 
houses.  I say  that  I would  allow  the  laws  to 
exist  as  they  are  at  present. 

9523.  You  would  not  consider  that  you  were 
acting  coercively  in  interfering  with  those 
people  breaking  the  law  ? — Not  in  my  public 
capacity  as  a clergyman  and  a citizen. 

9524.  But  a policeman  would,  I suppose  ? — It 
is  a matter  of  indifference  to  me  whether  he 
would  or  would  not. 

9525.  Of  course  your  evidence  on  this  question 
is  entirely  disinterested;  I would  not  presume 
to  suppose  anything  else ; but  do  you  know 
William  Convery,  of  104,  Albert-street,  Belfast? 
— I know  him  well. 

9526.  What  is  he? — He  is  a brother. 

9527.  May  I ask  what  his  business  is  ? — He  is 
a family  grocer. 

9528.  He  is  a spirit  grocer,  is  he  not  ? — He  is 
a family  grocer,  just  as  Matthews,  and  Malcolm- 
son,  and  J?ym,  and  other  gentlemen  who  live  in 
Donegal-street,  and  in  other  parts  of  Belfast, 
are. 

9529.  Is  he  interested  in  the  wine  and  spirit 
and  beer  trade  ? — He  is  a family  grocer. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9530.  Is  he  a publican  ? — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9531.  Not  being  a publican,  he  can  have  no 
interest  in  this  matter  '.' — No  interest  whatever. 
Of  course,  I anticipated  that  the  right  honourable 
Member  for  Belfast  would  ask  me  that  question. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9532.  You  stated  that  you  do  not  think  that 
drunkenness  is  very  bad  in  Belfast  on  Saturday 
night  ? — I do  not. 

9533.  Will  you  listen  to  this  evidence  given, 
by  District  Inspector  Thynne,  of  Belfast,, 
before  a Committee  of  this  House  in  1877  ; he 
was  asked  at  Question  3902  in  that  inquiry, 
“ Out  of  these  1,942  persons  arrested  on  Satur- 
days for  drunkenness  was  a large  proportion, 
during  the  last  few  hours  of  Saturday?  ” and  his 
answer  was, “ Unquestionably  a great  proportion; 
the  drinking  on  Saturday  nights  in  Belfast  is 
something  frightful  ; they  keep  the  public- 
houses  open  till  the  last  moment,  and  the  work- 
ing classes  make  their  marketing  generally  on 
Saturday  nights,  when  they  spend  a great  deal 
of  their  money  in  the  public-houses  ; it  is  a most 
melancholy  sight  to  see  the  working  classes  going 
home  after  the  public-houses  are  closed  on 
Saturday ; even  the  arrests  are  no  index  to  the 
extent  of  the  drinking  that  goes  on,  because  for 
overy  man  arrested  hundreds  go  home  in  a half- 
drunken  state,  and  the  police  do  not  interfere 
with  them  if  they  can  get  them  to  go  home ; the 
drinking  on  Saturday  night  is  very  bad  indeed ; ” 
you  do  not  agree  with  the  District  Inspector,  do 
you  ? — I do  not  believe  in  the  statistics  supplied 
liy  the  District  Inspector.  I do  not  know  what 
is  the  meaning  of  that  1,942. 

3 b 4 9534.  The 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

9534.  The  answer  I have  read  out  to  you 
does  not  deal  with  statistics  at  all;  and  the 
question  that  I ask  you  is,  do  you  agree  with 
Mr.  Thynne,  the  Inspector  of  Police,  in  that  most 
lamentable  picture? — I do  not;  most  emphatically 
I disagree  with  him. 

9535.  Do  you  agree  with  Distinct  Inspector 
Cameron?  — I utterly  disagree  with  District 
Inspector  Cameron.  I say  that  statement  made 
by  him  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  unwarranted,  and  unfounded,  and 
untrue. 

9536.  I ask  you  do  you  agree  with  him? — I 
altogether  disagree  with  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Cameron. 

9537  Do  you  disagree,  too,  with  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Mayor  of  Belfast  here  re- 
garding Saturday  night  drinking? — I do  not  know 
that  was  the  statement  made  by  the  Mayor  of 
Belfast. 

9538.  That  a large  proportion  of  the  drunken- 
ness in  Belfast  was  on  Saturday  night? — I 
■certainly  would  not  agree  with  him. 

9539.  You  have  given  us  a picture  of 
shebeening  and  the  illicit  sale  of  drink  early  on 
Sundav  morning  ? — They  are  two  separate 
questions  altogether. 

9540.  Do  you  think  that  a man  who  goes  home 
on  Saturday  night  sober  will  be  found  at  eight 
o’clock  on  the  Sunday  morning  craving  for 
whisky  in  that  illicit  way  ; do  not  you  think  that 
these  men  who,  were  at  that  pubiic-house  at  that 
early  hour  on  the  Sunday  morning  were  men 
who  had  been  under  the  influence  of  drink  on 
Saturday  night,  and  who  wished  to  drink  early  on 
Sunday  in  consequence? — Not  in  all  cases.  I 
draw  a distinction  between  sobriety  and  semi- 
intoxication.  I say  that  in  all  working  centres, 
such  as  Belfast,  the  generality  of  working  men 
and  their  wives  are  accustomed  to  get  either 
porter  or  whisky,  as  their  inclinations  may  lead 
them,  on  Saturday  night ; and  I say  that  at  the 
present  day  (I  do  not  care  what  is  the  statement 
of  others  who  are  teetotallers  in  Belfast)  the 
numbers  of  those  who  drink  to  excess  are  very 
small  compared  with  the  entire  population. 

9541.  That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question  ; 
I must  ask  you  to  pay  attention  to  the  question, 
and  to  answer  it;  you  have  given  us  a picture  of 
early  drinking  on  Sunday  morning;  and  I ask 
you,  is  it  your  opinion  that  those  people  who 
were  at  that  place  so  early  on  Sunday  morning 
were  people  who  had  gone  home  sober  on  Satur- 
day night  or  otherwise? — I should  consider  that 
they  all  had  not.  I would  not  be  inclined  to 
infer  that  the  men  were  very  strict  teetotallers. 

9542.  I am  not  speaking  of  strict  teetotalers? 
— A man  who  is  sober  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  word  ‘ sober  ’ may  still  be  sober,  although 
you  give  an  artificial  meaning  to  the  word 
* sober.’ 

9543.  I repeat  the  question:  Is  it  your  opinion 
that  those  people  who  were  at  that  place  so  early 
on  Sunday  morning  were  people  who  had  gone 
home  sober  on  Saturday  night,  or  otherwise  ? — 
I say  that  they  did  not  all  go  home  sober. 

9541.  That  being  so,  do  you  think  it  would 
be  any  very  great  hardship  upon  those  people,  or 
upon  their  families,  if  (he  hours  were  shortened 


Mr.  T.  11".  Russell — continued, 
somewhat  on  Saturday  night,  so  that  they  might 
have  a chance  of  getting  home  sober  ? — I say 
that  it  would  be  an  infringement  upon  the  rights 
of  the  community  in  general. 

9545.  I am  asking  you,  would  it  be  a hardship ; 
I will  put  it  in  another  way  ; we  have  had 
evidence  here  from  competent  authorities  point- 
ing out  that  wages  are  largely  paid  on  Friday 
nights,  and  at  all  events  they  are  largely  paid  by 
two  o’clock  on  Saturdays;  I suppose  you  agree  that 
that  is  the  case  with  the  artisans  of  Belfast? — 
Yes,  with  the  artisans  it  is. 

9546.  That  being  so,  do  you  think,  that,  as 
regards  the  marketing  for  the  family  in  the  first 
place,  any  great  hax-dship  would  arise,  say  by 
closing  at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  nights  in 
Belfast,  seeing  that  the  wages  are  paid  at  an 
early  hour? — Generally  the  workers  are  paid,  I 
daresay,  between  half-past  one  and  two  o’clock. 

954-7.  That  would  leave  them  seven  hours  for 
marketing  — There  are  some  considerable  number 
of  workers  who  do  not  get  paid  till  late,  and  who 
do  not  get  home  from  their  work  perhaps  till  eight 
or  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  evenings. 

9548.  I am  speaking  generally  of  the  work- 
people in  Belfast;  we  have  evidence,  of  which 
we  cannot  get  rid,  that  the  facts  are  as  I have 
stated  them,  and  as  you  admit  them  to  be,  and 
I want  to  know  if  there  were  seven  hours  for 
shopping  and  marketing,  would  it  be  a great 
hardship  to  confine  the  public  hours  on  Saturday 
nights  to  seven  hours  of  opening? — I believe  it 
would  be  a hardship. 

9549.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  that  market- 
ing should  be  carried  on  up  to  eleven  o’clock  on 
Saturdav  night,  and  to  within  one  hour  of 
Sunday  ? — I would  say  that  it  would  be  a hard- 
ship, and  I do  not  suy  it  is  advisable. 

9550.  You  would  admit  that,  the  tendency 
everywhere  has  been  to  shorten  the  hours  during 
which  shops  are  open,  that  all  over  the  United 
Kingdom  it  has  been  the  tendency  to  shorten  the 
shop  hours  and  the  hours  of  labour? — Yes;  the 
hours  of  manual  labour. 

9551.  1 am  speaking  now'  of  shops  ?■ — I do  not 
know  whether  it  is  so  or  not.  I do  not  know  it 
as  a positive  fact. 

9552.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a hardship  on 
them  ? — I do  most  undoubtedly  think  it  would  be 
a hardship. 

9553.  Then,  of  course,  if  you  think  it  would 
be  a hardship  regarding  shops,  you  think  it  would 
be  a hardship  to  stop  the  drinking  ? — Yes. 

9554.  Then  you  would  desire  the  drinking  to 
go  on  in  the  town  of  Belfast  up  to  eleven  o’clock 
on  Saturday  night,  within  one  hour  of  the  day  of 
rest  ? — I do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  hours 
should  be  shortened.  It-  is  a matter  for  the 
Select  Committee  to  try  the  experiment. 

9555.  Then  you  leave  the  onus  upon  them  ? — 
Yes,  certainly. 

9556.  Of  course  we  must  act,  or  are  supposed 
to  do  so,  upon  the  evidence  that  is  put  before  us  ; 
I am  now  asking  you,  Do  you  think  it  desirable 
that  this  Select  Committee  should  make  that 
experiment  ? — I do. 

Chairman. 

9557.  Do  you  mean  in  shortening  the  hours 
upon  Saturday  ? — Yes.  They  might  make  an  ex- 
periment ; 
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Chairman — continued. 

periment;  they  might  keep  the  public-houses 
open  until  one  o’clock  on  Saturday  night. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9558.  You  have  told  us  that  you  think  the 
consumption  of  ale  and  porter  is  increasing  in 
Belfast  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

9559.  Do  not  you  think  that  a good  thing,  if 
it  diminishes  the  consumption  of  whisky  ? — I 
cannot  say  as  to  whiskey.  I have  heard  from 
those  Avho  are  authorities  upon  the  subject  that 
a glass  of  good  whiskey  is  far  more  healthy  than 
a drink  of  ale  or  porter.  I have  heard  that  from 
those  who  are  competent  to  pass  an  opinion. 

9560.  Do  you  know  enough  of  it  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  it? — I have  heard  it  from  good 
authority. 

9561.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  increase  of 
beer  drinking  in  Ireland  is  an  advantage  ? — Upon 
that  subject  I am  not  prepared  to  give  a decided 
answer.  I am  not  an  experimentalist,  or  a 
practical  man  upon  that  point. 

9562.  You  have  given  us  your  idea  of  what 
the  bona  fide  traveller  is,  that  he  is  a gentleman 
who  takes  a tramcar  from  Belfast  to  some 
suburban  place,  and  then  he  goes  for  a walk,  and 
takes  a bottle  of  porter  and  some  cheese  and 
bread  on  his  way  back  ; is  that  your  idea  of  the 
bona  fide  traveller  in  general  ? — 1 think  so. 

9563.  Have  you  not  heard  of  the  gentlemen 
who  go  out  to  Holywood  and  Bangor  on  Sundays 
in  that  capacity,  and  make  the  place  hideous  by 
their  action  ? — I never  heard  it. 

9564.  You  never  heard  the  evidence  that  was 
given  by  Dr.  Whyte  the  last  day  of  the  sitting  of 
the  Committee ; did  you  hear  his  description  of 
the  bond  fide  travellers  at  Clontarf,  and  then- 
behaviour  being  so  bad  that  the  friends  of  the 
residents  could  not  go  there,  owing  to  those 
tramcar  travellers  and  those  gentlemen  who  have 
been  having  their  bottle  of  porter  and  bread  and 
cheese;  pray  did  you  hear  that? — I heard  a 
good  deal  from  Dr.  Whyte,  with  which  I utterly 
disagree. 

9565.  Did  you  hear  that  ? — I did. 

9566.  The  Committee  having  that  evidence 
before  them  by  the  Coroner  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  do  you  think  that  we  might  try  an 
experiment  with  the  bond  fide  traveller,  too  ? — I 
do  not  think  so. 

9567.  Do  you  attend  here  to-day  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Catholics  of  Belfast? — I consider 
that,  owing  to  my  position,  my  experience,  and 
my  length  of  residence  in  Belfast,  I am  a fit  and 
proper  exponent,  not  only  of  the  clergymen  of 
my  parish,  but  of  the  72,000  Catholics  in  Belfast. 
I am  altogether  sincere  in  all  my  statements. 

9568.  I know  you  ax-e ; I am  not  asking  this 
question  from  any  x-eligious  standpoint  at  all?  — 
I do  not  cax-e  in  what  sense  you  ask  me. 

9569.  I am  simply  asking  the  question,  are  we 
to  take  you  .here  to-day  as  a fair  representative 
of  the  feeling  of  the  Catholics  of  Belfast  on  this 
question? — Most  certainly. 

9570.  By  the  last  census  I see  that  there  were 
as  many  as  59,779  Catholics  in  Belfast,  and  there 
were  148,082  Protestants;  I suppose  you  do  not 
presume  to  speak  for  them  ? — Is'  o ; 1 would  not 
apeak  for  them. 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

9571.  At  all  events,  we  have  had  their  feeling 
expressed  here  on  their  behalf  bv  sevex-al 
witnesses  belonging  to  several  of  the  Protestant 
communities ; do  you  mean  to  say  that  the 
evidence  that  you  have  given  here  to-day  x-eally 
repi-esents  the  feeling  of  the  people,  and  that  you 
are  entitled  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  over- 
whelming  majority  in  Belfast  ? — I believe  that  I 
am  expx-essing  the  feeling  of  the  majority  of  the 
honest,  stx-aightforvvard  working  men  and  artisans 
of  Belfast.  I do  not  care  what  evidence  is  given 
to  the  contrary. 

9572.  We  had  here  the  other  day  the  evidence 
of  the  President  of  the  Trades’  Council,  and  he 
gave  entirely  different  evidence  ? — I am  listeixing 
to  that  most  indiffei-ently. 

9573.  Do  you  not  consider  him  to  be  an 
honest,  stx-aightforward  man  ?—  I think  the  Com- 
mittee have  had  evidence  fx-om  employers  of 
labour  telling  the  Committee  what,  with  great 
respect,  would  not  be  confirmed  by  the  actual 
working  people  of  Belfast  with  whom  I mix,  and 
I have  heard  their  views. 

9574.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  advance 
a claim  to  represent  the  Protestants  of  Belfast 
as  well  as  the  Catholics  ? — I say  that  I am 
intimately  acquainted  with  their  wants,  also  in 
some  degx-ee  1 do  not,  as  a clex-gyman  belonging 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  chux-ch,  come  here  and 
put  myself  forward  as  an  exponent  of  the  views 
of  any  section  of  the  Protestant  community  in 
Belfast.  I certainly  would  not  do  so.  I come 
here  as  an  independent,  sti-aightforwax-d,  honest 
witness. 

9575.  I am  sure  you  do ; I am  not  at  all 
challenging  anything  that  you  state  in  that 
matter;  I think  you  slated,  in  answer  to  the 
honour-able  Member  for  Sligo,  that  you  did  not 
consider  six  an-ests  on  Sunday  in  Belfast  a great 
number? — I do  xxot. 

9576.  But  you  are  awax-e  that  there  are  only 
five  hours  for  the  sale  of  drink  on  Sunday  in 
Belfast  ?— Yes,  but  I am  aware  that  more  arrests 
are  made  during  the  houx-s  in  which  the  public- 
houses  are  closed  than  during  the  hours  in  which 
they  are  open. 

9577.  That  is  vex-y  px-obable,  because,  as  you 
see,  on  Sundays  the  houses  are  open  for  the 
least  number  of  hours  in  the  week,  and  people 
who  have  knocked  off  drinking  lor  an  hour 
or  two  will  go  to  them  to  finish  up,  and  it  is  very 
likely  that  they  may  be  taken  up  ? — That  is  a 
matter  of  private  opinion  about  the  last  hour  or 
the  first  hour.  No  matter  whether  it  is  a 
Member  of  Parliament  putting  the  feelings  of 
his  constituents  or  whoever  it  is,  any  individual 
has  as  good  a right  to  state  his  opinion  as  any 
Member  of  the  Parliament  of  Kngland. 

9578.  The  fact  is  this,  that  five  hours’  opening 
on  Sunday  does  not  do  quite  as  much  harm  as 
sixteen  houx-s  on  other  days  of  the  week  ; there 
ax-e  no  other  days  on  which  the  arrests  are  only 
six ; five  hours’  sale  give  six  ax-rests  on  the 
average  per  day,  and  sixteen  hours’  sale  gives 
more  than  that  ; one  would  suppose  that  the 
an-ests  on  Saturday  would  be  very  much  more  in 
proportion? — The  arrests  upon  Sundays  are 
between  five  and  six.  • 

9579.  That  is  with  five  hours’  sale  of  drink  ? 
—Yes. 

3 (J  9580.  How 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

9580.  How  many  arrests  are  there  on  Satur- 
day, with  16  hours’  sale? — I have  not  gone 
into  anything  like  a numerical  quotation  as  to 
the  number  of  arrests. 

9581.  You  are  a clergyman  of  the  greatest  ex- 
perience in  this  western  district  of  Belfast? — I 
am  a clergyman  of  Belfast. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9582.  I suppose  you  know  the  proverb  about 
a fly  on  a wheel  ? — Certainly. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9583.  I am  simply  asking  your  opinion,  as  a 
clergyman,  upon  this  point;  I want  to  get  at  the 
views  of  the  clergy  ; we  have  been  told  that  the 
Sunday  average  is  six,  that  is  with  five  hours’ 
sale  of  drink  ; and  if  five  hours’  sale  of  drink 
gives  six  arrests  per  day,  what  do  you  think 
Saturday  gives,  seeing  that  we  have  evidence 
that  in  1877  there  were  1,942  cases  ? — I do  not 
know. 

9584.  Do  you  not  know  that  there  are  more 
arrests  on  Saturday  than  on  Sunday  ? — I do  not 
know. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

9585.  If  it  were  so,  would  that  matter? — Not 
at  all.  I know  that  a man  may  be  arrested  for 
the  slightest  offence  by  the  police,  whereas  in 
England  or  Scotland,  if  men  are  at  all  able  to  go 
home,  they  will  not  provoke  them,  or  anything  of 
that  sort ; but  in  Ireland  they  generally  take 
them  up,  because  the  more  fines  they  get  the 
more  goes  to  the  Corporation  for  the  support  of 
the  police. 

9586.  You  think  that  the  statement  of  the 
police  as  to  the  number  of  arrests  is  no  indication 
of  the  real  state  of  things  ? — I say  it  is  mis- 
leading, just  like  the  statements  that  have  been 
made. 

9587.  You  have  told  us  that  you  are  in  favour 
of  the  Committee  making  an  experiment  on 
Sunday  of  closing  at  6ix  o’clock,  and  an  hour 
earlier  on  Saturday  ? — I 6ay  that  in  my  opinion 
the  hours  should  remain  as  they  are ; but  if  the 
Select  Committee  wish  to  make  the  experiment 
of  closing  the  public-houses  on  Saturday  at  ten 
o’clock,  it  is  properly  within  their  range  to 
do  so. 

Chairman. 

9588.  I understood  you  to  say  that  you  were 
in  favour  of  the  Committee  making  that  experi- 
ment; do  you  advise  the  Committee  to  do  it? — - 
I believe  that  it  would  be  no  great  hardship 
upon  the  community  in  general  to  close  the 
public-houses  on  Saturday  at  one  o’clock,  and  that 
it  would  be  no  great  hardship  or  inconvenience 
upon  the  people  to  close  the  public-houses  on 
Sunday 8 at  six  o’clock,  and  to  keep  them  open 
from  two  to  six  o’clock. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9589.  You  were  asked  a question  about  the 
tendency  of  the  times  to  closing  shops  at  earlier 
hours;  do  you  remember  the  answer  you  gave 
to  that  question? — I think  I said  that  so  far  as 
manual  labour  was  concerned  the  tendency  of 
the  times  was  to  shorten  the  hours  of  labour. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

9590.  Do  you  know  that  there  was  a Bill 
before  Parliament  this  year  with  the  view  of 
closing  the  shops  of  every  description  outside 
public-houses  at  an  earlier  hour  every  day'  in 
the  week  ? — I am  aware  of  that. 

9591.  And  thal  that  Bill  was  thrown  out  by 
the  House  of  Commons  by  a large  majority  ? — I 
would  not  be  at  all  astonished  at  that  judging 
from  their  being  sensible  men. 

9592.  You  know  that  as  a fact? — I do  not 
know  it  as  a fact. 

9593.  If  that  be  the  case  would  you  regard 
that  as  a tendency  of  the  times  towards  earlier 
closing? — Certainly  not. 

9594.  With  regard  to  the  bond  fide  traveller,  I 
suppose  you  would  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
a little  inconvenience  arises  to  residents  in  the 
suburbs  of  large  towns  owing  to  the  bad  conduct 
of  some  of  those  people,  w'ould  you  ? — Certainly 
not. 

9595.  But  do  you  think  that  the  large  number 
of  bona  fide  travellers  who  avail  themselves  of  the 
present  privilege  ought  all  to  be  punished  for  the 
sake  of  the  small  inconvenience  which  is  caused 
by  those  few  badly-conducted  people  ? — Cer- 
tainly not  : no  legislator  could  ever  entertain 
that  in  legislating  for  any  community  ; it  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  law. 

9596.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  is  a great 
amount  of  drinking  on  Saturday  night ; is  it  your 
opinion  that  the  remedy  proposed  is  likely  to 
produce  the  desired  result  ? — Certainly  not. 

9597.  Do  you  think  that  any  police  regulations 
that  may  be  introduced  would  have  the  effect  of 
checking  or  permanently  stopping  the  illicit  sale 
of  drink  or  putting  down  shebeen  houses? — 
Certainly  not.  No  amount  of  legislation  through 
the  hands  of  the  police  or  through  Parliament 
will  ever  check  the  onward  progress  of  drink. 

9598.  It  may  be  a temporary  check  if  there  is 
the  supervision  as  suggested  by  the  honourable 
Member  for  Cavan? — It  may. 

9599.  But  would  there  be  a permanent  stoppage 
to  illicit  drinking  ? — Certainly  not. 

9600.  Have  you  seen  any  opinions  expressed 
as  to  the  state  of  other  towns  where  similar  Acts 
to  those  proposed  for  Ireland  have  been  in  opera- 
tion for  any  length  of  time? — Yes,  I have  seen 
statements,  and  I have  seen  it  with  my  own  eyes. 

9601.  Have  you  seen  the  statement  concerning 
Glasgow  and  concerning  Cardiff? — I have  seen 
it.  It  is  in  a letter  of  my  bishop,  who  during  his 
course  of  being  a parish  priest  in  Ballycastle,  in 
the  erection  of  a new  church,  was  engaged  in  all 
the  large  towns,  in  fact  in  the  three  kingdoms, 
collecting  money.  He  gives  the  details,  in  that 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  the  licensed  vintners  in 
Dublin,  of  his  experience  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  in  Glasgow.  He  said,  so  far  as  I can  recol- 
lect (and  I recollect  reading  it  in  a newspaper), 
that  the  streets  might  be  quiet,  and  that  order 
and  regularity  might  be  said  to  prevail ; but  that 
the  police,  so  far  as  their  duties  outside  the 
public  thoroughfares  were  concerned,  seemed  to 
have  very  little  to  do ; but  if  he  went  into  the 
lanes  and  closes,  and  into  the  homes  of  the  poor, 
drunkenness  seemed  to  prevail  to  an  alarming 
extent  everywhere  he  went.  He  said  that  if  the 
Legislature  thought  it  wise  to  frame  their  laws 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  people  sober  by  Sun- 
day closing  it  was  altogether  misleading.  I have 
heard  of  a statement  made  by  some  of  the  clergy- 
men connected  with  Cardiff,  and  certainly,  from 
the  statements  that  I have  read  in  the  public 
prints,  I would  be  very  sorry,  either  by  word  or 
by  any  means  in  my  power,  to  bring  about  Sun- 
day closing  in  the  town  of  Belfast. 

9602.  That  is  the  object  which  you  have  in 
view  in  giving  evidence  here  to-day  ? — Yes,  cer- 
tainly. What  would  bring  me  here  otherwise  ? 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9603.  In  reply  to  the  honourable  Member  for 
Tyrone,  you  stated  that  you  would  not  object  to 
shortening  the  hours  of  opening  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  here  by  one  hour  ; is  that  so,  that  you 
would  not  object  to  it  ?— I would  be  satisfied. 

9604.  But  would  you  recommend  it ; it  is  not 
so  much  a recommendation  as  a fact;  you  have 
formed  no  decided  opinion  upon  the  subject  ? — 
Just  so. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 

9605.  You  have  said  that  you  would  advise  the 
Committee  to  make  the  experiment? — I would 
leave  the  matter  an  open  question. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9606.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that,  in  your  opinion, 
it  this  Committee  do  recommend  the  shorten  ma- 
o' the  hours  you  would  not  object,  but  that  you 
do  not  recommend  the  Committee  to  take  action 
in  that  direction  ; is  that  so  ?-- Yes.  I do  not 
recommend  the  Committee  to  do  so. 

9607.  But  if  the  Committee  did  take  such 
action,  you  simply  would  not  object? -Certainly 
I would  not  object. 

9608.  And  therefore,  so  far  as  you  are  con- 

cerned, it  is  purely  an  open  question  ?— Purely 
an  open  question.  J 

[The  Chairman  read  to  the  Committee  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Chairman,  enclosed  in 
an  envelope  addressed  to  Mr.  V.  W.  Russell, 
purporting  to  be  written  by  Mr.  J.  J.  White) 
the  Secretary  of  the  Grocers’  and  Vintners' 
Assistants’  Association  of  Dublin.] 


Mr.  John  J.  White,  called  in;  and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

9609.  You  are  Mr.  White,  are  you  not? 

Yes. 

9610.  You  are  the  Honorary  Secretary  to  the 
Grocers’  and  Vintners'  Assistants’  Association? 
—I  am  the  secretary. 

9611.  Where  is  your  office?— At  30,  Great 
Brunswick-street,  Dublin. 

9612.  Will  you  take  that  letter  into  your  hand 
(handing  a letter  to  the  Witness)  and  look  at  it; 

is  the  signature  to  that  letter  your  signature? 

Decidedly  not. 

9613.  Did  you  write  or  dictate  that  letter?  — 
No. 

9614.  Was  that  letter  sent  out  with  your 
knowledge  or  approval  ? — No. 

9615.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it? — I 


Chairman — continued. 

know  nothing  only  what  I have  seen  stated  in  the 
press.  I come  here  authorised  by  the  members 
of  my  association  with  a resolution  which  they 
passed,  “repudiating  the  statement  that  Mr. 
Russell  made,  that  he  had  a letter  from  the  secre- 
tary protesting  against  the  present  regulation 
of  hours  of  licensed  houses,  as  no  such  commuiii- 
catron  was  authorised  by  us  to  be  made  either  to 
the  Chairman,  to  Mr.  Russell,  or  to  any  member 
of  the  Select  Committee,  and  we  now  instruct 
our  secretary,  Mr.  White,  to  proceed  to  London 
and  to  contradict  in  person  the  statement  that 
the  members  of  this  association  are  in  favour  of 
either  early  Saturday  or  Sunday  closing.”  This 
I may  hand  in,  and  you  may  compare  it  with  the 
letter  ( delivering  in  the  same). 


The  Reverend  Robert  Power,  P.P.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 

9616.  You  are  parish  priest  of  Ballyneal  in  the 
diocese  of  Waterford? — Yes;  at  Carrick-on-Suir, 
m the  county  of  Tipperary. 

9617.  You  were  a long  time  in  the  city  of 
Waterford,  were  you  not? — Nineteen  years. 

9618.  You  were  curate  of  the  cathedral  parish, 
were  you  not? — Yes,  and  administrator.  I was 
curate  first  and  administrator  afterwards. 

9619.  During  that  time  did  you  make  a study 
of  this  question  of  closing  public-houses  on 
bun  day  and  earlier  on  Saturday?— I did  not  make 
it  a particular  study,  but  I always  have  had  the 
cause  of  temperance  at  heart,  and  have  joined 
every  association  and  every  effort  that  has  been 
made  in  the  cause  of  temperance  in  the  city  of 
Waterford. 

9620.  What  opinion  did  you  form  as  to  the 
C QCg_°^  ^ie  ^a'e  drinking  on  Saturday  night  and 


Mr.  T.  JV.  Russell — continued, 
on  Sundays  in  Waterford  ? — Atone  period  of  my 
time  in  Waterford  the  bishop  pressed  me  to  be- 
come the  head  of  a temperance  society  ; I did  so 
for  four  years,  and  I _ found  during  those  four 
years  that  when  any  of  my  members  broke  their 
pledges  it  was  generally  on  a Saturday  night.  I 
also  found  at  that  time  that  a great  number  of 
printers’  boys  and  youn<:  tradesmen  commenced 
their  career  of  intemperance  on  Saturday  nights. 

9621.  That  was  your  experience  as  president 

of  a large  and  flourishing  temperance  society? 

Yes. 

9622.  And  you  believe  that  this  breakdown  in 
those  young  men  originated  in  Saturday  night 
drinking?— They  generally  stop  working  at  an 
early  hour  on  Saturday,  and  time  very  often 
hangs  very  heavily  on  their  hands;  and  then 
before  they  were  boys  they  wished  to  become 
men,  and  they  joined  their  companions  in  the 

^ c ^ workyards 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
workyards  and  in . going  to  public-houses  on 
Saturdays. 

9623.  I suppose  that  the  drinking  on  Satur- 
day night  was  often  carried  on  until  Sunday  ? — 
Yes,  very  often.  I have  heard  from  employers 
of  labour  in  Waterford  that  there  is  great  diffi- 
culty in  getting  the  tradesmen  to  work  upon  the 
Monday  morning  in  consequence  of  the  drinking 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  that  they  were  often 
ill  on  the  Monday  morning ; that  was  the 
invariable  answer  that  the  employers  of  labour 
gave  me  in  the  city  of  Waterford. 

9624.  That  being  your  experience,  I suppose 
we  may  conclude  that  you  are  in  favour  of  the 
two  Bills  now  before  the  Committee?— Cer- 
tainly. 

9625.  The  one  for  closing  earlier  on  Saturday 
night  and  the  other  for  closing  altogether  on 
Sunday  ?— Yes  ; but  I am  not  so  very  decided 
on  the  latter  point  that  I would  not  give  one 
hour  on  the  Sunday  in  the  large  towns,  the 
dinner  hour.  I would  not  certainly  object  to 
an  artizan  or  a labourer  having  a pint  of  beer  on 
Sunday. 

9626.  That  is  in  the  five  large  towns?— Yes. 

9627.  Do  you  think  that  any  evil  in  the  form 
of  shebeening  would  arise  as  the  result  1—1  am 
of  opinion  that  if  the  clergymen  in  the  cities  did 
their  duty,  perhaps  aided  by  the  Act,  there 
would  be  very  little  shebeening.  I knoiv  that 
practically,  during  my  19  years  in  Waterford, 
there  were  very  few  cases  of  shebeening  or  illicit 
sale  of  liquor. 

9628.  Then  your  idea  is  this,  that  if  the 
Catholic  clergy  did  their  duty  with  the  aid  of 
legislation  in  a city  like  Waterford  and  in  large 
cities  generally,  where  the  police  are  ordinarily 
vigilant,  it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  she- 
beening to  become  a public  danger?— That  is 
my  opinion.  I must  add  that  my  experience 
is  that  the  police  are  not  at  all  as  vigilant  on  that 
point  as  they  are  on  others.  I think  that  where 
a population  contains  various  denominations  in  a 
city,  this  shebeening  is  a thing  that  would  not  be 
heard  of;  and  I think  that  if  the  police  were  as 
vigilant  on  that  point  as  they  are  on  others,  it 
would  not  be  heard  of. 

9629.  But  you  do  not  think  that  the  shebeen 
evil  would  be  of  such  a formidable  character  as 
to  balance  the  evil  that  is  wrought  by  the  open 
public-houses  now  ? — Certainly  not. 

9630.  From  your  long  experience  of  the  city 
of  Waterford,  would  you  say  that  there  is  much 
home  drinking  carried  on  in  the  houses  of  the 
people  ? — There  is  not ; I should  say  there  is 
very  little  home  drinking  at.  all  in  the  city  of 
Waterford.  The  home  drinking  occurs  from  the 
people  drinking  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and 
then  during  the  week ; in  order  to  cure  them- 
selves, they  get.  drink  at  home. 

9631.  1 suppose  all  your  life  you  have  gone  as 
much  about  amongst  the  people  as  any  clergy- 
man ? — I believe  that  some  people  think  that  I 
have  been  about  for  nineteen  yeara  as  much  as 
any  man  could  be. 

9632.  Have  you,  in  connection  with  the 
home  drinking,  made  any  observations  regarding 
the  intemperance  of  women  ? — I find  that  women 
who,  up  to  the  time  of  their  marriage,  did  not 
know  what  drink  was,  very  frequently  contract 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell— continued, 
the  habit  of  intoxication  by  going  to  the  public- 
houses  after  their  husbands  to  fetch  them  home  ; 
also  that  very  often  they  send  their  children  in 
that  way.  The  husband,  in  a half-excited  state 
from  what  he  has  drunk,  will  very  often  compel 
the  wife  and  the  children  to  take  drink.  I find 
most  deplorable  cases  of  women  who  have  been 
very  temperate,  and  did  not  know  the  taste  of 
drink  until  their  marriage,  become  hopeless  cases 
of  drunkenness  from  going  to  fetch  home  their 
husbands  from  the  public-houses. 

9633.  In  your  experience  of  the  drunkenness 
amongst  the  men,  have  you  traced  much  of  that 
drunkenness  to  drink  consumed  in  the  homes  ? — 
In  very  few  cases  that  I remember. 

9634.  What  do  you  know  as  the  state  of 
public  opinion  in  the  city  of  Waterford  as 
regards  those  two  measures  ? — I think  there  is  no 
subject  that  is  more  difficult  to  obtain  a public 
opinion  upon,  as  the  influence  of  the  traders  is  so 
powerful  on  the  subject,  in  fact,  to  my  knowledge, 
people  are  afraid  of  the  influence  of  the  traders, 
both  in  Parliament  and  outside  Parliament,  people 
to  my  certain  knowledge  are  afraid  to  give  their 
opinion  upon  the  matter  ; that  is  my  opinion. 

9635.  But  speaking  as  a priest  with  your  ex- 
perience, do  you  think  that  the  public  opinion  of 
Waterford  is  in  favour  of  these  two  Bills  ? — I 
believe  that  if  coolly  and  calmly  they  were  can- 
vassed from  house  to  house  by  a priest  who  had 
the  interest  of  his  cause  at  heart,  and  asked 
coolly,  and  the  case  put  before  them  strongly, 
you  would  have  a very  large  majority  of  people 
in  favour  both  of  Saturday  earlier  closing  and  of 
Sunday  closing,  excepting  one  hour,  perhaps, 
because  a good  number  of  people  like,  at  the 
dinner-hour,  to  have  a pint  of  beer. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9636.  You  said  you  put  the  case  strongly ; 
would  not  you  say  that  you  put  the  case  fairly  ? 
— I think  I said  coolly. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9637.  You  believe  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Waterford  would  be  in  favour  of  this 
Bill  ? — Yes. 

9638.  Do  you  think  that  greater  harm  is  done 
by  the  late  Saturday  night  drinking  than  by 
Sunday  drinking? — I think  that  the  harm  of  the 
Saturday  night  drinking  is  worse. 

9639.  Looking  to  the  mischief  that  is  done  by 
Saturday  drinking,  there  is  no  question  in  your 
mind  about  the  advantage  of  shortening  the  time 
of  Saturday  night  drinking  ? — No. 

9640.  And  that  cannot  be  promoted  from  a 
feeling  of  Sabbatarianism? — No. 

9641.  Have  you  read  or  heard  of  any  strong 
opinion  outside  the  trade  against  Saturday  early 
closing? — Never. 

9642.  You  think  that  the  feeling  in  favour  of 
Saturday  early  closing  is  stronger  than  the  feel- 
in  a-  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing? — Yes.  I think 
that  the  shortening  of  the  hours  on  Saturday 
■would  be  tended  with  the  greatest  advantage. 
In  the  course  of  my  professional  duty  at  the  ca- 
thedral I go  into  the  streets  on  Saturday  nights, 
and  I am  more  troubled  and  annoyed  in  Water- 
ford on  a Saturday  than  on  all  the  six  days  of 
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the  week there  is  more  rowdyism  and  crime  on 
Saturday  night  than  on  the  other  six  days. 

9643.  And  that  you  say  is  caused  by  the  Satur- 
day night  drinking  ? — Yes. 

9644.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the 
working  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  the  City 
of  Waterford? — I was  just  reading  over  a 
Parliamentary  Return  which  an  honourable 
Member  moved  for,  which  shows  that  in  con- 
sequence of  lessening  the  hours  on  Sundays 
there  was  a very  large  percentage  less  of  evil 
than  in  the  corresponding  six  months  in  the 
former  year  ; I forget  what  year  it  was,  but  it 
is  in  the  Parliamentary  paper.  There  were  only 
22  committals  in  the  course  of  1887  in  Water- 
ford. 

9645.  Only  22  per  Sunday  owing  to  the 
shortened  hours  ? — Yes,  and  in  the  entire  Cities 
and  counties  of  Ireland  there  were  only  700 
committals  in  that  half  year,  whereas  there  were 
about  3,300  in  the  corresponding  half  year. 

9646.  Then  the  Committee  may  take  it  that 
from  your  experience  as  curate  and  as  admi- 
nistrator of  the  cathedral  church  for  19  years, 
you  are  in  favour  of  closing  the  public-houses  at 
an  early  hour  on  Saturday  and  closing  them  on 
Sundays,  with  the  exception  of  one  hour  for 
dinner  ? — Certainly'. 

9647.  And  you  think  that  that  would  be 
supported  by  the  public  opinion  of  the  City  of 
Waterford,  fairly  polled? — I certainly  think  .so, 
but  very  often  people  are  carried  away  by  excite- 
ment and  by  public  meetings,  so  that  I could  not 
answer  that  question,  but  as  I said  before,  if 
they  were  asked  coolly  by  men  who  had  their 
interests  at  heart,  I have  no  doubt  in  the  world 
that  their  opinion  would  be  to  close  early  on 
Saturday  and  entirely  on  Sunday,  excepting  for 
one  hour. 

9648.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to 
make  ? — I would  suggest  that  means  should  be 
taken  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people, 
especially  to  improve  their  dwellings.  So  long 
as  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  people  are  so  bad 
in  those  tenement  houses  in  which  they  live, 
there  is  a great  temptation  for  them  to  go  into 
the  gin  palaces  and  the  public-houses. 

9649.  Does  that  apply  to  Waterford;  are 
there  tenement  houses  there? — Yes;  1 cannot 
help  thinking  that  if  we  had  self-government  in 
Ireland  the  Government  would  be  better  able  to 
attend  to  those  things.  The  business  in  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  is  so  great  that  they  cannot 
attend  to  the  temperance  cause  in  Ireland. 

9650.  You  think  that  political  agitation  would 
go  against  the  temperance  cause  ? — I say.  that  if 
we  had  self-government  in  Ireland  we  might  be 
able  to  make  our  own  laws  and  a number  of  other 
things,  which  you  have  not  time  to  attend  to 
here,  the  glut  of  business  being  so  great.  I 
would  suggest  reading  rooms  and  public  places 
of  amusement  for  manly  exercises,  such  as  cricket 
and  football ; all  these  conduce  to  the  soberisation 
of  the  people. 

9651.  Is  there  anything  else  which  you  would 
suggest  ? — I think  a great  thing  is  a from  house- 
to-house  visit  by  the  clergymen  to  try  to.  make 
every  man’s  house  his  palace,  I mean  to  induce 
them  to  keep  their  houses  neat  and  clean.  As  I 
said  before,  people  are  tempted  to  go  to  the 
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public-house  because  their  own  houses  are  so 
badly  kept. 

9652.  You  must  not  think  that  we  do  not 
sympathise  with  you  upon  that  point,  but  a good 
deal  of  that  is  outside  the  scope  of  our  inquiry, 
and  therefore  I must  not  go  into  that,  but  I will 
ask  you  if  the  public-house  continues  to  be  open 
as  it  is  now,  would  not  the  improvements  which 
you  suggest  in  your  opinion  be  seriously  marred 
and  hindered? — I think  so.  I think  there  is 
nothing  so  calculated  to  make  a place  degraded 
as  having  the  public-houses  open  till  eleven 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night.  As  I stated  awhile 
ago,  the  men’s  wages  are  paid  by  two  o’clock  on 
Saturday,  so  that  they  have  plenty  of  time  to  do 
their  marketing  and  make  their  purchases  and  to 
get  any  refreshment  early  in  the  evening,  and 
if  they  go  wandering  about  the  street  later 
in  the  evening,  I think  it  is  for  no  good  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9653.  Your  evidence  is  entirely  confined  to 
Waterford,  is  it? — Yes,  my  evidence  is  entirely 
confined  to  Waterford. 

9654.  Do  you  know  Father  Mockler  of  Water- 
ford ? — Yes  ; very  well. 

9655.  Is  he  a temperance  advocate  as  well  as 
you  ? — Yes. 

9656.  Is  he  not  head  of  the  Temperance  Asso- 
ciation?— Yes;  when  I gave  up  my  place  on 
the  Temperance  Association  he  succeeded  me. 

9657.  Has  he  carried  on  the  work  with  as 
mnch  success  as  you  did  previously? — I think 
that  is  hardly  a fair  question  to  ask. 

9658.  At  any  rate,  is  it  a flourishing  associa- 
tion ? — I do  not  know  that  it  is. 

9659.  Does  his  opinion  coincide  with  yours 
upon  this  question  ? — I know  at  one  time  it  did.  I 
do  not  know  whether  he  has  changed  his  opinion. 
I know  that  when  we  were  working  together  he 
was  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing ; I have  not  met 
him  for  some  time. 

9660.  Do  you  know  that  he  has  made  a public 
statement  on  the  matter?— I heard  something  to 
that  effect,  but  I have  not  seen  his  letter. 

9661.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that  he 
said  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  as  at  present 
carried  out,  has  led  to  an  increase  of  shebeening 
and  consequent  increase  of  immorality  ? — I know 
he  complained  to  me  that  the  police  were  not 
doing  all  that  ought  to  be  done,  but  I am  quite 
sure  that  Father  Mockler  is  as  much  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  as  I am. 

9662.  But  1 understand  you  have  not  heard  his 
opinion  lately  ? — N o. 

9663.  Should  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
curtailment  of  the  hours  has  led  to  shebeening, 
and  consequent  immorality  ? — That  is  a state- 
ment that  I would  be  very  slow  in  believing.  I 
know  there  were  very  few  cases  of  shebeening  in 
the  cathedral  parish  so  long  as  I was  there. 

9664.  Should  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
this  clergymen  who  succeeded  you  in  your  duties 
as  temperance  leader  has  expressed  that  opinion 
as  the  result  of  his  experience  ? — I am  not  at  all 
surprised. 

9665.  Has  he  not  had  as  good  opportunities  of 
judging  as  you  have? — Of  course  a man  may 
have  changed  his  opinions  from  some  change  in 
circumstances ; at  the  same  time  I must  add  that 
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I am  quite  sure  Father  Mockler  is  quite  as  much 
in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  and  earlier  closing 
on  Saturdays,  as  l am,  whatever  he  may  have  said. 

9666.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  last 
witness? — Yes. 

9667.  Did  you  hear  what  he  stated  with  regard 
to  the  danger  likely  to  arise  from  an  extension  of 
the  Act  to  Belfast?- — Yes. 

9668.  What  is  your  opinion  upon  his  evidence  ? 
— I entirely  disagree  with  it. 

9669.  You  think  that  no  evils  will  arise  such 
as  he  supposes  ? — In  every  reform  there  would 
be  evils,  but  I think  if  the  clergymen  of  the 
various  denominations,  aided  by  the  authorities, 
look  out  as  sharply  upon  that  point  as  they  do 
upon  others,  there  will  be  very  few  abuses. 

9670.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Police  Acts 
are  administered  in  other  countries,  in  Scotland 
and  Wales,  for  instance,  without  complaint  from 
the  public? — I do  not  know  anything  of  the 
working  in  any  country  except  Ireland. 

9671.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergymen  of  Glasgow  and 
Cardiff  have  deplored  the  result  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Acts  in  those  countries  ? — I should  be 
surprised  at  nothing  ; extraordinary  things  happen 
from  time  to  time.  Of  course  I am  not~prepared 
to  give  evidence  with  regard  to  Wales,  or  Scot- 
land, or  England.  I am  just  speaking  of  the  ex- 
perience I have  had  for  19  years. 

9672.  You  heard  the  last  witness’s  evidence,  I 
think ; did  you  read  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Tynan, 
of  Dublin  ? — I did.  . 

9673.  Is  not  he  a good  authority  ? — I entirely 
disagree  with  his  evidence.  I was  astonished 
when  he  gave  nine-tenths  as  the  proportion  of 
drunkards  who  commenced  by  home  drinking. 

9674.  You  entirely  disagree  with  Dr.  Tynan’s 
evidence,  do  you? — 1 do  with  that  portion  of  his 
evidence. 

967;i.  And  do  you  disagree  with  the  evidence 
of  Father  Convery,  of  Belfast,  with  regard  to  the 
probable  evils  which  would  arise  from  Sunday 
closing? — Entirely;  nothing  has  changed  my 
opinion  ; no  human  power  can  change  the  evi- 
dence which  I have  given;  I am  quite  convinced 
on  the  point. 

9676.  You  admit  that  these  gentlemen  have 
very  great  opportunities  of  observation? — I 
submit  that  I have  the  same  opportunities  of 
observation,  and  I differ  from  their  evidence.  I 
submit  that  I am  quite  as  entitled  to  my  opinion 
as  anybody  else,  and  that  opinion  will  not  change 
for  anybody. 

Chairman. 

9677.  I suppose  if  everybody’s  opinion  was 
the  same  Parliament  would  not  go  to  the  trouble 
of  appointing  a Select  Committee  on  the  subject  ? 
— Quite  so. 

9678.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  of  Father 
Sheehan  ? — Yes. 

9679.  Did  you  see  that  he  said  that  in  his 
opinion  10  cases  of  home-drinking  would  be 
worse  than  20  cases  of  public-house  drinking? 
— I do  not  remember  his  exact  words,  but,  taken 
as  a whole,  I agree  with  his  evidence. 

9680.  And  you  agree  with  that  statement  ? — 
Yes,  I do;  but,  as  I said  before,  I do  not  believe 
the  Irish  people  as  a body  become  drunkards 
from  home  drinking. 


Mr  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9681.  That  is,  you  think  it  is  'because  they 
have  facilities  in  public-houses? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9682.  Did  you  see  the  Bishop  of  Waterford’s 
letter  on  this  subject  ?— No : I happened  to  be 
away  at  the  time,  and  did  not  see  it. 

9683.  Do  you  know  his  opinion  upon  the  mat- 
ter?— No. 

9684.  Are  you  not  aware  that  he  would  not 
give  an  opinion  as  to.  the  advisability  of  extend- 
ing the  Act  to  all  cities  that  have  been  exempted 
hitherto  ? — He  is  very  slow  in  giving  an  opinion; 
it  is  not  very  easy  to  get  his  opinion. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 

9685.  Did  you  know  the  previous  Bishop  of 
Waterford? — Yes. 

9686.  What  was  his  opinion? — He  was  in 
favour  of  shortening  the  time  on  Saturday.  I 
knew  him  very  well  because  I was  his  coadjutor. 

9687.  He  was  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing, 
was  he  not? — Not  entirely;  he  was  in  favour  of 
shortening  the  hours  on  Saturday ; and  I think 
he  always  said  he  would  like  to  give  the  men  their 
drink  at  dinner  on  Sunday  ; that  is  his  opinion. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

9688.  You  do  not  know  the  present  Bishop’s 
opinion? — No;  I may  say  I have  not  been  in 
Waterford  for  many  years. 

9689.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Mayor 
of  Waterford? — Yes,  I did. 

9690.  I suppose  you  are  aware  that  he  stated 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Waterford  and  the 
Corporation  of  Waterford  have  petitioned  against 
these  Bills? — A-  I stated  before,  I repeat  again, 
there  is  no  question  about  the  difficulty  of  getting 
a fair  and  unimpassioned  opinion,  because  the 
influence  of  the  liquor  traffic  both  in  and  out 
of  Parliament  is  something  tremendous. 

9691.  I will  ask  you  some  questions  with  re- 
gard to  that ; how  do  they  tyrannise  over  the 
people  in  the  manner  you  describe  ? — I cannot 
well  tell  that. 

9692.  Y'ou  must  have  some  grounds  for  your 
opinion? — I do  not  think  that  they  tyrannise 
exactly. 

9693.  It  would  amount  to  that  if  people  are 
deterred  from  giving  their  opinion  ? — They  may 
make  things  very  unpleasant. 

9694.  How? — If  you  are  a member  of  the 
corporation  and  have  a good  many  publicans  as 
your  constituents,  they  would  vote  against  you 
when  your  term  expires,  I suppose,  and  in  that 
way  a great  number  of  people  are  tyrannised  over, 

I am  sure. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9695.  That  applies  to  Members  of  Parliament 
also,  I presume? — Yes,  and  to  the  corporation. 

9696.  Do  you  remember  Major  O'Gorman 
coming  to  grief  in  connection  with  the  course  he 
took  in  regard  to  this  matter? — Yes,  and  he  got 
more  “plumpers”  than  any  member  who  stood 
for  a Waterford  constituency. 

9697.  He 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9697.  He  was  thrown  out? — Yes, he  was. 

9698.  Therefore  the  publican  interest  did  not 
deter  the  people  who  voted  for  Major  O’Gorman  ? 
— Major  O’Gorman  was  thrown  out  by  the  publi- 
cans, notwithstanding  that  he  got  more  votes 
than  anybody  who  stood  for  a Waterford  con- 
stituency. 

9699.  What  is  the  number  of  public-houses  in 
Waterford? — Two  hundred  and  seventeen. 

9700.  And  what  is  the  number  of  electors  ? — 
I could  not  tell  you  that. 

9701.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  200  publicans 
overturned  the  election  and  out-voted  all  the 
other  people  ? — Sixty-three,  I think,  turned  the 
scale  (he  other  day  in  Ayr.  When  you  ask  me 
whether  217  would  rometimes  turn  the  scale,  I 
say  that  one  will  turn  the  scale  sometimes. 
Very  often  a man  is  glad  to  get  in  even  by  a 
majority  of  one. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9702.  What  you  mean  is  that  a solid  body  of 
men  who  will  stand  by  one  another,  and  will 
simply  say.  Letting  politics  alone  we  will  vote  for 
the  man  who  supports  the  measures  we  want, 
might  be  enough  to  turn  the  scale  ? — They  would 
turn  the  scale. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9703.  But  how  do  they  intimidate  people  from 
speaking  their  own  opinion  ? — That  is  a question 
which  I could  not  answer. 

9704.  But  you  made  that  statement  just  now  ; 
you  must  have  some  ground  for  your  statement? 
— I said  so  because  I have  known  from  experi- 
ence a man  to  entertain  a private  opinion  on  this 
subject  and  be  afraid  to  advance  it  as  his  opinion 
in  public.  I have  known  persons  who  have 
worked  with  me  in  the  temperance  cause  at 
Waterford,  where  I have  worked  with  members 
of  friendly  societies,  with  Protestants,  and  Pres- 
byterians, and  so  on,  who  have  advocated  these 
views  in  my  hall  at  Waterford,  and  who  were 
afterwards  afraid  to  support  their  views  in 
public. 

9705.  Are  there  not  a great  number  of  work- 
ing men  in  Waterford?— Yes. 

9706.  Employed  in  various  establishments  in 
the  city  and  on  the  quay  side? — Yes. 

9707.  Are  not  those  people  perfectly  indepen- 
dent of  the  publicans  or  brewers? — In  every 
town  where  great  excitement  is  carried  on  by 
speechifying  the  people  get  excited,  and  then 
cannot  give  a cool  vote. 

9708.  Surely  a social  question  like  this  is  not 
carried  on  with  excitement  ? — I think  it  is  carried 
on  by  excitement,  and  as  I said  awhile  ago,  if 
the  people  were  canvassed  from  house  to  house 
by  persons  who  were  only  anxious  to  find  out 
what  their  real  interests  were,  they  would  have  a 

reat  majority  in  favour  of  restricting  it  to  one 
our  on  Sundays,  and  in  favour  of  early  closing 
on  Saturday. 

9709.  But  that  has  not  been  done,  has  it  ? — 
It  was  done  nine  years  ago  in  one  instance. 

9710.  Taking  into  account  the  activity  of  the 
association  for  furthering  this  legislation,  do  you 
not  think  if  this  valuable  opinion  could  be  ascer- 
tained from  these  people  so  favourable  as  your 
have  suggested,  they  could  have  obtained  it  ? — I 
think  that  was  done  some  years  ago,  in  1882. 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

9711.  Is  there  any  power  in  Waterford  in  any 
trade  which  would  deter  these  large  masses  of 
working  men  from  giving  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject  if  they  desired  to  do  so  ? — Thare  is  no 
power  that  I am  aware  of,  except  that  the  in- 
fluence of  those  trading  in  liquor  is  very  great, 
as  I have  said. 

9712.  But  what  influence  would  they  have 
over  these  independent- minded  people? — That  is 
a question  I cannot  answer  except  by  saying,  as  I 
have  told  you,  that  I have  known  men  advocate 
views  in  favour  of  early  Saturday  closing,  and 
limiting  the  Sunday  opening  to  one  hour,  who 
have  been  afraid  to  make  known  their  views  in 
public. 

9713.  What  class  of  men  do  you  refer  to? — 
Tradesmen,  coopers,  and  artizans.  I have  known 
an  alderman  who  was  at  one  time  in  favour  of 
early  Saturday  closing  and  Sunday  closing  who 
has  gone  entirely  to  the  other  side  because  he  is 
afraid  of  being  put  out  of  the  corporation ; that 
is  a public  fact. 

9714.  You  know,  of  course,  that  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  members  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  do 
not  depend  upon  the  votes  of  the  publicans  ? — 
They  do  in  some  cases  in  a town. 

9715.  In  very  few  cases  surely  ? — There  would 
be  perhaps  four  or  five  guardians  in  a town  who 
would. 

9716.  Out  of  how  many  ? — Out  of  28  or  30. 

9717.  Surely  there  would  be  more  than  that 
in  Waterford? — I will  say  perhaps  30. 

9718.  Do  you  not  know  that  their  clients  or 
constituents  are  largely  in  the  country  ? — Yes. 

9719.  And  they  could  not  be  influenced  by 
any  publican  interest,  could  they  ? — Really  I can- 
not say  that. 

9720.  You  know  that  they  have  petitioned 
against  these  measures,  I presume  ?-. — I repeat,  if 
I or  anybody  having  the  interests  of  the  people 
at  heart  went  to  ihem,  and  quietly  put  the  matter 
before  them,  they  would  vote  for  earlier  closing 
on  Saturday,  both  the  men  and  their  wives  and 
their  children. 

9721.  How  much  of  that  would  be  due  to  your 
own  personal  influence  if  they  did  so  ? — I mean 
if  a perfect  stranger,  whom  they  knew  to  be  an 
honest  man,  and  whom  they  knew  to  have  their 
interests  at  heart,  were  to  put  it  before  them, 
they  would  vote  for  early  closing  on  Saturday, 
and  for  closing  on  Sunday  except  for  an  hour. 
I would  be  in  favour  of  letting  a man  have  his 
pint  of  beer,  or  quart  of  beer  lor  dinner.  I look 
upon  a pint  of  beer  as  I should  upon  a pint  of 
water,  and  I would  not  deny  it  to  anybody  for 
his  dinner  if  he  can  stop  there  ; but  what  I fear 
is  that  the  rising  generation  will  become  drunk- 
ards from  the  late  opening  on  Saturday  night, 
and  that  it  will  ruin  the  country. 

9722.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  curtailment 
of  the  hours,  or  the  total  closing  of  public-houses 
on  Sunday,  or  the  shortening  of  the  hours  on 
Saturday,  will  very  likely  lead  to  an  increase  of 
home  drinking? — 1 do  not  think  so  at  all. 

9723.  You  say  that  women  have  contracted  a 
habit  of  drinking  in  public-houses? — Yes. 

9724.  Do  you  not  think  that  they  would  be 
more  likely  to  contract  that  habit  if  the  drink 
were  taken  at  home? — I do  not  think  so.  A 
man  only  takes  home  a pint  of  porter,  we  will 

3 C 4 say. 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
say,  on  a Sunday,  and  if  he  confines  himself  to 
that  there  is  no  desire  for  the  woman  to  drink. 
It  is  only  when  a man  has  become  excited  and  is 
half  drunk  that  he  compels  his  wife  and  even  his 
children  to  drink.  That,  I think,  is  the  object 
to  be  kept  in  view ; that  the  men  should  take 
their  beer  as  part  of  their  food,  and  not  go  to  the 
public- houses.  Some  of  them  now  will  go  into 
a public-house  and  stay  there  for  three  or  four 
hours  singing  and  drinking. 

9725.  You  said  something  about  home  legis- 
lation on  this  subject;  do  you  think  it  would  be 
possible  for  us  if  we  were  legislating  on  this  sub- 
ject ourselves  to  draft  such  a Bill  as  would  have 
the  co-operation  of  all  classes  of  the  people  ? — I 
would  not  say  all,  but  I should  say  the  great 
majority  of  the  people.  Whatever  legislation  our 
own  Parliament  might  make,  the  people  would 
co-operate  with  them,  and  try  to  make  it  effec- 
tual. 

9726.  And  more  effectual  than  the  proposed 
measures  could  be  expected  to  be? — T think  if 
our  o»n  Parliament  drew  up  a measure  it  would 
have  greater  co-operation  than  any  other  body 
of  men. 

9727.  There  is  an  idea  in  the  minds  of  some 
members  of  the  Committee  that  the  police  do 
not  carry  out  the  Act  with  an  equal  hand ; have 
you  any  experience  in  Waterford  or  in  the 
country  where  you  are  to  that  effect  ? — I believe 
that  they  often  act  through  private  spleen. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9728.  Do  they  act  unfairly  to  the  Nationalists? 
— I think  some  of  them  do  sometimes.  I have 
had  to  speak  to  some  of  the  police  myself,  and  to 
tell  them  that  I would  bring  their  conduct  before 
the  public  authorities  if  they  would  not  mete  out 
justice  to  everybody  in  the  parish  with  an  equal 
hand. 

Chairman. 

9729.  Have  you  found  the  result  satisfactory 
since  you  remonstrated  with  them? — Yes;  very 
satisfactory  since  then.  There  is  one  thing  more 
which  I wanted  to  suggest.  I think  that  in  every 
district  there  should  be  a public  inspector  who 
should  be  empowered  to  go  into  public-houses, 
and  act  as  he  would  if  he  was  examining  milk ; 
that  is  to  say,  he  should  analyse  the  liquor,  and 
if  it  contained  anything  poisonous  the  parties 
should  be  subjected  to  a fine,  and  the  license 
dealt  with. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9730.  T understand  that  cases  have  come  under 
your  observation  where  the  police  have  used  the 
Sunday  Closing  Acts  and  the  Licensing  Laws 
for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  publicans  of 
Nationalist  opinions? — Yes,  I know  of  two  cases. 

9731.  I asked  you  just  now  as  to  some  former 
evidence  of  Father  Sheehan’s  in  reference  to 
home  drinking ; the  question  which  I alluded  to 
was  number  7662,  which  is  this  : “ Do  you  not 
know  that  that  is  a more  dangerous  class  of  drink- 
ing ” (I  alluded  to  home  drinking).  “ (A.)  Yes, 
and  I said  a moment  ago  that  for  100  cases  of 
drunkenness  in  the  police  courts  50  cases  in  the 
homes  would  be  worse.  (Q.)  There  will  be  a 
oreater  excess  of  home  drinking,  which  is  the 
greater  evil,  in  your  opinion? — (A.)  Yes;  but 
remember  this,  that  there  will  not  be  such  an 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
amount  of  home  drinking  as  will  counterbalance 
the  amount  of  good  that  will  come  from  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act.  Fifty  or  100  get  drunk  now  with 
open  public-houses.  Fifty  of  these  people,  no, 
20  perhaps,  or  10  of  them,  will  get  drunk  if  this 
Act  be  passed.  That  10  would  be  as  bad  as  20 
cases  of  drunkenness  in  public-houses.”  What 
do  you  say  to  that? — I agree  with  every  word  of 
that.  That  is  very  plain,  I think. 

Mr.  Peter  M(  Donald. 

9732.  May  I ask  you  if,  in  giving  your  evi- 
dence here,  you  speak  for  yourself  only  or  in  a 
representative  capacity  ; that  is,  as  representing 
the  general  public  ?— I speak  merely  from  my 
own  experience  of  19  years,  and  I come  here  in 
no  capacity  but  my  own. 

9733.  You  speak  only  in  your  individual  capa- 
city for  yourself? — Precisely  so. 

9734.  Would  you  put  your  individual  opinion 
against  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation,  and  of 
the  Poor  Law  Board,  and  of  the  Mayor  of 
Waterford,  and  of  Father  Mockler,  and  of  those 
other  representative  gentlemen?— If  you  attended 
to  my  former  evidence,  you  will,  no  doubt,  re- 
member that  I said  there  is  nothing  in  the  evi- 
dence which  I have  given  that  the  opinion  of  any 
corporation  or  any  body  of  men  could  change. 

9735.  And  your  opinion,  I may  infer,  is  de- 
rived from  the  experience  you  have  had  as  having 
been, for  18  years  a temperance  advocate? — Yes  ; 
and  that  I have  always  had  the  wants  and  good 
of  the  people  at  heart,  1 may  say,  perhaps  as 
much  as  anybody.  That  is  the  effect  of  my 
inquiries  in  my  anxiety  to  soberise  the  people. 

9736.  I quite  understand  that,  and  of  course 
we  all  admit  your  disinterestedness,  but  is  it  not  at 
the  same  time  possible  that  you  may  take  a one- 
sided view  of  the  question  in  consequence  of 
your  close  connection  with  the  temperance 
cause  ? — That  is  scarcely  possible  in  the  case  of 
a man  seeing  every  phase  and  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  meeting  every  class,  as  I have  done  for 
so  long  a time. 

9737.  How  do  you  do  account  for  the  fact  ? — 
Dr.  Convery,  the  administrator  of  Belfast,  and 
Dr.  Tynan,  who  was  the  private  secretary  of  two 
archbishops  in  Dublin,  and  who  is  now  the  parish 
priest  of  one  of  the  central  parishes  in  Dublin, 
have  given  evidence  totally  the  reverse  of  your 
own? — It  is  quite  possible  it  may  be,  perhaps, 
that  the  habits  aiid  customs  of  people  in  Belfast 
and  Dublin  may  be  different  from  the  habits  and 
customs  of  people  in  W aterford. 

9738.  Then  we  may  narrow  it  down  to  this, 
that  in  giving  your  evidence  you  only  speak  for 
yourself,  and  you  only  speak  for  the  people  of 
Waterford? — I speak  from  an  experience  of  19 
years. 

9739.  And,  consequently,  may  I infer  that  you 
would  not  restrict  the  people  of  Belfast,  and  the 
people  of  Dublin,  and  the  people  of  Limerick,  and 
the  people  of  the  other  exempted  cities,  in  the  same 
manner  as  you  would  restrict  the  people  in  Water- 
ford ?_I  offer  an  opinion  for  no  other  city  except 
the  city  that  I have  worked  in. 

9740.  You  spoke  of  an  alderman  having 

ohano-ed  his  opinion  upon  the  question  of  Sunday 
closing,  why  did  he  do  that  ? — I cannot  form  an 
idea.  „ , , , 

9741.  I thought 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

9741.  I thought  you  said  it  was  because  he 
was  afraid  of  not  being  re-elected  ? — That  is  my 
opinion ; but  he  may  have  had  some  better 
reason. 

9742.  What  is  the  general  constituency  he 
desired  to  represent? — I do  not  think  that  I 
should  be  required  to  answer  that  question. 

9743.  What  would  be  the  number  of  the 
publicans  in  the  ward  which  he  wished  to  repre- 
sent; supposing  it  was  a dozen,  would  that  be  a 
sufficient  element  to  influence  the  election? — I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  ward  in  Waterford 
where  the  publicans  would  be  confined  to  a 
dozen. 

9744.  Let  us  say  two  dozen  ; supposing  there 
were  24  men,  would  that  be  sufficient  to  turn 
it? — I could  not  answer  that ; I do  not  know  the 
proportion  of  publicans  to  the  other  constituents. 

9745.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  he  changed  his 
opinion  because  he  knew  that  the  public  opinion 
of  the  burgesses  of  that  ward  was  opposed  to  any 
restrictive  legislation  on  the  subject?— As  far  as 
I can  ascertain  he  has  changed  his  opinion 
because  he  thought  it  would  be  brought  before 
the  Corporation  by  the  publicans. 

9746.  That  is  to  say,  his  fear  arose  from  the 
fact  that  he  knew  that  the  majority  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  ward  were  opposed  to  any 
restrictive  legislation  ? — That  may  be  so. 

9747.  Are  you  sure  it  is  so?— I am  not  sure 
by  any  means.  As  I say,  I think  he  was  afraid 
that  the  publicans  would  turn  the  scale. 

9748.  But  that  would  be  only  24  publicans  out 
of  a ward  where  there  may  be  500  or  600 
voters  ? — I do  not  know  that. 

Chairman. 

9749.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge 
what  the  number  of  the  constituents  for  muni- 
cipal purposes  in  Waterford  is? — I do  not. 

Mr.  Peter  M(Donald. 

9750.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
licensed  traders  would  be  a very  small  fraction  of 
the  total  number  of  burgesses  in  each  ward  ? — 
Yes,  I admit  that. 

9751.  Therefore  we  may  naturally  infer  that 
that  small  fractional  number  could  not  exercise 
an  overpowering  influence  upon  the  majority  of 
the  burgesses? — You  must  remember  that  there 
is  no  man  engaged  in  the  sale  of  liquor  that 
would  not  be  able  to  influence  two  more  men. 
As  a rule  each  man  would  have  intimate  friends 
whom  he  would  be  able  to  influence,  so  that  as  a 
rule  each  publican  would  be  able  to  influence 
two  or  three  men  ; that  would  swell  the  24  to  60. 

9752.  In  any  case  may  we  infer  that  the 
Alderman  you  speak  of  changed  his  opinion 
because  he  found  that  the  great  prevalence  of 
opinion  was  against  any  change  in  the  law  ? — I 
do  not  admit  that.  He  changed  his  opinion,  as  I 
understand,  because  he  was  afraid  that  the 
publicans  would  turn  the  scale. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9753.  Did  you  take  steps  to  ascertain  whether 
that  was  his  motive  ? — No.  I heard  so.  It  is 
purely  hearsay. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9754.  In  answer  to  a question  just  now,  you 
made  use  of  the  expression  that  a man  sometimes 
compels  his  wife  to  drink  ? — What  I said  was, 
that  when  men  are  in  an  excited  state  they  some- 
times use  force.  I have  myself,  when  1 have 
gone  into  a public-house,  seen  a husband  there 
catch  hold  of  his  wife  and  put  the  liquor  up  to 
her  lips. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9755.  And  make  her  drink  ? — Yes;  that  is  the 
reason  I use  the  word  force. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9756.  Is  not  that  good  nature  ?— I believe  that 
all  our  natures  are  a little  excited  if  we  take 
liquor. 

9757.  But  you  must  not  do  an  injustice  to  the 
Irish  chai-acter  ; that  was  merely  good  nature  on 
the  husband’s  part,  was  it  not? — I think  it  was 
very  bad  nature. 

9758.  But  was  it  not  merely  kindly  feeling  on 
his  part  ? — I do  not  know  what  feeling  he  may 
have  had. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9759.  Was  not  that  a very  exceptional  case  ? — 
By  no  means.  I have  found  such  cases  repeatedly 
on  Saturday  nights  when  I have  gone  into  the 
public-houses  myself. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9760.  In  short,  you  know  many  cases  of  men 
tempting  their  wives  to  drink  ? — Yes,  tempting 
their  wives  and  children  to  drink. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

9761.  I may  put  it  in  this  way  : you  have  seen 
women  who  were  unwilling  to  drink  having  to 
drink  because  their  husbands  intimidate  them? — 
Yes,  and  by  that  means  becoming  intemperate. 
I would  look  upon  that  as  compulsion. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9762.  The  husband  being  under  the  impression 
that  the  drink  would  do  his  wife  good  ? — I do 
not  know  as  to  that.  Perhaps  next  morning  he 
would  give  her  a black  eye  when  he  found  that 
she  had  had  drink. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9763.  You  said  in  your  previous  evidence  that 
you  considered  that  one  hour  on  Sunday  would 
be  quite  sufficient  to  enable  people  to  get  their 
dinner  beer? — Yes. 

9764.  On  what  grounds  do  you  base  that  state- 
ment ; have  you  a sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
subject  to  be  able  to  limit  the  time  to  an  hour  on 
Sunday  ? — Yes,  I should  say  the  dinner  hour.  1 
would  not  grudge  any  man  a pint  or  a quart  of 
beer  at  his  dinner.  I would  look  upon  it  as  a 
hardship  not  to  give  some  portion  of  time  on 
Sunday  when  he  would  be  able  to  get  his  beer. 
When  I say  an  hour  I do  not  limit  it  to  the  exact 
number  of  minutes.  I should  say,  perhaps,  an  hour 
and  a-half. 

9765.  That  is  a very  different  thing,  for  you 
stated  just  now  that  you  would  give  them  only  one 
hour? — I do  not  mean  exactly  60  minutes  up 
to  the  &econd,  but  I should  give  them  a little 
margin,  say  an  hour  and  a-quurter,  or  an  hour 
and  a-half. 

3 D 9766.  Or 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

9766.  Or  possibly  two  hours? — No;  I should 
say  about  an  hour. 

9767.  Are  you  aware  of  the  number  of  hours 
given  in  the  London  metropolitan  district  for  the 
supply  of  dinner  beer  on  Sundays  ? — No. 

9768.  Your  information  is  not  sufficiently 
general  to  enable  you  to  speak  to  that? — 1 did 
not  come  to  be  examined  upon  the  customs  of 
London,  or  of  England,  but  only  to  give  evidence 
about  Waterford. 

9769-89.  How  many  people  would  be  likely  to 
come  into  a public-house  for  their  dinner  beer  on 
a Sunday? — Where  there  are  217  public-houses 
I think  they  would  have  facility  enough  for  get- 
ting their  pint  of  beer  in  the  hour. 

9790.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Harrel,  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police  ? — No. 

9791.  1 may  inform  you  that  he  stated  that  a 
watch  was  put  upon  three  public-houses  in  Black- 
rock  within  the  metropolitan  district  of  Dublin, 
-and  in  one  of  those,  in  a district  where  there  were 
quite  as  many  public-houses  in  proportion  to  the 
population  as  there  are  in  Waterford,  236 
messengers  went  in  with  jugs  to  bring  away  the 
beer  for  the  home  dinners ; do  you  think  that 
236  people  can  be  served  within  an  hour  ? — Of 
course  they  could,  and  indeed  twice  that  number 
if  there  are  217  public-houses. 

9792.  That  is,  I suppose,  if  you  had  230  atten- 
dants to  supply  the  beer,  but  could  you  do  it  with 
one  or  two  men  ? — I never  contemplated  that  all 
the  people  would  go  to  the  same  public-house ; 
there  are  217  public-houses,  and  I presume  they 
would  divide  their  custom. 

9793.  On  the  occasion  to  which  I have 
referred  all  the  other  public-houses  were 
open  and  were  equally  accessible  to  the 
people,  so  that  the  inference  is  that  if 
as  many  men  as  236  went  into  one  house  for  beer, 
a proportionate  number  would  go  into  the  other 
public-houses  ; of  course,  they  would  not  all  go 
into  the  same  public-house,  but  supposing  200 
messengers  went  for  the  dinner  beer  to  anyone 
public-house,  under  the  existing  circumstances 
in  W aterford,  could  the  ordinary  assistants,  or 
attendants,  in  that  public-house  supply  them 
within  the  course  of  an  hour  ? — I can  offer  no 
opinion  one  way  or  the  other  upon  that  point. 

9794.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  that  I 
may  take  it? — I think  that  that  is  very  irrelevant 
to  my  evidence. 

9795.  It  is  relevant  in  this  respect,  that  you 
said  in  your  opinion  that  one  hour  is  sufficient 
in  Waterford  for  getting  this  dinner  beer? — I 
maintain  that  opinion  still. 

9796.  You  maintain  that  opinion  then,  not 
from  any  conclusion  drawn  from  experience  or 
observation,  but  rather  from,  may  I say,  your 
own  inherent  desire  for  the  general  good  of  the 

eople? — I repeat,  when  there  are  217  public- 

ouses  in  a population  of  20,000,  I think  an 
hour  is  quite  long  enough  for  them  to  get  plenty 
of  beer. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9797.  At  what  hour  would  you  close  the 
public-houses  on  Saturday  night  ? — I should  say 
nine  o’clock. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

9798.  Would  that  be  no  inconvenience  to  the 
public? — Not  the  least. 

9799.  What  time  do  the  market  people,  who 
come  into  the  town  from  the  country  districts, 
leave  Waterford  now? — Somewhere  about  three 
o’clock.  I meet  all  my  people  coming  out  about 
three  o’clock. 

980C.  Do  you  think  that  the  entire  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sundays  would  lead  to  shebeen- 
ing  in  Waterford  ? — By  no  means  ; as  I have  said 
before,  if  the  clergymen  co-operate  with  the 
authorities,  and  the  authorities  are  as  sharp  upon 
that  point  as  they  are  now  in  other  ways,  gene- 
rally, there  will  be  no  shebeening.  There  may 
be  an  effort  in  that  direction  at  the  beginning,  but 
in  a very  short  time  they  will  be  got  rid  of. 

9801.  You  think  that  the  fact  of  the  public- 
houses  being  open  on  Sundays  is  a temptation  to 
people  to  go  in  and  drink  ? — Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

9802.  You  were  asked  about  a resolution  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board ; do  you  know  what  is  the 
quorum  of  the  Poor  Law  Boards? — I cannot  form 
an  idea  as  to  that. 

9803.  I think  it  is  about  three.  If  at  the  end 
of  the  meeting  they  tried  to  snap  a division  when 
only  three  members  were  present,  that  would 
technically,  but  not  necessarily  substantially 
represent  the  opinion  of  the  board  ? — It  would 
not. 

9804.  And  that  would  not  be  difficult,  would 
it  ? — No. 

9805.  You  were  asked  a good  many  questions 
with  regard  to  the  influence  of  the  publicans. 
You  have  had  some  electioneering  experience  in 
regard  to  elections  generally,  have  you  not  ? — 

9806.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  where  there  is  a 
comparatively  small  number  of  persons  who  are 
personally  interested  in  a particular  direction, 
they  are  more  likely  to  electioneer  with  greater 
zeal  and  determination,  than  a number  of  people 
who  have  no  personal  interest  at  stake  ? — I have 
always  found  that  to  be  so. 

9807.  And  the  result  might  be  that  after  all 
an  election  might  be  carried  by  the  publican  in- 
fluence, though  in  reality  if  the  people  were  left 
alone,  and  canvassed  quietly,  they  might  give  a 
very  different  decision? — Certainly. 

Mr.  Rowntree. 

9808.  It  was  suggested  that  your  views  on  this 
matter  might  perhaps  be  one-sided,  because  of 
your  connection  with  the  temperance  movement. 
I will  just  ask  whether  your  connection  with  the 
temperance  movement  has  any  other  aim  or  ob- 
ject whatever  than  that  of  promoting  the  well- 
being of  the  people  among  whom  you  live  ? — 
None  whatever.  I would  just  like  to  add  one 
word.  Last  Sunday  a number  of  my  tempe- 
rance men  invited  themselves  to  my  place,  and 
came  up  in  a wagon,  and  it  would  have  done 
your  heart  good  to  have  seen  them  all  looking 
so  clean  and  neat,  and  well  dressed,  like  gentle- 
men. 
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Dr.  Charles  Ronayne,  called  in;  and  Examined. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9809.  You  are  a doctor,  I believe  ? — Yes. 

9810.  And  you  reside  at  Youghal,  in  the 
county  of  Cork? — Yes. 

9811.  You  have  been  a justice  of  the  peace, 
I believe  ? — Yes,  for  15  years  past. 

9812.  During  that  time  you  have  attended 
petty  sessions,  I suppose,  pretty  often? — Yes, 
carefully. 

9813.  And  the  licensing  sessions  as  well? — 
Yes,  and  the  licensing  sessions. 

9814.  You  also  know  the  licensing  laws  well, 
I presume  ? — Yes,  very  well. 

9815.  You  are  a practising  physician,  are  you 
not  ? — I have  been  a practising  physician  for  the 
past  19  years. 

9816.  And  you  are  an  advocate  of  temperance, 
are  you  not? — I have  always  been  an  advocate 
of  temperance.  I am  practically  a temperance 
man  myself.  I have  often  aided  Mr.  Russell  in 
advocating  the  temperance  cause,  on  one  occasion 
in  particular,  he  may  remember,  in  Youghal. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9817.  On  the  platform? — Yes;  that  is  to  say, 
I presided  at  the  meeting,  and  Mr.  Russell  came 
down  from  Dublin  on  behalf  of  the  temperance 
association  in  regard  to  the  passing  of  the  Per- 
missive Bill. 

9818.  Are  you  a member  of  the  Temperance 
Society  ? — No ; we  have  no  temperance  society 
in  Youghal,  but  I have  been  always  advocating 
temperance,  and  am  myself  a temperance  man. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9819.  I suppose  that  was  when  the  Sunday 
Closing  Acts  were  being  agitated? — No;  I 
think  it  was  during  the  agitation  for  the  Per- 
missive Bill,  the  Bill  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  or 
one  that  he  and  the  English  Alliance  Association 
were  very  much  interested  in. 

9820.  Do  you  remember  the  state  of  the 
country  before  the  passing  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Acts  ? — 1 do. 

9821.  And  you  have  experience  of  the  state 
of  the  country  now  ? — I have  experience  of  the 
state  of  the  country  then  and  now. 

9822.  Do  you  think  that  the  Sunday  Closing 
Acts,  as  applied  to  the  country,  have  fulfilled  the 
objects  of  the  promoters? — I do  not  know  about 
the  objects  of  the  promoters,  but  they  have  not 
fulfilled  the  professions  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9823.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  whole  of  Ire- 
land, or  the  district  specially  under  your  notice  ? 
— I am  speaking  first  and  chiefly  of  the  town  of 
Youghal,  and  also  generally  of  the  county  of 
Cork.  Youghal  is  not  an  exempted  town. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9824.  In  what  respect  has  the  Act  not  fulfilled 
the  intentions  of  the  promoters  and  the  pro- 
fessions of  the  Bill? — I think  it  has  led  to  furtive 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
drinking,  home  drinking,  and  shebeening,  and 
altogether  failed  in  the  objects  that  were 
intended. 

9825.  Let  us  take  these  cases  separately  and 
seriatim  ; you  say  that  it  has  led  to  home  drink- 
ing; do  you  know  that  to  be  the  case  ? — I do. 

9826.  In  the  town  of  Youghal? — Yes. 

9827.  To  any  great  extent? — I will  not  say  to 
any  great  extent  to  my  knowledge,  but  I believe 
to  a pretty  large  extent  to  my  knowledge,  to 
what  I consider  an  injurious  and  dangerous 
extent. 

9828.  Will  you  give  the  Committee  your 
opinion  upon  home  drinking  ? — I look  upon  home 
drinking,  especially  in  respect  to  the  poor,  as 
the  most  dangerous  and  insidious  of  all  drinking  ; 
and  in  the  cases  of  the  better  class  I know  there 
is  a great  deal  of  home  drinking.  That  is  not  a 
mere  opinion  ; as  a physician  I know  that. 

9829.  I wish  to  ask  you  your  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  working  classes ; I will  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  the  other  classes  by-and-bye  ? 
— In  my  opinion  in  the  case  of  the  working 
classes  home  drinking  is  the  most  pernicious  and 
destructive  of  all  drinking.  I would  rather  see 
the  artizan  take  his  pint  of  porter  in  a public- 
house  a hundredfold  than  to  take  it  home  to 
drifik  in  the  presence  of  his  wife  and  children. 
I look  upon  home  drinking  as  the  most  dangerous 
and  pernicious  of  all  drinking  in  the  better  class 
and  in  the  humbler  class. 

9830.  And  you  think  that  the  Sunday  Closing 
Acts  have  led  to  home  drinking  to  some  extent  ? 
— Certainly. 

9831.  Now,  with  regard  to  shebeening;  have 
you  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  that  ? — I 
have.  We  had  no  shebeening  in  Youghal  until, 
unfortunately,  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  came 
into  existence  ; since  then  we  have  had  shebeen- 
ing, and  it  exists  in  two  other  towns  that  I know 
of  practically. 

9832.  Will  you  give  the  Committee  your 
opinion  with  regard  to  shebeening  ? — I consider 
that  it  is  a great  deal  worse  than  the  licensed 
house  drinking,  because  the  liquor  supplied  is 
of  the  worst  description,  and  the  modes  of  taking 
it  are  the  most  illicit,  furtive,  indecent  and 
unbecoming.  The  effects  of  the  bad  liquor 
supplied  to  the  people  has  certainly  a very 
different  effect  to  the  liquor  supplied  in  a 
licensed  honest  public-house.  You  must  con- 
sider shebeening  along  with  its  other  concomitant 
results,  such  as  perhaps  gambling  and  immorality, 
for  in  many  instances  you  have  immoral  shebeens 
along  with  drinking  shebeens. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9833.  Do  you  mean  houses  of  ill-fame? — I 
will  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  houses  of  ill-fame,  but 
young  females  have  been  seduced  into  these 
shebeen  houses,  which  certainly  I do  not  think 
the  owners  of  respectable  licensed  houses  would 
allow  into  their  houses. 

3 D 2 9834.  As 
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Mr.  Peter  M'Donald. 

9834.  As  far  as  you  know,  there  are  no  houses 
of  ill-lame  at  all,  as  they  are  called,  are  there,  iu 
Ireland? — In  the  provincial  towns  of  Ireland 
there  are  absolutely  no  houses  of  ill-fame ; they 
only  exist  in  a few  of  the  cities.  I know  other 
counties  of  Ireland  well,  not  only  county 
Cork,  I graduated  in  Dublin,  and  I resided 
there  for  four  years,  and  I know  a great  deal  of 
experience  of  other  parte  of  Ireland,  from  having 
Travelled  about,  and  I look  upon  our  people 
nationally  as  not  only  a chaste,  but  a temperate 
people. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9835.  Your  experience  is  also  derived  from 
travel  ? — My  experience  is  derived  from  travel, 
as  a physician,  and  as  a magistrate,  and  as 
one  interested  in  the  temperance  and  the 
licensing  question,  and  my  belief  is  as  I have 
stated. 

9836.  If  I remember  rightly,  you  have  had 
experience  of  other  countries  besides  Ireland, 
have  you  not  ? — Y es. 

9837.  You  have  spent  some  time  in  France, 
I believe  ? — 1 have. 

9838.  How  do  the  people  of  Ireland  generally 
look  at  this  proposed  legislation? — They  look 
upon  it  as  class  legislation.  They  look  upon  it 
a good  deal  as  the  results  of  the  efforts  of  well- 
meaning  people  (I  will  not  say  fanatics)  but 
enthusiasts,  but  when  a man  is  too  much  of  an  en- 
thusiast upon  a subject  he  is  generally  a fanatic  ; a 
severe  reformer  is  always  a fanatic.  The  people 
look  upon  it  as  the  result  of  over-legislation  by 
well-meaning  enthusiasts,  and  they  also  look  upon 
it  as  an  attempt  at  class  legislation,  and  at  the 
same  time  as  defaming  them  for  purposes 
which  they  do  not  need.  I say  that  because  I 
have  spoken  to  clergymen,  to  professional  men, 
and  to  a great  many  of  the  artizan  classes,  and  I 
find  that  that  is  the  general  tenour  of  their  views; 
of  course,  others  have  different  views. 

9839.  For  that  reason  you  do  not  think  that 
the  people  would  give  the  Act  of  Parliament  a 
loyal  adherence  or  support ; you  think  that  they 
would  cheat  the  Act  of  Parliament? — I think 
those  considerations  would  be  incentives  to 
evading  the  Act,  I speak  of  the  county 
of"  Cork,  and  I suppose  that  I speak  of  the 
general  tenour  of  Ireland  when  I say  that  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  believe  that  this 
is  an  attempt  at  legislation  by  well-meaning 
enthusiasts. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

9840.  "When  you  say  the  vast  majority  of 
the  people,  may  I take  it  that  you  do  not 
know  much  about  Belfast  or  Ulster? — I protect 
my  assertion  by  saying  the  people  of  the.  county 
of  Cork,  and  I take  them  as  representing  the 
tenour  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

9841.  The  people  feel,  too,  do  they  not,  that 
it  does  not  touch  the  drinking  of  the  better 
classes? — It  does  not  at  all  touch  them.  They 
believe  (I  know  that  it  is  so)  that  it  does  not 
touch  the  worst  drinking  and  the  most  destruc- 
tive drinking,  namely,  amongst  the  better  class, 
because  that  is  more  destructive  and  worse  than 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
the  other  on  account  of  the  example  given  to  the 
lower  and  humbler  classes. 

9842.  Did  you  hear  the  last  Witness  give  his 
evidence  ? — I did. 

9843.  You  heard  him  say  that  he  would  allow 
the  houses  being  opened  for  an  hour  on  Sunday ; 
what  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  short 
hours  of  opening  ? — I think  that  it  would  only 
increase  the  secret  and  illicit  sale,  and  would 
also  enlarge  the  furtive  and  shebeening  class  of 
drinking  ; that  is  what  I believe. 

9844.  Would  it  produce  any  peculiar  kind  of 
drunkenness,  in  your  opinion? — I believe  that 
there  is  a peculiar  kind  of  drunkenness  which  as 
a physiologist,  I have  noticed  as  arising  out  of 
Sunday  closing,  namely,  what  I call  sudden 
drunkenness.  It  is  a very  curious  thing,  and  I 
have  observed  it  in  this  way  : young  men  par- 
ticularly young  artizans,  for  instance,  who  are 
anxious  to  have  a drink  on  Sunday,  and  who, 
perhaps,  if  they  had  an  open  public-house  to  go  to 
would  get  a pint  of  beer  or  a bottle  of  porter, 
when  they  can  only  get  it  furtively,  are  obliged 
to  take  a short  drink,  and  it  is  generally  whisky 
that  they  take,  and  if  they  take  one  or  two  half 
glasses  of  whisky  in  this  way  it  has  a sudden 
effect.  I have  seen  respectable  young  men  and 
artizans,  for  instance,  under  the  influence  of 
drink  taken  in  this  way,  who  I believe  would 
not  get  drunk  if  they  had  the  opportunity  of 
quietly  and  openly  going  into  a licensed  house 
on  Sunday  and  taking  their  glass  of  beer  or 
porter  at  the  counter. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9845.  Do  you  think,  from  your  experience, 
that  a man  who  drinks  quickly  becomes  sooner 
drunk  than  a man  who  takes  his  time  in  drinking  ? 
—Yes. 

9846.  A man  who  tosses  down  a glass  of 
whisky  all  at  once  has  a greater  chance  of  be- 
coming intoxicated? — Yes,  certainly;  and  if  a 
man  takes  one  or  two  half-glasses  of  whisky 
quickly  he  would  become  intoxicated  to  an 
extent  that  he  would  not  if  he  had  half  his  day 
to  spend  in  drinking.  And,  practically,  I know 
that  owing  to  the  Sunday  closing  in  Youghal, 
that  sudden  kind  of  drunkenness  has  been  deve- 
loped, that  is  to  say,  a man’s  brain  suddenly 
succumbs  to  the  rapid  taking  of  the  liquor. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9847.  You  think  that  open,  well-conducted 
public-houses  are  a kiud  of  guarantee  for  whole- 
some drinking  ? — I believe  that  an  open  public- 
house,  conducted  by  respectable  publicans  under 
the  supervision  of  the  police,  is  a guarantee  for 
honest  and  wholesome  drinking. 

9848.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  necessity 
for  any  further  legislation  upon  this  subject  with 
reo-ard  to  making  people  sober  ? — I do  not  know 
that  our  people  require  to  be  made  sober  so 
much ; they  are  not  a very  drunken  people  ; 
a good  deal  of  the  drunkenness  of  a small  town 
is  owino-  to  a few  habitual  drunkards  (what  we 
call  “ spree  boys  ”),  who  swell  the  statistics  of 
drunkards.  For  instance,  we  have  three  habitual 
drunkards  m Youghal,  and  one  who  comes  from  a 
mile  outside  the  town ; that  is  in  a population  of 

6,000. 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

6,000.  The  total  drunkenness  in  Youghal  for 
the  year  has  been  70  to  80  cases.  Those  three 
drunkards  created  40  of  those  70  cases. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9849.  They  were  repeatedly  summoned,  were 
they  ? — They  were  repeated  convictions. 

Chairman. 

9850.  May  we  take  it  that  you  have  ascertained 

the  correctness  of  those  figures? — Yes.  I 

have  taken  great  care  to  get  the  accurate  figures. 

Mx\  John  O'Connor. 

9851.  Then  is  there  any  necessity  for  further 
legislation  on  the  subject  in  your  opinion? — I think 
that  the  hours  might  be  lessened  on  Saturday 
night.  I would  prefer  closing  at  ten  o’clock  on 
Saturday  to  keeping  open  so  long.  I think  that 
would  be  an  improvement  in  any  legislative  en- 
actment. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9852.  What  hours  would  you  open  the  public- 
houses  on  Sunday? — On  Sunday  they  might  be 
open  from  one  or  two,  to  six  or  seven,  and  I should 
close  them  on  Saturday  night  at  ten. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

9853.  That  could  be  done  without  detriment 
to  the  morality  or  sobriety  of  the  people? — 
Certainly  that  would  be  an  improvement, 
I believe ; indeed,  I may  say  I am  certain  that  it 
would  annihilate  shebeening,  and  lessen  or 
possibly  do  away  with  home  drinking,  and 
greatly  lessen  the  furtive  drinking  which  leads 
to  sudden  drunkenness,  and  a good  deal  of  im- 
morality. 

9854.  How  is  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  carried 
out  in  Youghal  by  the  police? — It  could  be 
more  efficiently  carried  out. 

9855.  Is  it  carried  out  equally  with  an  even 
hand  ? — What  do  you  mean  with  an  even  hand  ? 

9856.  What  I mean  is,  do  the  police  unfairly 
carry  out  the  Act  with  regard  to  publicans  of 
Nationalist  opinion? — l think  they  have  been 
somewhat  too  active  and  repressive  towards  the 
Nationalists,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  in  three 
cases  they  prosecuted  very  severely,  where 
perhaps  they  need  not  have  done  so  ; at  any  rate, 
there  is  that  belief  among  the  people  of  Youoffial, 
and  I say  that  I can  fairly  corroborate  it.  I say 
that  they  have  been  over-vigilant  and  perhaps 
unfair  in  their  prosecutions  towards  the 
Nationalist  licensees. 

9857.  Of  course  you  had  special  opportunities 
of  observing  the  attitude  of  the  police  towards 
those  men? — Yes. 

9858.  You  were  on  the  bench  at  the  time? — 
Yes. 

9859.  And  you  think  that  they  were  dis- 
honestly and  unequally  dealt  with  by  the  police  ? 
— I think  they  were  unequally  and  over-vigilantly 
dealt  with,  and  in  one  case  harshly  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9860.  In  your  opinion  that  was  entirely  on 
account  of  the  political  views  which  they  held?— 
Certainly.  I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

, 0.C7. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

9861.  You  have  heard,  I presume,  that  we  are 
investigating  this  matter  also  with  regard  to  the 
operation  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause. 
What  is  your  opinion  upon  that  branch  of  the 
subject? — I think  that  the  clause,  as  it  is  at 
present  at  all  events,  ought  to  be  left  to  stand. 
It  is  not  a clause  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  if  I 
do  not  mistake  ; it  is  part  of  the  Act  of  1874. 

9862.  You  are  quite  right ; it  is  a general 
exemption  clause  applying  to  all  prohibited 
hours  ? — Yes. 

9863.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  limit  in 
distance  ought  to  be  extended  from  thi'ee  miles 
to  six  or  seven ; what  do  you  say  to  that  ? — I 
think  three  miles  is  a fair  distance,  and  I think 
the  framers  of  the  Act  of  1874  who  fixed  that 
limit  had  good  reason  for  making  three  miles  the 
limit.  I do  not  speak  of  Belfast  or  Dublin  ; but 
I speak  of  the  county  towns  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  many  of  which  I know  well,  and  one  in 
particular.  It  is  a usual  thing  for  an  artisan  or 
a respectable  tradesman  to  take  a walk  of  about 
three  miles;  that  is  about  as  much  as  a man 
wishes  to  take,  including  as  it  does  three  miles 
back.  If  a man  walks  three  miles  I think  it  is 
right  that  he  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
taking  a pint  of  porter  or  half  a ghibS  of  whisky. 
That  is  a pretty  smart  walk;  it  really  means 
an  hour’s  walk  out  and  an  hour  back,  and  no 
tradesman  I know  would  care  to  walk  more  than 
two  or  two  and  a half  hours  on  Sunday.  But  I 
do  not  think  that  limit  favours  tipplers  at  all, 
because  no  tippler  would  walk  three  miles.  It 
is  curious  that  the  tippler  and  the  habitual 
drunkard  will  not  walk  at  all ; their  muscular 
powers  are  done  up,  and  the  leg  power  is  nearly 
annihilated.  The  tippler  merely  dodges  round 
among  the  shebeens  of  the  town.  Its  larger 
limit  would  not  touch  the  tippler,  and  would 
unfairly  touch  the  legitimate  artisan  who  takes  a 
Sunday  walk. 

9864.  From  your  experience  as  a medical  man, 
do  you  think  a young  man  who  is  behind  the 
counter  all  the  week,  or  a tradesman  laboriously 
employed  all  the  week,  is  fairly  able  to  perform 
without  hardship  a journey  of  six  miles  to  a 
point,  and  six  miles  back,  without  getting  any 
refreshment? — No;  he  might  as  a cyclist  or  as 
an  amateur  pedestrian,  but  not  as  a fair  average 
walker.  I am  a fair  walker,  and  I would  be 
very  sorry  to  walk  six  miles.  1 consider  three 
miles  a good  walk.  For  a man  who  six  days  of 
the  week  has  long  hours  of  sedentary  labour,  I 
consider  three  miles  a fair  walk,  and  1 think  that 
such  a man  is  entitled  to  his  liquor,  no  matter 
what  it  is. 

9865.  As  the  distance  stands  at  present  it 
works  no  evil? — No  evil  at  all,  and  the  increased 
limit  does  not  at  all  touch  the  tippler  as  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  intended,  because  an  habitual 
drunkard  would  not  dream  of  walking  three 
miles. 

9866.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
are  becoming  more  sober? — 1 do.  My  ex- 
perience for  the  last  15  years  from  observation 
is  that  they  are  becoming  more  sober,  and  they 
contrast  favourably  with  any  other  country. 

9867.  For  whatever  drunkenness  that  remains 
in  Ireland,  have  you  any  remedy  to  suggest ; do 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
you  think  that  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  are  the 
proper  remedy? — No,  certainly  not. 

9868.  What  do  you  think  the  remedies  ought 
to  be  ? — The  great  proportion  of  drunkenness  is 
owing  to  the  habitual  drunkard.  I do  not  know 
that  anything  will  cure  or  touch  the  habitual 
drunkard.  1 do  not  know  that  the  priest,  or  the 
doctor,  or  the  clergyman,  or  the  Legislature,  will 
affect  the  habitual  drunkard.  It  is  a failing, 
perhaps  it  is  a disease  in  his  case.  But  with 
regard  to  occasional  drunkards  or  those  who 
accidentally  or  incidentally  are  led  into  drunken- 
ness, if  they  had  improved  homes  in  the  first  place, 
as  our  artisans  and  the  poorer  classes  have  not,  if 
they  had  public  opportunities  such  as  gentlemen 
have  in  their  houses,  or  some  out-of-door  places 
for  recreation  on  Sunday  evening,  or  even  if  they 
were  given  museums  or  libraries,  or  billiard 
rooms ; all  these  would  be  attractions  from  the 
public- house,  and  would  help  very  much  to  lessen 
the  incidence  of  drunkenness  of  our  people  ; but 
of  the  habitual  drunkard  I have  very  little  hope. 
He  is  a curse  to  any  society  and  the  country  he 
exists  in,  and  fortunately  we  have  very  few  of 
them.  In  Ireland  we  have  only  2,450  habitual 
drunkards,  I am  happy  to  say  these  I look  upon 
as  almost  incurable,  or  at  least  75  percent,  of  them. 
In  England  there  are  35,900  habitual  drunkards. 
I will  not  say  how  many  there  are  in  Scotland, 
but  it  is  much  larger  again  there.  Of  course, 
the  chief  remedies  are  religion  and  education. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9869.  How  do  you  arrive  at  those  figures? — 
I have  taken  great  care  to  arrive  at  them. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9870.  Where  did  you  get  them? — From  two 
sources : a public  and  a private  source.  I cannot 
tell  you  the  private  source,  but  you  will  find 
them  in  a public  source  in“  Whittaker’s  Almanac,” 
and  also  you  will  derive  them  incidentally  from 
Thom.  I have  carefully  inquired,  and  I got 
them  from  a public  official  in  Ireland,  who  asked 
me  not  to  mention  his  name  unless  pressed. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

9871.  Would  you  tell  us  the  number  in  Scot- 
land ? — Fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty. 

9872. '  Did  you  read  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Gardiner,  a resident  magistrate  of  Cork  ? — Yes  ; 

I fancy  I have  watched  the  minutes  of  your 
Committee  very  carefully.  I have  read  the 
public  reports. 

9873.  He  said  that  shebeening  was  practically 
unknown  in  Ireland? — I think  it  was  a great 
mistake.  I am  surprised  certainly  that  a well- 
paid  official  made  such  a mistake.  There  is  not 
a provincial  town  in  Ireland,  at  all  events  in 
Cork,  where  there  has  not  been  shebeening 
created  by  the  Sunday  Closing  Act.  In  my  own 
town,  for  instance,  there  are  four,  or  I may 
safely  say  five  shebeens,  with  a population  of 
6,000.  District-inspector  Bull,  in  his  evidence, 
said  that  illicit  drinking  was  not  known  now  ; 
what  do  you  say  to  that  ? — I am  sorry  to  say 
that  it  is  the  drinking  now  ; that  is  to  say,  on 
Sundays. 

9874.  These  police  officers  have  not  the 
opportunities  of  discovering  these  things  I 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
suppose  except  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
arrests  ? — They  have  public  opportunities,  but 
they  have  not  the  private  opportunities  which 
others  have  ; but  that  is  a great  mistake  of  Mr. 
Bull’s  part.  Illicit  drinking  is  the  drinking  on 
Sundays. 

9875.  Many  witnesses  said  here  that  the 
. better  class  were  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing; 

what  do  you  think  of  that  opinion  ? — So  far  as 
I know  the  people  of  Ireland  look  uj>on  the 
attempts  of  the  better  class  to  suppress  them  as 
class  legislation,  and  think  that  that  same 
better  class  are  themselves  the  greatest  sinners 
in  this  matter  ; that  is  my  personal  belief  also. 
The  worst  cases,  I am  sorry  to  say,  and  those 
which  give  the  greatest  incentive  to  drinking 
amongst  the  cases  I have  known,  are  from  the 
better  class. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9876.  As  regards  those  statistics  which  you 
have  given,  you  say  that  with  regard  to  Ireland 
you  have  ascertained  by  private  and  public  means 
that  there  are  2,450  habitual  drunkards  in  Ire- 
land, 35,900  in  England,  and  15,960  in  Scotland? 
—Yes. 

9877.  Taking  into  consideration  the  respective 
populations  of  those  countries,  can  you  not  infer 
that  Ireland  is  the  soberest  country  of  the  three? 
— I say  so.  The  habitual  drunkards  in  England 
alone  are  nearly  three  to  one  as  compared  with 
what  they  are  in  Ireland. 

8878.  And  in  Scotland  how  does  it  stand? — I 
will  not  go  into  the  figures  in  Scotland,  but  we 
think  in  Ireland  that  some  of  these  gentlemen 
who  are  so  careful  about  the  people  in  Ireland 
would  do  well  if  they  went  over  to  Scotland 
again  and  looked  after  the  people  there. 

9879.  The  population  of.  Ireland  and  of  Scot- 
land is  very  much  the  same,  is  it  not? — No;  it 
is  3,900,000  in  Scotland  and  4,800,000  in  Ireland. 

9880.  And  yet  the  figures  of  the  habitual 
drunkards  are  2,450  in  Ireland  and  15,960  in 
Scotland  ? — Y es. 

9881.  Do  you  think  that,  under  those  circum- 
stances, that  being  the  existing  state  of  things,  the 
change  in  the  law  ought  to  begin  in  Ireland  ? — ■ 
No;  but  of  course  it  must  be  remembered  that 
they  have  Sunday  closing  in  Scotland;  the 
Mackenzie  Act  exists  in  Scotland. 

9882.  And  the  effect  of  the  change  of  the  law 
in  Scotland  is  to  produce  this  extraordinary 
result  which  you  have  given  us  now,  is  it  not  ? — 
I do  not  know  that,  but  I may  say  that  I lived 
in  Edinburgh  for  some  years  as  a graduate  at 
Edinburgh  as  well  as  in  Dublin,  and  I have  heard 
complaints  of.  the  working  of  the  Mackenzie 
Act  in  Scotland  ; that  it  has  tended  to  develope 
this  Sunday  drinking  and  shebeening,  but  I do 
not  know  that  as  a fact;  I have  only  heard  it. 

9883.  You  have  stated,  I believe,  that  as 
regards  the  number  of  habitual  drunkards,  it  is 
three  to  one  in  England  as  compared  with  the 
figure  in  Ireland  ? — Nearly  three  to  one. 

9884.  Therefore  we  ought  to  begin  with 
England  first,  ought  we  not  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

9885.  It  is  neither  common  sense  nor  acting  on 
sound  principles,  is  it,  to  begin  with  the  country 
where  the  reform  is  least  needed? — I do  not 
think  there  is  much  common  sense  in  it. 

9886.  Therefore 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘Donald — continued. 

9886.  Therefore  you  would  recommend  Ireland 
being  left  alone  at  least  until  England  had  been 
brought  up  to  the  level  of  Ireland  in  point  of 
sobriety  ? — I do  not  want  to  cast  aspersions  upon 
the  character  of  the  English  people. 

9887.  But  unfortunately  those  figures  which 
you  have  handed  in  have  that  implication  indi- 
rectly?— I should  be  sorry  to  asperse  the  character 
of  any  people,  but  at  all  events  I feel  it  due  to 
Ireland  to  exculpate  the  character  of  my  own 
people,  because  I am  greatly  interested  in  and 
greatly  believe  in  the  good  character  of  my  own 
people. 

9888.  In  general  terms,  is  it  not  youv  opinion 
that,  as  regards  Ireland  at  least,  no  legislation 
on  that  subject  is  required  at  present?— No 
legislation  would  mean  that  in  provincial  towns 
the  public-houses  should  be  closed  on  Sundays; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  I think  that  you  ought 
to  allow  us  to  have  in  cur  provincial  towns 
the  houses  opened  for  three  or  four  hours,  at 
all  events  on  a Sunday,  in  the  case  of  legitimate 
licensed  public-houses. 

9889.  You  would  leave  the  five  exempted 
cities  as  they  are,  and  afford  further  privileges  to 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  country,  as  I under- 
stand ? — T suppose  that  the  original  framers  of 
the  original  clause  thought  that  that  would  be 
best  for  the  exempted  cities,  and  I will  not  speak 
as  to  them,  but  speaking  for  90  per  cent,  of  the 
Irish  people,  I would  ask  you  to  allow  the  pro- 
vincial towns  at  all  events  to  have  the  privilege 
of  the  licensed  public-houses  being  opened  for 
some  hours  on  Sundays. 

9890.  Whatever  may  be  done  as  regards  the 
non-exempted  portion  of  Ireland,  you  certainly 
would  not  make  any  change,  as  I understand,  in 
the  existing  state  of  thing  with  regard  to  the  five 
exempted  cities? — I have  not  given  sufficient 
attention  to  the  condition  and  the  state  of  things 
in  the  exempted  cities  to  speak  to  that.  I have 
thought  more  about  the  provincial  towns,  whose 
character  I know  pretty  well. 

9891.  And  you  consider  that  greater  facilities 
should  be  afiorded  to  other  portions  of  the 
country? — 1 think  in  the  country  and  pro- 
vincial towns  the  licensed  houses  should  be 
allowed  to  be  opened  for  some  hours. 

9892.  For  how  many  hours  would  you  say 
they  should  be  open? — From  one  or  two  until 
say,  six  or  seven  o’clock. 

9893.  Will  you  try  and  bring  it  down  to  a 
fixed  point ; would  you  think  that  five  hours 
would  be  long  enough  ? —I  should  say  four  or 
five  hours. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9894.  I think  you  said  that  you  were  a 
practical  teetotaler? — I am  so  far  as  that  I have 
never  been  under  the  influence  of  liquor  in  my 
life,  and  I have  never  taken  a glass  of  whiskey. 
My  daily  drink  is  a glass  of  ale  at  dinner,  and 
nothing  more. 

9895.  I think  you  said  that  you  advocated 
practical  temperance? — I do. 

9896.  What  would  you  define  practical  tem- 
perance as  ? — What  I would  call  practical  tem- 
perance is  not  to  be  intemperate,  that  is,  not  to 
be  drunk ; I would  call  this  practical  temperance, 
for  instance,  as  I am  myself.  I take  a glass  of 
ale  for  my  dinner,  but  that  is  all,  and  I say  that 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

a man  who  takes  half  a glass  of  whisky,  or 
perhaps  two,  is  practically  temperate. 

9897.  You  say  that  a man  who  drinks  intoxi- 
cants, but  does  not  get  drunk,  is  practically 
temperate? — Yes,  if  he  does  not  get  under  the 
influence  of  drink. 

9898.  You  naturally  have  considerable  ex- 
perience as  to  the  influence  of  drink  amongst 
your  patients  ? — I have. 

9899.  Have  you  ever  come  across  many  cases 
of  what  is  called  alcoholism  ? — I have. 

9900.  That  you  would  account  for  as  arising 
from  excessive  drinking,  would  you  not? — Yes. 

9901.  Had  you  a considerable  knowledge  of 
this  district  before  the  Act  was  passed  in  1878? 
— I had. 

9902.  Is  there  less  drunkenness  in  the  district 
than  there  was  before  1878.  So  far  as  drinking 
goes,  is  the  town  in  a better  state  than  it  was 
prior  to  1878  ? — I think  there  is  very  little 
change,  if  anything,  perhaps  a little  worse. 

9903.  I thought  you  said  that  the  Irish  people 
were  improved  in  their  drinking  habits  of  late 
years? — For  the  last  15  or  20  years  they  have 
improved  steadily. 

9904.  Then  I may  take  it  that  there  has  been 
an  improvement  since  1878,  no  matter  what  the 
cause  may  be  ?—  I have  formed  the  opinion  that 
this  Sunday  Closing  Act  did  not  improve  our 
people  at  all. 

9905.  But  I am  asking,  since  1878  has  there 
been  an  improvement  in  the  drinking  habits  of 
the  people  or  not,  whatever  be  the  cause  ? — I do 
not  think  there  has  been  very  much  change. 

9906.  Then  the  Irish  people  in  the  district  of 
which  you  are  cognizant  have  not  improved  in 
that  respect  ? — I should  say  not,  but  still  there  is 
a steady  improvement  for  years  past ; for  the 
last  20  years  there  is  an  improvement.  In  fact, 
drunkenness  is  a very  rare  thing  now. 

9907.  I do  not  want  to  puzzle  you  by  any 
question  which  I am  putting,  but  I want  to 
get  your  answer  clear  upon  this  point ; you  said 
just  now  in  answer  to  my  honourable  friend  that 
it  is  a libel  to  say  that  the  Irish  are  a drinking 
people;  then  you  produced  certain  statistics 
which,  if  they  are  correct,  certainly  show  that 
the  number  of  habitual  drunkards  in  Ireland 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  number  of 
habitual  drunkards  in  Scotland  and  in  England ; 
now  I want  to  ask  you,  has  that  improvement 
been  one  of  gradual  growth,  or  has  it  eome  about 
spasmodically? — 1 think  it  has  been  gradual.  I 
think  through  the  education  of  the  people,  and 
so  on,  the  condition  of  the  people  has  gradually 
improved. 

9908.  Never  mind  what  the  causes  are;  I 
ask  you  to  take  1878  (that  is  going  back  10  years 
out  of  the  15  years  for  which  the  improvement 
has  been  at  work)  has  there  been  an  improve- 
ment going  on  respecting  the  drinking  habits  of 
the  people? — Yes. 

9909.  In  your  district  you  say  there  is  little 
shebeening  ? — There  are  five  shebeen  houses  to 
my  knowledge  in  a population  of  6,000,  and  I 
think  that  is  a good  deal. 

9910.  Did  those  shebeens  spring  into  existence 
since  the  Closing  Act  of  1878? — Only  since 
then. 

3 D 4 9911.  And 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

9911.  And  there  were  no  shebeens  before  that  ? 

— : N°. 

9912.  I understand  you  to  say  that  you  would 
close  the  public-houses  sooner  on  Saturday  night? 
— Yes,  I think  that  is  desirable. 

9913.  And  that  you  would  open  them  for  four 
or  five  hours  on  the  Sunday? — Yes,  from  three 
to  five  hours  on  Sunday. 

9914.  You  have  spoken  about  home  drinking  ; 
what  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to  home 
drinking? — There  are  some  very  sad  cases  of 
home  drinking.  I may  say  that  1 noticed  this 
very  curious  thing : after  the  Sunday  Closing  Acts 
were  passed,  there  was  a very  large  whiskey  trade 
done  in  small  bottles ; there  were  small  bottles 
made  for  the  purpose,  holding  about  two  glasses 
or  a noggin,  and  there  was  an  enormous  sale  for 
those  bottles  on  Saturday  nights. 

9915.  That  would  only  be  a small  quantity  of 
drink  ? — Yes  ; but  then  those  bottles  were  taken 
home  by  those  who  would  otherwise  have  had 
their  drink  on  the  Sunday  from  the  public- 
house. 

9916.  Do  you  think,  as  regards  a man  who 
would  naturally  go  to  a public-house  on  a Sun- 
day, and  drink  two  glasses  of  whisky  there,  the 
effects  of  taking  two  glasses  of  whiskey  on  a 
Sunday  at  home  would  have  a demoralising  effect 
upon  the  home  ? — I do. 

9917.  In  what  way  would  it  have  a demoralising 
effect  upon  the  home  ? — It  has  a demoralising 
effect  upon  the  home  in  one  or  two  cases  that  I 
know  of,  in  making  the  man’s  wife  and  children 
drunk. 

9918.  Would  the  whole  family  be  made  drunk 
on  two  glasses  of  whiskey  ? — They  would  not  be 
made  drunk,  but  the  husband  would  sometimes 
give  the  children  a spoonful  of  the  liquor,  or 
give  a small  quantity  to  the  wife. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

9919.  It  would  generally  be  a half-pint,  or  a 
pint,  instead  of  the  noggin,  would  it  not  ? — The 
bottles  which  I am  referring  to  are  very  small. 

9920.  What  we  call  pocket  pistols,  I suppose  ? 
— Yes,  but  I never  saw  them  before  1878  ; they 
must  have  been  made  specially  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

9921.  You  have  known  cases  where  home 
drinking  has  sprung  up  in  consequence  ? — Yes. 

9922.  As  a practical  temperance  man  I suppose 
you  would  prefer  seeing  people  not  drink  at  all  to 
seeing  them  drink? — I would,  and  I would 
willingly  give  up  my  glass  of  ale,  as  I have  said, 
if  I thought  that  other  people  would  give  up 
their  drink. 

9923.  As  a medical  man,  do  you  believe  that 
temperance  is  better  for  people’s  health  ? — 
1 do. 

9924.  And  you  think  it  would  be  better  for 

eople  if  they  did  not  drink  at  all  ? — Yes  ; but  I 

now  that  you  can  no  more  annihilate  the  desire 

for  drink  than  you  can  annihilate  the  taste  for 
horse-racing. 

9925.  Something  has  been  said  to  you  about 
the  bona  fide  traveller,  and  I understand  you  to 
say  that  the  habitual  drunkard  is  a man  who 
toddles  about  from  the  nearest  public-house  to 
the  next? — Yes,  as  a rule;  they  never  dream  of 
walking  three  miles. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

9926.  Are  not  many  men  made  habitual  drunk- 
ards by  commencing  to  drink  in  a small  way  ? — 
Yes,  if  the  instinct  and  the  taste  for  rlrink  is 
there,  and  perhaps  the  hereditary  disposition,  be- 
cause alcoholism  is  hereditary. 

9927.  Has  not  the  case  which  we  have  referred 
to  as  the  bond  fide  traveller  case  made  many  men 
habitual  drunkards? — Very  rarely-,  a man  who 
takes  a three  or  four  miles’  walk  on  a Sunday 
and  wants  a glass  of  porter,  supposing  he  is  a 
hard-working  artizan,  for  instance,  will  not  be- 
come an  habitual  drunkard. 

9928.  Do  you  hold  it  necessary  for  any  man, 
after  a three  miles’  walk,  to  have  an  intoxicating 
drink? — It  is  not  necessary,  but  I think  he 
ought  to  have  the  option  of  taking  it. 

9929.  Do  you  think  it  is  a hardship  to  prevent 
his  taking  it  ? — I think  it  is  a hardship  to  prevent 
his  having  the  option  of  getting  it  if  lie  wants 
it. 

9930.  You  do  not  think  it  necessary,  at  all 
events? — No,  I do  not. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

9931.  With  reference  to  these  figures  which 
you  have  given  us,  I understand  that  you  have 
access  to  means  of  information  as  regards  Ireland 
from  a certain  official,  but  could  you  explain 
what  assistance  you  had  in  framing  the  figures 
for  England  ? — I took  the  figures  from  Whitaker; 
inferentially  I deduced  the  figures  from  Thom, 
from  the  figures  which  he  gives  for  the  excise. 

Mr.  T.  IF.  Russell. 

9932.  Have  you  any  evidence  to  give  us  show- 
ing that  the  figures  in  England,  in  Ireland,  and 
in  Scotland,  are  compiled  upon  the  same  basis, 
and  that  the  same  thing  constitutes  an  habitual 
drunkard  in  England  and  in  Ireland  ? — Yes,  I 
think  I may  give  you  the  practical  basis. 

9933.  Have  you  any  evidence  to  submit  to 
the  Committee  showing  that? — I am  going  to 
give  you  : what  1 say  is  evidence,  because  I will 
state  nothing  but  what  I know  personally,  and 
what  is  practically  to  my  own  knowledge.  I 
think  that  the  habitual  drunkard  in  Ireland  is 
not  so  bad  as  the  habitual  drunkard  in  Scotland 
and  in  England,  from  my  own  experience,  for  I 
have  resided  in  both  England  and  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

9934.  I understand  that  you  took  these  figures 
from  some  part  of  Whitaker? — Yes,  with  respect 
to  England  and  Scotland. 

9935.  Whitaker  does  not  give  the  figures  for 
Ireland,  does  it  ? — I think  it  does. 

9936.  Are  your  figures  for  Ireland  taken  from 
Whitaker? — Yes.  they  are  checked  from 
Whitaker ; the  figures  I got  first  were  taken 
from  private  sources  in  Ireland,  and  I checked 
those  figures  from  Whitaker,  and  I found  the 
figures  in  Whitaker  to  be  very  nearly  the 
same. 

9937.  Do  your  Irish  figures  substantially 
correspond  with  the  figures  given  in  Whitaker 
fur  Ireland? — Yes,  practically;  the  difference 
was  not  more  than  3 per  cent. 

9938.  Could  you  give  us  the  exact  figures  from 
Whitaker  ?— Yes. 

9939.  What  are  the  exact  figures  from 
Whitaker  for  Ireland  ? — In  Whitaker  the  exact 

figures 
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Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
figures,  with  respect  to  Ireland,  are  four  drunk- 
ards for  10,000  of  the  people  in  the  country 
generally,  and  in  the  seven  principal  towns  15’7 
to  10,000  of  the  people,  and  the  habitual  drunk- 
ards exactly  correspond,  namely,  2,450;  you  will 
find  those  figures  in  Whitaker. 

9940.  Can  you  give  me  the  page  of  Whitaker 
where  they  occur? — I have  net  got  the  page 
here,  but  if  you  will  give  me  Whitaker  I think 
I can  find  it.  Those  figures  are  almost  identical 
with  what  I got  from  private  sources. 

9941.  I understand  you  to  be  in  favour  of 
opening  public-houses  in  provincial  towns  for 
three  hours  on  Sunday? — I think  they  ought  to 
be  open  for  a few  hours  on  Sunday ; l think 
it  oppressive  not  to  allow  them  to  be  open  at 
all. 

9942.  Would  you  do  anything  to  alter  the 
state  of  things  which  now  exists  in  the  country 
districts  outside  of  provincial  towns? — There  are 
a number  of  villages  of,  say,  over  2,000  where,  I 
think,  they  ought  to  have  the  same  privileges  as 
provincial  towns. 

9943.  And  what  do  you  say  of  villages  where 
the  population  does  not  come  up  to  2,000? — I do 
not  think  that  I have  given  the  matter  sufficient 
thought  to  be  able  to  give  an  opinion  upon  it. 

9944.  I understand  you  to  express  the  view 
that  the  drinking  which  you  most  dreaded  in 
Ireland  is  the  home  drinking  ? — Yes,  I should 
say  so  in  any  country. 

9945.  And  that  is  the  drinking  which  is  most 
likely  to  take  place  in  Ireland,  I understood  you 
to  say? — What  I said  was  that  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  has  developed  to  my  knowledge  a 
good  deal  of  home  drinking  ; and  1 also  said  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  home  drinking  is  amongst 
the  better  class,  the  class  which  are  very  active 
in  getting  the  Sunday  Closing  Bill  passed. 

9946.  But  it  is  not  exclusively  among  that 
class,  is  it  ? — The  most  part  of  the  home  drinking 
that  I know  of  is  amongst  that  class. 

9947-  Do  you  consider,  or  do  you  not  consider, 
that  the  home  drinking  is  a habit  which  is  to  be 
dreaded  amongst,  we  will  say,  the  artizan  classes ; 
do  you  find  that  there  is  an  increase  in  home 
drinking  in  the  artizan  class  since  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  has  been  in  operation  ? — I think  it 
has  developed  home  drinking. 

9948.  What  class  of  the  population  do  you  for 
the  most  part  practise  among  ? — I have  a pretty 
large  experience  both  among  the  upper  and  the 
middle  classes. 

9949.  Have  you  much  acquaintance  with  the 
artizan  class  ? — Y es. 

9950.  I allude  to  that  matter  because  you  said 
something  about  the  houses  of  the  working  class  ? 
— Yes  ; I have  a practical  acquaintance  with  the 
artizan  class,  because  I am  dispensary  othcer  for 
the  district,  and  I go  into  their  houses  very 
much. 

9951.  Does  the  statement  which  you  have 
made  about  home  drinking  apply  at  all  to  the 
artizan  classes? — I still  say  that  I think  that 
this  Sunday  closing  has  developed  home  drinking 
among  the  artizan  class  in  some  instances  to 
my  knowledge,  and  sadly. 

9952.  Does  that  also  extend  to  the  agricultural 
districts,  to  the  agricultural  labourers,  and  people 
of  that  kind? — No,  the  agricultural  classes  are 
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Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
very  rarely  drunk ; except  when  they  come  in  on 
fairs  and  holidays,  they  are  practically  sober ; and 
on  that  point  I have  had  some  careful  figures 
made  out,  and  I find  that  at  fairs  and  holidays  in 
Youghal,  so  far  as  can  be  well  made  out  by  com- 
petent and  efficient  officials,  only  about  two  in 
1,000  who  attend  at  a fair  are  drunk  ; that  is 
practically  sobriety. 

Mr.  John  O’  Connor. 

9953.  I should  like  to  ask  you  one  question  on 
that  head,  as  we  have  had  evidence  with  regard 
to  the  same  matter  from  another  witness ; has 
there  been  an  increase  or  a decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  Saturdays  and 
holidays? — The  greater  part  of  the  arrests  for 
drunkenness  are  on  holidays  and  Saturdays. 

9954.  Has  there  been  a decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  arrests  on  holidays  and  Sundays  ? — There 
is  a steady  decrease  in  the  number  of  arrests  and 
a steady  decrease  in  drunkenness ; and,  as  I 
mentioned,  on  fair  days  and  public  meecings  at 
Youghal,  when  some  thousands  have  come  into 
the  town,  only  two  in  a thousand  are  arrested  for 
drunkenness.  That  is  practically  sobriety. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

9955.  Has  there  to  your  knowledge  been  any 
change  in  the  kind  of  drink  that  is  consumed 
since  the  Sunday  Closing  Act? — I answered 
that  question  awhile  ago  by  saying  that  the 
Sunday  Closing  Acts  have  tended  to  develope 
whisky  drinking  instead  of  beer  drinking,  because 
if  a man  takes  his  liquor  furtively  and  suddenly, 
standing  at  the  door  of  a public-house  with  an 
eye  on  the  police  and  an  eye  on  his  glass,  that 
has  to  be  a short  drink,  and  he  therefore  takes 
whisky,  whereas  if  he  goes  in  and  takes  his 
drink  quietly  at  the  counter,  he  would  take  a 
glass  of  porter  or  beer,  and  that  I think  has 
developed  whisky  drinking  more  than  beer 
drinking ; and  if  there  is  any  drinking  at  all,  I 
would  rather  see  beer  drinking,  because  beer 
is  not  alone  an  excitement  but  a tonic  and  a 
nutrient. 

9956.  As  to  the  question  of  illicit  distillation, 
has  that  become  prevalent? — I will  not  say  pre- 
valent, but  I would  say  that  the  greatest  sinners 
in  that  respect  are  the  better  class,  including  the 
magistrates  who  administer  the  Act. 

9957.  Would  the  whisky  that  is  manufactured 
under  those  circumstances  be  of  a worse  class  of 
liquor  than  the  liquor  that  is  sold  publicly  ? — If 
it  is  fairly  distilled  by  an  experienced  hand  it 
will  turn  out  pretty  well,  only  it  would  be  pot- 
heen whisky;  they  are  all  fresh  whiskies  and 
contain  strong  alcoholic  elements. 

9958.  You  would  prefer  that  people  should 
drink  mature  rather  than  new  whisky,  I presume, 
on  that  account? — Yes,  certainly,  and  that  they 
should  drink  beer  rather  than  whisky. 

9959.  You  think  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
has  tended  to  develope  illicit  distillation,  do  you  ? 
— I do  not  say  that.  I do  not  know  that  it  has 
affected  illicit  distillation  one  whit ; there  always 
will  be  in  a place  like  Ireland  illicit  distilla- 
tion, and  I do  not  know  that  Sunday  closing 
affects  it. 

3 E 9960.  I want 
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Mr.  Jacoby. 

9960.  I want  to  ask  you  one  question  with 
respect  to  favouritism  being  shown  to  publicans 
who  sire  anti- Nationalist  in  their  opinions;  I 
think  you  said  that  several  of  such  eases  had  been 
brought  under  your  notice? — I would  not  say 
favouritism  to  anti-Nationalists,  but  I would 
say  that  there  have  been  cases  of  hardship  to 
Nationalists. 

9961.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  police  have 
used  the  political  views  of  publicans  as  a bias  for 
acting  against  them ; would  you  say  that  a 
Nationalist  publican  i3  treated  with  greater 
.harshness? — I will  not  say  a,  but  some.  The 
belief  amongst  the  people  is  that  the  Nationalist 
publicans  are  treated  worse,  and  my  own  know- 
ledge is  that  some  are. 

9962.  Would  those  be  publicans  who  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  Nationalist  move- 
ment?— Yes. 

9963.  And  who  have  been  harshly  dealt  with 
by  some  of  the  police;  am  I to  understand  from 
you  that  publicans  who  have  taken  the  lead  in 
Nationalist  movements  have  been  persecuted  by 
the  police  ? — Certainly. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9964.  Do  I understand  you  to  say  that  since 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  came  into  operation  you 
believe  the  consumption  of  spirits  has  rather  in- 
creased, and  that  you  would  prefer  to  see  beer 
drunk  instead  of  whiskey?— I think  that  the  Act 
tended  to  develope  the  .consumption  of  whiskey 
drinking,  because  if  a man  is  to  take  his  drink 
quickly  he  will  prefer  to  take  whiskey  rather  than 
beer. 

9965.  When  did  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
pass? — In  1878. 

9966.  There  has  been  a paper  handed  in  here 
by  the  Excise  authorities  showing  that  the  con- 
sumption of  spirits  in  1878  was  6,101,9(15  gallons  ; 
that  figure  is  authoritative;  then  in  1881,  which 
is  three  years  after  the  Act,  the  consumption  of 
spirits  had  fallen  1,000,000  gallons  in  Ireland  ? — 
I attribute  that  to  the  causes  I have  named,  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  people. 

9967.  Then,  if  you  come  to  1887,  that  is  last 
yeai-,  the  quantity  fell  down  to  under  5,000,000 
gallons  ; how  do  you  account  for  the  Excise 
amounts  being  in  contradiction  to  your  theories  ‘l 
— They  are  not  in  contradiction,  but  they  cor- 
roborate my  first  statement. 

9968.  Your  evidence  to  this  Committee  was 
that  since  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  was  passed 
it  had  a tendency  to  develope  the  consumption  of 
spirits,  and  you  said  you  regretted  that  because 
you  would  rather  the  people  consumed  beer. 
That  was  the  sum  and  substance  of  your  answer, 
was  it  not  ? — Partly. 

9969.  Let  us  hear  what  you  did  say  again  ? — 
What  I said  was  this  : that  I believed  the  habits 
of  our  people  were  improving,  and  that  there  was 
less  intoxication,  and  these  figures  corroborate 
me,  for  I find  from  1875  to  1887  there  has  been 
a gradual  and  steady  decrease  in  the  quantity  of 
distilled  alcohol.  These  figures  do  not  refer  to 
the  consumption,  but  only  to  distillation.  Taking 
the  particular  point  you  refer  to  as  to  whisky 
being  more  drunk  than  beer,  I said  that  I was 
afraid  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  developed 
the  sudden  drinking  of  whisky  at  the  doors  of 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
public-houses,  instead  of  beer  being  drunk, 
as  it  would  have  been,  if  the  men  had  taken 
their  drink  at  the  counter.  I did  not  mean  to 
imply  or  to  convey  to  you  that  Sunday  closing  or 
any  other  cause  had  increased  the  intoxication  of 
our  people,  which  I believe  to  be  steadily  de- 
creasing. 

9970.  The  fact  as  shown  by  these  figures  is, 
that  the  consumption  of  spirits  has  diminished  by 
more  than  one  million  gallons  since  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  was  passed  ? — That  is  not  the  way  to 
put  it. 

9971.  W ith  that  paper  in  your  hand  tell  me 
what  is  the  fact  ? — The  fact  is  that  it  decreased 
in  nearly  the  same  ratio  in  every  year  before  1878. 
Since  1875  to  1887  there  is  a steady  decrease  in 
the  creation  of  alcohol. 

9972.  Do  not  say  that  with  that  paper  before 
you;  take  the  year  1876,  or  give  us  the  figures 
for  1875  ? — There  is  not  much  to  remark  there. 

9973.  I ask  you  what  is  the  consumption  of 
spirits  in  1875  according  to  that  Return? — 
6,490,869  gallons. 

9974.  And  in  1876  ?— 6,541,015  gallons. 

9975.  Is  that  a steady  decrease? — It  is  not  a 
steady  decrease,  but  do  you  not  know  that  in  all 
ratios  there  are  accidents  ; in  fact,  the  ratios  of 
life  mean  accidents ; you  must  know  that. 

9976.  I will  come  back  to  the  original  ques- 
tion ; is  it  a steady  decrease? — No,  but  from  that 
out  there  is  a steady  decrease. 

9977. '  Now  go  on  then  and  take  the  figures  for 
1877? -In  1877  the  figure  is  6,047,905.  Then 
again  an  accidental  increase  takes  place. 

9978.  What  is  the  figure  for  1878  ? — There  is 
a slight  increase. 

9979.  Will  you  give  us  the  figure  for  1878  ? — 
6,101,905. 

9980.  Then  the  next  year  following  that  is  the 
first  full  year  after  the  Sunday  Closing  Act, 
which  was  passed  in  October  1878;  will  you  give 
us  the  figure  for  1879  ? — In  1879  the  figures  are 
5,335,000. 

9981.  That  is  a decrease  of  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  a million  in  the  very  first  year  after 
the  passing  of  the  Act?— Yes,  but  do  not  pin  me 
to  that.  Let  me  take  you  to  two  years  before, 
where  the  decrease  is  nearly  the  same.  In  1876 
the  figures  were  6,541,015,  and  in  1877  they 
were  6,047,905  ; that  is  a decrease  of  half-a- 
million. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

9982.  Was  the  year  1879  the  year  of  the  potato 
famine? — Yes,  but  taking  the  figures  as  they 
stand  there  has  been  a decrease  two  years  before 
amounting  to  nearly  half-a-million. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

9983.  The  figures  show  a decrease  since  1878, 
do  they  not? — Since  1875. 

9984.  Then  there  is  an  increase  in  1876? — 
Y es,  that  is  an  accident. 

9985.  In  the  face  of  those  figures  do  you  main- 
tain that  the  tendency  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
has  been  to  develope  the  drinking  of  whiskey 
instead  of  the  drinking  of  beer?— I did  not  say 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

9986.  You  have  spoken  of  the  horrors  of  home- 
drinking  ? — I have. 

9987.  Now,  I do  not  ask  the  question  in  any 
impertinent  sense  at  all,  but  where  do  the  better 
classes  drink  ? — Chiefly  at  home,  and  at  hotels 
and  clubs.  I would  abolish  drinking  at  clubs,  or 
put  them  under  restrictions. 

9988.  We  are  not  dealing  with  that  at  present. 
You  say  that  the  majority  of  the  better  class  drink 
at  home  ? — Yes,  and  at  clubs. 

9989.  Would  you  advise  them  to  drink  at 
public-houses,  seeing  that  home-drinking  is  so 
injurious  ? — I would  prefer  their  drinking  at  the 
public-house,  for  they  would  drink  less,  and  would 
do  less  mischief  there. 

9990.  Now,  what  is  your  objection  to  the  home 
drinking? — A man  drinks  more  at  home;  he 
drinks  more  stealthily  and  he  drinks  before  his 
children  and  his  wife,  and  perhaps  makes  his  wife 
drink,  and  it  leads  in  that  way  to  more  mis- 
fortune. 

9991.  Do  you  not  think  that  a great  deal  of 
the  drinking  in  public-houses  arises  from  the 
habit  of  treating  and  sociability  amongst  the  Irish 
people  ? — I agree  with  you  that  that  has  a great 
deal  to  do  with  it.  Of  course  our  people  are  a 
soft-hearted  and  a social  kind  of  people,  and  no 
doubt  if  a man  meets  friends  at  a public-house,  he 
will  take  half-a-glass  of  whisky  or  a bottle  of 
porter  with  his  friends. 

9992.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  influence  of 
the  wife  at  home  would  rather  be  a restraining 
influence  than  the  contrary? — Not  often. 

9993.  Have  you  so  bad  an  opinion  of  the  Irish 
women  as  that? — I have  not  a bad  opinion  of  the 
Irish  women,  but  I do  not  think  their  restraint 
is  so  great  as  that.  I prefer  to  see  a man 
treating  his  friend  at  the  public-house  and  taking 
his  own  drink  there  rather  than  that  he  should 
take  it  at  home,  and  I have  reason  for  saying 
that. 

9994.  You  do  not  think,  then,  that  the  women 
ought  to  have  any  drink  ? — I think  they  take  it. 

9995.  You  do  not  think  that  they  ought  to 
have  any,  I understand ; in  many  of  our  large 
towns  women  work  as  hard  as  men,  do  they  not  ? 
— -I  do  not  think  they  ought  to  have  any  whisky. 

9996.  Do  you  not  know  that  in  Dublin,  for 
instance,  there  are  19,000  women  employed  in 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
industrial  pursuits  as  well  as  men ; do  you  not 
think  that  those  people  have  as  good  a right  to 
drink,  if  drinking  is  such  a good  thing,  as  the 
men? — I never  said  that  drinking  was  a good 
thing. 

9997.  You  said  next  door  to  that;  you  said 
that  it  was  a necessary  thing  ?— I think  you  will 
not  find  that  I used  that  word  at  all  in  that  con- 
nection. 

9998.  You  think,  then,  that  people  would  be 
better  without  it,  do  you?— I said  so,  and  I said 
that  I would  give  up  my  own  glass  of  beer  at 
dinner  if  I thought  my  neighbour  would  do  so 
too ; at  the  same  time  it  is  not  the  national 
vice  a good  many  enthusiasts  would  make  it  out 
to  be. 

9999.  Do  you  think  that  the  Catholic  bishops 
are  enthusiasts? — I believe  that  the  majority  of 
the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  bishops  are  not  in 
favour  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

10000.  We  have  had  their  letters,  or  at  least 
the  letters  of  the  majority  of  them ; that  is  of  15 
of  them  read  before  this  Committee  ? — I know 
the  opinions  of  some  of  them,  and  I know  that  a 
number  of  them  are  not  in  favour  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act. 

10001.  Do  you  know  their  opinions  better  than 
they  themselves;  is  that  your  evidence ?— I am 
not  speaking  of  the  15  you  refer  to. 

10002.  Is  not  that  the  majority  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  in  Ireland  ? — I do  not  know  what  the 
number  is. 

10003.  Do  you  say  that  you  know  better  than 
they  do  ? — I do  not  say  that,  but  before  I give 
any  opinion  upon  what  they  said  I would  like  to 
read  their  letters. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

10004.  You  said  that  you  would  close  the 
public-houses  at  ten  o’clock  on  Saturday  night, 
did  you  not? — Yes. 

10005.  Are  not  the  houses  in  Youghal  closed 
at  ten  o’clock  now  ? — No  ; at  eleven  under  the 
Acts  of  1874  and  1872,  and  those  are  the  Acts 
that  apply  to  the  licensed  houses  ; you  will 
remember  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  does  not 
apply  to  the  licensed  houses  on  a week-day  at 
all. 


Mr.  William  Spillane,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 


10006.  You  are  a tobacco  manufacturer  in 
Limerick,  I believe? — Yes. 

10007.  And  you  are  also  manager  of  the  gas 
works? — Yes. 


10008.  You  were  Mayor  of  Limerick  in  1870, 
were  you  not? — Yes. 

10009.  And  you  were  High  Sheriff  in  1872  ? — 
Yes.  ' 


1001U.  And  you  are  a magistrate  for  both  the 
county  and  borough  of  Limerick  ? — Yes. 

10011.  You  are  in  favour,  I believe,  of  closing 
public -houses  altogether  on  Sunday  ? — Decidedly. 

10012,  Without  any  exception? — Yes. 

10013.  What  would  you  say  about  earlier 
closing  on  Saturday  night? — It  is  most  desir- 
able. 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

10014.  Have  you  arrived  at  any  conclusion  as 
to  the  suitable  hour  for  closing  on  Saturday  night? 
— I think  it  should  be  nine  o’clock  at  the  very 
latest.  Eight  o’clock  would  be  quite  late  enough 
in  a town  like  Limerick. 

10015.  Those  being  your  views,  have  you 
turned  your  attention  to  the  evils  that  are  pro- 
phesied as  likely  to  arise  from  such  a restriction ; 
for  example,  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
shebeening,  do  you  believe  that  that  would  become 
a serious  evil  in  Limerick  ? — It  would  be  impos- 
sible in  a town  of  th6  size  of  Limerick  that 
shebeens  could  exist  to  any  extent  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  authorities  if  they  discharge 
their  duty  as  they  ought  to  do. 

. 10016.  You  are  a magistrate ; have  you  any 
3 E 2 knowledge 
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Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell — continued, 
knowledge  of  liow  the  police  discharge  their 
duties  now  in  that  respect ; is  there  any  shebeen- 
ing  in  Limerick  now  ? — Very  little. 

10017.  When  those  cases  come  before  the 
magistrates,  do  they  deal  severely  with  them  ? — 
I do  not  recollect  a conviction  for  shebeening  ; 
but  there  have  been  convictions  for  illicit  sales 
during  prohibited  hours  by  licensed  traders. 

10018.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the 
employers  of  labour  in  Limerick  on  the  subject  ? 
—Yes. 

10019-  Are  there  some  very  large  employers 
of  labour  there  ?—  Very  large. 

10020.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  employers 
of  labour  in  Limerick  upon  this  question  ‘l — I 
never  met  a large  employer  of  labour  who  was 
not  decidedly  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  and 
when  I say  large  employers  of  labour,  I mean 
any  one  who  employs  20  men  and  upwards.  They 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  Sunday  closing 
would  benefit  their  staff. 

10021.  Do  you  think  that  that  opinion  holds 
good  as  regards  early  Saturday  closing  as  well  ? 
— There  was  no  one  to  whom  I have  spoken 
about  Saturday  early  closing,  but  expressed  the 
same  opinion. 

10022.  Why  do  those  employers  of  labour  feel 
in  this  way  about  the  curtailment  of  the  hours 
on  Saturdays  and  Sundays;  is  it  as  regards  their 
workmen  not  coming  to  work  on  the  Monday  ? 
• — Yes,  some  of  them  can  never  get  their  men  to 
work  at  all  on  Monday. 

10023.  Have  you  any  figures  you  can  give  to 
the  Committee  on  that  point? — I know  of  one 
establishment  where  in  the  year  1887,  last  year, 
the  average  number  of  men  employed  was  66. 
They  were  nearly  all  labourers  ; there  were  very 
few  mechanics  among  them. 

10024.  When  were  those  men  paid  ? — They 
were  all  paid  on  Friday  night  at  six  o’clock. 

10025.  Now  let  us  have  the  results  ; they 
were  paid  on  Friday  night  you  say  ? — They 
were  paid  on  Friday  night  at  six  o’clock.  That 
I may  say  is  practically  the  pay  day  with  most 
of  the  large  employers  of  labour  in  Limerick. 
Taking  the  days  lost  in  the  whole  year  by  all  the 
men  (who  average  66  a day),  the  total  number 
of  days  lost  on  Fridays  was  63£.  The  number 
lost  on  Thursdays  was  77  £ ; the  number  lost  on 
Wednesday  was  99£  ; for  Tuesday  it  was  100|  ; 
for  Saturday  (that  is,  the  day  after  pay-day)  it 
was  139|,  and  on  Mondays  it  was  179£  ; those 
figures  are  all  out  of  the  same  workshop. 

10026.  These  heavy  figures  of  absence  on 
Saturday  and  Monday  arise  from  the  havoc 
made  in  the  wages  paid  on  Friday  night,  I pre- 
sume ?—  I can  attribute  the  abstention  from  work 
upon  Saturday  to  no  other  cause,  because  on  all 
the  other  days  of  the  week,  Mondays  alone  ex- 
cepted, the  attendance  was  very  good.  Certainly 
it  jumped  up  nearly  to  double  on  Saturday  what 
it  was  on  Friday  ; but  upon  Monday,  as  com- 
pared with  Friday,  the  men  out  were  as  three 
to  one. 

10027.  I suppose  this  is  a fair  average  esta- 
blishment in  Limerick  1 — It  is  not  the  largest ; 
there  are  two  or  three  or  four  establishments 
where  a larger  number  of  labourers  are  employed, 


Mr.  T.  TV.  Russell — continued, 
but  it  would  be  about  the  fourth  or  a fifth ; I 
have  not  asked  the  others  for  the  statistics  as  to 
their  men,  but  every  single  one  of  them  (and  I 
spoke  to  every  one  who  employed  30  or 
40  or  more  men),  stated  that  they  found  it  im- 
possible to  get  a full  muster  of  their  men  on 
Monday,  and  some  of  them  told  me  that  they 
could  not  get  their  men  to  come  into  work  at  all 
on  Monday. 

10028.  That  being  the  opinion  of  the  em- 
ployers of  labour,  have  you  any  of  the  opinions 
of  the  clergy,  Protestant  and  Catholic  ? — I never 
met  but  one  clergyman  who  was  not  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  in  Limerick. 

10029.  And  you  know  the  Catholic  clergy 
well? — Yes;  I know  the  Bishop,  Dr.  O’Dwyer. 

10030.  What  is  Dr.  O’Dwyer’s,  the  Bishop’s, 
opinion? — I know  him  intimately  and  his  opinion 
is  as  strong  as  it  is  possible  for  a man’s  to  be  in 
favour  of  early  Saturday  night  closing  and  total 
closing  on  Sunday. 

10031.  Do  you  know  Dr.  Graves’s  opinion? — 
Yes,  his  opinion  coincides  with  Dr.  O’Dwyer’s. 

10032.  With  one  exception  you  believe  the 
Protestant  and  Catholic  clergy  in  Limerick  to  be 
absolutely  in  favour  of  early  closing  on  Saturday 
and  total  closing  on  Sunday? — Yes,  I never 
heard  any  clergyman  express  the  contrary  opinion 
except  one,  and  he  was  afraid  that  shebeens  would 
grow  up  instead.  It  was  not  that  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  stop  drinking  if  possible,  but 
he  said  he  feared  that  the  shebeens  would  take 
the  place  of  the  licensed  house,  and  the  remedy 
would  be  worse  than  the  disease. 

10033.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  with 
regard  to  home  drinking;  is  it  your  opinion  that 
a great  deal  of  the  drinking  in  Limerick  is  of  a 
social  character  in  the  public-house  arising  from 
the  habit  of  treating  ? — Practically  it  is  almost 
altogether  of  that  nature. 

10034.  One  man  treating  another  and  that  man 
treating  him  in  return?— Yes,  a man  may  treat 
12  others,  and  then  each  of  the  12  treat  the 
others  in  turn. 

10035.  Even  admitting  home  drinking  did 
become  a little  more  prevalent  than  it  is,  as  the 
result  of  any  restriction  that  may  be  placed  upon 
the  traffic,  have  you  any  idea  that  the  home 
drinking  would  reach  a magnitude  to  compare 
with  the  evils  arising  from  the  present  system  ? — 
I think  it  is  utterly  impossible. 

10036.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  wife  and 
children  act  as  a restraining  influence  upon  the 
man  rather  than  the  contraiy  at  home  ? — 
Decidedly. 

10037.  You  are  not  of  opinion  that  the  wife 
would  encourage  the  man  to  drink  ? — I am  quite 
of  the  reverse  opinion  ; she  would  restrain  him 
as  far  as  possible. 

10038.  You  are  not  in  favour  of  the  bond  fide 
traveller  provision  are  you  ? — Not  as  it  is  at 
present;  I look  upon  it  as  a sham. 

10039.  You  think  that  the  law  is  evaded  by 
means  of  these  bond  fide  traveller  provisions  ? — 
Yes,  I believe  and  have  been  told  (and  it  is 
information  upon  which  I can  rely),  that  people 
walk  from  one  village  to  another  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  getting  drink  at  that  village, 
and  that  the  people  from  that  other  village  walk 
back  to  the  first  village  to  get  drink  there. 

10039*.  You 
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10039*.  You  have  given  us  the  opinion  of  the 
employers  of  labour,  and  the  opinions  of  the 
Protestant  and  Catholic  clergy,  from  your  own 
absolute  knowledge  ; now  coming  to  the  working 
classes  of  Limerick)  have  there  been  public 
meetings  in  Limerick  within  your  recollection  ? — 
There  was  one. 

10040.  Were  you  there  ? — Yes. 

10041.  Will  you  kindly  give  the  Committee 
the  history  of  that  meeting  ? — The  meeting  was 
in  1877  ; it  was  to  protest  against  the  Bill  that 
was  then  before  the  House,  the  Sunday  Closing 
Bill.  It  was  convened  by  the  licensed  traders, 
the  vintners,  and  the  then  mayor,  and  ex-Member 
lor  Limerick,  Sir  James  Spaight,  took  the  chair. 
The  meeting  was  held  in  the  court-house,  and 
was  an  open  public  meeting;  the  court-house 
was  crammed  almost  to  suffocation.  I never 
attended  a more  crowded  meeting ; the  bulk  of 
the  meeting  were  of  the  labouring  class;  a good 
many  traders  were  there,  but  the  large  majority 
of  the  meeting  were  of  the  labouring  class.  The 
present  Bishop  of  Limerick,  who  was  then  only 
curate,  attended  the- meeting.  I should  say  there 
were  not  more  than  10  or  12  men  there  who  were 
not  of  the  labouring  class  or  of  the  trade. 

10042.  But  you  were  present,  were  you  not  ? 
— I was  present  at  the  meeting;  Dr.  O’Dwyer 
proposed  a resolution. 

10043.  Was  this  the  resolution  that  the  Bishop 
proposed  : “ That  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the 
city,  both  Catholic  and  Protestant,  having  de- 
cided in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  and  the  room 
holders  of  the  city  having  voted  on  the  question 
in  the  proportion  of  nine  for  Sunday  closing  to 
one  against,  and  furthermore,  the  opinion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  important  cities  and  towns  in 
Ireland  having  been  ascertained  to  be  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing, 
this  meeting  earnestly  calls  on  the  Legislature 
to  pass  pass  into  law  next  Session  a Bill  entirely 
closing  public-houses  on  Sundays  uniformly 
throughout  Ireland  ” ? — That  was  the  resolution. 

10044.  Was  this  a meeting  convened  by  pub- 
licans to  resist  the  Bill  ? — Yes. 

10045.  Who  seconded  that  resolution? — Mr. 
Matterson,  one  of  the  Protestant  gentlemen,  who 
was  probably  then  the  second  largest  employer 
of  labour  in  Limerick. 

10046.  That  is  the  famous  bacon  curer  ?— 
Yes. 

10047.  What  happened  to  the  resolution  at 
this  meeting,  convened  by  the  publicans  to  oppose 
the  Bill? — An  amendment  was  proposed  to  the 
resolution,  which  amendment  was  originally  to 
have  been  the  resolution. 

10048.  Was  this  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  M‘ Donnell,  j.p.  ; he  is  not  a working  man  ? 
—No. 

10049.  And  seconded  by  Mr.  Begley,  a licensed 
vintner? — Yes.  “That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting  the  proposal  for  the  total  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sunday  could  not  be  adopted 
without  great  inconvenience,  and  would  not 
attain  the  object  for  which  it  was  mainly  in- 
tended.” That  was  the  amendment  he  put. 

10050.  So  that  that  was  almost  tit  for  tat  ex- 
actly what  we  are  hearing  every  day  now  ? — Yes, 
very  likely. 

10051.  What  happened  to  that  amendment? — - 
0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

That  amendment  was  only  suppoited  by  two  or 
three,  except  by  the  trade  themselves,  as  the 
report  states,  and  the  resolution  upon  being  put 
was  carried  with  great  acclamation,  waving  of 
hats,  and  the  greatest  possible  enthusiasm.  And 
ever  since  then,  so  far  as  I know,  in  Limerick  a 
public  meeting  has  never  been  convened  by  the 
trade  on  the  subject. 

10052.  I think  that  was  quite  sufficient  to 
deter  any  more  meetings  of  that  kind  being  held. 
Now  let  me  ask  are  you  a total  abstainer? — I am 
not  a total  abstainer. 

10053.  Have  you  had  any  connection  with  any 
temperance  organisation? — No. 

10054.  You  are  not  one  of  those  unfortunate 
perambulating  advocates  of  which  we  have  heard 
so  much  here  ? — No. 

10055.  You  have  no  connection  with  any 
branch  of  the  temperance  organisation  in  Ireland  ? 
— No,  I never  was  a total  abstainer;  I drink 
moderately,  but  I never  was  a total  abstainer, 
nor  do  I ever  mean  to  be  so. 

10056.  Then  you  perform  that  dangerous  act, 
as  it  has  been  called,  of  drinking  at  home? — 
Yes. 

10057.  In  addition  to  that  are  you  a Sabbatarian? 
— I am  not. 

10058.  Your  view,  I suppose,  is  the  Catholic 
view  generally,  that  people  have  a perfect  right 
to  innocent  recreation  and  enjoyment?  — De- 
cidedly. 

10059.  But  you  think  that  is  not  to  be  found 
inside  a public-house  ? — I do  not  think  that  that 
is  the  place  for  a man  to  enjoy  himself. 

10060.  You  are  a Catholic  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10061.  You  have  been  asked  a question  about 
home  drinking ; do  you  take  it  that  the  fears  ex- 
pressed with  regard  to  home  drinking  applies  to 
you,  or  to  the  class  of  people  from  whom  you 
come  ? — The  fears  very  likely  do  not  apply  to 
men  situated  as  I am,  but  I would  be  very  sorry 
to  think  that  while  I can  take  what  drink  I wish 
on  Sunday  without  making  drunkards  of  my 
wife  or  my  family,  the  artizau  could  not  take  a 
glass  of  porter  or  a bottle  of  beer  at  his  home  on 
Sunday  without  necessarily  making  all  his  child- 
ren and  his  wife  drunkards.  I think  it  is  quite 
the  reverse. 

10062.  That  is  your  opinion,  is  it  ? — That  is 
my  firm  opinion. 

10063.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  balance  of  opinion  is  strongly  against  that  ? 
— I would  not  be  surprised  at  anything  I hear 
now.  I have  heard  so  many  opinions  upon  the 
point  that  no  opinion  which  I hear  now  would 
surprise  me,  opinions  differ  so  widely. 

10064.  You  gave  us  some  evidence  with  regard 
to  a meeting  in  1877  ; was  there  a meeting  in 
1887  or  1888  upon  this  matter? — There  was  no 
public  meeting  in  Limerick. 

10065.  Has  there  been  any  expression  of 
opinion  at  all  in  Limerick  upon  the  subject? — 
The  Corporation  passed  a resolution,  and  there 
was  a resolution  passed,  I believe,  at  the  Me- 
chanics’ Institute. 

10066.  By  the  associated  trades,  was  it  not  ? — 
Yes ; it  is  very  easy  to  pass  a resolution. 

10067.  There  was  a resolution  passed  by  the 
3 E 3 Corporation 
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Mi%  John  O'Connor — continued. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 


Corporation  against  these  Bills,  was  there  not  ? 
— Yes,  I think  so. 

10068.  And  there  was  a resolution  passed  by 
the  Limerick  associated  trades  ? — Yes. 

10069.  Did  you  read  the  evidence  of  the  Mayor 
of  Limerick  ? — Yes. 

10070.  Do  you  deny  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation,  and  the  associated  trades  directly 
represent  the  views  of  the  citizens  of  Limerick 
more  faithfully  than  you  can  pretend  to  do  upon 
this  question  ? — I do  not  wish  to  set  up  my 
opinion  against  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation,  but  I am  only  telling  you  that 
so  far  as  the  public  opinion  of  Limerick  has 
been  gathered  it  is  decidedly  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing.  The  fact  that  the  Corporation 
held  a meeting  recently  and  carried  a resolution 
against  it  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  reflect  the 
opinion  of  the  ratepayers,  or  the  room-holders 
of  the  city;  most  decidedly  it  does  not  ; they 
never  consulted  their  constituents  upon  the  point 
at  all. 

10071.  When  you  take  together  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Corporation  and  the  meeting  of  the 
trades  in  connection  with  one  another,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  mayor  in  connection  with  both,  is 
that  not  a consensus  of  opinion  that  must  be 
taken  as  reflecting  the  views  of  the  citizens? — I 
do  not  think  so.  I am  perfectly  satisfied  that  if 
the  citizens  were  polled  again  as  they  were  before 
an  overwhelming  majority  would  vote  in  favour 
of  Sunday  closing  ; that  is  my  belief. 

10072.  If  we  had  only  the  opinion  of  the  Cor- 
poration perhaps  I would  be  inclined  to  agree 
with  you  ; and  if  we  had  only  the  opinion  of  the 
Associated  Trades  I might  still  be  inclined  to 
agree ; and  if  we  had  only  the  opinion  of  the 
mayor  I might  be  inclined  to  agree  ; but  having 
all  those  three  opinions  together,  do  you  not 
think  that  that  more  faithfully  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  people  than  any  opinion  which  you 
can  express  before  the  Committee? — It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  greater  number  against  one,  no 
doubt. 

10073.  And  it  is  the  opinion  of  representative 
bodies? — Yes. 

10074.  And  of  representative  men? — Yes; 
but  the  Corporation  do  not  represent  the  city  in 
everything.  As  a matter  of  fact,  they  did  not 
take  the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  Limerick  when  they  passed  that  reso- 
lution. 

10075.  That  is  your  opinion,  is  it  ? — That  is 
the  fact. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

10076.  Did  they  not  bear  in  mind  the  feeling 
of  their  constituents  ? — I do  not  know  that  they 
did. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10077.  Have  you  heard  it  stated  that  the 
habits  of  the  people  of  Ireland  are  improving  in 
this  particular  as  regards  drink  ? — I believe 
myself  that  the  habits  of  the  people  are  im- 
proving. 1 know  in  County  Limerick  I have 
heard  it  stated  quite  recently  by  the  bishop  that 
since  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  was  passed 
drunkenness  has  decreased  very  largely  in  the 
county. 


( 10078.  Do  you  know  that  it  has  been  stated  by 
official  witnesses  and  others  here  from  the  large 
cities  where  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  does  not 
exist,  that  the  habits  of  the  people  are  improving 
and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  extension 
of  the  Act  to  those  cities  ? — I have  not  heard 
that  statement. 

10079.  Now  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
bona  fide  travellers,  I think  you  said  that  a man 
would  walk  three  miles  to  and  fro  in  order  to  get 
drink  ? — Yes,  I have  two  villages  in  my  mind  now 
which  are  nothing  more  than  villages,  and  just 
three  miles  apart,  and  people  walk  from  one  to 
the  other  to  get  drink. 

10080.  Do  you  not  think  that  when  a certain 
class  of  people  do  that  in  order  to  get  drink,  it 
is  useless  to  try  to  prevent  those  people  from 
getting  drink  by  any  Act  of  Parliament  at  all  ? 
— There  are  some  people  that  will  manage  by 
some  means  or  other,  I believe,  to  get  drink. 

10081.  Those  are  people  who  are  confirmed 
drinkers  of  alcohol? — Yes,  it  is  very  hard  to  pre- 
vent a confirmed  drinker  from  getting  drink. 

10082.  Seeing  that  the  Act  itself  does  not 
curb  the  inclinations  of  a confirmed  drunkard, 
or  prevent  him  from  indulging  in  his  habit,  is  it 
not  a hardship  to  prevent  other  people  from 
making  a use  of  the  public-house  which  is  not 
improper  ? — I do  not  think  it  is  any  great  wrong 
done  to  a man  to  prevent  him  from  going  into  a 
public-house  on  a Sunday. 

10083.  You  do  not  think  it  is  a hardship  upon 
an  ordinary  man  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

10084.  Supposing  the  man  himself  thinks  it  a 
hardship,  would  you  think  it  right  to  impose  your 
view  upon  any  other  person? — All  laws  are  im- 
posing the  will  of  the  Legislature  upon  other 
people. 

10085.  But  the  Legislature  is  supposed  to  re- 
flect the  will  of  the  people? — Yes:  I wish  to 
explain  a point  I referred  to  just  now.  I believe 
that  the  great  objection  to  this  proposed  legis- 
lation, speaking  from  a working  man’s  point  of 
view  is  this,  they  say  it  is  class  legislation,  and  I 
agree  with  them  there.  Therefore  I am  in- 
clined to  go  a little  further,  and  I would  allow 
no  drink  to  be  sold  at  any  bar  on  Sunday  to  any- 
one unless  in  a place  where  food  was  sold  as  well. 
In  that  way  I would  deprive  the  new  legislation 
of  its  class  character. 

10086.  The  present  limit  of  distanca,  three 
miles,  has  failed  to  prevent  a certain  class  from 
getting  drink ; is  not  that  so  ? — The  three  miles’ 
limit  has  failed. 

10087.  There  is  a class  of  people  who  will  get 
drink  anyhow  ? — I daresay  there  is,  but  that  is  a 
small  class. 

10088.  Is  it  right,  in  your  opinion,  to  inflict 
injury  and  hardship  upon  another  large  class  for 
the  sake  of  this  small  class  which  is  not  benefited 
by  the  restriction.  I am  not  asking  whether 
you  think  it  is  a hardship ; but,  assuming  that 
the  large  class  think  it  a hardship,  is  it  right 
to  inflict  that  hardship  upon  them? — If  Parlia- 
ment think  that  any  measure  is  necessary  for  the 
good  of  the  community,  they  have  a perfect 
right  to  pass  it,  although  individuals  may  think  it 
wrong. 

10089.  Parliament  only  recognises  the  will  of 
the  majority,  and  you  yourself  say  that  this  is 

only 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
only  a small  class.  Applying  that  same  prin- 
ciple here,  do  you  think  that  Parliament  has 
a right  to  inflict  a hardship  upon  a lai-ger  class 
•who  form  the  majority  of  the  people  in  order  to 
check  the  drinking  habits  of  the  small  class,  as 
you  yourself  call  it,  who,  even  according  to  your 
own  opinion,  cheat  the  law  now.  You  said,  did 
you  not,  it  was  only  a small  class? — The  hard- 
drinking  people  are  a small  class  of  the  com- 
munity, decidedly. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10090.  But  is  it  not  because  you  believe  the 
majority  of  the  people  are  in  favour  of  this  law, 
that  you  wish  to  see  it  enacted  ? — I do  believe, 
most  decidedly,  that  the  majority  of  the  adult 
population  in  Limerick,  if  their  votes  were  taken 
now  as  they  were  taken  prior  to  1877,  would  be 
largely  in  favour  of  the  measure. 

M r.  John  O'  Connor. 

10091.  But  we  have  had  opinions  different 
from  yours  upon  that  head.  We  have  had  the 
opinions  of  representative  men,  and  of  repre- 
sentative bodies,  and  those  opinions  do  not  coin- 
cide with  yours ? — Yes;  they  gave  their  own 
opinion. 

10092.  The  Mayor  of  Limerick  gave  his 
opinion  ; he  is  a representative  ? — Yes. 

10093.  The  Corporation  and  the  Trades  Asso- 
ciation gave  their  opinion ; they  are  also  repi-e- 
sentative  bodies,  are  they  not? — Yes.  I do  not 
know  how  many  of  the  associated  trades  were  at 
that  meeting.  There  might  be  only  six. 

10094.  We  have  it  all  in  the  evidence  ; the 
Corporation  is  a representative  body ; and  you, 
of  course,  do  not  speak  in  a representative  capa- 
city. When  you  offer  your  opinion,  that  ought 
to  be  borne  in  mind,  and  your  evidence  must  be 
estimated  at  its  proper  value,  must  it  not  ?— Of 
course  I am  only  giving  my  evidence  for  what  it 
is  worth. 

10095.  Now  with  regard  to  this  establishment 
where  those  working  men  were  employed,  I think 
you  say  those  men  were  paid  on  Friday? — Yes, 
on  Friday  nights. 

10096.  The  week  ends  on  Friday  with  them  ? 
— The  week  ends  on  Friday. 

10097.  That  is  the  night  that  - the  men  are 
engaged  and  discharged  if  it  is  necessary  to  dis- 
charge any  ? — Yes. 

10098.  Would  not  the  absence  of  a number  of 
men  in  that  way  the  next  day  account  for  these 
wonderful  figures,  through  the  changing  of  the 
hands  ? — N o ; because  in  the  establishments  I 
speak  of  there  is  scarcely  ever  a man  who  enters 
on  a Saturday  morning  who  does  not  fulfil  his 
week ; it  is  not  a place  where  they  take  in  more 
men  on  Saturday,  but  the  ordinary  practice 
is  that  the  man  who  commences  his  work  on 
Satui’day  is  allowed  to  go  on  for  the  whole 
week. 

10099.  And  he  begins  his  next  week  on  the 
following  Fx-iday  ? — Yes. 

10100.  Therefore  any  men  who  were  to  be 
discharged  would  be  dischax-ged  on  Friday? — Yes. 

10101.  Would  not  that  account  for  the  absence 
of  a good  many  men  on  Satux-day  ? — No,  because 
the  men  that  went  there  upon  that  Saturday 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
should  be  there  upon  every  day  of  the  succeeding 
five,  and  these  figures  show  that  you  find  a large 
muster  every  day  except  Saturday. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

10102.  In  fact  they  would  not  be  recognised 
upon  the  staff  of  the  establishment  at  all  after  the 
Friday  ? — No. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10103.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  employment 
that  you  refer  to  ? — Thej1-  are  the  gasworks ; I 
am  the  manager  of  the  works. 

10104.  You  are  in  favour-,  I understand,  of 
extending  the  limits  of  the  distance  in  the  bond 
Jide  traveller  clause? — Yes,  I would  say  to  at  least 
six  or  seven  miles. 

10105.  You  are  in  favour  of  early  Saturday 
closing  and  total  Sunday  closing,  ax-e  you  not? — 
Yes,  for  qvery  bar  in  the  country,  hotels  and  all 
alike. 

10L06.  I suppose  you  would  be  ixx  favour  of 
extinguishing  the  public-house  altogether? — I 
would  not ; I have  not  considered  that  subject. 

Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald. 

10107.  You  have  stated  that  you  have  come 
here  in  your  individual  capacity,  and  not  in  a re- 
presentative capacity? — Yes. 

10108.  In  fact  you  represent  nobody  but  your- 
self?— I do  not  px-etend  to. 

10109.  How  long  is  it  since  you  were  Mayor 
of  Limex-ick?  -In  1870. 

10110.  How  long  have  you  ceased  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Coi-poration  ? — I had  to  cease  being 
a member  when  I took  an  office  of  emolument 
under  the  Corpox-ation. 

10111.  When  was  that  ? — In  1875. 

10112.  Did  you  Continue  in  the  Corporation 
from  1870  to  1875?— lres,  from  1868  to  1875; 
and  I am  an  officer  of  the  body  still. 

10113.  In  what  capacity? — As  manager  of 
their  gaswox’ks? — The  gasworks  I referred  to 
belong  to  the  Corporation. 

10114.  You  stated  that  at  this  meeting  to 
which  you  referred  Mr.  M'Donnell,  j.p.,  moved 
a resolution  ? — He  moved  the  amendment. 

10115.  Which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  David 
Bigley?  —Yes. 

10116.  A town  councillor  of  Limex-ick  ? — Yes  ; 
he  was  not  then  in  the  town  council ; he  is  so  now. 

10117.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  Mr.  M‘Donnell 
is  a large  employer  of  labour? — I would  not 
call  him  a large  employer  of  labour ; he  is  a 
timber  merchant. 

10118.  Is  he  likely  to  have  30  to  40  men 
employed  upon  his  premises  ? — I should  say  not 
40 ; but  I do  not  know  how  many  he  employs. 

I would  not  call  him  a large  employer  of  labour, 
but,  perhaps,  a fairly  large  employer. 

10119.  Would  you  say  large,  comparatively 
speaking,  as  compared  with  the  other  employer's 
of  labour  in  Limerick  ? — Yes,  comparatively 
speaking,  with  the  others,  be  might  be  called  a 
fairly  large  employer  of  labour. 

10120.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  in  your 
tobacco  factory  ? — Most  of  my  hands  now  are 
women ; it  is  machine  work. 

10121.  How  many  men  do  you  employ? — At 
present  there  would  be  not  more  than  15  men  and 
about  25  women. 

3 E 4 10122.  Out 
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Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

10122.  Out  of  the  15  men,  how  many  are 
absent  on  Monday  as  a rule  ? — I could  not  tell 
that,  because  the  employment  was  not  sufficiently 
large  for  me  to  attach  any  importance  to  it; 
when  I had  all  men,  before  the  machines  came 
in,  I used  to  employ  60  or  70,  and  I could  not 
get  them  to  come  in  to  work  at  all  on  Monday, 
but  I could  not  tell  you  how  many  of  my  own 
men  are  out  now. 

10123.  Are  you  not  as  much  interested  in 
your  own  private  business,  as  a tobacco  manu- 
facturer, as  you  are  in  your  work  as  paid 
manager  of  the  gasworks  ? — I ought  to  be. 

10124.  And  therefore  you  ought  to  be  as  well 
acquainted  with  what  takes  place  in  your  private 
establishment  as  in  the  one  of  which  you  are 
manager? — As  a matter  of  fact,  I am  not, 
because  I have  a son  who  looks  after  my  business, 
and  1 do  not  devote  nearly  as  much  time  to  it  as 
to  the  business  for  which  I am  paid  to  look 
after. 

10125.  And  you  have  not  sought,  as  I under- 
stand you,  for  any  statistics  in  your  own  establish- 
ment, but  you  have  sought  for  them  elsewhere  ? 
— Yes,  because  the  one  was  a very  large  employ- 
ment, and  the  other  a very  small  employment ; 
the  number  of  men  is  15  as  against  66.  I do 
not  know  how  many  of  my  own  hands  were 
out  for  the  last  12  months. 

10126.  In  the  gasworks  you  have  66  men  em- 
ployed, you  said  ? — That  is  the  average ; there 
would  sometimes  be  as  many  as  90,  and  some- 
times it  would  fall  to  50;  but  66  is  the  average 
for  the  year. 

10127.  If  one  out  of  every  30  Avere  absent 
on  Saturday,  Avould  that  be  a very  extraordinary 
thing  in  your  opinion  ? — That  is  not  very  extra- 
ordinary. 

10128.  On  the  contrary,  would  you  not  con- 
sider it  a very  satisfactory  state  of  things  if  only 
one  man  out  of  30  was  absent  on  a Saturday  ? — 
But  you  should  take  that  comparatively  Avith 
the  numbers  absent  on  the  other  days  of  the 
week.  There  ought  to  be  as  many  men  there  on 
a Saturday  as  upon  a Thursday  or  a Friday. 

10129.  You  would  not  consider  it  an  unsatis- 
factory state  of  things,  would  you,  that  one  man 
out  of  30  would  be  absent;  that  would  not  dis- 
arrange the  business  of  the  establishment,  would 
it? — No,  but  it  disarranges  the  unfortunate 
man’s  own  business  very  seriously.  It  does  not 
concern  us,  because  Ave  can  get  a man  to  take 
his  place. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10130.  Is  not  that  work  in  the  gasworks  a 
very  fatiguing  kind  of  employment  ?— Only  for 
the  stokers  ; for  the  rest  of  the  men  it  is  as  easy 
work  as  they  can  be  put  to.  The  stokers,  or 
Avhat  we  call  firemen,  are  a very  small  proportion  ; 
the  average  number  of  them  is  from  four  to  18. 
There  would  be  18  in  winter  time,  and  four  in 
summer  time. 

Mr.  Peter  M(  Donald. 

10131.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it  is  the  most 
fatiguing  class  of  work  that  is  to  be  had  in 
Limerick,  is  it  not?— Stoking  is  very  severe 
work,  no  doubt. 

10132.  It  is  so  looked  upon  by  us  in  Dublin. 


Mr.  Peter  M‘ Donald — continued. 

Did  you  read  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Byrne  the 
other  day  with  regard  to  the  gasAvorks  at  Dublin  ? 
— No,  I did  not  read  his  evidence. 

10133.  He  gave  evidence  with  regard  to  a 
similar  class  of  works,  namely,  the  gasworks  in 
Dublin,  and  he  expressed  his  opinion  that  it  is 
not  to  be  Avondei’ed  at  that  men  are  occasionally 
invalided  by  that  class  of  work,  and  that  they 
needed  strong  refreshments  in  order  to  physi- 
cally sustain  them  ; is  that  your  opinion  ? — I 
should  be  sorry  to  set  my  opinion  against  that  of 
any  medical  man,  but  I do  not  believe  in  the 
efficacy  of  drink  for  any  kind  of  work. 

Mr.  T.  W.  llussell. 

10134.  Do  the  men  need  refreshment  on  Satur- 
day more  than  on  any  other  day? — No;  the  em- 
ployment is  the  same  every  day  of  the  week. 

Mr.  Peter  Mc Donald. 

10135.  You  expressed  the  opinion  yourself 
that  one  out  of  30  absent  on  Saturday  is  not  an 
unsatisfactory  state  of  things? — That  must  be 
taken  as  I said,  relatively  to  the  other  days  of 
the  Aveek. 

10136.  And  yet  you  paraded  these  figures  here, 
and  came  up  specially  prepared  and  fully  shotted  to 
surprise  this  Committee  with  the  statement  that 
on  Saturday  out  of  66  men  in  daily  attendance  the 
attendance  is  1 39|  in  the  year,  that  is  to  say,  in 
other  words,  one  man  out  of  every  30  on  Satur- 
days ? — Yes. 

10137.  And  yet  you  admit  that  that  could  not 
be  considered  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  ? 
— I say  that  the  attendance  ought  to  be  as  good 
on  Saturday  and  Monday,  and  every  day  of  the 
Aveek.  I can  vouch  for  these  figures  of  mine, 
but  I cannot  testify  to  the  accuracy  of  your  cal- 
culations. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

10138.  You  have  not  given  any  statement  as 
to  Sunday  work  in  these  figures  of  employment  ? 
— The  reason  I have  not  done  so  is  because  there 
are  no  men  employed  on  Sundays  but  the  stokers. 
We  only  employ  what  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  work,  and  the  men  in  the  yard  and 
those  in  the  streets,  gasfitters,  &c.,  are  not 
employed  on  Sunday.  There  would  be  no  use 
in  fivin"'  the  figures  on  Sunday,  because  it  is 
ouly  the  stokers  Avho  work  on  Sundays. 

10139.  How  many  stokers  do  you  employ 
altogether  ?— It  varies  from  four  to  18  ; at  the 
present  time  it  is  four  ; it  is  18  in  Avinter. 

10140.  What  are  the  hours  of  labour  ? — From 
six  to  six,  and  two  hours  for  meals. 

10141.  Out  of  12  hours  ? — Yes,  two  hours  out 
of  the  12, 

10142.  How.  does  the  work  go  on  after  six 
o’clock? — The  night  men  come  on  then. 

10143.  Are  the  night  men  included  in  this 
estimate? — Yes.  The  stokers  who  are  this  week 
on  night  duty  go  on  day  duty  next  Aveek  ; they 
take  alternate  weeks. 

10144.  When  you  say  that  the  fair  average  is 
66  men,  that  means  that  60  are  employed  in  the 
day  and  six  at  night;  is  that  so  ?— No,  the  fair 
average  number  upon  the  roll  for  the  year  is  66. 
Sometimes  we  have  90  men  at  work,  and  some- 
times they  dAvindle  down  to  40. 

10145.  Where 
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Mr.  Tomlinson — continued. 

10145.  Were  you  in  Limerick  on  Saturday 
last?— Yes.  3 

10146.  Could  you  tell  me  the  number  of  men 
you  employed  last  Friday?— I suppose  the 
number  last  Friday  would  be  between  50  and  60. 

10147.  Would  that  be  the  men  employed  by 
day,  or  day  and  night  ?— ' The  whole  number  on 
the  roll  altogether.  When  we  have  six  stokers  at 
work  there  would  be  only  three  of  them  on  night 
work. 

10148.  Last  Friday  there  were  three  stokers 
on  at  night;  how  many  were  there  on  in  the  day? 
— Three  iD  the  day. 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued. 

10149.  Three  by  day  and  three  by  night?— 
Yes. 

10150.  What  would  be  the  whole  number  of 
the  men  employed  at  the  gasworks  in  the  day- 
time last  F riday  ? — If  there  were  60  on  the  sheet 
there  would  be  57  at  work  in  the  daytime  and 
three  stokers  for  the  night,  and  there  would  be 
the  engine-man  also  going  on  duty  at  six  o’clock 
at  night.  And  in  the  winter  time  there  would  be 
nine  stokers  and  an  engine-man  going  on  duty  at 
six  o clock  at  night,  and  being  relieved  at  six 
o’clock  in  the  morning. 


0.67. 
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Thursday , 21  st  June  1888. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Mr.  Biggai-. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

Mr.  Gent-Davis. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL 


Mr.  William  Johnston. 
Mr.  Lea. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

FOR  IRELAND,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Maurice  IJealy,  a Member  of  the  House,  called  in;  and  Examined. 


Chairman. 

10151.  You  represent  the  City  of  Cork? — I 
am  junior  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork. 

10152.  You  are  resident  in  the  city? — Yes;  I 
practice  as  solicitor  there. 

10153.  How  long  have  you  been  resident 
there  ? — I have  been  residing  in  Cork  since 
1882. 

10154.  I assume  you  are,  from  your  profession 
as  well  as  your  other  acquaintance  with  the  City 
of  Cork,  pretty  well  qualitied  to  speak  to  their 
requirements  and  wants  ? — I think  I may  claim 
to  be  ; I may  mention  that  I should  also  like  to 
•speak  as  to  the  rural  districts  of  Ireland ; I was 
resident  in  the  rural  districts  previous  to  1882. 

10155.  With  reference  to  the  first  branch  of 
our  inquiry,  the  question  of  Sunday  closing,  you 
are  aware  it  divides  itself  into  two  branches ; first, 
whether  the  Act  should  be  made  perpetual  as 
regards  rural  districts  ; and,  secondly,  whether  it 
should  be  extended  to  exempt  cities,  of  which 
Cork  is  one.  As  you  say  you  have  a knowledge 
of  the  working  of  the  rural  Acts,  what  is  the 
result  of  your  experience  as  to  their  working  ? — 
The  result  of  my  observation  has  been  that  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  has  been  of  enormous  bene- 
fit to  the  rural  districts  of  Ireland.  I was  resi- 
dent in  those  districts  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Act  and  subsequent.  I was  acquainted  with 
those  districts  when  the  houses  were  open  on 
Sunday,  and  I have  been  acquainted  with  them 
since  the  closing  of  the  houses,  and  my  observa- 
tion is  that  the  effect  of  the  Sunday  Closing  A.ct 
was  to  work  enormous  benefit  to  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. This  question  as  to  the  rural  districts  is 
sometimes  treated  as  if  it  was  merely  a question 
of  public-houses  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  large  cities.  The  argument  is  used  that  persons 
go  out  from  large  cities  on  Sundays  for  a walk,  and 
that  they  cannot  get  refreshment,  but  I wish  to 
point  out  that  that  argument  only  affects  an 
infinitesimal  portion  of  the  rural  districts  of 
Ireland.  There  are  only  five  or  six  large  cities 
in  Ireland,  and  the  area  to  which  that  argument 


Chairman — continued. 

could  apply  is  necessarily  very  limited ; the 
real  bearing  of  rural  Sunday  closing  is  as  regards 
the  small  Irish  towns,  the  towns  from  2,000  popu- 
lation downwards.  And  as  regards  those  the  im- 
portance of  Sunday  closing  is  not  so  much  as 
regards  the  inhabitants  of  those  towns,  but  as 
regards  the  large  mass  of  farmers  and  peasants 
and  agricultural  labourers  who  necessarily,  flock 
into  those  towns  on  Sundays.  Sunday  is  . the 
only  day  which  brings  persons  of  that  class  into 
the  towns  where  the  public-houses  are.  Before 
the  Act  they  used  to  come  into  those  towns  to  mass 
on  Sundays ; a very  large  proportion  of  them 
waited  in  the  town  from  the  time  when  Divine 
service  was  over  until  the  public-houses  opened, 
and  then  the  public-houses  did  a roaring  trade  for 
the  rest  of  the  day,  that,  was  from  two  o’clock 
until  seven.  They  came  into  town  in  the  morning ; 
they  eat  nothing  all  day  ; they  had  no  means  of 
providing  themselves  with  any  refreshments  ex- 
cept drink,  and  the  result  was  that  it  made  them 
quarrelsome  and  noisy,  and  it  was  extremely  un- 
pleasant for  the  residents  in  the  town,  and  for 
those  who  lived  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  those  towns,  because  there  were  towards  evening 
perpetual  quarrels  and  fights,  and  scenes  of  vio- 
lence which  professional  experience  enables  me  to 
say  enormously  decreased  as  a consequence  of  the 
passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

10156.  Since  the  Act  passed  you  think  they 
went  quietly  and  had  their  little  refreshment  at 
home? — Certainly,  if  they  took  anything  in  the 
shape  of  liquor,  which  I greatly  doubt. 

10157.  So  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with 
public  opinion  in  the  rural  districts,  is  the  Act 
supported  by  the  great  body  of  the  public?— By 
the  enormous  mass  of  the  public. 

10158.  Of  all  classes  ?— Of  all  classes  except 
those  directly  interested. 

10159.  The  independent  public  opinion?— 
Certainly. 

10160.  We  have  had  several  witnesses  here 
who  anticipated  certain  evils  as  likely  to  arise 
from 
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Chairman — continued. 

from  the  closing  of  public-houses,  such  as  demo- 
ralisation of  the  people  by  home  drinking  ? — That 
is  a matter  on  which  experience  enables  us  to 
speak  in  the  case  of  the  rural  districts  of  Ireland. 
That  argument  was  largely  made  use  of  when  the 
Bill  was  passing  as  an  argument  against  the  Bill, 
and  I think  experience  has  shown  there  was 
absolutely  no  foundation  for  it.  I venture  to 
say  that  the  increase  of  liquor  sold  for  the  pur- 
poses of  home  drinking  as  a consequence  of  the 
passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  been 
absolutely  nil. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10161.  I suppose  you  would  agree  that  the 
character  of  Irishmen  is  largely  social  ?— Cer- 
tainly. I regard  it  as  a libel  on  my  fellow 
countrymen  that  they  deliberately  set  out  with 
the  purpose  of  getting  drunk  before  their  minds, 
or  that  they  would  provide  themselves  with  liquor 
with  the  idea  of  getting  drunk. 

Chairman. 

10162  At  any  rate,  that  is  your  opinion?— 
My  opinion  is  that  the  allegation  that  people  in 
the  rural  districts  have  provided  themselves  with 
liquor  for  Sunday  drinking  is  absolutely  without 
foundation. 

10163.  You  think,  both  from  your  knowledge 
of  the  habits  of  our  fellow  countrymen  and  from 
actual  experience,  that  that  anticipation  need 
not  weigh  ? — Certainly. 

10164.  The  question  I asked  is  founded  on  a 
good  deal  of  evidence  ; you  have  heard  of  the 
argument  as  to  the  public  increase  of  home 
drinking  ; I mean  home  drinking  in  excess  ? — It 
is  a familiar  argument. 

10165.  It  was  made  constantly  before  the 
Committee  in  1877  ?— And  if  my  recollection 
serves  me  during  this  Committee  it  is  the  stock 
argument. 

10166.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to 
make  founded  on  your  experience  of  the  rural 
districts  ? — Yes ; I would  like  to  say  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  enforcement  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  in  rural  districts  by  the  police  authorities  is 
not  at  all  what  it  ought  to  be.  Both  before,  this 
Sunday  Closing  Committee  began  to  sit  and  since, 
I have  taken  occasion  to  communicate  with  persons 
in  the  rural  districts  of  Ireland,  with  clergy- 
men and  others,  and  there  is.  a universal 
consensus  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  serious 
effort  made  by  the  police  to  enforce  the  existing 
Sunday  Closing  Act ; in  fact,  one  of  . the  things, 
if  anything,  which  would  tend  to.  discredit  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  is  the  notorious  fact  now 
used  as  an  argument  against  the  extension  of  the 
Bill  that  anybody  who  sets  himself  to  get  drink 
can  get  drink. 

10167.  Do  you  think  now  that  any  person  who 
does  set  himself,  as  you  express  it  forcibly,  to  get 
drink,  can? — Certainly. 

10168.  Do  you  think  this  occurred  by  means 
of  shebeens  or  low-class  public-houses  which 
evade  the  law  ? — As  regards  shebeens,  I think 
outside  Dublin  shebeens  are  non-existent  in 
Ireland.  There  is  absolutely  no  such  tiling  as  a 
shebeen  in  a rural  district  of  Irelaud  or  in  the 
small  towns.  I cannot  speak  as  to  Dublin,  but 
either  in  the  city  of  Cork,  with  which  I am 

0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

familiar,  or  in  the  rural  districts  of  Ireland,  so 
far  as  the  south  is  concerned,  that  being  the 
portion  to  which  my  experience  goes,  shebeens 
are  absolutely  non-existent. 

10169.  You  think  it  is  by  violationsonthe  part  of 
low-class  licensed  traders  ? — Certainly.  I observe 
that  complaint  to  this  effect  has  been  made  by  other 
witnesses  here,  and  amongst  others,  I think  by 
the  Mayor  of  Clonmel;  and  I observed  that 
within  a week  after  the  M ayor  of  Clonmel  gave 
his  evidence  here,  the  police  of  Clonmel,  stimulated 
to  activity  by  his  evidence,  made  a raid  the  very 
next  Sunday,  and  brought  up  no  less  than  six 
publicans  out  of  the  city,  and  charged  them  with 
violations  of  the  Act,  with  the  result,  I am  sorry 
to  say,  that  10  s.  was  the  fine  imposed  in  all 
cases.  That  is  a point  also  which  I should  like 
to  emphasize,  that  it  is  perfectly  futile  to  expect 
to  put  down  the  breaches  of  the  Licensing  Act 
when  it  is  open  to  magistrates  to  impose  so  small 
a penalty  as  10  s. 

10170.  You  would  have  a larger  minimum 
fine? — Yes;  and  I would  record  on  the  license 
any  breach  of  the  disciplinary  laws  connected 
with  public  houses,  such  as  the  sale  of  drink  at 
prohibited  times. 

10171.  You  would  not  leave  it  optional? — I 
would  not. 

10172.  Your  suggestion  is  that  a deliberate- 
breach  of  the  laws,  if  it  occurs,  should  forfeit  the 
license  ! — Yes,  after  three  offences.  I may  say 
in  that  view  I should  be  supported,  not  merely  by 
temperance  people,  but  by  the  more  respectable 
owners  of  public-houses. 

10173.  It  would  have  the  effect  of  weeding 
out  the  disreputable  owners  to  whom  you  refer 
who  violate  the  law? — Yes,  and  the  present  state 
of  things  places  the  respectable  class  of  traders 
who  will  not  break  the  law  in  a very  serious  posi- 
tion as  compared  with  disreputable  traders,  who 
will  break  the  law.  In  my  opinion  it  is  simply 
trifling  with  an  important  subject  to  say  that  a 
10  s.  fine  can  be  regarded  as  a serious  deterrent 
from  breaches  of  the  law,  which  are  an  enormous 
source  of  profit.  It  is  profitable  at  present  to 
that  class  of  traders  to  break  the  law. 

10174.  It  would  be  merely  regarded  as  a sort  of 
tax  or  outgoing  connected  with  the  business  ? — 
Yes ; I may  say  one  of  the  most  prominent  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  trade  in  Cork,  Alderman 
Horgan  himself,  in  an  interview  which  was  pub- 
lished in  connection  with  this  Committee,  declared 
that  he,  for  one,  quite  concurred  in  the  necessity 
for  some  steps  being  taken  to  put  down  the 
breaches  of  the  licensing  laws  by  the  less  reputable 
members  of  the  trade. 

10175.  Have  you  any  observations  or  sugges- 
tions to  offer  to  us  on  the  subject  of  the  bonajide 
traveller  as  regards  the  rural  district?  — I largely 
concur  with  what  has  been  said  on  the  subject  by 
the  majority  of  witnesses.  I think  the  three 
mile  limit — the  notion  that  a man  by  walking 
three  miles  can  make  himself  a traveller — is  per- 
fectly absurd. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10176.  You  think  the  present  system  has  been 
found  defective  ? — It  facilitates  breaches  of  the 
law;  and  it  renders  detection  exceedingly  difficult. 

3 p 2 10177.  What 
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Chairman. 

10177.  What  limit  do  you  suggest?- — Any 
limit  suggested  must  necessarily  be  an  arbitrary 
one. 

10178.  Would  you  consider  it  a cause  of  com- 
plaint to  anybody  to  adopt  a sixmile  limit? — I 
would  not. 

10179.  You  think  a man  may  fairly  be  re- 
quired to  travel  six  miles  in  order  to  be  considered 
a bona  fide  traveller  ? — Yes. 

10180.  Coming  now  to  the  question  of  the 
commercial  cities,  such  as  Cork  in  particular, 
with  which  you  are  familiar,  will  you  state  your 
view  on  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  the  Act 
to  those  cities? — I am  in  favour  of  the  extension 
of  the  Act  to  all  the  commercial  cities,  and  the 
total  closing  of  public-houses  in  cities  on  Sun- 
days. 

10181.  If  that  were  adopted,  do  you  think  any 
serious  inconvenience  would  be  caused ; take  the 
city  of  Cork  with  which  you  are  familiar  ? — 1 do 
not  think  any  serious  inconvenience  would  result 
from  it. 

10182.  Is  there  one  class  of  people  who  dine 
out  in  Cork,  and  might  be  deprived  of  it? — Such 
persons  are  ir.  Cork  practically  non-existent. 

10183.  Now  as  to  the  second  branch  of  the 
question  which  was  referred  to  us,  the  early 
closing  on  Saturday  ? — That  is  a subject  on  which 
my  views  are,  if  possible,  stronger  than  they  are 
on  the  other  subject.  I think  the  Saturday  night 
"drinking  is  the  origin  of  a great  deal  of  the 
drunkenness  which  exists,  and  I think  any 
measure  which  fails  to  deal  with  that  question 
will  be  seriously  defective. 

10184.  At  what  hour  do  you  think  we  might 
•safely,  and  without  hardship  to  any  class,  close 
the  public-houses  on  Saturday  ? — I should  be  in 
favour  of  closing  public-houses  on  Saturday  at 
eight  o’clock. 

10185.  Do  you  think  that  would  interfere  with 
the  habits  of  the  people  as  regards  marketing  ? — 
I do  not.  In  the  city  of  Cork  public-houses  are 
almost  universally  purely  public-houses. 

10186.  That  is  to  say,  they  are  not  grocers? — 
They  do  not  sell  other  goods  in  addition. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Hassell. 

10187.  As  you  are  aware,  that  is  not  the  case 
throughout  Ireland  generally? — That  is  so,  espe- 
cially in  small  houses. 

Chairman. 

10188.  In  Dublin  we  have  evidence  that  it  is 
so  ? — I think  Cork  is  exceptionally  situated  in 
that  respect;  but  in  Cork  no  one  will  deny  the 
fact  that  public-houses  are  almost  invariably 
solely  public-houses. 

10189.  As  you  have  given  your  attention  to 
this  subject  we  should  be  glad  to  hear  your  views 
on  the  subject? — I may  say  to  the  Committee 
that  on  the  question  of  Saturday  night  closing 
there  is  even  a larger  body  of  opinion  in  its 
favour  than  there  is  on  the  question  of  Sun- 
day closing.  I believe  on  the  question  of 
Sunday  closing  m cities  we  would  have  not 
only  a majority,  but  a large  majority.  I be- 
lieve, for  instance,  in  my  constituency,  if  the 
city  of  Cork  was  polled  on  this  question  of  total 
Sunday  closing  we  would  carry  total  closing  by 
at  least  5 to  1,  but  I believe  we  would  carry 
Saturday  night  closing  by  20  to  1.  There  is  a 


Chairman — continued. 

considerable  section  of  persons  who  for  one 
reason  or  other  would  be  averse  to  total  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sunday  who  would  be  in 
favour  of  early  Saturday  night  closing.  I may 
mention  two  witnesses  who  have  already  been 
before  the  Committee  from  the  constituency  I 
represent.  The  Mayor  of  Cork  was  against  total 
Sunday  closing,  but  was  in  favour  of  Saturday 
night  closing,  and  Mr.  Crean  also,  though  against 
total  Sunday  closing,  gave  notice  of  motion  in 
the  Cork  Corporation  (a  motion  which  never  came 
on),  that  he  would  himself  move  a resolution  in 
favour  of  Saturday  night  closing. 

10190.  So  you  think  that  Saturday  night  clo- 
sing at  an  early  hour  would  be  supported,  as  far 
as  your  knowledge  of  Ireland  goes,  by  an  over- 
whelming mass  of  public  opinion? — Certainly. 
The  Committee  have  had  before  them  the  fact 
that  we. have  had  some  public  discussion  of  this 
matter  in  the  city  of  Cork.  The  fact  has  been 
mentioned  that  no  less  than  45  of  the  Catholic 
clergymen  of  the  city  signed  a request  in  favour 
of  the  three  points,  rendering  the  existing  Act  per- 
petual, extending  it  to  the  cities,  and  in  favour  of 
Saturday  night  closing.  I should  say  that  in 
addition  to  tnose  45  we  could  have  got  some 
other  clergymen  who  were  absent  or  who  were 
not  asked  to  sign  it,  and  there  would  probably 
be  a minority. of  four  or  five  who  would  not  sign 
on  the  question  of  total  Sunday  closing.  I do 
not,  however,  believe  that  there  is  a single  clergy- 
man in  Cork  of  any  denomination  who  would  not 
be  in  favour  of  Saturday  night  closing. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10191.  Will  you  kindly  mention  the  total 
number  of  clergymen  in  Cork?— I am  not  able 
to  say.  We  had  45  signatories  to  our  requisition, 
of  whom  42  were  directly  in  the  city  ; I should 
say  there  would  be  not  more  than  10  more. 

Chairman. 

10192.  We  have  had  evidence  here,  rather 
conflicting  evidence,  given  by  persons  connected 
with  trades,  who  undertook  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  trades  in  various  parts  of  Ireland,  and,  of 
course,  as  you  are  aware,  the  members  of  the 
Trades  Association  and  the  tradesmen  generally 
belong  very  much  to  the  class  who  are  practically 
interested  in  this  question? — Yes. 

10193.  I certainly  should  be  very  glad  to  hear 
any  remarks  you  have  to  make  on  what  your 
knowledge  of  the  attitude  of  the  working  classes 
is  on  this  question? — Of  course  there  has  been 
no  opportunity  of  taking,  what  we  may  call,  an 
official  •plebiscite  on  the  subject,  and  you  can 
only  go  by  what  has  actually  taken  place.  There 
was  ameetingof  the  United  Trades  in  Cork.abody 
which  does  not  represent  all  the  trades,  but  which 
unquestionably  represents  a large  number  of  the 
trades  in  the  city.  The  public  journals  of  the  city, 
who,  1 may  say,  would  rather  be  unfavourable 
to  our  views  on  the  matter  than  otherwise,  repre- 
sented that  there  were  only  300  tradesmen  at 
that  meeting,  of  vdiom  it  is  said  that  about  280 
were  against  Sund  v closing  and  the  balance  in 
favour  of  it.  That  meeting  was,  I may  observe,  a 
ticket  meeting.  It  was  a ticket  meeting,  and  it 
was  a meeting  held  on  Monday  evening  on  which 
large  numbers  of  artisans  were  unable  to  attend 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  the  meeting  night  of  the 
confraternities  of  the  city. 

10194.  Then 
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Chairman — continued. 

10194.  Then  it  is  evident  from  what  you  say 
that  you  did  not  regard  the  vote  of  the  majority 
at  that  meeting  as  any  evidence  of  what  the  vote 
of  the  majority  of  the  tradespeople  of  Cork  would 
he  if  they  were  canvassed  on  the  subject? — I do 
not.  I may  say,  moreover,  that  even  if  there 
should  be  a considerable  body  of  opinion  of  the 
trades  of  Cork  against  it,  if  you  take  the  opinion 
of  the  lower  classes  generally,  including  the 
labourers,  I should  say  with  confidence  that 
taking  what  I may  call  the  poorer  classes  of  the 
city  generally  we  would  have  an  enormous 
majority  in  our  favour. 

1019.5.  An  enormous  majority  of  the  working 
classes? — I am  confident  of  it.  The  meeting  we 
held  in  Cork,  as  the  Committee  have  been  told 
already,  was  a meeting  which  was,  as  regards  the 
body  of  the  hall,  exclusively  composed  of  the 
working  classes. 

10196.  With  reference  to  this  question  of  bona 
fide  travellers,  do  you  think  that  the  extension  of 
the  limit  to  say  six  or  seven  miles  would  be 
sufficient  in  itself,  or  would  you  endorse  some 
opinions  that  were  given  before  us,  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  limit  the  exemption  to  certain 
classes  of  public-houses,  either  hotels  or  restaur- 
ants ? — If  it  would  be  practicable  to  license  a 
certain  class  of  public-houses  for  the  exclusive 
purpose  of  supplying  bond  fide  travellers,  such 
as  hotels  and  restaurants,  I think  that  that  would 
be  an  admirable  way  of  settling  this  question.  I 
think  perhaps  it  would  not  be  so  easy  to  do  that 
as  may  have  been  thought,  because  I am  afraid 
the  result  would  be  that  every  public-house  in  the 
country  would  apply  to  the  magistrates  for  a 
restaurant  license,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
think  they  would  probably  apply  with  success. 

10197.  Therefore  you  think  the  exigencies  of 
the  position  would  be  met  sufficiently  by  extend- 
ing the  distance? — If  the  additional  suggestion 
which  has  been  made  can  be  worked,  I would 
be  strongly  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10198.  You  are  evidently  sceptical  about  its 
success  ? — Yes. 

10199.  There  has  been  no  proposal  to  give 
magistrates  any  such  power  yet  ? — I have  been 
thinking  the  matter  over,  and  I have  not  been 
able  to  arrive  at  any  machinery  for  working  it, 
except  by  giving  the  magistrates  licensing  juris- 
diction. As  long  as  you  leave  the  ordinary 
licensing  jurisdiction  in  the  hands  of  the  magis- 
trates you  cannot  well  set  up  another  licensing 
body. 

Chairman. 

10200.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  the 
exemption  orders  given  to  certain  houses  for 
certain  specific  purposes,  for  instance,  those 
houses  near  markets,  and  I think  also  near  print- 
ing establishments  ? — Yes. 

1 020 1 . Those  are  given  by  the  ordinary  licensing 
authority  ?— Certainly. 

10202.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  the 
possibility  of  working  the  bond  fide  exemption 
throughout  Ireland  generally  by  means  of  ex- 
emption orders  of  that  kind,  handing  the  juris- 
diction, not  to  the  ordinary  licensing  authority, 
but  to  some  special  authority,  such  as  the  police? 
— Having  regard  to  my  political  views,  I would 
0.67. 


Chairman — continued. 

not  be  in  favour  of  vesting  any  jurisdiction  of 
that  kind  in  the  police.  Of  course  in  Dublin 
you  have  no  licensing  justices ; the  recorder  is 
the  licensing  authority;  that  is  so  in  the  borough 
of  Cork  also,  and  in  the  boroughs  of  Belfast  and 
Deny,  and,  perhaps,  in  Galway,  where  there' is  a 
recorder. 

10203.  You  do  not  suggest  that? — No. 

10204.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to 
make  ? — I do  not  think  I have  anything  to  add 
except  to  emphasize  what  I have  stated  as  re- 
gards the  hopelessness  of  any  measure  dealing 
with  the  question,  unless . it  is  more  strictly  en- 
forced by  the  police.  I do  not  think  it  would  be 
a proper  use  to  make  of  my  position  as  a witness 
here,  to  make  any  general  charge  against  a body 
like  the  constabulary,  but.  there  is  unquestionably 
an  enormously  strong,  and,  I believe,  well-founded 
feeling  that  there  is  not  merely  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  police  in  carrying  out.  the  existing 
Sunday  Closing  Act,  but  that  there  is  absolute 
connivance  by  them  at  breaches  of  the  law. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10205.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  inactivity  on 
the  part  of  the  police,  and  their  general  disregard 
of  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  this  Act,  is  due 
to  a great  extent  to  the  sense  of  unfairness  that 
exists  in  the  minds  of  the  police  with  regard  to 
the  present  Act?  — Unfairness  in  what  sense? 

10206.  Do  you  not  consider  a great  deal  of  that 
Act  absurd? — I should  think  it  would  be  a very 
improper  view  for  a policeman  to  take  of  his 
duty  that  he  should  take  upon  himself  to  decide 
what  portions  of  the  law  were  absurd  and  what 
were  not. 

10207.  What  classes  of  offences  were  they  that 
were  discovered  in  Clonmel  immediately  after  the 
evidence  here  ?— Breaches  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act. 

10208.  Were  not  they  very  trivial  offences? — 
It  all  depends  on  what  you  call  “ trivial  offences.’* 
They  are  sufficiently  described  by  saying  that 
they  were  breaches  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

10209.  Were  they  not  respectable  publicans  ? 
— I do  not  know  the  town  of  Clonmel.  I have 
only  mentioned  what  I read  in  the  newspapers. 

10210.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  wou(d  be  very 
easy  to  make  a raid  at  any  time  on,  say,  compara- 
tively respectable  publicans  by  the  police,  while 
at  the  same  time  they  could  not  dive  down  to  the 
greater  evils  that  go  on  in  connection  with  this 
illicit  trading  ? — I am  only  sorry  that  the  police 
are  not  more  frequent  in  their  raids,  if  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  violations  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

10211.  Do  you  think  that  it  goes  to  the  root  of 
the  evil  to  make  an  example  of  a few  respectable 
people?—  Ifrespectable publicans  commit  breaches 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  I am  of  opinion  that 
the  law  should  be  enforced  against  them. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10212.  In  the  first  place  have  you  got  any 
evidence  that  these  were  respectable  as  distin- 
guished from  low-class  publicans  ? — I only  know 
what  I read  in  the  newspapers. 

10213.  The  evidence  we  had  from  Clonmel 
was  that  respectable  publicans  would  not  violate 
the  law  ? — That  was  the  evidence  I saw.  I am 
not  at  all  prepared  to  say  that  the  publicans  who 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
would  break  the  law  are  a minority  of  the 
publicans. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

10214.  Considering  the  fact  that  they  were 
fined  only  10  s.,  which  was  a very  small  punish- 
ment, would  you  not  be  inclined  to  the  belief  that 
the  offence  must  have  been  of  a very  slight 
character  ? — I am  sorry  to  say  that  I do  not  draw 
any  such  conclusion. 

10215.  You  said  that  people  took  drink,  and 
that  it  made  them  quarrelsome  when  they  came 
into  mass  on  Sundays ; is  that  so? — Certainly; 
before  the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act. 

10216.  And  that  that  has  to  a great  extent  in- 
creased of  late  years  ? — Largely  ; enormously, 
in  fact. 

10217.  You  said  that  our  people  drink  for 
social  reasons? — That  I believe  is  the  general 
view  of  the  matter. 

10218.  Would  it  not  be  likely  that  they  would 
take  drink  home  with  them  for  social  reasons  ? — 

I think  the  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  completely  proves  that  they 
would  not.  In  my  opinion  the  working  of  the 
existing  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  tended  to  make 
the  peasant  class  of  Ireland  an  exceedingly  sober 
and  steady  class  of  people. 

10219.  You  had  the  peasantry' in  your  mind 
when  you  made  that  statement  ? — It  is  amongst 
them  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  principally 
operated. 

10220.  Do  you  think  that  that  would  apply  to 
the  tradesmen  and  working  people  in  a city  ? — 
I see  no  reason  why  it  should  not. 

10221.  Do  not  they  live  closer  to  the  public- 
houses  ? — That  I should  think  is  an  additional 
reason  for  closing  the  public-houses. 

10222.  But  they  live  in  communities,  do  they 
not  ? — They  live  in  communities. 

10223.  The  peasantry  are  far  away  from  each 
other  ? — If  the  point  you  make  is  this,  that  the 
tradesmen  of  a city  have  the  public-houses  at 
their  doors  every  day  of  the  week,  whereas  the 
peasant-class  only  have  them  when  they  come 
into  the  towns  on  Sunday,  I admit  that  that  is 
a perfectly  good  point. 

10224.  W ould  there  not  be  a great  danger,  if 
you  closed  the  public-houses  on  Sunday  in  the 
cities,  and  you  extended  the  Act  to  the  cities, 
that  for  these  very  social  reasons,  and  because  of 
the  social  traits  in  the  character  of  our  people, 
they  would  provide  themselves  with  drink  before- 
hand ? — I do  not  think  there  would  be  any  such 
deliberate  providing  themselves  with  drink,  as  I 
may  say,  of  malice  aforethought.  I do  not  think 
there  is  any  probability  of  anything  ot  that  kind 
to  a large  extent  amongst  our  people.  I may  say 
further  that  I do  not  at  all  agree  with  the  general 
view  that  there  is  more  danger  likely  to  result 
from  drinking  at  home  than  there  is  from  drink- 
ing in  public-houses.  In  my  view  a man  is  far 
less  likely  to  misconduct  himself  and  get  drunk 
when  he  is  at  home  under  the  eyes  of  his  wile 
and  children  than  he  is  when  he  is  away  from 
their  influence  and  amongst  boon  companions, 
who  will  spur  him  on  to  drinking  instead  of  acting 
as  a deterrent. 

10225.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  of  the 
tradesmen  who  have  been  examined  here  before 
this  Committee  ? — Yes. 


■,  m p.  |_  Continued* 


Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued. 

10226.  Have  you  read  Mr.  Nannetti’s  state- 
ment on  that  point!—  Yes. 

10227.  He  says:  “ I believe  if  you  introduced 
the  question  of  home  drinking  that  men  will  bring 
home  drink  over  night,  and  when  the  drink  is 
there  it  is  rather  a temptation  to  them,  and  the 
men  will  take  to  drinking  it.  It  has  come  under 
my  own  observation  that  bottles  are  lying  on  the 
table  when  men  are  found  drinking  at  home,  and 
you  will  find  a child  coming  and  taking  the  bottle 
and  putting  it  to  its  head  very  often.  I have 
seen  that,  and  I would  not  wish  to  see  that  prac- 
tice come  into  our  homes.”  That  is  the  opinion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Trades  at  Dublin; 
do  you  set  your  opinion  up  against  his  ? — I totally 
disagree  with  him. 

10228.  Have  you  had  as  much  opportunity  ot 
observing  the  habits  of  people  as  he  has? — I do 
not  know  what  you  mean.  If  you  mean  have  I 
as  much  opportunity  of  meeting  with  persons  of 
his  class  as  he  has,  perhaps  I have  not  ; but  I 
am  able  to  draw  my  own  conclusions  of  the  habits 
of  our  people  as  well  as  most  persons. 

10229.  Do  not  you  think  that  a man  occupying 
the  position  of  president  of  a large  trades  council 
in  a large  city  like  Dublin  is  likely  to  come  and 
give  a good  opinion  ? — I do  not  like  making  a 
comparison  between  the  merits  of  different  wit- 
nesses. I assume  that  every  witness  who  was 
examined  gave  his  evidence  bond Jide. 

10230.  When  Mr.  Nannetti  gives  expression 
to  a fear  of  this  kind,  do  not  you  think  that  he 
reflects  the  views  of  those  for  whom  we  are  now 
paving  the  way  for  legislation  ? — I think  not. 

10231.  Do  not  you  think  that  he  reflected  their 
fears  and  difficulties? — I do  not  think  so. 

10232.  If  he  were  corroborated  by  Mr.  Crean, 
of  Cork,  what  would  you  say? — The  statement 
of  two  persons  is  of  course  -pro  tanto  more  impor- 
tant than  the  statement  of  one. 

10233.  I suppose  you  are  aware  that  Mr. 
Crean  also  expressed  his  fears? — I am  aware  that 
Mr.  Crean  gave  evidence  to  the  same  purport; 
but  I may  again  advert  to  the  fact  lhat  on  this 
question  of  home  drinking  we  are  not  without 
experience.  Exactly  similar  prophecies  were 
made  with  regard  to  the  probable  effects  of 
Sunday  closing  in  the  rural  districts,  and  they 
have  proved  utterly  baseless  and  without  founda- 
tion. I may  say  that  I regard  as  conclusive  on 
this  question  of  home  drinking  the  attitude  of  the 
licensing  trade  themselves.  Either  the  closing 
of  public-houses  will  lead  to  a decreased  sale  of 
drink,  or  it  would  not.  If  it  leads  to  a decreased 
sale,  it  is  an  advantage.  If  it  leads  to  an  increased 
sale,  I should  like  to  know  why  there  is  such  a 
strong  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  licensing  trade. 

10234.  May  there  not  be  a class  of  drinking 
which  though  of  a less  quantity  would  have  many 
more  and  many  worse  features  than  a greater 
amount  of  drinking? — If  you  compare  home 
drinking  with  drinking  in  public-houses,  I give 
it  as  my  opinion,  not  without  consideration,  that 
home  drinking  is  not  more  objectionable  than 
drinking  in  public-houses. 

10235.  Do  you  know  Father  Schelan’s  opinion 
on  that  point  ? — I am  not  sure  that  I do- 

10236.  Did  you  read  his  evidence  on  that  point 
before  this  Committee? — 1 read  his  evidence,  but 
I have  no  particular  recollection  of  what  he  said 
on  that  point. 

10237.  Would 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

10237.  Would  you  be  surprised  if  he  said  that 
50  cases  of  home  drinking  would  be  worse  than 
100  cases  of  public-house  drinking? — If  you  say 
that  he  said  that,  I accept  it  as  a fact. 

10238.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
his  evidence  was  very  strong  on  that  point,  and 
that  he  gave  his  evidence  in  a ' very  energetic 
manner  on  that  point  ? — Again  I say  that  if  you 
say  that  he  said  so,  I immediately  assume  that  he 
did. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10239.  I do  not  think  that  you  are  advocating 
home  drinking  ?— No ; I have  been  asked  my 
opinion  as  to  the  comparative  evil  of  home 
drinking  and  public-house  drinking,  and  I give  it 
for  what  it  is  worth ; it  may  be  wrong  or  it  may 
be  right ; I claim,  at  any  rate,  that  I have  not 
formed  it  without  consideration,  and  I confess 
that  I have  some  difficulty  in  understanding 
those  persons  who  so  long  as  men  are  drinking  in 
public-houses,  speak  of  liquor  as  refreshment 
and  nourishment,  and  as  the  best  thinw  in  the 
world,  but.  the  moment  it  gets  into  people’s  homes 
it  becomes  deadly  poison. 

Mr.  John  O’Connor. 

10240.  Your  opinion  is  opposed  to  that  of 
Father  Schelan  on  that  point  ? — If  Father 
Schelan  said  that,  my  opinion  is  different. 

10241.  You  are  opposed  to  the  president  of 
the  trades  as  regards  the  likelihood  of  home 
drinking  being  increased  ? — Certainly. 

102*2.  You  do  not  think  it  would  be  in- 
creased ? — I am  confident  it  would,  not. 

10243.  And  you  do  not  think  it  is  an  evil  even 
if  it  were  increased? — I think  drinking  is  an 
evil  under  any  circumstances. 

10244.  You  do  not  think  drinking  at  the 
public-house  would  be  a greater  evil? — I do 
not  think,  other  things  being  equal,  drinking  a 
glass  of  whisky  at  your  home  is  any.  worse  than 
drinking  a glass  of  whisky  in  a public-house. 

10245.  Do  you  know  it  has  been  stated  before 
this  Committee  by  a Homan  Catholic  clergy- 
man that  the  respectably  conducted  public- 
houses  were  a safeguard  to  the  people?— I have 
read  all  the  evidence  before  this  Committee,  so 
far  as  it  is  published  in  the  newspapers. 

10246.  And  you  are  opposed  to  the  opinion 
of  a respectable  clergyman,  that  the  respectably 
conducted  public-houses  were  a safeguard  of  the 
people  ? — I am. 

10247.  It  is  only  right  and  proper  that  I should 
point  out  that  that  conflicts  with  the  opinion  of 
men  of  weight  and  authority  who  have  given  their 
evidence  before  this  Committee  ? — Certainly,  and 
the  Committee  will  weigh  the  two  opinions,  and 
form  their  judgment. 

10248.  Permit  me  to  say,  I put  it  with  the 
greatest  possible  respect,  both  for  your  opinion  and 
for  your  known  position? — I am  quite  sure  of  that. 

10249.  Have  you  any  fear  that  drinking  in 
bogus  clubs,  or  the  establishment  of  bogus  clubs, 
may  be  the  result  of  the  extension  of  the  Act  to 
the  cities? — I have  no  fear  that  the  closing  of 
public-houses  will  lead  to  any  .what  I may  call 
pre-arranged  drinking,  whether  it  takes  the  form 
of  home  drinking  or  drinking  in  clubs. 

10250.  You  admitted  from  the  first  that  our 
people  are  a social  people? — Certainly. 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O’Connor — continued. 

10251.  And  that  their  drinking  arises  from  the 
social  traits  in  their  character  ? — Certainly. 

10252.  Still  you  do  not  believe  that  if.  public- 
houses  are  closed  up,  or  the  hours  restricted  for 
use,  that  it  will  lead  to  home  drinking  or  the 
establishment  of  bogus  clubs  ? — That  is  my 
opinion. 

10253.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Nannetti  on  the  subject  of  the  bogus  clubs? — 
Yes,  I think  so. 

10254.  lie  said  that  a restriction  of  the  hours 
or  an  extension  of  the  Act  to  Dublin  would  lead 
to  the  establishment  of  clubs.  Do  you  know  that 
he  expressed  a very  strong  opinion  as  to  the  great 
evil  that  that  result  would  be  ? — I have  a general 
recollection  that  the  purport  of  Mr.  Nannetti’s 
evidence  was  to  that  effect. 

10255.  Now,  I will  read  it  to  you  ; I will 
assume  that  your  description  is  perfectly  accu- 
rate : “ I believe  from  what  I know  of  the  wives 
of  the  workmen  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  that  if  the 
men  will  drink,  they  much  prefer  that  they  would 
drink  in  a respectable  house.  1 believe  that,  this 
club  drinking  would  lead  to  domestic  upsets  and 
quarrels  between  the  wives  and  the  families, 
because  many  men,  from  the  number  of  tempta- 
tions in  those  houses,  will  stay  there  over  the 
night,  and  perhaps  break  up  the  domestic  circle. 

I believe  that  would  be  the  result”? — I may 
point  out,  with  reference  to  that  extract  that 
nothing  which  I have  said  conflicts  with  it.  My 
opinion  was  not  that  bogus  clubs  would  not  be 
objectionable,  but  that  there  wa8  no  danger  that 
bogus  clubs  would  be  formed. 

10256.  You  say  it  would  be  objectionable  ? — 
Certainly,  any  club  for  the  purpose  of  drinking 
would  be  most  objectionable. 

10257.  And  if  these  men,  knowing  the  habits 
of  the  working  people,  state  that  this  objection- 
able kind  of  drinking  would  arise  as  the  result  of 
that  extension  of  the  Act,  what  effect  would  it 
have  on  your  mind? — I simply  say  I think  they 
are  completely  mistaken. 

10258.  You  are  also  in  favour  of  curtailment 
of  the  hours  on  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

10259.  Do  you  know  that  working  men  are 
opposed  to  that  also  ? — I do  not  believe  the 
working  men  are  opposed  to  that  also.  I know  it 
is  so  alleged  by  the  publicans. 

10260.  Do  you  know  that  these  two  repre- 
sentative men  made  statements  to  that  effect  ? — 
I do  not  believe  that  they  are  representative  on 
that  point.  I do  not  know  what  Mr.  Crean  may 
have  said  before  this  Committee,  but  Mr.  Crean 
himself  gave  notice  in  the  Cork  Corporation  of  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  Saturday  night  closing. 

10261.  In  8575,  “As  a rule  tradesmen  would 
not  be  greatly  inconvenienced,  so  far  as  drinking 
was  concerned,  by  their  closing  them  earlier,  but 
their  present  habits  would  necessitate  a con- 
tinuation of  what  they  were  used  to.  There  are 
others,  however,  who  work  later  at  night, 
especially  in  the  market  in  the  city,  where  they 
work  till  ten  o’clock.  The  markets  are  not  closed 
until  ten,  and  it  takes  them  half  an  hour  after 
that  to  dress  up  their  stalls,  so  that  it  would  be 
half-past  ten  before  the  butchers  and  their 
assistants,  and  the  vegetable  sellers  could  get  out 
of  the  market  at  night,  and  it  would  be  a great 
inconvenience  to  them.  (Q.)  And  their  work  is 
3 f 4 generally 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
generally  of  a laborious  character,  is  it  not? — 
(J.)  Very  much  so.  (Q.)  And  you  think  they 
would  need  refreshment  ?— Decidedly.”  My  im- 
pression is  that  there  was  not  anything  in  Mr. 
Crean’s  evidence  about  Saturday  night  closing  as 
printed  in  the  Press. 

10262.  He  says  the  labouring  population  are 
generally  paid  on  Saturday,  tradesmen  asa  rule  stop 
work  at  two  o’clock  or  four  o’clock,  the  labourers 
are  compelled  to  work  even  in  establishments 
where  the.  tradesmen  are  not  working  ? — I may 
say  the  opinion  as  regards  this  question  of 
marketing  as  expressed  by  a clergyman  in  my 

resence,  was  that  the  keeping  open  of  the  public- 

ouses  interferes  with  the  marketing  ; that  the 
working  men  having  their  wages  in  their  pocket 
stay  in  the  public-houses  until  eleven  o’clock,  and 
that  other  houses  have  to  keep  open  beyond 
eleven  o’clock  until  they  have  had  to  leave  the 
public-house  and  can  then  do  their  marketing. 

Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

10263.  The  provision  shops  you  mean? — 
Certainly. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

10264.  You  seem  to  undervalue  very  much  the 
opinion  of  these  tradesmen? — Certainly  not;  I 
do  not  undervalue  auy  man’s  opinion,  but  I will 
not  change  my  opinion  in  consequence  unless  it 
satisfies  my  own  mind. 

10265.  Do  you  not  think  that  a body  of  trades- 
men like  the  Cork  United  Trades  are  likely  to 
reflect  the  views  of  all  the  working  classes  ? — 
In  my  opinion  the  meeting  of  the  Cork  United 
Trades  reflects  nothing  but  the  views  of  the 
gentlemen  who  were  present. 

10266.  Mr.  Crean  was  asked  a question  on 
that  point  as  to  the  working  classes  outside  the 
organised. bodies  as  to  the  views  of  the  working 
classes  being  reflected  by  the  tradesmen,  and  he 
said  in  Answer  8590,  “They  are,  for  I have 
made  inquiries  personally,  independently  alto- 
gether of  the  meeting”  ?— I am  pertectly  aware 
of  Mr.  Crean’s  views.  I am  perfectly  aware 
that  Mr.  Crean  expressed  a view  directly  contrary 
to  mine. 

10267.  What  reason  have  you  for  saying  that 
five  to  one  of  the  people  of  Cork  would  be  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing  ’—That  was  the  con- 
clusion 1 came  to,  having  regard  to  the  knowledge 
which  I derived  when  we  were  carrying  on  the 
recent  agitation  (if  1 may  so  call  it)  on  the  sub- 
ject in  the  city.  1 may  say  that,  having  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  corporation,  I entered  upon  that 
agitation,  with  some  trepidation,  and  the  conclu- 
sion I came  to  as  the  result  of  it  was  that  there 
was  an  overwhelming  body  of  opinion  in  favour 
of  Sunday  closing. 

10268.  You  addressed  a public  meeting,  I sup- 
pose, on  the  matter? — One  public  meeting 

10269.  That  was  all  the  opportunity  you  gave 
yourself? — I discussed  it  with  a number  of  per- 
sons, and  though  there  was  no  organised  attempt 
to  get  signatures  to  the  requisition,  still  in  some 
quarters  zealous  supporters  of  our  side  went  about 
with  this  requisition,  and  I had  the  requisition 
with  whole  streets  signed  to  it. 


Chairman. 

10270.  What  class  of  streets  ? -Not  at  all  the 
class  of  streets  that  might  be  suggested,  not  at 
all  what  I may  call  the  aristocratic  or  wealthy 
streets. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10271.  Who  took  that  petition  about?  — Va- 
rious persons.  It  was  left  at  all  the  public  halls, 
and  we  got  volunteers  in  various  quarters  of  the 
city  to  take  it  about. 

10272.  When  you  say  streets,  do  you  mean 
there  was  a house-to-house  canvass  ?— As  I say, 
in  some  exceptional  cases  some  enthusiastic 
volunteers  on  our  side  took  it  about.  There  was 
no  attempt  to  make  a house-to-house  canvass  of 
the  city  as  a whole,  but  some  persons  whom  I 
have  already  described,  who  had  been  requested 
to  get  the  signatures  of  the  working  classes, 
whose  views  I was  particularly  anxious  to  ascer- 
tain (and  it  is  their  views  on  this  matter  that  I 
would  be  specially  anxious  to  represent),  did 
take  the  requisition,  and,  as  I say,  whole  streets, 
so  far  as  I could  gather  when  I got  it  back,  ap- 
peared to  have  signed  the  requisition. 

10273.  These  documents  were  brought  in  by 
the  enthusiastic  volunteers  ?— Yes. 

10274.  You  state  that  there  were  only  about 
300  people  at  that  meeting  of  the  trades?— No  ; 
I said  that  the  Press  had  said  so. 

10275.  You  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
Mr.  Crean  said  the  hall  was  packed  ?— So  I 
read. 

10276.  It  was  held  in  the  Trades’  Hall  in 
Duncan-street  ? — Yes. 

10277.  And  that  hall  holds  about  600  people  ? 
— So  Mr.  Crean  said. 

10278.  Do  you  not  think  so  yourself  ?— Upon 
my  word  I find,  it  difficult  to  form  any  opinion  as 
to  the  number  in  attendance  at  any  public  meet- 
ing. I would  give  my  opinion  with  great  diffi- 
dence. All  I say  is,  that  in  the  Press  of  the 
city  it  was  represented  as  consisting  of  about  300 
people,  and  that  the  gentlemen  who  so  reported 
are  gentlemen  who  would  be  more  favourable  to 
the  side  which  Mr.  O’Connor  represents  in  this 
matter  than  the  side  which  I represent. 

10279.  I do  not  say  that  1 represent  any  side  ? 
— I apologise. 

10280.  I want  to  elicit  the  principle  of  this 
matter?  — I am  sure  if  Mr.  O’Connor  ever 
comes  to  my  way  of  thinking  he  will  be  a most 
valuable  supporter  on  our  side.  I am  not  at  all 
hopeless  of  ultimately  seeing  that  result  at- 
tained. 

10281.  Why  did  you  style  these  meetings  a 
ticket  meeting  ? — Because  it  was. 

10282.  Why  was  it  a ticket  meeting  ?— It  was 
only  persons  who  received  tickets  got  admission 
to  it. 

10283.  Why  were  the  tickets  issued  ?— Be- 
cause a meeting  had  been  called  in  the  first 
instance  at  which  it  was  alleged  persons  had 
improperly  got  admission. 

10284.  Was  it  not  to  be  a meeting  of  the 
trades  ? — Certainly. 

10285.  Why  was  the  first  meeting  adjourned ; 

I want  to  understand  ; was  it  fair  for  you  to  des- 
cribe that  a-  a ticket  meeting  without  giving  the 
reason  ? 1 think  it  is  lair  for  me  to  say  anythin0- 

which  is  the  fact. 

10286,  Why  was  it  a ticket  meeting  ?— Simply 
because 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
because  it  was  only  persons  who  had  tickets  that 
got  admission. 

10287.  Why  was  the  first  meeting  adjourned? 

Because  it  was  alleged  that  persons  who  were 
not  entitled  to  admission  were  there,  so  it  was 
stated.  If  you  wish  to  get  my  mind  on  the  sub- 
ject it  is  that  the  first  meeting  called  was  a meet- 
ing of  the  tradesmen,  and  so  far  as  I could  gather, 
a number  of  labourers  who  were  not  tradesmen, 
but  who  were  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  got 
admission  to  it,  and  for  that  reason  it  was  not 
considered  desirable  to  go  on  with  the  meeting. 

10288.  Who  were  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing? 
— That  is  my  information. 

10289.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
Mr.  Crean  stated  here  that  a great  number  of 
people  got  in  who  had  no  right  to  be  there,  and 
who  were  not  in  favour  of  Snnday  closing,  and 
as  it  was  to  elicit  the  opinions  of  the  trades- 
men only  he  adjourned  the  meeting  ? — I made 
inquiries  on  the  subject  of  what  did  happen,  and 
I have  told  you  what  the  conclusion  at  which  I 
arrived  at  was.  If  my  conclusion  conflicts  with 
the  views  of  any  other  person  I am  sorry  for  it, 
but  1 am  not  going  to  change  my  opinion  on  that 
account.  I do  not  say  there  was  anything  im- 
proper in  issuing  the  tickets ; I simply  mentioned 
the  fact  that  it  was  a ticket  meeting.  I may  say 
I would  not  have  adverted  to  the  fact  at  all,  or 
mentioned  it,  except  that  suggestions  were  thrown 
out  that  our  meeting  on  the  subject  was  a packed 
meeting.  We  at  any  rate  did  not  make  our  meet- 
ing a ticket  meeting. 

10290.  Would  there  not  be  some  difference  in 
your  opinion  between  a meeting  of  the  trades  and 
a meeting  of  the  general  public  ? — I do  not  say 
that  there  would  not  be.  I do  not  say  there  was 
anything  wrong  in  limiting  it  to  a trades  meeting. 

10291.  It  was  a most  legitimate  thing  to  do  ? — 
A most  legitimate  thing. 

10292.  If  there  were  such  expressions  of 
opinion  by  organised  bodies  in  Cork? — One 
organised  body. 

10293.  By  organised  people  in  Cork? — One 
organised  body. 

10294.  And  the  council  ? — There  is  only  one 
resolution  on  the  books  of  the  town  council  at 
present,  and  that  is  a resolution  simply  in  favour 
of  the  continuance  of  the  existing  Sunday  Closing 
Act,  and  expressing  no  opinion  on  any  other 
question. 

10295.  If  the  people  were  generally  against 
the  extension  of  the  Act  to  Cork,  would  you  con- 
sider it  fair  to  have  it  extended  in  spite  of  their 
expressed  wishes  ? — I would  not. 

10296.  Then  it  is  because  you  do  think  the 
people  are  in  favour  of  the  extension  of  this  Act 
that  you  are  willing  to  have  it  extended  ? — 
Certainly.  I would  be  very  sorry  if  the  public 
were  not  of  my  opinion  on  the  matter,  but  if  they 
were  not  I should  be  sorry  to  force  my  opinion 
on  them. 

10297.  You  were  asked  no  question  by  the 
Solicitor  General  about  a third  meeting  that  was 
held  in  Cork  ? — I did  not  advert  to  it,  because  I 
was  aware  that  other  witnesses  had  dealt  with  it; 
but  I shall  be  very  glad  to  answer  any  question 
you  put  to  me  on  the  subject.  The  only  reason  I 
alluded  to  the  requisition  was  in  consequence  of 
an  allegation  made  during  the  examination  of  Mr. 

0.67. 
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Crean,  that  that  meeting  was  a meeting  of  peculiar 
people.  To  show  that  this  was  not  so  I adverted 
to  the  fact  that  our  requisition  was  signed  by  45 
of  the  Catholic  clergymen  of  the  city. 

10298.  You  are  aware  that  the  tradesmen  at 
their  meetings  complained  that  your  meeting  was 
rather  a packed  meeting  ? — I believe  an  allusion 
was  made  to  that  effect.  If  that  is  so  that  state- 
ment is  utterly  unfounded.  It  was  a meeting 
called,  as  all  meetings  on  public  questions  are 
called,  of  people  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing. 
We  wanted  a meeting  and  not  a faction  fight. 

10299.  Are  tradesman  who  might  be  willing 
to  go  to  a public  meeting  in  the  habit  of  indulging 
in  faction  fighting? — I say  that  if  people  are  ill- 
advised  enough  to  call  a meeting,  as  some  people 
appear  to  have  suggested,  at  which  both  sides 
would  have  advocated  their  views  and  taken  a 
poll,  I think  there  would  probably  be  some 
danger  of  disturbance. 

10300-1.  Then  it  was  a one-sided  meeting 
according  to  that  statement? — It  was  a meeting 
of  persons  in  favour  of  our  views.  We  let  other 
people  hold  meetings  against  us  if  they  so 
think  fit;  that  is  the  manner  in  which  all  agita- 
tions on  political  or  social  questions  are  carried  on. 

Mr.  7'.  W.  Russell. 

10302.  The  requisition  shows  it? — 1 have  the 
requisition. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10303.  I suppose  you  have  not  as  much  ex- 
perience of  the  City  of  Cork  as  the  country 
districts? — My  experience  of  Cork  has  been 
limited  to  my  residence  in  it  since  1882. 

10304.  Your  observation  of  the  country  people 
I suppose  was  not  very  extensive? — It  was;  I 
was  living  in  the  country  practically  until  1882, 
and  I hope  I am  not  an  inattentive  observer  of 
what  goes  on. 

10305  You  were  a very  close  student  of 
books  all  that  time  ? — Of  books  and  men  I hope. 

10306.  You  never  moved  about  much  amongst 
the  people  ?-  Certainly ; I venture  to  say  I have 
been  more  in  contact  with  the  peasant  class  of 
Ireland  for  the  past  11  years  than  probably  any 
man  in  the  Hquse  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

10307.  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the 
action  of  the  Corporation  of  Cork  in  reference  to 
this  question  ? — Certainly. 

10308.  According  to  the  evidence  which  has 
been  given  us,  which  you  know,  it  would  appear 
as  though  the  Cork  Corporation  were  not  alto- 
gether in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ?— What  hap- 
pened in  the  Cork  Corporation  was  this:  a 
deputation  of  the  local  licensed  trade  waited  on 
the  corporation,  and  requested  them  to  formulate 
some  opinion  on  this  subject  of  the  closing  of 
public  houses,  and  thereupon,  without  any  notice, 
without  any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  not  present  of  what  was  going  on,  the  corpo- 
ration illegally  passed  a resolution  adverse  to 
Sunday  closing.  Thereupon  a deputation  of 
citizens  waited  on  the  corporation,  and  the  cor- 
poration received  us  most  respectfully  and  heard 
us  most  attentively,  and  subsequently  rescinded 
that  illegal  resolution.  Then  there  were  a number 
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Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued, 
of  resolutions  and  amendments,  and  counter- 
amendments, with  the  result  that  the  only  reso- 
lution remaining  on  the  books  of  the  Cork 
corporation  is  a resolution  in  favour  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  existing  Sunday  Closing  Act, 
and  expressing  no  opinion  eiiher  on  its  extension 
to  the  five  exempted  cities,  or  on  the  question 
of  Saturday  night  closing.  At  the  same  time, 

I quite  concede  this,  that  if  the  Cork  corporation 
were  called  upon  to  vote  on  the  subject  there 
would  be  a very  considerable  majority  against 
the  extension  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  Cork. 

Chairman. 

10309.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  a majority 
against  early  closing  on  Saturday? — 1 do  not;  and 
as  a matter  of  fact  there  was  a decision  taken 
on  that  question  on  one  of  the  amendments,  a,nd 
there  was  a vote  in  favour  of  it,  which  was  carried 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  mayor.  I may  mention 
1 am  strongly  of  opinion  that  neither  the  Cork 
Corporation  nor  any  other  corporation  represents 
the  views  of'  the  municipalities  on  any  phase  of 
the  liquor  question. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

10310.  Is  that  owing  to  the  very  high  fran- 
chise you  have  in  Ireland  ? — It  is  owing  to  the 
fact  that  you  have  in  Irish  municipalities  practi- 
cally what  I may  call  a publican  franchise. 

10311.  Why  do  it  call  it  that? — It  is  a fran- 
chise which  is  up  to  the  level  of  the  average 
public-houses,  which  exclude  persons  who  are 
below  that  level.  There  are  altogether  _ 10 
municipalities  in  Ireland  under  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act.  In  all  these,  except  Dublin 
and  Belfast,  the  franchise  is  a 10  l.  franchise. 

I should  say  that  it  is  nominally  a 10  l.  fran- 
chise, it  is  really  a 9/.  franchise.  There,  is 
always  1 l.  deduction  for  insurance  and  repairs, 
and  in  practice  any  one  having  a 9 /.  valuation  is 
admitted  to  the  franchise.  In  Dublin  there  is  a 
lower  franchise ; there  is  no  limit  of  valuation. 

Choir  man. 

10312.  It  is  practically  4/.? — In  Dublin  it  is. 
in  some  cases  4 l.,  and  in  some  cases  8 l.,  rating. 
There  is  an  enactment  in  the  Collection  of  Bates 
Acts  in  Dublin  preventing  anyone  whose  valua- 
tion is  under  8 l.  from  being  rated  himself  unless 
he  has  practically  a yearly  tenancy.  The  effect 
of  that  is  to  exclude  from  the  municipal  fran- 
chise a large  number  of  persons  whose  valuation 
is  under  8 l.  In  Belfast,  since  la3t  year,  there 
is  a much  lower  franchise. 

10313.  There  is  a rating  franchise  in  Belfast? 
— Practically ; but  at  any  rate  it  is  a franchise 
which  somewhat  approximates  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchises.  Now  I have  provided  my- 
self with  some  figures  on  this  question,  because  I 
anticipated  being  asked.  There  are  about  40,000 
Parliamentary  voters  in  the  City  of  Dublin  ; and 
there  are  only  6,644  municipal  voters  who  are 
spread  over  15  wards,  the  number  of  voters 
in  which  varies  from  250  the  lowest,  to  754  the 
highest.  In  Cork  there  is  on  the  Parliamentary 
Register  over  14,000  names.  There  are  only 
2,059  on  the  Municipal  Register,  and  those  are 
divided  over  seven  wards,  with  the  result  that 
there  is  an  average  constituency  of  about  250 
people.  In  Limerick  the  state  of  things  is  still 
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more  absurd.  There  are  only  457  voters  in  the 
whole  city,  who  are  spread  over  eight  wards, 
in  one  of  which  there  are  only  27  voters.  If 
you  have  a contest  you  would  have  two  candi- 
dates, each  of  whom  would  require  eight  nomina- 
tors, a proposer,  and  a seconder ; that  would 
exhaust  20  voters,  and  would  leave  only  seven 
other  persons  to  vote.  The  result  of  that  is  that 
where  there  is  a division  of  opinion,  as  there  is  to 
some  extent  in  most  wards,  on  political  questions, 
the  publicans  have  practically  a casting  vote  if 
they  choose  to  exercise  it.  Not  alone  is  that  so, 
but  you  ha\  e in  most  Irish  towns  of  any  mag- 
nitude a very -vigilant  and  a very  active  Licensed 
Vintners’  Association,  which  takes  excellent  care 
that  whenever  a vacancy  arises  there  will,  if 
possible,  be  a publican  put  forward,  ora  publican’s 
man  put  forward  to  fill  the  vacancy;  I do  not  at 
all  say  that  the  association  or  the  vintners  are 
wrong  in  doing  that,  1 simply  mention  the  fact. 
Of  course  I do  not  wish  to  introduce  politics, 
but  the  Committee  are  aware  that  for  several 
years  past  in  Ireland  all  electoral  contests,  whether 
municipal  or  Parliamentary,  have  turned  on  one 
question,  the  great  political  question  which  is  at 
issue.  Other  questions  have  been  necessarily 
left,  in  abeyance.  Side  issues  are  not  raised,  and, 
consequently,  if  a gentleman  who  is  a licensed 
vintner  is  put  forward  as  the  person  selected 
always  holds  popular  views  it  is  difficult  to  object 
to  him  on  the  ground  of  his  occupation,  seeing 
that  the  temperance  question  is  not  before  the 
constituency.  Care  is  always  taken  that  the 
vintner’s  nominee  is  first  in  the  field.  The  vintners 
have  an  active  organisation,  and  take  care  of 
that.  You  have,  thus,  as  1'say,  on  one  side, 
temperance  advocates  with  no  effective  organisa- 
tion ; and  you  have  on  the  side  of  the  vintners 
an  active  organisation  which  is  ever  watchful  of 
their  interests,  and  who  take  good  care  that 
whenever  a vacancy  arises  that  a gentleman  who 
will  not  be  adverse  to  their  views  will  be  put 
forward. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10314.  And  mainly  belonging  to  the  popular 
party? — Always  belonging  to  the  popular  party. 

10315.  Which  is  an  important  factor? — Cer- 
tainly ; and  these  gentlemen  are  unobjectionable 
in  every  respect  except  the  one.  When  I say 
this  I must  not  at  all  be  taken  as  making  any 
attack  or  casting  any  reflection  on  the  Irish  cor- 
porations. I think  they  do  their  ordinary  duties 
admirably  ; they  are  all  my  political  friends,  and 
I think  on  all  other  questions  they  are  a credit 
to  the  country,  but  what  I say  is  that  they  are 
not  elected  on  this  liquor  question.  The  liquor 
question  is  never  raised  in  their  contests,  and 
owing  to  the  franchise  and  the  machinery  they 
have  in  their  organizations,  they  have  an  in- 
fluence on  the  public  bodies  of  the  country  which 
is  grotesquely  out  of  proportion  to  their  actual 
strength  in  the  constituences. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

10316.  You  think  if  you  had  a household 
franchise  in  Ireland  as  we  have  here,  and  this 
drinking  question  was  before  the  electors  at  an 
election,  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  would  be 
totally  different  to  what  it  is  now  ? — I venture 
to  say  there  would  be  an  enormous  change. 

10317.  Then 
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Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

10317.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  we  may  accept 
these  statistics  of  Sunday  closing  as  correct? — 
Those  are  the  results  of  the  house-to-house  canvas. 

10318.  Yes;  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  in 
the  city  of  fork,  9,605;  against,  1,870;  do  you 
think  we  may  accept  that  as  a fair  representa- 
tion, as  far  as  you  know?  — I think  that  it 
probably  represents  what  the  opinion  of  Cork  is; 
but  I confess  I do  not  attach  much  importance  to 
any  attempt  to  elicit  opinion  which  is  not  con- 
ducted by  officials  empowered  by  law  for  the 
purpose.  For  instance,  it  is  alleged  as  against 
the  value  of  those  figures  that  whole  members  of 
families,  instead  of  limiting  the  plebiscite  to 
householders,  signed  it.  ( )n  the  other  hand,  the 
vinters  allege  that  large  petitions  on  their  side 
were  signed;  but  any  attempt  to  elicit  public 
opinion  in  that  way,  whether  by  petition  on  the 
one  side  or  by  such  a plebiscite  as  was  taken  by 
the  temperance  party  on  the  other,  is  open  to 
such  abuse,  and  is  so  little  protected  by  any 
legal  forms,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  its  value. 

10319.  Do  you  think  there  are  many  persons 
connected  with  the  trade  in  Cork  who  would  be 
in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  if  it  were  made  uni- 
versal ? — I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  it. 
The  Vintners’  Association  are  necessarily  much 
more  active  and  much  more  extreme,  and 
much  more  aggressive,  if  I may  say  so,  than  the 
publicans  whom  they  represent,  I may  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
large  diocese  of  Cashel  there  was  voluntary  clos- 
ing of  public-houses  on  Sunday  before  any 
Sunday  Closing  Act  was  passed.  The  clergy  of 
the  district  requested  the  publicans  to  close  their 
public  houses,  and  the  publicans  did  so,  and 
loyally  observed  the  engagement  they  had  come 
to  not  to  open  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  T.  W-.  Russell. 

10320.  That  was  also  in  the  diocese  of  Ferns? 
—Yes. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

10321.  Do  you  think  if  the  law  was  made 
compulsory  the  majority  of  the  publicans  would 
be  in  favour  of  it?— I do  not  say  the  majority, 
but  a fair  number. 

10322.  And  a great  part  of  their  employes  ? — 
It  is  contrary  to  what  we  know  of  human  nature 
that  the  employes  would  not  be  glad  of  less  work. 

10323.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to 
those  houses  which  are  opened  on  Sundays  for 
bond  fide  travellers  ?—  My  opinion  is  that  it  would 
be  an  excellent  thing  if  you  could  invent  ma- 
chinery to  provide  for  it. 

10324.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  different  at- 
titude maintained  by  the  police  towards  houses 
known  to  be  Nationalists  as  compared  with 
others?  — I think  it  is  almost  inevitable  it  should 
be  so.  If  half-a-dozen  publicans  in  a town  hold 
strong  political  opinions  and  make  themselves 
prominent  and  get  into  conflict  with  the 
police,  it  is  inevitable  that  the  police  should 
be  more  stringent  and  severe  than  they  would  be 
with  other  people,  and  I am  strongly  of  opinion, 
that  as  regards  some  branches  of  the  licensing  laws 
use  has  been  made  of  them  for  political  purposes 
for  which  they  were  never  intended.  So  far  as 
my  own  experience  has  gone,  I have  never  come 
across  a case  in  which  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
0.67. 


Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued, 
was  wrested  from  its  intention  for  that  purpose. 
I do  not  say  there  may  not  have  been  cases,  but 
I only  say  that  such  cases  have  never  come  under 
inv  knowledge.  But  taking  the  licensing  laws  as 
a whole,  and  particularly  that  provision  of  the 
licensing  laws  which  compels  a person  to  get  a 
certificate  of  character  from  two  magistrates  every 
year,  I am  aware  and  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
gross  misuse  has  been  made  of  that  provision  by 
the  police  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  and 
harassing  their  political  opponents.  I am  also  of 
opinion  that  an  unfair  and  oppressive  use  of  the 
system  of  boycotting  prosecutions  has  been  made 
for  the  purpose  of  injuring  Nationalist  publicans. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10325.  Nothing  concerning  this  Act,  to  your 
knowledge  ? — In  a large  number  of  cases  through- 
out the  country  Nationalist  publicans  were 
harassed  by  the  police,  but  no  use  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  for  this  purpose  has  come  under  my 
notice. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

10326.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  mere  oppo- 
sition to  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  and 
the  sooner  closing  on  Saturday  evenings  comes 
from  those  interested  in  the  trade  ? — Certainly. 

10327.  Do  you  think  any  practical  difficulty 
can  arise  amongst  people  generally  if  these  points 
are  carried  ? — I do  not. 

10328.  1 suppose  it  is  your  opinion  that  more 
drunkenness  occurs  on  Saturday  nights  ? — Cer- 
tainly. 

10329.  And  we  may  look  to  more  improve- 
ment in  the  moral  character  and  condition  of  the 
people  if  we  have  earlier  closing  on  Saturday 
nights? — I would  expect  an  enormous  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10330.  With  regard  to  the  persecution  of  pub- 
licans by  the  police,  in  reply  to  the  honourable 
Member  for  Tyrone,  you  said  there  was  no 
police  persecution,  so  far  as  this  Act  is  concerned? 
— I said  no  case  had  come  under  my  notice  in 
which  that  has  happened. 

10331.  Is  it  not  possible  ? — I said  so.  I said 
it  was  inevitable  that  the  police  should  be  more 
strict  with  people  who  take  an  active  political 
part,  and  I think  it  exceedingly  probable  that  in 
many  places  publicans  taking  an  active  part  on 
the  popular  side,  are  strictly  watched,  while  little 
or  no  attempt  is  made  to  prevent  breaches  of  the 
Act  by  non -nationalists. 

10332.  The  publican  has  the  privilege  of  en- 
tertaining a friend  in  his  house  ? — Certainly. 

10333.  Is  it  not  possible  the  policeman  may 
insist  on  searching  that  house,  and  even  though 
the  man  may  be  found  upstairs  in  a private  part 
of  the  dwelling  he  may  institute  a prosecution  ? 
— Yes. 

10334.  Would  not  that  be  persecution? — Yes, 
if  the  publican  is  bond  fide  entertaining  a friend. 

10335.  And  would  it  not  have  resulted  from 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act? — Do  not  misunderstand 
me.  I did  not  say  it  had  not  happened.  I said 
no  case  had  come  under  my  experience. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10336.  It  would  be  quite  possible  if  too  much 
latitude  was  given  to  the  entertainment  of  guests 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
to  make  the  licensing  laws  a farce  ? — I think 
great  abuse  might  arise,  and  I think,  moreover, 
the  defence  which  i3  very  generally  set  up  that 
persons  were  guests,  is  frequently  untrue. 

Mr.  Agg-  Gardner. 

10337.  I understand  you  do  not  pay  much 
attention  to  the  figures  which  have  been  got 
showing  the  opinion  of  the  city  of  Cork  ? — I did 
not  say  I did  not  attach  much  importance  to 
them.  I said  I think  they  did  represent  the  views 
of  the  inhabitants,  but  that  taking  an  informal 
plebiscite  is  open  to  such  abuse  that  it  is  difficult 
to  arrive  at  a conclusion  as  to  its  real  value. 

10338.  Your  opinion  is  that  the  majority  of 
the  people  and  the  inhabitants  of  Cork  are  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing? — I am  convinced  of  that. 

10339.  May  I ask  how  you  arrived  at  that 
conclusion  ? — There  is  no  way  in  which  I could 
arrive  at  it  except  by  conversing  with  people  and 
soliciting  their  views. 

10340.  And  obtaining  the  opinion  of  those 
who  use  the  public-houses?— What  I said  was 
that  in  my  opinion  not  alone  were  the  majority  of 
citizens  in  Cork  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  but 
the  majority  of  the  poorer  classes  would  be  also 
in  its  favour. 

10341.  Of  those  who  frequent  the  public- 
houses  ? — I suppose  if  I am  to  take  it  that  the 
frequenters  of  the  public-houses  are  for  the  most 
part  the  poorer  classes,  that  would  follow. 

10342.  Has  drunkenness  decreased? — I was 
not  asked  that  question,  but  other  witnesses 
have  stated  it,  and  I am  very  happy  to  corrobo- 
rate their  statement  that  drunkenness  has  largely 
decreased  in  Cork  in  consequence  of  the  League 
of  the  Cross  organisation ; a temperance  organi- 
sation. 

10343,  Do  you  think  it  is  more  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  clergy  than  to  repressive  legisla- 
tion ? — There  has  been  no  repressive  legislation 
in  Cork. 

10344.  In  the  other  parts  of  the  country? — 
In  the  cities  and  towns  the  League  of  the  Cross 
has  been  active. 

10345.  Where  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  applied 
is  thpre  any  decrease  of  drunkenness  ? — Certainly 
there  is. 

10346.  Do  you  not  think  that  is  caused  by  re- 
pressive legislation? — If  you  call  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  repressive  legislation,  it  is. 

10347.  The  effect  of  Sunday  closing  legislation 
is  to  interfere  with  the  poorer  classes  surely  ? — I 
do  not  know  whether  it  interferes  with  their  con- 
venience very  much.  If  you  speak  now  of  the 
existing  'Sunday  Closing  Act,  it  largely  operated, 
as  I have  previously  stated,  on  what  I may  call 
the  peasant  class,  and  the  farmers  who  came  into 
the  towns  on  Sunday,  and  who  went  into  public- 
houses  for  society  and  good-fellowship. 

10348.  It  prohibits  the  poorer  person  doing 
that  which  the  rich  man  can  do? — It  shuts  up 
the  public-houses ; that  is  the  sum  and  substance 
of  it. 

10349.  That  is  class  legislation? — I do  not 
know  what  class  legislation  means. 

10350.  Legislation  for  one  class? — If  tem- 
perance legislation  is  class  legislation,  then  it  is 
in  my  opinion,  legislation  not  against,  but  for  the 
interests  of  the  poorer  classes. 


Mr.  Agg- Gardner — continued. 

10351.  Do  you  not  think  it  might  lead  to 
opposition  and  riot? — No;  that  is  entirely 
chimerical;  that  is  what  was  stated  when  the 
first  Sunday  Act  was  being  passed. 

10352.  I understand  you  to  say  that  you  wish 
to  extend  the  limit  of  the  bona  fide  traveller  to 
six  miles  ? — I would  be  in  favour  of  it. 

10353.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  that  would  in- 
crease the  hardship  of  the  people  who  were  walk- 
ing and  of  pedestrians? — I do  not  see  any  reason 
why  a man  should  not  take  a walk  on  Sunday 
without  having  a public-house  at  every  turn. 

10354.  He  might  get  thirsty  in  very  hot 
weather.  Do  you  think  it  is  fair  to  deprive  him 
of  a convenience  ? — If  that  deprivation,  which  is 
a trifling  one,  produces  an  enormous  public 
benefit,  I think  it  would  be  perfectly  fair. 

10355.  You  believe  it  would  produce  an 
enormous  public  benefit  ? — Certainly. 

10356.  The  mere  fact  of  extending  the  distance 
to  six  miles  ? — And  rendering  the  Act  perpetual. 

10357.  How  many  people  do  you  think  it 
would  interfere  with  ; would  it . stop  drunken- 
ness ? — If  it  is  properly  worked  it  will  have  an 
enormous  effect  in  stopping  drunkenness.  It 
could  not  well  stop  drunkenness  without  stopping 
drinking  to  some  extent. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10358.  I think  you  stated  in  the  early  part  of 
your  evidence  when  being  examined  by  the 
Solicitor  General  that  the  people  who  are  fond 
of  drinking  can  get  drink  ? — Certainly  ; but  those 
are  the  minority. 

10359.  And  in  your  opinion  it  would  affect,  as 
it  were,  the  majority  who  do  not  make  an  im- 
proper use  of  the  public-houses  ? — What  I said 
was  that  persons  who  are  determined  to  get 
drunk  anyhow,  can  get  drink  at  present  owing  to 
the  laxity  of  the  police. 

Mr.  Agg- Gardner. 

10360.  Would  not  that  be  the  case  after 
the  closing? — Not  if  the  Act  was  properly 
worked. 

10361.  More  strongly  than  it  is  at  present? — 
Yes. 

10362.  Repression  ? — That  is  your  way  of 
putting  it. 

10363.  You  say  the  Vintners’  Association  are 
more  active  ? — Certainly. 

10364.  Are  there  any  temperance  associations? 
— The  temperance  advocates  in  Ireland,  the 
majority  of  whom  are  necessarily  Nationalists, 
owing  to  the  preponderance  of  Nationalists  in  the 
country,  have  let  the  temperance  question,  like 
all  other  questions,  more  or  less  sink  into  abey- 
ance owing  to  the  prominence  the  national  ques- 
tion has  received. 

10365.  There  are  organisations  ? — Temperance 
organisations  have  been,  I may  say,  so  far  as 
affecting  legislation  is  concerned,  practically  non- 
existent for  half-a-dozen  years.  There  has  been 
the  central  temperance  organisation  in  Dublin, 
but  beyond  passing  an  occasional  resolution  I 
do  not  think  it  has  been  able  to  do  much. 
There  is  no  organisation  on  the  temperance  side 
which  at  all  takes  the  action  in  public  matters 
which  the  Licensed  Vintners’  Association  take  in 
the  interests  of  their  clients. 

10366.  Speaking 
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[ Continued. 


Mr.  Biggar. 

10366.  Speaking  of  the  Licensed  Vintners’ 
Association  and  the  Temperance  Association,  of 
course  the  licensed  vintners  have  a large  money 
interest  ? — Certainly. 

10367.  And  the  others  have  only  a sentimental 
interest? — Certainly;  that  is,  no  doubt,  an  im- 
portant consideration. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

10368.  In  dealing  with  large  communities,  like 
the  populations  of  Dublin,  Cork,  and  Belfast,  do 
you  think  it  better  to  proceed  by  easy  stages  in 
the  closing  of  public-houses  rather  to  close  them 
right  off? — My  view  is  that  three  hours’  drink- 
ing would  be  better  than  five  hours ; but  in  my 
opinion  no  drinking  at  all  would  be  better. 

10369.  Proceed  by  easy  stages,  and  ultimately 
close  in,  say,  lour  or  five  years? — If  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  is  now  made  perpetual  I am  afraid 
you  would  find  it  hard  to  re-open  the  question  in 
three  or  four  years. 

10370.  I mean,  proceed  under  the  Act  to 
close  public-houses  gradually  ? — That  would  be 
a very  exceptional  form  of  legislative  enact- 
ment. I am  not  aware  that  there  would  be  any 
precedent  in  the  Statute  Book  for  such  a provi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Lea. 

10371.  I think  I understand  the  sum  of  your 
evidence  to  be  that  you  think  Cork  is  quite 
ready  and  wishful  for  the  total  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sunday  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10372.  The  honourable  Member  for  South 
Tipperary  has  a theory  which  he  has  advanced 
to  several  witnesses,  that  a minority,  and  a very 
small  minority  of  the  people,  make  an  improper 
use  of  public-houses,  but  that  the  large  majority 
make  a proper  use  of  them.  Do  you  believe 
that  the  only  bad  use  of  a public-house  is  a man 
getting  drunk;  do  not  you  think  that  a man 
who  injures  himself,  and  spends  his  wages  with- 
out getting  drunk  in  a public-house,  does  equal 
injury  to  himself  and  his  family? — I think  that 
that  is  an  evil  of  equal  magnitude  to  drunkenness. 

10373.  Another  theory  which  has  been 
brought  before  the  Committee  by  witnesses  is 
to  the  following  effect:  that  a clerk  in  an  office, 
or  a working  man  in  a workshop,  requires  exer- 
cise in  the  open  air  on  Sunday,  and  that  the 
gentlemen  following  those  avocations  could 
hardly  be  expected  to  travel  more  than  three 
miles  without  meeting  an  open  beerhouse.  What 
do  you  think  of  that  proposition  ? 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10374.  What  was  asserted  was,  that  if  the 
limit  of  distance  is  extended  he  will  hesitate  be- 
fore he  takes  a long  walk  ? — In  my  opinion  there 
is  no  serious  danger  of  any  such  result  as  that 
ensuing. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10375.  You  stated  that  in  Cork  you  could 
hardly  conceive  a greater  calamity  than  the  repeal 
0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
of  the  present  Sunday  Closing  Act?— That  is  my 
opinion. 

10376.  You  adhere  to  that?  — Certainly;  I 
think,  as  I have  said,  that  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  has  done  enormous  good  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, and  has  made  the  farmers  of  Ireland  as 
sober  and  steady  a class  as  exists  in  any  country 
in  the  world. 

10377.  That  is  a ground  on  which  you  say 
that  it  would  be  a calamity  to  repeal  the  Act? — 
It  is. 

10378.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent  there  are 
any  bogus  clubs  in  Ireland  ? — I never  heard  of 
them  until  this  Committee  sat. 

10379.  Are  the  Irish  working  classes  such 
lovers  of  drink  that  if  the  legalised  houses  are 
done  away  with  they  will  forthwith  proceed  to 
club  together  to  get  drink? — I have  a much 
better  opinion  of  my  countrymen  than  to  think 
anything  of  that  kind. 

10380.  And  you  found  that  opinion  very 
largely  on  the  fact  that  no  such  result  has  fol- 
lowed the  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses 
throughout  the  rural  parts  of  Ireland  ? — Cer- 
tainly. I think  the  experience  of  Sunday  closing 
there  has  been  most  valuable,  in  enabling  us  to 
find  out  what  we  may  expect  from  the  extension, 
of  it  to  the  cities. 

10381.  And  you  think  10  years  are  sufficient 
to  test  it? — Yes. 

10382.  Now,  to  come  to  home  drinking ; 
several  witnesses  have  expressed  great  fear,  an  d 
more  have  indulged  in  direct  prophecies,  that  if 
these  restrictions  are  enacted  home  drinking  wi  11 
take  the  place  of  public-house  drinking ; do  you 
not  believe  that  the  influence  of  the  wife  and 
the  children  would,  instead  of  encouraging  to 
drink,  act  as  a restraining  influence  ? — I am  con- 
vinced of  it. 

10383.  Where  do  the  better  classes  in  Ireland 
drink? — Whatever  they  drink  they  drink,  as  a 
rule,  at  home. 

10384.  They  do  not  drink  at  a public-house  ? 
— Not  as  a rule. 

10385.  Do  you  think  it  is  fair  to  the  artizans 
and  working  classes  of  Ireland  to  say  that  while 
the  better  classes  can  restrain  themselves  at  home 
the  working  classes  are  unable  to  do  so  ? — I do 
not;  I regard  such  a statement  as  a libel  on  the 
artizan  class. 

10386.  You  think  that  they  are  as  capable  of 
exercising  this  self-restraint  as  the  class  called 
their  betters  ? — Certainly. 

10387.  Regarding  this  meeting  in  Cork,  you 
were  present? — I was  present. 

10388.  And  therefore  you  have  an  advantage 
over  Mr.  Crean,  who  was  not  ? — Certainly. 

10389.  Was  Mr.  Crean  right  when  he  told 
this  Committee  that  outside  the  platform  that 
meeting  was  composed  of  Sabbatarians  and  fad- 
dists ? — I do  not  suppose  there  was  a single 
individual  outside  the  platform  who  could  be 
described  in  that  way.  I was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  platform,  including  myself,  got  the 
benefit  of  that  observation. 

10390.  My  impression  is  that  Mr.  Crean 
exempted  the  platform,  and  he  described  the  rest 
of  the  meeting  as  being  made  up  of  Sabbatarians, 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
total  abstainers,  and  faddists  of  every  description. 
The  object  of  the  meeting  was  principally  to 
ascertain  the  views  of  working  men.  He 
was  asked,  “ Were  there  any  men  at  all  of  a 
representative  character  on  the  platform  ?”  and  his 
answer  was,  “ None  but  clergymen  and  two  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament;”  is  that  true  or  not  true? — 
It  is  not  true. 

10891-2.  “ Who  were  the  others?  (yl.)  They 
were  total  abstainers  and  Sabbatarians  is  that 
true? — There  is  no  foundation  for  such  a state- 
ment. 

Chairman. 

10393.  I may  say  that  that  refers  to  the  whole 
meeting? — I certainly,  when  I read  Mr.  Crean’s 
statement  in  the  newspapers,  understood  that 
remark  to  refer  to  the  platform. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10394.  He  goes  on  to  say,  “The  meeting  was 
chiefly  composed  of  three  societies.”  “ (Q.)  And 
the  people  who  were  on  the  platform  outside 
those  you  have  mentioned  were  teetotalers  and 
Sabbatarians?  ( A .)  That  is  so.  (Q.)  And  gene- 
rally peculiar  people?”  Then,  “ (_Q-)  I was  ask- 
ing  you  about  the  composition  of  this  meeting, 
and  I say  were  they  generally  peculiar  people  ; 
I mean  by  that,  persons  who  would  have  strong 
opinions  on  certain  subjects;  they  are  anti-vac- 
cinators, are  they  not?  (A.)  I will  not  answer 
that  question.  ( Q .)  Are  they  not  faddists  of 
every  description?  (A.)  Yes,  they  are.”  You 
challenge  the  whole  thing,  whether  it  applies  to 
the  platform  or  to  the  meeting? — Yes. 


Chairman. 

10395.  Your  observations  apply  to  the  meeting 
and  the  platform  ? — So  far  as  they  regard  the 
statement  that  they  were  Sabbatarians  and  fad- 
dists. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10396.  That  meeting,  you  say,  was  convened 
in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  ? — Sunday  closing 
and  Saturday-night  closing. 

10397.  In  convening  a meeting  in  that  way,  did 
you  act  on  the  principle  that  if  an  open  meeting 
were  called  in  Cork  to  discuss  this  question,  so 
far  from  being  a deliberate  assembly  it  would  be 
a bear  garden  ? — Certainly,  that  is  my  opinion. 

10398.  And  you  acted  on  the  theory  that  those 
who  were  in  favour  ought  to  demonstrate,  and 
those  who  were  against  ought  to  demonstrate  on 
their  own  account  ? — I know  no  political  or  social 
movement  which  has  not  proceeded,  not  by 
general  meetings  but  merely  by  meetings  of  their 
own  supporters. 

10399.  Has  there  been  a meeting  in  Cork  of 
the  same  character  as  your  two  ? — No. 

10400.  Have  you  ever  known  in  your  expe- 
rience of  any  meeting  in  Ireland  apart  from  trade 
meetings,  leaving  out  the  city  of  Dublin,  where 
resolutions  have  been  passed  against  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  in  these  10  years?  — I will  not 
undertake  to  speak  positively  ; I can  only  say  that 
my  recollection  does  not  recall  any  such.  The 
question  extends  over  rather  a large  area. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

10401.  You  are  a public  man,  and  I should  say 
you  have  been  in  very  close  contact  with  the 
people,  and  you  are  not  aware  of  any  such  meet- 
ing during  these  10  years  ? — I am  not. 

10402.  Coming  to  the  very  interesting  ques- 
tion, so  far  as  this  Committee  is  concerned,  the 
question  of  the  hand  fide  traveller,  would  you  look 
at  Clause  2 of  the  Bill  before  the  Committee ; I 
am  now  dealing  with  the  point  of  certain  classes 
of  houses  being  exempt? — “Provided  always, 
that  no  person  licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  shall  sell  intoxicating  liquors  to  bona,  fide 
travellers  on  Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  or  Good 
Friday,  whose  licensed  premises  do  not  contain 
at  least  four  apartments  set  apart  exclusively  for 
the  sleeping  accommodation  of  travellers,  and  are 
otherwise  structurally  adapted  for  use  as  an  inn 
or  hotel  for  the  reception  of  guests  and  travellers, 
and  are  mainly  so  used.” 

10403.  The  object  there  is  to  have  a class  of 
house  for  the  supply  of  legitimate  bond  fide 
travellers,  as  against  a class  of  house  for  the 
supply  of  people  who  merely  travel  to  drink  ? — 
Yes. 

10404.  You  are  in  favour  of  that? — I am  in 
favour  of  that. 

10405.  If  it  can  be  woi-ked  out  ? — Certainly. 

10406.  The  object  of  that  clause  clearly  is 
that  houses  of  the  character  of  an  inn  or  hotel 
should  be  open  for  this  purpose,  and  that  no 
other  class  of  houses  should  be  open  ? — Cer- 
tainly. 

10407.  Do  you  think  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  give  the  publicans  of  Ireland  six- day  licenses, 
and  allow  such  houses  exemption  orders? — Do 
you  mean,  to  convert  all  the  existing  seven-day 
licenses  into  six-day  licenses? 

10408.  Ido? — That  would  be  a large  altera- 
tion. 

10409.  Why ; are  you  aware  how  many  of 
them  are  six-day  licenses,  in  the  first  place  ? — 
I do  not  know  the  precise  figures. 

10410.  There  are  4,000  six-day  licenses  now? 
— I think  I am  right  in  saying  that  outside 
places  like  Dublin,  and  I may  say  perhaps  Bel- 
fast, the  majority  of  licenses  are  seven-day  licenses. 
I will  not  undertake  to  speak  positively,  but  that 
is  my  impression. 

10411.  I think  you  will  find  the  very  opposite 
to  be  the  ease  ? — They  are  ex  necessitate  rei  six- 
day  licenses  to  this  extent,  that  they  are  closed 
by  statute  on  Sunday,  except  for  bond  fide 
travellers. 

10412.  There  are  4,000  of  these  actually  in 
existence? — Four  thousand  out  of  how  many  ? 

10413.  Sixteen  thousand.  A fourth  of  the 
houses  are  absolutely  six-day  licenses?—  Of  course 
I accept  your  figures  as  correct. 

10414.  If  this  Act  is  to  come  into  operation, 
and  if  the  bond  fide  traveller  nuisance  is  to  be 
rectified,  how  is  it  to  be  done? — If  there  was  a 
licensing  body  in  which  all  classes  could  have 
confidence  I would  have  no  difficulty  in  answer- 
ing that  question,  but  I fear  in  the  absence  of  a 
licensing  body  you  w'ould  have  great  difficulty  in 
carrying  out  your  view.  This  is  one  method 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
that  is  suggested  here,  and  I do  not  say  that  it  is 
not  a good  method,  but  I think  that  it  would  be 
largely  evaded.  1 think  there  would  be  hundreds 
of  persons  who  would  be  always  ready  to  repre- 
sent that  they  had  apartments  set  aside  for  the 
sleeping  of  travellers,  and  who  never  had  a 
traveller  sleeping  there. 

Chairman. 

10415.  Are  not  there  some  public-houses  in 
villages  and  towns  in  Ireland  where  a bona  fide 
traveller  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  be.  If 
he  be  a legitimate  traveller;  he  would  if  that 
were  fairly  and  strictly  and  without  evasion  ad- 
ministered be  excluded? — No  doubt. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10416.  1 am  speaking  more  of  the  spirit  of  the 
clause  than  of  the  letter ? — I am  fully  in  favour  if 
it  can  be  carried  out  of  restricting  the  right  to 
sell  liquors  to  bona  fide  travellers  to  certain 
houses.  If  a practical  plan  can  be  suggested  to 
me,  no  one  will  accept  it  more  heartily  than  I. 

10417.  1 wish  to  ask  you  some  questions  about 
the  municipalities.  This  temperance  question 
has  never  been  raised  in  either  municipal  or 
Parliamentary  contests  since  the  Bill  passed  ? — 
Since  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  I am  sure  that 
that  is  so. 

10418.  That  is  to  say  no  Parliamentary 
candidate  or  municipal  candidate  has  ever 
had  this  question  submitted  to  him  as  a test, 
to  your  knowledge? — No;  I am  aware  that 
some  years  ago  it  was  a common  thing  for 
licensed  vintners  to  wait  on  a candidate  and  ask 
him  certain  questions,  but  you  are  correct  in 
saying  the  temperance  question  has  never  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  electors  in  anyway  as  a test  question. 

10419.  And  that  therefore  the  verdict  of  cor- 
porations largely  represents  the  personal  feeling? — 
Certainly,  and  I may  mention  that  in  the  City  of 
Cork,  when  Mr.  Parnell  first  contested  it  in 
1880,  he  had  no  more  active  opponents  than  the 
licensed  vintners  of  the  citv  ; I mean  the 
licensed  vinters’  organization,  because  I have  a 
far  better  opinion  of  the  mass  of  publicans  of  the 
country  than  to  believe  they  would  follow  any 
vintners’  organization  on  that  question. 

10420.  I think  I would  not  be  wrong  in  saying 
that  a considerable  number  of  the  temperance 
people  supported  him,  i.e.,  Mr.  Parnell  ? — I have 
no  doubt  about  it. 

10421.  What  I wish  to  elicit  is  that,  so  far  as 
municipal  opinion  is  concerned  just  now,  it  does 
not  arise  from  the  question  having  been  deliber- 
ately submitted  to  them,  but  they  give  a verdict 
simply  representing  their  own  personal  views  ? — 
Ceriainly. 

10422.  And  I think  I am  not  wrong  in  saying, 
that  the  license  trade  has  a very  large  representa- 
tion on  the  public  bodies  ?— Enormous.  I speak 
only  of  the  municipalities. 

10423.  I am  only  speaking  of  that  ? —I  do  not 
speak  of  the  town  commissioners;  I speak  of.the 
municipalities  under  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10424.  Are  Mr.  Parnell  and  the  licensed 
vintners  of  Cork  in  conflict  on  the  subject  now  ? 
— No,  they  are  not. 

10425.  You  have  told  us  that  the  municipal 
0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
register  of  Limerick  numbers  400  ? — That  is  the 
figure  presented  in  the  return  to  thishouse  in  1886. 

10426.  The  figure  given  now  shows  316  public- 
houses  in  Limerick  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

10427.  Do  you  think  all  these  publicans  have 
votes? — I should  think  that  the  majority  of  them 
have  ; I can  only  form  an  opinion. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10428.  Would  it  be  a proper  inference  from 
the  state  of  facts  that  publicans  are  the  only  voters 
for  the  municipality  of  Limerick  ? — No.  I would 
not  say  they  are  the  only  voters. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10429.  In  view  of  the  fact,  that  there  are  400 
electors,  and  that  there  are  316  licensed  houses, 

I asked  the  Mayor  whether  he  was  surprised 
that  the  corporation  petitioned  against  the  Bill, 
and  he  said  no  ? — I say  that  in  my  opinion  such  a 
constituency  must  be  largely  leavened  by  the 
publican  vote. 

10430.  You  are  quite  clear  as  to  Sunday  that 
it  would  be  a lamentable  thing  to  repeal  the  Act, 
and  it  would  be  a good  thing  to  extend  it  to 
Cork  ? — Certainly. 

10431.  Whilst  you  admit  there  is  a bond  fide 
opposition,  whatever  its  extent  may  be,  to  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  you  deny 
that  there  is  any  solid  public  opinion  in  Ireland 
against  Saturday  early  closing? — I do,  positively. 

10432.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  the  people 
outside  Cork  on  that  question.  Did  you  see  a 
resolution  of  the  members  of  the  diocese  of  Ross 
the  other  day  ? — I did  ; and  I saw  the  letters  of 
a number  of  Catholic  Bishops  and  Protestant 
Bishops  which  have  been  circulated,  and  I am 
aware  that  there  are  a number  of  them  who  express 
themselves  in  favour  of  Saturday-night  closing. 

10433.  In  your  experience  of  Ireland  have 
you  ever  met  any  representative  persons, 
working  men  or  otherwise,  who  objected  to  the 
shortening  of  hours  on  Saturday? — It  would  be 
a strong  thing  to  say  I never  met  anybody,  but 
outside  the  trade  I am  safe  in  saying  that  oppo- 
nents of  Saturday-night  closing  are  very  rare 
indeed. 

10434.  I am  speaking  outside  the  trade? — 
Very  rare.  At  the  same  time  1 think  it  right 
to  say  that  in  making  that  statement  I speak 
only  as  to  the  parts  of  the  country  with  which 
I myself  am  familiar,  namely,  the  Province  of 
Munster. 

10435.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a great  deal  of 
the  mischief  that  arises  from  drink  in  Ireland 
arises  from  Saturday  night  drinking  ? — I think  I 
may  almost  say  the  bulk  of  it. 

10436.  Do  you  not  think  the  havoc  made  in 
the  wages  of  the  working  classes  on  Saturday 
night  is  lamentable? — 1 think  it  is  lamentable. 

13437.  And  that  tells  on  the  homes  of  the 

eople,  and  the  education  of  the  children,  and  the 

ringing  up  of  the  children  ? — Unquestionably. 

10438.  I am  going  to  ask  you  a question  which 
you  will  be  astonished  at  my  asking.  What  do 
you  think  would  be  the  result  of  Saturday  early 
closing  if  there  was  an  Irish  Parliament? — I do 
not  think  the  result  would  be  in  doubt  for  24 
hours. 

3 G 4 
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Mr.  Charles  Dawson, 
Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10439.  You  are  a member  of  the  Dublin  Cor- 
poration ? — Yes. 

10440.  You  were  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin 
twice  ? — Yes. 

10441.  You  were  a Member  of  Parliament? — 
Yes. 

10442.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  action 
taken  by  the  Dublin  Corporation  in  connection 
with  the  Bills  that  have  been  referred  to  this 
Committee  for  inquiry  ? — I am. 

10443.  You  took  some  part  in  that? — I did. 

10444.  What  was  the  nature  of  it  ? — I 
seconded  a resolution  against  the  Bill  which  was 
proposed  by  Alderman  Dillon. 

10445.  That  was  a Petition? — That  was  a 
Petition. 

10446.  If  I remember  rightly  it  dealt  with 
Sunday  closing  and  early  Saturday  night  closing, 
both  questions? — Quite  so. 

10447.  Have  you  any  connection  with  the 
liquor  trade  yourself? — No.  I always  made  it  a 
rule  to  stand  aloof  from  both  sides  because  many 
years  ago,  about  10,  the  people  in  the  trade 
asked  me  to  preside  at  a public  meeting  in  their 
interests,  and  I refused,  though  it  was  a very 
responsible,  and  at  that  time  a very  influential 
position  to  occupy.  I never  took  any  partizan 
part  on  either  side  of  any  violent  character  or 
any  strong  character. 

10448.  Consequently  your  opinion  is  unbiased? 
— I think  so. 

10449.  You  have  also  had  some  connection 
with  Limerick  ? — Yes. 

10450.  Did  you  fill  any  office  in  Limerick? — 
Yes.  I was  High  Sheriff  in  1873. 

10451.  You  occupy  some  official  position  in 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin  ? — Yes.  I am 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  and  Artizans’ 
Dwellings  Committee. 

10452.  Of  these  two  Committees  ?— Of  these 
two  Commiltees. 

10453.  Do  you  think  that  the  objects  of  the 
promoters  of  these  measures  will  be  fulfilled  if 
they  come  into  operation? — No,  in  general  I 
think  that  the  course  to  be  pursued  for  the 
reduction  of  the  excess  of  drinking  should  be  by 
ameliorative  measures.  I think  there  is  a great 
confusion  about  the  application  of  the  word  tem- 
perance to  these  societies.  They  are  not  really 
temperance  societies ; they  are  total  abslinance 
societies.  There  is  very  great  confusion  in  con- 
sequence of  calling  them  temperance.  They  are 
not  temperate,  but  extreme.  My  idea  is  that 
temperance  will  be  achieved  better  by  ameliora- 
tive measures,  improving  the  condition  of  the 
people  in  their  amusements,  improving  their 
condition  in  giving  them  open  air  spaces,  and 
other  matters  to  take  them  away  from  the  only 
recreation  left  to  them  for  many  years.  I do 
believe  that  in  Dublin  that  policy  is  having  its 
effect,  because  we  have  public  libraries,  and  they 
are  so  densely  crowded  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  enlarge  and  improve  them.  We  have  cor- 
poration swimming  baths  to  which  it  is  impossible 
for  the  numbers  applying  to  get  admission.  We 


called  in ; and  Examined. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
have  open  air  places,  and  bands,  and  on  Sunday 
also  ; so  that  my  hope  has  been  that  these  would 
be  matters  to  produce  what  I want  to  produce, 
temperance,  not  what  I look  upon  as  a utopian 
idea,  total  abstinence,  which  is  generally  pro- 
fessed as  to  90  per  cent,  by  those  who  do  not 
require  it,  whilst  the  others  are  all  allowed  to 
go  to  extremes.  I look  upon  that  as  proved  by 
the  death  rate  of  Dublin.  The  death  rate  of 
Dublin  when  I joined  the  corporation  was  over 
40  per  thousand.  The  death  rate  has  fallen  from 
40  to  30,  and  from  30  to  20  or  22  ; and  I look 
upon  that  as  conclusive  proof  that  excessive 
drinking  and  debauchery,  which  lead  to  an  ex- 
cessive death  rate  must  be  declining. 

10454.  You  rely  upon  these  measures  that 
you  have  mentioned  as  being  more  likely  to  pro- 
duce temperance  or  moderation  amongst  the 
people  than  any  laws  of  a coercive  character 
which  may  be  recommended  by  this  Committee? 
— I am  perfectly  convinced  of  it. 

10455.  You  are  at  one  with  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  Mr.  O’Donnel,  a magistrate  of  Dub- 
lin, before  this  Committee,  when  he  said  that 
the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor 
was  the  true  solution  of  the  matter? — I am 
thoroughly  of  that  opinion ; I was  instru- 
mental in  Dublin  in  1873,  in  starting  the 
Artizans’  Dwellings  Company.  I delivered  a 
lecture  at  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  which  led 
to  a discussion ; the  discussion  led  to  the  sup- 
port and  inauguration  of  this  company  by  Lord 
Ardilaun,  who  was  then  Sir  Arthur  Guinness, 
and  others.  I was  led  to  that  by  reading  the 
works  of  Mr.  Bannister  Fletcher  who  was  for  a 
short  time  Member  of  this  House,  and  who  wrote 
a great  deal  about  it.  We  have  built  several 
blocks  of  separate  cottages,  but  there  is  yet 
wanting  legislation  which  is  of  great  importance. 
No  one  can  build  a new  house  in  Dublin  without 
submitting  the  plans  to  the  health  authority  as 
regards  materials,  air  space,  width  of  the  street, 
water,  gas,  and  light,  and  all  these  things,  but 
there  is  no  law  to  prevent  the  turning  of  any 
respectable  houses,  with  appliances  for  one 
family,  into  a tenement  with  a family  of  two  in 
every  room.  We  have  no  authority  of  that 
character,  and  it  would  be  a very  great  ad- 
vance in  legislation  if  before  these  houses  were 
changed  from  the  occupancy  of  one  family  that 
they  should  in  the  way  Mr.  Bannister  Fletcher 
states,  be  altered  by  running  up  a return  on  the 
back  giving  sanitary  accommodation  to  each  flat. 
I say  if  jmu  take  the  occupants  of  Merrion- 
square,  and  put  them  in  the  Combe,  and  take  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Combe  and  put  them  into 
Merrion-square,  I think  you  would  reverse  their 
characters  in  a few  years.  One  for  want  of 
decent  surroundings  would  have  gone  to  excess, 
and  the  others  would  have  been  improved.  That 
is  my  impression. 

10456.  Are  those  views  of  yours  largely  shared 
in  Dublin  by  people,  we  will  say,  of  a repre- 
sentative character,  and  of  a philanthropic  nature? 
— I am  afraid  everywhere  the  feeling  of  that 
class 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY  CLOSING  ACTS  (IRELAND). 


425 


21  June  1888.] 


Mr.  Dawson. 


[ Continued- 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
class  is  rather  for  repressive  measures  ; but  I am 
fortified  in  saying  that  I know  the  opinion  of 
some,  and  I know  the  opinion  of  eminent  eccle- 
siastics of  the  highest  eminence  who  agree  with 
me. 

10457.  Do  you  know  the  opinion  of  Arch- 
bishop VV als'h  ? — I am  not  authorised  to  speak 
for  him.  I do  believe  that  many  of  the  eminent 
ecclesiastics  agree  with  me  that  we  would  affect 
more  by  pursuing  temperance,  and  making  excess 
in  man  or  woman  a social  crime,  that  they  would 
be  absolutely,  to  use  a familiar  expression,  “ boy- 
cotted,” and  if  you  did  arrive  at  two  conclusions, 
if  we  could  bring  the  society  by  decent  sur- 
roundings to  a common  civilization,  then  those 
who  could  not  restrain  themselves  would  have  to 
bear  the  consequence  of  becoming  total  abstainers 
lest  they  should  go  too  far,  and  for  the  rest  we 
should  have  moderation,  and  no  excess ; that  is 
what  I hope  to  see  if  we  could  make  drunken- 
ness a social  crime,  that  a man  would  be  ashamed 
to  be  seen,  as  we  should  be  ashamed  to  be  seen, 
rolling  about  the  streets  drunk,  not  having  taken 
one  bottle  of  porter  but  a gallon.  My  idea  has 
been  to  bring  it  to  that  common-sense  thing,  and 
that  the  other  is  rather  a Utopian  idea. 

10458.  There  was  an  attempt  made  a short 
time  ago  by  the  establishment  of  coffee  palaces 
to  mend  the  habits  of  the  people ; what  has  been 
the  result  of  this? — I am  familiar  with  one. 
There  has  been  more  than  one,  but  I am  familiar 
with  the  history  of  one,  and  if  I am  correct,  I 
think  it  proves  my  theory.  I do  not  think  the 
tradesmen  of  Dublin  care  to  be  patted  on  the 
back  and  lectured  and  patronized,  and  brought 
into  a place  to  be  reformed.  There  is  a case 
before  my  mind  in  which  I took  a slight  share 
in  the  initiation  of  in  days  when  I did  believe 
in  it,  the  coffee  palaces  in  Capel-  street.  I think 
if  I am  correct  they  cost  7,000 1.  with  all  the 
fittings,  and  they  resulted  in  a loss.  It  is  now  shut 
up,  and  I do  not  think  there  are  many  hundreds 
remaining  to  account  for.  I believe  the  people 
did  not  want  to  go  in  there,  and  did  not  want  to 
be  patronized,  and  did  not  want  to  be  reformed 
in  this  way,  and  it  fell  to  the  ground.  That  is 
my  experience  of  that  company,  with  which  I 
had  some  personal  connection. 

10459.  You  think  they  will  not  be  treated  like 
children? — That  is  my  opinion.  When  they 
have  come  and  waited  on  me  about  these  matters 
I have  often  said,  “ 1 think  I have  no  right  to  tell 
you  when  you  shall  drink  or  how  much  you  shall 
drink?”  But  if  I reel  out  of  my  own  place  the 
next  day,  and  am  unable  to  take  care  of  myself, 
you  or  any  person,  however  humble,  have  a right 
to  tell  me  I am  a disgrace  to  myself,  to  my  coun- 
try, and  to  my  business. 

10460.  I suppose  that  the  project  was  started 
with  the  view  of  making  money? — No,  I think 
all  these  men  in  Dublin  who  start  any  project, 
start  it  with  the  utmost  philanthropy,  and  that 
they  do  everything  from  the  purest  possible 
motives ; but  I do  believe,  however,  that  they  are 
not  going  the  right  wav  to  attain  their  object. 

10461.  That  project  having  failed  you  rely  on 
the  other  means  you  have  mentioned  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  about  a reform  in  the  habits 
of  people  ?— Bringing  about  temperance. 

0.67. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

10462.  In  moderation  ? — In  moderation. 

10463.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  people’s 
habits  are  improving  ? — I think  so,  but  it  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  improve  under  conditions 
like  these.  There  is  a family  up  in  the  top  of 
an  old  house  like  these  houses  of  five  or  six 
storeys,  and  there  is  a delicate  woman  there. 
Every  time  that  woman  wants  to  get  water  for 
the  purposes  of  her  house  she  must  go  down  and 
up  these  eight  or  ten  flights  of  stairs,  and  when 
she  has  used  it  for  the  purposes  of  her  household 
she  must  go  down  again  ; there  is  not  a dust-bin, 
there  is  not  a water-closet,  not  a water-pipe,  not  a 
sewer-pipe,  there  is  nothing  in  fact,  and  I do  believe 
they  become  so  hopeless  in  their  endeavours  for 
comfort,  that  they  do  what  I probably  should  do  if 
I were  translated  to  the  same  condition  of  things, 
they  lose  all  feelings  of  decent  life.  I give  you  a 
positive  fact  which  cannot  be  denied,  that  the 
result  of  the  Artizans’  Dwellings  Company  in 
Dublin  is  this ; it  has  been  proved  that  their 
infant  death-rate  is  less,  and  it  has  been  proved 
in  some,  if  not  in  numerous  instances  that  prac- 
tically when  the  alternative  is  put  before  the 
people,  that  if  their  habits  were  rowdy  they 
would  lose  the  tenancy  they  reform  their  habits. 
1 have  it  from  the  officials  that  where  habits 
exist  of  drinking  to  excess,  offenders  reform 
rather  than  leave  the  houses. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

10464.  Do  you  turn  them  out  of  the  Artizans 
Dwellings  ? — Yes,  a rowdy  character  will  not  be 
allowed.  I may  mention  a matter  which  may 
convey  my  idea.  If  there  was  in  those  houses 
the  slightest  suspicion  of  the  faintest  character 
as  to  the  immorality  of  a woman  the  tenants 
would  leave  en  masse  if  the  person  were  not 
removed.  I want  to  bring  something  of  that 
kind  forward  if  not  quite  so  extreme,  that  decent 
people  in  decent  places  will  not  tolerate  extra- 
vagant and  excessive  drinking. 

10465.  Will  decent  localities  tolerate  a rowdy 
public-house  ? — I do  not  think  they  would.  The 
Registrar  General  of  Dublin,  at  the  back  of  his 
report  on  the  death-rate,  gives  you  the  death-rate 
in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and  you  will  see  that 
the  death-rate  among  people  of  rank  and  pro- 
perty is  5 per  cent,  per  thousand.  People  of 
decent  occupation,  14  per  cent,  per  thousand, 
until  you  come  down  to  the  people  in  second- 
class  localities,  and  then  you  find  the  death-rate 
gone  up  to  30  or  40  per  thousand. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10466.  Let  me  ask  you  this,  arising  out  of  the 
question  of  the  honourable  Member  for  Belfast, 
would  they  tolerate  a respectable  public-house  in 
a locality  ? — I think  so : some  of  the  companies 
have  not  had  a public-house  on  the  buildings, 
but  they  do  not  enforce  any  total  abstinence 
rules  on  their  tenants. 

10467.  Would  the  tenants  consider  it  a con- 
venience to  have  a public-house  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ? — I do  not  profess  to  say  that  any  of 
the  Artizans’  Dwellings  Companies  have  allo- 
cated a public-house  to  their  tenants,  there 
being  respectable  ones  in  the  neighbourhood. 

10468.  You  said  a little  while  ago  that  you 
3 H knew 
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Mr.  John  O’  Connor — continued, 
knew  the  opinions  of  very  high  dignitaries  in 
Dublin  and  Ecclesiastics? — Yes. 

10469.  Do  those  belong  to  the  religion  of  the 
majority  of  the  people? — Yes. 

10470.  You  are  acquainted  with  Archbishop 
W alsh  ?-  Yes. 

10471.  You  meet  him  occasionally? — Yes. 
You  mentioned  his  name,  but  I have  no  au- 
thority for  mentioning  it.  When  1 said  high 
Ecclesiastics,  I have  it  from  them  that  a good 
many  of  them  think  the  means  I have  spoken  of 
of  improving  the  position  of  the  people  is  the  surer 

10472.  You  discuss  all  social  questions  to- 
gether?— Yes. 

10473.  Their  views  are  not  at  variance  with 
yours  '/  — As  far  as  I cen  learn  them. 

10474.  We  had  a witness  here  from  Limerick 
the  last  day  we  met,  Mr.  Spillane  ; do  you  think 
Mr.  Spillane  represents  the  views  of  the  people 
on  this  question  ? — I do  not  think  that  he  does. 
I think  it  there  were  such  a test  as  was  put  in 
Dublin  the  other  day,  when  a candidate  had  to 
withdraw  a seeming  consent  to  these  measures  it 
it  would  have  the  same  effect.  In  his  candida- 
ture he  really  had  to  disavow  his  sympathy  with 
coercive  measures  ; it  was  not  put  exactly  in  that 
way,  but  he  disavowed  it  as  being  likely  to  have 
an  effect  on  the  election.  The  Mayor  of  Limerick 
spoke  publicly  in  favour  of  a petition  against  the 
Bill,  and  I believe  presented  it,  10  days  after, 
he  was  unanimously  chosen  member.  I do  not 
think  he  would  be  chosen  member  for  the  City 
if  he  was  greatly  at  variance  with  the  public 
opinion  of  the  people  on  the  point. 

10475.  Some  statements  have  been  made  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  vintners  having  a muni- 
cipal vote  and  the  number  of  public-houses.  Do 
you  know  the  character  of  the  houses  in  Limerick 
very  well? — Not  so  well  as  in  Dublin.  My 
residence  in  Limerick  is  fitful,  but  I know  most 
of  the  people  in  the  trade. 

10476.  They  are  general  grocers  and  traders, 
as  well  as  having  a spirit  license  ? — Yes. 

10477.  Consequently  a corporation  elected  by 
such  people  is  not  one  representative  of  the 
liquor  interests  alone?— I have  not  the  numbers 
for  Limerick  , but  I have  for  Dublin,  and  out  of 
the  45  councillors  there  are  only  six  connected 
with  the  liquor  trade  just  now,  and  there  are  39 
not  connected  with  it  in  any  way.  Out  of  the 
15  aldermen  there  are  eight  not  publicans  or 
interested  in  it,  and  seven  who  are. 

10478.  Seven  who  are  either  publicans  or 
interested  directly  7 — I do  not  put  those  people 
who  are  in  the  mineral  water  trade  as  being 
interested. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10479.  How  do  you  count  Alderman  Coch- 
rane ? — I did  not  count  him  as  a publican. 

10480.  Are  you  aware  that  he  is  a licensed 
trader  in  the  city  of  Belfast?— No. 

10481.  He  is  ? — That  equalises  them  ; I knew 
that  Alderman  Cochrane  was  in  the  balance. 

Mi-.  John  O'Connor. 

10482.  Is  it  usual  for  the  Vintners’  Associa- 
tion to  run  a man  in  the  corporation  as  a 
publican  ? — I think  I have  given  the  most  com- 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
plete  answer  to  that,  inasmuch  as  out  of  the  45 
councillors  39  are  disconnected  with  the  trade 
and  evidently  if  they  were  running  them  I should 
think  they  would  have  more  in. 

10483.  Are  you  aware  that  they  take  any  extra 
measures  at  all  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  their 
views  upon  the  candidates,  or  forerunning  their 
special  candidates  ? — I am  not  aware.  The  facts 
that  I have  stated  would  lead  me  to  the  contrary 
conclusion  ; of  the  aldermen  there  are  gentlemen 
known  to  Mr.  Russell,  such  as  Alderman  Camp- 
bell, who  are  grocers. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10484.  What  kind  of  license  does  Alderman 
Campbell  hold? — I suppose  it  is  a grocer’s 
license. 

10485.  Are  you  aware  that  Alderman  Camp- 
bell holds  the  same  liceuse  as  any  ordinary  publi- 
can does? — I am  not  aware  of  that,  but  he  does 
use  it  as  a grocer. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10486.  You  have  given  us  your  valuable 
opinion  with  regard  to  these  proposed  measures ; 
would  you  give  the  Committee  now  the  benefit 
of  your  opinion  as  to  what  the  probable  results 
of  the  Acts  would  be  if  they  were  put  into 
force  ? — The  probable  result  of  the  Act  in  my 
opinion  would  be  this.  While  the  conditions 
that  I stated  still  exist,  and  while  the  incentives, 
and  not  only  the  incentives  but  the  provocatives 
to  drink,  exist  as  they  do  now,  remain  unchanged 
and  unaltered,  1 am  sorry  to  say,  if  that 
remains  as  it  does  now,  the  withdrawal  of  public 
and  opportunities  will  make  the  people  resort 
to  others  more  secret  and  more  dangerous. 
I have  that  opinion.  I am  not  an  advocate  for 
always  keeping  up  this  thing,  but  until  you 
provide  a substitute  for  the  publichouse  and  a 
substitute  in  decent  homes,  I am  afraid  if  you 
close  early  that  they  will  drink  at  home,  and 
they  will  drink  in  places  less  under  the  light  of 
observation.  It  does  strike  one  if  people  will 
travel  three  miles,  and  if  you  put  it  so  that  they 
will  travel  five,  it  is  surely  an  argument  to  say 
that  the  more  difficulties  you  put  in  their  way 
the  more  they  will  try  to  overcome  them,  and  if 
they  walk  five  miles  and  go  avowedly  and  openly, 
if  you  close  up  these  houses  will  they  not  have 
some  resource  for  getting  what  they  require? 
At  present  they  walk  out  without  the  slightest 
concealment  for  the  purpose.  If  they  do 
that,  and  you  take  away  the  opportunity  of 
that  indulgence,  my  belief  is  that  people  who 
are  very  fruitful  in  one  resource  will  invent 
others. 

10487.  Do  you  think  any  restriction  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  miles,  or  any  exten- 
sion of  the  number  of  miles  is  desirable  ? — I 
do  not  go  into  that,  because  the  nature  of 
my  evidence  which  I agreed  to  give  here  was 
rather  to  suggest  other  measures,  and  when  you 
have  done  I have  other  social  reforms  which 
appear  to  me  as  an  observer  to  be  more  effective. 
There  is  a very'  curious  thing  in  Dublin,  there 
is  absolutely  boundless  credit  given  for  pro- 
visions. If  a person  wants  to  get  a loaf  he  gets 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
it  on  credit,  if  he  wants  milk  he  gets  it  on 
credit,  or  if  he  wants  eggs  he  gets  them  on 
credit.  When  a man  gets  his  wages  at  the  end 
of  the  week,  and  he  holds  1 say,  in  his  hand 
he  hands  to  the  purveyor  perhaps  10  s.  or  15  s., 
as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  1/.,  and  he  keeps 
the  other  for  himself.  If  he  had  to  pay  ready 
money  lie  could  not  do  that.  I believe  if 
we  were  to  institute  a reform  that  the  people 
should  pay  for  the  necessaries  of  life  during  the 
week  they  would  have  very  little  balance  on 
Saturday  night  for  the  consumption  or  the  ap- 
plication of  it  to  excessive  drinking.  If  they 
paid  for  their  loaf,  paid  for  their  butter  and  eggs, 
and  began  the  week  with  what  was  left,  they 
would  not  have  much  for  drinking.  The  only- 
objection  to  that  is  that  they  are  only  paid 
weekly,  and  they  must  be  sustained  during  the 
week. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10488.  Do  you  expect  us  to  make  any  recom- 
mendation on  that  ? — No,  I give  my  ideas  of 
what  will  lead  more  to  the  objects  in  view  than 
the  coercive  measures  which  are  proposed. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10489.  You  said  you  referred  to  the  evidence 
you  agreed  to  give ; as  a matter  of  faci  it  would 
be  impossible  to  agree  with  anybody  because  you 
were  only  asked  to  come  here  yesterday  by  tele- 
graphic message?- -Yes.  Iliad  no  consultation 
with  anyone  before  I came.  I may  mention  that 
the  want  of  police  is  very  prominent  in  Dublin. 
The  streets  are  not  well  policed,  and  the  im- 
munity with  which  intoxication  is  permitted, 
from  the  want  of  effective  police  protection,  is 
very  grievous.  I came  on  the  top  of  the  tram 
on  the  day  I was  coming  here  from  Palmerston 
Park  in  company  with  a Protestant  clergyman. 
From  Palmerston  Park  to  my  office  is  a distance 
of  two  or  three  miles,  and  we  went  through  these 
streets,  and  found  two  women  in  a most  disgrace- 
ful state  of  intoxication,  and  wrangling.  We 
could  not  see  a policeman  from  Palmerston  Park 
down  to  my  office  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  I 
do  not  blame  the  police;  I think  they  are  on 
other  duty,  and  chat  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  day 
the  city  is  denuded  of  police,  who  are  required 
to  go  and  give  evidence  at  the  police  court,  and 
attend  to  other  duties,  so  that  frequently  in 
Dublin  no  policeman  is  at  hand.  I think  if  they 
did  interfere  in  scenes  like  that  with  a firm  hand, 
it  would  lead  to  the  putting  down  of  a great  deal 
of  excess. 

10490.  If  the  number  of  hours  could  be  cur- 
tailed on  Saturday  night,  and  if  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  were  extended  to  the  city  of  Dublin, 
do  you  think  it  would  lead  to  excessive  home- 
drinking, to  the  establishment  of  bogus  clubs,  or 
to  any  other  evil  results? — I think  if  it  comes 
alone,  and  unsupported  by  the  reforms  that  I 
have  spoken  of,  that  will  be  the  inevitable  result. 

10491.  From  your  observation,  from  a con- 
sideration of  the  question,  do  you  think  that 
home  drinking,  and  the  establishment  of  drinking 
in  bogus  clubs,  would  be  a greater  evil  than  the 
one  which  these  measures  propose  to  check  ? — 
I will  tell  you ; I was  struck  by  the  question  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Tyrone  when  he 
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asked  a witness  : “ Would  you  say  that  working 
people  would  have  less  restraint  in  their  houses 
than  their  so-called  betters  have  ? ” I would  put 
against  that,  that  if  they  have  that  self-respect 
and  self-reliance,  outside  they  would  follow  the 
temperate  conduct  of  their  so-called  betters. 

10492.  Do  you  think  that  the  better  classes 
drink  so  much  as  the  poorer  classes  ? — I do  not 
think  they  drink  so  much  to  excess,  and  I do  not 
think  they  drink  so  much  as  to  bring  social  disgrace. 
I am  perfectly  sure  they  do  not,  and  I think  that 
it  is  just  like  the  outside  drinking  which  still 
goes  on,  self-restraint  not  being  put  on,  and  if 
the  condition  remains  unchanged  I am  afraid 
at  home  the  excess  would  continue.  They 
have  no  hope.  They  have  a hum-drum  life, 
they  have  no  amusements,  no  pleasure,  no 
good  air,  no  water,  no  light,  wretched  stair- 
cases, as  dark  as  night,  ricketty  windows, 
and  a state  of  things  which  would  actually  drive 
any  one  to  drink.  If  you  go  into  the  old  town 
in  Limerick  you  will  find  that  the  only  decent 
building  in  the  town  which  has  its  roof  slated, 
and  is  in  decent  repair,  is  the  police  barracks.  It 
stands  in  the  midst  of  a ruined  town.  The  only 
decent  dwelling  in  an  old  town  where  people 
live  is  the  police  barracks,  which  is  warm,  com- 
fortable, and  well-built. 

10493.  It  is  from  a consideration  of  these 
matters  that  you  are  so  strongly  opposed  to  any 
alteration  in  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands? — It 

10494.  For  that  i-eason  you  have  been  willing 
to  give  evidence  before  this  Committee  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

10495.  In  your  opening  answer  or  tv/o  I think 
you  rather  confounded  the  promoters  or  the  ad- 
vocates of  Sunday  Closing  with  personal  total 
abstaining ; you  rather  implied  that  Sunday 
Closing  was  an  endeavour  to  make  persons  total 
abstainers  ? — I did  not  mean  that,  what  I want 
to  imply  was  that  I heard  the  words  temperance 
societies  used  here  and  in  many  other  places 
constantly,  and  that  conveys  a confusion,  because 
those  societies  are  not  merely  temperate  but 
they  are  total  abstainers. 

10496.  I think  that  is  rather  beside  the  issue 
before  us;  are  you  aware  that  the  Sunday 
Closing  Association  has  nothing  to  do  with 
personal  total  abstainers? — I am  not  aware  of 
that  fact,  but  I am  aware  that  its  promoters  to  a 
very  great  extent  are. 

10497.  There  are  large  numbers  of  persons 
who  advocate  such  Sunday  Closing  who  have 
nothing  to  do  with  total  abstaining  ? — I have 
never  meant  to  convey,  anything  to  the  contrary 
of  what  you  state,  but  what  I did  convey  was 
this,  that  the  use  of  the  word  temperance  societies 
is  confusing.  I did  not  refer  to  this  society  in 
favour  of  Sunday  Closing,  but  what  I did  refer 
to  was  that  the  word  “ temperance  ” is  really  in 
most  cases  applied  to  those  societies  who  are  total 
abstainers. 

10498.  It  is  hardly  fair  to  mix  up  these 
societies  with  temperance  societies,  because  there 
are  thousands  of  persons  who  are  not  total  ab- 
stainers ?— The  honourable  member  for  Cork 
was  asking  some  questions  about  temperance 
societies. 

3 H 2 10499  I understand 
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Mr.  Theodore  Fry — continued. 

10499.  I understand  you  are  a director  of  the 
Artizans’  Dwelling  Company  in  Dublin  ? — I am 
chairman  of  the  corporation  of  Artizans’  Dwell- 
ings ; there  is  a commercial  company  in  which 
I am  not  interested;  we  have  built  various 
dwellings. 

10500.  You  have  never  built  any  public- 
houses  on  your  land? — The  shops  are  built. 

10501.  Is  there  any  intention  to  let  any  of 
those  shops  Cor  public-houses? — It  did  not  come 
before  me ; I do  not  think  so. 

10502.  I think  you  said  just  now'  it  was  better 
for  people  to  drink  in  public-houses  than  in  then- 
own  houses?— I think,  under  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  people,  it  is  safer,  but  always 
qualified  by  the  fact  of  their  social  condition. 
If  we  had  their  social  condition  improved, 
they  would  drink  like  you  or  me  in  our  own 
houses  in  moderation. 

10503.  Notwithstanding  you  are  in  favour  of 
their  drinking  in  public-houses  rather  than  their 
own  houses,  as  chairman  of  the  association,  yon 
do  not  provide  any  accommodation  for  their 
drinking  in  their  own  houses  ? — They  can  drink 
in  their  own  houses ; the  shops  are  very  few ; 
it  is  mainly  dwellings. 

10504.  But  still,  if  it  is  so  very  much  better 
for  your  tenants  to  drink  in  public-houses  rather 
than  their  own  houses,  you  would  naturally  pro- 
vide public-houses  for  them? — Not  at  all;  there 
are  an  ample  number  of  conveniently-fitted  public- 
houses  in  every  part  of  Dublin. 

10505.  You  are  also  connected  with  the  Public 
Health  Committee  of  the  corporation  ? — Yes. 

10506.  Are  you  not  able  in  your  position 
there  to  provide  for  the  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants? — We  are  providing. 

10507.  You  told  us  of  a poor  woman  coming 
down  eight  stories? — Legislation  gives  us  no 
power  over  tenement  structures. 

10508.  Have  you  any  power  to  provide  for 
water? — No.  Mr.  Gray  brought  in  a Bill  to 
that  effect,  but  it  was  thrown  out.  These  build- 
ings may  have  two  or  three  people  living  in  the 
same  room,  sometimes  more  than  one  family,  and 
I think  that  is  a question  which  legislation  can 
alone  settle  and  say  this  should  not  be,  and  that 
no  house  can  be  used  as  tenements  until  it  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  Health  Committee. 

10509.  You  are  very  anxious  that  drunkenness 
should  be  lessened? — Yes,  lam.  If  you  mean 
putting  down  excess,  I do  not  think  that  this  is 
a practical  plan. 

10510.  I do  not  mean  to  say  personal  absti- 
nence ; but  you  are  very  much  in  favour  of 
drunkenness  being  lessened? — Yes. 

10511.  What  time  of  the  day  does  the  greatest 
amount  of  drunkenness  take  place  ? — There  is  a 
great  deal  of  talk  about  Sunday  drinking, 
Saturday  drinking,  or  Monday  drinking;  but 
unfortunately  I have  come  to  the.  conclusion  that 
there  is  a great  deal  of  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  drinking  very 
often,  and  drinking  in  the  streets. 

10512.  Do  you  not  think  the  greatest  amount 
of  drunkenness  takes  place  on  Saturday? — 
Certainly  they  are  free  from  work. 

10513.  You  will  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
curtail  the  convenience  by  a few  Fours? — I 
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think  they  would  drink  the  same  in  another 
place  under  less  harmless  conditions. 

10514.  Have  you  followed  the  statistics  as  to 
the  lessened  number  of  arrests  ?— I never  saw 
the  figures,  but  when  I studied  the  figures  from 
some  returns  I expressed  an  opinion  that  in 
Glasgow-  where  all  this  kind  of  thing  prevails 
the  arrest  rate  rose  considerably  one  year  and 
fell,  and  is  now  at  a higher  point  than  it  was  be- 
fore the  Act. 

10515.  I mean  the  arrests  in  Ireland  ; we  are 
only  dealing  with  Ireland.  Have  you  studied 
the  statistics  ? — No,  I did  not  go  into  that  as- 
pect of  the  question. 

10516.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
in  those  parts  of  Ireland  where  Sunday  Closing 
is  possible  the  arrests  have  decreased  about  30 
per  cent,  between  the  years  1877  and  1887,  and 
in  the  towns  where  it  was  lessened  to  five  ex- 
empted towns,  the  number  of  arrests  have  de- 
creased about  25  per  cent.  ? — Arrests  are  more 
likely  to  take  place  where  there  is  a public 
violation,  in  a public-house,  of  the  law  than 
where  they  take  it  in  their  own  houses.  They 
might  exceed  immensely  at  home  and  not  come 
under  the  observation  of  the  police. 

10517.  The  statistics  show  that  the  consump- 
tion of  articles  of  drink  has  very  much  decreased? 
— That  arises  very  much  from  the  fact  that  the 
consumption  of  everything  almost  has  decreased. 

10518.  Would  you  give  any  of  the  credit  of 
that  to  Sunday  closing  ? — I do  not  think  I would 
give  so  much  credit  to  Sunday  closing ; I would 
give  it  to  the  depression  of  trade.  There  is  very 
much  less  employment  in  Ireland. 

10519.  Would  you  give  part  of  it  to  Sunday 
closing  ? — I am  not  prepared ; I am  giving  it  to 
these  things  we  have  done  in  Dublin,  the  estab- 
lishment of  artizans’  dwellings,  which  are  lit  with 
gas  and  supplied  with  water,  and  the  civilising 
effect  of  these  matters.  Then  our  libraries  in 
Dublin  have  done  a great  deal ; I think  they  are 
working  as  efficiently  as  the  other. 

10520.  Did  you  give  any  value  to  the  house- 
to-house  canvass  of  the  city  of  Dublin?— No; 
because  that  house-to-house  canvass  petition  is 
signed  by  people  who  are  not  workmen  at  all. 
It  is  not  signed  by  the  working  classes,  but  is 
signed  by  a lot  of  people  whose  interests  are 
different. 

10521.  Are  you  in  favour  of  shortening  the 
hours  at  all  on  Sundays  in  Dublin  from  two  to 
five  ? — The  only  time  I would  like  to  have  the 
hours  shortened  would  be  during  the  hours  of 
divine  service  in  the  daytime ; from  twelve,  I 
think  they  are  shut  in  Dublin,  to  two.  At  two 
o’clock  the  churches  are  emptied. 

10522.  You  are  not  in  favour  of  shortening 
the  hours  at  all,  which  are  from  two  to  seven  on 
Sundavs  ? — No,  I am  not  in  favour  of  it  gener- 
ally ; I have  no  faith  in  restrictive  measures. 

10523.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  opening  to 
publichouses  in  the  rest  of  Ireland  on  Sundays? 
— I think  if  we  had  the  conditions  I have  men- 
tioned it  might  be  done. 

10524.  But  without  those  conditions? — I do 
not  think  it  would  intensify.  I think  that  we 
have  statistics  to  show.  You  talk  about  the 
result  of  public-houses  being  closed. 

10525.  Will 
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10525.  Will  you  answer  the  question  first. 
Are  you  in  favou  r of  an  alteration  of  the  law  in 
the  rest  of  Ireland  in  favour  of  re-opening 
public-houses  on  any  portion  of  Sunday?— If  I 
were  pressed  to  do  so  I would  give  an  answer, 
but  at  present  it  is  not  before  the  Legislature. 
The  result  of  the  figures  you  read  are  so  strange 
that  I believe  this  Committee  is  itself  going  to 
enquire  into  the  veracity  and  accuracy  of  these 
figures. 

10526.  I am  not  on  the  figures,  I was  on  your 
opinion?  — The  figures  you  quoted  arc  given  to 
you  as  the  results. 

10527.  You  do  not  give  any  value  to  them  at 
all  ? — I did,  but  I say  they  are  matters  of  such 
doubt  that  I believe  the  raison  d'etre  of  this 
Committee  is  to  enquire  in  some  way  or  other 
into  their  accuracy? — I am  only  asking  your 
opinion  as  to  the  value  of  these  statistics ; you 
would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion  in  favour  of 
the  re-opening  of  the  public  houses  in  the  rest 
of  Ireland  ? — I should  be  content  to  let  things 
remain  as  they  are, 

Mr.  Biggar. 

10528.  Have  you  ever  noticed  the  sort  of 
people  who  hang  about  a public-house  door  on 
a Sunday  at  two  o’clock  on  purpose  to  get  in  as 
soon  as  it  is  opened? — I have. 

10529.  Will  you  tell  me,  as  a gentleman  who 
knows  a good  deal  about  property  and  so  on,  do 
you  think,  from  a financial  point  of  view,  it 
would  be  discreet  for  a capitalist  to  build  houses 
of  that  sort  with  gas  and  water  in  all  the  rooms, 
and  so  on,  to  accommodate  that  class  of  people  ? 
— I think  if  that  class  of  people  had  the  con- 
ditions of  life  which  I describe  which  exist  in 
most  continental  countries,  at  least  in  those  that 
have  made  any  progress,  I think  if  they  had  the 
comforts  of  life,  they  would  not  hang  about 
public-houses. 

10530.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me,  in  your 
opinion,  if  you  built  a lot  of  houses  for  that  class 
of  people,  the  reform  in  the  condition  of  all  these 
people  would  be  so  rapid  that  they  would  be  good 
tenants,  and  would  make  the  buildings  a finan- 
cial success  ? — The  only  answer  I can  give  you 
is  the  answer  I have  given.  In  addition  to  the 
artizans’  dwellings,  there  is  a gentleman  in  Dub- 
lin, Mr.  Vance,  who  has  improved  dwellings  in 
the  way  I have  described,  and  the  improvement 
is  enormous,  and  therefore  I think  that  if  these 
improved  dwellings  and  improved  conditions 
were  extended,  you  would  not  have  the  people 
hanging  about  public-houses  who  ran  away  from 
filth  and  dirt  in  their  homes  and  from  other  bad 
conditions.  I do  not  think  they  absolutely  have 
any  plates  or  tumblers,  or  tables,  or  anything 
absolutely  to  sit  down  on. 

10531.  You  have  not  answered  the  question 
at  all,  you  have  said  there  is  a great  demand  for 
good  houses,  that  is  a thing  nobody  disputes, 
but  what  I want  to  know  is  this,  whether  the 
class  of  people  who  hang  about  public-house 
doors  on  Sunday  would  be  as  soon  reformed  that 
they  would  be  people  who  would  pay  a rent  of  5 s. 
or  6 s.  a week? — 1 think  they  would  gradually. 

10532.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  it  would 
not  be  a ruinous  loss  to  the  people  who  built  the 
houses  in  the  first  instance  ? — I do  not  think  so ; 
0.67. 


Mr.  Biggai — continued. 

all  those  houses  even  managed  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  managed  by  the  Artizans’ 
Dwellings  Company,  pay  them.  They  do  not 
look  for  a large  profit,  but  they  pay  a respect- 
able dividend.  Your  question  is,  would  it  pay 
people  to  build  houses  for  that  class,  I think  it 
would. 

10533.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  is  the 
class  who  go  into  the  houses  of  the  corporation  ? 
—Yes;  1 can  give  you  a case  in  point.  We 
have  lately  erected  'costly  buildings  in  which  we 
have  lodgings  for  single  men,  and  these  are  a 
great  and  vast  improvement,  and  fill  up  a great 
gap,  because  there  is  a class  of  young  men  who 
have  no  families,  and  who  live  in  a very  deplor- 
able condition.  The  corporation  has  instituted 
a lodging  house  for  single  men,  where  they  have 
every  appliance  in  the  way  of  sanitary  require- 
ments, and  even  the  very  roof  is  an  asphalted 
roof,  where  they  can  take  their  recreation.  I do 
think  that  sort  of  accommodation  for  that  class 
would  prevent  them  hanging  round  the  public- 
house. 

10534.  You  say  a certain  class  of  people  have 
gone  to  your  house  but  you  have  not  told  us 
whether  these  are  the  class;  of  course  it  is  pos- 
sible ? — But  I tell  you  they  are  the  class. 

10535.  I understand  from  your  answer  that 
these  people  would  probably  have  relatives  in 
the  public-house  corner  class,  but  you  do  not 
say  that  the  public-house  corner  class  have  gone 
into  your  lodgings,  paid  a reasonable  price,  and 
have  become  reformed? — I think  that  is  the  very 
class  that  will  go  into  these  lodgings  at  4 d.  a 
night. 

10536.  Do  you  think  they  are  coming? — Yes, 
I think  they  are  coming. 

10537.  You  told  us  there  was  a great  demand 
for  public  libraries,  baths,  and  so  on  ; that  costs 
a lot  of  money  ? — It  does. 

10538.  Has  the  corporation  any  money  to 
spare  for  purposes  of  that  sort? — Yes  ; the  cor- 
poration could  not  apply  it  in  my  belief  more 
profitably. 

10539.  Have  they  money  for  that? — The 
corporation  of  Dublin  have  ample  resources  to 
carry  out  the  improvements.  The  baths,  to  a 
great  extent,  have  been  on  the  round  of  the  year 
self-supporting  ; the  artizans’  dwellings  were  very 
expensively  done ; they  may  not  be  self-support- 
ing. As  to  the  libraries,  I do  not  think  you  can 
possibly  spend  the  rate  of  a penny  or  some  small 
thing  better  than  to  provide  libraries.  If  you 
wean  them  from  drinking  to  excess  you  ought 
relatively  to  reduce  all  the  expenses  of  the 
oppressive  measures. 

10540.  Are  not  the  taxes  about  10s.  in  the 
£.  on  the  value  of  Dublin  ? — You  wiil,  of 
course,  understand  that  this  10s.  or  9s.,  which  is 
more  correct,  includes  poor-rates  ; that  it  includes 
grand  jury  rate,  with  which  the  corporation  have 
nothing  to  do,  that  it  includes  water-rates,  that 
it  includes  various  other  things  which  are  fiated 
by  the  judge,  and  with  which  the  corporation 
have  nothing  to  do.  The  municipal  rate  out  of 
that  8 s.  9 d.  or  9 s.  is  not  excessive.  In  Belfast, 
where  they  draw  a comparison,  there  are  very 
different  circumstances  because  they  have  rates, 
which  Dublin  has  not.  1 have  no  figures  before 
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Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

me  now,  but  I could  put  you  in  possession  of 
them,  and  I believe,  speaking  of  the  municipal 
rates  in  Belfast  and  Dublin,  that  the  one  are  as 
high  as  the  other.  I will  furnish  you  with 
facts. 

10541.  I think  you  are  mistaken  there;  you 
told  us  in  your  direct  evidence  that  it  was  a very 
great  grievance  that  people  spend  their  money  in 
drink  instead  of  spending  it  upon  the  necessaries 
of  life  ?-  - Yes. 

10542.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  more  difficul- 
ties were  thrown  in  the  way  of  spending  money 
on  the  drink,  there  would  be  more  money  to 
spend  on  necessaries? — You  refer  to  the  closing 
of  the  public-house.  I presume  that  they  would 
buy  it  and  take  it  home,  or  go  to  a place  less 
open. 

10543.  Has  not  the  general  evidence  with 
regard  to  Irish  people  been  that  they  go  more 
for  fellowship  than  for  the  love  of  liquor? — With 
regard  to  the  question  you  have  asked,  I think 
there  are  heaps  of  things  the  present  law  allows 
that  could  be  checked  very  much,  and  which  are 
allowed  to  go  on  with  impunity.  If  the  law  were 
firmly  administered  drinking  could  be  lessened, 
but.  then  the  drink  duty  pays  the  interest, 
25,000,000  l.,  on  National  Debt,  and  breaches  of 
law  are  winked  at. 

10544.  Of  course  there  are  a great  many  things 
to  be  done  that  are  not  done  ; do  you  not  think 
that  if  you  lessened  the  hours  of  drinking  on 
Saturday  evening  that  there  would  be  less  money 
spent  in  drink  ? — You  commenced  about  hos- 
pitality ; I think  treating  is  a matter  that  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  legislature.  My  experi- 
ence of  going  about  England  when  I was  in 
Parliament,  was  that  as  a rule  most  people  paid 
for  themselves  ; even  if  they  did  go  in  to  drink 
together,  each  paid  for  what  he  got.  In  Ireland 
it  is  quite  the  contrary.  Suppose  there  are  five 
fellows  who  go  into  drink  number  one  commences 
to  give  a round,  then  number  two  will  not  be 
less  hospitable,  and  when  it  comes  to  number  five 
they  are  not  in  a comfortable  position,  but  they 
arc  hospitable.  If  treating  were  made  illegal, 
and  if  every  one  had  to  pay  for  his  own  drink,  I 
think  it  would  lessen  excess  ? 

10545.  How  can  you  make  treating  illegal? — 
Because  treating  leads  to  an  excess.  It  is  not 
what  people  pay  for  their  own  drink,  it  is  hospi- 
tality One  man  may  be  worse  than  another,  but 
they  must  all  take  another  round. 

10540.  You  think  in  point  of  fact  that  very 
coercive  measures  should  be  used  against  drink- 
ing in  ever}7  form  of  legislation,  except  in  the  way 
of  lessening  the  hours  of  drink  ? — I think  that 
every  measure  that  would  prevent  excess  and 
drunkenness  of  that  character  should  be  put  in 
force.  As  I say  now  in  Dublin,  the  absence  of 
police  is  very  remarkable,  and  I think  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  impunity  in  the  streets  at  night.  I 
spoke  about  it  not  long  ago  to  Mr.  Exham, 
who  was  a police  magistrate,  and  he  said  they  have 
to  go  to  so  many  places,  attending  the  courts, 
and  attending  the  castle,  coming  down  from  Mer- 
rion-square  to  the  Four  Courts,  you  will  have 
noticed  as  I have  in  walking  between  those  two 
places,  that  there  is  many  times  not  a vestige  of 
a policeman.  I do  not  know  whether  that  has 
struck  other  people,  but  it  has  struck  me. 


Mr.  Biggar — continued. 

10547.  You  told  us  in  your  direct  evidence 
also,  which  is  an  inference  that  a certain  portion 
of  the  people  walk  away  from  Dublin  a distance 
of  three  miles  to  include  themselves  as  bond  fide 
travellers,  and  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  tempta- 
tion to  get  the  drink  they  would  not  trouble  at 
all  ? — That  is  not  what  I meant  to  convey.  What 
I meant  to  convey  was  this,  that  in  reading  over 
the  evidence  of  previous  witnesses  before  this 
Committee,  I have  seen  very  frequently  alleged 
that  people  did  go  this  distance  to  get  the 
drink,  and  I simply  said  they  walked  to  drink, 
and  did  not  drink  because  they  were  walking. 
The  deduction  I wish  to  make  from  that  is  this, 
if  people  do  that,  and  if  they  walk  three  miles,  or 
if  you  make  it  five  miles,  the  query  in  my  mind 
is,  if  you  drive  them  to  walk,  and  if  they  are  not 
unwilling  to  walk  five  miles,  they  may  find  some 
other  place  where  they  may  get  what  they 
desire. 

10548.  If  people  walk  three  miles,  and  the 
bond  fide  traveller  would  be  less  likely  to  walk 
five  miles  or  six  miles,  would  not  the  number  be 
lessened? — I do  not  think  they  would.  What 
I want  to  convey  is  this:  three  miles  would  prac- 
tically make  no  difference  ; they  could  do  it,  and 
could  get  the  drink,  but  if  you  either  take  away 
the  privilege  altogether,  or  if  you  make  the  num- 
ber of  miles  considerable,  you  will  drive  the 
people  to  other  devices  to  get  what  they  are  so 
anxious  to  get. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

10549.  You  do  uot  admit  that  the  existing 
dwellings  would  be  improved  if  facilities  for 
dx-ink  were  more  restricted  ? — Where  I differ  with 
most  people  upon  that  point  is  this  : I look  upon 
excessive  drinking  as  an  effeqt  of  the  state  of 
things,  and  not.  the  state  of  things  as  an  effect  of 
excessive  drinking.  I believe  a young  man  gets 
married  with  the  intention  of  leading  a l-espect- 
able  life.  Then  children  come,  and  then  comes 
the  necessity  of  cleanliness,  and  of  washing  and 
cleaning.  That  man’s  wife  has  no  facilities  for 
that.  He  comes  home  to  dirt  and  discomfort.  I 
myself  some  years  ago,  in  the  “Freeman,”  read 
an  article  which  described  a drunkard  going 
along  a street.  I said  I will  take  chai’ge  of  that 
drunkard  when  he  goes  into  his  slimy  hole  and 
puts  his  hands  on  both  sides  trying  to  avoid  the 
water,  and  goes  up  the  rieketty  staircase.  My 
belief  is  that  that  man’s  condition  is  not  the  cause 
of  his  dx’unkenness,  but  the  wretchedness  is  the 
cause. 

10550.  Do  you  not  think,  if'  these  dwellings 
were  improved,  and  the  facilities  for  drinking 
were  not  restricted,  that  the  same  evil  would  ex- 
ist?—No;  I think  the  improvement  of  the 
dwellings  would  remove  the  evil.  For  instance, 
I have  given  you  a case  whei-e  there  is  a whole 
little  colony  called  the  Gray  colony  and  Gray- 
street,  and  all  that  which  Mr.  Gray  had  a great 
hand  in  raising  as  artizans’  dwellings.  I do  not 
think  if  you  were  to  walk  through  them  you 
would  find  any  indication  of  disgraceful  conduct. 
There  is  Prosperity-square  in  Cork ; take  the 
instance  of  Cork,  Avliere  ax-tizans’  dwellings  have 
been  erected,  I went  there  some  time  ago,  and  I 
was  astonished  at  the  state  of  things  in  this  Pros- 
perity-square ; a tradesman  who  happened  to  be 
a painter, 
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Mr.  Tuite — continued. 

a painter,  had  his  hall  painted  very  nice-  I do 
not  think  that  man  would  tumble  out  a drunkard 
as  he  would  tumble  out  of  the  “ Combe,”  in  Dublin, 
without  any  respect.  My  belief  is  that  the  con- 
ditions would  create  temperance  and  moderation. 

10551.  Are  you  aware,  in  the  country,  where 
no  great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the 
dwellings  of  the  people,  that  the  effect  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  has  been  very  beneficial  ? — 
There  are  two  things  to  say  about  that;  first  and 
foremost,  there  is  the  contention  as  to  these  re- 
sults. The  next  is,  that  the  people  in  the  country 
live  very  much  in  the  open  air.  Even  if  they  had 
bad  dwelling  they  are  constantly  living  in  the  open. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10552.  The  temptation  is  not  at  their  door?— 
They  are  not  crammed  into  the  same  filthy  con- 
dition. They  have  water  and  they  have  space. 
In  fact,  the  people  you  get  in  these  tenement 
houses  in  Dublin  have  no  space.  They  are 
packed  like  beasts.  I think  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts they  are  not  drunk,  because  they  con  go 
out  and  walk  about  in  the  open  air,  and  1 think 
that  accounts  for  the  difference. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

10553.  They  have  not  facilities  for  amusements 
in  the  country  as  in  the  town  in  the  open  spaces  ? 
— These  reforms  are  within  the  last  five  years. 

10534.  In  a debate  in  the  House  of  Commons 
in  1884,  you  said,  as  far  as  I remember,  that  if 
those  open  spaces  were  made  available  to  the 
people  that  the  hours  for  the  sale  of  drink  might 
be  restricted-  Those  places  have  been  opened 
now  to  the  public,  and  haveyour  views  changed? — 
No  ; what  I meant  toconvey  was  this  distinctly, that 
without  any  legislation,  or  opening,  or  shutting, 
if  you  leave  them  open  all  night  and  day,  the 
social  reforms  would  get  rid  of  excess,  and  that 
if  you  shut  them  the  excess  would  be  carried  on 
at  home,  if  the  social  reforms  were  not  carried 
out.  You  and  I,  and  other  people,  drink  at 
home,  but  we  do  not  drink  to  excess.  These 
people  come  back  to  filth,  to  squalor  and  wrang- 
ling ; another  matter  which  would  be  of  great 
importance  is  home  industries  for  women.  You 
will  see  the  women  in  Dublin  with  their  hands 
folded  ; children’s  clothes  are  so  cheap,  and  their 
husband’s  clothes  are  so  very  cheap,  that  you 
hardly  ever  see  a needle  and  thread  in  a woman’s 
hands  in  Dublin.  If  there  were  home  industries, 
which  we  a-e  trying  to  promote  in  Dublin,  it 
■would  give  these  idle  women  something  to  do 
and  bring  them  in  money ; they  actually  sit  in 
such  perfect  idleness,  that  they  never  even  work 
to  clothe  their  children. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

10555.  W ould  you  kindly  tell  us  how  many 
public-houses  there  are  in  Prosperity-square  in 
Cork?  — I do  not  know. 

10556.  Are  there  any  at  all  ? — I am  not  aware. 
I think  Prosperity-square  is  a residential  place 
without  shops.  My  memory  of  it  is  that  there 
are  no  shops,  but  that  it  is  merely  a square  of 
lodgings. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10557.  Are  you  aware  that  an  application  for 
a license  has  been  made  for  the  corner  house 
there  over  and  over  again,  and  all  classes  of  the 
residents  have  resisted  the  application  ? — No. 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10558.  Are  you  aware  that  the  place  is  sur- 
rounded by  public-houses,  and  that  is  the  reason 
the. application  has  not  been  granted? — There  is 
a different  policy  between  doing  what  has  been 
done  and  shutting  them  up. 

Mr.  William  Johnston. 

10559.  You  have  given  some  interesting  infor- 
mation about  the  artizans’  dwellings  in  Dublin 
under  the  corporation ; how  many  people  do 
those  dwellings  accommodate  ? — The  idea  of  the 
corporation  at  first  was  merely  to  clear  infected 
areas,  and  then  to  allow  other  joint  stock  com- 
panies to  build.  My  impression  is  that  it  is  the 
better  way  to  carry  it  out.  1 am  not  quite  in 
favour  of  the  corporation  becoming  themselves 
direct  landlords,  but  we  have  availed  ourselves  of 
the  acquisition  of  a place  to  build  ourselves. 

10560.  Will  you  give  a straight  answer  to  my 
question  ; how  many  people  do  these  dwellings- 
provide  accommodation  for  ? — In  the  purely 
municipal  buildings  I think  there  are  about  200- 
or  300  families,  and  there  is  a lodging-house  for 
men  for  200  or  300. 

10561.  How  many  public-houses  are  there 
provided  for  ? — The  whole  street  is  full  of  ordi- 
nary houses. 

10562.  I mean  in  the  artizans’ dwellings  under 
the  corporation  ? — There  are  none  ; they  are  not 
required.  There  are  only  three  shops  altogether 
in  an  immense  pile,  at  the  three  corners. 

10563.  Would  the  corporation  be  inclined  to 
favour  the  establishment  of  public-houses  in  the 
artizans’  dwellings?  — I would  not  myself  be 
opposed  to  it.  You  are  aware  of  the  case  of 
Gottenberg,  in  Sweden,  where  the  public-houses 
are  under  the  management  of  the  corporation.  I 
should  not  be  at  all  displeased  if  the  corporation 
in  their  dwellings  allowed  well-managed  public- 
houses  under  proper  supervision. 

10564.  In  point  of  fact,  they  have  never  done 
so  ? — No. 

10565.  Have  they  been  asked  to  do  so  ? — No. 

Mr.  Lea. 

10566.  Just  now,  when  Mr.  O’Connor  was- 
examining  you,  you  said  you  would  be  very  much 
afraid  of  bogus  clubs  if  the  Committee  or  the 
House  passed  these  Bills.  What  bogus  clubs 
exist  nt  the  present  moment? — I do  not  think  I 
mentioned  bogus  clubs  at  all. 

10567.  The  question  was  asked  you  about 
bogus  clubs?—  If  so,  I did  not  give  that  answer. 

I have  no  idea  of  bogus  clubs,  and  really,  except 
as  a device  to  get  drink,  that  may  be  resorted  to, 
but  I have  no  present  knowledge  of  any  such 
clubs.  I think  it  is  very  natural  that  if  men  are 
deprived  by  law  of  the  public-house  if  there  may 
be  an  evasion  of  it  by  clubs  they  may  start  them 
for  that  purpose. 

10568.  You  know  of  no  bogus  clubs  at  all  in 
Ireland  ? — No. 

10569.  You  are  also  very  much  afraid  that 
home  drinking  would  increase  ? — The  way  I look 
at  that  is,  that  nearly  all  the  drinking  is  inside 
the  public-house,  and,  of  course,  if  my  contention 
is  true,  that  they  will  drink  in  any  case,  and,  when 
public-houses  are  shut,  as  a natural  consequence 
they  will  drink  probably  at  home  or  otherwise. 

10570.  Do  you  not  think  the  influence  of  the 
wives  would  operate  very  much  against  that  ? — 

I am  afraid  the  state  of  the  wives  in  Dublin  is 
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Mr.  Lea  —continued. 

very  bad ; I believe  women  living  in  a state  of 
slavery,  filth,  and  idleness  drink  now.  I am 
sorry  to  say  there  is  female  drinking,  and  that  is 
a reason  I want  to  arrive  at  the  fact  that,  as  they 
boycott  a person  for  any  other  immorality,  they 
should  boycott  them  for  excessive  drinking.  I 
have  often- said  that  on  our  national  festivals  you 
could  tell,  the  sacredness,  or  otherwise  of  the 
festival  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  drinking. 

10571.  Do  you  think  the  women  who  want  the 
traffic  reduced  at  the  present  time  drink  to  excess? 
—I  am  afraid  a good  many  of  them  drink  to 
excess,  owing  to  their  wretched  condition  and 
want  of  decent  surroundings.  You  will  see 
people  in  Dublin,  women,  drinking,  who  would 
sink  into  the  ground  before  they  would  be  seen 
drinking  under  other  conditions. 

10572.  Just  now  you  have  been  referring  to 
legislation  to  stop  treating;  you  would  like  to 
see  legislation  to  stop  treating  ? — Not  only  legis- 
lation, but  moral  influence  and  appeals  from 
those  who  have  influence  to  stop  it,  because,  as 
I tell  you  in  England,  where  I do  not  know 
whether  there  is  any  legislation  or  not,  I used 
to  remark  what  a contrast  there  was  with  Ire- 
land. The  people  did  not  treat  each  other  in 
such  a number  of  rounds,  and  if  it  were  dis- 
countenanced it  would  lead  to  a great  deal  of 
moderation,  because  if  there  are  five  or  six  in 
company  each  one  wishes  to  be  as  hospitable  as 
the  previous  one. 

10573.  You  object  to  further  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sunday,  because  you  think  it  would 
be  repressive  legislation  ? — Because  I think 
it  inoperative  legislation  for  the  object  in 
view.  I do  not  think  it  would  achieve  the  object 
in  view.  I think  the  other  means  I spoke  of 
would  be  more  permanent. 

10574.  You  referred  just  now  to  a coffee 
tavern  ? — Yes. 

10575.  Were  you  connected  with  that? — I 
was. 

10576.  We  have  had  evidence  here  that  a 
large  quantity  of  the  wages  of  artizans  paid 
on  Saturdays  goes  in  drink? — I think  so,  for  the 
very  reason  I gave  you,  that  their  mode  of  life 
suggests  to  them  this  fact : “ I have  so  many 
shillings  in  my  pocket,  I can  get  through  the 
week  because  I have  to  keep  all  the  provisions 
.and  necessities  of  life  on  a score,  I cannot  get  the 
other  matter,  and  therefore  I will  keep  so  much 
back."  If  there  was  a kind  of  system  where  the 
necessaries  of  life  should  be  paid  for  in  cash,  the 
workman  himself  first  being  paid  daily,  there 
would  not  remain  so  much  of  a balance  at  the 
end  of  the  week  after  the  bread  and  meal  and 
potatoes  and  necessaries  of  life  were  paid  for. 
There  would  only  remain  a moderate  balance. 
In  the  present  case  you  will  find  that  the  small 
huckstering  class  in  Dublin  come  to  constant  grief 
from  that  system  of  credit. 

10577.  May  I understand  that  you  agree  in 
that  sad  state  of  things,  that  a large  portion  of 
the  wages  paid  on  Saturday  to  artizans  is  spent 
in  drink  ? — I never  denied  that  there  is  excessive 
drinking,  and  if  there  is  excessive  drinking  they 
must  spend  a great  deal  of  their  money.  It  is 
to  try  to  prevent  excess  and  the  consequences, 
that  I propose  the  other  measures. 


Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell. 

105.78.  You  told  us  I think  that  out  of  15 
aldermen  in  Dublin,  seven  were  in  the  drink 
trade? — I think  so,  I made  this  allowance  with 
Alderman  Cochrane. 

10579.  Will  you  kindly  go  over  the  list  with 
me;  Alderman  Burke? — One. 

10580.  Alderman  O’Leary? — Two. 

10581.  Alderman  Cochrane? — Three. 

10582.  Alderman  Byrne  ? —He  is  a victualler, 
he  is  not  a vintner  ; he  is  a butcher. 

10583.  Is  not  Alderman  Byrne  the  proprietor 
of  a restaurant  in  Nassau -street? — That  is  not  a 
public-house 

10584.  Is  not  Alderman  Byrne  the  possessor 
of  the  Harp  Music  Hall,  with  a license  attached 
to  it  ? — I was  not  aware  of  it. 

10585.  That  is  four ; Alderman  Winstanley  ? 
—No. 

10586.  Director  of  Hoe’s  Distillery,  is  that 
not  in  the  drink  trade? — That  is  not  in  the  retail 
drink  trade. 

10587.  I am  not  going  to  separate  wholesale 
from  retail  trade,  they  are  all  interested  in 
this  business;  Alderman  Dillon ? — No. 

10588.  Alderman  Mulligan? — Yes. 

10589.  Alderman  O’Connor? — Yes. 

10590.  Alderman  Campbell.  He  has  an  ordi- 
nary public-house  license  ? — He  dees  not  use  it. 

10591.  If  it  were  to  sell  to-morrow  it  would 
sell  as  a gin  palace  ? — No. 

10592.  Alderman  Nagle,  that  is  10  out  of  15 
aldermen  engaged  in  the  drink  trade  ? — You 
have  added  men  whom  I did  not  include.  At 
the  first  blush  I looked  on  the  trade  as  retailers ; 
I looked  upon  the  question  as  the  drink  trade. 

10593.  I refuse  to  look  upon  it  in  that  way  ; 
there  are  ten  men  out  of  15  whose  interests  are 
connected  with  the  sale  of  drink  ; is  not  that  so  ? 
— That  may  be  so. 

10594.  Is  not  that  so  ? — It  is  so. 

10595.  Now  come  to  the  councillors ; you  said 
there  were  six  engaged  in  the  drink  trade  out  of 
45? — There  may  be  six  or  seven. 

1U596.  I am  a citizen  of  Dublin  as  well  as  you 
are,  and  know  the  facts ; Mr.  Doyle  ? — Yes. 

10597.  Mr.  Clancy;  is  Mr.  Clancy  one? — 
He  is  not  in  the  council  at  all. 

10598.  Has  Mr.  Clancy  not  a public-house  ? — 
He  is  not  in  the  council. 

10599.  Was  he  in  when  this  was  passed  ? — 
No. 

10600.  Mr.  Philip  Little  v — Yes. 

10601.  Mr.  Doran? — One  Doran  is. 

10602.  Both  Philip  and  Edward? — Well. 

10603.  Mr.  Holaan  ? — He  is  dead. 

10601.  Was  he  in  at  the  time  ? — Yes. 

10605.  Then  there  is  Mr.  Macdonald  ? — Yes. 

10606.  Mr.  Keating? — No. 

10607.  Mr.  Macdonald,  who  sits  here,  is  in 
the  trade,  in  the  same  sense  as  I mean? — Yes. 

] 0608.  Mi\  Timothy  Dwyer,  who  was  elected 
for  Mountjoy  Ward? — I had  not  him  before. 

10609.  Out  of  15  aldermen  we  have  10  in  the 
drink  trade,  and  out  of  45  councillors  we  have  10 
in  the  trade  ? — My  figures  are  not  very  much 
altered.  They  have  been  qualified  from  10  to 
six  or  seven,  but  with  regard  to  the  aldermen,  1 
did  not  know  of  the  Belfast  affair,  and  a man  en- 
gaged 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell —continued, 
gaged  in  the  mineral  water  trade,  I did  not 
count. 

10610.  I should  not  have  said  it  if  they  were  ; 
I knew  that  Alderman  Cochrane  was  a licensed . 
person  in  Belfast  ? — I did  not. 

10611.  That  is  a representation  for  that  trade 
of  one-third  of  the  corporation ; do  you  think 
that  is  undue?— I do  not  think  it  is  undue. 
They  would  have  always  two-thirds  against 
them. 

10612.  I am  not  asking  you  that ; I am  asking 
you  whether  you  consider  one-third  of  the  cor- 
poration in  a trade  an  undue  representation  of 
that  trade  ? — I do  not. 

10613.  I have  the  “ Freeman’s  Journal  ” of 
the  13  th  March  in  my  hand,  which  contains  a 
speech  of  yours  in  regard  to  a petition  to  this 
House. ; you  refer  to  the  statistics  for  Glasgow  ? 
—Yes. 

10614.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  where  you 
got  those  statistics  ? — Yes. 

10615.  Where  from? — I got  them  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Vintners’  Society,  who  put  them 
before  me  as  statistics. 

10616.  You  are  aware  that  there  was  a Com- 
mittee of  enquiry  in  the  year  1877  ? — I have  not 
followed  that ; I was  not  in  Parliament  at  the 
time. 

10617.  You  remember  a Committee  sitting  on 
this  subject  in  1877,  with  Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach  as  chairman  ? — Yes. 

10618.  Chief  constable  M'Call,  from  Glasgow, 
was  examined  befor  that  Committee  ; he  occupies 
the  same  position  in  Glasgow  now? — He  occupies 
it  under  the  corporation. 

10619.  That  is  even  better? — It  is  not  the 
same. 

10620.  He  is  chief  of  the  police? — Under  the 
corporation. 

10621.  That  is  the  position  Mr.  Harrell  has  ? 
— Under  the  castle. 

10622.  All  the  same,  he  is  chief  of  the  police, 
and  that  is  my  point?— With  regard  to  the 
police,  my  point  would  be  that  if  they  were,  as 
they  are  in  Glasgow  under  the  corporation,  that 
would  be  a police  much  more  in  contact  with  the 
people  to  prevent  excess  under  the  municipal 
corporation,  as  in  Glasgow. 

10623.  That  is  not  my  point.  My  point  is 
that  Mr.  M'Call  in  Glasgow  is  chief  of  the 
police,  just  as  Mr.  Harrell  is  chief  of  the  police 
in  Dublin  ? — Not  in  the  same  way. 

10624.  Is  he  at  the  head  of  the  police  force  ? 
— He  is  at  the  head  of  the  police  force. 

10625.  Here  is  Mr.  M‘Call’s  evidence,  Ques- 
tion 3470  ; he  was  asked  this:  “Sunday  Closing 
has  been  a success  in  your  City  of  Glasgow  as 
regards  good  order,  morality,  and  abstinence 
after  hours.”  His  answer  to  that  is : “I  con- 
sider that  the  greatest  blessing  which  has  been 
conferred  on  Scotland,  and  especially  on 
Glasgow,  by  any  legislation  that  has  happened 
during  the  last  50  years  has  been  the  passing  of 
the  Forbes  Mackenzie  Act.”  What  do  you  say 
to  that?— I say  to  that  my  advocacy  always 
come  back  to  this  question  of  my  objection  to 
repressive  measures ; but  when  I did  come  to 
deal  with  the  question  I did  give  such  statistical 
information  as  was  within  my  reach,  and  that 
statistical  information  is  in  the  paper  before  you, 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell — continued, 
where  it  says  before  a certain  Act  was  passed 
the  arrests  were  so  much ; after  it  was  passed, 
the  arrests  were  increased.  That  has  not  been 
contradicted  to  my  knowledge. 

10626.  Did  you  take  the  trouble  to  verify  the 
statistical  information  put  into  your  hands  by  the 
secretary  of.  the  Vintners’  Association? — I stated 
it  on  the  documentary  evidence  which  was  before 
you,  and  I was  quite  sure  in  the  next  week,  if 
my  statements  were  incorrect,  you  or  some  others 
better  qualified  would  controvert  them. 

10627.  Did  you  take  the  trouble  to  verify  the 
statistical  information  put  into  your  hands  by  the 
association’s  secretary  ? — I think  it  has  been 
verified  by  him. 

10628.  Did  you  take  the  trouble? — No;  I 
made  a statement,  and  they  have  never  been  re- 
futed. 

10629.  You  did  not  verify  the  information  put 
before  you? — Except  to  read  an  official  docu- 
ment. 

10630.  Did  you  verify  it  ? — I think  it  was  a 
Parliamentary  document. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10631.  The  statement  that  you  read  was  one 
that  was  recently  made,  and  based  upon  recent 
experiences  by  a gentleman  in  Glasgow  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10632.  Did  it  cover  the  period  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act? — Yes. 

10633.  At  Question  3388  Mr.  Maurice 
Brookes  asked  Mr.  M‘Call  this  question : “ The 
persons  who  are  arrested  now  on  Sunday,  and 
you  have  an  enormous  number  arrested  on 
Sunday,  are  chiefly  arrested  on  the  way  from 
the  public-house  to  their  homes.  (A.)  There 
are  very  few  apprehended  upon  Sunday.  If  you 
were  to  take  Sunday,  beginning  at  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning  for  instance,  or  six  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  take  it  from  that  to  twelve  o’clock 
at  night,  there  are  very  few  people  apprehended 
on  Sunday  during  those  hours.  Between  twelve 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night  and  six  o’clock  on 
Sunday  morning  a considerable  number  are 
taken  up,  but  those  are  people  who  have  got 
drunk  upon  the  Saturday  night  before  the  public- 
houses  were  closed,  and.  perhaps  have  taken 
spirits  home,  and  not  being  satisfied  with  the 
quantity  they  had  before  they  left  the  public- 
house,  they  began  to  drink  more,  and  then  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  police.”  Then  he  gives  the 
figures;  he  says,  “The  average  number  of 
arrests  for  the  three  years  after  the  Forbes 
Mackenzie  Act  came  into  operation  on  the 
Sunday  was  26,  that  is  to  say,  from  from  June 
1851  to  May  1854.  The  average  number 
arrested  upon  Sundays  was  26.  Three  years 
after  the  Act  came  into  force,  namely,  from  the 
1st  June  1854  to  the  31st  May  1857,  the  arrests 
upon  Sunday  were  nine  and  a-half.  Nine  and  a- 
half  arrested  out  of  a population  of  400,000  would 
not  be  much  spread  over  an  area  of  9£  miles.” 
Those  are  the  figures  of  Chief  Constable  McCall. 
You  did  not  check  them,  or  the  secretary  of  the 
publicans  in  Dublin  ? —The  secretary  of  the 
publicans  in  Dublin  gave  me  an  official  state- 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10634.  It  was  not  the  evidence  of  the  secretary 
of  the  Association  in  Dublin  ? — It  was  the  docu- 
ment he  put  before  me,  T said,  on  this  occasion. 
In  1851,  before  they  had  the  Sunday  closing  in 
Glasgow  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  were  4-5  per 
cent  of  the  population.'  The  Act  was  passed  in 
1853,  and  the  figures  as  to  the  arrests  for  drunk- 
enness in  1861,  when  the  Sunday  Closing  Bill 
was  in  operation,  was  9 '4  per  cent,  of  the  popu- 
lation ; in  1871,  it  reached  10'4  per  cent.;  and  in 
1887,  which  was  the  last  year,  it  was  6 "5  per  cent. ; 
so  that  while  they  were  4'5  per  cent,  before  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act,  they  had  risen  to  10‘4  at 
one  time,  and  they  are  now  6'5.  That  was  the 
statement  I made.  I wish  to  say  to  the  honour- 
able Member  that  my  tendency  is  not  to  enter 
into  elaborate  questions  about  figures.  I was 
desirous  to  come  before  the  Committee  to  state 
from  my  observations  the  social  and  reformatory 
measures  which  are  required,  and  to  my  mind  the 
Act  would  lead  to  improper  drinking  at  home, 
and  in  places  far  away  from  powers  of  observa- 
tion, and  my  contention  is  that  it  is  not  incompa- 
tible with  home  drinking. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10635.  Have  you  your  speech  before  you  ? — 
Yes. 

10636.  Leaving  Glasgow  and  coming  to  Dublin, 
what  do  you  say  ? — “ Now,  in  Dublin  they  had 
open  public-houses,  and  yet  the  arrests  were  only 
3 5 per  cent.,  while  in  Glasgow  they  were  double 
that  number.  Coming  now  to  the  Saturday 
Closing  Bill,  in  Dublin  the  arrests  in  1879  were 
5,204.” 

10637.  What  arrests  are  these  ? — Arrests  for 
drunkenness. 

10638.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  there  were 
only  5204  arrested  in  Dublin  for  drunkenness 
during  the  year  1879  ; I want  to  test  the  bona Jides 
of  these  statistics  used  by  the  Dublin  Corpora- 
tion ?—  The  question  was  Saturday  and  Sunday 
drinking,  Saturday  early  closing  and  Sunday 
closing,  therefore,  it  should  only  be,  and  must 
have  been,  tbe  case,  that  when  I quoted  figures 
it  was  not  referring  to  the  whole  week  but  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  Saturday  and  Sunday 
arrests. 

10639.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  in  your  evi- 
dence before  this  Committee  that  there  were 
5,204  arrests  on  Sundays  in  Dublin  in  the  year 
1879  ? — If  you  would  ask  some  official  what  these 
refer  to,  whether  they  refer  to  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  or  only  Sunday,  he  will  tell  you. 

10640.  Y ou  made  the  statement  without  know- 
ing what  they  referred  to  ? — 1 made  the  state- 
ment from  the  statistical  documents  I had  .before 
me  at  the  time,  and  I added  them  up  myself. 

10641.  You  are  not  able  to  tell  Avhether 
that  figure  5024  represents  every  day  in  the 
year,  or  Saturdays  alone?— My  belief  is  that  it 
must  be  Saturday.  On  reference  to  my  docu- 
ment it  must  be  Saturday.  I could  quite  easily 
make  that  out. 

10642.  Do  you  not  think,  if  it  refers  to  Satur- 
day, 5,000  arrests  on  Saturday  is  an  enormous 
number? — Yes;  what  I wanted  to  convey  by 
this  was  that  the  arrests  under  one  state  of 
things  were  less  than  under  another  state  of 
things. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell— continued. 

10643.  Let  us  have  the  figures  now  ; get  me 
these  figures  anywhere.  Produce  the  figures  lor 
any  day  in  the  week.  It  is  very  easy  to  make 
statements  on  the  evidence  of  publicans’  secre- 
taries ; I want  figures  ? — Now,  look  here ; I 
think  if  you  had  gone  a little  further  you  would 
have  found  the  whole  thing : “ Coming  now  to 
arrests,  in  Dublin  the  arrests  in  1879  were 
5,204,  and  in  1886  they  were  3,500:  so 
that,  with  open  public-houses  on  Saturday  night, 
there  was  a reduction  of  arrests  from  1879  to 
1886  of  2,000.” 

10644.  You  say  the  Saturday  arrests  in  1879 
were  5,204  ? — Yes. 

10645.  Will  you  kindly  produce  these  figures 
for  me ; do  you  not  think  5,204  is  an  enormous 
number  of  arrests  for  one  day  in  the  week  ? — 
Yes. 

10646.  And  it  shows  a terrible  state  of  affairs ? 
—Yes. 

10647.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
there  were  more  than  that? — l am  not  going  to 
defend  either  the  arrests  nor  the  extension  of  the 
drinking.  Even  if  you  aggravate  the  figures, 
and  make  them  stronger,  they  strengthen  my 
argument  that  the  measures  I defend  are  those 
likely,  in  my  belief,  more  to  assist  that  than 
would  closing. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10648.  The  fact  is  that  you  took  the  figures 
furnished  by  the  Government.  The  statistics 
you  read  and  quoted  there  are  taken  from  the 
return  of  1886? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10649.  There  is  another  statement  in  your 
speech  which  I want  to  refer  to ; you  will  see  a 
statement  there  with  a pen  mark  drawn  down 
the  side  of  it ; I ask  you  on  what  evidence  you 
state  that? — “ As  to  T.  W.  Bussell,  put  him  in 
the  ballot-box,  and  give  him  two  voting  papers 
for  the  representation  of  Dublin  in  Parliament, 
one  for  Guinness  and  Jameson,  and  the  other  for 
Mi’.  Nicholls  and  Mr.  Henry  VVigham,  or  any 
other  two  Home  Rulers,  and  he  would  vote  for 
Guinness  and  Jameson,  for  he  would  not  vote  for 
a Home  Ruler  if  he  was  the  greatest  saint  and 
abstainer  that  ever  lived.” 

10650.  On  what  evidence  did  you  make  that 
statement? — I do  perfectly  believe  that  sincere 
and  perfectly  sincere  as  is  your  advocacy  of  the 
measures  you  have  spent  your  life  in  trying  to 
achieve,  and  I only  stated  my  own  personal 
opinion,  if  the  issue  lay  between  Sir  Cecil  Guin- 
ness and  a Home  Ruler,  you  would  think  the 
Union  question  more  important  than  the  drink 
uestion,  and  that  probably  you  would  vote  for 
ir  Cecil  Guinness,  if  he  was  a candidate,  be- 
cause I have  known  people  vote  for  him  on 
many  occasions.  Now  I would  not  like  to  say 
anything  wrong,  but  I do  think  there  are  a great 
many  of  the  people  in  Dublin  who  take  up  this 
view,  I think  they  always  voted  with  him  ; that 
is  my  impression.  I said  if  it  was  in  the  ballot 
box. 

10651.  You  might  say  that  I would  give  way 
on  many  a minor  issue  ? — Yes. 

10652.  You  think  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  working  the  Sunday  Closing  Association 

are 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
are  total  abstainers? — I have  been  misinterpreted 
in  that.  What  I did  say  was  that  in  this  inquiry, 
when  this  phrase  “ temperance  societies  ” is 
referred  to,  and  temperance  movement  is  re- 
ferred to,  my  statement  is  clear  and  categorical 
that  temperance  is  not  in  most  cases  referred  to, 
or  the  advocacy  in  moderation  of  temperance, 
but  total  abstention.  We  have  them  in  Limerick, 
very  many,  but  they  are  total  abstainers,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  better  to  call  them  total 
abstaining  societies  than  to  call  them  tempe- 
rance. 

_ 10653.  Do  not  let  us  get  into  a metaphysical 
discussion.  I have  a list  here  of  the  office  bearers 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  ?— I did  not 
refer  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Association.  I dis- 
abused the  mind  of  the  honourable  Member,  and 
said  my  objection  was  to  the  phrase  “ temperance 
societies,”  I knew  perfectly  well  that  the  Sunday 
Closing  Association  contained  other  people  be- 
sides total  abstainers. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

10654.  My  question  arose  from  the  first  exa- 
mination, in  which  I thought  you  confounded 
Sunday  closing  with  temperance? — I did  not 
mean  to;  but  I refer  to  the  general  confusion- 
that  temperance,  instead  of  being  temperance,  is 
in  nine  cases  out  of  10  total  abstention. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10655.  Such  as  in  dealing  with  our  inquiry  ? 
— I have  heard  the  phrase  temperance  societies. 

10656.  If  you  left  the  impression  on  any 
Member  of  the  Committee  that  you  condemned 
the  Sunday  closing  movement  as  a total 
abstinence  movement,  you  did  not  mean  that  ? — 
No. 

10657.  Seeing  that  Saturday  drinking  pro- 
duces such  results,  results  which  are  seen  in  the 
arrests  and  the  havoc  that  is  made  in  the  wages 
of  the  working  classes,  do  you  think  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  shorten  the  hours  of  the  sale 
of  drink  on  Saturday  night  in  the  City  of 
Dublin  ? — It  might  be  possible,  and  it  is  per- 
fectly possible,  to  shorten  the  hours  of  drinking 
in  public-houses,  but  my  conviction  is  that  the 
extent  of  the  drinking,  and  the  progress  of  the 
drinking,  would  go  on  somewhere  else. 

10658.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  late  Satur- 
day night  drinking  leads  to  early  Sunday  morn- 
ing drinking,  and  the  viplation  of  the  law;  do 
you  think  it  would  not  be  a good  thing,  and  an 
advisable  thing,  to  allow  a man  a chance  of  get- 
ting home  sober  on  Saturday  night?— If  the 
public-house  is  closed  and  they  did  go  home,  you 
would  be  right ; but  my  impression  is  that  the 
closing  of  the  public-houses  would  only  change 
the  venue  to  some  other  place.  I am  not  a be- 
liever in  this,  that  if  you  close  a public-house  it 
would  meet  your  object.  I believe  that  they 
would  go  somewhere  else  and  do  it  in  a less  re- 
spectable place  and  under  less  observation. 

10659.  Your  belief  in  the  working  classes  of 
Dublin  is  this,  that  if  they  cannot  drink  in  a 
public-house  they  will  drink  anywhere  ? — No. 

10660,  Is  it  not? — My  belief  in  the  working 
classes  is  this,  that,  owing  to  the  shameful 
neglect,  up  to  this,  of  their  houses,  their  social 
condition,  of  their  conveniences,  they  are  driven 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
to  drinking,  which  I,  myself,  should  be  driven  to 
did  I live  in  similar  conditions.  I know  the 
working  classes  very  well.  I have  never  in  the 
slightest  degree  condoned  any  of  their  wrong 
doing.  I have  told  them  the  truth.  I have  told 
them  the  truth  if  I saw  a man  drunk ; I had  no 
right  to  interfere  with  him  up  to  that  point.  I 
could  tell  you  of  instances. 

10661.  I will  show  you  one,  in  a few  minutes, 
who  has  got  rid  of  the  drinking  ? — I am  very 
glad  to  hear  it ; I have  known  many  who  have 
got  rid  of  it. 

10662.  You  petitioned  against  the  Saturday 
Early  Closing  Bill?- Yes. 

10663.  Had  you  the  Bill  before  you? — No, 
the  Bill  was  not  before  the  Corporation  at  the 
time,  but  the  principle  was. 

10664.  Is  it  the  habit  of  the  Corporation  to 
petition  against  Bills  not  before  them? — Very 
frequently. 

10665.  They  petition  against  a Bill,  and  they 
do  not  know  what  the  Bill  really  is?— The 
minute  Bills  are  introduced  into  Parliament  they 
might  not  know  their  clauses,  but  the  object  of 
the  Bill  is  palpable,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

10666.  Can  you  give  me  a single  instance 
where  the  Dublin  Corporation  protested  against 
a measure  that  had  not  been  printed  ? — I could 
not.  If  I saw  an  important  measure  introduced 
into  the  House  to-day,  and  the  Corporation  met 
on  the  next  day,  if  I considered  it,  without  wait- 
ing further,  inimical  and  hostile  to  the  interests 
of  the  people,  or  the  Corporation,  I should  im  ■ 
mediately  take  action  to  propose  a resolution 
relating  to  it. 

10667.  Now  about  the  coffee-tavern  you  re- 
ferred to,  was  one  started  by  the  Coffee  Tavern 
Company  ? — It  was  started  in  the  original  case 
by  Mr.  Allen,  myself,  and  some  others. 

10668.  Was  it  not  a public  company  ? — It  was 
a public  company. 

10669.  Of  which  you  were  a shareholder  ? — 
Yes. 

10670.  That  company  had  three  taverns  ? — 
Yes. 

J0871.  Was  there  one  single  object  of  philan- 
thropy about  it ; was  it  not  started  as  a purely 
business  speculation,  which  failed  ?— Not  at  all. 
The  main  point  of  it  was,  and  everything  that 
actuates  the  promoters  of  a thing  like  that  was 
trying,  from  every  point  of  view,  to  lessen  the 
excessive  drinking.  If  it  should  pay,  well  and 
good,  but  what  I stated  without  doubt,  because  I 
was  at  the  liquidation  of  it  the  other  day,  is  that 
7,000/.  are  gone  in  that,  that  the  working  classes 
in  the  particular  places  did  not  avail  themselves 
of  it. 

10672.  Was  not  that  carried  on  as  a business 
speculation?—!  think  it  was  carried  on  as  a phil- 
anthropic one,  in  a business  way.  It  could  not 
have  been  carried  on  as  a commercial  transaction 
when  7,000/.  disappeared. 

10673.  There  are  many  commercial  transac- 
tions which  do  not  succed  ? — Of  that  character. 
That  company  put  up  the  most  elaborate  fittings, 
billiard  tables,  and  everything  that  was  expen- 
sive and  attractive,  and  my  position  is,  that  the 
people,  the  working  classes  for  whom  it  was  in- 
tended, did  not  go  there,  and  I have  since  seen 
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Mr.  T.  fV.  Russell—  continued, 
that  the  same  amount  of  money  would  have  been 
better  spent  in  seven  or  eight  houses  at  100 1. 
a-piece,  and  it  would  have  done  more  good. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10674.  If  the  project  were  carried  out  in  a 
business-like  manner,  would  not  the  object  of  the 
philanthropists  have  been  frustrated? — It  would, 
but  the  objects  of  the  philanthropists  was  busi- 
ness and  philanthropy  combined,  but  that  was 
my  statement  that  the  building  in  the  particular 
instance  was  a failure  financially  and  philan- 
thropically. 

Chairman. 

10675.  There  was  a hope  that  it  would  have 
been  self-supporting? — Yes,  and  I believe  the 
more  you  inquire  into  them,  and  patronise  the 
people,  and  separate  them  from,  the  others  of  their 
fellow-countrymen,  the  less  is  it  agreeable  to 
them,  and  they  will  not  be  petted  and  fostered. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell .. 

10676.  You  referred  to  Limerick,  and  you  said 
Mr.  Spillanc  did  not  represent  the  opinions  of 
Limerick? — No,  I said  I would  not  take  him  as 
representative  of  Limerick  on  this  point;  Mr. 
Spillane’s  position  in  Limerick  is  well  known. 

10677.  What  do  you  say  to  the  Bishop  repre- 
senting the  opinions  of  the  people  on  this 
question? — I do  not  think  he  does.  We  have 
differed  on  this  point.  He  had  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject., and  I had  others,  but  nothing  can  equal  the 
interest  of  the  Bishop  to  do  everything  for  his 
people  in  every  way. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10678.  I want  to  ask  you  one  question,  I 
think  there  was  such  discredit  thrown  upon 
those  figures  of  yours,  that  we  should  hear  a 
little  more  about  them.  You  get  these  figures 
from  a Parliamentary  return  ?■ — It  was  a Par- 
liamentary return  put  before  me.  Mr.  McCarthy 
will  tell  you. 

10679.  Are  you  aware  that  they  were  taken 
from  a return  furnished  to  this  House  in  1876  ? 
— Yes,  I think  Mr.  McCarthy  told  me  that  they 
were  taken  from  a return  to  this  House  in 
1876. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

10680.  In  the  course  of  your  examination, 
have  they  been  controverted  ? — No. 

10681.  Have  any  figures  been  quoted  against 
them  ? — Mr.  Russell  quoted  some  of  the  head 
constable  of  Glasgow  of  a different  character. 

10682.  But  your  figures  with  regard  to 
Dublin,  have  they  been  controverted  ? — No. 

10683.  Have  any  figures  been  cited  against 
them  ? — No. 

10684.  Thefore,  they  remain  as  they  were  ? — 
Yes. 

10685.  Your  figures  are  uncontroverted,  and 
the  arguments  adduced  from  them  are  also 
uncontroverted  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10686.  Take  that  into  your  hands ; do  you 
see  the  Saturday  night’s  returns  for  drunken- 
ness there  ?— Is  this  for  Dublin. 

10687.  Yes?— I do. 

10688.  Give  us  the  figures  for  the  year  1879  ? 
— Arrests  5,510. 

10689.  What  are  yours  ? — I 'gave  you  5,204, 
if  I mistake  not.  They  are  very  near. 

10690.  They  do  not  agree  with  the  official 
figures  ? 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10691.  The  figures  you  state  were  given  some 
what  less,  and  were  furnished  by  the  police 
officials  of  Dublin? — I saw  a return  of  that 
character,  and  I made  deductions  from  it,  but 
the  difference  is  not  material,  I think. 

10692.  Not  at  all  sufficient  to  justify  the 
warm  manner  (in  which  they  were  endeavoured  to 
be  controverted? — No;  I went  out  of  my  way 
in  getting  these  figures. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

10693.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the 
dates  on  which  those  figures  were  taken  are  the 
same  as  these.  These  are  taken  from  the  21st 
April  1878  to  the  31st  April  1879.  Were  yours 
exactly  the  same? — They  were  for  the  year, 
whatever  the  end  is. 

10694.  You  do  not  know  what  date  these 
returns  start  from  ? — No. 


Mr.  Patrick  Troy,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10695.  Wiiat  are  you  by  trade?— A stone 
carver. 

10696.  Who  do  you  represent  here  ?— I repre- 
sent the  members  of  the  Working  Men’s  Club. 

10697.  What  number  of  members  has  that 
club  ? — The  numbers  that  are  clear  on  the  books 
at  the  present  time  are  325 ; we  have  a larger 
number,  but  they  are  the  number  that  are  clear 
on  the  books  at  present. 

10698.  Buna  fide  working  men? — Bond  fide 
working  men.  So  that  there  are  representatives 
of  all  the  trades,  or  almost  all  the  trades’  secre- 
taries, prominent  men  of  the  societies. 

10699.  1 need  not  scruple  to  ask  you  if  the 
members  of  that  club  are  mainly  Nationalists  in 
opinion  ? — The  great  majority  are  Nationalists. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

10700.  It  would  be  a very  small  minority 
who  hold  other  views  ? — Yes. 

10701.  They  are  mostly  Catholic? — The  great 
majority  are  Catholics. 

10702.  And  not  influenced  at  all  by  any  Sab- 
batarian feeling?— No.  We  have  members  of 
the  Gaelic  Athletic  Association  ; they  hold  their 
meetings  on  Sunday,  and  they  would  not  be 
Sabbatarians.  We  have  men  now  that  take  an 
interest  in  bicycles  and  "o  for  long  rides  on 
Sundays,  and  they  cannot  De  Sabbatarians ;.  and 
we  have  members  who  go  to  see  all  these  things, 
and  they  cannot  be  Sabbatarians. 

10703.  The  club  which  you  represent  is  a club 
of  325  members  ? — Clear  on  the  books. 

10704.  Who  hold  Nationalist  opinions  in  the 
main, 
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Mr,  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
main,  and  who  are  not  Sabbatarians  in  their 
views? — Yes,  decidedly  so. 

10705.  Where  is  your  club  held  ? — 41,  York- 
street. 

10706.  When  was  it  opened?— It  was  opened 
in  the  year  1872. 

10707.  What  is  the  subscription?— Two  shil- 
lings per  quarter. 

10708.  Is  it  entirely  self-supporting? — It  is 
entirely  self-supporting.  We  have  no  patrons 
connected  with  it.  It  is  open  to  every  working 
man  of  good  character. 

10709.  You  have  a reading-room  in  connection 
with  that  club? — We  have. 

10710.  And  a billiard-room  ? — Yes,  and  baga- 
telle. 

10711.  Are  you  connected  with  the  Trades’ 
Council? — I am  a delegate  of  the  stone  carvers 
on  the  Trades’  Council. 

10712.  That  is  a council  of  which  Mr.  Nan- 
netti  is  president  ? — Yes. 

10713.  Mr.  Nannetti  has  said  that  he  repre- 
sented the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  Trades’ 
Council  ; does  he  represent  you  ? — He  does  not 
represent  my  feelings. 

107 14.  What  number  of  trades  are  associated 
with  that  council  ? — I cannot  give  the  exact 
numbers.  I see  by  Mr.  Nannetri’s  statement 
there  are  about  36. 

10715.  And  the  number  of  the  associated 
trades  are  about  5,000  ? — About  5,000. 

10716.  You  must  know  something  about  the 
feeling  of  these  people  ; do  you  think  he  repre- 
sented the  whole  of  them  here  ? — I have  made 
inquiries  from  a great  number  of  the  officers  of 
the  other  societies  and  no  resolution  has  been 
brought  before  the  great  majority  of  the  societies 
bearing  on  this  subject ; this  Saturday  or  Sunday 
closing  has  not  been  brought  before  them. 

10717.  Are  there  a large  number  of  trade 
bodies  outside  this  Associated  Trade  Council? 
— There  is  a large  number. 

10718.  Not  connected  with  it? — Not  connected 
with  it. 

10719.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  that 
yourself? — I have. 

10720.  On  what  do  you  found  that  statement? 
— I was  deputed  at  a recent  dispute  in  Dublin 
to  wait  on  the  different  trades.  I then  had  a list 
of  47  that  we  called  on,  and  we  did  not  call  on 
all  the  trades ; besides  that  there  are  labour 
organisations  connected  with  the  council;  we 
did  not  call  on  the  labour  organisations ; they  are 
taken  in  the  36. 

10721.  You  hold  the  view  that  in  connection 
with  the  Associated  Trades’  Council,  for  which 
Mr.  Nannetti  was  supposed  to  speak,  there  are 
differences  on  this  matter  ? — I should  say  so. 

10722.  Where  are  the  meetings  of  the  trades’ 
societies  generally  held  ? — There  are  a consider- 
able part  of  them  held  in  public-houses. 

10723.  Do  you  consider  that  a good  thing  ? — 
No,  I consider  it  a very  bad  thing;  I used  my 
exertions  to  get  my  own  society  out  of  them. 

10724.  Does  it  not  give  a publican  an  influence 
over  the  trades  which  he  ought  not  to  have  ? — 
The  officers  especially  of  those  trades  paying 
money,  and  one  thing  and  another,  get  acquainted 
with  the  man,  and  if  he  is  a wealthy  man  he  has 
a considerable  influence  on  a poorer  man. 

0.67. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued. 

10725.  Were  you  at  the  Rotunda  meeting  of 
the  Trades  ? — No,  I was  not  at  that  meeting. 

10726.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  who 
aid  the  expenses  of  that  meeting? — No  personal 
nowledge  ; but  I have  made  inquiries,  and  none 
of  the  trades’  bodies  that  I inquired  of  bore  any 
of  the  expense  of  the  meeting ; I have  heard 
further  that  it  has  been  paid  from  the  Grocers 
and  Licensed  Vintners’  Association;  the  party 
who  gave  me  the  information  told  me  not  to  use 
their  names,  because  they  are  connected  with  the 
trade. 

10727.  As  the  result  of  your  inquiries  you 
have  not  been  able  to  find  out  any  trade  organi- 
sation which  paid  a farthing  to  these  expenses  ? 
—No. 

10728.  And  yours  did  not? — Certainly  not. 

10729.  You  would  be  very  much  astonished  if 
you  were  asked  to  pay  ? — I think  they  would  be 
indignant  to  be  asked  to  do  such  a thing. 

10730.  What  is  your  opinion  of  Sunday 
closing  ? — I am  entirely  in  favour  of  it,  and  I 
know  their  views  are  entirely  in  favour  of  it;, 
we  had  a large  meeting  packed  full,  and  resolu- 
tions were  carried  both  in  favour  of  Sunday  and 
Saturday  closing ; there  was  not  one  dissentient 
voice  in  the  meeting:  the  doors  were  thrown 
open ; access  was  given  to  everyone ; there  was 
no  one  put  at  the  doors. 

10731.  It  was  held  in  the  large  hall  of  the- 
club  ? — Packed  outside  the  hall. 

10732.  And  this  association  of  sober  working 
men  have  built  not  only  a club-house,  but  have 
built  a large  hall  themselves? — Yes. 

10733.  Would  it  be  a great  hardship  to  the 
working  men  of  Dublin  if  they  were  deprived  of 
getting  dinner  beer  on  Sunday  ? — They  would 
feel  it  a very  short  time,  they  would  soon  get 
accustomed  to  the  new  order  of  things  ; of  the 
new  law. 

10734.  What  are  the  present  habits  of  Dublin 
working  men  as  regards  their  dinner  on  Sun- 
day ? — To  get  it  in  their  own  houses.  I very 
often  go  into  the  country. 

10735.  Your  trade  takes  you  into  the  country?' 
— My  trade  and  work,  and  I lodge  where  there 
are  a great  number  of  men  stopping  very  often  ; 
very  often  we  stop  together  for  company.  When 
the  public-houses  are  closed,  I find  there  is  very 
little  drink  brought  in,  and  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  even  the  men  who  do  use  drink  do  not 
bring  it  in,  they  take  their  dinner  in  their 
homes. 

10736.  Is  there  much  social  drinking  in 
public-houses  in  Dublin  on  Sunday  ? — In  the 
evening  a great  deal,  and  a great  many  parties, 
especially  the  young  men,  complain  on  account 
of  having  Sunday  spare  time,  they  cannot  make 
an  excuse  for  having  to  attend  to  their  work. 

10737.  Therefore,  they  have  the  time  for  this 
drinking  that  goes  on  ? — Yes,  and  very  often  the 
foreman  goes  with  them,  and  he  goes  in  more  on 
account  of  that  than  anything  else. 

10738.  Your  experience  would  lead  you  to 
believe  there  was  a great  deal  of  unwilling 
drinking  ? — My  experience  leads  me  to  believe 
that  I have  often  seen  it. 

10739.  Do  you  think  shebeen  drinking  would 
3 I 3 increase 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell— ^continued, 
increase  much  if  this  Bill  was  passed  ? — I do  not 
think  it  would. 

10740.  Do  you  think  that  bogus  clubs  would 
arise  ? — I do  not  believe  they  would. 

10741.  Do  you  know  of  any  ? — I do  not  think 
there  is  one  in  Ireland,  and  I have  travelled 
nearly  through  all  Ireland  at  work.  Anywhere 
where  there  has  been  a job  going  on  I have  been 
on  it. 

10742.  In  every  part  of  Ireland? — In  most 
all  Ireland,  north,  south,  east,  and  west. 

10743.  And  you  never  head  of  a bogus  club  ? 
— Not  one. 

10744.  What  do  you  know  of  the  bond  fide 
traveller,  do  you  know  anything  about  him  ; do 
you  know  his  appearance  ? — I think  it  is  un- 
necessary in  the  Act. 

10745.  Apart  from  that,  supposing  the  bond 
fide  traveller  appeared,  would  you  make  any 
alteration  in  the  law  respecting  the  distance  he 
has  to  travel  before  he  is  entitled  to  drink  ? — I 
would  extend  the  limit  to  10  miles,  and  I would 
confine  the  places  where  the  drink  is  sold  to 
where  they  could  get  meat,  eatables,  and  a place 
to  stop. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

10746.  Hotels  and  restaurants  ? — I have  given 
the  answer.  I do  not  know  what  you  call  them. 

10747.  Where  food  is  sold  ? — And  where  you 
can  get  beds  to  stop,  accommodation  for  travel- 
lers. 

Mr.  7.  W.  Russell. 

10748.  The  question  I want  to  put  to  you  is 
in  the  pursuit  of  your  calling,  which  is  a high 
class  kind  of  work  apart  from  the  ordinary  stone 
cutting  trade  ; you  have  been  called  to  different 
parts  of  Ireland  on  jobs  ? — Yes. 

10749.  I suppose  at  churches  and  things  of 
that  kind  ? — Yes,  churches,  mansions,  and 
different  buildings. 

10750.  Your  experience  is,  first  of  all,  that 
working  men  do  not  drink  at  home,  that  the 
shebeen  is  not  a difficulty  that  you  would  appre- 
hend, and  that  the  bond  fide  traveller  you  would, 
at  least,  make  travel  10  miles  before  he  was 
entitled  to  drink? — Yes,  I would. 

10751.  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  feeling 
of  the  working  men  of  Dublin,  as  a whole,  on  the 
question.  Do  you  recollect  the  agitation  previous 
to  the  Act  being  passed  ? — I do. 

10752.  Were  there  enthusiastic  meetings  held 
in  Dublin  in  its  favour? — There  were;  I have 
seen  very  large  meetings. 

10753.  Was  there  a large  meeting  in  the 
park  ? — Yes. 

10754.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  in  the  Ex- 
hibition Palace? — No,  I was  not. 

10755.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  in  the 
rotunda  ? — I was  at  the  meeting  in  the  rotunda. 

10756.  And  the  ancient  concert  rooms? — 
Yes. 

10757.  Is  it  your  belief  that  that  Act  was  sup- 
ported by  a very  large  number  of  the  tradesmen 
of  Dublin  ? — It  was. 

10758.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  they 
would  reverse  their  verdict  now  ? — No,  I have  no 
reason. 

10759.  What  is  your  opinion  of  Saturday 
earlier  closing  ? — I think  it  would  be  of  the 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell—  continued, 
greatest  advantage,  because  the  working  inen 
have  their  money  on  that  day,  and  spend  a large 
portion  of  it. 

10760.  You  do  not  apprehend  that  any  diffi- 
culty will  arise  as  to  marketing? — No,  I do  not. 

10761.  When  do  you  get  your  wages  on 
Saturdays  ? — At  two  o’clock. 

10762.  Is  there  much  drank  on  Saturday 
night  ?—  A great  amount. 

10763.  What  hour  would  you  say  on  Saturday 
for  closing  ? — Seven  o’clock,  to  close. 

10764.  You  do  not  think  that  would  produce 
hardship  as  regards  marketing? — No,  I do  not 
think  it  would. 

10765.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  poverty  amongst  the  working  classes  of 
Dublin?  and  in  the  main,  of  their  wretched 
homes  ? — By  the  wives  and  mothers  not  getting 
sufficient  to  keep  them  in  better  condition,  the 
money  being  spent  on  drink. 

10766.  You  do  not  think  it  is  so  much  from 
the  want  of  work  as  the  misuse  of  the  wages? 
— In  some  cases  it  may  be  from  the  want  of  work, 
but  I think,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  it  is  from 
the  misuse  of  the  money. 

10767.  You  think  the  wives  and  mothers  would 
be  in  favour  of  this  legislation  ? — Decidedly. 

10768.  Do  you  think  that  would  encourage 
their  husbands  and  sons  to  drink  at  home  ? — No, 
I do  not  think  so. 

10769.  You  think  that  is  rather  a libel  on  the 
women  of  Ireland  ? — I do ; I am  sure  of  it. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

10770.  What  you  are  asked  now  is  whether 
they  encourage  the  men  in  drinking  ? — 1 have 
never  seen  the  women  encouraging  the  men  to 
drink  yet. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10771.  You  believe  they  would  exercise  a 
restraining  influence  rather  than  otherwise? — 
Yes,  I have  often  .seen  them  try  to  get  them  to 
come  home  on  a Sunday. 

10772.  In  the  event  of  this  home  drinking 
even  taking  place  to  a limited  extent,  what  is 
your  idea  of  it  as  compared  with  public-house 
drinking? — I believe  it  cannot  be  as  bad  as 
public-house  drinking. 

10773.  Do  you  believe  a great  deal  of  the 
shebeening  is  due  to  this  late  Saturday  night 
drinking  ? — Yes,  a great  deal  of  the  shebeening 
is  done  before  two  on  Sundays,  by  those  who 
have  got  drink,  and  are  suffering  from  it,  on  the 
Sunday. 

10774.  The  club  that  sends  you  here  has  been 
in  existence  since  the  year  1872,  and  is  a bond 
fide  Working  Man’s  Club  ? It  is  in  favour  of 
total  closing  on  Sundays  in  Dublin,  and  of  the 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10775.  This  bona  fide  Working  Man’s  Club 
consists  of  325  members  ?■ — Clear  on  the  books. 

10776.  They  are  drawn  from  all  classes  of 
tradesmen  and  working  men? — Yes. 

10777.  They  represent  no  trade  in  particular? 
— No  trade  in  particular. 

10778.  No  special  body? — They  have  their 
own 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
own  representatives,  I may  tell  you,  elected  by 
themselves. 

10779.  The  fact  is  they  are  a few  stray  sheep 
from  every  fold? — They  have  their  representa- 
tives, and  they  are  governed  by  officers,  the  same 
as  any  other  society  is  governed,  and  they  are 
the  same  working  men,  the  same  as  any  other 
working  men  are. 

10780.  But  they  do  not  speak  for  their  re- 
spective trades? — No,  they  speak  for  themselves. 

10781.  Do  you  speak  for  them  here  to-day  ? — 
For  the  Working  Men’s  Club,  I do,  and  I am 
their  delegate. 

10782.  Then  they  send  you  here? — They 
have  sent  me. 

10783.  Did  they  pass  a resolution  sending  you 
here? — They  did. 

10784.  Empowering  you  to  represent  them  ? 
— Yes. 

10785.  You  are  a member  of  another  trades’ 
body  ? — I am  a member  of  my  own  trade. 

10786.  Do  you  represent  them  on  the  council 
of  the  trades  ? — I do. 

10787.  On  the  council  of  the  trades? — That  is 
the  trades  council,  Denmark -street  ? — Yes,  and 
I am  their  delegate. 

10788.  Council  of  the  aggregated  trades? — 
The  Trades  Council  and  Labour  League,  Den- 
mark-street. 

10789.  They  passed  a resolution  against  these 
measures  that  we  are  inquiring  into,  did  they 
not  ? — I see  so  by  the  papers. 

10790.  You  say  that  the  council  of  the  trades 
in  passing  that  resolution  did  not  represent  all 
their  constituents,  and  did  not  represent  the 
general  feeling  of  the  trades  body  ? — I do  not 
think  I used  that  word. 

10791.  The  word  was  put  into  your  mouth 
that  there  were  dissentients? — I said  I dissent 
from  it. 

10792.  The  word  was  put  into  your  mouth  and 
you  answered  “ yes  ” to  the  honourable  Member 
for  Tyrone.  You  said  there  were  dissentients  ? 
-'I  dissent. 

10793.  Were  there  many  dissentients  ? — I was 
not  at  that  meeting. 

10794.  Are  there  many  dissentients,  to  your 
knowledge? — I have  enquired  from  a large 
number  of  the  working  people  their  opinion,  and 
I find  there  is  a great  number. 

10795.  Have  they  taken  any  action  in  the 
matter? — No,  they  have  not.  There  are  other 
questions,  such  as  national  questions,  where  reso- 
lutions are  passed,  and  where  men  feel  very 
doubtful,  and  a great  difference  of  opinion  pre- 
vails on  it,  and  there  was  no  action  taken  in 
those  cases. 

10796.  There  was  no  action  taken  in  this  case? 
— No,  not  that  I am  aware  of. 

10797.  This  is  a social  question  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  working  people  and  tradesmen  ? — 
This  question  affects  the  interest  of  the  working 
people. 

10798.  And  they  made  no  allusion  in  their 
respective  trades  so  far  as  censure  in  any  way, 
or  contradict  in  any  way  the  action  of  the 
council? — I have  seen  none,  and  on  other  ques- 
tions where  there  was  a great  majority,  or  I will 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
not  say  a great  majority,  but  a considerable 
portion  differing,  they  did  not  do  it  either. 

10799.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  there  were  a 
considerable  body  of  dissentients  they  would 
have  made  their  voices  felt  in  the  matter?— 
I would  not  like  to  say,  because  on  other 
questions  where  there  were  a considerable 
body  of  dissentients  they  did  not  take  action. 
There  was  a question  Jox  changing  the  council 
from  being  purely  delegate  to  where  they 
could  put  on  a vice-president.  It  was  warmly 
debated ; I attended  the  meetings,  and  great 
difference  of  opinion  prevailed,  and  there 
was  no  action,  on  the  resolution  being  passed, 
taken. 

10800.  You  know  Mr.  Nannetti,  of  course?  — 
I do. 

10801.  You  are  aware  that  he  is  the  President 
of  the  Council  ?—  He  is  President. 

10802.  Do  you  know  that  he  represented  here 
that  there  were  5,000  members  in  the  aggregate 
trades  ? — I have  taken  his  statement. 

10803.  Do  you  fill  any  office  in  the  Stone- 
cutter’s Society  ? — I am  not  in  the  stonecutters. 
I did  not  give  any  evidence  that  I had  done  any- 
thing for  the  stone-cutters,  but  I have.  I did 
not  give  any  evidence,  up  to  the  present,  that  I 
have  done  anything  for  them. 

10804.  What  is  your  society?  — The  stone- 
carvers. 

10805.  When  the  Council  passed  a resolution 
of  that  kind,  and  you  an  ardent  advocate,  why 
did  you  not  take  some  action  in  your  own  trade 
to  counteract  the  effect  of  that  resolution  ? — I 
was  working  in  the  country  at  the  time. 

10806.  Am  I to  understand  that  a man  of 
your  ardent  temperament  who  has  sufficient 
interest  in  the  cause  that  he  believes  in  to  under- 
take a long  journey  to  London  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  evidence  before  this  Committee,  would 
not  go  to  Dublin,  or  any  part  of  Ireland,  to  give 
your  opinion  on  the  subject  ? — I have  not  done 
it,  I have  taken  no  action  as  yet. 

10807.  Of  course  you  are  aware  that  any 
action  before  you  came  over  here  in  your  own 
society  would  have  strengthened  your  hands 
vex’y  much  ? — I have  not  taken  any  action. 

10808.  If  you  thought  you  would  have  had 
any  considerable  support  in  your  body,  would 
you  have  done  it? — I do  think  I should  have 
considerable  support,  and  I had  it  on  former 
occasions. 

10809.  In  the  other  societies,  are  there  any 
men  as  warmly  attached  to  the  temperance  move- 
ment as  you  are  the  other  trade  societies? — 
You  mean  the  Sunday  closing,  and  Saturday 
closing. 

108 1 0.  With  reference  to  these  Bills  ? — I know 
several  men  take  a deep  interest  in  getting  them 
passed,  seeing  the  good  the  Act  has  done ; men 
that  have  travelled  through  the  country  and  have 
seen  the  good  that  the  Act  is  doing. 

10811.  Have  you  got  the  resolution  which 
was  passed  by  your  society  ? — I have  it  not  here 
at  present,  but  I can  tell  you  the  general  terms  ; 
it  went  in  for  entire  closing  of  the  public-houses 
on  Sunday,  and  earlier  closing  on  the  Saturday  ; 
that  was  the  general  terms  of  the  resolution  ; it 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
was  carried  unanimously  at  a packed  meeting, 
open  to  everyone,  advertised  in  the  paper. 

10812.  Are  all  the  members  in  your  work- 
man’s club  teetotallers  ? — They  are. 

10813.  It  is  a temperance  organization? — 
Yes. 

10814.  You  do  not  sell  any  drink  there. 
Have  you  a license  ? — No. 

10815.  You  sell  no  drink  there  at  all? — We 
have  no  license  ; we  sell  no  drink  if  it  requires  a 
license. 

10816.  The  men  I suppose  belong  to  every 
religious  denomination  ? — Yes. 

10817.  Catholics  and  Protestants? — Yes,  any 
man  of  good  character. 

10818.  And  the  officials  of  the  society  are 
taken  without  respect  to  religion? — Without 
respect  to  religion  or  politics. 

10819.  You  have  no  fear  of  these  evils  that 
are  predicted  to  come  to  pass  upon  the 'passage 
of  these  measures  into  law  ? — No,  I have  not ; I 
have  noticed  the  working  of  the  Act  carefully  in 
the  country,  and  from  myJ  experience  of  it  I have 
not  the  slightest  fear. 

10820.  Is  there  any  analogy  whatever  between 
the  operation  of  the  Act  in  the  country,  and  its 
proposed  operation  in  big  places  like  Dublin  ? — 
There  are  large  towns  in  the  country,  such  as 
Drogheda.  I have  been  recently  in  Drogheda, 
it  is  a large  town. 

10821.  Have  you  seen  no  evils  arising  from 
Sunday  closing  in  these  large  towns? — No,  1 
have  seen  a great  deal  of  good. 

10822.  You  have  seen  no  home  drinking. 
Have  you  seen  any  illegal  drinking,  for  instance  ? 
— Only  a small  portion. 

Mr.  Peter  Me Donald. 

10823.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  club 
officially  ? — None  beyond  that  I am  appointed 
delegate  to  represent  them  here. 

10824.  Do  I understand  that  it  is  a working 
man’s  club  at  Wellington  Quay? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10825.  You  are  not  the  president  of  the  club 
or  the  secretary  ? — 1 am  their  delegate. 

10826.  Why  did  they  select  you  ? —They  had 
other  men  besides  me  ; I was  just  one. 

10827.  Are  you  on  the  Committee? — I am 
not. 

10828.  Nor  president  ? — No. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.  ■ 

10829.  You  have  been  on  the  committee  ? — 
Yes,  and  1 have  been  president  for  a while. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

10830.  You,  of  course,  have  had  great  experi- 
ence of  the  habits  of  the  working  classes  in 
Dublin? — Yes,  I am  a workman  myself. 

10831.  Have  you  had  experience  of  the 
drinking  habits  of  the  people? — I have.  I have 
been  reared  a workman  myself : I do  be  with 
them. 

10832.  Is  there  a temptation  for  working  men 
to  go  to  public-houses  because  they  are  open  on 
Sundays  ? — It  is  a temptation. 

10833.  Would  men  who  drink  on  Sundays, 
not  drink  at  all  if  the  public  houses  were  closed  ? 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

— I would  not  say  they  would  not  drink  at  all, 
but  they  would  not  drink  as  much  if  the  public- 
houses  were  closed.  They  might  drink  on  other 
days  of  the  week.  A man  who  does  drink 
might  drink  on  any  day  of  the  week,  but  he 
would  not  drink  to  the  same  extent.  These 
men  have  money  in  their  pockets  on  Saturdays, 
and  they  deprive  themselves  of  necessaries  which 
they  would  be  very  glad  of,  only  they  let  the 
money  go  for  drink. 

10834.  Is  there  a custom  among  the  working 
classes,  of  going  in  in  bodies  and  each  standing 
treat  allround? — Yes,  not  only  that,  but  there  is 
another  custom,  or  it  is  a habit  not  a custom, 
men  square  accounts  when  they  borrow  one  from 
another. 

10835.  Do  they  get  drink  when  they  settle 
their  accounts  ? — They  have  some. 

10836.  From  your  experience  you  strongly 
approve  of  closing  public-houses  on  Sundays  ? — 
Yes. 

10837.  Have  you  read  Mr.  Nannetti’s  evi- 
dence ? — I read  it  when  I was  going  to  work ; 
I read  it  quickly  through. 

10838.  He  represents  the  working  class,  does 
he  not  ? — He  is  a president  of  the  trades’  council 
at  present. 

10839.  You  are  a member  of  a trade  society, 
are  you  not? — Yes,  I am  a member  of  the  stone 
carvers. 

10840.  This  club  which  you  represent,  is  a 
working  men’s  club  ? — It  is  entirely  a working 
men’s  club. 

10841.  You  sell  no  intoxicating  drinks? — No. 

10842.  I suppose  you  have  members  of  that 
club  who  are  not  total  abstainers  ? — No,  all  our 
members  are  total  abstainers. 

10843.  Then  it  is  a temperance  club  ? — Yes. 

10844.  How  many  members  have  you  in  all  ? 
— Three  hundred  and  twenty-five  clear  on  the 
books  at  present,  but  that  does  not  represent  all 
our  members,  because  their  name  is  not  entered 
until  they  are  clear  and  a finishing  up  at  each 
quarter.  There  are  always  a hanging  ’lot. 

10845.  We  may  take  it  you  have  more  mem- 
bers than  325? — Yes,  there  is  something  over 
that. 

10846.  Respecting  Saturday  night,  can  you 
suggest  to  the  Committee  what  would  be  the 
proper  hour  on  Saturday  night?— Seven  o’clock 
I am  in  favour  of. 

10847.  You  do  not  think  that  would  be  an  in- 
convenience or  liai-dship  to  the  working  classes 
in  Dublin  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

10848.  Respecting  shebeening  and  home 
drinking,  are  you  not  afraid  that  the  closing  of 
public-houses  at  7 o’clock  on  Saturday  and  the 
whole  of  Sunday  might  lead  to  excess  of  shebeen- 
ing?— No,  I do  not  think  so. 

10849.  Have  you  read  any  of  the  evidence 
respecting  shebeening  which  has  been  brought 
before  this  Committee  ? — I have. 

10850.  Do  you  think  it  is  exaggerated? — I 
do. 

10851.  In  your  opinion  shebeening  does  not 
exist  to  the  extent  that  has  been  represented  ? — 
I think  it  is  very  largely  exaggerated. 

10852.  There  is  one  question  I want  to  ask 
you  about  home  drinking ; we  have  been  told  if 
the  public-houses  were  closed  on  Sunday  home 
drinking 
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drinking  would  increase  ; what  is  your  opinion  ? 
— My  opinion  is  quite  the  reverse,  going  to  the 
country  meeting  a lot  of  men.  Generally  when 
I am  on  a building  there  a>-e  a number,  and  I go 
about  with  them  and  I find  it  does  not  lead  to 
home  drinking,  I find  very  seldom  even  they 
bring  any  drink  at  all.  These  men  on  other 
occasions  might  drink  to  excess. 

10853.  Do  you  think  the  influence  of  the  wife 
and  children  would  be  a good  one  on  a man? — I 
do. 

10854.  Plainly  there  would  be  less  danger  to 
a man  and  his  wife  if  a man  drank  at  home  in- 
stead of  drinking  at  a public-house  ? — I do ; I 
think  the  wife  and  family  would  have  a restrain- 
ing influence  on  the  man. 

10855.  Do  you  think  as  a rule  a man  who  is 
fond  of  drink  and  brought  it  home  would  give  it 
to  his  wire  and  children? — I think  a man  who  is 
fond  of  drink  is  so  fond  of  it  that  he  will  spare  it 
to  no  one. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

10856.  I understand  your  club  is  a total  ab- 
staining club  ? — Yes. 

1085'.  You  would  admit  no  one  who  was  not 
a strict  teetotaler  ? — That  is  so. 

10858.  In  representing  the  opinions  of  this 
club  you  represent,  the  opinions  of  a body  of  tee- 
totallers?— Yes.  I also  represent  the  opinions 
of  a meeting  held  there,  with  the  hall  crowded, 
and  the  passages  and  bars  of  the  outside  coffee- 
room  ; I represent  the  opinions  of  that  meeting 
unanimously  passed. 

10859.  Who  were  admitted  to  that  meeting? — 
The  doors  were  thrown  open  ; it  was  advertised 
in  the  papers  that  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  ; 
there  was  no  restriction,  no  steward  at  the  door 
to  stop  people  ; everything  was  open. 

108G0.  How  many  do  you  think  there  were  ? 
— I have  seen  it  stated  that  there  were  600,  and 
I believe  there  were. 

10861.  You  said  just  now  you  considered  the 
idea  of  extending  shebeening  was  exaggerated? 
— I do. 

10862.  What  grounds  have  you  for  thinking 
so ; you  as  a teetotaler  are  not  likely  to  come 
among  shebeens?  — In  Cork  I heard  of  a lot  of  she- 
beening there.  1 was  working  there  with  a man 
who  said,  “ Come,  we  will  have  some  drink  ; ” I 
said,  “ We  will  have  some  difficulty  ; ” he  said, 
“ Not  the  least.”  I went  with  him,  and  I am 
certain  we  went  to  eight  or  nine  places  and  could 
not.  get  it.  I had  an  idea  it  could  not  be  got  so 
easy.  We  tried  eight  places. 

10863.  Did  he  succeed  at  last  ? — He  did  not. 

10864.  Your  experience  is  not  so  much  in 
Dublin  as  in  Cork  on  that  particular  point? — 
In  Dublin  too  ; my  home  is  in  Dublin,  and  I 
have  experience  there.  There  are  some  places, 
but  they  are  not  near  so  numerous  as  people 
represent  in  general. 

10865.  You  think  there  is  a great  deal  of 
drinking  goes  on  in  shebeen  places  that  do  exist? 
— No,  I do  not  think  there  is  a great  deal, 
because  they  have  to  be  watchful  of  the  police, 
and  that  they  do. not  allow  them  to  be  long  in. 
I have  been  questioning  them  very  closely,  and 
I find  they  are  hurried  in  and  hurried  out ; they 
0.67. 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued, 
are  not  allowed  to  have  more  than  one  drink 
or  so. 

10866.  Are  there  many  workmen’s  clubs  in 
Dublin?  — There  are  some;  there  are  three 
clubs,  I know,  called  under  the  name  of  work- 
men’s clubs,  and  there  are  other  clubs  not  exactly 
called  workmen’s  clubs. 

10867.  Are  there  any  of  those  clubs  at  which 
strong  drink  is  sold  ? — Yes. 

10868.  How  many  should  you  say  there  are 
of  that  sort  ? — I know  but  two.  One  is  a small 
affair,  called  the  Conservative  Workmen’s  Club; 
the  other  is  the  club  at  Wellington  Quay. 

10869.  You  do  not  apprehend  the  number  of 
clubs  would  be  increased  by  Sunday  closino-  ? — 
lhat  is  bogus  clubs.  These  are  working-men’s 
clubs  which  I am  referring  to. 

10870.  You  do  not  apprehend  the  increase  of 
clubs  for  the  purpose  of  drinking  ? — No,  I do 
not,  for  the  purpose  of  drinking. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

10871.  Is  it  a fact  that  in  Dublin  a great  many 
ai-tizans  are  unable  to  attend  work  on  Monday 
morning,  in  consequence  of  drinking  on  Sunday 
night  ? — I have  had  charge  of  works  myself,  and 
I know  that  a greater  amount  of  work  is  lost  on 
Monday  than  any  other  day. 

10S72.  They  lose  Monday  ? — Especially  the 
early  part  of  Monday. 

10873.  You  have  experience  of  the  country, 
and  you  have  been  in  charge  of  workmen  in  the 
country  in  large  towns  ? — Yes. 

10874.  In  which  the  public-houses  are  closed 
on  Sunday? — Yes. 

10875.  Did  you  notice  that  in  those  towns?— 
I notice  that  you  can  get  better  time  work  in 
country  towns  than  in  the  city. 

10876.  The  same  evil  does  not  exist  in  those 
large  towns  ? — No,  the  houses  are  closed. 

10877.  So  far  as  the  men  losing  Monday  ? — 
Yes,  there  is  always  larger  time  made  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  Lea. 

10878.  Did  you  know  the  country  districts 
before  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  came  into  opera- 
tion in  1878?— Yes,  I did. 

10879.  Did  you  notice  any  change  after  it? — 
The  part  I was  in  then  there  was  a great  change. 
I lived  some  distance  from  the  town,  and  a great 
lot  of  people  used  to  drive  into  the  town,  and 
coming  back  they  used  to  be  singing,  and  gene- 
rally disorderly.  Since  then  it  has  been  peace- 
able and  quiet,  a great  change  for  the  better. 

10880.  A great  improvement? — A great  im- 
provement. It  was  from  Phillipstown. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10881.  Do  you  consider  singing  very  dis- 
orderly ?•  — Singing  by  drunken  men  ; I may  not 
have  qualified  it  sufficiently. 

Mr.  Lea. 

10882.  You  come  in  contact  with  the  working 
classes  throughout  the  country  who  are  not 
teetotalers,  I believe? — Yes,  I do;  the  great 
majority. 

3 K . 10883.  What 
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Mr.  Lea — continued.  Mr.  Lea — continued. 

10883.  What  is  the  general  opinion  with  10885.  With  regard  to  total  Sunday  closing, 
regard  to  total  Sunday  closing  ? — Those  I have  you  gave  us  just  now  an  account  of  a large 
come  across,  especially  in  the  country  parts,  are  meeting  in  the  Phoenix  Park  ? — Yes. 
in  favour  of  the  Act.  10886.  Do  you  know  that  the  working  classes 

10884.  And  early  Saturday  night  closing? — are  as  favourably  inclined  to  Sunday  closing  now 
Early  Saturday  night  closing.  There  are  a as  they  were  some  years  ago  ? — Ido. 
great  number  that  may  differ  on  Sunday  closing  10887.  You  have  been  through  a great  many 
that  are  in  favour  of  early  Saturday  night  closing,  parts  of  Ireland,  and  I understood  you  that  you 
I can  hardly  find  anyone  that  is  not  in  favour  of  never  met  with  or  heard  of  a single  bogus  club  ? 
early  Saturday  night  closing.  — I have  no  knowledge  of  a single  bogus  club. 


Mr.  John  Robert  Ward 
Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10888.  You  have  been  in  the  police  force  ? — 
Yes. 

10889.  For  how  long? — Thirty  years. 

10890.  You  rose  from  the  ranks,  I believe  ? — 
Yes,  to  superintendent. 

Mr.  Jacohy. 

10891.  How  long  is  it  since  you  have  been  in 
the  police  force? — Five  years. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10892.  How  long  were  you  inspector? — Six- 
teen years,  and  eleven  superintendent ; and  three 
previously  to  my  inspectorship  as  drill  instructor 
and  sergeant  in  Dublin. 

10893.  In  head-quarters  ? — Yes,  in  depot ; 

1 was  examiner  for  all  ranks,  as  well  as  school- 
master. 

10894.  Your  experience  as  to  whether  a law 
can  or  cannot  be  carried  out  is  very  great  in 
Ireland  ? — Yes,  I think  so.  I was  instructor  for 
the  force ; I instructed  them  in  all  their  duties 
as  regards  Acts  of  Parliament. 

10895.  That  is  a very  important  position  in 
Ireland? — Yes,  it  was  in  my  time,  in  Dublin. 

10896.  You  require  to  have  a great  knowledge 
of  human  nature  in  your  position,  I believe? — 
Yes,  I learnt  a good  deal  of  human  nature  in  my 
position. 

10897.  You  compiled  a book,  did  you  not? — 

I did. 

10898.  What  was  the  object  of  this  book? — 
It  was  instructions  in  the  different  duties  of  the 
police  with  Acts  of  Parliament,  giving  them  all 
the  particular  portions  of  those  Acts  that  apper- 
tained to  their  duties. 

10899.  Was  this  book  adopted? — It  was. 

10900.  Officially? — Officially.  I was  directed 
to  compile  it  by  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police,  Mr.  O’ Farrell. 

10901.  In  the  districts  over  which  you  had 
superintending  powers  were  the  people  living 
en  masse  generally  ? — In  some  of  the  districts. 

10902.  Densely  populated  ? — Yes,  in  some  of 
them.  I had  charge  of  the  C Division  and  the 
D Division  of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police, 
which  took  in  all  the  north  side  of  the  city  of 
Dublin. 

10903.  In  the  course  of  examination  here,  some 
inspectors  and  superintendents  from  Dublin  and 
other  parts  of  the  country  have  stated  that  if 
they  got  additional  powers  they  could  put  down 
shebeening  and  illegal  drinking  without  in- 
creasing the  force? — These  are  all  country  in- 
spectors. 


, called  in ; and  Examined. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10904.  Mr.  Harrel  ? — I will  come  to  that  by- 
and-bye.  A great  number  of  them  were  the 
county  inspectors,  who  have  very  little  shebeen- 
ing, as  far  as  I could  learn,  throughout  the 
country. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10905.  Do  you  think  that  the  present  force 
in  Dublin  would  be  sufficient  to  cope  with  the 
existing  shebeening  in  Dublin? — I do  not,  and  I 
have  given  the  number  here  that  they  would 
require  to  keep  it  down,  that  is  to  say,  to 
thoroughly  get  rid  of  them  and  keep  them  down. 

10906.  How  many  do  you  say  ? — 300  men, 
for  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  District. 

10907.  If  there  was  any  extension  of  she- 
beening that  increase  would  not  be  sufficient  ? — 
It  is  believing  there  will  be  an  extension  that  I 
gave  that  number. 

10908.  Have  you  had  any  experience  with 
regard  to  shebeening  ? — Plenty  of  it. 

10909.  Would  you  mind  giving  us  some  of 
your  experience? — There  is  one  locality  in  the 
C Division  of  Police,  which  I think  is  notorious 
more  than  any  other  district  in  the  city  of  Dublin 
for  shebeening,  as  well  as  brothels  and  that  class 
of  house.  I had  to  do  with  that  class  of  house. 

Mr.  Jacohy. 

10910.  Do  shebeening  and  brothels  go  to- 
gether ? — Sometimes.  I hold  a shebeen  perfectly 
distinct. 

10911.  Is  it  not  generally  found  in  the  vicinity 
of  brothels? — No;  I know  where  there  are  she- 
beens where  there  are  no  brothels. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10912.  Does  the  C Division  cover  Mabbot and 
Montgomery  streel  s ? — Y es. 

10913.  You  would  admit  that  most  of  the 
shebeen  there  are  brotheis? — Many  of  them,  but 
not  all. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

10914.  I suppose  the  tenement  houses  afford 
ample  opportunity  for  carrying  out  the  shebeen 
system  ? — Yes. 

10915.  And  it  would  be  impossible  to  put  it 
down,  you  think  ? — Without  plenty  of  police,  and 
putting  them  specially  on  these  places.  At  the 
present  time  the  police  in  the  streets  only  work 
their  beats,  and  a man  might  be  working  a beat 
in  the  streets  for  nights  and  not  know  that  she- 
beening was  going  on,  except  he  was  sent  specially 
there. 

10916.  Would 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 

10916.  Would  it  occur  that  more  than  one 
shebeen  would  exist  in  a tenement  house  ?— Yes. 

1U917.  That  would  occur? — Yes. 

1U918.  And  they  assist  each  other  to  carry  it 
out? — Yes;  in  this  way  we  have  often  got  in- 
formation, by  intuition  or  information,  that 
drink  was  sold  in  a house,  or  something  of  that 
sort,  and  we  could  not  find  it  there,  and  we  dis- 
covered afterwards  that  the  drink  was  removed 
from  that  room  to  another  room  in  the  same 
house,  so  that  in  fact  it  took  a regular  course. 

10919.  You  think  the  police  could  not  cope 
with  that?— No,  they  could  not  cope  with  that. 

10920.  As  they  are  at  present  ? — No. 

10921.  Do  you  think  that  the  powers  asked 
for  would  be  sufficient  to  cope  with  this  evil  ? — 
There  is  one  thing  with  respect  to  having  for 
sale  and  keeping.  The  keeping,  if  it  were  en- 
tered into  by  enactment,  would  have  the  effect  of 
having  more  cases  made.  We  have  had  several 
times  cases  of  that  sort,  where  we  could  not  prove 
that  it  was  exposed  for  sale.  Kept  for  sale  and 
exposed  for  sale  would  meet  the  matter. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10922.  That  is,  you  found  the  liquor  but  you 
could  not  prove  the  sale? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 

10923.  It  would  simply  increase  the  number 
of  prosecutions,  and  not  have  the  effect  of  putt- 
ing down  the  system  of  shebeening  ? — If  we  were 
going  lo  prosecute  for  having,  not  for  exposing, 
then  it  might  have  an  effect. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

10924.  Of  stopping  the  shebeening  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10925.  You  must  have  great  experience  of 
publicans  and  public-houses  in  Dublin  ? — Yes, 
in  those  two  divisions. 

10926.  In  your  opinion,  is  the  trade  carried 
out  in  a respectable  manner  in  Dublin  ? — Most 
respectable. 

10927.  Do  you  think  the  existence  of  these 
public-houses  leads  to  any  more  serious  evil  of 
drunkenness? — No,  I believe  houses  that  are 
properly  conducted  tend  more  to  save  a certain 
class  of  people  from  drinking  than  if  they  were 
closed. 

10928.  Most  of  the  men  you  know  engaged  in 
the  traffic  would  decline  to  supply  a man  under 
the  influence  of  drink  ? — Yes. 


Mr,  Jacoby. 

1 0929.  Do  you  know  many  of  the  men  ? — In 
those  two  divisions,  as  superintendent,  I had  to 
know  them  all. 

10930.  Personally  ? — No,  very  nearly. 

10931,  Only  as  you  came  in  contact  with 
them? — Yes,  at  the  licensing  sessions,  transfers, 
&c.  I had  to  see  them.  I saw  them  when  they 
were  renewing  the  license  or  transferring  it. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10932.  You  consider  a respectably  conducted 
public-house  is  a safeguard  against  intempe- 
rance ? — Yes,  when  we  consider  what  takes  place 
alter  the  public-houses  are  closed,  and  drawing 
conclusions  from  the  way  they  have  been  kept 


Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued. 


in  the  public-house,  and  the  description  of  drunk- 
enness that  arises  out  of  drinking  after  public- 
houses  are  closed. 

10933.  Did  it  ever  come  under  your  experi- 
ence that  a publican  was  prosecuted  Cor  giving 
drink  to  excess  to  anybody? — I have  no  recol- 
lection of  a publican  being  prosecuted  for  that 
offence,  but  1 have  a knowledge  of  publicans  and 
their  assistants  being  prosecuted  for  being  too 
energetic  in  putting  out  fellows  that  had  taken 
drink  and  asked  for  more. 

10934.  Has  it  come  to  your  knowledge  that 
very  bad  drink  is  sold  in  these  shebeens  ? — I 
know  it. 

1U935.  A sort  of  deleterious  stuff? — It  is  one 
of  these  things  that  you  cannot  call  drink.  It 
boils  up  when  spilled  out ; you  see  it  boiling  on 
the  floor.  I have  heard  of  persons  getting  drunk 
(four  or  five  persons)  for  4 d.  worth  of  this  stuff ; 
of  people  taking  it  and  getting  enough  drink  for 
4 d.  to  make  them  all  drunk. 

10936.  And  on  the  contrary  you  are  aware 
that  good  wholesome  liquor  is  sold  by  the  Dublin 
publicans? — I never  heard  anything  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

10937.  Have  you  had  any  cases  of  adulteration 
brought  under  your  notice? — No. 

10938.  During  your  30  years’  experience  have 
you  had  occasion  to  summon  anybody  ? — I had. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 


10939.  Do  you  think  that  a curtailment  of  the 
hou^s  on  Saturday  night,  or  the  extension  of 
the  present  Act  to  Dublin,  would  lead  to  the 
increase  of  shebeening? — That  is  my  opinion, 

10940.  Founded  upon  your  experience? — 
Yes. 

10941.  Do  you  think  it  would  lead  to  much 
club  drinking? — I do  not  know  much  about  the 
clubs;  I have  only  heard  about  them,  but  I do 
not  know  much  of  them  of  my  own  knowledge. 
I have  heard  there  was  drinking  carried  on  in 
these  places,  but  that  is  only  hearsay.  I can  only 
give  it  for  what  it  is  worth. 

10942.  Do  you  know  the  habits  of  the  people  ? 
— I think  so. 

10943.  Do  you  think  it  would  lead  to  home 
drinking  to  any  great  extent? — Yes,  amongst  the 
class  of  persons  that  get  drunk  I do.  I have  heard 
a lot  spoken  about  demoralisation  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing.  That  cannot  refer  to  where  there 
are  respectable  people;  but  I do  say  that  the 
demoralisation  takes  place  in  certain  classes  of 
people,  and  even  among  the  more  respectable- 
persons. 


Mr.  Jacoby. 

10944.  Where  the  fathers  are  professed 
drunkards? — I will  not  go  so  far  as  “ professed 
drunkards.’’ 

10945.  Habitual  drunkards? — That  is  much 
the  same  thing  in  the  police.  I include  women 
as  well  as  men. 

10946.  When  he  gets  occasionally  drunk? — 
Yes.  I believe  there  is  home  drinking  amongst 
that  class  of  persons. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 


10947.  You  must  have  been  able  to  observe 
the  people  on  Saturday  evenings,  whether  they 
drink  much,  and  whether  they  do  their  marketing 
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Mr.  John  O'Connor — continued, 
on  Saturday ; can  you  give  us  your  opinion  on 
the  matter? — I know  that  marketing  takes  place 
very  often  up  to  12  o’clock  p.m.  1 have  seen  them 
in  several  of  the  streets ; (j-eorge’s-street  is  one  of 
our  principal  streets,  and  Earl-street  also ; I have 
seen  them  open  till  12  o’clock ; Moore-street,  the 
markets  all  keep  open. 

10948.  Is  that  the  case  sometimes  with  people 
paid  on  Friday  and  early  on  Saturday  ? — I 
could  not  discern  between  the  Fridays  and  the 
Saturdays,  but  I believe  that  even  when  paid 
on  Friday  they  will  not  market  until  Saturday, 
because  it  is  looked  upon  as  a sort  of  holiday  ; 
work  ceases  and  to-morrow  will  be  a holy  (lay, 
and  then  they  do  not  care  if  they  go  out  a little 
while  to  see  the  gas  in  the  streets  and  the  groups 
of  people. 

10949.  A sort  of  recreation? — Yes. 

10950.  And  the  men  and  women  go  to  market 
together  very  often  ? — Yes,  sometimes,  but  not 
as  a rule.  I have  seen  some  queer  cases  of  women 
making  their  husbands  go  into  public-houses, 
some  of  a certain  class  which  as  I said  will  drink 
in  the  houses  at.  home. 

10951.  Shopkeepers  usually  display  their 
goods  on  that  night  to  great  advantage  ? —Yes. 

10952.  They  give  bargains  on  Saturday  night? 
— Yes.  In  some  streets  you  see  them  as  busy  as 
possible  up  to  12  o’clock  p.m. 

1C953.  It  would  be  an  inconvenience  to  these 
people  to  close  the  public-houses  at  an  earlier 
hour  on  Saturday  ?— I think  so  ; that  is  my  firm 
opinion,  not  to  speak  of  the  danger  of  resorting 
to  shebeens. 

10954.  Would  the  difficulty  of  coping  with 
shebeening' on  Saturday  night  be  any  greater 
than  coping  with  it  on  Sunday  ?— Saturday  night 
is  the  worst  night  of  any. 

10955.  The  "police  would  find  it  impossible  to 
cope  with  shebeening  on  Saturday  night?— As  far 
as  that  is  concerned  there  are  as  many  policemen 
on  the  Saturday  night,  and  no.  more  than  there 
are  on  the  Sunday.  There  might  be  additional 
ones  along  the  streets,  but  we  never  had  more 
men  except  something  particular  were  to  arise, 
and  then,  of  course,  we  increased  the  numbers. 

10956.  If  the  Sunday  Closing  Act.  be  ex- 
tended to  Dublin,  and  the  Saturday  Night  Act 
passes,  what,  in  your  opinion,  will  be  the  result 
for  a little  time  after  we  have  had  time  to  see  ? — 
That  is  what  I believe  the  extra  police  will  be 
wanted  for.  Now,  we  have  188  shebeens  in. 
Dublin,  I see  that  given  in  evidence  here.  If 
they  increase,  and  it  is  hard  to  keep  down  188, 
the  300  men  would  be  necessary  to  do  it. 

10957.  Do  you  think  they  would  be  obliged 
to  repeal  the  Acts  in  time  ? — I do  not  think  it 
(the  Act)  would  work  ; I do  not  know  what  you 
would  do.  I think  it  will  be  a very. nice  question 
to  say  if  you  can  deal  with  shebeening  or  not. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

10958.  You  have  formed  no  decided  opinion 
on  it  ? — I could  not  form  an  opinion. 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

- 10959.  We  have  had  a great  many  statistics 

here  from  police  officers  in  Dublin  ; what  is  your 
opinion  about  these  statistics  ; how  are  they  made 
up  ? — Which  statistics? 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor  — continued. 

10960.  The  statistics  of  drunkenness  ? — I have 
no  statistics  with  me  ; I knew  them  pretty  well 
when  I had  to  read  them,  but  L know  as  regards 
drunkenness  that  we  had  some  figures  of  drunk- 
enness given  which  contained  men  and  women 
too;  they  were  over  and  over  again  put  down  as 
being  drunkards,  and  they  were  all  repeated  as  if 
they  were  new  people. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

10961.  They  were  the  same  offenders? — Yes. 


Mr.  John  O'Connor. 

10962.  Habitual  drunkards? — Yes,  that  is 
our  name,  and  they  have  beer,  repeated  over  and 
over  again  in  some  of  the  returns.  I do  not 
know  of  any  returns  except  what  I have  seen 
myself. 

10963.  How  often  would  these  people  be 
arrested  in  the  year  ? — I have  had  some  arrests 
three  times  a week ; there  was  one  woman  I 
knew,  I do  not  believe  she  was  ever  out  one 
day ; I think  she  was  seven  days  in  the  week  in 
prison. 

10964.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to 
public  opinion  in  Dublin  on  these  two  measures 
which  we  are  investigating? — I can  only  go 
limitedly,  but  as  far  as  my  opinion  is  concerned, 
the  people  are  against  the  closing ; the  people  I 
mix  amongst  now  say  that  they  think  it  will 
have  the  effect  that  I say  in  my  opinion  it  will 
have.  There  are  numbers  of  people,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  that  will  say  that  they  think  the 
houses  should  be  shut  on  Sunday,  and  I have 
known  that  to  come  from  people  that  have  been 
drunk  on  Saturday  night,  and  who  on  Monday 
morning  took  the  pledge,  and  then  would  go  into 
the  public-house  the  very  first  time  they  had  an 
opportunity. 

10965.  How  are  the  newspapers  affected  to- 
wards this  question  ? — I have  here  a copy  of  the 
“ Freeman it  is  a journal  which  is  considered 
to  be  the  most  popular  paper  in  Dublin,  and 
there  is  an  aiticle  here  about  it. 

10966.  A leading  article? — Yes. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

10967.  What  is  the  date  of  the  paper? — The 
10th  of  May,  this  year. 


Mr.  John  O'  Connor. 


10968.  That  was  on  the  subject  of  closing 
public-houses? — Yes. 

10969.  The  “Freeman”  represents  the  views 
of  the  public  generally  on  most  subjects? — Yes. 

10970.  I suppose  it  does  not  write  much  rub- 
bish on  social  questions? — The  “Freeman”  never 


writes  rubbish. 

1097 1.  Taking  into  account  that  all  newspapers 
write  a little,  we  will  take  that  as  read ; have 
you  watched  the  working  of  the  Act  in  country 
districts ; do  you  think  the  total  closing  works 
well  in  country  districts;  have  you  any  expe- 
rience of  that? — The  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police 
takes  in  some  country  districts  ; some  of  these  I 

cannot  speak  for.  

10972.  They 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10972.  They  are  not-  closed ; in  the  Metro- 
politan Police  district  the  country  houses  are  not 
closed  ? — They  are  not  closed,  except  in  certain 
places  where  earlier  hours  are  used. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

10973.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the 
working  in  Ireland,  elsewhere  than  in  Dublin? — 
Ho. 

Mi’.  Jacoby . 

10974.  You  left  the  police  force  five  years 
ago  : I suppose  you  retired  ?—  On  full  pay,  with 
a letter  complimenting  me  from  Earl  Spencer. 

10975.  Have  you  any  connection  directly  or 
indirectly  with  the  liquor  trade  ? — None ; I was 
never  in  business  of  any  sort. 

10976.  No  relations  in  the  trade  ? — No. 

10977.  Your  experience  has  been  confined  to 
the  city  of  Dublin? — Yes,  and  some  suburbs. 

10978.  Do  you  recollect  the  condition  of  things 
when  there ; was  all  the  trouble  going  on  in  Ire- 
land V— Yes,  I had  a lot  to  do  with  it. 

10979.  Did  you  find  the  people  drink  as  much 
then  as  they  do  now? — Yes,  there  were  certain 
periods,  when,  for  reasons  I could  not  readily 
understand,  we  had  less  drinking  at  night ; that 
is  in  what  we  call  the  troublous  times  in  Dublin, 
the  time  of  the  Invincibles  and  the  Fenians. 

10980.  You  said  you  were  afraid  that  Sunday 
closing  would  result  in  an  increase  of  shebeening? 
— Yes. 

10981.  And  that  is  formed  simply,  I suppose, 
on  hypothetical  opinion  ? — Having  188  houses, 
shebeens,  that  is  no  hypothesis ; that  is  a fact,  as 
stated. 

10P82.  Are  those  more  or  less  brothels ; how 
many  brothels  are  there  in  Dublin  ? — I could  not 
answer. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

10983.  The  police  returns  give  it? — I did  not 
come  fortified  with  statistics. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

10984.  Have  you  any  experience  ? — No,  and  I 
would  not  give  it  unless  it  was  correct. 

10985.  You  have  had  practical  experience  in 
the  force,  and  it  has  been  suggested  here,  that 
with  fuller  powers  given  to  authorities,  shebeen- 
ing might  be  stamped  out.  Do  you  think  that 
is  possible? — I do. 

10986.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  what 
powers  you  would  give  to  stamp  out  shebeening? 
— The  first  thing  would  be  the  increase  of  police. 

10987.  Then  what  would  you  do? — And  to 
tell  men  specially  olf  to  watch  houses.  Of  course 
our  serjeants,  and  men  too,  have  a certain  juris- 
diction in  that,  but  still  they  are  on  the  beat,  and 
they  cannot  pay  the  same  attention  to  these 
houses  as  they  would  if  they  were  specially  told 
off  for  that  particular  duty. 

10988.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  do  ? 
— Certainly ; I give  that  suggestion  as  to  keeping 
for  sale. 

10989.  You  would  consider  that  an  offence  ? — 
Yes. 

10990.  You  think  if  this  was  done,  it  would 
practically  stop  shebeening  ? — Yes. 

10991.  Consequently,  if  this  law  was  passed, 
closing  public-houses  on  Sunday,  shebeening 
would  not  exist? — Yes. 

0.67. 


Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

10992.  Could  it  exist? — If  they  were  kept 
down. 

10993.  If  you  are  going  to  make  a law  respect- 
ing shebeening  so  drastic  that  you  cm  put  it 
down,  and  you  can  force  the  authorities  to  deal 
with  it  efficiently,  could  there  be  any  increase  of 
it  if  public-houses  were  closed  on  Sunday? — 
Will  you  allow  me  to  explain.  Supposing  we 
knew  where  the  188  night  houses  were,  we  could 
put  them  down  very  easily. 

10994.  I draw  a distinction  between  a brothel, 
or  a house  of  ill-fame,  and  a shebeen.  You 
spoke  of  188  night  houses.  The  majority  ot 
those  houses  would  be  houses  of  ill-fame  ? — No, 
I do  not  think  the  majority  would. 

10995.  I Iona  fide  shebeens? — Yes,  and  in 
districts  where  there  are  no  brothels  at  all ; as  I 
was  going  to  say,  supposing  you  put  down  those 
188,  they  will  spring  up  in  every  other  direction, 
because  we  hunt  those  people,  but  they  are  soon 
substituted. 

10996.  That  is  under  the  present  system,  but 
with  a law  framed  to  deal  practically  with  she- 
beening, with  the  powers  you  have  described  to 
the  Committee,  do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  she- 
beening would  still  go  on  increasing? — I do,  I 
mean  to  say  it  will  go  on. 

10997.  What  hour  would  you  close  on  Satur- 
day night?— As  I said  before,  I would  just  leave 
the  licenses  as  they  are  at  present. 

10998.  You  would  close  at  11  o’clock?  — 
Yes. 

10999.  You  do  not  think  it  would  be  any 
advantage  to  close  at  nine  ? — I do  not. 

11000.  Would  it  be  a hardship  on  any  special 
class? — Yes,  poor  people  that  go  to  market  at 
10  o’clock,  or  later. 

11001.  What  class  of  people? — What  you 
would  call  a respectable  class  of  the  lower 
order. 

11002.  Why  do  they  go  at  10  o’clock  at  night? 
— As  I said  before,  they  are  not  able  to  go  sooner, 
and  they  make  Saturday  night  a sort  of  pro- 
menade night. 

11003.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  majority  of 
those  people  have  a holiday  on  Saturday  ? — Even 
so,  that  will  not  make  a difference. 

11004.  Is  that  the  fact  or  not? — Yes,  it  is  a 
fact. 

11005.  They  are  paid  on  the  Friday  or  paid  at 
two  o’clock  on  the  Saturday  ? — Yes,  not  always, 
partially. 

11006.  That  is  so,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

11007.  Consequently  it  would  be  no  incon- 
venience to  them  to  go  earlier? — No,  but  they 
will  not  go. 

11008.  Respecting  Sunday  closing,  supposing 
public-houses  were  opened  frotn  two  to  five 
instead  of  from  two  to  seven,  would  that  cause 
any  serious  inconvenience  on  Sunday  ? — It  would 
deprive  those  of  having  their  drink  that  were 
never  drunk  perhaps,  and  another  tiling  that  even 
if  you  close  the  public-houses  at  five  o’clock  on 
Sunday,  I do  not  see  that  it  will  lessen  drinking 
in  the  least  from  what  it  would  be  if  they  kept  open 
to  seven. 

11009.  From  your  point  of  view,  if  the  people 
could  get  as  much  drink  as  they  want  from  two 
to  five,  it  is  no  hardship  either  on  the  publican 
or  the  classes  who  use  the  public-house  that  it 
should  be  closed  at  five  instead  of  seven? — 

3 K 3 There 
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Mr.  Jacoby — continued. 

There  is  a great  difference  in  persons  drinking, 
say,  five  or  six  pints  of  porter,  to  be  drunk  in 
five  hours ; the  thing  is  spread  over  the  hours, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  there  is  not  so  much 
chance  for  drunkenness  as  there  would  be  if  the 
time  were  shortened  to  three  hours. 

11010.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  believe, 
in  the  interests  of  the  moral  welfare  of  the  people 
of  Dublin,  it  is  desirable  to  have  public-houses 
open  until  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday  night  ? — 
Yes. 

11011.  And  from  two  to  seveu  on  Sundays? 
— Ye«. 

11012.  And  speaking  in  the  position  of  having 
once  occupied  a leading  position  in  the  police 
force  in  Dublin,  you  still  adhere  to  that  opinion  ? 
— I will  not  speak  for  the  police  force,  I speak 
for  myself. 

11013.  You  have  had  large  experience? — 
Yes. 

11014.  I do  not  want  your  individual  opinion; 
I want  the  opinion  you  have  formed  in  your 
official  capacity  as  a leading  official  connected 
with  the  police  in  Dublin? — 1 am  giving  you 
my  experience  now  as  I gave  it  before,  and  my 
belief  wa>,  and  is,  that  if  the  houses  were  closed 
earlier  it  would  give  greater  impetus  for  people 
to  get  drunk  on  the  most  deleterious  stuff,  that 
I explained. 

11015.  Where  would  they  get  drunk? — In 
night  houses  and  brothels. 

11016.  We  are  going  to  suppress  those  houses 
by  the  legislation  you  have  mentioned  ? — I would 
not  like  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  subject  until 
they  are  put  down,  and  kept  down. 

11017.  Then  am  1 to  understand  you  do  not 
believe  there  would  be  any  moral  improvement 
of 'the  people  of  Dublin  by  a reduction  of  hours  on 
Saturday  or  Sunday,  or  a total  closing  on  Sunday 
and  a reduction  on  Saturday  ? — I do  not.  Will  you 
allow  me  to  explain  that  Dublin  is  not  a city  of 
drunkards,  but  this  is  the  way  it  is:  that  the 
drink  taken  between  the  hours  of  closing  and, 
we  will  say,  four  or  five  in  the  morning  (1  am 
taking  it,  of  course,  that  shebeens  are  open)  has 
more  effect  on  the  people  that  drink  it  than  if 
they  were  drinking  in  public-houses  night  after 
night.  It  leaves  them  unfit  for  their  work.  It 
is  that  kind  of  drink  workmen  and  artisans  go  for 
when  they  are  shut  out  of  proper  public-houses. 
They  go  to  these  places,  and  that  is  the  cause  of 
their  not  being  able  to  attend  to  their  work  next 
morning,  which  they  otherwise  would  had  they 
taken  good  drink. 

11018.  What  proportion  of  drunkards  go  to 
shebeens  ? — I could  not  say. 

Y1Q19.  What  proportion  go  to  the  shebeen  ? — 
Give  me  the  number,  and  I can  get  over  the 
proportion.  They  swell  this  return  of  drunkards 
to  an  enormous  extent. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

11020.  You  have  been  acquainted  with  Dublin 
for  a great  many  years  ? — Thirty. 

11021.  Have  you  found  any  tendency  to  im- 
prove in  the  general  habits  of  the  inhabitants 
during  that  time  ; do  you  think  there  is  an  im- 
provement now  to  what  it  was  ? — I cannot  draw 
a line  between  what  they  were  30  years  ago 
and  now. 


Mr.  Tomlinson — continued. 

11022.  You  have  not  noticed  any  gradual  im- 
provement?— No;  statistics  may  show  it,  but  I 
can’t  see  it. 

11023.  Some  witnesses  have  said  that  there 
has  been  ? — I cannot  see  it. 

11024.  What  proportion  of  the  population  of 
Dublin  do  you  think  are  habitual  drunkards  ! — I 
could  not  give  you  the  proportion.  The  habitual 
drunkards  are  not  very  much  of  the  population; 
it  is  given  in  the  statistics;  I have  not  any 
with  me. 

11025.  Have  you  ever  become  acquainted 
with  what  are  called  bogus  clubs  ? — No ; what  I 
believe  to  be  such  were  not  in  my  time.  There 
was  one,  and  I heard  very  bad  reports  about  ii ; 
it  has  gone  away  out  of  where  it  had  been. 

Mr.  Lea. 

11026.  You  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
bogus  club  existing  ? — No. 

11027.  No  occasion  for  them? — If  you  want 
decent  drink  you  can  have  it  without  going  to  a 
club. 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 

11028.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the 
bond  fide  traveller  question  ? — Yes,  I have  had  a 
place  of  the  sort  in  my  district. 

11029,  Do  you  think  the  present  system 
works  satisfactorily? — I know  there  is  a little 
laxity  in  the  thing ; but  as  to  talking  of  seven 
miles  or  ten  miles,  I put  it  down  as  vetoing  the 
traveller  altogether.  1 would  sooner  either  do 
away  with  it  or  leave  the  three  miles  as  a proper 
distance  from  Dublin.  It  may  be  faulty  ; I dare- 
say it  is ; I have  no  proof  that  it  is,  but  I think 
with  the  seven  miles,  or  the  10  miles,  you  might 
just  as  well  write  it  out  altogether. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

11030.  You  have  no  personal  experience  of 
the  bond  fide  traveller  question? — No;  these 
places  are  outside  the  district  generally. 

Mr.  Tuite. 

11031.  I think  you  said  you  were  not  aware 
of  a publican  being  summoned  for  giving  a 
man  drink  ?— N o. 

11032.  Do  you  not  think  it  discloses  a great 
deal  of  inactivity  on  the  part  of  the  police  ? — I 
cannot  say ; it  might  show  a great  deal  of  pro- 
priety of  the  publican  in  not  having  such  a case 
to  be  tried. 

11033.  How  do  they  get  drunk? — They  get 
drunk  by  taking  drink. 

11034.  Some  publican  must  give  them  drink? 
— Drunkenness  is  a definition  of  a policeman.  A 
man  may  be  pretty  well  screwed,  and  have 
taken  very  little  drink,  and  vice  versa. 

11035.  You  have  often  seen  a man  come 
rolling  drunk  from  a house  ? — If  I did  I would 
have  taken  cognisance  of  it,  and  I never  did. 

11036.  Did  you  never  hear  of  it? — Yes. 

11037.  Does  it  not  frequently  happen  that 
great  disorder  takes  place  in  public-houses  ? — 
Yes,  and  so  much  so  that  proprietors  and  their 
men  are  often  brought  before  the  magistrates 
for  acting  too  energetically  in  putting  persons 
out  who  demand  drink. 

11038.  What  does  that  arise  lrorn? — Fellows 
come 
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Mr.  Tuite — continued. 

come  to  look  for  drink,  and  when  they  come  to 
the  counter  they  kick  up  a row. 

11039.  That  does  not  arise  in  your  opinion 
from  a person  having  got  too  much  drink  ? — Of 
course  it  does.  That  disorder  arises  because  it 
is  disorderly  conduct  they  are  charged  with  for 
not  leaving  the  public-house  when  refused  drink. 

11040.  Do  you  not  think  the  publican  is  in  a 
large  degree  responsible  for  having  given  them 
too  much  drink  ? — I can  only  speak  of  what 
came  under  my  own  knowledge.  I will  not  say 
anything  about  how  a man  got  drunk.  He  might 
have  got  drunk  in  a cellar  and  gone  in  for  more  ; 
in  my  knowledge  of  two  divisions  I never  had  a 
prosecution  of  a publican  for  giving  drink  to  a 
drunken  man. 

Mr.  Biggar. 

11041.  This  is  a case  in  which  the  police  do 
not  interest  themselves  very  much? — I have 
heard  remarks  made  on  the  police  not  looking 
after  parties  giving  drink  to  drunken  persons,  and 
we  had  special  orders  about  it  in  my  time. 

Mr.  Lea. 

11042.  I think  you  were  the  instructor  of 
police  chiefly  in  your  time ; were  you  ever 
stationed  in  country  districts  ?-  -No,  I never  left 
the  depdt  until  I came  out  as  inspector. 

11043.  You  have  no  experience  of  the  working 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  the  country 
districts  ? — No. 

11044.  If  the  evidence  before  this  Committee 
were  to  say  the  Act  had  been  of  great  benefit  in 
the  country  districts,  you  have  no  experience  to 
contradict  it  ? — No,  I purely  belong  to  what  were 
called  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Districts. 

11045.  Just  now  you  said  there  was  a large 
number  of  shebeens,  and  a great  deal  of  drinking 
in  shebeens ; where  does  that  drink  come  from  l 
— That  is  one  of  the  difficulties  we  never  could 
find  out.  When  we  did  seize  upon  porter  the 
bottles  were  always  unlabelled.  That  is  the  very 
thing  we  looked  at  in  the  first  instance  Avhen  we 
found  this  porter,  so  that  we  could  take  steps 
afterwards,  but  we  never  could  find  these  labels. 

11046.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  it  came  from 
public-houses  ? — There  were  cases  of  where 
we  got  half  barrels  of  porter ; they  might  have 
bottled  out  of  them ; I could  not  tell  where  those 
half-barrels  came  from. 

11047.  You  had  no  suspicion? — We  had  a 
suspicion,  but,  of  course,  it  was  only  a suspicion. 

11048.  You  did  not  know  that  it  came  from 
public- houses  ? — N o. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 

11049.  When  a police  officer  comes  over  to  a 
Committee  of  either  House  of  Parliament  to  give 
evidence  on  a matter  such  as  this  is  it  usual  for 
him  to  consult  his  officers  as  to  the  facts  he  is 
going  to  bring  before  that  Committee  ? — Yes,  if 
he  were  in  the  service. 

11050.  Did  you  serve  under  Captain  Talbot? 
—Yes. 

11051.  Are  you  aware  that  he  gave  evidence 
before  a Committee  of  this  House  in  1877? — 
Yes. 

11052.  Are  you  aware  that  at  Question  302  he 
said,  “ I should  strongly  recommend  the  closing 
0.67. 


Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell — continued, 
of  public  houses  on  Saturday  nights  at  an  earlier 
hour did  Captain  Talbot,  in  the  year  1877,  give 
that  as  his  own  individual  opinion,  or  had  he 
consulted  with  officers? — He  consulted  the  officers 
to  a certain  extent. 

11053.  And  they  were  of  that  opinion  too? — 
All  except  myself,  I believe. 

11054.  Do  you  know  Chief  Superintendent 
Carr,  who  was  in  office  then  ? — Yes. 

11055.  Are  you  aware  that  lie  gave  evidence 
before  the  same  Committee  ? — Yes. 

11056.  In  the  same  direction? — Really,  I do 
not  know  the  direction  he  gave  it  in. 

11057.  You  do  not  dispute  it  at  all  ? — No,  I do 
not  dispute  it. 

11058.  It  is  Question  1016  : “ I think  that  if 
the  hours  were  curtailed  on  Saturday  it  would 
have  a good  effect.”  Your  evidence  is  this,  that 
Captain  Talbot  and  all  the  officers  of  police  with 
the  single  exception  of  yourself,  in  1877,  were 
in  favour  of  early  closing  on  Saturday  night? — I 
do  not  know  that  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I 
believe  I was  the  only  exception. 

11059.  I thought  you  said  so,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  yourself? — I only  heard  that,  and  I heard 
of  that  afterwards. 

11060.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Harrel  has 
been  examined  here  this  year  ? — Y es. 

11061.  And  we  may  assume  that  Mr.  Harrel 
has  the  authority  of  his  officers,  and  he  is  in 
favour  of  earlier  Saturday  closing,  and  something 
further  on  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

11062.  Are  you  prepared  to  set  up  your 
opinion  as  against  the  opinion  of  men  engaged  in 
the  force  now  ? — I am  prepared  to  put  my  prac- 
tical opinion  against  anyone  in  the  police,  in- 
cluding Mr.  Harrel,  for  whom  I have  a great 
respect.  I have  had  as  much  practical  experi- 
ence a3  any  of  the  present  superintendents,  with 
one  exception.  I express  my  own  opinions,  and 
I hold  by  them. 

1 1063.  You  had  charge  of  this  “ C Division  ? 
—And  “ D.” 

11064.  You  recollect  at  times  if  any  charges 
were  brought  against  inspectors  and  officials, 
regarding  the  enforcement  of  these  licensing 
laws  publicly  made,  they  were  reported. 
You  remember  a report  in  the  “Freeman^ 
Journal  ” of  six  columns  long  ? — Will  you  tell  me 
the  nature  of  the  report  ? 

11065.  Do  you  remember  a time  when  the 
Chief  Commissioner  for  Police  refused  to  receive 
a deputation  to  lay  a charge  before  him  ? — I do 
not  know. 

11066.  In  1877  he  refused,  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  received  that  deputation.  Do  you 
remember  that  ? — I heard  something  of  that. 

1 1067.  What  was  the  nature  of  these  charges? 
— I do  not  know. 

11068.  Was  not  the  nature  of  the  charges  this, 
that  the  inspectors  of  the  police  and  the  officials 
of  the  police  were  charged  with  deliberate  con- 
nivance at  the  breach  of  these  laws? — Yes,  I 
heard  something  to  that  effect. 

11069.  What  was  the  result  of  that  deputation 
to  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach ; you  were  an  officer? 
— I think  one  of  the  results  was,  that  Colonel 
Lake  left  the  service  shortly  afterwards,  because 
he  did  not  believe  the  charge  made,  and  did  not 
like  the  way  the  charges  were  put. 

3k  4 11070.  And 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Russell— continued. 

11070.  And  a new  Commission  was  appointed  ? 
— A new  Commissioner  was  appointed. 

11071.  The  Chief  Secretary  believed  it; 
what  was  the  result  afterwards ; were  there  not 
men  removed  from  one  district  to  another,  officers 
and  police  ? — Yes,  there  were. 

11072.  Why  were  they  removed?  — I could 
not  tell  you  that. 

11073.  Was  it  not  because  the  Chief  Secretary 
believed  the  charges  which  were  made  ? — I do 
not  know  that.  I did  not  hear  what  the  Chief 
Secretary  said  on  the  subject,  and  consequently 
I cannot  say  on  what  account  it  was. 

Mr.  Jacoby. 

11074.  You  are  aware  what  he  said? — Yes, 
but  I cannot  tell,  as  these  things  are  put  in  the 
orders,  and  all  I can  see  is  so-and-so  is  removed 
for  so-and-so,  and  we  had  not  that. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

11075.  After  this  deputation  of  the  citizens  of 
Dublin  complaining  of  the  connivance  of  the 
police  with  the  drinking,  and  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner left  the  service,  and  the  inspectors  and 
serjeants  were  moved  to  another  district,  was 
there  not  a great  improvement? — In  what 
respect? 

11076.  With  I'egard  to  the  spirit  grocers  ? — 
That  is  a different  thing ; I am  speaking  of  the 
licensing  laws. 

11077.  I am  speaking  of  spirit  grocers.  Was 
there  not  a great  change  in  the  spirit  grocers  ? — 
Yes.  __ 

11078.  Had  not  lliey  systematically  violated 
the  law  with  impunity  so  far  as  the  police  was 
concerned  ?— There  was  a laxity  about  the 
grocers’  business. 

11079.  There  was  a laxity,  and  that  laxity 
ceased  ?• — I know  there  was  a great  number  of 
prosecutions ; I must  honestly  tell  you  that. 

11080.  I must  take  the  beerhouses;  was  that 
the  same  thing? — Yes. 

11081.  Do  you  expect  that  charges  having  been 
established  against  the  police  that  they  can  come 


Mr.  T.  W.  Russell — continued, 
here  expecting  me  at  all  events  to  believe  that 
the  licensing  laws  could  not  be  enforced  ? — I do 
not  say  the  laws  could  not  be  enforced ; I say 
they  could  if  you  get  the  number  of  police  to  do 
it,  and  keep  them  thoroughlj'  up  to  it. 

11082.  Was  not  the  result  of  that  agitation 
that  men  were  specially  told  off  for  this  object  ? — 
For  grocers. 

11083.  For  night-house  work  and  everything 
else,  for  detection  of  illicit  work  ? — Yes. 

11084.  And  grocers  too,  they  were  specially 
told  off  for  that  ? — The  results  have  been  better 
for  that. 

11085.  And  will  be  as  regards  shebeen  houses. 
Your  case  is  this:  that  it  is  not  a matter  of 
possibility  of  doing  it;  it  is  a matter  of  machinery  ? 
— Machinery  constantly  kept  going. 

11086.  Touching  the  fact  that  the  honourable 
Member  for  Westmeath  referred  to,  that  there 
were  12,000  people  arrested  for  drunkenness  in 
Dublin  last  year,  where  do  you  suppose  these 
people  get  their  drink  ? — Some  of  them  got 
drunk  from  the  drink  they  took  in  public-houses 
as  well  as  elsewhere. 

11087.  Is  that  your  case,  that  the  publicans 
do  not  supply  drink  to  drunken  people  ? — The 
last  ounce  breaks  the  camel’s  back.  A great 
amount  of  the  drunkenness  is  from  illicit  selling. 

11088.  You  do  not  think  the  people  get  drunk 
from  drink  supplied  by  publicans  ? — I will  give 
this  as  my  experience,  that  we  never  had  a case 
where  a publican  was  prosecuted  for  giving  a 
drunken  man  drink.  I speak  for  myself. 

11089.  That  is  what  the  Committee  has  been 
wondering  at,  and  no  convictions  for  selling 
drink  to  drunken  men? — It  is  stated  that  there 
are  188  shebeens;  I say  there  are  over  300  she- 
beens, or  thereabouts. 

Mr.  Theodore  Fry. 

11090.  Why  do  the  police  not  stop  some  of 
these  shebeens?— They  do:  you  see  them  every 
day  prosecuted. 

11091.  They  come  again  and  again? — Yes, 
and  get  new  hands,  and  new  places  to  shebeen  in. 
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Number  of  Convictions  against  Shebeens  and  Hawkers  of  Whiskey,  &e.,  for  Illegally 
Selling,  during  the  Years  ended  31st  December  1877  to  1887  inclusive  - 476 

Publicans’  Licenses  - t ---------  - 477 

Other  Retail  Licenses  - - - - - - - - - - - - 477 

Appendix,  No.  13. 

Paper  handed  in  by  Mr.  I.  R.  B.  Jennings: 

Municipal  District  of  County  of  City  of  Limerick  -------  478 

Number  of  Arrests  on  Sundays  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunkenness  combined  with 
any  other  Offence;  also  Number  of  Convictions,  for  Years  ended  30th  September 
1874  to  1887  inclusive  (Arrests  between  8 a.m.  on  Sundays  and  8 a.m.  on  Mondays)  478 
Return  showing,  approximately,  Valuation  of  Licensed  Premises  in  City  of  Limerick, 
with  Number  under  each  Valuation  - --  --  --  --  478 

Comparative  Number  of  Assaults  Witnessed  or  Prosecuted  by  Constabulary  during 
Year  ending  1887,  showing  Sundays,  Week-days,  &c.  ------  478 

Number  of  Arrests  and  Convictions  for  Drunkenness,  or  Drunkenness  combined  with 
any  other  Offence,  on  Week-days,  commencing  S a.m.  to  8 a.m.  next  day,  for  the 
Years  1874  to  1887  inclusive  - - - - - - - - - -479 

Number  of  Persons  entering  four  Public-houses  at  various  Dates  and  Days  mentioned  47 
Number  of  Convictions,  in  the  Years  1883  10  1887  inclusive,  for  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquor  at  Prohibited  Hours  on  Sundays,  &c.  -------  480 

Number  of  Convictions  against  Shebeen  and  Hawkers  of  Spirits,  for  the  Years  ending 
31st  December  1873  to  1887  inclusive,  for  Illegally  Selling  Intoxicating  Liquors  - 480 

Appendix,  No.  14. 

Paper  handed  in  by  Mr.  Heffernan  Considine: 

Number  of  Convictions  for  Drunkenness  on  Sundays  since  1874  to  1887  inclusive  in 
the  County  of  Kilkenny  ; day  commencing  8 a.m.  Sunday,  terminating  8 a.m. 

Monday - 481 

Number  and  Class  of  Licenses  in  the  various  Districts  of  the  County  of  Kilkenny ; 
will)  the  Population  of  the  Towns  and  Villages  which  are  Heads  of  Districts,  and 
the  Population  of  entire  County,  according  to  the  last  Census  - - - - 481 

Comparative  Return  of  Arrests  for  Drunkenness  on  Thursdays  and  Saturdays, 
1883-1887,  in  the  City  of  Kilkenny,  and  Town  of  Callan  : 

Town  of  Kilkenny  -----------  - 481 

Town  of  Callan  - --  --  --  --  --  - 481 

Number  of  Convictions  against  Shebeens  and  Hawkers  of  Spirits  for  the  last  15  Years 
ending  3 ist  December  1873  to  1887  inclusive  ...  ...  - 432 

Number  of  Convictions  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunkenness  combined  with  any 
other  Offence,  on  each  Week  for  the  last  14  Years,  1874  to  1887,  together  with  the 
Total  for  each  Year  ; each  Day  regarded  as  commencing  at  8 a.m.  and  terminating 
at  8 a.in.  on  the  following  Day  - --  --  --  --  - 482 

City  of  Kilkenny : 

Arrests  for  Drunkenness  on  Week-days  and  Sundays;  also  Convictions  against 
Publicans  for  Breaches  of  “ Sunday  Closing  Act  ” -----  433 

Persons  Convicted  of  Drunkenness  from  Three  to  Ten  times  during  1887  - - 483 

Total  Number  of  Prosecutions  of  Publicans  under  Sunday  Closing  Act,  with 
Results,  during  the  last  Five  Years  - --  --  --  - 483 
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Appendix,  No.  1. 


PAPER  handed  in  by  Mr.  Reed,  9 April  1888 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Public  Houses  for  which  Licences  were  held  on 
the  1st  March  1888,  for  the  Sale  of  Beer,  Spirits,  &c.  (for  Consumption  on  or  off 
the  Premises),  in  the  whole  of  Ireland ; also  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  Town  of  Belfast, 
and  Cities  of  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford. 


Number 
for  which  the 
Seven-day 
Licence 
was  held. 

L 

Number 
for  which  the 
Six-day 
Licence 
was  held. 

2. 

Number 
for  which  the 
Seven-day 

Early  Closing 
was  held. 

3. 

1 Number 
for  which  the 
Six-day 

Early  Closing 
Licence 
was  held. 

4. 

Total 

Number  of 
Public 
Houses. 

All  Ireland  - - - - 

13,481 

2,649 

94 

858 

17,082 

Dublin,  Metropolitan  District  - 

880 

60 

3 

943 

City  of  Dublin  (within  the  Municipal 
Boundary)  ------ 

678 

61  i 

3 

732 

Town  of  Belfast 

597 

40  1 

1 

38 

676 

City  of  Cork  ------ 

481 

18 

2 

29 

630 

City  of  Limerick 

266 

7 

11 

31 

315 

City  of  Waterford  - - - - - 

185 

28 

• 3 

216 

NJ3. i.  The  holder  of  the  seven-day  licence  is  permitted  to  keep  his  house  open  every  day  in  the  week 

except  during  closing  hours. 

2.  The  holder  of  the  six-day  licence  is  obliged  to  close  his  house  the  whole  of  Sunday. 

3 The  holder  of  the  seven-day  and  early  closing  licence  is  permitted  to  keep  his  house  open  every  day  in  the 
week,  but  is  obliged  to  close  at  night  one  hour  earlier  than  the  ordinary  hour  of  closing. 

4 The  holder  of  the  six-day  and  early  closing  licence  is  obliged  to  close  his  house  the  whole  of  Sunday,  and  also 
to  close  on  other  days  one  hour  earlier  at  night  than  the  ordinary  hour  of  closing. 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Office,  Dublin  Castle,  A.  Heed,  Inspector  General. 

7 April  1888. 


0.67. 
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Appendix,  No.  2. 

PAPER  handed  in  by  Mr.  Harrell,  12.th  April  1888. 

00 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  on  Sundays  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunken- 
ness combined  with  any  other  Offence,  also  the  Number  of  Convictions,  for  the  undermen- 
tioned Years.  The  Arrests  are  given  from  8 a.m.  on  Sundays  to  8 a.m.  on  Mondays. 


(2.) 


RETURN  showing  the  Total  Number  of  Arrests  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunkenness 
combined  Avith  any  otb$r  Offence,  also  the  Number  of  Convictions,  for  the  undermentioned 
Years. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  for  Drunkenness, 


a) 


RETURN  shoAving  the  Number  of  Persons  who  entered  30  Public-houses  (five  in  each  Divi- 
sion), in  each  Hour  from  6 p.m.  to  11  p.m.  on  Saturday,  10th  March,  and  from  2 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 
on  Sunday,  1.8th  March  1888. 
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Appendix,  No.  3. 


PAPERS  handed  in  by  Mr.  Charles  Joseph  O'Donel. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Persons  Charged  at  the  Northern  Police  Court, 
Inns  Quay,  for  Week  ended  7th  April  1888,  distinguishing  those  Charged  for  Simple 
Drunkenness  and  those  Charged  for  Drunkenness  combined  with  other  Offences. 


Date. 

Simple 

Drunkenness. 

Drunkenness 

combined 

with 

other  Offences. 

Sundry 

Offences. 

Total. 

2 April  - 

62 

27 

46 

125 

3 „ - * - - 

. 40 

29 

71 

140 

4 „ .... 

99 

41 

37 

177 

5 „ - - - - 

56 

4 

13 

73 

6 „ .... 

22 

10 

26 

58 

7 „ .... 

22 

7 

' 22 

51 

Totals  - - - 

291 

118 

215 

624 

RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Persons  representing  themselves  as  bona  fide 
Travellers,  who  entered  Henry  Baggot’s  Public-house  on  Sunday,  18th  and  25th  March 
1888,  as  under  : — 


Sunday,  18th  March  1888. 

Sunday,  25th  March  1888. 

Number 

Number 

Hours. 

Entering  each 
Hour. 

Hours. 

Entering  each 
Hour. 

10  a.m.  to  11  a.m.  - 

7 

10  a.m.  to  11  a.m.  - 

4 

11  a.m.  to  12  noon  - 

80 

11  a.m.  to  12  noon  - 

48 

12  noon  to  1 p.m. 

300 

12  noon  to  1 p.m. 

212 

1 p.m.  to  2 p.m. 

266 

1 p.m.  - 

199 

Totals  - - - 

653 

Totals  - - - 

463 

Superintendent’s  Office,  D Division, 
28  March  1888. 


0.67. 
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APPENDIX  TO  KEPOKT  EKOM  THE 


RETURN  of  Cases  for  Illicit  Traffic  in  Intoxicating  Liquors  heard  in  the  Northern 
Police  Court,  Dublin,  from  the  Year  1876  to  the  Year  1887,  inclusive,  showing  the 
Per-centage  of  Cases  in  which  the  Offence  occurred  on  Sunday. 


Year 

(from  October  to  September,  inclusive). 

Sunday 
(i.e.,  from  8 
a.m.  Sunday, 
till  8 a.m. 
Monday). 

Rest  of 
Week. 

Total. 

Sunday; 
per  Centnge 
of 

whole  Week. 

Before  operation 

(1876-77  - 

53 

102 

155 

34 

of  Sunday 

Closing  Act,  1878 

1 1877-78  - 

50 

134 

184 

27 

' 1878-79  - 

53 

119 

172 

30 

1879-80  - 

29 

83 

112 

26 

1880-81  - 

37 

76 

113 

33 

During  operation 

1881-82  --- 

33 

119 

152 

22 

of  Sunday  j 

1882-83  - 

53 

107 

160 

33 

Closing  Act,  1878 

1883-S4  - 

52 

156 

208 

25 

1884-85  - 

51 

144 

195 

26 

1885-86  - - 

53 

126 

179 

29 

k 1886-87  - 

50 

156 

206 

24 

The  numbers  in  this  return  can  only  be  taken  as  approximate,  owing  to  the  incomplete  nature 
of  the  records  in  some  cases. 

Of  the  numbers  in  column  2 (“  Rest  of  Week  ”),  it  may  safely  be  stated  that  the  greater 
number  of  these  cases  occurred  on  Saturday  nights,  and  during  the  early  hours  of  Sunday  morning 
(viz.,  before  8 a.m.). 
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Appendix,  No.  4. 


PAPERS  handed  in  by  Mr.  Gardiner,  30  April  1888. 


COUNTY  OF  CITY  OF  CORK. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  on  each  Week  Day  for  Drunkenness,  or  for 
Drunkenness  combined  with  any  other  Offence,  and  also  the  Number  of  Convictions  for 
„ the  undermentioned  Fourteen  Years ; each  day  is  to  be  regarded  as  commencing  at  8 a.m., 
and  terminating  at  8 a.m.  on  following  day. 


1 8 7 4. 

1 8 7 5. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday. 

Thursday. 

Friday. 

Saturday. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday. 

Thursday. 

Friday. 

Saturday. 

Arrests  - - - 

404 

309 

291 

274 

273 

488 

449 

344 

300 

205 

288 

570 

Convictions  - 

395 

302 

288 

271 

200 

430 

334 

291 

207 

283 

550 

1 8 7 6. 

18  7 7. 

Arrests  - 

030 

414 

375 

308 

400 

718 

080 

480 

401 

398 

402 

857 

Convictions  - - ' 

617 

403 

300 

301 

493 

701 

054 

400 

387 

391 

893 

830 

1 8 7 8. 

1 8 7 9. 

Arrests  - 

009 

453 

459 

458 

409 

094 

038 

494 

389 

477 

410 

730 

Convictions  - - 

572 

442 

443 

440  j 

394 

002 

024 

487 

370 

408 

407 

719 

1 8 8 0. 

18  8 1. 

Arrests  - 

547 

410 

381 

373 

344 

708 

515 

401 

355 

298 

351 

058 

Convictions  - - 

535 

403 

377 

300 

330 

753 

499 

390 

340 

290 

341 

001 

1 8 8 2. 

1 8 8 3. 

Arrests  - - - 

518 

380 

319 

344 

380 

594 

504 

432 

381 

378  ; 

417 

757 

Convictions  - 

503 

377 

311 

338 

308 

503 

549 

475 

373 

309 

332 

731 

1 8 8 4. 

1 8 8 5. 

Arrests  - 

524 

419 

374 

394 

302 

002 

493 

309 

311 

350 

329 

002 

Convictions  - 

512 

413 

300 

389 

348 

038 

483 

300 

299 

349 

318 

684 

1 8 8 6. 

1 8 8 7. 

Arrests  - 

370 

289 

287 

208 

291 

477 

377 

281 

207 

220 

270 

451 

(Ml.,,.  - - 

307 

274 

277 

259 

280 

459 

370 

200 

258 

214 

204 

426 

CITY  OF  CORK. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  on  Sundays  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunkenness 
combined  with  any  other  Offence;  also  the  Number  of  Convictions  for  the  undermen- 
tioned Years;  the  Arrests  to  be  given  from  8 a.m.  on  Sundays  till  8 a.m.  on  Mondays. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


CITY  OF  CORK. 


RETURN  of  Arrests  for  Drunkenness  on  Sundays  and  Week-days,  for  the 
Years  1876  and  1880. 


Year  and  Month. 

Sunday. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday,  j 

Thursday. 

H'iday. 

Saturday. 

Total  for 
each  Month. 

1876: 

January 

16 

30 

21 

13 

28 

26 

62 

196 

February 

14 

31 

31  * 

15 

18 

31 

41 

181 

March  - - - 

21 

30 

24 

44 

22 

40 

40 

221 

April  - 

28 

56 

31 

20 

37 

20 

65 

257 

May  - - - 

11 

48 

20 

40 

53 

23 

49 

244 

June  - 

27 

76 

52 

28 

38 

31 

71 

323 

July  - 

54 

76 

57 

42 

25 

44 

114 

412 

August  - 

28 

54 

41 

28 

32 

39 

76 

298 

September 

56 

59 

75 

74 

53 

50 

98 

465 

•October 

39 

57 

48 

22 

31 

37 

60 

294 

November 

35 

52 

25 

40 

45 

23 

60 

280 

December 

46 

42 

40 

38 

55 

53 

105 

379 

Total,  1876  - 

375 

6" 

465 

404 

437 

417 

841 

3,550 

1880: 

•January 

15 

23 

20 

23 

33 

27 

45 

186 

February 

23 

26 

25 

19 

20 

24 

50 

187 

March  - - - 

15 

50 

35 

34 

20 

24 

62 

240 

April  - - - 

9 

35 

23 

24 

33 

37 

56 

217 

May  - - - 

31 

49 

29 

27 

34 

24 

102 

296 

June  - 

25 

43 

49 

53 

35 

30 

59 

294 

July  - - - 

34 

50 

39 

32 

44 

33 

104 

336 

August  - - - 

29  ’ 

71 

46 

40 

44 

20 

52 

302 

September 

23 

44 

40 

32 

45 

26 

64 

274 

October 

29 

69 

34 

26 

32 

47 

115 

352 

November 

23 

56 

32 

23 

25 

20 

68 

247 

December 

22 

36 

29 

51 

40 

45 

54 

- 

Total,  1880  - 

278 

552 

401 

384 

405 

357 

831 

3,208 

For  Year  1876  -----  3,550 
For  Year  1830  3,208 


Decrease  in  1880  ...  342 
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Sundays 


RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Spirit  Grocers  and  Beer  Retailers  Convicted  for  Breaches  of  the  Licensing  Laws  Committed  on  Sundays  and  Week-days, 

respectively,  during  the  Ten  Years  ended  31st  December  1887. 
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APPENDIX  TO  EEPOET  FEOM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  6. 


PAPERS  handed  in  by  Mr.  Gardiner. 


RETURN  of  the  Aeeests  for  Deunkenness  in  the  City  of  Cork,  from  9 p.m.  to  12  Midnight 
on  Sunday  and  Week-days,  for  the  Years  1875,  1881,  and  1887. 


Years  and  Months. 

Sunday, 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Monday, 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Tuesday, 
9 to  12  p.m. 

Wednesday, 
from  i 
9 to  12  p.m. 

Thursday, 

from 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Friday, 

9 to  12  p.m. 

| Saturday, 
9 to  12  p.m. 

Total 
for  Month. 

January  1875 

7 

15 

10 

5 

11 

17 

25 

90 

February  „ 

11 

9 

7 

18 

8 

10 

18 

81 

March  „ 

15 

■23 

12 

10 

9 

6 

18 

93 

April  ,, 

9 

8 

19 

10 

12 

22 

S3 

102 

May  „ 

10 

16 

13 

14 

9 

6 

26 

94 

J une  „ 

11 

13 

18 

12 

7 

9 

15 

85 

July 

21 

18 

10 

8 

9 

15 

46 

127 

August  „ 

19 

18 

14 

19 

13 

8 

29 

120 

September  „ 

15 

6 

5 

17 

18 

13 

29 

103 

October  „ 

12 

9 

6 

12 

7 

25 

46 

117 

November  „ 

7 

17 

12 

6 

13 

10 

22 

87 

December  „ 

8 

12 

9 

23 

18 

13 

19 

102 

Total  - - 

145  | 

164 

135 

154 

134 

154 

315 

1,201 

January  1881 

3 

13 

12 

8 

8 

9 

25 

77 

February  „ 

3 

15 

16 

14 

9 

14 

32 

103 

March  „ 

1 

14 

19 

6 

9 

17 

25 

91 

April  „ 

10 

11 

8 

11 

12 

13 

23 

88 

May  „ 

6 

14 

15 

9 

11 

4 

16 

75 

June  „ 

6 

16 

18 

15 

13 

8 

19 

95 

July  „ 

7 

11 

6 

11 

6 

11 

34 

86 

August  „ 

2 

21 

15 

14 

18 

13 

28 

111 

September  „ 

3 

14 

10 

10 

8 

11 

32 

88 

October  „ 

7 

15 

11 

10 

3 

4 

27 

77 

November  „ 

3 

15 

20 

8 

5 

23 

23 

97 

December  „ 

6 

12 

12 

14 

17 

15 

36 

112 

Total  - - j 

56 

171 

162 

130 

119 

142 

320 

1,100 
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Arrests  for  Drunkenness — continued. 


Ye aus  and  Months. 

Sunday, 

from 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Monday, 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Tuesday, 
9 to  12  p.m. 

Wednesday, 
9 to  12  p.m. 

Thursday, 
9 to  12  p.m. 

Friday, 

from 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Saturday, 
9 to  12  p.m. 

Total 

for  Month. 

January  1887 

4 

17 

8 

9 

13 

12 

23 

86 

February  „ 

2 

13 

12 

9 

7 

8 

16 

67 

March  „ 

6 

10 

11 

2 

5 

6 

13 

53 

April  „ 

•5 

8 

12 

4 

8 

9 

13 

59 

May 

5 

25 

6 

8 

8 

9 

20 

81 

June  „ 

8 

6 

6 

1 

6 

G 

13 

46 

July  „ 

8 

12 

8 

5 

5 

10 

25 

73 

August  „ 

3 

13 

21 

13 

2 

15 

14 

81 

September  „ 

2 

16 

10 

5 

9 

11 

10 

03 

October  ,, 

4 

10 

6 

4 

3 

8 

18 

53 

November  ., 

0 

10 

8 

14 

8 

10 

15 

71 

December  „ 

1 

14 

5 

8 

8 

11 

7 

54 

Total  - 

54 

154 

113 

82 

82 

115 

187 

787 

Summary  of  the  foregoing  Years  1875,  1881,  1887. 


Year. 

Sunday, 

from 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Monday, 

from 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Tuesday, 

1 from 
9 to  12  p.m. 

Wednesday, 

from 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Thursday, 

from 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Friday, 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Saturday, 

from 

9 to  12  p.m. 

Total 

for 

each  Year. 

1875 

145 

164 

135 

154 

134 

154 

315 

1,210 

1881 

56 

171 

162 

130 

119 

142 

320 

1,100 

1887 

54 

154 

113 

82 

82 

115 

187  I 

787 

Total  - - - j 

255  j 

489 

410 

366  | 

335 

411 

822 

3,088 

11  April  1888.  C.  Berne,  h.c. 


City  op  Cork. 


Number  of  Persons  who  Visited  Public  Houses  on  Sunday,  22nd  April  1888,  between  the 
hours  of  2 and  3 p.m.,  in  Thickly. Populated  Localities,  and  carried  away  Liquor  in  Vessels. 


Class  of  Persons. 

2 p.m.  and  3 p.m. 

Total. 

Servants  of  clerk,  mechanics’  wives  and  daughters,  labourers’ 
wives  and  daughters  - - - ' - 

325 

325 

Number  of  Persons  who  Visited  Public  Houses  in  the  same  Locality  on  Saturday, 
21st  April  1888,  between  the  hours  of  8 and  9 p.m.  and  9 and  10  p.m. 


Class  of  Persons. 

8 p.m.  to  9 p.m. 

9 p.m.  to  10  p.m. 

Total. 

Clerks,  mechanics,  business  people,  and  . 
labourers  - - - - - ■ j 

981 

764 

1,646 

J.  C.  Gardiner , r.m. 


0.67. 


3 M 4 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  7* 


PAPERS  handed  in  by  Mr.  A.  Reed. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Convictions  against  Shebeens  and  Hawkers  of 

11  p.m.  on  Saturdays  to  7 a.m.  on  Mondays, 
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-----  Appendix,  No.  7. 

- PAPERS  handed  in  by  Mr.  A.  Reed. 

Spirits,  &c.,  in  the  undermentioned  Years,  for  illegally  selling  Intoxicating  Liquors,  from 
and  other  Days  of  the  Week  respectively. 


0.67. 


A.  Heed,  Inspector  General. 

3 N 
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APPENDIX  10  REPORT  FROM  THE 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  on  each  Day  of  the  Week  for  Drunkenness 

Convictions,  in  the 


YEAR  ENDED  30th  SEPTEMBER 


— 

Days. 

18  74. 

1 8 7 5. 

| 1 8 7 6. 

| 1 8 7 7. 

1 8 7 8. 

1 8 7 9. 

Arr'  *■  | victio 

A„„t 

victions 

Arrest 

Con- 

Arrests 

1 Con- 

Arrests 

Con- 

— * 

victions 

Sunday  - 

3,058 

4,053 

4,240 

4,343 

4,503 

4,931 

4,636 

4,854 

4,089 

4 326 

1,974 

2,507 

Monday  - 

7,790 

8,359 

8,541 

9,226 

9,374 

10,374 

9,569 

10,641 

9,886 

10,654 

8,987 

9,616 

„ 

r Excepting  the  Town  of 

Tuesday  - 

6,769 

7,393 

6,934 

7,694 

7,783 

8,613 

7,920 

8,838 

7,896 

8,831* 

7,457 

8,223 

ALL  ) Cork,  Limerick,  and 

Wednesday 

6,780 

7,759 

8,032 

7,827 

8,332 

7,866 

8,905 

7,507 

8,676 

7,458 

8,570 

Dublin  Metropo- 
V lit  an  District 

Thursday'- 

7,256 

7,777 

7,476 

8,014 

8,284 

8,946 

7,955 

8,823 

7,904 

8,639 

7,497 

8,184 

Friday  - 

5,780 

6,568 

6,200 

7,205 

7,123 

8,324 

6,921 

8,110 

6,048 

8,214 

6,726 

7,773 

c 

Saturday  - 

11,032 

11,751 

10,935 

11,801 

12,737 

14,157 

12,840 

14,326 

11,902 

13,312 

11,513 

13.121 

7 

Totals  - - - 

49,065 

53,060 

5!, 608 

56,315 

57,631 

64,177 

57,707 

64,497 

56,132 

62,652 

51,612 

57,991 

* 

Sunday  - 

383 

353 

421 

382 

405 

347 

... 

341 

434 

368 

334 

9 

Monday  - 

1,041 

819 

1,173 

838 

1,109 

845 

862 

1,131 

828 

, 1,200 

791 

ID 

Tuesday  - 

848 

719 

974 

842 

953 

772 

925 

723 

943 

600 

971 

648 

11 

TOWN  OP  BELFAST  - - 

Wednesday 

886 

725 

EOS 

737 

896 

699 

967 

694 

1,038 

701 

879 

692 

12 

Thursday- 

838 

729 

840 

737 

£61 

712 

825 

625 

866 

652 

883 

535 

13 

Friday 

1,024 

867 

1,000 

£07 

1,050 

836 

978 

820 

1,123 

865 

1,029 

761 

14 

Saturday  - 

1,761 

1,049 

1,868 

887 

1,903 

962 

2,059 

1,456 

2,036 

1,631 

2,270 

1,407 

15 

,0""-  ■ - 

6,781 

5,261 

7,184 

8,230 

7,177 

7,44a 

5,521 

7,571 

5,645 

7,673 

5,168 

16 

Sunday  - 

319 

309 

337 

337 

396 

387 

435 

412 

400 

480 

473 

Monday  - 

404 

395 

449 

430 

630 

617 

680 

654 

609 

572 

638 

624 

18 

Tuesday  - 

309 

302 

344 

334 

414 

403 

480 

466 

453 

442 

494 

487 

19 

CITY  OP  CORK  - - - 

Wednesday 

291 

288 

300 

291 

375 

366 

401 

387 

459 

443 

389 

370 

20 

Thursday- 

274 

271 

265 

267 

368 

361 

398 

391 

458 

440 

477 

468 

21 

Friday 

273 

206 

288 

283 

400 

393 

402 

393 

409 

394 

410 

407 

22 

Saturday  - 

4S8 

472 

576 

556 

718 

701 

857 

830 

694 

662 

736 

719 

23 

Totals  - - - 

2,358 

2,303  | 2,559 

2,498 

3,301 

3,228 

3,660 

3,556 

3,494 

3,359  1 3,624 

3,543 

24 

Sunday  - 

168 

174 

102 

174 

175 

192 

143 

164 

128 

Monday  - 

220 

238 

246 

268 

244 

282 

180 

208 

189 

208 

154 

163 

Tuesday  - 

192 

203 

211 

226 

277 

291 

195 

222 

174 

198 

150 

155 

27 

CITY  OF  LIMERICK  - - 

Wednesday 

173 

1S7 

204 

220 

189 

213 

173 

189 

149 

162 

167 

191 

23 

Thursday  - 

161 

172 

233 

243 

182 

188 

171 

177 

168 

187 

151 

158 

29 

Friday  - 

172 

183 

246 

240 

178 

182 

173 

178 

158 

164 

148 

155 

30 

Saturday  - 

264 

290 

342 

951 

335 

356 

275 

293 

211 

215 

250 

257 

31 

Totals  - - - 1 

1,350 

1,447 

1,644 

1,731 

i-*0 

1,704 

1,300 

1,410 

1,201 

1,293 

1,138 

1,207 

Sunday  - 

103 

87 

70 

112 

97 

159 

SO 

Monday  - 

266 

244 

207 

174 

297 

246 

328 

258 

293 

244 

259 

187 

34 

Tuesday  - 

204 

157 

175 

162 

237 

212 

210 

195 

235 

191 

155 

35 

CITY  OP  WATERFORD  - • - 

Wednesday 

197 

163 

125 

179 

172 

196 

147 

215 

171 

178 

155 

36 

Thursday- 

224 

193 

149 

130 

152 

144 

177 

168 

213 

189 

152 

126 

37 

Friday  - 

173 

164 

157 

147 

193 

173 

171 

140 

250 

227 

205 

161 

33 

Saturday  - 

343 

287 

253 

196 

301 

257 

426 

339 

375 

299 

331 

239 

39 

Totals  - - - 

1,538 

1,345 

1,191 

1,004 

1,492 

1,316 

1,636 

1,344 

1,740 

1,441 

1,405 

1,103 

40 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Office.  Dublin  Castle. 
30  April  1888. 
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Appendix,  No.  8. 


PAPER  handed  in  by  Mr.  Sackville.  Hamilton. 
COUNTY  OF  TIPPERARY.— BOROUGH  OF  CLONMEL. 
Return-  showing  Number  of  Arrests  for  Drunkenness. 
Table  I. — On  Sundays. 


Before  Sunday  Closing  Act  (10  "S 

•ears). 

After 

Sunday ( 

’losing  Act  (9i  Y 

ears)  to  31  March  1888. 

170  1871.  1872.  j 1873.  1 1874.  j 1875.  j 18' 

76.  1877.  1878.  Total. 

1879.  j 1880.  1881.  | 1682. 

1883.  | 1884.  1! 

385.  j 1886.  1887'  1888.  Total. 

» j , 

0 17  | 25  53  52  4; 

B 41  25  S68 

17  33  22  31 

45  31 

29  47 

' 37  13  305 

Table  II. — < 

Dn  Saturda 

ys- 

Before  6 p.m. 

Between  6 p.i 

n.  and  8 p.m. 

After  8 p.m. 

883. 

1884.  1885.  1886.  1887. 

1882.  1883.  1884. 

1885.  1886. 

1887. 

1882.  .1883. 

1884.  j 

1885.  1886.  1887. 

40 

49  39  34  27 

20  25  | 20  ' 

1 

16  19 

12 

68  50 

56 

57  54  39 

Total  - 

- - 112. 

Total  - 

- - 324. 

Table  III. 

— On  Week  Days  (Saturdays  and  Sundays 

i excepted). 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

" 1886. 

1887. 

275 

328 

*77 

463 

395 

233 

Table  IV.— Total  Drunkenness  on  Week  Days  (Sundays  excepted),  1st  January  1882  to 
31st  December  1887. 

On  Saturdays. 

On  all  other  Week  Days. 

666 

2,171 

Table  V. — Number  of  Arrests  for  Drunkenness  on  Ilolydays  (6  Years). 

1882. 

1883. 

j 1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

40 

33 

26 

25 

33 

18 

Dated  this  7th  May  1888, 

5.  B.  Hamilton,  1st  Divisional  Inspector. 
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Appendix,  No.  9- 


PAPER  handed  in  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Galway  Foley. 


CITY  OF  LONDONDERRY. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  for  Drunkenness  at  specified  Periods,  since  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  took  charge  of  the  City.  (1st  November  1870). 


RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Arrests  for  Drunkenness  on  Saturdays  in  each  Year  ending  30th  September, 
since  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  took  charge  of  the  City. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Convictions  against  Shebeens  and  Hawkers  of  Spirits  for  the  under- 
mentioned Years,  for  illegally  selling  Intoxicating  Liquors. 


LONDONDERRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPOET  FROM  THE 


District  of  Londonderry  City.— Sub-District  of  Victoria  Station. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  for  each  Week  Day  for  Drunkenness  or  for  Drunkenness 
combined  with  any  other  Offence;  and  also  the  Number  of  Convictions  for  the  undermentioned 
Fourteen  Years ; each  Year  ending  on  30th  Sept  mber,  and  each  Day  from  8 a.  m.  until  8 a.  m.  on 
following  Morning. 


1 8 7 4. 

1 8 7 5. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday 

J Thursday. 

Friday. 

Saturday. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday 

.1  Thursday.)  Friday. 

Saturday. 

Arrests  - - - 

19G 

16. 

380 

248 

208 

379 

174 

146 

318 

164 

181 

286 

Convictions  - 

208 

181 

- 

227 

405 

191 

170 

“ 

192 

428 

1 8 7 6. 

1 8 7 7. 

Arrests  - 

230 

1G1 

m 

188 

217 

330 

m 

' 192 

303 

185 

155 

283 

Convictions 

257 

183 

335 

219 

238 

393 

204 

330 

” 

163 

1 8 7 8. 

1 8 7 9. 

Arrests  - 

1GS 

180 

241 

m 

| « 

287 

144 

155 

232 

178 

160 

239 

Convictions 

184 

202 

202  | 

200 

| 180 

“ 

181 

188 

« 

... 

179 

388 

1 8 8 0. 

18  8 1. 

Arrests  - 

1GG 

21G 

177 

172 

287 

120 

124 

190 

143 

134 

209 

Convictions 

108  | 

128  j 

259 

219 

201 

410  | 

139 

147 

*» 

w 

160  | 

„„ 

. 1 8 8 2. 

1 8 8 3. 

Arrests  - - - 

u. 

198 

m 

.« 

182 

143 

135 

194 

153 

111 

267 

Convictions 

1G3 

,20 

210 

150 

02 

238 

157 

147 

» 

170 

127 

335 

1 8 8 4. 

1 8 8 5. 

Arrests  - 

133 

129 

100 

130 

122 

m 

179 

.57 

218 

ICO 

128 

220 

Convictions 

148 

138 

200 

,44 

265 

21G 

185 

200 

» 

159 

- 

1 8 8 6. 

1 8 8 7. 

Arrests  - - - 

152 

110 

200 

i« 

110 

255 

146 

129 

202 

159 

140 

245 

Convictions  - 

186 

143 

251 

181 

139 

179 

155 

244 

... 

174 

281 

S.  M.  Galway  Foley , Esq.,  d.  i. 

1 certify  the  above  Return  to  be  correct,  to  the  best  of  my  belief, 

_ , James  Flannery,  Serjeant,  37,429. 

Londonderry,  18  April  1888. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY  CLOSING  ACTS  (IRELAND). 


471 


Appendix,  No.  10. 


PAPER  handed  in  by  Mr.  A.  Reed. 


RETURN  for  all  Ireland,  including  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  District,  City 
of  Dublin,  Town  of  Belfast,  and  Cities  of  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford, 
of  the  Number  of  Houses  for  which  Licences  were  held  on  the  1st  March  1888,  for 
the  Sale  by  Retail  of  Intoxicating  Liquors,  showing, — 1st.  Public  Houses  Licensed 
for  the  Sale  of  Beer,  Spirits,  &c.,  for  Consumption  on  or  off  the  Premises  ; 2nd.  Wine 
Refreshment  Houses  Licensed  for  the  Sale  of  Wine  for  Consumption  on  the  Premises, 
but  not  Beer  or  Spirits  ; 3rd.  Spirit  Grocers’  Houses  having  the  Spirit  License,  and 
also  the  Beer  Retail  License ; 4th.  Spirit  Grocers’  Houses  having  the  Spirit  License 
only ; 5th.  Beer  Retail  Houses  having  the  Beer  Retail  License  only. 


Number  of 
Public 

[ Number  of 
Wine 

Number  of  | 
Spirit  Grocers’ 
Houses 
having  Beer 
Retail 
License  also. 

3. 

N umber  of 
■Spirit  Grocers’ 
Houses 
having  Spirit 
License 

4. 

Number  of 
Beer  Retail 
Houses 

Houses. 

1. 

Refreshment 
Houses.  I 
2.  1 

Beer  Retail 
Licenso 

All  Ireland  ------- 

17,082 

39 

400 

132  | 

154 

Dublin  Metropolitan  District  - 

943 

25 

236 

11 

72 

City  of  Dublin  (within  the  Municipal 
Boundary)  - - - - - 

732 

21 

171 

11 

44 

Town  of  Belfast  ------ 

67G 

1 

108 

46 

4 

City  of  Cork  - - - - 

530 

- 

2 

1 

11 

City  of  Limerick  ----- 

315 

2 

City  of  Waterford  ----- 

216 

- 

5 

21  April  1888.  I 4.  Reed,  Inspector  General. 


An  Account  showing  the  Consumption  of  Home-made  Spirits,  and  the  Amount 
Consumed  per  Head  of  the  Population  in  Ireland,  in  the  Years  ended  31st  December 
from  1875  to  1887  inclusive. 


Year  ended 

Number  of 
Gallons. 

Amount 
Consumed  per 
Head  of 
the  Population. 

Year  ended 

Number  of 
Gallons. 

Amount 
Consumed  per 
Head  of 
the  Population. 

31st  December  1875 

6,490,869 

Gallons. 

1-22 

31st  December  1882  - 

5,239,815 

Gallons. 

1-02 

».  1576  - 

6,541,015 

1-23 

„ „ 1883  - 

5,448,684 

1-08 

„ „ 1577  - 

6,047,905 

1-14 

„ „ 1884  - 

5,065,360 

1-02 

„ „ 1878  - 

6,101,905 

IJ5 

„ „ 1885  - 

4,941,555 

1* 

„ „ 1879  - 

5,335,000 

101 

„ „ 1880  - 

4,772,679 

■97 

» „ 1880  - 

5,182,430 

•99 

„ „ 1837  - 

4,938,307 

101 

„ „ 1881  - 

5,123,493 

■99 

16  April  1888. 


A.  Reed,  Inspector  General. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  1 1. 


PAPER  handed  in  by  the  Chairman. 


WATERFORD  CITY. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  on  Sundays  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunkenness 
combined  with  any  other  Offence;  also  the  Number  of  Convictions,  for  the  undermentioned 
Years,  from  8 a.m.  on  Sundays  till  8 a.m.  on  Mondays. 


COUNTY  OF  WATERFORD. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  on  Sundays  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunkenness 
combined  with  any  other  Offence;  also  the  Number  of  Convictions,  for  the  undermentioned 
Years,  from  8 a.m.  on  Sundays  till  8 a.m.  on  Mondays. 


Waterford,  1 May  1888.  -R.  Bull.  Police  District  Inspector. 
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County  oe  Waterford  City. — District  of  Waterford  City. 


BET  URN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  on  each  Week-day  for  Drunkenness,  or  for 
Drunkenness  combined  with  any  other  Offence  ; and  also  the  Number  of  Convictions,  for 
the  undermentioned  Fourteen  Years ; each  day  to  be  regarded  as  commencing  at  8 a.m.  and 
terminating  at  8 a.m.  on  following  Morning. 


1 8 7 4. 

1 8 

7 5. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday. 

Thursday. 

Saturday. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday. 

J Thursday. 

Friday. 

Saturday. 

Arrests 

266 

204 

206 

224 

173 

343 

207 

175  j 

163 

u. 

253 

Convictions 

157 

197 

193 

164 

287 

174 

” 

125 

“ 

196 

1 8 7 6. 

1 8 7 7. 

Arrests 

297  1 

237 

179 

152 

193 

301 

328 

210 

196 

- 

171 

426 

Convictions  - 

246 

212 

172 

m 

257 

258 

» 

“ 

140 

339 

1 8 7 8. 

1 8 7 9. 

Arrests 

293 

235 

213 

- 

375 

» 

178 

152 

205 

331 

Convictions 

244 

191 

171 

189 

227 

299 

187 

155  | 

155 

>“ 

“ 

1 8 8 0. 

18  8 1. 

A™“  ■ - 

187 

164 

179 

133 

133 

234 

136 

| 150 

! 121 

136 

211 

C““  - 

m 

“ 

127 

133 

206 

138 

j 139 

1 111 

114 

m 

1 8 8 2. 

1 8 8 3. 

Arrests 

„ ! 

110 

98 

99 

209 

190 

» 

... 

108 

145 

257 

- 

128 

119 

96 

» 

112  | 

118 

109 

148 

21, 

1 8 8 4- 

1 8 8 5. 

- - 

172 

169 

138 

144 

235 

169 

121 

H. 

07 

127 

2.« 

14! 

125 

77 

“ 

208 

117 

110 

90 

124 

248 

1 8 8 6. 

1 8 8 7. 

Arrests  - - 

133 

74 

112 

102 

169 

180  1 

144 

» 

87 

too 

225 

Convictions 

146 

» 

102 

76 

99 

181 

202  1 

143 

123 

.. 

92 

237 

jj0te. Convictions  should  include  all  convictions  for  drunkenness  irrespective  of  the  mode  of  procedure. 

Where  the  “Convictions”  exceed  in  number  the  “Arrests"  it  will  be  observed  that  the  parties  were  made  amenable  by  summons. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  PROM  THE 


County  op  Waterford. — District  of  Waterford  (Rural). 


RETUEN  showing  the  Number  of  Arrests  on  each  Week-day  for  Drunkenness,  or  for 
Drunkenness  combined  with  any  other  Offence  ; and  also  the  Number  of  Convictions,  for 
the  undermentioned  Fourteen  Years;  each  day  to  be  regarded  as  commencing  at  8 a.m.  and 
terminating  at  8 a.m.  on  following  Morning. 


1 8 7 4. 

1 8 7 5. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday 

. Thursday 

. Friday. 

Saturday. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

J Wednesday. 

Thursday 

Friday. 

Saturday. 

Arrests 

23 

19 

23 

18 

15 

36 

21 

17 

17 

16 

23 

Convictions 

21 

17 

1# 

15 

14 

36 

19 

16 

14 

15 

21 

1 8 7 6. 

1 8 7 7. 

Arrests  - - 

26 

20 

21 

19 

29 

39 

21 

16 

23 

22 

16 

33 

22 

18 

19 

16 

26 

35 

20 

U 

20 

17 

12 

28 

1 8 7 8. 

1 8 7 9. 

Arrests  - - 

36 

21 

25 

23 

20 

38 

33 

29 

23 

21 

24 

38 

Convictions  - 

33 

” 

20 

18 

17 

33  | 

31 

26 

21 

20 

22 

35 

1 8 8 0. 

18  8 1. 

Arrests 

22 

34 

24 

31 

18 

32 

34 

23 

25 

13 

18 

29 

Convictions 

21 

33 

20 

mm 

1 

30  j 

15 

18 

12 

16 

28 

1 8 8 3. 

Arrests 

16 

17 

18 

B 

im 

37 

24 

30 

25 

25 

44 

Convictions 

14 

15 

16 

I 

m 

30 

21 

28 

23 

20 

44 

1 8 8 4. 

1 8 8 5. 

Arrests 

28 

28 

34 

15 

17 

45 

24 

18 

29 

26 

16 

45 

Convictions 

27 

25 

28 

14 

15 

41 

20 

18 

26 

23 

14  i 

41 

1 8 8 

6. 

1 8 8 7. 

Arrests 

23 

18 

18 

16 

15 

37 

30 

18 

18 

19 

15 

26 

Convictions 

22 

15 

16 

13 

16 

35 

26 

16 

15 

15 

26 

Hole.- 

-Convictioi 

is  should  inc] 

lude  all  con 

victions  to 

i li  mkenii 

less  irrespective  of  tin 

iced  ure. 

Where  the  “Convii 

:eed  in  number  the  “ Arrests  ” it  i 

vill  be  obse 

rved  that  the  parties  i 

tenable  by  summons. 

RETURN  showing  the  Total  Number  of  Arrests  and  Convictions  in  each  Year,  from  1874 
to  1887,  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunkenness  combined  with  any  other  Offence. 


County  of  Waterford  City. — District  of  Waterford  City. 


1874. 

1876. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880. 

1882. 

1883. 

I 1884.  I 1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

Arrests 

1,416 

1,104 

1,359 

1,608 

1,581 

1,300 

1,030 

906 

810 

975 

959 

878 

678 

860 

Convictions 

1,242 

| 934 

1,204 

1,247 

1,321 

1,023 

967 

827 

716 

855 

831 

881 

687 

886 

County 

of  Waterford.— District  of  Waterford  (Rural). 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877.  | 1878.  | 

1879. 

1880. 

1881. 

1882.  | 1883.  | 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

Arrests 

134 

107 

131 

163 

168 

161 

142 

101 

185 

167 

158 

126 

126 

Convictions 

122 

96 

136 

108 

140 

155 

141 

119 

94 

166 

150 

“ 

117 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  13. 


PAPER  handed  in  by  Mi-.  I.  R.  B.  Jennings. 


Table  I. 

MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  of  County  of  City  of  Limerick. 


Table  II. 


RETURN  showing  Number  of  Arrests  on  Sundays  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunkenness 
combined  with  any  other  Offence;  also  Number  of  Convictions, for  Years  below  (Arrests 
between  8 a.m.  on  Sundays  and  8 a.m.  on  Mondays). 


Table  III. 

RETURN  showing,  approximately,  Valuation  of  Licensed  Premises  in  City  of  Limerick, 
with  Number  under  each  Valuation. 


COMPARATIVE  NUMBER  of  Assaults  Witnessed  or  Prosecuted  by  Constabulary 
during  Year  ending  1887,  showing  Sundays,  Week-days,  &c. 


ASSAULTS  COMMITTED  ON 
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Municipal  District  of  County  of  City  of  Limerick — continued. 


Table  V. 


NUMBER  of  Arrests  and  Convictions  for  Drunkenness,  or  Drunkenness  combined  with 
any  other  Offence,  on  Week  Days,  commencing  8 a.m.  to  8 a.m.  next  day,  for  undermentioned 
Years. 


1 8 7 4. 

1 8 7 5. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday. 

Thursday, 

Friday. 

Saturday. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday. 

Thursday. 

Friday. 

Saturday. 

Arrests 

220 

192 

173 

161 

172 

264 

246 

211 

204 

233 

246 

342 

Convictions 

238 

203 

187 

172 

183 

290 

268 

226 

220 

243 

249 

351 

1 8 7 6. 

1 8 7 7. 

Arrests 

244 

277 

189 

182 

178 

335 

iso 

195 

173 

171 

173 

275 

282 

291 

213 

188 

182 

356 

208 

222 

189 

177 

178 

293 

1 8 7 8. 

1 8 7 9. 

Arrests 

189 

174 

149 

168 

158 

211 

154 

150 

167 

151 

148 

250 

Convictions  - 

208 

198 

162 

187 

164 

215  • 

163 

155 

191 

158 

155 

257 

1 8 8 0. 

18  8 1. 

Arrests 

123 

120 

152 

124 

110 

175 

105 

93 

92 

85  1 

114 

163 

Convictions 

132 

130 

163 

128 

126 

301 

no 

101 

101 

190 

121 

177 

1 8 8 2. 

1 8 8 3. 

Arrests 

124 

108 

108 

112 

120  ! 

158 

134 

116  1 

128 

137 

133 

202 

Convictions 

130 

112 

111 

157 

125  | 

171 

142 

122 

128 

146 

145 

221 

1 8 8 4. 

1 8 8 5. 

Arrests 

119 

121 

134 

97 

111 

182 

135 

136 

123 

149 

135 

333 

Convictions 

134 

129 

145 

122 

13! 

201 

155 

158 

141 

172 

164 

365 

1 8 8 6. 

1 8 8 7. 

Arrests 

211 

180 

191 

214 

216  | 

427 

225 

147 

95 

152 

173 

515 

Convictions 

229 

190 

205 

229 

233  j 

448 

262 

173 

121 

176 

202 

575 

Table  VI. 

NUMBER  of  Persons  entering  Four  Public  Houses  at  various  Dates  and  Days  mentioned. 
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Municipal  District  of  County  of  City  of  Limerick— continued. 


Table  VII. 

NUMBER  of  Convictions,  in  Years  below,  for  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquor  at  Prohibited 
Hours  on  Sundays,  &c. 


Table  VIII. 


RETURN  showing  Number  of  Convictions  against  Shebeen  and  Hawkers  of  Spirits,  for  the 
undermentioned  Years,  for  Illegally  Selling  Intoxicating  Liquors. 


YEARS  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER 

PERIOD. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880.  j 

1881. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

188C. 

1887. 

Convictions  from 
11  p.m.  on  Satur- 
days to  7 a.m.  on 
Mondays 

1 

2 

4 

Dismissals  for  same 
period  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Convictions  for  other 
days  of  the  week 
(i.e.)  from  7 a.m. 
on  Mondays  to 
11  p.m.  on  Satur- 
days - - - 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 : 

4 

Dismissals  for  same 
period  - - - 

- 

I 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

April  1888.  J.  R.  B.  Jennings,  District  Inspector. 
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Appendix  No.  14. 


PAPER  handed  in  by  Mr.  Hcffernan  Considinc. 


Return  showing  Number  of  Convictions  for  Drunkenness  on  Sundays  since  1874,  inclusive,  iu  the 
County  of  Kilkenny ; day  commencing  8 a.m.,  Sunday,  terminating  8 a.m.,  Monday. 


May  1888.  Heff.  F.  Considinc,  r.m. 


Return  showing  Number  and  Class  of  Licences  in  the  various  Districts  of  the  County  Kilkenny, 
with  the  Population  of  the  Towns  and  Villages  which  are  Heads  of  Districts,  and  the  Population 
of  entire  County,  according  to  the  last  Census. 


Comparative  Return  of  Arrests  for  Drunkenness  on  Thursdays  and  Saturdays,  1883 — 1887,  in 
the  City  of  Kilkenny,  and  Town  of  Callan. 


Town  of  Kilkenny.  Population,  12,299. — Public  Houses,  117. 


. Year. 

| 1883.  1 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Thursdays  ----- 

89 

57 

33 

44 

33  ! 

256 

1 Market  Day  ; allow 

Saturdays  ----- 

14 

125 

73 

76 

82 

499 

, one-fifth  for  country 
l.  folk  = 400. 

Town  of  Callan.  Population,  2,340. — Public  Houses,  26. 


Year. 

1883.  1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887.  1 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Thursdays  ----- 

14  11 

19 

G 

17 

67 

Saturdays  ----- 

15  17 

18 

15 

17 

82 

May  1888.  Heff.  F.  Considinc,  r.m. 


0.67. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  PROM  THE 


Return  showing  Number  of  Convictions  against  Shebeens  and  Hawkers  of  Spirits  for  the  last 
Fifteen  Years. 


Kilkenny,  May  1888.  Heff.  F.  Consuline,  r.m. 


Return  showing  Number  of  Convictions  for  Drunkenness,  or  for  Drunkenness  combined  with  any 
other  Offence,  on  each  Week  for  the  last  Fourteen  Years,  together  with  the  Total  for  each  Year  ; 
each  Day  is  regarded  as  commencing  at  8 a.m.  and  terminating  at  8 a.m.  on  the  following  Day. 


1874. 

1875. 

Monday.  | 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday 

Thursday. 

Saturday. 

Total. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday 

Thursday. 

Priday. 

Saturday. 

TOTAL. 

- 

244 

- 

- 

- 

273 

194 

324- 

« 

195 

359 

1 1,607 

1876. 

1877. 

3,! 

080 

393 

r 

271 

- 

1,995 

388  i 284 

392 

308 

- 

446 

2,092 

1878. 

1879. 

- 

- 

311 

*" 

«* 

2,030 

376 

" 

- 

» 

409 

- 

1880. 

1881. 

286  ^ 

253  1 

306 

271 

303 

1,783 

- 

- 

270 

” 

305 

339 

- 

1882. 

1883. 

» 

261  I 

325 

327 

» 

396 

323 

357 

- 

301  | 

j 251 

• 

1,976 

1884. 

1885. 

4U 

393 

- 

- 

» 

427 

326 

- 

» 

- 

1,739 

1886. 

1887. 

231 

179 

220 

» 

- 

1,333 

250 

» 

139 

247 

1,302 

Kilkenny,  May  1888.  Heff.  F.  Consuline,  R.M. 
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City  of  Kilkenny. 


Arrests  for  Drunkenness  on  Week-days  and  Sundays ; also  Convictions  against 
Publicans  for  Breaches  of  “ Sunday  Closing  Act.” 


Years. 

Total  Arrests  for  Drunkenness  on 

Convictions 

Week-days. 

Sundays  from 
8 a.m.  to  8 a.m. 
on  Mondays. 

tor  Breaches  of 
“ Sunday  Closing 
Act.” 

1877  

657 

48 

5 

1878  

670 

43 

4 

1879  

777 

30 

s 

1880  

621 

31 

12 

1881 ; 

507 

26 

5 

1882  

517 

48 

6 

1883  

573 

53 

10 

1884  

484 

51 

7 

1885  

418 

28 

14 

1886  

333 

28 

16 

1887  

270 

25 

32 

Persons  Convicted  of  Drunkenness  from  Three  to  Ten  times  during  1887. 


Year. 

Three  to  Five 
times. 

Five  to  Ten 
times. 

Ten  times  and 
upwards. 

Totals. 

1887  - 

- - - - 

17 

5 

- 

22 

Kilkenny,  7 May  1888.  D.T. 

P.  M.  Egan,  Mayor. 


Return  showing  Total  Number  of  Prosecutions  of  Publicans  under  Sunday  Closing 
Act,  with  Results,  during  the  last  Five  Years,  in  the  County  of  Kilkenny. 


District. 

Convictions. 

Dismissals. 

Total. 

Kilkenny  ------ 

96 

45 

143 

Callan  ------ 

64 

29 

93 

Thomastown 

32 

16 

48 

Castlecomer  ----- 

52 

15 

67 

Johnstown 

25 

6 

31 

Piltown  - 

38 

19 

57 

Total  of  the  County  - - - 

309 

130 

439 

Hejf.  F.  Considine,  r.m. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INDEX. 


LIST  of  the  Principal  Headings  in  the  following  Index,  with  the  Pages  at  which  tliey 
may  be  found. 


Adt  ofiSgii 


PAGE 

■ 387 


Belfast  : 


1. ' State  of  Public  Opinion  in  Belfast 

upon  the  Question  of  Sunday 
Closing  - - - - .388 

2.  Views  of  the  Clergy  - 389 

3.  Town  Council  - - - 389 

4.  Publicans  and  the  Trade  - - 389 

5.  Views  of  Police  Officers  - - 390 

6.  Drunkenness  on  Sundays  and  on 

Week  Days  ....  390 

7.  Shebeens,  Bogus  Clubs,  fyc.  - - 390 

8.  Saturdays : Question  of  Earlier 

Closing 391 

9.  Other  Details  generally  • - 391 


Clergy  - 
Clonmel  - 
Clues,  and  Bogus  Clubs 
Cork  : 


- 390 


1 . Stale  of  Public  Opinion  in  Cork 

upon  the  Question  of  Sunday 
Closing  ----- 

2.  Drunkenness  on  Sundays  and  other 

Days  - 

3.  Shebeens,  Home  Drinking,  ifc. 

4.  Licensed  Houses  - - - - 

5.  Question  of  Earlier  Closing  on 

Saturday  - 


Country  Districts  - 
Curtailment  of  Hours  - - - 

Dinner  Beer  - - 

Drunkenness  - 
D ublin  : 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  in  Dublin 

upon  the  Question  of  Sunday 
Closing 

2.  Constitution  and  Action  of  the  Cor- 

poration - - - - - 

3.  Evidence  adverse  to  Total  Closing : 

suggested  Curtailment  of  the 
present  Hours  - - - - 

4.  Drunkenness  - 


401 

402 

405 

406 


Dublin — continued.  page 

5.  Shebeens  and  other  Illicit  Drinking  409 

6.  Bond  Tide  Traveller  Clause  - - 410 

7.  Dwellings  of  the  'Working  Classes  - 410 

8.  Saturday  Drinking;  Question  of 

Earlier  Closing  - - - - 4 1 1 

9.  Other  Details  generally  - - 411 

Dwellings  of  the  WoRKihG  Classes  - - 411 

Home  Drinking  : 

1 . Evidence  adverse  to  Total  Closing  of 

Public  Houses  on  Sunday  as 
aggravating  the  Evil  of  Home 
Drinking  - - - - - 42 1 

2.  Evidence  to  a contrary  Purport  - 421 

Kilkenny 424 

Licenses  - ...  . . . . 425 

Limerick  : 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  upon  the 

Question  of  Total  Closing  on  Sun- 
day and  Earlier  Closing  on  Satur- 

daV 425 

2.  Drunkenness  - 426 

3.  Shebeens  and  Hawkers  of  Spirits  - 42G 

4.  Number  of  Public-houses,  and  how 

conducted  - - - - - 426 

Londonderry  ------  426 

Penalties  -------  434 

Police 434 

Publicans  -------  436 

Saturdays  ; 

1.  Concurrence  of  Evidence  as  to  the 

Excessive  Drinking  on  Saturday 
Night  and  as  to  the  Expediency  of 
Earlier  Closing  on  that  Day  - 440 

2.  Exceptions  taken  to  t)ie  Proposals 

for  Earlier  Closing  on  Saturday  441 

3.  Conclusions  of  the  Committee  - 442 

Shebeens 442 


3Q 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INDEX. 


Sligo  : page 

1 . Evidence  in  strong  Approval  gene- 

rally of  the  Working  of  the  Sun- 
day Closing  Acts  ...  444 

2.  Evidence  to  a contrary  Purport  - 444 

Temperance , and  Temperance  Societies  - - 445 

Total  Closing  on  Sunday  • 44§ 


Travellers  : 

1.  Concurrence  of  Evidence  as  to  the 
Abuse  under  the  Bond  Fide 
Traveller  Clause,  and  as  to  the 
Expediency  of  an  Extension  of 


Travellers — continued.  page 

3.  Proceedings  before  Magistrates  - 448 

4.  Suggestions  in  connection  with  the 

Abolition  of  the  Clause  in  Ques- 
tion ------  44c) 

5.  Proposed  Action  of  the  Local 

Authority  of  each  Town  in  fixing 
the  Distance  Test  - - - 449 

6.  Evidence  adverse  to  any  Increase  of 

Restrictions  - 449 

7.  Conclusions  of  the  Committee  - 449 

Waterford  - • - - - - 452 


the  Distance  l est 


. Conditions  and  Restrictions  sugges- 
ted as  to  the  class  of  Houses  for 
supplying  Travellers  on  Sundays  448 


Women  and  Children 
Working  Classes 
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INDEX. 


[A..B. — In  this  Index  the  Figures  following  the  Names  of  the  Witnesses,  and  those  in  the  Analysis 
of  Evidence  of  each  Witness,  refer  to  the  Questions  in  the  Evidence;  the  Figures  following 
App.  refer  to  the  Pages  in  the  Appendix;  and  the  Numerals  following  Rep.  to  the  Pages  in  the 
Report.] 


A. 

ACT  OF  1872.  Summary  of  the  regulations  in  force  under  the  Act  of  1872  as  to  the  hours 
of  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays,  Christmas  Day,  Good  Friday,  and  certain  other 
days ; in  towns  with  a population  of  more  than  5,000  the  houses  were  allowed  to  be  open 
between  two  p.m.  and  nine  p.m.,  and  outside  those  towns  between  two  p.m.  and 

seven  p.m.,  Reed  53-55 Closing  since  1872011  week  days  except  between  seven  a.m. 

and  eleven  p.m.  in  the  large  towns,  and  except  between  seven  a.m.  and  ten  p.m.  else- 
where ; these  are  the  present  hours  throughout  Ireland  on  week  days,  ib.  54. 

Act  of  1878  : 

Alteration  under  the  Act  of  1878  whereby  public-houses  outside  the  five  exempted 
towns,  Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  have  been  closed  for  the  whole 
of  Sunday,  whilst  in  these  towns  they  are  allowed  to  be  open  from  two  p.m.  to  seven  p.m., 
Reed  55. 

Concurrence  of  evidence  as  to  the  very  successful  and  beneficial  operation  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act  throughout  the  country  districts,  so  that  it  should  be  made 
permanent,  Reed  65—79.  137*  138-  211,212;  Cameron  1469—1472.  1555~1562;  Davis 
1911-1913.  2167-2170  ; 5570.  5695-5702.  5877-5879;  O’Aee/e  8253-8258  ; 

Troy  10819-10822. 10878-10884. 

Inquiry  made  by  witness  through  the  several  county  inspectors  as  to  the  working  of 
the  Act  of  1878  ; satisfactory  character  of  ail  the  reports  recei  ved,  witness  testifying  to 

the  beneficial  operation  of  the  Act  on  several  points,  Reed  65-79.  292>  293-  3*5 

Application  of  the  Act  in  populous  towns  without  any  disturbance  of  the  peace,  ib.  68, 

6g Conclusion  that  the  people  in  the  larger  towns  as  well  as  those  in  the  country 

have  been  accustomed  to  the  existing  law,  as  they  have  not  expressed  any  desire  fora 
relaxation  of  restrictions,  ib.  211-219.  223,  224.  254-261. 

Opening  on  Sunday  from  two  till  seven  o’clock  since  October  1 878,  the  hours  previously 

having  been  from  two  tili  nine,  Hnrrel  405-408 General  feeling  among  the  better 

classes  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  ib.  457 Decided  opinion  that  the  Sunday 

Closing  Act  lias  had  a very  good  effect  wherever  it  has  been  in.  force  ; belief  that  if 
extended  it  would  be  an  effective  check  on  the  drunkenness  which  at  present  exists, 
Jennings  5695,  5696.  5780,  578 1 . 5784. 

Circulation  of  queries  by  witness  throughout  the  country  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
Act,  the  question  of  its  extension,  the  action  of  the  police,  &c. ; overwhelming 
testimony  received  as  to  the  beneficial  effect  ot  the  Act,  Wigliam  691 7 G92^.  7^4— 
7123. 

Opinion  that  the  Act  of  1878  has  not  fulfilled  its  objects  and  that  in  Youghal 
and  elsewhere  shebeening  and  other  abuses  have  increased  since  the  Act,  Ronayne 
9820-9831. 

Result  of  witness’  observation  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  been  of  enormous 
benefit  to  the  rural  districts  of  Ireland,  that  the  provincial  towns  are  now  much  more 
peaceable  and  orderly  on  Sunday,  and  that  the  Act  is  strongly  approved  by  the  great 
mass  of  the  public,  Healy  10155-10159.  10215,  10216.  10345-10350.  10375-10377. 

Very  general  testimony  borne  by  the  witnesses  to  the  beneficial  results  which  have 

attended  “the  operation  of  the  Act  of  1878,  Rep.  iii Conclusion  of  the  Committee  that 

none  of  the  evils  which  were  predicted  by  some  persons  as  likely  to  ensue  from  the 
passing  of  the  Act  have  been  proved  to  have  arisen  to  any  appreciable  extent,  ib. 
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Act  of  1878 — continued. 

Recommendation  by  the  Committee  that  the  Act  of  1878  should  be  made  perpetual 
and  extended  to  the  five  cities  now  exempted  from  the  full  operation  of  the  Act, 
Rep.  iii,  iv.  xxiii. 

See  also  the  Headings  generally  throughout  the  Index. 

Artizans’  Dwellings.  See  Dublin,  7.  Diuellings  of  the  Working  Classes. 


B. 

Bands.  Beneficial  effect  if  these  were  Sunday  bands  in  Dublin,  as  in  Continental 
cities,  Tynan  6546-6549. 

Beer.  Reference  to  the  wholesale  beer  dealers’  house  as  not  being  subject  to  any 

conditions  respecting  the  hours  of  sule,  Reed  6-8 Conditions  of  the  beer  retailers’ 

house  ; belief  that  there  are  about  144  of  these  licenses  chiefly  in  Dublin,  ib.  3-2-42. 

Growing  use  of  porter  by  the  people  with  their  meals  ; probability  that  porter  would 
chiefly  be  used  for  home  drinking,  though  witness  doubts  whether  it  is  any  more  whole- 
some than  good  whiskey,  Convery  9394-9403-  9558-956 1- 

Number  of  beer  retail  houseshaving  the  beer  retail  license  only,  in  all  Ireland,  and  in 
Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  respectively,  App.  471. 

Belfast  : 

j.  State  of  Public  Opinion  in  Belfast  upon  the  Question  of  Sunday  Closing. 

2.  Views  of  the  Clergy. 

3.  Town  Council. 

4.  Publicans  and  the  Trade. 

5-  Views  of  Police  Officers. 

6.  Drunkenness  on  Sundays  and  on  Week-days. 

7.  Shebeens,  Bogus  Clubs,  fyc. 

8.  Saturdays;  Question  of  Earlier  Closing. 

9.  Other  Details  generally. 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  in  Belfast  upon  the  Question  of  Sunday  Closing  : 

Explanation  that  witness  never  anticipated  any  resistance  to  the  law  in  Belfast,  by 
which  the  hours  were  shortened ; loyal  observance  of  the  law  on  the  whole,  Harrel  528- 
53°- 

Decided  view  that  where  Sunday  opening  is  distasteful  to.  the  majority  of  the 
community  the  Act  of  1878  should  be  put  into  operation;  conclusion,  moreover,  that  the 
preponderance  of  feeling  in  Belfast  is  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sunday,  Cameron  1268. 

1277.  1452-1456.  1462’  1463.  1546-1554.  1635 Public  “meetings  held  in  favour  of 

Sunday  closing  ; unanimous  expression  of  feeling  on  this  subject  at  a meeting  of  the 

working  classes  in  St.  George’s  Hall,  #.  1277-1280.  1284-1288.  1330-1339. 1571-1573 

Statement  that  this  meeting  was  convened  by  placard  under  the  auspices  of  a body 

of  w orking  men  ; opinion  that  the  meeting  was  fairly  representative,  ib.  1278-1280. 

Strong  belief  that  the  employers  of  labour  are  generally  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing ; 
admission  that  the  employers  have  very  pronounced  views  in  favour  of  temperance, 
Cameron  1289.  1307.  1327-1329.  1398-1429.1448,  1449.  1 592.  1617-1 619  — Belief 
that  it  is  the  universal  opinion  in  the  town  that,  as  an  alternative  to  total  closing,  the 
hours  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  should  be  shortened,#.  1313.  1473_1475- 

1632 Admission  that  to  a certain  extent  there  is  strong  Sabbatarian  feeling  in  Belfast ; 

contention,  nevertheless,  that  the  preponderance  of  opinion  is  overwhelming  in  favour  of 
total  Sunday  closing,  ib.  1450-1456. 

Further  information  respecting  the  feeling  of  the  working  people  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  ; numerous  instances  in  which  men  in  factories  have  expressed  the  desire  that 
they  should  be  protected  from  themselves,  Cameron  1580-1582.  1593_1599-  *629-  tSfi2- 
1656. 

Witness,  who  is  now  Mayor  of  Belfast,  is  strongly  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing 
of  public-houses  in  the  town;  gunds  upon  which  this  opinion  is  formed,  Sir  J.  H.  Haslelt 
1682—1691. 1717-1719.  1722-1724.  1732.  1744.-  a745-  1 757-  1769.177.0-  1779-1785- — 
Belief  that  Sunday  closing  would  be  generally  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants  and  working 
men;  opposition  only  to  be  feared  from  those  persons  who  are  constant  drinkers,  #. 

1G84.  1709-1712.  1728-130.  1801 Absence  of  any  public  expression  of  feeling 

against  Sunday  closing  ; important  meetings  held  in  favour  of  extending  the  Act  to  the 
town,  ib.  1790-1792.  1808-1818. 

Strong 
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Belt  a st — continued. 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  in  Belfast , 8fc. — continued. 

Strong  feeling  of  the  working  people  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sundays;  explanation 
of  the  means  adopted  for  obtaining  their  opinions,  Davis  1 858-1893.  1 980-2001 . 2005- 

2014.  2058-2062.  2086-2088.  2091,  2092.  2131-2136.  2152-2154.  2187-2190.  2215 

Meetings  convened  by  working  men  at  which  resolutions  were  passed  in  favour  of  total 
Sunday  closing  ; these  meetings  were  in  no  sense  supported  by  the  Temperance  League, 
ib.  1806-1881.  2093-2096.  2245-2249.  2272-2274. 

Computalion  that  of  the  Belfast  population  sixty-seven  per  cent,  are  for,  and  thirty- 

three  per  cent,  against  Sunday  closing,  Davis  1886,  1887.  2256-2260 Desire  on  the 

part  of  the  majority  of  the  Roman  Catholics  that  public-houses  should  be  open  on 
Sundays ; opinion  that  the  Protestant  population  are  on  the  other  hand  in  favour  of 

total  closing,  ib.  2122.  2128.  2146,  2147.  2251-2263 Calculation  as  to  the  relative 

percentage  of  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  in  favour  of  opening  the  public-houses 
on  Sunday,  ib.  2256-2260. 

Statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Trades  Council,  which  comprises  twenty-eight  trades, 
comprising  some  5,000  an izans,  are  precluded  from  interfering  in  political  matters,  and 
have  nut  passed  any  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing,  but  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  are  in  favoui  of  the  total  closing  of  public-houses 
on  Sunday,  and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  Monro  9144-9159. 

Opinion  that  the  majority  of  the  working  classes  would  approve  of  entire  closing  on 
Sunday  and  of  earlier  Saturday  closing;  large  body,  however,  in  favour  of  at  first  cur- 
tailing the  hours  on  Sunday,  Monro  9160-9167.  9228,  9229 Explanation  that 

witness  has  not  been  delegated  by  the  Trades  Council  to  represent  that  body  before  the 
Committee,  though  he  appears  as  a representative  of  the  working  men,  ib.  9174-9178. 
92SG-9289. 

Information  respecting  public  meetings  at  which  resolutions  have  been  passed  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing  : large  attendance  of  working  men  on  these  occasions,  Monro 

9205-9224-  9299— 93 1 A-  9332"934°-  9344>  9345 Resolutions  to  the  same  effect  passed 

at  Easter  Vestries,  and  by  the  Belfast  Presbytery  and  other  public  bodies,  ib.  9224-9227. 

934 1 • 

Examination  with  further  reference  to  the  Trades  Council  not  having  passed,  nor 
been  asked  by  witness  to  pass,  any  resolution  on  the  question  at  issue  ; belief,  however, 
that  the  trades  of  Belfast  are,  by  a majority  of  their  members,  in  favour  of  Sunday 

closing,  Monro  9264-9298.  9346-9371 Importance  attached  to  the  absence  of  any 

meetings  (save  of  the  publicans)  adverse  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Bill,  ib.  9357,  9358. 

Belief  that  witness  represents  not  only  (he  Roman  Catholics  of  Belfast  but  the 
majority  of  the  working  classes,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic;  evidence  in  strong 
disapproval,  on  several  grounds,  of  total  closing  on  Sunday,  Convery  9372  et  seq . ; 9567- 
9574- 

2.  Views  of  the  Clergy  : 

Information  respecting  the  opinions  on  the  subject  held  by  the  clergy  of  the  different 
denominations  in  Belfast  ; unanimous  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Protestant  clergy  in 

favour  of  entire  Sunday  closing,  Cameron  1281-1283.  1311,  1312.  1460,  1 46 1 — 

Desire  on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  that  the  opening  time  should  be 
shortened  by  two  hours  on  Sunday  and  two  hours  on  Saturday,  ib.  128°,  1282 — —Belief 
that  the  local  ministers  generally  are  strongly  in  favour  of  earlv  closing  on  Saturday 

nights,  Sir  J.  H.  Haslett  1802-1805 General  feeling  of  the  Belfast  clergy  in  favour 

of  total  Sunday  closing ; opinion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  that  shortening  the  hours 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  would  be  belter  th  in  total  closing,  Davis  1883,  1884.  2062-2085. 
2119-2122.  2156-2162.2243. 

Views  of  other  clergymen  besides  witness  adverse  fo  total  closing  on  Sunday;  similar 
views  of  the  late  and  present  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor,  Convery  9383-9389. 

3.  Town  Council : 

Explanation  that  the  question  of  Sunday  closing  has  not  been  brought  before  the 
Town  Council,  Sir  J.  H.  Haslett  1740,  1741.  1789. 

4.  Publicans  and  the  Trade  : 

Deputation  to  witness  from  persons  interested  in  the  trade  who  expressed  their 
acquiescence  in  a shortening  of  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  hours  for  opening;  strong 
objection  made  by  these  persons  to  throwing  the  drinking  trade  into  the  hands  of 
shebeeners  by  total  closing  on  Sunday,  Cameron  1340,  1341.  1361-1365. 

Statement  that  in  witness’  own  district  out  of  167  publicans  only  twenty-six  are  in 

favour  of  total  closing  on  Sunday,  Davis  2163-2165 Belief  that  the  trade  generally 

is  opposed  to  shortening  the  hours,  ib.  2166. 
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Belfast — continued. 

4.  Publicans  and  the  Trade — continued. 

Inaccurate  interpretation  by  Mr.  Cameron  of  the  views  of  the  licensed  victuallers ; 
contention  that  the  vintners  did  not  express  willingness  to  curtail  the  hours  of  opening 

on  Sundays,  Flanagan  2293-2313 Meeting  called  by  the  publicans  of  Belfast  to 

protest  against  the  Sunday  Closing  Bills,  Monro  9202-9204. 

5.  Views  of  Police  Officers  : 

Explanation  as  to  witness  having  formerly  recommended  that  the  houses  in  Belfast 
should  be  closed  at  seven  instead  of  nine;  that  is,  with  a view  to  further  curtailment 
gradually,  Harrel  664-668. 

Strong  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  to  extend  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  Belfast; 
numerous  grounds  upoo  which  this  opinion  lias  been  formed,  Cameron  1262-1276. 1395- 

1397.  1447.  1488,  1489.  1634,  1635 Repudiation  by  witness  of any  relationship  with 

Belfast  families  which  would  in  any  way  influence  his  opinions,  ib.  1365-1368 

General  agreement  among  witness  and  the  other  local  constabulary  officers  upon  the 
question  at  issue,  ib.  1428-1434. 

Decided  belief  that  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed  on  Sundays  and  drastic 
legislation  were  passed  in  refereuce  to  shebeening,  it  would  materially  reduce  Sunday 

drinking,  Davis  2107-21 10.  21 12,  21 13.  2145 Admission  that  there  are  a certain 

number  of  persons  who,  not  having  houses  of  their  own,  would  require  some  place  of 
accommodation  and  relreshment  on  Sundays,  ib.  2282-2288.  2292. 

6.  Drunkenness  on  Sundays  and  on  Week-days  : 

Explanations  in  connection  with  returns  prepared  by  witness,  showing  the  number  of 
arrests  in  Belfast  for  drunkenness  on  Sundays,  and  for  other  breaches  of  the  law,  extend- 
ing over  a period  of  fourteen  years;  belief  that  very  many  more  people  get  drunk  than 
are  represented  by  the  figures  in  these  returns,  and  that  drinking  is  very  excessive, 
Cameron  1 196— 1261.  1266-1269. 1383-1394.  1483-1487.  1541-1544.  1583. 1624-1628 

Diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  during  the  riots  explained  by 

the  fact  that  the  police  were  otherwise  engaged  than  looking  after  the  licensing  laws,  ib. 
1435-1446. 

Witness  has  heard  from  some  of  the  working  men,  and  from  employers,  that  more  than 
half  the  whole  number  of  working  men  are  under  the  influence  of  drink  on  the  Saturday 
or  Sunday;  he  should  not  be  surprised  if  this  were  so,  Cameron  i486,  1487. 

Information  generally  as  to  the  cases  brought  before  the  police  courts  in  connection 
with  drunkenness  ; explanation  that  the  reason  of  the  largest  number  being  on  Monday  is 
that  two  days  are  involved,  Sir  J.  B.  Haslett  1685-1687.  1713-1716.  1748-1754.  1771  — 

1 775-  1786-1788 Conclusion  that  when  the  large  population  and  the  character  of 

employment  of  the  people  is  considered,  drunkenness  does  not  exist  to  a great  extent ; 
exceedingly  few  arrests  on  Sunday,  ib.  1685-1687.  1693.  1731.  1746,  1747.  1755-1758. 

1776- 1778. 

Entire  disagreement  with  certain  evidence  as  to  the  excessive  prevalence  of  drunken- 
ness, and  as  to  half  the  population  indulging  to  excess  ; decided  view,  considering  the 
population,  that  Belfast  is  not  at  all  a drunken  city,  Davis  1894-1897.  2002-2004.  2009. 

2106.  2198-2200 Opinion  that  Belfast  is  at  the  present  time  as  quiet  a town  as  there 

is  in  Ireland,  ib.  2191,  2192 Circumstances  under  which  the  Trades  Council  passed  a 

resolution  condemnatory  of  a statement  by  Inspector  Cameron  that  half  the  workingmen 
were  under  the  influence  of  drink  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Monro  9293-9295. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  Sunday  drunkenness  does  not  prevail  extensively, 
and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  an  alteration  in  the  existing  law,  Convery  9406-9410. 
9451-9453-  9472“947^ Consideration  of  the  relative  number  of  arrests  for  drunken- 

ness on  Sunday  and  on  Saturday,  with  refereuce  to  the  number  of  hours  for  which  drink 
is  sold  on  each  day;  very  little  value  attached  to  the  arrests  as  an  indication  of 
drunkenness,  ib.  9575-9586. 

Return  showing  the  number  of  persons  arrested  and  summoned  for  drunkenness,  or  for 
drunkenness  combined  with  any  other  offence  on  week  days  for  each  of  the  years  1 874-87  ; 

App.  459 Similar  returns  for  Sundays,  ib.  460. 

Number  of  arrests  and  of  convictions  for  drunkenness,  &c.,  on  each  day  of  the  week  in 
the  several  years  1874-87,  App.  466,  467. 

7.  Shebeens,  Bogus  Clubs,  §c.  : 

Information  with  reference  to  shebeening  and  to  convictions  for  this  offence  over 
a period  of  fifteen  years  ; explanation  that  a shebeen  house  is  one  for  which  the  owner  has 

no  license  of  any  kind  whatever,  Cameron  1242-1250.  1517.  1602-1609.  1657-1665 

Non-existence  at  the  present  time  of  bogus  clubs  in  Belfast ; total  closing  would  un- 
doubtedly lead  to  the  establishment  of  such  places,  Cameron  1314-1324.  1423-1427. 

1563- 
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Belfast — continued. 

7.  Shebeens,  Bogus  Clubs,  Sfc. — continued.  1 

1563  et  seq. ; Davis  1953-1956.  2053-2057.  2144,  2x45.  2203-2207.  2264.  2282, 
2283.  ’\ 

Belief  that  illicit  sales  of  liquor  would  not  be  increased  by  the  total  closing  of  public- 

houses  on  Sunday,  Sir  J.  11.  Haslett  1720,  1721 Non-existence  of  bogus  clubs  in 

Belfast,  ib.  1725-1728 Opinion  that  sbebeening  does  not  prevail  to  a large  extent,  ib. 

1768 Conclusion  that  the  evil  of  shebeening  could  be  effectually  dealt  with  by  the 

police,  under  a system  of  Sunday  closing,  Monro  9179-9184.  9254-9263. 

Belief  that  a law  for  the  total  closing  of  the  public-houses  in  Belfast  on  Sunday 
would  much  increase  illicit  sales  at  prohibited  hours,  and  would  give  a great  stimulus 

to  shebeening,  Convery  9378-9380.  9411-9424.  9600-9602 Great  abuse  in  a portion 

of  the  St.  Peter’s  district  by  reason  of  illicit  sale  in  Some  low-class  licensed  houses  at 
prohibited  hours  on  Sunday  morning;  active  steps  taken  by  witness  for  suppressing 
this  evil,  for  which  he  holds  the  police  responsible,  ib.  9411-9420.  9428-9433.  9458, 
9459.  9464-9467.  9477,  9478. 9498-9509-  952i-9525- 

Returns  showing  the  number  of  convictions  against  shebeens  and  hawkers  of  spirits 
for  the  years  1873-87  for  illegally  selling  intoxicating  liquors,  and  the  number  of  houses 
known  at  present  to  the  constabulary  as  being  shebeens  and  the  number  suspected  to  be 
shebeens,  App.  461.  464,  465. 

8.  Saturdays  ; Question  of  Earlier  Closing  ; 

Statement  that  excessive  drinking  prevails  to  a considerable  extent  on  Saturday 

nighrs,  Cameron  1308 Half-holiday  generally  observed  in  the  factories  on  Saturdays, 

ib.  1310. 

Strong  objection  to  closing  on  Saturday  nights  at  an  earlier  hour  than  at  present; 
such  a rule  would  be  ruinous  to  witness’  business,  Corliss  1845-1852. 

Statistics  prepared  by  the  police  as  to  the  numbers  of  persons  entering  public-houses 
between  certain  hours  of  the  day  on  a Saturday  and  a Sunday,  Davis  1945-1951.  2050- 
2052.2141 Advocacy  of  closing  on  Saturday  at  nine  o’clock;  great  benefit  antici- 

pated, without  inconvenience  on  the  score  of  marketing,  Monro  9168-9173. 

Existence  of  some  drunkenness  in  Belfast  on  Saturday  night,  but  not  to  an  alarming 
extent;  dissent  from  certain  evidence  to  a contrary  purport,  Convery  9472-9475-  9532~ 

9538.  9578-9586 Admission  that  some  of  the  people  seen  drunk  by  witness  on 

Sunday  morning  were  probably  drunk  on  the  previous  Saturday  night,  ib.  9539-9543. 

9.  Other  Details  generally  : > 

The  approximate  area  of  Belfast  is  about  ten  and  a-half  square  miles  with'q  population 

of  233,000 ; Cameron  1187,  1 188 Statement  of  the  number  of  licensed  houses  at  the 

present  time  including  those  holding  a spirit  grocer’s  license,  ib.  1189-1195.  1480. 

Information  respecting  the  comparative  expenditure  upon  provisions  and  liquors  used 
in  his  refreshment  business  in  Belfast  during  the  three  years  ended  November  1887; 

Corless  1836-1839 Six-day  license  only  used  by  witness,  although  he  has  got  a 

seven-day  license,  ib.  1840-1844. 

Part  taken  by  the  Trades  Council  towards  bringing;  about  a reduction  in  the  hours  of 
labour  of  working  men  ; exped  iency  of  reduction  also  in  the  case  of  public-house  assistants, 
Monro  9192-9198.  9230-9253.  9324-9331- 

Comment  upon  the  exclusion  of  Roman  Catholics  in  Belfast  from  numerous  offices 
and  employments,  so  that  many  of  them  are  constrained  into  keeping  public-houses, 
Convery  9436-9442. 

Number  of  public-houses  for  which  licenses  of  different  kinds  were  held  on  1st  March 
1888 ; App.  453. 

Number  of  publicans  convicted  for  breaches  of  the  licensing  laws  committed  on 
Sundays  and  week  days,  respectively,  during  the  ten  years  ended  31st  December  1887 ; 
App.  460. 

Return  of  the  number  of  spirit  grocers  and  beer  retailers  convicted  for  breaches  of  the 
licensing  laws  committed  on  Sundays  and  week-days,  respectively,  during  the  ten 
years  ended  31st  December  1887  ; App.  461. 

See  also  Home  Drinking.  Police.  Saturdays.  Total  Closing  on  Sundays. 

Bogus  Clubs.  See  Clubs,  Sfc. 

Bona-fide  Travellers.  See  Travellers. 
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Bottled  Porter,  Sfc.  Surreptitious  sales  of  bottled  whiskey  and  bottled  porter  for  home 
drinking  on  Sunday ; belief,  however,  that  the  balance  of  advantages  as  regards 

temperance  is  on  the  side  of  {Sunday  closing,  Reed  206-21  1 Abu«e  in  connection  with 

the  practice  of  hawking  bottled  poiter  in  the  streets,  Harrel  532 Increased  cost  of 

bottled  beer  for  home  drink ir.g  on  Sunday  as  compared  with  draught  beer,  the  latler 
moreover  being  fresh,  Nannhti  7864.  7946-7951. 

Bull,  Robert  George.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  District  Inspector  of  Waterford 
City;  was  stationed  previously  at  Belfast  for  several  years,  3687-3689. 

Detailed  information  respecting  the  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness  and 
offences  in  connection  therewith,  in  the  Waterford  district  since  the  year  1874  ; state- 
ment that  boih  the  charges  and  the  convictions  have  been  increasing  year  by  year  since 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act  came  into  force,  3690-3697.  3740-3744.  3851-3858.  3863- 

3S79-  3K99-3905-  39°9*3912-  392'-3924-  3962-3970-  4006-4022.  4048-4053 

Explanations  upon  return  prepared  by  witness  showing  the  number  and  character  of  the 
licensed  public-houses  in  Waterford  ; the  publicans  are  almost  entirely  grocers  as  well, 
3698-3708.  3741 . 3884.  3895-3898.  3952- 

Information  as  to  the  view  held  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing  by  the  inhabitants 
and  by  the  clergy  of  Waterford  ; belief  that  the  woiking  classes  would  as  a rule  object 
to  closing  on  Saturday  evenings,  3709-3721.  3747-3782.  3826-3844.  3986-4000  — - 
Suggestion  that  delay  to  admit  a policeman  when  he  demands  admittance  to  a public- 

house  should  be  made  penal  by  statute,  3726,  3727.  4048-4053 Opinion  that  in 

Waterford  there  is  neither  improvement  nor  deterioration  as  regards  drunkenness  amon°- 
the  working  class,  3729-373'-  3769-378-’-  3925"3929-  395' • 4023-4026- 

Considerable  amount  of  abuse  in  Waterford  of  the  bona,  fide  traveller  clause  of  the 
Act;  contention  that  the  limit  of  distance  under  this  clause  should  not  be  less  than  six 

miles,  3732-3734.  3802-3818.  39' 3-3915-  3947~395o-  397!-3978-  4037-4045 

Absence  of  bogus  clubs  in  Waterford  at  the  present  time;  probability  of  these  clubs 
being  encouraged  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed  on  Sundays,  3735.  3783-3790. 
.3822-3825.  3845-3850.  3916-3920.  3953-3956.  3979-3985- 

Suggestion  that  on  Saturday  the  public-houses  should  be  closed  at  nine,  and  on 
Sunday  open  from  two  to  five  o’clock  ; opinion  that  no  serious  inconvenience  would  be 
caused  by  the  adoption  of  these  hours,  3738,  3739.  3819-3821.  3883-3894.  3934~394o 

Belief  that  with  slightly  extended  powtrs  the  police  would  be  able  to  put  down 

■shebeens  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed  on  Sundays;  insignificant  amount  of 
•shebeening  even  if  it  exisis  at  all  in  the  country  districts  of  Waterford,  3791-3801. 3822. 
3868-3871.  3906,  3907.  3943-3946.  3957>  3958. 

Conclusion  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  not,  so  far,  very  much  tended  in  the 

directioiy.of  temperance,  3861-3867.  3899-3905 Belief  that  if  the  public-houses  were 

entirely  closed  on  Sunday  it  would  benefit  the  cause  of  temperance  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  some  people  would  get  drink  under  any  circumstances,  3930-3933.  4028,  4029 

View  that  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays  would  not  tend  to  increase 

home-drinking.;  belief  that  the  people  would  not  bring  home  drink  to  any  great  extent, 
4032-4035. 

Byrne,  John  A.,  M.D.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Extensive  experience  of  witness  as  a 
medical  man  in  Dublin  ; he  is  well  conversant  with  the  habits  of  the  working  classes, 
8325-8334- 

Large  number  of  men  employed  in  gas  . works,  bakeries,  and  factories  on  Sunday, 
where  the  labour  is  very  severe ; great  hardship  if  these  men  could  not  obtain  porter  at 
the  public-houses,  as  being  a nutritious  and  wholesome  drink,  8335-8351.  8362-8366. 

,8380-8382.  8410-8418.8431-8438 Comparatively  limited  amount  of  drunkenness  in 

Dublin,  witness  denying  that  it  is  a drunken  city  ; statement  hereon  as  to  the  Registrar 
General’s  return  of  the  deaths  from  drunkenness,  8352-8359.  8367-8375.  8425-8427. 

. 8463-8466. 

Reliance  placed  by  witness  upon  the  action  of  the  clergy,  upon  education,  and  upon 
voluntary  associations  for  affecting  a diminution  of  intemperance;  decided  objection  to 
coercive  legislation  as  the  means  of  securing  temperance,  8359-8361..  8452-8459.  8479, 

8480 Respects  in  which  home-drinking  would  be  more  objectionable  than  drinking  in 

a licensed  house,  8376-8378.  8399-8405 Probability  that  shebeening  in  Dublin  and 

the  suburbs  would  largely  increase  on  Sunday  if  the  licensed  houses  were  closed,  8379. 

Advantage  in  the  houses  being  open  on  Sunday  as  alcoholic  drinks  are  sometimes 

promptly  required  medicinally,  8383-8387 Approval  of  the  hours  being  from  two  till 

seven  as  giving  reasonable  facilities  for  people  to  obtain  beer  or  porter,  8388-8390. 

Statement  to  the  effect  that  labouring  men  might  do  as  well  without  porter  as  with  it, 
and  that  men  who  habitually  drink  it  are  at  some  disadvantage  in  time  of  illness,  8391- 

8397.  8439,  8440 Better  health  on  the  whole  if  there  were  not  so  much  drinking, 

8406-8409. 

Excessive 
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Byrne,  John  A.,  M.D.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Excessive  amount  of  drinking  chiefly  on  Saturday  night;  undue  restriction,  however, 

if  the  licensed  houses  were  closed  at  nine  on  Saturday,  8441-8451.  8474 Temperate 

habits  of  people  on  the  Continent  in  the  absence  of  coercive  legislation,  8459.  8467-8473 

Long  hours  of  young  men  in  grocers’  establishments  and  in  public-houses,  though 

witness  has  not  heard  any  complaint  on  the  subject,  8460-846-2.  8475-8478. 


c. 

Cameron,  Charles  Ewan  Allen.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  Town  Inspector  of 
Belfast,  which  office  witness  has  held  since  March  1887;  has  also  been  stationed  at 
Limerick  and  Ballina,  1180-1186.  1357-1360. 

The  approximate  area  of  Belfast  is  about  ten  and  a-half  square  miles  with  a population 

of  233,000;  1187,  n88 Statement  of  the  number  of  licensed  houses  at  the  present 

time,  including  those  holding  a spirit  grocer’s  license,  1189-1195.  1480 Returns  pre- 

pared by  witness  showing  the  number  of  arrests  in  Belfast  for  drunkenness  on  Sundays, 
and  for  other  breaches  of  the  law,  extending  over  a period  of  fourteen  years  ; belief  that 
very  many  more  people  gel  drunk  than  are  represented  by  the  figures  in  these  returns, 
and  that  the  drinking  is  very  excessive,  1196-1261.  1266-12C9.  1383-1394.  1483-1487. 
1541-1544.  1583.  1624-1628. 

Information  with  reference  to  shebeening,  and  to  convictions  for  the  offence,  over  a 
period  of  fifteen  years ; explanation  that  a shebeen-house  is  one  for  which  the  owner  has 
no  license  of  any  kind  whatever,  1242-1250.  1517.  1602-1609.  1657-1665. 

Strong  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  to  extend  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  Belfast; 
numerous  grounds  upon  which  this  opinion  has  been  formed,  1262-1276.  1395-1397. 

1447.  1634,  ^35 Decided  view  that  where  Sunday  opening  is  distasteful  to  the 

majority  of  the  community  the  Act  should  be  put  into  operation  ; assertion  that  the 
preponderance  of  feeling  in  Belfast  is  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  1268.  1277.  1452- 
1456.  1462,  1463.  1546-1554.  1635. 

Argument  that  on  the  score  of  convenience  it  is  not  necessary  to  open  public-houses 
on  Sunday  ; drink  for  home-consumption  on  Sunday  can  be  had  on  Saturdays,  as  well 

as  other  commodities,  1265.  1348 Serious  evil  resulting  from  Sunday  drunkenness  in 

the  consequent  loss  to  trade,  and  also  to  numbers  of  sober  woikmen  who  lose  their 
employment  by  the  absence  of  the  drunken  men  on  Monday,  1269-1276. 

Public  meetings  held  in  Belfast  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing;  unanimous  expression  of 
feeling  on  this  subject  at  a meeting  of  the  working  classes  in  St.  George’s  Hall,  1277- 

1280.  1284-1288.  1330-1339.1571-1573 Statement  that  this  meeting  was  convened 

by  placard  under  the  auspices  of  a body  of  working  men ; opinion  that  the  meeting  was 
fairly  representative,  1278-1280. 

Information  respecting  the  opinions  on  this  subject  held  by  the  clergy  of  the  different 
denominations  in  Belfast ; unanimous  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Protestant  clergy  in 

favour  of  entire  Sunday  closing,  1281-1283.  1311,  1312.  1460,  1461 Desire  on  the 

part  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  that  the  opening  time  should  be  shortened  by  two 
hours  on  Sunday  and  two  hours  on  Saturday,  1281,  1282. 

Strong  belief  that  the  employers  of  labour  in  Belfast  are  generally  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing ; admission  that  the  employers  have  very  pronounced  views  in  favour  of 

temperance,  1289.1307.  1327-1329.  1592.  1617-1619 General  desire  on  the  part  of 

the  Belfast  employes  that  there  should  be  entire  closing  on  Sunday ; explanation  as  to 
the  means  adopted  by  witness  for  obtaining  their  opinion  upon  this  matter,  1290-1307. 
1325.  1326.  1398-1429.  1448,  1449. 

Statement  that  excessive  drinking  prevails  to  a considerable  extent  in  Belfast  on 

Saturday  nights,  1308 Payment  of  wages  usually  made  on  Saturday  mornings, 

and  occasionally  on  Fridays;  half  holiday  generally  observed  on  Saturday,  1309,  1310 

Belief  that  it  is  the  universal  opinion  in  the  town  that  as  an  alternative  to  total 

closing,  the  hours  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  should  be  shortened,  1313.  1473-H75- 
1539-  1®31j  1632- 

Assertion  that  bogus  clubs  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  licensing  laws  do  not  exist 
in  Belfast  at  the  present  time;  belief,  on  the  other  hand,  that  such  establishments  would 
come  into  existence  if  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  were  extended  to  the  town,  1314-1324. 

1423-1427.  1563-1570.  1587-1591.  1610.  1665-1673 Deputation  to  witness  from 

persons  interested  in  the  trade  who  expressed  their  acquiescence  in  a shortening  of  the 
Saturday  and  Sunday  hours  for  opening ; strong  objection  made  by  these  persons  to 
throwing  the  drinking  trade  into  the  hands  of  shebeeners  by  total  closing  on  Sunday, 
1340,  1341.  1361-1365. 
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Cameron,  Charles  Ewan  Allen.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

Views  entertained  upon  this  question  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Down 
and  Connor ; (eeling  on  his  part  that  total  closing  on  Sunday  would  lead  to  illicit  drinking 
in  shebeens,  and  also  to  home-drinking,  134-2-1354. 1514,  1515.  1584, 1585.  1600,  1601 
■ — —Belief  that  total  Sunday  closing  exists  at  the  present  lime  in  the  cities  of  Galway 

and  Kilkenny,  1355 Admission  that  p-diee  statistics  upon  the  subject  of  home- 

drinking  are  unreliable ; contention  that  it  is  not  a kind  of  work  to  which  policemen 
should  properly  be  put,  1356-1360. 

Repudiation  by  witness  of  any  relationship  with  Belfast  families  which  would  in  any 

wav  influence  his  opinions,  1365-1368 Explanation  that  the  greater  part  of  the 

drinking  takes  place  on  fair-days  and  on  market-days;  in  Ireland  Saturday  is  the 

general  market-day,  1372-1382.  1536-1538 General  agreement  among  witness  and 

the  other  constabulary  officers  of  Belfast  upon  the  present  subject,  1428-1434. 

Diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  during  the  Belfast  riots  explained 
by  the  fact  that  the  police  were  otherwise  engaged  than  looking  after  the  licensing  laws, 

1435-1446 Admission  that  to  a certain  extent  there  is  a strong  Sabbatarian  feeling 

in  the  town;  contention,  nevertheless,  that  the  preponderance  of  opinion  is  over- 
whelming in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing,  1450-1456. 

Statement  that  in  Limerick,  where  witness  was  previously  stationed,  the  public-house 

business  is  fairly  well  conducted  1457,1458 Belief  that  the  publicans  throughout 

Ireland  would  gladly  fall  in  with  total  closing  if  they  were  not  afraid  of  shebeening, 

1458 Strong  feeling  that  fresh  legislation  is  necessary  to  put  down  shebeens  and  to 

make  bogus  clubs  difficult  of  establishment,  1459.  1464,  1465.  1491. 

Contention  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  worked  successfully  all  over  the  country 
districts  of  Ireland  ; belief  that  there  is  no  desire,  except  on  the  part  of  interested  persons, 

to  re-open  the  public-houses,  where  they  are  entirely  closed,  1469-1472.  1555“ ^5^2 

Admission  that  there  are  certain  persons  in  Belfast  who  would  suffer  inconvenience  by 
the  total  doting  of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday;  opinion,  however,  that  where  opening 
them  would  be  harmful  to  the  bulk  of  the  population  this  inconvenience  should  not  stand 
in  the  way,  1476-1479.  1636,  1637. 

Statements  made  to  witness  to  the  effect  that  more  than  half  the  working  men  are 

under  the  influence  of  drink  on  Saturday  or  Sunday,  i486,  1847 Strong  belief  that 

closing  public-houses  on  Sundays,  together  with  further  legislative  powers,  would  put 
a stop  to  a great  deal  of  the  enormous  amount  of  drinking  and  consequent  misery  in 

Belfast,  1488,  1489 Superior*  character  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  working 

people  in  Belfast  as  compared  with  Dublin,  1490.  1516.  1620-1623. 

Expediency  of  removingthe  numerous  facilities  which  exist  for  encouraging ; drunkenness; 
argument  that  the  crime  of  drunkenness  should  be  repressed  in  the  same  way  as  other 

crimes,  1492-1499 Approval  of  facilities  being  given  to  the  people  to  have  drink 

in  their  own  houses  if  they  desire  it  ; strong  probability  that  they  would  not  bring  very 
much  into  their  houses  if  they  had  to  get  it  on  Saturday  night,  1500-1513.  1611-1616. 

Suggestions  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  law  might  be  improved  in  regard  to 
shebeening  and  illegal  trading  generally;  necessity  for  giving  increased  powers  to  the 
police  for  the  purpose  of  checking  shebeening,  and  the  formation  of  bogus  clubs,  151 7- 

1535.  1587 Opinion  that  the  bond  fide  traveller  clauses  form  the  chief  blot  in  the 

1872  Act;  expediency,  if  these  clauses  are  to  be  retained,  that  the  radius  of  distance 

should  be  extended  to  seven  miles,  1523-1525 Approval  of  raising  the  valuation  of 

public-houses  and  all  other  classes  of  houses  having  licenses  ; opinion  that  spirit 
grocers’  premises  should  be  rated  at  30  l.  or  over,  1531*  !532' 

Large  number  of  people  who  come  into  Belfast  on  Sunday  from  country  villages  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  facilities  for  drinking;  a train  comes  from  Lisburn  on  Sunday 
afternoons  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  “drunken  train,”  1 57^* — '579  Disorderly 
state  in  whicn  the  passengers  by  this  train  return  in  the  evening,  1579. 

Further  information  respecting  the  feeling  of  the  working  people  of  Belfast  in  favour 
of  Sunday  closing  ; numerous  instances  in  which  men  in  factories  have  expressed  the 
desire  that  they  should  be  protected  from  themselves,  1580-1582.  1593-1599-  l629- 

1652-1656 Admission  that  Sunday  closing  might  at  the  first  increase  drunkenness 

wilhin  the  people’s  own  homes,  1642—1647,  1652-1656 —Opinion  that  the  liquor 

supplied  to  shebeen  houses  by  publicans  is  of  the  very  worst  kind,  1657-1662. 

Statement  that  it  is  only  in  the  large  cities,  such  as  Dublin  and  Belfast,  that  bogus 
clubs  would  be  likely  to  be  established  ; impression,  however,  that  the  fear  of  bogus 
clubs  as  the  result  of  Sunday  closing  is  very  much  exaggerated,  1665-1673  -Belief 
that  the  bulk  of  the  illicit  whiskey  'is  mixed  with  Parliamentary  whiskey  by  dishonest 
publicans  and  sold  to  the  people  all  round  in  the  country  districts,  1674,  1675. 


Canteens. 
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Canteens.  Doubt  as  to  much  abuse  in  connection  with  drinking  in  canteens,  Reed  313, 
3H- 

Cardiff.  Dissent  from  certain  statements  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  operation  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  in  Cardiff,  Wigham  7184-7190.  7279-7283. 

Cash  Payments  ( Working  Classes).  Valuable  check  upon  excessive  drinking  on  Saturday 
night  in  Dublin,  if  the  lower  classes  were  obliged  to  pay  cash  during  the  week  for 
bread,  milk,  &c.,  Dawson  10487,  10488.  10576. 

Class  Legislation.  Conclusion  adverse  to  class  legislation  on  the  subject  of  Sunday 
closing,  it  being  essential  to  ascertain  the  wishes  not  only  of  the  ratepayers  but  of  the 
whole  community,  Reed  150-171.  211-219.  230-236. 

See  also  Working  Classes. 

Clergy.  Concurrence  of  opinion  among  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in 
approval  of  regulations  for  increased  sobriety  on  Sunday  (as  well  as  on  other  days), 

Reed  97,  98 Beneficial  influence  exercised  by  the  clergy  in  the  spread  of  temperance 

societies,  ib.  252,  253. 

Views  generally  of  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  episcopate  in  favour  of  total 
closing  on  Sunday  and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night  ; exception  in  the  case  of  the 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor,  Harr  el  454-456.  653,  654. 

Letters  received  by  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  from  all  the  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  in  favour  generally  of  Sunday  closing;  objection  by  the  Bishop  of 
Down  and  the  Bishop  of-Elphin  to  an  extension  of  the  Act  to  the.  exempted  towns, 

Wigham  6899-6907.  6910 Views  of  the  Presbyterian  clergy  of  Ulster  in  favour  of 

the  Act  being  extended  to  the  large  towns,  ib.  6911-6914 Reference  to  the 

Wesleyan  Methodist  clergy  as  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  of  earlier  closing  on 
Saturday,  ib.  6915,  6916. 

Statement  on  the  subject  of  there  being  only  one  Roman  Catholic  priest  on  the 
. Committee  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  ; independent  support  given  by  the  Catholic 

clergy  to  the  cause  of  temperance,  Wigham  7077-7094 Grounds  for  the  statement 

that  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  have  strongly  supported  the  movement  in  favour  of 

total  closing  on  Sunday,  ib.  7094-7113 Active  interest  shown  by  the  Catholic 

bishops  and  clergy  in  the  Sunday  closing  movement  in  1875;  dissent  from  the  view 
that  their  opinions  have  since  undergone  a change,  ib.  7 295- 7324- 

Exception  taken  to  the  views  of  the  clergy  as  to  the  advantages  of  Sunday  closing, 

Nannetti  7892 Opinion  that  nothing  is  so  effective  in  keeping  down  drunkenness  as 

the  influence  of  the  clergy,  and  that  people  will  never  be  made  sober  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, Convery  9447.  9596-9599 Concurrence  of  many  eminent  ecclesiastics  with 

witness  as  to  the  primary  importance  of  various  other  means  than  repressive  legislation 

for  preventing  excessive  indulgence  in  drink,  Dawson  10456,  10457.  10468-10473 

Views  of  several  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  adverse  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act, 
Ronayne  9999-10003. 

&»?.  also  Belfast,  2.  Cork,  1.  Cullen,  Cardinal.  Down  and  Connor,  Bishop  of. 

Elphin,  Bishop  of.  Limerick,  1 . Maccabe,  Cardinal.  Ross  Diocese. 

Saturdays.  Sligo.  Temperance,  <5fc.  Waterford. 

Clonmel  : 

Returns  showing  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness  in  Clonmel 
and  other  offences  in  connection  therewith  for  periods  antecedent  and  subsequent  to  the 
passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act;  opinion  from  these  returns  that  the  Act  has  had  a 
. decidedly  beneficial  effect,  Hamilton  4899-4903.  4911.  4950.  4968-^987.  5022,5023 

Statement  as  to  the  number  of  public-houses  within  the  borough  ; ninety-seven 

houses  combine  other  business  with  that  of  selling  drink,  ib.  4907-4910. 

Very  small  amount  of  shebeening  in  Clonmel ; considerable  diligence  exercised  by  the 
police  with  the  object  of  putting  down  illicit  drinking,  Hamilton  4913-4921.  4993- 

4996 — —Entire  absence  of  bogus  clubs  in  the  town,  ib.  4923,  5026,  5027 Belief 

that  Clonmel  is  one  of  the  most  orderly  towns  in  Ireland ; small  amount  of  home- 
drinking amongst  the  working  classes,  ib.  4924,  4925.  5028,  5029. 

Evidence  as  to  the  general  opinion  in  the  town  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  earlier 
closing  on  Saturday;  absence  of  any, public  meeting  on  the  subject  or  other  indication 

of  popular  feeling,  Hamilton  4927-4941.  5002-5005.  5025.  5030,  5031. Approval 

of  closing  the  public-houses  on  Saturdays  at  eight  o’clock  ; belief  that  there  is,  substan- 
tially, no  marketing  in  Clonmel  after  seven  o’clock,  ib.  4950-4953-  5°09-5ol7- 

Decided  opinion  that  the  result  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  Clonmel  has  not  been 
to  diminish  Sunday  drunkenness ; grounds  upon  which  this  conclusion  has  been  formed, 

255.  3 R 2 Murphy 
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Clonmel — continued. 

.Mwr/)//?/ 5037 -5042.  5071-5077.  5101.  5190-5197.  5250,5251 Considerable  increase 

in  shebeening  since  the  Act  has  been  in  operation;  ibis  information  has  been  given  to 
witness  both  by  the  priests  and  by  the  police,  ib.  5039-5042.  5087.  5190-5193.  5250- 
5251.  5265.  5274-5278.  5328-5333.  5349-5357-  5466-5469- 

Entire  absence  of  any  expression  of  opinion  in  Clonmel  by  public  meeting  or  other 
means  in  regard  to  this  question  ; explanation  that  witness  has  elicited  their  wishes  by 
personal  conversation  with  the  people,  Murphy  5052,5353.  5060,5061.  5230-5246. 

5252, 5253.  5424-5434 Resolution  passed  by  the  Corporation  against  the  continuance 

of  the  Act ; admission  that  one-fourth  of  the  existing  corporation  is  interested  in  the  liquor 
trade,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  ib.  5053-5061.  5085,5086.  5170-5177.  5199-5203. 
5229.  5315-5319-  5394-5397-  5459“546i- 

Reiteration  of  evidence  as  to  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Clonmel  that  the 
public-houses  should  be  open  for  at  least  a short  lime  on  Sundays;  inquiries  made  by 
witness  only  from  those  persons  who  were  in  no  way  interested  in  the  trade,  Murphy 

5068-5070.  5095-5103.  5147,  5148.  5204-5213.  5228.  525^5259-  5435,  5436 

Opinion  of  the  Catholic  clergy  in  Clonmel  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  open  the  licensed 
houses  fora  certain  number  of  hours  on  Sundays,  ib.  5079.  5310-5314.  5358-5371. 

Conclusion  that  opening  the  houses  on  Sunday  for  a certain  time  would  tend  to  the 
closing  of  those  places  where  illicit  traffic  is  carried  on  ; belief  that  such  a course  would 
lead  to  the  elevation  of  the  character  of  the  public-houses  generally,  Murphy  5080-5084. 
5100.  5144-5146.  5264,5265.  5298-5301.  5446-5457.5485 Opinion  that  drunken- 

ness is  decidedly  decreasing  in  Clonmel  at  the  present  time ; explanation  that  mechanics’ 
institutes  and  other  places  of  the  kind  are  improving  the  people  very  much  in  this  respect, 

ib.  5138-5143.  5159-5161.  5193-5197-  5247-5249-  527975288 Witness  considers 

that  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  is  to  be  entirely  attributed  to 
the  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the  habits  of  the  people,  ib.  5437- 
5445- 

Return  showing  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  Sundays,  on  Saturdays,  and 
on  other  week  days  in  the  years  1882-87;  also  the  number  on  holidays,  App. 
468,  469. 

See  also  Police. 

Clubs,  and  “ Bogus ” Clubs: 

Objection  to  restrictions  upon  sale  of  refreshments  in  clubs  on  Sunday ; excellent 
manner  in  which  clubs  formed  for  young  men  by  the  Catholic  clergy  in  Ireland  are 
conducted,  Peed  242-247.  306,  307. 

Apprehension  of  much  difficulty  in  the  form  of  bogus  clubs,  as  likely  to  be  largely 
developed  by  total  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin ; obstacles  to  effectual  police  supervision 

in  the  matter,  Parrel  474-479 Explanation  as  regards  drinking  clubs,  and  the 

objection  thereto  by  the  wives  of  working  men,  that  certain  restrictions  would  be 
advisable  in  the  event  only  of  the  public-houses  being  entirely  closed  on  Sunday;  absence 
of  abuse  in  connection  with  working  men’s  clubs,  ib.  772-776;  867—877.  947-94.9.  978- 
981.  987-989. 

Bogus  clubs  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  licensing  clause  do  not  exist  in  Belfast  at 
the  present  time  ; belief,  on  the  other  hand,  that  such  establishments  would  come  into 
existence  if  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  were  extended  to  the  town,  Cameron  1314-1324. 
1423-1427.  1563-1570.  1587-1591.  1610.  1665-1673;  Davis  1953-1956-  2053-2057. 

2203-2207 Statement  that  it  is  only  in  the  large  cities,  such  as  Dublin  and  Belfast, 

that  bogus  clubs  would  be  likely  to  be  established  ; impression,  however,  that  the  fear 
of  bogus  clubs  as  the  result  of  Sunday  closing  is  very  much  exaggerated,  Cameron 
1665-1673. 

Information  respecting  the  clubs,  legitimate  or  otherwise,  in  Sligo  ; contention  that  it 
is  most  unfair  that  these  are  permitted  to  be  opened  whilst  the  public-houses  are  closed, 
McHugh  3017-3036. 

Decided  opinion  that  a further  curtailment  in  Cork  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  would 
lead  to  the  extension  of  club-drinking;  importance  of  including  clubs  in  the  same  cate- 
gory as  public-houses,  O'Brien  3324~3334-  3432-3436-  3459-346i-  3553.  3554 

Belief  that  clubs  are  more  dangerous  to  young  men  than  well-conducted  public-houses, 
il>  3334- 

Conclusion  that  if  there  be  total  closing,  clubs  should  not  be  exempt  more  than  any 

other  place,  Gardiner  3676 Absence  of  bogus  clubs  in  Waterford  at  the  present 

time ; probability  of  these  clubs  being  encouraged  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed 
on  Sundays,  Bull  3735.  3783-379°-  3822-3825.  3845-3850.  3916-3920.  3953-3656. 
3979-3985- 

Opinion 
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Clubs  and  “Bogus”  Clubs ■ — continued. 

Opinion  that  in  Waterford  bogus  clubs  would  be  established,  as  a result  of  total 
closing,  which  would  prove  much  worse  than  properly  conducted  public-houses,  Toole 

4092-4095.  4123,  4124.  4265 Absence  of  apprehension  that  the  closing  of  the 

houses  in  Limerick  would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  bogus  or  drinking  clubs,  Jennings 

5638.  5752,  5753.  5782,  5783 Suggestion  that  clubs  should  be  subjected  to  a 

system  of  licenses  or  permissions,  Falkiner  6092,  6093.  6226-6229. 

Belief  as  to  the  very  limited  existence  of  bogus  clubs  in  Dublin  ; incentive  to  the 

creation  of  these  if  the  licensed  houses  were  closed,  Tynan  6545 Means  01  obtaining 

drink  at'  working  men’s  clubs,  ib.  6686,  6687 Anticipated  effect  of  Sunday 

closing  in  leading  to  the  extensive  establishment  of  bogus  clubs,  ib.  6695-6697. 
6735-6739-  6782,  6783. 

Opinion  that  those  witnesses  are  quite  mistaken  who  submit  that  Sunday  closing 
would  cause  a large  development  of  bogus  clubs,  Healy  10249-10257.  10378-10381 
Witness  never  heard  of  bogus  clubs  till  the  present  Committee  sat,  ib.  10378. 

Belief  that  bogus  clubs  do  not  now  exist  in  Dublin,  Dawson  10566-10568 

Extensive  experience  of  witness  throughout  Ireland  without  ever  hearing  of  any  bogus 
clubs;  he  does  not  apprehend  any  mischief  on  this  score  from  Sunday  closing,  Troy 
10740-10743.  10866-10870.  10887. 

See  also  Belfast,  7. 

Coffee  Taverns.  Doubt  as  to  there  being  any  connection  between  the  coffee  tavern 
interest  in  Dublin  and  the  movement  for  closing  the  public-houses  on  Sunday,  Barrel 
982-986. 

Particulars  respecting  a coffee  tavern  in  Dublin  in  which  witness  was  interested,  but 
which  failed  for  want  of  support,  Dawson  10458.  10667-10675. 

Collooney  {Sligo).  In  illustration  of  cases  in  which  hardship  has  arisen  from  the  total 
closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday,  witness  states  that  at  Collooney  (where  football 
matches  are  held)  it  is  impossible  to  get  refreshments  as  the  licenses  are  all  six-day 
licenses  in  that  village,  McHugh  2551-2557.  2637,  2638.  2644-2646.  2721-2726. 

2885-2888.  2948-2957 Instance  of  police  aggression  at  Collooney  when  it  was 

desired  to  give  annoyance  to  a publican  who  was  a prominent  Nationalist,  ib.  2558-2564. 
2769,  2770. 

Considine,  H.  F.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Is  a Resident  Magistrate  stationed  at 
Kilkenny,  6262,  6263.  6297,  6298. 

Returns  prepared  by  witness  in  regard  to  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  for 
drunkenness  in  Kilkenny,  and  offences  in  connection,  since  the  year  1879  ; considerable 
reduction  in  numbers  since  the  Act  came  into  force,  6264-6267-  6370-64°8 State- 

ment that  the  population  of  the  town  is  over  12,000  ; 6266. 

Information  as  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  Kilkenny  upon  the  subject  of  Sunday 
closing  ; desire  on  the  part  of  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  clergy  that  there 
should  be  total  closing  on  Sunday  and  earlier  closing  on  Saturdays,  6268-6275.  6302- 

6312.  6343-6347.  6352-6369 Belief  that  closing  the  public-houses  on  Saturday 

evenings  at  nine  o’clock  would  be  generally  approved  by  the  people,  6273 Insig- 

nificant amount  of  active  shebeening  in  Kilkenny  at  the  present  time;  large  amount, 
however,  of  other  breaches  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  6276.  6313-6319.  6330-6332. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  is  much  abused  ; approval 
of  increasing  the  distance  under  this  clause  to  seven  miles,  6277-6289.  6320-6329. 

6333-6339 Expediency  of  restricting  the  bond  fide  traveller  exemption  to  houses 

where  food  is  supplied  as  well  as  drink,  6284,  6285.  6322-6324. 

Suggestion  that  in  the  event  of  a second  or  third  conviction  for  breaches  of  the  Act 
the  offence  should  be  endorsed  on  the  publican’s  license,  6292-6296— —Large  number 
of  grocers’  shops  in  Kilkenny  which  are  public-houses  as  well;  desirability  of  separating 

these  two  trades  as  far  as  possible,  6348,  6349.  6409-6413 Decided  opinion  that 

there  would  be  no  public  inconvenience  in  Kilkenny  from  closing  the  public-houses  at 
nine  o’clock  on  Saturday,  6350,  6351. 

Consolidation  and  Amendment  of  Bills.  Consideration  by  the  Committee  of  the  Bills 
which  have  been  referred  to  them,  which  they  report,  as  amended  to  the  House, 
Rep.  iv. 

Consumption  of  Whiskey  and  Beer.  Small  amount  of  drink  consumed  by  the  Irish 
peasantry  as  a rule;  chief  fault  of  legislation  that  the  quality  of  the  liquor  is  not  more 

strictly  supervised,  O’Rnere  3531-3534 Decreased  consumption  of  spirits  and  beer 

since  the  Act  of  1878  came  into  operation,  Wigham  6848-6854. 

255.  3 k 3 Incentive 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


498 


CON 


CON 


Report,  1 888 — continued. 


Consumption  of  Whiskey  and  Beer — continued. 

Incentive  to  the  drinking  of  whiskey  instead  of  beer  where  the  houses  are  open  for 
a short  time;  statement  hereon  upon  the  question  of  the  Act  of  1878  having  led 
^increase  in  the  consumption  of  whiskey,  Ronayne  9844-9846.  9955-9959. 

Account  showing  the  consumption  of  home-made  spirits  and  the  amount  consumed 
per  head  of  the  population  in  Ireland,  in  the  years  ended  31st  December  from  1875  to 
1887,  inclusive,  App.  471. 

Large  diminution  in  the  consumption  of  intoxicating  liquors  since  the  passim*  of  the 
Act  of  1878,  Rep.  iii. 

Convery,  The  Very  Rev.  Patrick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence*) — Witness  is  Adminis- 
trator of  St.  Peter’s,  in  Belfast,  and  is  spiritual  director  of  the  total  abs'inence  soeieties  ; 
he  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  habits  and  wants  of  the  working  classes  9372- 
9377.  9401-9405. 

Belief  that  a law  for  the  total  closing  of  the  public-houses  in  Belfast  on  Sunday 
would  much  increase  illicit  sales  at  prohibited  hours,  and  would  give  a great  stimulus  to 

sheoeening,  9378-9380.  9411-9424.  9600-9602 Apprehension  also  that  home 

drinking  would  be  greatly  increased  by  Sunday  closing  and  earlier  Saturday  closing, 
and  that  much  demoralization  of  families  would  result,  9380-9382.  9394-9400.  9454- 

9467 Views  of  other  clergymen  of  Belfast,  and  of  the  late  and  present  Bishop  of 

Down  and  Connor,  adverse  to  total  closing  on  Sunday,  9383-9389. 

Frequency  of  quarrels  in  the  streets  through  home  drinking,  this  evil  being  likely  to 
increase  greatly  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  earlier  on  Saturday  and  entirely  on 
Sunday,  9390-9401 Growing  use  of  porter  by  the  people  with  their  meals;  pro- 

bability that  porter  would  chiefly  be  used  for  home  drinking,  though  witness  doubts 
whether  it  is  any  more  wholesome  than  good  whiskey,  9394-9403.  9558-9561. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  Sunday  drunkenness  does  not  prevail  extensively  in 
Belfast,  and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  an  alteration  in  the  existing  law,  9406-9410. 

945 l_ 94 53*  9472_947^ Great  abuse  in  a portion  of  the  St.  Peter’s  district  by  reason 

of  illicit  sale  in  some  W-class  licensed  houses  at  prohibited  hours  on  Sunday  mornino-; 
active  steps  taken  by  witness  for, suppressing  this  evil,  for  which  he  holds  the  police 
■responsible,  9411-9420.  9428-9433-  9458,9459-  9464-9467.  9477,  9478.  9498-9509. 

■9521_9524  Opinion  that  the  lespectable  class  of  publicans,  who  are  the  great 

majority,  should  be  encouraged  as  being  upholders  of  morality,  and  as  a protection 
against  abuse  or  excessive  drinking,  whilst  the  class  who  are  infringers  of  the  law  should 
be  very  strictly  dealt  with,  9424-9429.  9434,  9435.  9468-9471.  9498-9510.  9518- 
9520. 

Statement  that  the  Sabbatarian  feeling  is  underlying  the  whole  movement  in  Belfast 

in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  9436 Comment  upon  the  exclusion  of  Roman  Catholics 

in  Belfast  from  numerous  offices  and  employments,  so  that  many  of  them  are  constrained 
into  keeping  public-houses,  9436-9442. 

Witness  has  no  decided  opinion  upon  the  question  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturdav,  but 

it  would  be  regarded  by  the  people  as  coercive  legislation,  9444-9446 He  considers 

that  nothing  is  so  effective  in  keeping  down  drunkenness  as  the  influence  of  the  clergy, 
and  that  people  will  never  be  made  sober  by  Act  of  Parliament,  9447.  9596-9509.  ° ’ 

Approval  of  the  present  law  as  regards  bond  fide  travellers  ; objection,  on  the  whole 
to  any  extension  of  the  three-mile  test,  9448-9451.  9487-9497.  9562-9566.  9594,  9595’ 

Disapproval  of  any  material  curtailment  of  the  hours  of  opening  on  Sunday  as  only 

tending  to  aggravate  the  existing  evils  of  home  drinking  and  shebeenino-,  9452-9467. 

9476-9483 Existence  of  some  drunkenness  in  Belfast  on  Saturday  night,  but  not  to 

an  alarming  extent;  dissent  from  certain  evidence  to  a contrary  purport,  9472-9475. 
9532-9538- 9578-9586. 

Modified  approval  of  curtailment  by  one  hour  on  Sunday,  the  houses  being  now  open 
from  two  till  seven  ; witness  does  not,  however,  suggest  this  change,  9482,  9483.  9587, 

9588.  9603-9608 Concurrence  in  the  view  that  the  hours  of  labour  in  public-houses’ 

should  be  shortened  ; opportunities  for  rest  and  recreation  are,  however,  given  in  many  of 

the  establishments,  9484-9486.  9589-969° Temptation  to  respectable  publicans  to 

violate  the  law  if  entire  closing  on  Sunday  be  adopted,  9506.  9509,  9510. 

Limited  extent  to  which  men  enler  public-houses  on  Sunday  merely  because  they  are 

open,  9511-9513 Decided  objection  to  only  three  hours  for  sale  on  Sunday,  9514-9517 

Admission  that  some  of  the  people  seen  drunk  by  witness  on  Sunday  morning 

were  probably  drunk  on  the  previous  Saturday  night,  9539-9543. 

Opinion  that  it  would  be  a hardship  as  regards  marketing,  &c.,  upon  many  of  the 
working  classes  in  Belfast  if  the  houses  were  closed  before  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday, 
9544-9553; The  Committee  might  make  the  experiment  of  closing  at  ten  on  Satur- 

day, but  witness  does  not  recommend  this  change,  9587,  9588.  9596.  9603-9608. 

Belief 
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Convery,  The  Very  Rev.  Patrick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Belief  that  witness'  represents  not  only  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Belfast,  but  the 
majority  of  the  working  < lasses,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic,  9567-9574. 

Consideration  of  the  relative  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  Sunday  and  on 
Saturday,  with  reference  to  the  number  of  hours  for  which  drink  is  sold  on  each  day  ; 

very  little  value  attached  to  the  arrests  as  an  indication  of  drunkenness,  9.575-9586 

Entire  inadequacy  of  police  regulations  as  a check  upon  shebeening  and  illicit  sale, 

9596-9599 Comment  upon  the  failure  of  Sunday  closing  in  Glasgow  and  in  Cardiff; 

great  amount  of  Sunday  drunkenness  in  the  former  city,  9600-9602. 

Cork  .- 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  in  Cork  upon  the  Question  of  Sunday  Closing. 

2.  Drunkenness  on  Sundays  and  other  Days. 

3.  Shebeens,  Home  Drinking,  Spc. 

4.  Licensed  Houses. 

5.  Question  of  Earlier  Closing  on  Saturday. 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  in  Cork  upon  the  Question  of  Sunday  Closing  : 

Information  with  regard  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  Cork  on  the  question  of 
Sunday  closing  of  public-houses;  public  meetings  held  by  the  people  and  by  the  Cor- 
poration, who  have  passed  resolutions  in  favour  of  opening  the  public-houses  on  Sunday, 

Gardiner  3077-3083.  3089-3107.  3110-3:13 Personal  feeling  of  witness  that  there 

should  be  total  Sunday  closing;  admission,  however,  that  general  opinion  is  opposed  to 

this  course,  ib.  3120 Preponderance  of  opinion  of  the  people  decidedly  against  total 

closing  on  Sundays,  ib.  3638,  3639. 

Evidence  in  detail  strongly  in  support  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  extend 
to  the  city  of  Cork  the  Act  as  it  applies  to  the  country  districts ; examination  as  to  the 
grounds  for  this  view,  O'Brien  3133-3141.  3M9"3154-  3163-3165.  3218-3221.  3312- 
3325-  3335-3352-  3362-3368.  3381-3387.  3409-3411.  3429-3431.  3441-3452-3462- 

3473-  3479-3464-  3494-  3507,  35o8.  3535~3537-  3550-3-552 Details  as  to  the 

action  which  has  been  taken  in  Cork  both  by  the  Corporal  ion  and  by  the  clergy  and 
inhabitants  in  regard  to  the  question  at  issue;  undoubted  objection  of  the  Corporation 
to  extend  Sunday  closing  to  the  city  of  Cork,  ib.  3168-3217.  3221-3311.  3400-3408. 
3418-3428.  3485-3493-  3495-3506.3509-3530.  3535-3539-  3559-356.3- 

Belief  that  the  clergy  generally  in  Cork  are  favourable  to  Sunday  closing;  strong 
feeling  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  this  direction,  O'Brien  3200.  321 1-3214.  3251- 

3256.  3485“3493;  3509-3511 Strong  resolutions  against  total  closing  on  Sunday 

carried  by  a meeting  of  the  tradespeople  of  the  city  ; arguments  of  these  resolutions  that 
total  closing  would  produce  illicit  trading,  increase  of  immox-ality,  and  be  disastrous  to 
the  interests  of  the  working  classes,  ib.  3*57—3279. 

Expediency  of  closing  the  public-houses  at  six  o’clock  on  Sundays,  so  that  the  people 
may  have  nothing  to  interfere  with  their  church-going;  fear  that  there  would  be  danger 

of  increased  home  drinking  if  the  hours  were  further  curtailed,  O' Brien  3312-3325 

Appearance  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  clergy  on  the  same  platform  in  Cork 
in  support  of  total  Sunday  and  partial  Saturday  closing,  ib.  3501—3506.  3520— 
3530- 

Feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Cork  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  of  the  public-houses,  and  of  tarlier  closing  on  Saturday  evening,  Sheehan  74 1 8— 

7423-  75t>2-7507 Explanation  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Corporation 

of  Cork  passed  certain  resolutions  adverse  to  Sunday  closing;  large  number  of  vintners 
in  the  Corporation,  ib.  7425-7431.  7508-7522. 

Particulars  respecting  some  largely  attended  meetings  at  one  of  which  a resolution 
was  passed  in  favour  ot  Sunday  closing,  whilst  another  meeting  (that  of  the  trades) 
passed  a resolution  adverse  to  any  extension  of  the  present  Act,  Sheehan  7432-7452. 
7623-7560. 

Representation  of  nearly  all  the  trades  of  Cork  in  the  Trades  Council,  by  means  of 
delegates ; statement  hereon  as  to  the  number  of  men  comprised  in  the  affiliated  trades, 
witness  submitting  that  he  represents  the  views  not  only  of  these  but  of  many  others 
adverse  to  any  further  restrictions  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing,  Crean  8489-8509. 

8590-8608.  8658—8668.  8744.  8770-8794.  8840-8842 Resolution  passed  by  a very 

large  majority  at  a meeting  of  the  united  trades  against  any  curtailment,  of  the  present 
hours,  ib.  8494-8499.  8501,  8502.  8.505.  8508.  8572,  8573. 

Comments  upon  the  constitution  of  a meeting  at  which  a resolution  was  passed  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing  ; representation  mainly  of  total  abstainers  and  Sabbatarians  at 

this  meeting,  Crean  8541-8567.8802-8811 Resolution  passed  by  the  Corporation 

adverse  to  any  extension  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  Cork  or  to  earlier  closing  on 
25o-  3 B 4 Saturday, 
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Cork — continued. 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  upon  the  Question  of  Sunday  Closing— continued. 

Saturday,  Crean  8568-857J.  8609,  8610 Belief  that  witness  represents  the  views  of 

the  people  of  Cork  on  the  question  of  Sunday  closing  better  than  Mr.  Maurice  Healy 
represents  them,  ih.  8745-8750.  8792-8794. 

Conclusion  that  an  immense  majority  of  the  lower  classes  in  Cork  are  in  favour  of 
earlier  Saturday  closing,  and  of  total  Sunday  closing;  doubt  as  to  a majority  of  the 
tradesmen  being  opposed  to  total  closing  on  Sunday,  though  a resolution  to  that  effect 
was  passed  at  a ticket  meeting,  Healy  10189-10x95.  10258-10266.  10431-10434. 

Examination  with  further  reference  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  Cork  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Sunday  closing,  as  shown  at  certain  meetings,  or  as  elicited  by  means  of  a partial 
house-to-house  canvass;  conclusion  that  an  immense  majority  of  the  whole  people  are  in 
favour  of  total  closing,  Healy  10258-10322.  10337-10341.  10387-10401 Exceed- 

ingly salutary  results  wherever  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  is  in  operation,  witness 
strongly  urging  its  extension  to  Cork,  ib.  10345-10351.  10375-10377.  10430. 

2.  Drunkenness  on  Sundays  and  other  Days: 

Returns  of  the  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness  from  1874  to  the  present 

time,  Gardiner  3073-3076 Belief  that  there  is  not  much  Sunday  drinking  in  Cork  as 

a rule,  and  that  the  people  are  becoming  more  sober,  ib.  3108,  3109.  3581-3587 

Statement  that  on  Saturday  nights  the  people  indulge  in  excessive  drinking  to  a con- 
siderable degree  ; large  number  of  people  who,  though  drunk,  go  quietly  home  and  are 
not  arrested,  O'Brien  3349-3352-  3479“3484- 

Further  information  as  to  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  and  offences  connected 
therewith  in  the  city  of  Cork  for  the  last  fourteen  years ; in  the  first  year  (1874)  the  number 
was  lower  than  in  any  subsequent  year,  Gardiner  3504.  3575-3580.  3610-3617.  3640- 
3646.  3669-3674. 

Conclusion  that  drunkenness  has  most  undoubtedly  decreased  in  Cork,  O'Brien 

3362.3367,3368.3542-3544 Decreasing  amount  of  drunkenness  owing  to  various- 

causes  ; expediency,  however,  of  total  closing  of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday  to  expedite 
further  improvement,  Sheehan  7600-7609. 

Returns  of  the  number  of  arrests  on  each  week-day  and  on  Sunday  for  drunkenness, 

and  the  number  of  convictions  in  each  of  the  years  1874-87 , App.  457 Number  of 

arrests  for  drunkenness  011  Sundays  and  week-days  for  the  years  1876  and  1880, 
ib.  458. 

Return  of  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  in  the  city  of  Cork  from  nine  p.m.  to  twelve 
midnight  on  Sunday  and  week-days  for  the  years  1875,  1881,  and  1887;  App. 
462,  463. 

Number  of  persons  who  visited  public-houses  in  certain  localities  on  Saturday,  21st 
April  1888,  betweeu  eight  and  nine  p.m.  and  between  nine  and  ten  p.m.,  App.  462. 

Number  of  arrests,  and  of  convictions,  for  drunkenness,  &c.,  on  each  day  of  the  -week 
in  the  years  1874-87 ; App.  466,  467. 

3.  Sheebens,  Home  Drinking,  <$>c. ; 

Examination  as  to  the  general  duties  of  the  police  in  regard  to  this  question  ; assertion 
that  the  police  have  not  succeeded  in  putting  down  illicit  trading  to  the  extent  that  they 
might  have  done,  O'Brien  3142-3148.  3163-3167.  3335.  3368-3380.  3453-3458. 

3479-3481. Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  shebeening  would  not  be  developed  in 

Cork  by  total  closing;  limited  mischief  likely  to  arise  from  bogus  clubs,  Sheehan  7465- 

7470,  7610-7621.  7666  et  seq. Beneficial  working  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  and 

of  the  shortening  of  the  hours  ; great  drawback  through  the  very  inefficient  adminislra- 
tion  of  the  Act,  ib.  7473-7477.  7608.  7689,  7690. 

Decided  opinion  that  excessive  home  drinking  does  not  now  exist  in  Cork,  and 
would  not  be  engendered  to  any  serious  extent  by  total  closing  of  the  public-houses  on 

Sundays,  Sheehan  7478-7482.  7615-7628.  7636  et  seq. Further  statement  to  the 

effect  that  total  closing  would  probably  cause  some  evasion  of  the  law,  but  not  any 
great  increase  of  shebeening  or  home  drinking,  ib.  7616-7621.  7626-7630.  7656  et  seq.'; 
7614-7716. 

Grounds  for  concluding  that  total  closing  would  not  have  the  desired  effect  in  Cork 
and  would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  drinking  clubs  by  the  trade  societies,  and  to  an 
increase  of  the  evils  of  home  drinking  and  shebeening,  Crean  8514-8540.  8612-8615. 

8705-8708 Very  few  shebeens  at  present ; very  bad  drink  sold  at  these  places,  ib. 

8534-8540.  8717-8720 Existence  of  two  or  three  bogus  clubs,  ib.  8767-8760. 

8812-8817. 

4.  Licensed  Houses: 

Details  generally  as  to  the  population  of  Cork  and  the  number  and  character  of  the 

licensed  houses,  Gardiner  3064-3072.  3084,  3085.  3114-3123 Expediency  of  direct 

legislation 
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Cork — continued. 

4.  Licensed  Houses — continued. 

legislation  against  increase  in  the  number  of  public-houses,  which  amounts  to  530  at  the 
present  time,  O’Brien  3444-3447. 

Number  of  public-houses  for  which  licenses  of  different  kinds  were  held  on  the  1st 
March  1888,  App.  453. 

5.  Question  of  Earlier  Closing  on  Saturday  .- 

General  feeling  in  the  city  that  the  public-houses  should  be  shut  earlier  on  Saturdays, 

Gardiner  3113 Decided  approval  of  closing  the  houses  on  Sunday  at  five  o’clock, 

and  on  Saturday  nights  at  nine;  belief  that  such  curtailment  of  the  hours  could  not  lead 
to  any  material  increase  of  home  drinking,  or  other  form  of  illicit  drinking  ib.  3567. 
3o87-36o9-  3630-3637.  36b!,  3662.  3665-3668.  3677-3681. 

Intimate  knowledge  of  witness  as  to  the  views  of  the  people  of  Cork  generally;  belief 
that  the  great  majority  would  approve  of  opening  for  only  two  hours  on3  Sunday  .’jointly 
with  earlier  Saturday  closing;  unanimity  on  the  latter  question,  Sheehan  7451—  7454. 

7561-7573- 

Explanation  that  the  question  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  has  not  been  before 
the  associated  trades,  there  being,  however,  a considerable  majority  opposed  to  anv 
alteration,  Crean  S500.  8503-8509.  8818-8821. 

See  also  Hearn,  Michael.  Police.  Saturdays.  Shebeens.  Total  Closing 
on  Sunday.  Travellers. 

Corless,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Statement  handed  in  by  witness  showing 
the  comparative  expenditure  upon  provisions  and  liquors  used  in  his  refreshment 

business  in  Belfast  during  the  three  years  ended  November  1887 ; 1836-1839 Six- 

day  license  only  used  by  witness,  although  he  has  got  a seven-day  license,  1840-1844 

Strong  objection  to  closing  on  Saturday  nights  at  an  earlier  hour  than  at  present  ; 

assertion  that  such  a rule  would  be  ruinous  to  witness’  business,  1845-1852. 

Corporations  {Exempted  Towns).  Explanation  as  to  steps  not  having  been  taken  lately 
by  witness  for  ascertaining  the  views^of  the  corporations  of  the  exempted  towns,  Wigham 
7 15 1-7 !59-  7 >66,  7167. 

Grounds  for  attaching  very  little  weight  to  resolutions  passed  by  the  Corporation  of 
Cork,  or  by  other  corporations,  as  in  any  way  representing  the  views  of  the  people 
generally;  comment  hereon  upon  the  municipal  franchise  and  upon  the  large  represen- 
tation of  the  licensed  vintners  and  public-house  interest  on  Town  Councils,  Healy 
10307-10319.  10363-10367.  10417-10429. 

See  also  Belfast,  3.  Cork,  1.  Dublin,  2.  Limerick.  Waterford. 

Country  districts: 

Approval  of  the  system  of  Sunday  closing,  where  it  now  exists  in  rural  districts,  being 

made  perpetual,  Reed  137,  138.  211,  212 Contention  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 

has  worked  successfully  all  over  the  country  districts  of  Ireland  ; belief  that  there  is  no 
desire,  except  on  the  part  of  interested  persons,  to  re-open  the  public-houses  where  they 
are  entirely  closed,  Cameron  1469-1472.  1555-1562. 

Desirability  of  continuing  the  Act  of  1878  throughout  Ireland,  Davis  191 1-1913 

Opinion  that  in  the  country  districts  the  operation  of  the  Act  has  not  in  any  decree 
increased  home  drinking,  ib.  2167-2170. 

Approval  of  partial  opening  of  public-houses  in  both  town  and  country  from  two 

o’clock  on  Sundays,  O'Brien  3365 Decided  opinion  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 

works  extremely  well  in  the  lural  districts  of  Limerick,  Jennings  5570.  5695-5702. 
5877-5879- 

Approval  of  Sunday  closing  in  the  rural  districts  but  not  in  the  large  towns,  O'Keeffe 

8253-8258 Opinion  that  in  provincial  towns  throughout  Ireland,  and  in  the  laro-er 

villages,  the  houses  should  be  open  for  four  or  five  hours  on  Sunday;  great  check  thereby 
to  shebeening  and  home  drinking,  Ronayne  9852,  9853.  9888-9893.  9913.  994 1 — 
9943- 

Strong  testimony  to  the  salutary  operation  of  the  Act  of  1878  in  the  country  districts, 

Healy  10155-10159.  10345-10350.  10375-10377 Beneficial  operation  of  the 

Sunday  Closing  Act  in  country  districts,  where  the  great  majority  of  the  people  are  in 
favour  not  only  of  Sunday  closing  but  of  earlier  dosing  on  Saturday,  Troy  10810- 
10822. 10852.  10878-10884. 

Overwhelming  weight  of  evidence  before  the  Committee  in  favour  of  making  the  Act 
of  1878  perpetual  as  regards  the  districts  to  which  it  applies,  Rep.  iii. 

See  also  Act  o/1878.  Clonmel.  Kilkenny.  Londonderry.  Sligo.  Total 

Closing  on  Sunday. 

255-  3 S Crean. 
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Crean,  Eugene.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence).— Witness  is  President  of  the  Cork  United 
Trades  Council  : he  is  a town  councillor,  but  is  entirely  independent  of  the  publicans’ 
influence  and  is  a teetotaller,  8481-8488.  8658-8674.  8745-8747. 

Representation  of  nearly  all  the  trades  of  Cork  in  the  Trades  Council,  by  means  of 
delegates;  statement  hereon  as  to  the  number  of  men  comprised  in  the  affiliated  trades, 
witness  submitting  that  he  represents  ihe  views  not  only  of  these  but  of  many  others 
adverse  to  any  further  restrictions  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing,  8489-8509.  8590- 

8608.  8658-8698.  8744.  8770-8794.  8840-8842 Resolution  passed  by  a very  large 

majority  at  a meeting  of  the  united  trades  against  any  curtailment  of  the  present  hours, 
8494-8499.  8501,  8502.  8505.  8508.  8572,  8573. 

Explanation  that  the  question  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  has  not  been  before  the 
associated  trades,  there  being,  however,  a considerable  majority  opposed  to  any  alteration 

8500.  8503-8509.  8818-8821 Comment  upon  the  motives  by  which  many  persons 

are  actuated  in  advocating  total  closing  on  Sunday,  whilst  the  more  respectable  of  the 
trading  ar.d  working  classes  consider  it  would  be  class  legislation  and  an  undue  inter- 
ference with  their  rights  and  privileges,  8510-8514.  8616,  8617.  8646-8652. 

Grounds  for  concluding  that  total  closing  would  not  have  the  desired  effect  in  Cork, 
and  would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  drinking  clubs  by  the  trade  societies,  and  to  an 
increase  of  the  evils  of  home  drinking  and  of  shebeening,  8514-8540.  8612-8615.  8705- 

8703 Incentive  to  home  drinking  by  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  as  well  as  by  total 

closing  on  Sunday;  great  mischief  thereby,  8526-8533  8618-8622 Very  few 

shebeens  at  present  in  Coik:  very  bad  drink  sold  at  these  places,  8534-8540.  87 1 7— 
8720. 

Comments  upon  the  constitution  of  a meeting  at  which  a resolution  was  passed  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing  ; representation  mainly  of  total  abstainers  and  Sabbatarians  at 

this  meeting,  8541-8567.  8802-8811 Resolution  passed  by  the  corporation  adverse 

to  any  extension  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  Cork,  or  to  earlier  closing  on  Saturday, 

8568-8571.  8609,  86iO' Way  in  which  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  would  be  attended 

with  great  inconvenience  to  large  numbers  of  the  working  classes ; reference  hereon  to 
the  practice  as  to  payment  of  wages,  8574-8589.  8699-8704. 

Views  of  Mr.  Slattery,  president  of  the  South  of  Ireland  Cattle  Trade  Association, 
adverse  to  Sunday  closing  in  Cork,  8591-8599 Views  of  Mr.  Michael  Hearn,  chair- 

man of  the  Cork  Board  of  Guardians,  adverse  to  Sunday  closing  either  in  Cork  or  in 
the  rural  districts,  8600-8607. 

Examination  as  to  the  number  of  hours  for  which  young  women  and  other  assistants 
are  employed  in  public-houses  in  Cork,  and  as  to  the  time  allowed  for  recreation  ; 
reluctance  of  witness  to  admit  any  strong  reason  on  this  score  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing,  or  of  earlier  hours  on  Saturday,  8623-8645.  8654-8657.  8727-8743.  8751-8766. 

8822-8839.  8847 Objection  to  any  extension  of  the  distance  test  in  the  case  of  bona 

fide  travellers,  8653. 

Explanation  that  witness  though  a total  abstainer  has  no  objection  to  other  men 

drinking  so  long  as  they  do  so  in  moderation,  8658-8674 Inconvenience  to  many  of 

the  lower  classes  if  the  hours  on  Sunday  were  only  from  two  till  five,  8709-8716 

Grounds  (or  the  statement  that  favouritism  is  shown  by  the  police  towards  publicans 
who  are  not  Nationalists,  8722-8726.  8795-8801.  8843-8846. 

Belief  that  witness  represents  the  views  of  the  people  of  Cork  on  the  question  of 
Sunday  closing  better  than  Mr.  Maurice  Healy  represents  them,  8745-8750.  8792- 
8794 Existence  of  two  or  three  bogus  clubs  in  Cork,  8767-8769.  8812-8817. 

Crime.  Statement  that  crime  in  Dublin  is  very  largely  connected  with  drunkenness ; 

„ belief  that  as  much  as  80  per  cent,  of  the  cases  brought  before  witness,  as  a judge,  are 
caused,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  drunkenness,  Falkiner  6169,  6170  —Conclusion  as 
to  drink  being  the  main  cause  of  most  of  the  crime  and  misery  in  Dublin,  Whyte  8861- 
8864.  9125,  9126. 

Cullen,  Cardinal.  Explanation  that  Cardinal  Cullen  was  not  in  favour  of  entire  closing  on 
Sunday,  save  in  connection  with  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  evening;  deception  prac- 
tised upon  him  in  the  matter  by  the  Sunday  Closing  Association,  Tynan  6646.  6658- 
6663.  6705. 

Denial  that  Cardinal  Cullen  was  ever  deceived  by  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  on 
the  question  of  Sunday  closing  ; not  only  was  he  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sunday, 
hut  was  a strong  supporter  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  Wigham  6813-6818. 

Further  evidence  as  to  the  inaccuracy  of  a statement  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tynan  that 
Cardinal  Cuilen  had  been  led.  by  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  into  giving  his  sup- 
port to  entire  closing  on  Sunday;  letter  from  him  on  the  subject  in  October  1876, 
Wigham  7011-7021.  7062-7076.  7258,  7259. 

Curtailment  of  Hours.  Opinion  that  three  hours  on  Sunday,  from  two  to  five,  would  be 
sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes  in  the  larger  towns,  Reed  225-227.  281-286— — 

Conclusion 
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Curtailment  of  Hours — continued. 

Conclusion  in  favour  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  being  from  two  till  five  (instead  of  from 
two  till  seven);  expediency  of  curtailment  being  gradual,  O’ Donel  1018,  1019.  1044, 
1045.  1052-1063.  1086-1098.  1112,  1113.  1123,  1124.  1177. 

Possibility  that  the  further  curtailment  of  the  hours  of  opening  might  in  a small  degree 
encourage  illicit  drinking  and  shebeening;  belief,  however,  lhat  the  vigilance  of  the 

police  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  this  evil  in  check,  Irwin  5941,  5942.  6025 Doubt 

as  to  mere  curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  being  of  much  use,  Whyte  8961. 

Disapproval  of  any  material  curtailment  of  the  hours  of  opening  on  Sunday  as  only 
tending  to  aggravate  ihe  existing  evils  of  home  drinking  and  shebeening,  Convery  9452- 

9467.  9476-9483 Modified  approval  of  curtailment  by  one  hour  in  Belfast  on  Sunday, 

the  houses  being  now  open  from  two  till  seven  ; witness  does  not,  however,  suggest  this 

change,  ib.  9482,  9483.  9587,  9588.  9603-9608 Decided  objection  to  only  three 

hours  for  sale  on  Sunday,  ib.  951  4—9517. 

Approval  of  Sunday  closing  being  extended  to  Waterford  and  the  other  exempted 
towns,  except  that  the  houses  might  be  open  for  one  hour  so  as  to  enable  the  lower  classes 

to  obtain  beer  for  dinner.  Power  9623-9625.  9635.  9721. 9763-9796 Beneficial  effect 

in  Waterford  of  the  last  curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Sunday,  ib.  9644,  9645. 

Objection  to  the  public-houses  being  only  open  for  an  hour  on  Sunday  as  tending  to  a 

further  increase  of  shebeening  and  furtive  drinking,  Ronayne  9842-9844 Equal 

amount  of  drunkenness  in  Dublin  if  the  hours  on  Sunday  were  curtailed,  Ward  11008, 
1 1 oug. 


D. 


Daniel,  Canon.  Views  of  Canon  Daniel  (Dublin)  adverse  to  total  closing  on  Sunday, 
Tynan  6751-6755. 

Davis,  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  been  a district  inspector  of  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  in  Belfast  since  last  June;  large  number  of  public-houses  in  witness’ 
district,  1853-1856.  1966-1973.  2137-2139. 

Strong  feeling  of  the  working  people  of  Belfast  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sundays; 
explanation  of  the  means  adopted  for  obtaining  their  opinions,  1858-1893.  1980-2001. 
2005-2014.  2058-2062.  2086-2088.  2091,  2092.  2131-2136.  2152-2154.  2187-2190. 

2215 Meetings  convened  by  working  men  at  which  resolutions  were  passed  in  favour 

of  total  Sunday  closing;  statement  that  these  meetings  were  in  no  sense  supported  by 
the  Temperance  League,  1866-1881.  2093-2096.  2245-2249.  2272-2274. 

General  feeling  of  the  Bel  fast,  clergy  in  favour  of  total  closing;  opinion  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishop  that  shortening  the  hours  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  would  be  better  than 

total  closing,  1883,  1884.  2062-2085.2119-2122.  2156-2162.  2243 Computation  that 

of  the  Belfast  population  67  per  cent,  are  for,  and  33  per  cent,  against,  Sunday  closing, 
1886,1887.-2256-2260. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that,  considering  the  population,  Belfast  is  not  at  all  a 

drunken  city,  1894-1897.  2002-2004.  2009.  2106.  2198-2200 Strong  opinion  that 

the  law  should  be  amended  in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  shebeen  houses  ; entire  incom- 
petency of  the  present  law  to  grapple  with  this  very  great  evil,  1898.  1901-1907.  1962- 

1964.  2027-2030.  2107-2113.  2201,2202 Approval  of  closing  the  houses  on  Saturday 

at  nine  o’clock,  1899,  1900.  2015-2026.  2148. 

Grounds  for  the  opinion  that  the  privilege  of  exemption  for  bond  fide  travellers  has 
been  grossly  abused,  not  only  in  Belfast  but  in  all  other  places;  suggestion  that  the 

limits  of  distance  should  be  increased  to  seven  miles  at  least,  1908-1925.  2031-2047 

Desirabiliiy  of  continuing  the  Act  of  1878  throughout  the  country  districts  of  Ireland, 
1911-1913. 

Information  generally  with  regard  to  the  licensing  and  regulation  of  hotels  and  eating- 
houses  to  which  drinking  bars  are  attached  ; opinion  that  the  restaurants  would  not  be 
in  the  least  affected  by  early  closing  on  Saturdays,  1925-1944.  2048,  2049.  2099.  2117, 

2118.  2149-2151.  2177,2178.  2184-2186.  2286-2288 Statistics  prepared  by  the 

police  as  lo  numbers  of  persons  entering  public-houses  between  certain  hours  of  the 
day  on  a Saturday  and  a Sunday,  1945-1951.  2050  2052.  2140,  2141. 

Non-existence  at  the  present  time  of  bogus  clubs  in  Belfast;  belief  that  total  closing 
would  undoubtedly  lead  to  the  establishment  of  such  places,  1953-1956.  2053-2057. 

2144,  2145.  2203-2207.  2264.  2282,  2283 Great  apprehension  on  the  part  of  many 

people  that  Sunday  closing  in  Belfast  would  lead  to  home  drinking ; belief  that  people 
would  bring  home  whiskey  rather  than  beer,  as  being  more  portable,  1958-1965.  2083. 
2114-2116.  2171.  2208-2214.  2279-2281.  2289-2291. 

255.  3 s 2 Statement 
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Davis,  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Statement  that  on  Sundays  the  dining  hour  of  the  working  classes  is  from  one  to  two 

o’clock,  while  the  public-houses  open  only  at  two  o’clock,  2097,  2098 Large  number 

of  people  who,  though  intoxicated,  are  not  interfered  with  by  the  police,  as  they  are  not 
creating  a disturbance,  2100-2105.  2195,  2196.  2263-2271- — —Decided  belief  that  if 
the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed  on  Sundays,  and  drastic  legislation  were  passed 
in  reference  to  shebeening,  it  would  materially  reduce  Sunday  drinking  in  Belfast, 

2107.  21 10.  2112,  2113.  2145 Strong  opinion  that  the  fact  that  public-houses  are  open 

on  Sundays  induces  many  persons  to  enter  them  who  would  not  otherwise  desire  to  do 
so,  2108,  2109.  2123-2125.  2193. 

Desire  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Belfast  that  public- 
houses  should  be  open  on  Sundays;  opinion  that  the  Protestant  population  are,  on  the 

other  hand,  in  favour  of  total  closing,  2122.  2128.  2146,  2147.  2251-2263 Statement 

that  in  witness’ own  district  out  of  167  publicans  but  twenty-six  are  in  favour  of  total 

closing  on  Sunday,  2163-2165 Belief  that  the  trade  generally  is  also  opposed  to 

shortening  the  hours,  2166. 

Opinion  that  in’ the  country  districts  of'  Ireland  the  operation  of  the  Act  has  not  in 

any  degree  increased  home  drinking,  2167-2170 Statement  that  the  view  taken  by 

Dr.  M'Alister,  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  is  that  the  public-houses  in  towns  should 
be  opened  for  a time  on  Sundays,  but  that  outside  the  towns  they  should  be  entirely 

closed,  2179-2183 Assertion  that  Belfast  is  at  the  present  time  as  quiet  a town  as 

there  is  in  Ireland,  2191,  2192 Large  number  of  temperance  societies  which  are 

connected  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Belfast ; view  taken  by  these  societies 
that  voluntary  temperance  leads  to  good  results,  while  coercive  legislation  leads  to  great 
evils,  2217-2229. 

Further  opinion  that  the  limit  which  constitutes  a bond  fide  traveller  is  too  low,  and 
should  be  increased  to  at  least  seven  miles  ; strong  view  that  the  privilege  should  not 

be  granted  except  in  the  case  of  business  or  illness,  2230-2242.  2291 Calculation  as 

to  the  relative  percentage  of  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  in  favour  of  opening  the 

public-houses  on  Sunday,  2256-2260 Admission  that  there  are  a certain  number  of 

persons  in  Belfast  who,  not  having  houses  of  their  own,  would  consequently  require 
some  places  of  accommodation  and  refreshment  on  Sundays,  2282-2288.  2292. 

Daioson, Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Witness  is  a member  of  the  Dublin  Corpo- 
ration, and  is  chairman  of  the  Public  Health  and  Artizans’  Dwelling  Committee  ; he  is 
opposed  to  the  movement  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses,  and  of  earlier 

closing  on  Saturday,  10439-10448.  10451,  10452 He  has  had  some  connection  with 

Limerick,  and  was  High  Sheriff  in  1873;  10449,  10450. 

Argument  that  temperate  habits  in  drinking  can  best  be  secured  by  amelioration  in 
the  dwellings  of  the  working  classes,  and  by  the  provision  of  public  libraries,  and  various 
kinds  of  amusement  and  recreation,  instead  of  by  repressive  legislation,  10453-10467. 

10486  et  seq. Confusion  in  connection  with  temperance  societies,  these  being  really 

total  abstinence  societies,  10453.  10495-10498.  10652-10656 Great  improvement  in 

the  sanitary  conditions  and  in  the  death-rale  of  Dublin  in  recent  years  ; excessive 
drinking  and  excessive  proportion  of  deaths  mainly  in  low-class  localities  in  crowded 
and  insanitary  dwellings,  10453.  1 0463-10465.  10549-10554 Very  salutary  opera- 

tion of  the  Artizans’  Dwelling  Committee  in  Dublin;  excellent  results  anticipated 
from  the  provision  of  improved  dwellings,  10455.  10463-10467.  10499-10508.  10528- 
10536. 

Concurrence  of  many  eminent  ecclesiastics  with  witness  as  to  the  primary  importance 
of  various  other  means  than  repressive  legislation  for  preventing  excessive  indulgence  in 

drink,  10456,  10457.  10468-10473 Particulars  respecting  a coffee  tavern  in  Dublin 

in  which  witness  was  interested,  but  which  failed  for  want  of  support,  10458.  10667- 

10675 Dissent  from  Mr.  Spi'lane’s  statement  that  public  opinion  in  Limerick  is  in 

favour  of  Sunday  closing ; belief  also  that  the  Bishop  does  not  represent  the  local 

opinion  on  the  subject,  10474.  10676,  10677 -Examination  as  to  the  number  of 

aldermen  and  town  councillors  of  Dublin  who  are  directly  connected  with  the  liquor 
trade,  10475-10485.  10578-10611. 

Evidence  in  support  of  the  conclusion  that  total  closing  in  Dublin  on  Sunday  would 
greatly  aggrevate  home  drinking,  and  would  multiply  shebeen  houses  and  bogus  clubs, 

10486.  10490-10494.  10542,  10543.  10566-10571.  10634 Doubt  as  to  any  beneficial 

result  from  an  extension  of  the  distance  test  in  the  case  of  bond  fide  travellers,  10486. 

10547,  10548 Valuable  check  upon  excessive  drinking  on  Saturday  nights  in  Dublin 

if  the  lower  classes  were  obliged  to  pay  cash  during  the  week  for  bread,  milk,  &c., 
10487,  10488.  10576. 

Great  want  of  more  active  police  interference  in  Dublin,  intoxication  being  permitted 

with  impunity,  10489.  10546 Statement  as  to  public-houses  not  being  provided  in 

connection  with  the  artizan’s  dwellings,  10491-10504.  10555-10565 — --Excessive 

drinking 
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Dawson,  Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

drinking  mainly  on  Saturday  night,  whereas  any  curtailment  of  the  hours  would  only 
lead  to  drinking  at  home  or  at  unlicensed  houses,  10509-10513.  10542.  10657-10661. 

Increase  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  in  Glasgow  on  Sunday,  10514 Other  causes 

than  Sunday  closing  to  which  witness  attributes  the  decreased  consumption  of  drink  in 

Ireland  and  the  decrease  of  arrests  since  1877;  10515-10519 Very  little  weight 

attached  to  the  house-to-house  canvass  in  Dublin  on  the  question  at  issue,  10520 

Disapproval  of  any  curtailment  of  the  hours  in  Dublin  on  Saturday  ; witness,  however, 
does  not  advocate  the  houses  being  open  in  the  country  districts  on  Sunday,  10521- 
10527. 

Further  statement  as  to  the  social  and  sanitary  improvements  urgently  required  in 
Dublin,  these  being  the  best  means  of  checking  excessive  drinking  ; question  as  to 
the  facilities  of  the  Corporation  to  provide  these  wants  in  the  interests  of  the  people, 

IQ528-10540.  10549-10554.  10573-10577.  10634 Advantage  if  treating  at  public- 

houses  could  be  made  illegal  or  were  stopped  by  moral  influence,  10541-10546,  10572. 

Opinion  that  excessive  drinking  results  from  the  wretched  homes  of  the  people,  rather 
than  the  latter  from  the  former;  this  does  not  apply  to  country  districts,  10549-10554. 

10571.  10660 Belief  that  bogus  clubs  do  not  now  exist,  10566-10568 Deplorable 

state  of  the  wives  of  working  men,  many  drinking  to  excess  as  a result  of  their  wretched 
surroundings,  10570,  10571. 

Examination  as  to  witness’  grounds  for  the  statement  that  arrests  for  drunkenness  in 

Glasgow  have  been  larger  than  before  the  Forbes  Mackenzie  Act,  10613-10635 

Explanation  in  connection  with  statement  as  to  the  number  of  arrests  in  Dublin  on 

Saturday  in  1879;  10636-10648.  10678-10694 Circumstance  of  the  Corporation  of 

Dublin  having  petitioned  against  the  Saturday  Closing  Bill,  though  the  Bill  itself  was 
not  before  them  at  the  time,  10662-10666. 

Dinner  Beer.  Inconvenience  and  difficulty  as  regai’ds  the  class  of  people  who  dine  at 
home  and  have  their  beer  from  the  public-houses;  inconvenience  also  to  lodgers  and 

others,  Reed  141-143.  146-149.  212.  226,  227.  237-239- Approval  of  the  houses 

being  open  for  a short  time  on  Sunday  for  sale  for  consumption  off  the  premises,  ib. 
275-278.  306-308. 

Considerable  use  made  of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday  by  the  lower  classes  who 
require  draught  ale  or  porter  for  their  dinners;  statistics  hereon,  Barrel  459-467.  733- 

736 Inconvenience  from  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin  in  the  case  of  lodgers;  also  in 

the  case  of  all  those  who  obtain  draught  porter  or  ale  from  the  public-houses  for  their 

Sunday  dinner,  ib.  468-470.  734-736.  751-762.  878.  886 Difficulty  as  to  the  public- 

houses  being  open  for  a limited  time  in  the  middle  of  the  day  for  the  sale  of  draught 
beer  for  consumption  off  the  premises,  ib.  886-888 Very  little  dinner  beer  here  con- 

sumed in  country  towns  on  Sunday,  there  not  being  the  same  objections  to  total  closing 
as  in  Dublin,  ib.  923-925. 

Statement  that  on  Sundays  the  dining  hour  of  the  working  classes  is  from  one  to  two 
o’clock,  while  the  public-houses  open  only  at  two  o’clock,  Davis  2097,  2098 Explana- 

tion that  in  Ireland  the  working  classes  do  not,  as  a rule,  drink  spirituous  liquor  wiili 
their  dinner;  witness  submitting  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  opening  the  public-houses 
on  Sunday,  Foley  4451-4459.  4601.  4613-4619. 

Slight  inconvenience  to  be  caused  to  working  men  in  Dublin  by  inability  to  obtain 
dinner  beer  on  Sunday  ; very  general  use  of  bottled  beer  with  dinner,  Wigham  6972, 

6973 Absence  of  complaint  in  Londonderry  through  the  people  not  being  able  to 

procure  beer  for  dinner  on  Sunday,  ib.  6974,  6975. 

Belief  that  the  lower  'classes  in  Ireland  do  not  attach  the  same  value  to  their  dinner 

beer  that  the  English  do,  Whyte  8904-8907.  9023—9025 Opinion  as  to  the  sufficiency 

of  one  hour  for  enabling  the  working  classes  to  provide  beer  for  their  Sunday  dinner. 

Power  9623—9625.  9763—9796 Limited  inconvenience  as  regards  dinner  beer  if  the 

public-houses  were  entirely  closed  on  Sunday,  Tray  10733-10735. 

Number  of  persons  who  visited  public-houses  in  Cork  on  Sunday,  22nd  April  1888, 
between  the  hours  of  two  and  three  p.m.  in  thickly-populated  districts  and  carried 
away  liquor  in  vessels ; total  of  325  ; Jpp.  463. 

Down  and  Connor,  Bishop  of.  Views  entertained  upon  this  question  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  ; feeling  on  his  part  that  total  closing  on 
Sunday  would  lead  to  illicit  drinking  in  shebeens  and  also  to  home  drinking, 

Cameron  1342-1354.  1514,  1515.  1584,  1585.  1600,  1601 View  taken  by  Dr. 

M‘Alister  that  the  public-houses  in  towns  should  be  opened  for  a time  on  Sundays, 

but  that  outside  the  town  they  should  be  entirely  closed,  Davis  2179-  2183 Decided 

objection  on  the  part  of  the  late  and  present  Bishop  to  total  Sunday  closing,  Convery 
9384-9388. 

255.  333  Drunkenness: 
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Drunkenness  : 

Inconvenience  often  caused  to  those  who  do  not  indulge  in  Sunday  drinking  by  those 
who  do;  orderly  condition,  however,  on  the  whole,  of  the  large  towns  in  Ireland  on 

Sunday,  Reed  248-250 Doubt  as  to  poverty  having  an  effect  upon  the  fluctuating 

amount  of  drunkenness,  O’Donel  1131.  1137,  1138 Expediency  of  removing  the 

numerous  facilities  which  exist  for  encouraging  drunkenness  ; argument  that  the  crime 
of  drunkenness  should  be  repressed  in  the  same  way  as  other  crimes,  Cameron  1402- 

M99- 

Large  number  of  people  who,  though  intoxicated,  are  not  interfered  with  by  the  police 

as  they  are  not  creating  a disturbance,  Davis  2100-2105.  2195,  2196.  2263-2271 

Strong  opinion  that  the  fact  that  the  public-houses  are  open  on  Sundays  induces  many 
persons  to  enter  them  who  would  not  otherwise  desire  to  do  80,15.2108,2109.2123- 
2125.2193. 

Argument  that  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  drink  is  a direct  incentive  to  its  purchase  ; 
strong  feeling  of  witness  that  it  would  be  by  advice  and  by  example  rather  than  by 
coercion  that  the  temperance  cause  should  be  promoted,  M‘Hugh  2569-2572.  2823- 

2825.  3031-3036 Belief  that  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed  on  Sunday  it 

would  benefit  the  cause  of  temperance  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  people  would 
get  drink  under  any  circumstances.  Bull  3930-3933.  4028,  4029. 

Conclusion  that  generally  the  effect  of  opening  public-houses  on  Sunday  would  be 
that  many  who  do  not  drink  now  would  be  induced  to  do  so,  Foley  4597-4600 Ex- 

planation that  in  Clonmel  the  police  take  no  notice  of  drunken  people  except  they  are 

riotous  in  the  streets,  Murphy  5094 Opinion  that  the  number  of  convictions  is  not  a 

very  good  test  of  the  amount  of  drunkenness  ; explanation  that  the  police  may  occa- 
sionally be  more  vigilant  than  at  other  times,  Irwen  5914-5921.  6024. 

Way  in  which  the  poverty  of  the  people,  the  unhealthiness  of  their  houses,  the  bad 
quality  of  the  drink,  and  the  want  of  out-of-door  attractions  operate  in  increasin'*  the 
amount  of  drunkenness,  Tynan  6525-6530.  6688. 

Great  falling  off  in  the  arrests  for  Sunday  drunkenness  in  the  four  and  a half  years 
after  the  Act  as  compared  with  the  previous  four  and  a half  years,  Wigham  6838- 
6842. 

Reliance  placed  by  witness  upon  the  action  of  the  clergy,  upon  education,  and  upon 
voluntary  association  for  effecting  a diminution  of  intemperance  ; decided  objection  to 
coercive  legislation  as  the  means  of  securing  temperance,  Byrne  8359-8361.  8452-8459. 
8479,  8480. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  the  deaths  due  to  alcoholism  are  greatly  in  excess  of 
the  number  attributed  to  that  cause  in  the  Registrar  General’s  returns  or  in  the  verdicts 
of  coroner’s  juries,  Whyte  8915-8923.  9026.  9035.  9074-90.80.  9106-9108 In- 

creased indulgence  in  drink  when  trade  is  good  and  the  people  are  in  full  employ- 
ment, ib.  8924-8926. 

Limited  extent  to  which  men  enter  public-houses  on  Sunday  merely  because  they  are 

open,  Convery  9511-9513 Result  of  witness’  experience  in  different  parts  of  Ireland 

and  in  other  countries  that  he  considers  the  Irish  compare  very  favourably  with 
England,  Scotland,  and  oilier  nations,  on  the  score  of  temperance  and  chastity  ; statistics 
hereon  as  regards  habitual  drunkards,  Ronayne  9834,  9835.  9848-9850.  9866-9871. 

9876-9887.  9931-9940 -Decided  improvement  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  in 

the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  of  Ireland  and  in  their  general  sobriety;  witness 
denying  however  that  this  is  all  attributable  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  ib.  9866.  9898- 
99U.  9964-9985. 

Other  causes  than  Sunday  closing  to  which  witness  attributes  the  decreased  con- 
sumption by  drink  in  Ireland  and  the  decrease  of  arrests  since  1877,  Dawson  10515- 
10519. 

Sensible  diminution  of  drunkenness  consequent  upon  the  operation  of  the  Act  of  1878 

Rep.  iii- Reference  to  the  returns  and  statistics  before  the  Committee  as  exhibiting 

on  the  whole  a marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  for 
drunkenness  during  the  period  following  the  passing  of  the  Act,  ib. 

See  also  Belfast,  6.  Clonmel.  Consumption  of  Whisky  and  Beer.  Cork,  2. 
Crime.  Dublin,  4.  Dwellings  of  the  Working  Classes.  Employment. 
Home  Drinking.  Kilkenny.  Limerick,  2.  Londonderry.  Saturdays. 
Shebeens.  Sligo.  Waterford.  i Women  and  Children.  Working 
Classes. 

Dublin 
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Dublin  : 

1.  State  of  .Public  Opinion  m Dublin  upon  the  Question  of  Sunday  Closing. 

2.  Constitution  and  Action  of  the  Corporation. 

3.  Evidence  Adverse  to  Total  Closing ; suggested  Curtailment  of  the  present 

Hours. 

4.  Drunkenness. 

5.  Shebeens  and  other  Illicit  Drinking. 

6.  Bona-fide  Traveller  Clause. 

7.  Dwellings  of  the  Working  Classes. 

8.  Saturday  Drinking  ; Question  of  Earlier  Closing. 

9.  Other  Details  generally. 


1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  in  Dublin  upon  the  Question  of  Sunday  Closing  : 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  the  general  public  in  Dublin  have  not  taken  any  very 
earnest  steps  for  making  their  voices  heard  on  the  question  of  Sunday  closing,  though 
there  have  been  several  meetings  on  the  subject;  particulars  as  to  different  meetings 
and  the  extent  and  character  of  the  attendance  thereat,  Harrel  436-453.  457,  458. 

537-574-  598-609.  720-732 Reference  to  a meeting  on  16th  March  last,  attended 

by  from  1,000  to  1,200  persons ; limited  sense  in  which  it  was  representative  of  the 
working  classes,  ib.  443“448-  537-555.  606-609,  727.  731,  732. 

Statement  as  to  the  trades  of  Dublin  being  opposed  to  total  closing  on  Sunday,  though 

in  favour  of  shorter  hours  on  Sunday  and  Saturday,  Harrel  449-453 Partial  extent 

to  which  the  trades  were  represented  at  a meeting  of  the  United  Trades  Council  on  12th 
March  last ; resolution  passed  adverse  to  the  extension  of  the  Sunday  C losingBill  to 
Dublin,  ib.  556-574-  606-608. 

Further  evidence  respecting  the  meeting  at  the  Rotunda  on  the  16th  March,  as  well 
as  certain  other  meetings,  on  the  question  of  Sunday  closing;  conclusion  that  on  neither 
side  has  the  agitation  been  very  widespread,  Harrel  766-771.  825-835.  845-866. 
942-946.  962-965. 

Opinion  of  the  immense  majority  of  the  parish  priests  in  Dublin  adverse  to  total  closing 
on  Sunday,  Tynan  6575,  6576.  6747-6755.  6784-6790. 

Particulars  respecting  certain  meetings  in  Dublin,  largely  attended  by  working  men 

and  Nationalists,  in  strong  support  of  total  closing  on  Sunday,  Wigham  6865-6897 

Examination  with  reference  to  the  house-to-house  canvass  in  Dublin,  and  the  very  large 
majority  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing;  impartiality  of  the  canvassers,  who  were  paid  by 
the  week  and  not  by  results,  ib.  6822-6837.  7124-7150.  7267,  7268.  7325-7333-  7399> 


Evidence  in  support  generally  of  the  conclusion  that  the  closing  of  public-houses  in 
Dublin  on  Sunday  would  cause  a decrease  of  drunkenness,  and  would  not  lead  to  any 
appreciable  increase  of  home  drinking  or  shebeen  drinking,  Wigham  7168-7208.  7240. 

7284-7287 Belief  that  public  opinion  in  Dublin  has  not  changed  since  1882  in  its 

approval  of  Sunday  closing,  ib.  7265,  7266. 

Examination  in  further  support  of  the  conclusion  that  the  resolutions  passed  at  the 
public  meeting  at  the  Rotunda,  and  at  a recent  meeting  of  the  United  Trades’  Council 
and  Labour  League,  do  not  prove  that  the  majority  of  the  working  men  of  Dublin  are 
adverse  to  total  closing  on  Sunday,  Wigham  7338-7392- 

Total  of  thirty-six  or  thirty-eight  trades  affiliated  to  the  Trades  Council,  comprising 
some  5 000  members  ; particulars  liert-on,  witness  submitting  that  these  are  representative 
of  the  working  classes  generally  of  Dublin,  Nannetti  7720-7741 . 7883-7891.  7924-7927. 

8ooq-8o-’9.  8042-8046.  8164-8166 Unanimous  resolution  passed  by  the  council 

strongly  adverse  to  the  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  as  tending  to  demoralise  the 
people,  and  to  promote  shebeening  ; examinat  on  in  detail  in  support  of  this  resolution, 
ib.  7742  et  seq. 

Information  respecting  a meeting  at  the  Rotunda  on  the  16th  March  last,  at  which  the 
working  men  of  Dublin  were  fully  represented,  when  a resolution  was  passed  against  the 
extension  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  the  five  exempted  cities,  Nannetti  7760-7783. 

onQ/l_»odl Lar^e  number  of  working  men  in  Dublin  as  compared  with  the  proportion 

directly  connected  wiih  the  Trades  Council,  ib.  7883-7891.  8009-8025.  8164-8166 

Unreliable  character  of  the  canvass  taken  by  the  Sunday  Closing  Association,  ib.  7918, 

7919‘ 

Belief  that  there  would  not  be  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin, 
Whyte  9127 Very  little  weight  attached  to  the  house-to-house  canvass  on  the  ques- 

tion at  issue,  Dawson  10515-10519. 

Representation  by  witness  of  a working  men’s  club  in  Dublin  comprising  325  members 
ton  the  books)  the  great  majority  being  Nationalists  and  Catholics,  and  a lar^e  number 
Line  non-Sabbatarians,  whilst  all  are  total  abstainers  i unanimous  fin  bug  of  the  club  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  earlier  Saturday  closing,  Troy  10695-10710.  10730- 
iotk  10774-10784.  10811-10818.  10823-10809.  10839-10845.  10856-10860. 

255.'  3 s 4 Grounds 
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DUBLIN — continued. 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  in  Dublin  upon  the  Question  of  Sunday  Closing — 

continued. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  large  numbers  of  the  artizans  who  have  delegates  at 
the  General  Trades  Council,  as  well  as  large  numbers  of  workingmen  not  represented 
at  the  council,  approve  of  Sunday  closing  and  of  earlier  Saturday  closing,  Troy  10711- 
107-29.  10751-10758.  10785-10810.  10837,  10838.  10885,  10886. 

Belief  as  to  public  opinion  in  Dublin  being  on  the  whole  adverse  to  Sunday  closing, 
Ward  10964-10970. 

2.  Constitution  and  Action  of  the  Corporation  : 

Statement  on  the  subject  of  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  having  adopted,  by  a large 
majority,  a petition  against  the  extension  of  the  Bill  to  Dublin,  Darrel  580-597.  728- 

730 Constitution  of  the  present  Corporation  considered  in  connection  with  the 

majority  adverse  to  total  claims  on  Sunday  ; good  attendance  at  this  meeting  of  the 
Corporation,  ib.  763-765.  836-844.  941. 

Petition  by  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  not  only  against  the  present  Bill  but  against 

the  Saturday  Early  Closing  Bill  before  the  latter  was  printed,  Wigham  6935-6961 

Large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  who  are  connected  with  the  drink 
trade,  ib.  6945-6961. 

Examination  as  to  the  number  of  aldermen  and  (own  councillors  who  are  directly 

connected  with  ihe  liquor  trade,  Dawson  10475-10485.  10578-10611 Circumstance 

of  the  Corporation  having  petitioned  against  the  Saturday  Closing  Bill,  though  the  Bill 
itself  was  not  before  them  at  the  time,  ib.  10662-10666. 

3.  Evidence  Adverse  to  Total  Closing ; suggested  Curtailment  of  the  present 

Hours : 

Witness  is  not  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin,  and  submits,  in  detail, 

the  grounds  for  this  opinion,  Harrel  471  et  seq. Recommendation  that  the  hours  of 

Opening  be  shortened,  and  be  from  two  to  five,  instead  of  from  two  till  seven,  ib.  516-518. 

622 Disapproval  of  total  Sunday  closing  as  likely  to  lead  to  the  extension  of  drinking 

clubs  and  of  home  drinking,  ib.  616-622.  634-649 Result  generally  of  witness’ 

experience  as  an  officer  of  police  that  he  is  adverse  to  total  closing  within  the  Dublin 
metropolitan  area,  ib.  669-672.  745-748. 

Questionable  expediency  of  entirely  closing  the  public-houses  in  Dublin  on  Sundays  ; 
advisability  of  opening  them  from  three  to  five  o’clock,  Falldner  6066-6068.  6162,  6163. 
6211-6214. 

"Views  of  witness’  predecessor  in  his  parish  (though  a total  abstainer)  adverse  to 

Sunday  closing,  Tynan  6550.  6553-6557.  6784-6790 Conclusion  that  no' alteration 

is  expedient  as  regards  the  hours  of  opening  on  Sunday  ; witness  confines  his  evidence 
to  Dublin  both  as  regards  Sunday  and  Saturday  evenings,  ib.  6628,  6629.  6640-6643. 
6760-6763.6801. 

Approval  of  the  licensed  houses  being  opened  earlier  than  at  present  on  Sunday  as  a 

check  upon  bogus  clubs,  and  upon  shebeening,  Nanetti  8072-8081- Great  hardship 

if  the  numerous  working  men  employed  in  laborious  work  could  not  obtain  porter  on 

Sunday,  Byrne  8335  et  seq. Approval  of  the  hours  being  from  two  to  seven  as 

giving  reasonable  facilities  for  people  to  obtain  beer  or  porter,  ib.  8388  8390. 

Evidence  adverse  to  the  movement  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses  and 

of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  Dawson  104.39  et  seQ- Disapproval  of  any  curtailment 

of  the  hours,  ib.  10521-10527. 

4.  Drunkenness ; 

Evidence  in  detail  in  connection  with  statistics  of  the  number  of  Sunday  arrests  for 
drunkenness,  and  for  drunkenness  combined  with  any  other  offence,  as  well  as  of  the 
convictions  during  the  fourteen  years  ending  30th  September  1887;  probable  reasons 
for  increase  or  decrease  at  different  periods,  Harrel  37 1 -390.  399-404.  650-652.  655-658. 

691-719 Explanations  in  connection  with  the  return  of  the  number  of  arrests  for 

drunkenness  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  respectively,  for  the  last  ten  years,  ib.  391-404 
Improved  standard  of  order  in  Dublin  since  1883  ; ib.  401-403.  575-579. 

Examination  with  further  reference  to  the  number  of  arrests  and  of  convictions  in 
Dublin  in  different  years  before  and  since  the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  (1878) ; 
probable  effect  of  the  diminution  of  beerhouses  and  of  spirit  grocers,  Harrel  784-814. 

927-940.  958-962.  977.  992 Statement  to  the  effect  that  drunkenness  is  not  excessive 

in  Dublin  as  compared  with  other  large  towns,  and  that  its  prevalence  is  much  aggra- 
vated by  the  poverty  of  the  people  and  their  want  of  proper  food,  ib.  992-994. 

Statement  showing  that  for  several  years  after  the  Act  of  1878,  the  number  of  arrests 
in  Dublin  tor  Sunday  drunkenness  fell  considerably,  whilst  in  each  year  since  1884  the 
number  has  gradually  risen  till  it  has  almost  reached  the  number  in  the  year  1879, 

O'Donel 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DUBLIN 


509 


Report,  1888 — continued. 


Dublin — continued. 

4.  Drunkenness — continued. 

O’Donel  1004,  1005.  1009.  1073-1077.  1129,  1130 Belief  that  the  diminution  in  the 

years  1881-83  was  largely  due  to  the  political  excitement  which  then  prevailed  in 
Dublin  ; subsequent  reaction  and  increase  when  the  excitement  subsided,  ib.  1010,  loll. 
1014,  1015.  107(3,  1077. 

Continuance  up  to  ihe  present  time  of  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  drunkenness,  as 

shown  by  a return  procured  by  witness  for  Easter  week,  O'Donel  1011-1013.  1078 

The  charges  on  Sunday  are  about  one-twelfth  of  the  whole,  ib.  1015,  1016. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  shebeen  cases  in  the  Northern  Police  Court  on  Sunday, 
as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  week  in  the  years  1876-87,  O'Donel  1040,  1041. 

1148,  1 149 Reference  to  the  suppression  of  many  beerhouses  and  spirit  grocers’ shoos 

as  partly  accounting  for  the  diminished  drunkenness,  as  compared  with  the  years  before 
the  Act  of  1878,  ib.  1 142-1 147. 

Very  little  value  attached  to  police  statistics  of  Sunday  drunkenness,  as  these  relate 
only  to  the  drinking  in  public-houses  and  shebeens,  whereas  drunkenness  in  Dublin  on 
Sunday  is  chiefly  caused  by  home  drinking,  which  does  not  come  under  the  notice  of 

the  police  at  all,  Tynan  6519-6523.  6776-6779 -Great  amount  of  drunkenness  both 

among  men  and  women  ; several  causes  to  which  attributable,  ib.  6521-6530 Belief, 

however,  that  Dublin  compares  favourably  with  Glasgow  and  other  large  cities,  ib.  6521, 
6522.,  6623,  6624. 

Repudiation  of  the  charge  that  Dublin  is  a drunken  city,  and  that  this  is  proved  by 
the  number  of  arrests  ; moderate  amount  of  drunkenness  as  compared  wiih  large  towns  in 

England,  Nannetti  7867-7882.  8124-8134.  8147-8155 Belief  that  since  the  Act  of 

1878  ihere  has  been  a reduction  in  the  arrests  for  drunkenness ; other  causes  besides  the 

Act  to  which  owing,  ib.  7900-7902.  7914,  7915 Large  number  of  arrests  in  1887; 

expediency  of  the  number  being  reduced  through  the  action  of  the  clergy  rather  than  by 

prohibitory  legislation,  ib.  7905-7917,  8181,  8182 Comparatively  limited  amount  of 

drunkenness  in  Dublin,  witness  denying  that  it  is  a drunken  city  ; statement  hereon  as 
to  the  Registrar  General’s  return  of  the  deaths  from  drunkenness,  Byrne  8352-8359. 
8367-8375-  8425-8427.  8463-8465. 

Favourable  comparison  of  Dublin  with  other  large  cities  as  regards  morality  and  the 
limited  amount  of  crime ; probability  that  it  would  also  compare  favourably  in  the 

matter  of  drunkenness,  Whyte  8856-8860.  8976-8991 Entire  fallacy  of  the  statistics 

of  arrests  for  drunkenness  as  a test  of  the  amount  of  drunkenness  in  Dublin  and  other 

cities,  ib.  8908-8914.  9010-9015 Special  opportunities  of  witness  for  observing  the 

evil  effects  of  drink  upon  the  people,  ib.  8954-8956. 

Explanation  in  connection  with  statement  as  to  the  number  of  arrests  in  Dublin  on 

Saturday  in  1879;  Dawson  10636-10648.  10678-10694 Reference  to  tile  statistics 

of  arrests  for  drunkenness,  as  including  habiiual  drunkards  arrested  over  and  over  again. 

Ward  10959-10963.  11024 Doubt  as  there  being  less  excess  of  drinking  than  in 

former  years,  ib.  10977-10979.  11020-11024. 

Statistics  respecting  the  number  of  arrests  on  Sundays  for  drunkenness,  & c.,  and  the 
number  of  convictions  in  each  year  since  1874  ; also  the  total  number  of  such  arrests 

and  convictions  for  the  same  years,  App.  454.  475 Number  of  arrests  on  Saturdays 

and  Sundays  for  drunkenness.  Sec.  at  different  periods,  ib.  454.  476. 

Number  of  persons  who  entered  thirty  public-houses  in  each  hour,  from  6 p.m.  to 
ll  p.m.  on  Saturday,  10th  March;  and  from  2 p.m.  to  7 p.m.  on  Sunday,  18th  March 
1888 ; App.  454.  476. 

Return  showing  the  number  of  persons  charged  at  the  Northern  Police  Court  for 
drunkenness,  &c.,~for  the  week  ended  7th  April  1888;  App.  455. 

5.  Shebeen  and  other  Illicit  Drinking  : 

Calculation  that  there  are  188  shebeens  or  other  houses  in  the  Dublin  district  where 
illicit  sales  are  carried  on  ; way  in  which  this  traffic  is  conducted  after  the  licensed  houses 

are  closed,  chiefly  on  Saturday  nights  and  Sunday,  Harrel  409-417.  708-710 

Prevalence  of  shebeening  chiefly  in  the  late  hours  of  Saturday  night  and  the  early  hours 
of  Sunday  morning;  the  number  of  convictions  fluctuating  in  different  years,  ib.  815-820 

Small  amount  of  shebeening  at  the  present  time  in  Dublin  ; opinion  that  the  police 

are  quite  able  to  deal  successfully  with  this  offence,  Falkirier  6072-6074.  6131-6142. 
6160,  6161.  6185-6187.  6239-6242. 

Conclusion  as  to  shebeening  being  now  extensively  carried  on  in  the  late  hours  of 
Saturday  night  and  the  early  hours  of  Sunday,  without  the  police  being  able  to  suppress 

it,  Tynan  6558-6565.  6579-6592 Belief  that  there  are  many  more  than  188  shebeens 

and  other  unlicensed  places  for  drink,  ib.  6591,  6592.  6718-6729. 

Doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  any  bogus  clubs,  Wigham  6999-7001;  Whyte 

Ward  10941.  11025-11027 Belief  that  shebeening  would  not  be  increased  by  total 

closing  on  Sunday,  Wigham  7207,  7208.  7240.  7284-7287. 
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5.  Shebeen  and  other  Illicit  Drinking — continued. 

Apprehended  large  increase  of  bogus  clubs  as  a result  of  Sunday  closing ; existence 

of  several  such  clubs  already,  Nannetti  7831-7834.  7850.  7859-7861.8066-8071 

Probability  that  shebeening  in  the  suburbs  would  largely  increase  on  Sunday  if  the 
licensed  houses  were  closed,  Byrne  8379. 

Very  limited  extent  to  which  shebeening  is  practised;  this  evil  being  exceedingly 
small  in  comparison  with  the  magnitude  of  home  drinking,  8931-8946.  9036- 

9°39-  90+6-9052.  9081-9084 Evidence  in  support  of  the  conclusion  that  total 

closing  on  Sunday  would  greatly  aggravate  home  drinking,  and  would  multiply  shebeen 
houses  and  bogus  clubs,  Dawson  10486.  10490-10494.  10542,  10543.  10566-10571. 
10634. 


Improbability  of  any  excess  of  shebeening  if  the  licensed  houses  were  closed  ; con- 
siderable exaggeration  on  this  subject,  Tray  10739.  10819-10822.  10861-10865. 

Statement  in  support  of  the  conclusion,  that  if  public-houses  were  closed  on  Sunday, 
it  would  require  a,n  addition  of  300  men  to  police  force  to  keep  down  shebeening; 
practicability  by  this  and  other  means  of  suppressing  the  evil,  Ward  10003-10024.  ioo7Q 
10940.10980-10996.11085.  y ^ 


Return  of  cases  for  illicit  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  heard  in  the  Northern  Police 
Court  in  eacli  of  the  years  1876-77  to  1886-87,  showing  the  per-centage  of  cases  in 

which  the  offence  occurred  on  Sunday,  App.  456 Number  of  convictions  in  different 

years  against  shebeens  and  hawkers  of  whisky,  &c.,  ib.  476. 


6.  Bona  fide  Traveller  Clause : 

Very  few  cases  in  which  the  bond  fide  traveller  question  has  come  before  witness, 
though  recently  there  has  been  a case  involving  much  abuse,  O'Donel  1025-1030.  1099, 

1100.  1115-1118 Opinion  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  alteration  in  the  Dublin 

Metropolitan  area  of  the  present  regulations  as  regards  bond  fide  travellers,  ib.  1031, 1032 
1099-1103.1115.1175,1176. 

Otrong  view  that  Kingstown  should  be  included  in  the  prohibited  area  for  bond  fide 

travellers,  Falkiner  6220-6225 Information  respecting  the  case  of  Mrs.  Tuke  whose 

license  was  refused  in  connection  with  the  bond  fide  travellor  clause,  ib.  6253-6261. 

Instances  near  Dublin  of  the  abuse  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause,  Wigham  6986- 

6995 Opinion  that  if  the  clause  be  not  abolished  the  distance  test  should  be  extended 

to  seven  miles,  and  that  only  a certain  class  of  houses  should  be  allowed  to  supply 
travellers  on  Sunday,  ib.  6996-6998. 

Great  hardship  upon  the  working  classes  of  Dublin  if  the  distance  test  were  extended 
in  the  case  of  bond  fide  travellers,  Nannetti  7920-7923.  7978-7983. 

Great  nuisance  in  and  around  Dublin  under  the  bona  fide  traveller  clause ; opinion 
that  no  drink  should  be  supplied  to  travellers  (so  called)  merely  because  they  have  gone 
three  miles  or  more  from  home,  Whyte  8948-8953.  9060-9068.  9085-9088.  9U9.  9132. 

Return  showing  the  number  of  persons  representing  themselves  as  bond  fide  travellers 
who  entered  H.  Baggot’s  public-house  on  Sundays,  18th  and  25th  March,  at  different 
hours,  App.  455. 


7..  Dwellings  of  the  Working  Classes : 

Statement  that  the  wretched  homes  of  the  poor  in  Dublin  account  largely  for  the 
intemperance  of  the  people ; considerable  improvement  in  this  respect  of  late  years, 

Falkiner  6062,  6063.  6074,  6075.  6097-6129.  6164-6168.  6205-6210 Salutary  action 

of  the  Corporation  in  improving  the  dwellings  and  general  surroundings  of  the 
vyorking  class  ; successful  exercise  of  the  terms  of  the  Free  Libraries  Act  in  this  direc- 
tion by  the  Corporation,  ib.  6205-6210. 

Evidence  as  to  the  social  and  sanitary  improvements  urgently  required  in  Dublin 
these  being  the  best  means  of  checking  excessive  drinking;  question  as  to  the  facilities  of 
the  Corporation  to  provide  these  wants  in  the  interests  of  the  people,  Dawson  10453 

et  seq.  10528-10540.  10549-10554.  10573-10577.  10634 Great  improvement  in  the 

sanitary  conditions,  and  in  the  death-rate  in  recent  years;  excessive  drinking  and  excessive 
proportion  of  deaths  mainly  in  low-class  localities,  and  in  crowded  and  insanitary 
dwellings,  ib.  10453.  10463-10465.  10549-10554. 

Y ery  salutary  operation  of  the  _ Aitizans’  Dwellings  Company  in  Dublin  ; excellent 
results  anticipated  from  the  provision  of  improved  dwellings,  Dawson  10455.  10463- 

10467.  10499-10508.  10528-10536 Statement  as  10  public-houses  not  being  provided 

in  connection  with  the  artizans’ dwellings,  ib.  10499-10504.  10555-10565 Opinion 

that  excessive  drinking  in  Dublin  results  from  the  wretched  homes  of  the  people  rather 
than  the  latter  from  the  former ; this  does  not  apply  to  country  districts,  ib.  io*UQ- 
10554.  10571.  10660.  °+y 
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Dublin — continued. 

8.  Saturday  Drinking  ; Question  of  Earlier  Closing  : 

Payment  of  wages  frequently  on  Friday  and  early  on  Saturday,  witness  objecting 
however  to  the  public-houses  being  closed  before  ten  on  Saturday  night  in  the  city,  and 

before  nine  in  the  outside  townships,  Darrel  91 3-919.  925.  952 Large  proportion 

of  drunken  cases  on  Saturday  nights,  these  amounting  regularly  to  about  80  per  cent, 
of  the  charges  for  the  whole  week,  O'Donel  1015.  1079. 

Suggestions  as  to  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for  improving  the  drinking  habits  of 
the  people  ; approval  of  limiting  their  opportunities  of  wasting  their  wages  in  drink  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays,  Falkiner  6064-6069.  6078-6093.  6130-6133.  6159.  6172, 

6173.  6201,  6202.  6211-6214 Decided  belief',  that  the  people  are  generally  in  favour 

of  early  closing  on  Saturdays  ; conclusion  that  any  opposite  expression  of  opinion  has 
been  influenced  by  the  trade,  ib.  6070,  6071.  6174,  6175.  6201,  6202.  6233-6237.  6246- 
6252. 

Explanation  that  witness  was  always  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  in  Dublin  on  Satur- 
day evening,  but  that  since  reading  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Barrel  he  is  afraid  lest 
earlier  closing  would  greatly  aggravate  the  mischievous  operation  of  shebeens  during  the 

prohibited  hours,  Tynan  6558-6568 Further  statement  as  regards  Saturday  evening 

that  if  the  police  can  guarantee  to  keep  down  shebeening  witness  would  approve  of  the 
earlier  closing  of  public-houses;  contemplated  closing  at  ten  in  such  case,  ib.  6605-6608. 
6625-6627.  6712-671 7.  6764,  6765.  6780,  6781.  6801. 

Strong  opposition  of  the  trades  of  Dublin  to  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  evening  as 
tending  to  cause  an  increase  of  illicit  drinking  and  of  home  drinking,  whilst  it  would  be 
very  inconvenient  to  the  wives  of  working  men  as  regards  the  purchase  of  groceries  at 
licensed  houses;  evidence  of  witness  to  the  same  effect,  Nannetti  7784-7826.'  7862- 
7866.  7934-7944.  8030-8033.  8119-8123 — Instructions  to  witness  from  the  Trades 
Council  to  oppose  any  alteration  of  the  existing  law  as  regards  either  Sunday  or  Satur- 
day, ib.  8144-8146. 

Excessive  drinking  mainly  on  Saturday  night,  whereas  any  curtailment  of  the  hours 
would  only  lead  to  drinking  at  home  or  at  unlicensed  houses,  Dawson  10509-10513. 
10542.  10657-10661 Objection  to  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  as  causing  much  incon- 

venience to  the  lower  classes  on  the  score  of  marketing,  and  as  necessitating  an  increased 
police  force  for  suppressing  shebeening,  Ward  10939,  10940.  10947-10958.  10997- 
11007. 

9.  Other  Details  generally  : 

Information  as  to  the  area  of  the  Dublin  district,  including  not  only  the  city  but  the 
adjoining  townships  and  the  rual  division  exempted  from  the  present  Sunday  Closing 
Act;  total  area  of  about  thirty-two  square  miles,  the  population  being  nearly  370,000, 

Darrel  330-341 Seven  divisions  of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  district,  the 

strength  of  the  force  being  1,213  of  all  ranks,  ib.  342,  343. 

Total  of  943  licensed  publicans  of  all  classes  in  the  exempted  district,  the  great 
majority  of  whom  hold  seven-day  licenses;  large  number  also  of  spirit  grocers  and  beer 

retailers,  Harrel  344-358 Grant  of  exemption  orders  by  the  Commissioners  of  Police, 

there  being  thirty-four  such  orders,  all  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  markets ; extra 

hours  for  which  these  houses  are  thus  enabled  to  be  open,  ib.  359-369.  535 Outside 

the  metropolitan  district  exemption  orders  are  granted  by  two  magistrates  in  petty  ses- 
sions, ib.  366. 

Total  of  twenty-three  refreshment-house  wine  licenses  in  the  exempted  district,  Harrel 

370 Opening  of  the  public-houses  in  the  exempted  district  from  seven  in  the  morning 

till  eleven  at  night  on  week  days,  save  that  in  townships  where  the  population  is  under 
5,000  the  hour  of  closing  is  ten  o’clock,  ib.  405. 

Respectable  appearance  of  many  young  men  who  use  the  licensed  houses  on  Sunday 

afternoon,  O'Donel  1056-1060 Benefit  through  the  suppression  of  many  beerhouses 

in  Dublin,  owing  possibly  to  the  action  of  Sabbatarians,  Nannetti  8082-8084. 

Number  of  public-houses  for  which  licenses  of  different  kinds  were  held  on  1st  March 
1888,  distinguishing  between  the  metropolitan  district  and  the  City  of  London,  App. 

453 Number  of  publicans’  licenses  of  different  kinds  ; also  of  other  retail  licenses, 

ib.  477. 

See  also  Clubs  and  Bogus  Clubs.  Coffee  Taverns.  Crime.  Police.  Rail- 
way Stations.  Restaurants.  Saturdays.  Shebeens.  Total  Closing  on 
Sunday. 

Dwellings  of  the  Working  Classes: 

Incentive  to  drunkenness  through  the  miserable  dwellings  of  the  lower  classes;  great 
value  of  improved  homes  on  this  score,  O'Donel  1033.  1046-1048.  1064-1068.  1 1 66 — 

1174 Adequate  means  of  many  of  the  working  classes  for  living  in  more  comfortable 

houses  if  they  did  not  spend  so  much  money  in  drink,  ib.  1125-1128.  1170-1174. 
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Dwellings  of  the  Working  Classes — continued. 

Superior  character  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  working  people  in  Belfast  as  com- 
pared^ with  Dublin,  Cameron  1490.  1516.  1620-1623 Value  of  improved  artizans’ 

dwellings  in  preventing  men  from  going  to  public-houses,  M‘Hugh  3054-3056— — 
Exceedingly  bad  condition  of  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  in  Cork ; efforts  of  the 
corporation  to  ameliorate  this  state  of  things,  O’Brien  3438-3440. 

Contention  (hat  the  improvement  of  artizans’  dwellings  is  the  main  solution  of  the 
question  of  drunkenness;  doubtful  benefit  of  passing  Acts  of  Parliament  in  the  hope  of 

curing  this  evil,  Toole  4085-4087.  4169-4171 Strong  necessity  in  Limerick  for 

improving  workmen’s  dwellings;  conclusion  that  improvement  in  this  respect  would 

tend  to  decrease  drunkenness  in  the  town,  Jennings  5764-5767.  5808-581 1 Decided 

opinion  that  improvement  in  the  homes  of  the  working  classes  would  conduce  to  temper- 
ance and  better  order,  Irwin  5978-5981.  6037-6041. 

Evidence  as  to  the  exceedingly  crowded  and  miserable  condition  of  the  dwellings  of 
ihe  lower  classes  in  Dublin,  though  some  decided  improvement  is  being  effected  by  the 
Corporation,  and  by  the  Artizans’  Dwellings  Company,  Falkiner  6062.  6074,  6075. 

6205-6207 So  long  as  ihe  homes  are  wretched  the  people  will  take  more  drink  than 

they  ought  to  do;  impossibility  of  the  people  improving  their  homes  so  long  as  they 
waste  their  wages  in  drink,  ib.  6062,  6063. 

Effect  of  drink  in  partly  accounting  for  the  wretched  condition  of  the  homes  of  the 

working  classes  in  Dublin,  Tynan  6675-6678.  6688 Extreme  wretchedness  of  the 

dwellings  of  the  lower  classes  in  Dublin,  this  being  largely  due  to  the  drinking  habits 
of  the  people,  Wigham  7048-7061. 

Great  contrast  (in  Coik)  between  the  condition  of  the  homes  and  families  of  men 
who  drink  to  excess,  and  the  houses  and  families  of  sober  men,  Sheehan  7407,  7408. 

7675  7679 Good  effect  being  produced  in  Cork  by  the  operation  of  the  Artizans’ 

Dwellings  Act,  ib.  7633-7635. 

Deplorable  state  of  the  houses  of  the  lower  classes  in  Dublin  (except  the  artizans’ 

dwellings)  mainly  through  the  excessive  expenditure  in  drink,  Whyte  8900-8903 

Reference  to  the  artizans’  dwellings  in  Dublin  as  an  undivided  blessing  to  the  people  of 

that  class,  ib.  8902 Valuable  results  anticipated  from  improved  dwellings  for  the 

working  classes,  and  from  other  improvements  in  connection  with  earlier  closing  on 
Saturday,  Power  9648-9652. 

Strong  advocacy  of  improved  dwellings  for  the  working  classes,  and  of  other  improve- 
ments, as  the  best  means  of  preventing  excessive  drinking  at  public-houses,  Daioson 
10543  ct  seq. 

See  also  Dublin,  7. 


E. 

Egan,  Patrick  M.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  Mayor  of  Kilkenny,  and  has  held  the 
office  for  two  years,  6414-6420. 

Population  of  Kilkenny  at  the  present  time  is  about  15,000,  including  the  outlying 

districts,  6421,  6422 Total  of  116  licensed  public-houses,  including  seventeen  which 

close  early  on  Saturdays ; opinion  that  some  of  the  worst  of  these  might  be  dispensed 

with  advantageously,  6423-6427 Statement  that  the  people  are  generally  temperate 

in  their  habits,  6428-6430. 

Information  with  reference  to  the  number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness,  and  other 
offences  connected  therewith  ; large  number  of  publicans  who  have  been  summoned  for 

breaches  of  the  Act,  6430-6445.  6453-6457 Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  it 

would  be  inexpedient  to  entirely  close  the  public-houses  on  Sundays  ; belief  that  if  they 
are  opened  for  a few  hours  there  will  be  no  inducement  to  break  the  law,  6446-6450. 
6458,  6459.  6478.  6489. 

Suggestion  that  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  should  be  done  away  with  entirely  if 

the  public-houses  be  opened  lor  a few  hours  on  Sunday,  6470-6477 Decided  opinion 

that  the  hours  should  not  be  shortened  on  Saturday  nights;  if  the  houses  were  closed 
any  earlier  there  would  be  considerable  inconvenience  to  the  poorer  classes,  6479-6488. 
6498-6504. 

Desirability  of  leaving  the  treatment  of  this  question  to  the  local  clergy  and  other 

influential  people,  as  has  been  successfully  done  at  Permoy,  6491-6493 Entire  absence 

of  either  shebeening  or  bogus  clubs  in  Kilkenny,  6494,  9495 Belief  that  the  working 

classes  of  Kilkenny  are  not  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing,  6495-6497 Approval 

of  leaving  questions  such  as  the  present  to  be  decided  by  a Home  Rule  Parliament, 
6512. 

Elphin,  Bishop  of.  Desire  of  the  Bishop  of  Elphin  that  the  small  public-houses  in 
proximity  to  the  chapels  in  the  country  districts  should  be  discontinued,  Hickson  2371- 

• 2373. 
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Elphin,  Bishop  of — continued. 

2373-  2418.  2508- Opinion  of  the  Bishop  of  Elphin  that  public-houses  should  be 

open  for  a short  time  on  Sundays,  M‘Hugh  2582-2587.  2593.  2783.  2875-2882.  2gg2- 
3000.  3053-3059- 

Employes  ( Public-houses ).  Large  number  of  employes  in  the  public-houses  of  Belfast  who 
are  subjected  to  very  much  longer  hours  of  work  than  those  in  other  occupations.  Sir 

J.  H.  Haslett  I7g3~i8oo.  1805,  1806.  181 9—1 835 Liberty  of  the  employes  in  public- 

houses  not  interfered  with  by  partial  opening  on  Sundays,  M'Hugh  2647-2650 

Total  of  101  working  hours  in  the  week  in  Dublin  public-houses  ; loud  outcry  on  this 
score,  Wigham  6g76-6g82. 

Expediency  of  a curtailment  of  the  hours  of  labour  of  the  working  classes  and  others, 
but  not  of  publicans’  assistants  or  grocers’  assistants,  as  by  total  closing  on  Sunday  and 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday  ; denial  that  the  latter  class  complain  as  to  their  hours,  Nan- 

vetti  7g28~7g33.  7gs8-7g68.  7gg6-8oo3.  8g47-8o65.  8150-8163.  8 1 6g— 8 1 76 Long 

hours  of  young  men  in  grocers’  establishments  and  in  public-houses,  though  witness  has 
not  heard  any  complaint  on  the  subject,  Byrne  8460-8462.  8475-8478. 

Examination  as  to  the  number  of  hours  for  which  young  women  and  other  assistants 
are  employed  in  public-houses  in  Cork,  and  as  to  the  time  allowed  for  recreation; 
reluctance  of  witness  to  admit  any  strong  reason  on  this  score  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing  or  of  earlier  hours  on  Saturday,  Crean  8623-8645.  8654-8657.  8727-8743. 

8751-8766.  8822-883g.  8847 Very  injurious  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  assistants 

in  public-houses  through  the  long  hours  of  labour,  Whyte  goyo-gO/S. 

Concurrence  in  the  view  that  the  hours  of  labour  in  public-houses  should  be  shortened; 
opportunities  for  rest  and  recreation  are,  however,  given  in  many  of  the  establishments, 
Convery  9484^486.  958g-g5go. 

Employment  ( Working  Classes).  Very  injurious  interference  of  the  excessive  Sunday  drunk- 
enness in  Belfast  with  employment  on  Monday,  Cameron  I26g-1276 Personal  expe- 

rience of  witness  as  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  work  done  on  Monday  through  work- 
people not  having  recovered  from  the  effects  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  drinking,  Whyte 

8g-27~8g30  Difficulty  of  employers  of  labour  on  Monday  through  their  workpeople 

drinking  so  much  on  Saturday  night  and  on  Sunday,  Power  g623. 

Statement  showing  that  large  numbers  of  the  working  classes  are  now  away  from  work 
on  Saturday,  and  still  more  on  Monday,  wages  being  paid  in  these  cases  on  Fridays; 
statistics  of  employment  at  the  Limerick  Gasworks  in  support  of  this  conclusion,  Spillane 

10022-10027.  ioog5~ioio3.  10120-10150 Much  less  loss  of  employment  on  Monday 

in  country  towns  than  in  Dublin,  Fray  10871-10877. 

England.  Opinion  that  the  Sunday  closing  movement  should  be  sanctioned  in  England 
before  it  is  enforced  in  Ireland,  Nannetti  7gog-7gi2.  8006-8008. 

Evasion  of  the  Law.  Objection  generally  to  the  line  being  drawn  too  tightly  in  the  matter 
of  Sunday  closing  as  increasing  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  the  law,  Harrel  530.  615. 

See  also  Penalties.  Shebeens. 

Exempted  Towns.  Amendment  adopted  by  the  Committee  (on  consideration  of  Draft 
Report),  that  the  result  of  the  evidence  was  to  establish  the  expediency  and  advisability 
of  at  once  extending  the  system  of  total  Sunday  closing  to  the  cities  and  towns  now 
exempted  (Dublin,  Cork,  Belfast,  Limerick,  and  Waterford);  majority  of  seven  to  four 
in  support  of  this  amendment,  Rep.  iii,  iv.  xxi. 

See  also  the  Headings  generally  throughout  the  Index. 

Exemptions  {Act  of  1 878).  Reference  to  the  third  section  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  of 
1878  as  showing  the  present  exemptions,  Reed  58. 


F. 

Fair  .Days  and  Market  Days.  Excessive  drinking,  more  especially  on  fair  days  and 
market  days;  in  Ireland  Saturday  is  the  general  market  day,  Cameron  1372-1382. 
1536-1538. 

Falhiner,  Frederick  Richard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  been  Recorder  of  Dublin 
since  1876;  is  also  Chairman  fur  the  County  and  sole  licensing  authority  in  the  city, 
6o5g-6ogi.  6og4-6og6.  6177. 

Statement  that  the  wretched  homes  of  the  poor  in  Dublin  account  largely  for  the 
intemperance  of  the  people ; considerable  improvement  in  this  respect  of  late  years, 

6062,  6063.  6075.  6og7~6l2g,  6164-6168.  6205-6210 Suggestion  as  to  the  best 

means  to  be  adopted  for  lessening  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people;  approval  of 
i.55.  3 T 3 limiting 
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Falkiner,  Frederick  Richard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

limiting  their  opportunities  of  wasting  their  wages  in  drink  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays, 
6064-6069.  6078-6093.  6130-6133.  6159.  6172,  6173.  6201,  6202.  6211-6214. 

Questionable  expediency  of  entirely  closing  the  public-houses  in  Dublin  on  Sundays; 
advisability  of  opening  them  from  three  to  five  o’clock,  6066-6068.  6162,  6163.  6211- 

6214 Decided  belief  that  the  Dublin  people  are  generally  in  favour  of  earlier  closing 

on  Saturdays;  conclusion  that  any  opposite  expression  of  opinion  has  been  influenced 

by  the  trade,  6070,  6071.  6174,  6175.  6201,6202.  6233-6237.  6246-6252 Small 

amount  of  shebeening  at  the  present  time  in  Dublin;  opinion  that  the  police  are  quite 
able  to  deal  successfully  with  this  offence,  6072-6074.  6131-6142.  6160,  6161.  6185- 
6187.  6239-6242. 

Practice  of  witness  in  granting  new  licences  to  induce  the  applicants  to  give  a quid 

•pro  quo  by  suppressing  other  houses  of  a bad  character,  6075-6077.  6143-6151 

Considerable  difficulties  which  exist  in  defining  what  is  a bond  fide  traveller  ; desirability 
of  issuing  Orders  in  Council  in  regard  to  the  limit  of  distance  so  as  to  suit  .the  exigencies 

of  special  localities,  6084-6091.  6178-6184.  6203.  6219-6225 Suggestion  that  clubs 

should  be  subjected  to  a system  of  licenses  or  permissions,  6092,  6093.  6226-6231. 

Statement  that  crime  in  Dublin  is  very  largely  connected  with  drunkenness  ; belief 
that  as  much  as  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  cases  brought  before  witness  as  a judge  are 

caused  directly  or  indirectly  by  drunkenness,  6169,  6170 Opinion  that  the  Saturday 

night  drinking  is  far  more  deleterious  to  the  people  than  that  during  the  rest  of  the 
week,  6171. 

Conclusion  that  the  attempts  at  evasion  and  other  evils  consequent  upon  the  operation 
of  the  Parly  Closing  Act  are  not  to  be  compared  with  the  wholesome  consequences  of 

the  law  itself,  6193-6200 Salutary  action  of  the  Dublin  Corporation  in  regard  to 

improving  the  dwellings  and  general  surroundings  of  the  working  class  ; successful 
exercise  of  the  terms  of  the  Free  Libraries  Act  in  this  direction  by  the  Corporation, 
6205-62 1 0. 

Strong  view  that  Kingstown  should  be  included  in  the  prohibited  area  for  bond  fide 

travellers,  6220-6225 Evils  which  resulted  from  giving  a license  to  the  railway 

refreshment  rooms  at  Harcourt-sfreet  : explanation  that  for  this  reason  a license  was 
refused  to  Westland-row,  although  the  stations  belong  to  the  same  companies,  6243— 

6245 Information  respecting  the  case  of  Mrs.  Tuke,  whose  license  was  refused  in 

connection  with  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause,  6253-6261. 

Ferbane  {King’s  County).  Marked  improvement  on  Sundays  in  Ferbane  since  the  Act 
of  J 878  came  into  operation,  Jennings  5850-5854. 

Fermoy  {Tipperary).  Desirability  of  leaving  the  treatment  of  the  question  of  Sunday 
closing  to  the  local  clergy,  and  other  influential  people,  as  has  been  successfully  done  at 
Fermoy,  Egan  6491-6493. 

Flanagan,  Patrick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Witness  was  a member  of  the  deputa- 
tion of  licensed  victuallers  of  Belfast  who  waited  upon  Mr.  Cameron  in  relation  to  the 

present  question,  2293- Inaccurate  interpretation  by  Mr.  Cameron  of  what  took 

place  at  that  meeting;  contention  that  the  licensed  victuallers  did  not  express 
willingness  to  curtail  the  hour  of  opening  or.  Sundays,  2293-2313. 

Foley,  J.  ill.  Galwey.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  been  District  Inspector  of 
Londonderry  for  a little  over  three  years,  having  been  previously  stationed  in  the  county 

Wexford,  4351 -4353- 

Statement  that  the  population  of  Londonderry  is  an  increasing  one  in  consequence  of 

the  opening  of  a ship-building  yard,  4354-4356 Details  respecting  the  character  of 

the  public-houses  in  the  town,  and  the  licenses  held  by  them,  4357-4362.  4430-4434. 
4513-4516-4549-4551-4643- 

Information  as  to  the  number  of  ai rests  in  Londonderry  for  drunkenness,  and  other 
offences  combined  therewith,  for  each  year  since  1871;  returns  also  of  the  number  of 
prosecutions  for  keeping  shebeens  in  the  town,  and  for  hawking  spirits,  4363-4372. 
4382-4387.  4438-444).  4444-4450.  4527-4544.  4563-4573.  4595,  4596.  4606-4608. 

4625,  4626.  4631-4637.  4644,  4645.  4651-4675.  4692-4713 Belief  that  shebeening 

does  not  prevail  to  any  great  extent  in  Londonderry;  suggestion  that  the  penalty  for 

this  offence  should  be  imprisonment  without  the  option  of  a fine,  4373-4376.  4442 

Entire  absence  of  bogus  clubs,  4377.  4623,  4624.  4630 Opinion  that  excessive 

drinking  does  not  prevail  extensively,  4378-4380. 

Argument  that  public  feeling  in  Londonderry  is  generally  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing ; explanation  that  public  meetings  have  not  been  held  in  the  city  to  discuss  the 
subject,  4388-4391.  4400-4406.  4409-4427.  4462-4475.  4509-4512.  4582-4594.  4609- 

4611.4628.4677-4679.4685 Desire  on  the  part  of  the  Catholic  clergy  that  there 

should  be  entire  Sunday  closing,  and  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  nights;  opinion  of  the 
Catholic  Bishop  that  there  are  too  many  public-houses  in  the  town,  4389-4391.  4400- 
4406.4462-4471.4517-4522.4680. 

Examination 
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Foley , J.  M.  Galwey.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Examination  as  to  the  necessity  for  making  alteration  in  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause 
of  (he  present  Bill ; decided  opinion  that  the  shortest  distance  should  be  seven  miles, 

439‘2_44°o-  44 '8.  4475~45o8.  4574-458 1 . 4602-4605.  4620-4622 Argument  that 

the  effect  of  the  three-mile  radius  is  merely  to  oblige  people  who  want  drink  to  travel 
that  distance;  considerable  extent  to  which  this  is  done  for  that  object  in  Derry,  4393- 
4398- 

Great  majority  of  ihe  working  classes  in  Derry  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  the 
continuance  of  the  Act;  entire  absence  of  feeling  among  these  people  that  the  Act  is  a 

restraint  upon  their  liberty,  4414-4416.  4509-4512.  4582-4590.  4611 Grounds  for 

the  opinion  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  opening  the  public-houses  on  Sundays; 
explanation  that  in  Ireland  the  working  classes  do  not  as  a rule  drink  spirituous  liquor 
with  their  dinner,  4451-4459.  4601.  4613-4619. 

Admission  that  among  a certain  class  of  people  temperance  societies  are  more 

effectual  in  promoting  temperance  than  any  Act  of  Parliament  could  be,  4523-4526 

Statement  that  the  police  force  in  Derry  is  not  sufficiently  strong,  in  consequence  of  the 

large  number  of  public-houses,  4545-4548 Decided  view  that  there  is  no  injustice 

in  depriving  the  people  on  Sundays  of  the  means  of  getting  drink  ; if  drink  be  a necessity 
it  can  be  obtained  the  day  before,  4552-4562. 

Belief  that  generally  the  effect  of  opening  public-houses  on  Sunday  would  be  that 

many  who  do  not  drink  now  would  be  induced  to  do  so,  4597-4600 -Sunday  closing 

practically  in  operation  in  Wexford  in  consequence  of  the  Catholic  Bishop  of  Ferns 
making  a rule  among  his  flock  that  there  should  be  no  Sunday  drinking,  4646-4650. 

Opinion  that  no  inconvenience  would  arise  in  Derry  if  the  public-houses  were  closed 

at  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday  nights,  4681- facility  with  which  the  publicans  in  the 

town  obtain  certificates  of  good  character  from  the  magistrates  with  the  object  of  obtain- 
ing licenses,  4682-4684.  4690,  4691. 

Food.  Less  objection  to  the  sale  of  drink  at  places  where  food  is  sold,  Whyte  9120-9123 

Suggestion  that  drink  be  not  supplied  to  any  class  of  persons  on  Sunday  except  at 
places  where  food  is  also  supplied,  Spillanc  10085. 

Foreign  Countries.  Permissive  sale  of  drink  on  Sunday  in  every  Catholic  country  in  the 

world,  Tynan  6601 Temperate  habits  of  people  on  the  Continent  in  the  absence  of 

coercive  legislation,  Byrne  8459.  8467-8473. 

Forfeiture  of  Licenses.  Approval  of  a forfeiture  of  license  if  two  convictions  be  recorded 
upon  it;  option  to  be  exercised  by  the  magistrate  as  to  recording  convictions,  Reed 
118-121. 


G. 

Galway.  Belief  that  total  Sunday  closing  exists  at  the  present  time  in  the  town  of  Galway* 
Cameron  1355. 

Gardiner,  John  Charles.  Is  a Resident  Magistrate,  and  has  served  in  the  City  of  Cork 
for  two  years,  3062,  3063. 

Details,  generally,  as  to  the  population  of  Cork,  the  number  and  character  of  the 
licensed  houses,  &c. ; belief  that  there  are  no  bogus  clubs,  3064—3072.  3084,  3085.  31 14- 

31  23 Returns  of  the  arrests  and  convictions  lor  drunkenness  from  1 874  to  the  present 

time,  3073-3076. 

Information  with  regard  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  Cork  on  this  question  ; public 
meetings  held  by  the  people  and  by  the  corporation,  who  passed  resolutions  in  favour  of 

opening  the  public-houses  on  Sunday,  3077-3083.  3089-3107.  3110-3113 Decided 

opinion  that  the  exemption  in  favour  of  bona  fide  travellers  has  been  abused  in  Cork; 
expediency  of  increasing  the  distance  to  seven  miles,  3086-3088.  3124-3127. 

Belief  that  there  is  not  much  Sunday  drinking  in  Cork,  as  a rule,  3108,  3109 

General  feeling  in  the  city  that  the  public-houses  should  be  shut  earlier  on  Saturdays, 
31  >3 Personal  feeling  of  witness  that  there  should  be  total  Sunday  closing;  admis- 

sion, however,  that  general  opinion  is  opposed  to  this  course,  3120. 

[Second  Examination.] — Further  information  as  to  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunken- 
ness, and  offences  connected  therewith,  in  the  City  of  Cork,  for  the  last  fourteen  years  ; 
in  the  first  year  (1874)  the  number  was  lower  than  in  anv  subsequent  year,  3564.  3575- 
3580.  3610-3617.  3640-3646.  3669-3674— —Details  as  to  the  working  of  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clause  of  the  Act;  expediency  of  increasing  the  limit  of  distance  from  three  to 
seven  miles,  though,  as  a magistrate,  witness  has  had  to  deal  with  very  few  cases  of 
abuse  of  that  clause,  3565,  3566.  3618-3629.  3647-3657.  3682-3686. 

Decided  approval  of  closing  the  houses  on  Sunday  at  five  o’clock,  and  on  Saturday 
nights  at  nine;  belief  that  such  curtailments  of  the  hours  would  not  lead  to  any  material 

255*  3 T 4 increase  . 
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Gardiner,  John  Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
increase  of  home  drinking,  or  other  form  of  illicit  drinking,  3567.  3587-3609.  3630-3637. 

3661,  366-2.  3665-3668.  3677-3681 Suggestion  as  to  ihe  expediency  of  endorsing 

the  publicans’  license  for  certain  offences,  3567-3574 Belief  that  in  Cork  the  people 

are  becoming  more  sober,  3581-3587. 

Preponderancy  of  opinion  of  the  people  in  Cork  decidedly  against  total  closing  on 

Sundays,  3638,  3639 Contention  that  if  there  be  total  closing  clubs  should  not  be 

exempted  more  than  any  other  place,  3676. 

Glasgow.  Grounds  for  the  statement  that  the  Forbes-M  ackenzie  Act  has  been  a decided 
success  in  Glasgow,  and  that  no  Scotch  Member  would  be  in  favour  of  repealing  the  Act, 
Wigliam  7172-7183.  7191,  7192.  7222-7224.  7253-7256.  7288-7294. 

Conclusion  that  in  Glasgow  and  other  large  towns  illicit  drinking  has  much  increased 

as  a consequence  of  Sunday  closing,  Nannetfi  7851-7854 Comment  upon  the  failure  of 

Sunday  closing  in  Glasgow  and  in  Cardiff;  great  amount  of  Sunday  drunkenness  in  the 
former  city,  Convery  9600-9602 Examination  as  to  witness’  grounds  for  the  state- 

ment that  arrests  for  drunkenness  in  Glasgow  have  been  larger  than  before  the  Forbes- 
Mackenzie  Act,  Dawson  10514.  10613-10635. 

Grocers.  Several  articles  comprised  in  the  grocers’  license,  there  being  536  in  Ireland 

(in  1887),  chiefly  in  Dublin  and  Bel  fast,' “ Reed  25-30 Penalty  suggested  with 

respect  to  the  practice  of  consumption  of  spirits  on  the  premises  at  spirit  grocers,  Harrel 
532-534- 

Growing  custom  in  Cork  for  grocers  to  apply  for  licenses  to  sell  liquor ; explana- 
tion that  if  public-house  hours  be  curtailed  it  will  also  prevent  the  people  who  come  to 

market  from  buying  their  groceries,  O’Brien  3462-3473 Large  number  of  grocers’ 

shops  in  Kilkenny  which  are  public-houses  as  well  ; desirability  of  separating  these  two 

trades  as  far  as  possible,  Considine  6348,  6349.  6409-6413 Inconvenience  as  regards 

the  purchase  of  groceries  if  the  licensed  houses  were  closed  earlier  on  Saturday, 
O'Keeffe  8236-8239 Belief  that  there  has  been  no  complaint  among  grocers’  assist- 

ants at  Limerick  respecting  the  hours  for  which  they  work,  ib.  8240-8242. 

Return  of  the  number  of  spirit  grocers’  houses  having  also  beer-retail  licenses  in  all 
Ireland,  and  in  Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford  respectively,  App.  471 
Number  having  spirit  licence  only,  ib. 


Habitual  Drunkards.  Great  difficulty  in  making  any  impression  on  the  class  of  habitual 
drunkards,  Rouayne  9868. See  also  Drunkenness. 

Hamilton,  Sackville.  (Analysis  of  his  Evideuce.) — Has  been  District  Inspector  of  Clonmel 
for  the  last  nine  years  ; was  formerly  stationed  at  Kilbeggan,  Wexford,  and  Waterford, 
4894-4898.  _ 1 

Returns,  showing  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness  and  other 
offences  in  connection  therewith  for  periods  antecedent  and  subsequent  to  the  passing  of 
the  Sunday  Closing  Act ; opinion,  from  these  Returns,  that  the  Act  has  had  a decidedly 

beneficial  effect,  4899-4903.  4911.  4950.  4968-4987.  5022,  5023 Statements  as  to 

the  number  of  public-houses  within  the  borough  of  Clonmel;  ninety-seven  houses  which 
combine  other  business  with  that  of  selling  drink,  4907-4910. 

Very  small  amount  of  shebeening  in  Clonmel;  considerable  diligence  exercised  by 
the  police  with  the  object  of  putting  down  this  illicit  drinking,  4913-4921.  4993-4995 
Entire  absence  of  bogus  clubs  in  the  town,  4923.  5026,  5027 Belief  that  Clon- 
mel is  one  of  the  most  orderly  towns  in  Ireland  ; small  amount  of  home-drinking 
amongst  the  working  classes,  4924,  4925.  5028,  5029. 

Evidence  as  to  the  general  opinion  in  the  town  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  earlier 
closing  on  Saturday ; absence  of  any  public  meeting  on  the  subject  or  other  indication 

of  popular  feeling,  4927-4941.  5002-5005.  5025.  5030,  5031- Expediency  of  entirely 

abolishing  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  and  substituting  for  it  a bond  fide  lodger  clause ; 
grounds  for  this  suggestion,  4942-4945.  4999-5001. 

Suggestions  generally  for  the  improvement  of  the  present  Act;  decided  opinion  that 
the  fact  of  any  conviction  of  a publican  should  be  peremptorily  endorsed  on  his  licence, 

4945  4949.  4955-4967-  4990-4992-  4996-4998-  5008,  5009 Approval  of  closing  the 

public-houses  on  Saturdays  at  eight  o’clock  ; belief  that  there  is,  substantially,  no  mar- 
keting in  Clonmel  after  seven  o’clock,  4950_4953-  5009-5017 Statement  that  the 

working  class  in  Ireland  do  not,  as  a rule,  take  drink  with  their  food,  5029. 

Harrel , David.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Experience  of  witness  for  some  five  years 
past  as  Commissioner  of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police;  previous  experience  as  a 

resident 
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Harr  el,  David.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

resident  magistrate  in  different  counties,  and  also  for  several  years  as  an  officer  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  at  Belfast,  322-329. 

Information  as  to  the  area  of  the  Dublin  district,  including  not  only  the  city  but  the 
adjoining  townships  and  the  rural  division,  exempted  from  the  present  Sunday  Closing 
Act ; total  area  of  about  thirty-two  square  miles,  the  population  being  nearly  370,000; 

330-341 Seven  divisions  of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  district,  the ‘strength  of 

the  force  being  1,213  of  all  ranks,  342,  343 Total  of  943  licensed  publicans,  of  all 

classes,  in  the  exempted  district,  the  great  majority  of  whom  hold  seven-day  licenses  ; 
large  number  also  of  spirit  grocers  and  beer  retailers,  344-358. 

Grant  of  exemption  orders  by  the  Commissioners  of  Police,  there  being  twenty-four 
such  orders,  all  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  markets;  extra  hours  for  which  these  liouses 
are  thus  enabled  to  be  open,  359-369.  535 Outside  the  Metropolitan  district  exemp- 
tion orders  are  granted  by  two  magistrates  in  petty  sessions,  366 Total  of  twenty-three 

refreshment-house  wine  licenses  in  the  Dublin  exempted  district,  370. 

Evidence  in  detail  in  connection  with  statistics  of  the  number  of  Sunday  arrests  for 
drunkenness,  and  for  drunkenness  combined  with  any  other  offence,  as  well  as  of  the 
convictions,  during  the  fourteen  years  ending  30th  .September  1887  ; probable  reasons 
for  increase  or  decrease  at  different  periods,  371-390.  399-404.  650-652.  655-658. 
691-7*9 Return  of  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness  on  Satur- 
days and  Sundays,  respectively,  for  the  last  ten  years,  391-404 Improved  standard 

of  order  in  Dublin  since  1883;  401-403.  575-579. 

Opening  of  the  public-houses  in  the  Dublin  exempted  district  from  seven  in  the  mornino- 
till  eleven  at.  night  on  week-days,  save  that  in  townships  where  the  population  is  under 

5,000,  the  hour  of  closing  is  ten  o’clock,  405 Opening  on  Sunday  from  two  till  seven 

o’clock,  since  October  1878,  the  houis  previously  having  been  from  two  till  nine,  405- 

408 Opinion  that  the  shortening  of  the  hours  in  1878  had  no  material  effect  as  regards 

illicit  sales,  409.  610-612. 

Calculation  that  there  are  188  shebeens  or  other  houses  in  the  Dublin  district  where 
illicit  sales  are  carried  on  ; way  in  which  this  traffic  is  conducted  after  the  licensed 

houses  are  closed,  chiefly  on  Saturday  nights  and  Sunday,  409-41 7.  708-710 Several 

respects  in  which  the  present  law  is  inadequate  for  enabling  the  police  to  deal  effectually 
with  illicit  traffic ; suggestions  as  to  the  remedies  and  fuller  powers  required,  41 S-435. 
532-  707- 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  the  general  public  in  Dublin  have  not  taken  any 
very  earnest  steps  for  making  their  voices  heard  on  the  question  of  Sunday  closing, 
though  there  have  been  several  meetings  on  the  subject;  particulars  as  to  different 
meetings  and  the  extent  and  character  of  the  attendance  thereat,  436-453.  457,  458. 

537-574-  598-6og.  720-732 Reference  to  a meeting  on  16th  March  last,  attended 

by  from  1,000  lo  1,200  persons;  limited  sense  it  which  it  was  representative  of  the 
working  classes,  443-448.  537“555-  606-609.  727.  731,  732. 

Statement  as  to  the  trades  of  Dublin  being  opposed  to  total  closing  on  Sunday, 

though  in  favour  of  shorter  hours  on  Sunday  and  Saturday,  449-453 Views  generally 

of  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  episcopate  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sunday, 
and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night ; exception  in  the  case  of  the  Catholic  Bishop 

of  Down,  454-456.  652,  654 General  feeling  among  the  better  classes  in  favour  of 

Sunday  closing,  457. 

Considerable  use  made  of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday  by  the?  lower  classes  who 

require  draught  ale  or  porter  for  their  dinners ; statistics  hereon,  459-467.  733-736 

Considerable  number  also  of  lodgers  and  others  who  dine  at  restaurants  and  similar 
places  on  Sunday,  who  would  be  inconvenienced  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed 
on  that  day,  468-470.  734-736. 

Witness  is  not  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin,  and  submits  in  detail  the 

grounds  for  this  opinion,  471  et  seq. Four  chief  reasons  generally  urged  by  those  who 

object  to  Sunday  closing;  degree  of  weight  attached  by  witness  to  each  of  these,  471 
et  seq. 

Limited  difficulty  anticipated  as  regards  shebeening,  consequent  upon  Sunday  closing, 

if  the  powers  of  the  police  be  propeily  strengthened,  474.  707 Apprehension  of  such 

difficulty  in  the  form  of  bogus  clubs,  as  likely  to  be  largely  developed  by  Sunday 

closing;  obstacles  to  effectual  police  supervision  in  the  matter,  474-479 Mischief 

apprehended  in  the  increase  of  home  drinking  if  the  people  could  not  obtain  drink  at 
the  licensed  houses,  480-482. 

Great  abuse  in  connection  with  the  buna  fide  traveller  question ; suggestion  that  the 
definition  be  made- much  more  strict,  and  that  the  test  of  distance  be  increased  to  six  or 

seven  miles  (instead  of  three),  483-504 Proposal  that  only  hotel  keepers  and 

restaurant  keepers  be  allowed  to  supply  bond  fide  travellers,  except  that  under  certain 

255.  3 U restrictions 
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Harr  el,  David.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
restrictions  exemption  orders  might  be  granted  to  publicans  to  give  such  supply,  505- 
515.  687-690. 

Recommendation  that  the  hours  of  opening  in  Dublin  on  Sunday  be  shortened,  and  be 

from  two  to  five,  instead  of  from  two  till  seven,  516-518.  622 Opinion  that  there  is 

need  for  shortening  the  hours  quite  as  much  on  Saturday  evening  as  on  Sunday;  great 
difficulty  in  the  former  case  on  account  of  interference  with  the  grocery  trade,  519,  520 

Conclusion  that  the  habits  of  the  people  are  much  earlier  on  Saturday  night  than 

they  used  to  be,  and  that  the  houses  should  be  closed  in  the  Dublin  city  area  at  ten 
and  in  the  rest  of  the  exempted  district  at  nine,  521-527.  663. 

Statement  as  regards  Belfast  that  witness  never  anticipated  any  resistance  to  the  law 

by  which  the  hours  were  shortened,  528-530 Objection  generally  to  the  line  being 

drawn  too  tightly  as  increasing  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  the  law,  530-615 Abuse 

in  connection  with  the  practice  of  hawking  bottled  porter  in  the  streets,  532 Penalty 

suggested  with  respect  to  the  practice  of  consumption  of  spirits  on  the  premises  at  spirit 
grocers,  532“534- 

Facility  to  evasion  through  there  being  no  penalty  for  delaying  the  admission  of 
constables  to  licensed  houses,  534,  535. Expediency  of  publicans  being  held  respon- 

sible for  drunken  persons  being  found  on  their  premises,  as  well  as  for  supplying  them 
with  drink,  536. 

Partial  extent  to  which  the  traders  of  Dublin  were  represented  at  a meeting  of  the 
United  Trades’  Council  on  12th  March  last ; resoluiion  passed  adverse  to  the  extension 

of  the  Sunday  Closing  Bill  to  Dublin,  556-574.  606-608 Statement  on  the  subject 

of  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  having  adopted,  by  a large  majority,  a petition  against  the 
extension  of  the  Bill  to  Dublin,  580-597.  728-730. 

Increase  of  evasion  chiefly  in  the  case  of  bond  fide  travellers  (so-called)  since  the 
shortening  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  in  Dublin;  further  evidence  hereon  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  enlarging  the  distance  test,  610-614.  623-633.  683-687.737-744 State- 

ment in  further  disapproval  of  total  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin  as  likely  to  lead  to  the 
extension  of  drinking  clubs  and  of  home  drinking,  616-622.  634-649. 

Explanation  as  to  witness  having  formerly  recommended  that  the  houses  in  Belfast 
should  ^>e  closed  at  seven  instead  of  nine ; that  is,  with  a view  to  further  curtailment 
gradually,  664-668 Adherence  of  witness  to  the  opinion  which  he  has  always  enter- 

tained adverse  to  total  Sunday  Closing  in  Dublin  or  Belfast,  669-672. 

Grounds  for  the  opinion  that,  in  provincial  towns  generally,  the  houses  might  bene- 
ficially be  closed  altogether  on  Sunday;  exceptional  reasons  which  apply  to  large  centres 

like  Dublin  and  Belfast,  672-684 Result  generally  of  witness’  experience  as  an 

officer  of  police,  that  he  is  adverse  to  total  closing  within  the  Dublin  metropolitan  area,. 
745~748- 

[Second  Examination.] — Further  statement  as  to  the  abuse  in  respect  of  bond  fide 
travellers  under  the  present  Act  in  Dublin  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  as  to  the  remedies 

proposed,  749,  750.  889-912.  953-957 Inconvenience  from  Sunday  closing  in  the 

case  of  lodgers,  further  adverted  to ; also  in  the  case  of  all  those  who  obtain  draught 
porter  or  ale  from  the  public-houses  for  their  Sunday  dinner,  751-762.  878.  886. 

Constitution  of  the  present  Corporation  of  Dublin  considered  in  connection  with  the 
majority  adverse  to  total  closing  on  Sunday ; good  attendance  at  this  meeting  of  the 

Corporation,  763—765.  836-844.  941 Further  evidence  respecting  the  meeting  at  the 

Roiunda  on  the  16th  March,  as  well  as  certain  other  meetings  on  the  question  of  Sunday 
closing;  conclusion  that  on  neither  side  has  the  agitation  been  very  widespread,  766-771. 
825-835.  845-866.  942-946.  962-965. 

Explanation  as  regards  drinking  clubs,  and  the  objections  thereto  by  the  wives  of 
working  men,  that  certain  restrictions  would  be  advisable  in  the  event  only  of  the  public- 
houses  being  entirely  closed  on  Sunday  ; absence  of  abuse  in  connection  with  working 

men’s  clubs,  772-776.  867-877.947-949.  978-981.  987-989 Very  little  difference 

caused  by  the  Act  of  1878  in  the  condition  of  some  country  towns  which  were  known  to 
witness,  though  he  was  not  stationed  in  them,  777-783. 

Examination  with  further  reference  to  the  number  of  arrests  and  of  convictions  in 
Dublin  in  different  years  before  and  since  the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act(i878); 
probable  effect  of  the  diminution  of  beer-houses,  and  of  spirit  grocers,  784-814.  927-940. 

95^-962.  977"992 Prevalence  of  shebeening  chiefly  in  the  late  hours  of  Saturday 

night  and  the  early  hours  of  Sunday  morning,  the  number  of  convictions  fluctuating  in 

different  years,  815-820 Belief  that  a further  curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Sunday 

would  not  increase  shebeening,  if  the  additional  regulations  proposed  by  witness  be 
carried  out,  821-824.  961. 

Considerable  number  of  respectable  restaurants  in  Dublin  where  lodgers  and  others 
might  obtain  dinner  ana  drink  on  Sunday  under  proper  restrictions  as  to  the  latter, 

879-885.  950,  951.  966-976 Difficulty  as  to  the  public-houses  being  open  for  a 

limited 
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Harrel,  David.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)  —continued. 

limited  time  in  the  middle  of  the  day  for  the  sale  of  draught  beer  for  consumption  off  the 

premises,  886-888 Suggestions  with  further  reference  to  the  granting  of  exemption 

orders  so  as  to  meet  the  case  of  bona  fide  travellers,  893-908. 

Payment  of  wages  frequently  on  Friday  and  early  on  Saturday,  witness  objecting,  however, 
to  the  public-houses  being  closed  before  ten  on  Saturday  night  in  the  city,  and  before  nine 

in  the  outside  townships,  913-919.  925.  952 Very  little  dinner  beer  consumed  in 

country  towns  on  Sunday,  there  not  being  the  same  objections  to  total  closing  as  in 

Dublin,  923-9525 Doubt  as  to  there  being  any  connection  between  the  coffee  taverns 

interest  and  the  movement  for  closing  the  public-house,  982-986. 

Statement  to  the  effect  that  drunkenness  is  not  excessive  in  Dublin  as  compared  with 
other  large  towns,  and  that  its  prevalence  is  much  aggravated  by  the  poverty  of  the 

people  and  their  want  of  proper  food,  992-994 Exceedingly  few  convictions  of 

publicans  for  supplying  drink  to  men  already  duink  ; advantage  if  the  onus  of  proof  in 
such  cases  were  thrown  upon  the  publicans,  995-998. 

Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Is  mayor  of  Belfast,  and  a large 
employer  of  labour  in  that  city  ; is  a total  abstainer,  1677-1682. 

Strong  opinion  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses  in  Belfast;  grounds 
upon  which  this  opinion  is  formed,  1682-1691. 1717-1719.  1722-1724.  1732.  1744,  1745. 

1759.  1761—1764.  1769,  1770.  1779-1785 Belief  that  Sunding  closing  would  be 

generally  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants  and  working  men;  opposition  only  to  be  feared 
from  those  persons  who  are  constant  drinkers,  1684.  1709-1712.  1728-1730.  1801. 

Conclusion  that  when  the  population  and  character  of  employment  of  the  people  are 
considered,  drunkenness  does  not  exist  to  a great  extent  in  Belfast;  exceedingly  few 

Sunday  arrests,  1685-1687.  1693.  1731.  1746,  i747-  1755-' 75«-  ’776‘1778 -Approval 

of  shortening  the  hours  on  Saturday  nights  to  nine  or  .ten  o’clock,  1690,  1691. 

Assertion,  notwithstanding  witness’  strong  views  on  temperance  questions,  that  he 
would  defend  the  interests  of  the  publicans  as  equitably  as  any  one  in  the  city,  1695, 
1696. 1701-1708. 

Information  as  to  the  cases  brought  before  the  police  courts  in  regard  to  drunkenness; 
explanation  that  the  reason  of  the  largest  number  being  on  Monday  is  that  two  days  are 

involved,  1713-1716.  1748-1754.  1771-1770-  1786-1788 Opinion  that  illicit  sales 

of  liquor  would  not  be  increased  by  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday,  1720, 

1721  — 1 — Non-existence  of  bogus  clubs  in  Belfast,  1725-1728 Statement  that  the 

question  of  Sunday  closing  has  not  been  brought  before  the  town  council,  174°?  1741- 
1789. 

Belief  that  a large  number  of  publicans  themselves  desire  total  closing  on  Sundays,  so 

that  they  may  have  a day’s  rest,  1742,  1743.  1 766,  1767 Opinion  that  sbebeening 

does  not  prevail  to  a large  extent,  1768 Absence  of  any  public  expression  of  feeling 

against  Sunday  closing  ; important  meetings  held  in  favour  of  extending  the  Act  to  the 
town,  1790-1792.  1808-1818. 

Large  number  of  employes  in  the  public-houses  of  Belfast  who  are  subjected  to  very 
much  longer  hours  of  work  than  those  in  other  occupations,  1793-1800.  1805,  1806. 

1819-1835 Belief  that  the  local  ministers  are  strongly  in  favour  of  early  closing  on 

Saturday  nights,  1802-1805. 

Health.  Better  health  on  the  whole  if  there  were  not  so  much  drinking,  Byrne  8391-8397 

8406-8409 Increase  of  witness’  duties  as  coroner  for  Dublin  by  the  drinking  habits 

of  people  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday,  as  well  as  on  other  days,  Whyte  8873,  8874. 
8891. 

Hea/y,  Maurice  ( Member  of  the  House).  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Witness,  who  is 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork,  is  in  practice  there  a3  a solicitor  ; previously  to  1882  he 
resided  in  the  rural  districts,  10151-10154. 

Result  of  witness’  observation  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  been  of  enormous 
benefit  to  the  rural  districts  of  Ireland,  that  the  provincial  towii3  are  now  much  more 
peaceable  and  orderly  on  Sunday,  and  that  the  Act  is  strongly  approved  by  the  great 

mass  of  the  public,  10155-10159.  10215,  10216.  10375-10377 Entire  absence  of 

any  increase  of  home  drinking  in  the  rural  districts  in  consequence  of  the  Act, 
10160-10165. 

Comment  upon  the  very  inefficient  action  of  the  police  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Act 

in  the  rural  districts,  10166-10169 Absence  of  shebeens  in  Cork  and  throughout  the 

south  of  Ireland,  10168 Utter  inadequacy  of  so  small  a penalty  as  10  s.  in  cases  of 

violation  of  the  law  by  low-class  publicans;  suggestion  that  licenses  be  forfeited  for 
deliberate  breaches  of  the  law,  10169-10174-  10207-10214. 

Absurdity  of  the  three-mile  limit  under  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  ; expediency  of 
extension  to  six  miles,  10175-10 179.  10352-10357.  10372-10374 Opinion  that  the 

255.  3 u 2 Sunday 
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Ilealy,  Maurice  ( Member  of  the  House.')  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Sunday  Closing  Act  should  be  extended  to  Cork  and  to  all  the  exempted  cities,  and  that 
no  serious  inconvenience  would  result,  10180-10182. 

Evidence  in  support  of  Saturday  closing  at  eight  o’clock  ; belief  that  in  Cork  this 
would  cause  no  hardship  on  the  score  of  marketing,  10183-10189.  10260-10266.  10326, 

10327 Enormous  majority  of  the  people  of  Cork  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on 

Saturday;  large  majority  to  a similar  effect  throughout  Ireland,  10189-10191. 

10431-1 0434.  10438 -Conclusion  that  an  immense  majority  of  the  lower  classes  in 

Cork  are  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing;  doubt  as  to  a majority  of  the  tradesmen  being 
opposed  to  total  closing,  though  a resolution  to  that  effect  was  passed  at  a ticket  meeting, 

10192-10195.10258-10266.  0 

Approval  of  settling  the  bona  fide  traveller  question  by  the  exemption  of  hotels  and 
restaurants,  provided  with  a certain  amount  of  accommodation  ; difficulty,  however,  as  to 

the  jurisdiction  for  working  such  exemptions,  10196-10204.  10323.  10402-10416 

Great  laxity  on  the  part  of  the  police  in  enforcing  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  10205-10213. 
10330-10336. 

Belief  that  home  drinking  would  not  become  excessive  as  a direct  result  of  Sunday 
closing;  entire  dissent  from  certain  evidence  of  Mr.  Nannetti  and  Mr.  Crean  on  this 

point,  10217-10233.  10249-10252, Conclusion  that  home  drinking  is  not  so  bad  as 

public-house  drinking  ; salutary  influence  of  the  wife  and  children  in  the  former  case, 

10233-10248.  10382-10386 Opinion  that  those  witnesses  are  quite  mistaken  who 

submit  that  Sunday  closing  would  cause  a large  ^development  of  bo^us  clubs, 
10249-10257.  10378-10381. 

Examination  with  further  reference  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  Cork  on  the 
question  of  Sunday  closing,  as  shown  at  certain  meetings,  or  as  elicited  by  means  of  a 
partial  house-to-house  canvass ; conclusion  that  an  immense  majority  of  the  whole 

people  are  in  favour  of  total  closing,  10258-10322.  10337-10341.  10387-10401 

Grounds  for  attaching  very  littie  weight  to  resolutions  passed  by  the  Corporation  of 
Cork,  or  by  other  Corporations,  as  in  any  way  representing  the  views  of  the  people 
generally;  comment  heieon  upon  the  municipal  franchise,  and  upon  the  large  representa- 
tion of  the  licensed  vintners  and  public-house  interest,  10307-10319.  10363-10367. 
10417-10429 — —Willingness  of  large  numbers  of  publicans  to  close  on  Sunday  if 
the  law  were  universal,  10319-10322. 

Strong  complaint  as  to  the  unfair  and  oppressive  action  of  the  police  towards 

Nationalist  publicans,  10324,  10325.10330-10336 Special  importance  attached  fo 

earlier  closing  on  Saturday ; lamentable  expenditure  of  wages  in  drink  on  Saturday 

night,  10326-10329.  10431-10438 Large  decrease  of  drunkenness  in  Cork  and  other 

towns  through  the  action  of  the  League  of  the  Cross,  10342-10344. 

Exceedingly  salutary  results  wherever  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  is  in  operation,  witness 
strongly  urging  its  extension  to  Cork,  10345-10351.  10375-10377.  10430 Expe- 

diency of  vigilant  enforcement  of  the  Act  if  made  general,  10357-10362. 

Approval  of  the  immediate  adoption  of  entire  Sunday  closing  in  the  large  towns  rather 

than  of  gradual  curtailment  of  the  hours,  10368-10371 Question  considered  whether 

all  licensed  houses  might  not  have  six-day  licenses,  certain  houses  being  exempted  in 
favour  of  supplies  to  bona  fide  travellers,  10407-10413. 

Hearn,  Michael.  View  of  Mr.  xMichael  Hearn,  Chairman  of  the  Cork  Board  of  Guardians, 
adverse  to  Sunday  closing  either  in  Cork  or  in  the  rural  districts,  Crean  8600-8607. 

Hickson,  Fitzgerald.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Is  district  inspector  of  constabulary 
in  the  town  of  Sligo,  which  has  a large  population,  2314-2319. 

Statistics  prepared  by  witness  in  regard  to  arrests  by  the  police  for  drunkenness  and 
other  offences  in  connection  with  drunkenness  in  each  year  since  1874;  contention  that 
the  results  indicate  a large  benefit  from  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday, 
2320-2333.  2356-2360.  2374,  2375.  2402-2414.  2425-2428.  2476-2479.  2490-2494. 

25°5-  -6°9 Larger  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  since  1875  to  be  accounted  for 

by  the  increased  police  force  in  the  town  since  that  year;  increase  of  convictions  is  also 
partly  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  public-houses,  2325-2330.  2375,  2391,  2392. 

2426-2435.  2480,  2481 Belief  that  there  has  not  been  an  increase  in  drunkenness  in 

Sligo  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  arrests,  2333. 

Decided  opinion  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  been  most  beneficial  in  the  town  of 
Sligo,  and  in  the  rural  districts,  and  should  be  continued,  2334-2337.  2395,  2396.  2436. 

2488,  2489- Strong  feeling  amongst  all  classes  of  the  people  of  Sligo  as  to  the 

advantage  of  closing  the  public-houses  on  Sunday;  belief  that  there  is  an  entire  absence 

of  any  desire  in  the  opposite  direction,  2337-2344.  2397.  2488 Unanimous  opinion 

of  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  in  favour  of  the  Act,  2342. 

Return  showing  the  number  of  shebeen  prosecutions  since  the  year  1873  ; belief 
that  if  illicit  dealing  exists  at  all,  it  is  to  a very  small  extent,  2345-2347.  243*7-2444 

Opinion 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


H I C 


HOM 


521 


Report,  1888  —continued. 


Hickson,  Fitzgerald.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Opinion  that*  the  law  is  strong  enough,  with  a few  exceptions,  and  that  if  it  be 

strengthened  illicit  dealing  could  be  easily  dealt  with,  2348-2350.  2442-2444 Entire 

absence  of  bogus  clubs  in  Sligo,  2351.  2445-2447. 

Decided  opinion  that  home  drinking  is  not  a serious  evil  in  Sligo  ; contention  that 

the  people  are  generally  a sober  class,  2353-2355.  2447-2449 Grounds  for  the  belief 

that  it  would  cause  no  public  inconvenience  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  at  nine 

o’clock  on  Saturdays,  2361,  2362.  2450-2454 Considerable  abuse  of  the  section  of 

the  Act  relating  to  bona  fide  travellers  ; expediency  of  increasing  the  limit  of  distance, 
to  five  or  six  miles,  2363-2370.  2455-2461.  2503. 

Suggestion  that  houses  which  should  be  entitled  to  licenses  as  hotels  should  contaiu 
at  least  four  sleeping  rooms ; contention  that  hotels  and  eating-houses  would  be  quite 

sufficient  to  accommodate  people  on  Sundays,  2367-2373.  2462-2475 Desire  of  the 

Bishop  of  Flphin  that  the  small  public-houses  in  proximity  to  the  chapels  in  the  country 
districts  should  be  discontinued,  2371-2373.  2418.  251.8. 

Returns  prepared  by  witness  of  the  number  of  public-houses  of  nil  kinds  in  the  town 

of  Sligo;  returns  also  for  those  throughout  the  county,  2376-2390 Recommendation 

by  Mr.  Moroney,  the  resident  magistrate,  that  the  Act,  as  at  present,  should  be 

permanent  but  that  there  should  be  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  2482-2484 Large 

amount  of  illicit  distilling  in  the  county  ot  Sligo ; opinion  that  illicit  distillation  has  no 
bearing  on  the  question  of  Sunday  closing*  2495-2498. 

Home  Drinking  : 

1.  Evidence  adverse  to  Total  Closing  of  Public  houses  on  Sunday  as 

aggravating  the  Evil  of  Home  Drinking. 

2.  Evidence  to  a Contrary  Purport. 

1.  Evidence  adverse  to  Total  Closing  of  Public-houses  on  Sunday  as  aggravating 

the  Evil  of  Home  Drinking  : 

Mischief  apprehended  in  the  increase  of  home  drinking  if  the  people  could  not  obtain 

drink  at  the  licensed  houses,  Harrel  480-482 Great  apprehension  on  the  part  of 

many  people  that  Sunday  closing  in  Belfast  would  lead  to  home  drinking ; belief  that 
people  would  bring  borne  whiskey  rather  than  beer  as  being  more  portable,  Davis  1958- 
1965.  2083.  2114-2116.  2171.  2208-2214.  2279-2281.  2289-2291. 

Grounds  for  believing  that  total  closing  on  Sunday  in  Sligo  increases  the  evil  of  home 
drinking  ; large  number  of  cases  of  drunkenness  which  occur  on  Sunday  mornings 
under  the  present  system,  which  proves  that  home  d rinking  has  increased,  HP  Hugh 

2538-254 k 2565.  2671-2674.  2785-2789.  2804,2805 Opinion  that  if  ihe  public- 

houses  in  large  towns  be  entirely  closed  on  Sunday  the  working  men  will  bring  home 
whiskey  and  not  beer  on  Saturday  nights,  ib.  3049-3051. 

Danger  of  increasing  home  drinking  if  the  hours  of  closing  are  further  curlailed  ; very 
small  amount  of  home  drinking  in  Waterford  at  the  present  time,  200/64089-4091. 

4096-4100.  4137 Demoralising  effect  of  home  drinking  upon  the  wives  aud  families 

of  the  working  classes ; increase  of  this  evil  if  the  hours  for  which  the  public-houses  on 
Sunday  are  open  were  further  limited,  Tynan  6520-6524.  6550-6552.  6569-6574.  6594. 
6756-6759-  6777. 

Way  in  which  much  abuse  would  probably  arise  in  connection  with  home  drinking,  as 
regards 'the  wives  and  children  of  working  men,  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  alto- 
gether on  Sunday,  and  earlier  on  Saturday,  Nannetli  784l-7fi4g.  7858.  7989-7995. 

8100-8118' Respects  in  which  home  drinking  would  be  more  objectionable  than 

drinking  in  a licensed  bouse,  Byrne  8376-8378.  8399-8405 Incentive  to  home  drink- 

ing by  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  as  well  as  by  total  closing  on  Sunday  ; great  mischief 
thereby,  Crean  8526-8533.  8618-8622. 

Apprehension  that  home  drinking  would  be  greatly  increased  in  Belfast  by  Sunday 
closing  and  earlier  Saturday  closing,  and  that  much  demoralisation  of  families  would 

result,  Couvery  9380-9382.  9394-9400.  9454-9457 Frequency  of  quarrels  in  the 

streets  of  Beliast  through  home  drinking,  this  evil  being  likely  to  increase  greatly  if  the 
public-houses  were  closed  earlier  on  Saturday,  and  entirely  on  Sunday,  ib.  9390-9401 
Special  evils  of  home  drinking,  Power  9678-9680.  9731. 

Belief  that  the  Act  of  1878  has  led  to  home  drinking  to  an  injurious  and  dangerous 
extent,  this  form  of.  diinking  being  especially  pernicious,  Ronayne  9824-9830.  9914- 

9921-  9944_9952-  9966-9998 Less  mischief  from  public-house  drinking  than  from 

borne  drinking,  ib.  9989-9998. 

2.  Evidence  to  a Contrary  Purport ; 

Doubt  as  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  having  led  to  an  increase  of  home  drinking, 

Reed  79 Argument  that  on  the  score  of  convenience  it  is  not  necessary  to  open 

public-houses  on  Sunday;  drink  for  home  consumption  can  be  had  on  Saturdays,  as  well 

255*  3 u 3 as 
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Home  Drinking — continued. 

2.  Evidence  to  a Contrary  Purport — continued. 

as  other  commodities,  Cameron  1265.  1348 Approval  of  facilities  being  given  to  the 

people  to  have  drink  in  their  own  homes  if  they  desire  it ; strong  probability  that  they 
would  not  bring  very  much  into  their  houses  if  they  hacl  to  get  it  on  Saturday  night, 

ib-  1500-1513.  161 1-1616 Admission  that  Sunday  closing  might  at  first  increase 

drunkenness  within  the  people’s  own  houses,  ib.  1642-1647. 

Grounds  for  believing  that  a curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Saturday  and  the  total 
closing  on  Sunday  would  not  lead  to  greater  drinking  in  the  houses  of  the  people,  Bull 

4032-4035;  Jennings  5624-5637.  5754"5756 -Conclusion  that  in  Limerick  total 

closing  on  Sunday  would  not  encourage  home  drinking  to  any  serious  extent,  Irwin 
5943-6945-6013-6021. 

Very  little  mischief  likely  to  arise  from  home  drinking  (through  Sunday  closing)  as 
compared  with  the  excessive  drinking  in  public  houses salutary  influence  of  the°wife 

and  children  in  the  former  case,  Whyte  8889.  8957 Exceptional  instances  of  women 

becoming  drunkards  from  home  drinking,  ib.  8946,  8947.  9040,  9041 Very  little 

effect  of  Sunday  closing  as  regards  home  drinking,  Monro  9185-9191 Great  evils 

of  public-house  drinking  as  compared  with  home  drinking,  Spiflane  10033-10037. 
10061-10063. 

Entire  absence  of  any  increase  of  home  drinking  in  the  rural  districts  in  consequence 

of  the  Act,  Healy  10160-10165 Belief  that  home  drinking  would  not  -become 

excessive  as  a direct  result  of  Sunday  closing  ; entire  dissent  from  certain  evidence  of 
Mr.  Nannetti  and  Mr.  Crean  on  this  point,  ib.  10217-10233.  10249-10252 Con- 

clusion that  home  drinking  is  not  so  bad  as  public-house  drinking ; salutary  influence  of 
the  wife  and  children  in  the  former  case,  Healy  10233-10248.  10382-10386;  Troy 
10767-10773.  10852-10855. 

Home  Rule.  Approval  of  leaving  questions  such  as  the  present  to  be  decided  by  a Home 
Rule  Parliament,  Egan  6512. 

Homes  of  the  People.  See  Dwellings  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Hotels  and  Inns.  Excellent  effect  upon  the  character  of  hotels  and  inns  in  Ireland  if  the 

licensing  law  were  assimilated  more  or  less  to  the  Scotch  law,  Reed  99-101 

INumerous  .hotels  throughout  Ireland  with  less  than  four  sleeping  rooms  for  guests ; 

amendment  desirable  on  this  score,  ib.  184-188 Contemplated  grant  of  exemption 

orders  to  restauranis  and  hotels  in  certain  cases,  this  not  being  necessary  with  reference 
to  persons  staying  in  hotels,  O’Donet  1104-1107.  1156-1165. 

Information  generally  with  regard  to  the  licensing  and  regulations  of  hotels  and  eating- 
houses  to  which  drinking-bars  are  attached  ; opinion  that  the  restaurants  would  not  be 
m the  least  affected  by  early  closing  on  Saturdays,  Davis  1925-1944.  2048,  2049.  2099. 

2117,  2118.  2149-2151.  2177,  2178.  2184-2186.  2286-2288 Suggestion  that  houses 

wdiich  should  be  entitled  10  licenses  as  hotels  should  contain  at  least  four  sleeping 
rooms;  contention  that  hotels  and  eating-houses  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  accommo- 
date people  on  Sundays,  Hickson  2367-2373.  2417.  2462-2475. 

Hours  of  Closing.  See  Act  of  1872.  Act  of  1878. 


I. 


Illicit  Distillation.  Belief  that  the  bulk  of  the  illicit  whiskey  is  mixed  with  Parliamen- 
tary whiskey  by  dishonest  publicans  and  sold  to  the  people  in  the  country  districts, 
Cameron  1674,  1675— —Large  amount  of  illicit  distilling  in  the  county  of  Sligo; 
opinion  that  illicit  distillation  has  no  bearing  on-  the  question  of  Sundav.  closing, 
Hickson  2495-2498. 


Grounds  for  the  argument  that  any  further  curtailment  of  the  liberty  of  the  public  to 
purchase  drink  on  Saturday  or  Sundays  will  inevitably  lead  to  an  increase  in  the  quan- 
tity of  spirits  illicitly  distilled  ; belief  also  that  Sunday  closing  would  diminish  the  con- 
sumption of  beer  and  inc  rease  that  of  spirits,  M‘Hugh  2624,  2625.  2856-2864 Large 

amount  of  molasses  sold  in  Sligo  for  the  purpose  of  illicit  distillation ; belief  that  the 
spirit  tnus  distilled  is  sold  in  the  lowest  public-houses  and  shebeens,  ib.  2624.  2969- 


Opinion  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Acts  have  not  tended  to  encourage  illicit  distillation 
in  the  districts  around  Cork,  O'Brien  3448-3451. 


Illicit  Sale.  Doubt  as  to  illicit  sale  having  actually  increased  since  the  Act  of  1878, 
though  there  would  be  a tendency  in  that  direction,  'Reed  70-78.  180,  181 Excep- 

tional instances  of  publicans  who  supplement  their  business  by  means  of  illicit  sales,  ib 
205.  251. 


Opinion 
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Illicit  Sale — continued. 

Opinion  that  the  shortening  of  the  hours  in  1878  had  no  material  effect  in  Dublin  as 

regards  illicit  sales,  Harrel  409.  610-612 Several  respects  in  which  the  present  law 

is  inadequate  for  enabling  the  police  to  deal  effectually  with  illicit  traffic  ; suggestions 
as  to  the  remedies  and  fuller  powers  required,  ib.  418-435.  532,  707. 

Witness  considers  that  the  law  is  strong  enough,  with  a few  exceptions,  and  that  if 
it  be  strengthened  illicit  dealing  could  be  easily  dealt  with,  Hickson  2348-2350.  2442- 
2444. 

See  also  Belfast,  7.  Clonmel.  Clubs  and  Bogus  Clubs.  Cork,  3.  Dublin,  5* 
Limerick.  Penalties.  Publicans.  Shebeens. 

Irwin,  Joseph  Burke.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  a Resident  Magistrate,  stationed 
at  Limerick  $ considerable  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the  people  possessed  by  witness, 
who  was  a constabulary  officer  for  many  years,  5908.  5949-5952. 

Strong  feeling  in  Limerick  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  of  the  various  denominations  in 
favour  of  total  closing  on  Sundays  and  earlier  closing  on  Saturdays,  5910-5913.  5933- 

5935*6982-5998 Opinion  that  the  number  of  convictions  is  not  a very  good  test 

of  the  amount  of  drunkenness;  explanation  that  the  police  may  occasionally  be  more 
vigilant  than  at  other  times,  5914-5921.  6024. 

Decided  advantage  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed  on  Sundays,  and  closed 
at  eight  o’clock  on  Saturdays;  admission,  nevertheless,  that  there  is  a considerable  pro- 
portion of  thinking  people  in  Limerick  who  would  look  upon  this  as  a hard  measure  upon 

the  lower  class,  5922-5925.  5971-5977.  6025-6030.  6052-6054 Strong  view  that  the 

bona Jide  traveller  clause  of  the  Act  is  very  seriously  abused ; expediency  of  increasing 
the  distance  of  limitation  to  seven  miles,  5927-5932.  5961-5970.  6007-  6012.  6034-6036. 
6046-6051.  6055,  6056. 

Possibility  that  the  further  curtailment  of  the  hours  of  opening  might,  in  a small 
degree,  encourage  illicit  drinking  and  shebeening;  belief,  however,  that  the  vigilance  of 

the  police  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  this  evil  in  check,  5941,  5942.  6026 Conclusion 

that  total  closing  would  not  encourage  home  drinking  to  any  serious  extent,  5943-5945. 

6013-6021 Decided  opinion  that  improvement  in  the  homes  of  the  working  classes 

would  conduce  Vo  temperance  and  better  order,  5978-5981.  6037-6041. 


J. 

Jennings,  Ignatius  R.  B.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  District  Inspector  of  Con- 
tabulary,  stationed  at  Limerick ; is  well  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the  people  generally, 
5495-5498*  5684-5694*  5850-5852. 

Opinion  that  in  Limerick  the  population  is  decreasing  slightly  at  the  present 

time,  5499,  5500.  5503 Statement  as  to  the  number  and  character  of  publicans’ 

licenses,  5501,  5502.  5504,  5505.  6774-5778 Information  respecting  the  convictions 

and  arrests  for  drunkenness  and  other  offences  connected  therewith,  since  the  year  1874; 
considerable  increase  in  drunkenness,  and  consequent  arrests  during  the  years  1886  and 
18S7;  5506-5513*  5520-5538..  5616-5619.  5641-5669.  5777,  5778.  5825-5849.  5892- 

5905 Existence  of  strikes  in  the  year  1886,  to  which  fact  the  increased  drunkenness 

in  that  year  was  largely  due,  55‘3-65i8*  57°3-57i2-  5790“68oi.  5900-5902. 

Belief  that,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  violations  of  the  licensing  laws  in  Limerick, 
shebeening  does  not  exist  to  any  serious  extent;  if  total  Sunday  closing  becomes  law, 
there  will  be  greater  temptation  to  evade  the  law  in  this  respect,  5535,5536.  5606-5610. 

5620-5623 Geneia!  opinion  of  the  employers  in  Limerick  in  favour  of  total  closing 

on  Sundays,  and  earlier  closing  on  Saturdays;  sirong  feeling  in  this  direction  on  the  part 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishop  and  the  clergy  of  all  other  denominations,  5540-5569. 

5582-5594.  5713-5739.  5802,  5803.  5858-5876 Resolutions  against  Sunday  closing 

passed  at  a meeting  of  the  congregated  trades  in  Limerick  ; explanation  that  this  meeting 
was  convened  by,  and  under  the  presidency  of,  a publican  in  the  town,  5545-5557.  5595- 
5605*  5730,  573’*  5768-5773*  5888,  5889. 

Decided  opinion  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  works  extremely  well  in  the  rural 

districts  of  Limerick,  5570.  5695-5702.  5877-5879 Strong  view  that  the  bona  Jide 

traveller  clause  of  the  Act  is  systematically  abused  ; expediency  of  increasing  the  distance 
under  that  clause  to  at  least  six  miles,  5572-5581.  5670-5683.  574°“5743*  5804-5807. 
5880-5887. 

Grounds  for  believing  that  a curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Saturday  and  total 
closing  on  Sunday  would  not  lead  to  greater  drinking  in  the  homes  of  the  people, 

5624-5637.  5754-5756 Absence  of  apprehension  that  the  closing  of  the  houses 

would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  bogus  or  drinking  clubs,  5638.  5752,  5753.  5782, 

5783* 
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Jennings,  Ignatius  R.  B.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Decided  opinion  that  the  Closing  Act  has  had  a very  good  effect  in  the  places  in 
which  it  has  been  in  force  ; belief  that  if  extended  it  would  be  an  effective  check  on  the 

drunkenness  which  at  present  exists,  5695,  .5696.  5780,  5781.  5784 Strong  necessity 

in  Limerick  for  improving  workmen’s  dwellings;  conclusion  that  improvement  in  this 

respect  would  tend  to  decrease  drunkenness  in  the  town,  5764 -5767.  5808-581 1 

Ample  time  for  the  working  people  to  do  their  marketing  on  Saturday  afternoons  in 

Limerick,  5785-5788 Suggestion  that  the  hour  for  closing  on  Saturday  should  be 

eight  o’clock,  5789. 

Considerable  difficulty  which  the  police  have  in  obtaining  evidence  that  publicans  have 
supplied  liquor  to  intoxicated  persons,  5820-5824  ——Marked  improvement  on  Sundays 

in  Ferbane  since  the  Act  came  into  operation,  5850-5854 Approval  of  permitting 

only  licensed  houses  of  a special  character  to  serve  bona  fide  travellers  on  Sundays, 
.5885-5887. 

K. 

Kilkenny  : 

Returns  prepared  by  witness  in  regard  to  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  for 
drunkenness  in  Kilkenny,  and  offences  in  connection,  since  the  year  1879;  considerable 
reduction  in  numbers  since  the  Act.  came  into  force,  Considine  6264-6269.  6370-6408 

Statement  that  the  population  of  he  town  is  over  12,000  (exclusive  of  the  outlying 

districts),  Considine  6266;  Egan  6421,  6422. 

Information  as  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  the  town  upon  the  subject  of  Sunday 
closing  ; desire  on  the  part  of  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  clergy  that  there  should  be 
total  closing  on  Sunday  and  earlier  closing  on  Saturdays,  Considine  6268-6275.  6302- 

6312.  6343-6347.  6352-6369 Belief  that  closing  the  pubiic-houses  on  Saturday 

evenings  at  nine  o’clock  would  be  generally  approved  by  the  people,  ib.  6273. 

Insignificant  amount  of  actual  shebeening  in  Kilkenny  at  the  present  time;  large 
amount,  however,  of  other  breaches  of  the  Sunday  closing,  Considine  6276.  6313-6319. 

6339-6332 Decided  opinion  that  there  would  be  no  public  inconvenience  from  closing 

the  public-houses  at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturdays,  ib.  6350,  6351. 

Total  of  116  licensed  public-houses  including  seventeen  which  close  early  on 
Saturday;  opinion  that  some  of  the  worst  of  these  might  be  dispensed  with  advanta- 
geously, Egan  6423-6427 Temperate  habits  of  the  people,  ib.  6428-6430 Infor- 

mation with  reference  to  the  number  of  convictions  for  drunkenne.-s,  and  other  offences 
in  connection  (herewith;  large  number  of  publicans  who  have  been  summoned  for 
breaches  of  the  Act,  ib.  6430-6445.  6453-6457. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  entirely  close  the  public- 
houses  on  Sundays  ; belief  that  if  opened  for  a few  hours  there  will  be  no  inducement 

to  break  the  law,  Egan  6446-6450.  6458,  6459.  6478.  6489 Decided  opinion  that 

the  hours  should  not  be  shortened  on  Saturday  nights;  if  the  houses  were  closed  any 
earlier  there  would  be  considerable  inconvenience  to  the  poorer  classes,  ib.  6479-6488. 

6498-6504 Entire  absence  of  either  shebeening  or  bogus  clubs  in  Kilkenny,  ib. 

6494,  6495 Belief  that  the  working  classes  are  not  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing, 

ib.  6495-6497- 

Number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness  on  Sundays  since  1874  in  the  county  of 

Kilkenny,  App.  481 Number  and  class  of  licenses  in  the  various  districts  of  the 

county,  together  with  the  population,  ib. 

Comparative  returns  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  Thursday  and  Saturdays,  1883  to 
1887,  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny  and  the  town  of  Callan,  App.  481 Number  of  con- 
victions against  shebeens  and  hawkers  of  spirits  for  the  years  1873-87  ; ib.  482 

Return  of  convictions  for  drunkenness,  & c.,  on  each  week  day  in  1874-87,  ib. 

Number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  on  week-days  and  Sundays,  ib.  483. 

Number  of  convictions  against  publicans  for  breaches  of  the  Act  in  1877-87,  App.  483 
Number  of  persons  convicted  of  drunkenness  from  three  to  ten  times  during  1887,  ib. 

Total  number  of  prosecutions  of  publicans  in  different  districts  in  the  county,  under 

the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  with  the  results,  during  the  last  five  years,  ib. 

L. 

League  of  the  Cross.  Large  decrease  of  drunkenness  in  Cork  and  other  towns  through  the 
action  of  the  League  of  the  Cross,  Healy  10342-J0344. 

Legislation.  Conclusion  that  prohibitive  legislation  is  not  a remedy  for  the  evil  of  Sunday 
drunkenness;  belief  that  in  Dublin  it  has  not  had  any  beneficial  action,  Tynan  6531- 

6535.  6550-6552.  6575 Approval  generally  of  increased  restrictions  in  several 

directions  on  the  sale  of  drink  in  public-houses,  witness  being  a strong  advocate  of 
temperance,  Whyte  91 18-9123.  9129-9134 

Advantage  of  temperance  legislation  being  carried. out  under  local  government,  Tower 
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Leg  1 SLA  Tl  o n — continued. 

9650.  9725,  9726 Entire  dissent  from  certain  evidence  as  to  the  evil  effects  likely  to 

arise  from  the  proposed  restrictions  on  Sunday  drinking,  Power  9666-9676.  9732-9739. 

Licenses.  Several  classes  of  licenses  in  Ireland  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  ; par- 
ticulars as  to  the  number  of  each  class  and  the  conditions  of  the  several  licenses, 

Reed  6-52 Four  classes  of  public-house  licenses,  there  being  the  seven-day  license 

and  the  six-day  license,  and  the  seven-day  and  six-day  early  closing  licenses,  ib.  6. 

11-15. 

Total  of  17,082  publicans’  licenses  in  Ireland  on  31st  March  1888,  as  compared  with 
1.6,654  in  1877  ; number  of  each  of  the  four  classes,  Reed  16-24 Number  of  pub- 

licans’ licenses  in  each  of  the  exempted  districts  (Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and 
Waterford),  ib.  31 — —Several  other  licenses,  besides  those  already  enumerated,  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Ireland,  ib.  52. 

Increase  of  licenses  since  1874  adverted  to  as  due  to  the  action  of  the  magistrates 
(except  in  Belfast);  possible  improvement  by  some  limitation  of  the  licensing  authority, 
Reed  173-179. 

Approval  of  raising  the  valuation  of  public-houses  and  all  other  classes  of  houses 
having  licenses;  opinion  that  spirit-grocers’  premises  should  be  rated  at  30  l.  or  over, 

Cameron  1531,  1532 Decided  opinion  that  a license  should  not  be  granted  to  any 

house  valued  at  less  than  12  Murphy  5046.  5269,  5270. 

Practice  of  witness  in  granting  new  licenses  to  induce  the  applicants  to  give  a quid 
pro  quo  by  suppressing  other  houses  of  a bad  character,  Falkiner  6075-6077.  6143-6151 

Suggestion  that  in  the  event  of  a second  or  third  conviction  for  breaches  of  the  Act 

the  offence  should  be  endorsed  on  the  publican’s  license,  Considine  6292-6296. 

See  also  Forfeiture  of  License.  Six-day  Licenses.  Publicans. 

Licensing  Laws.  Explanation  as  to  the  Committee  feeling  precluded  from  making  any 

specific  recommendation  on  the  question  of  reform  of  the  licensing  laws,  Rep.  iii 

Expediency  of  the  early  attention  of  Government  being  given  to  this  matter,  ib. 

Limerick  : 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  upon  the  Question  of  Total  Closing  on  Sunday,  and 

Earlier  Closing  oil  Saturday. 

2.  Drunkenness. 

3.  Shebeens  and  Hawkers  of  Spirits. 

4.  Number  of  Public-houses,  and  how  Conducted. 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  upon  the  Question  of  Total  Closing  on  Sunday,  and 

Earlier  Closing  on  Saturday  : 

General  opinion  of  the  employers  in  Limerick  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sundays, 
and  earlier  closing  on  Saturdays;  strong  feeling  in  this  direction  on  the  part  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  and  the  clergy  of  all  other  denominations,  Jennings  5540- 

5669-  5582-5594.  5713-5739.  5802,  5803.  5858-5876 Resolutions  against  Sunday 

closing  passed  at  a meeting  of  the  congregated  trades;  explanation  that  this  meeting 
was  convened  by,  and  under  the  presidency  of,  a publican  in  the  town,  ib.  5545-5557. 
5595-5605.  5730.  5768-5773.  5888,  5889. 

Strong  feeling  in  Limerick  of  the  part  of  the  clergy  of  the  various  denominations  in 
favour  of  total  closing  on  Sundays,  and  earlier  closing  on  Saturdays,  Irwin  5910-5913. 

5933_3935-  5982-5998 Decided  advantage  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed 

on  Sundays,  and  closed  at  eight  o’clock  on  Saturdays;  admission,  nevertheless,  that 
there  is  a considerable  proportion  of  thinking  people  in  Limerick  who  would  look  upon 
this  as  a harsh  measure  upon  the  lower  class,  ib.  5922-5925.  597 1-5977.  6025-6030.  6052- 
6054. 

Result  of  witness’  experience  that  he  considers  fhere  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  any 
change  in  the  law  as  regards  the  hours  for  which  public-houses  are  open  on  Sunday, 

O'Keeffe  8191,  et  seq.- Views  of  the  clergy,  the  corporation,  working  classes,  and 

several  members  of  the  police,  adverse  to  total  closing  on  Sunday ; exception  taken  to 
the  views  of  Mr.  Irwin  and  Mr.  Jennings  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  ib.  8194,  8195. 
8202-8214.  8222-8229. 

Opposition  by  the  corporation  and  the  trades  to  earlier  closing  on  Saturday;  state- 
ment heron  as  to  the  small  amount  of  drunkenness  on  Saturday  night,  Limerick  being 

one  of  the  soberest  cities  in  Ireland,  O'Keeffe  8215-8220.  8230.  8269 Statement  on 

the  question  of  the  publicans  largely  influencing  the  election  of  members  of  the  cor- 
poration, the  latter  body  having  passed  a resolution  against  Sunday  closing,  ib.  8276- 

255.  3 X 8289. 
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Limerick — continued. 

1.  State  of  Public  Opinion  upon  tie  Question  of  Total  Closing,  fyc. — continued. 

8289.  8294-8324 Belief  that  the  Reverend  Dr.  O’Dwyer  is  in  favour  of  Sunday 

closing;  doubt  as  to  the  views  of  Dr.  Gray,  O'Keeffe  8290-8293. 

Dissent  from  Mr.  Spillane’s  statement  that  public  opinion  in  Liineiick  is  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  ; belief  also  that  the  Bishop  does  not  represent  the  local  opinion  on  the 
subject,  Dawson  10474.  10676,  10677. 

Witness,  who  is  a magistrate  for  the  county,  and  for  the  borough  of  Limerick,  and  was 
the  mayor  of  the  city  in  1870,  and  high  sheriff  in  1872,  is  in  favour  of  the  entire  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sunday,  and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  Spi/lane  10006-10013. 

10107-10113 Very  general  feeling  of  employers  of  labour  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing, 

and  of  earlier  Saturday  closing,  ib.  10018-10022.  10114— 10119 — 7 — Almost  universal 
opinion  of  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Limerick  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing,  ib.  10028-10032. 

Information  respecting  a very  crowded  public  meeting  at  which  a resolution  was 
passed  by  a great  majority  in  favour  of  entire  Sunday  closing  throughout  Ireland, 

Spillane  10039-10051 Statement  as' the  corporation  and  the  associated  trades  having 

passed  resolutions  against  the  proposed  Bill;  conclusion,  however,  that  the  public 
opinion  of  the  place  is  by  a large  majority  in  favour  of  the  Bills,  ib.  10064-10076. 
10090-10094.  10107-10421. 

2.  Drunkenness:] 

Information  respecting  the  convictions  and  arrests  for  drunkenness  and  other  offences 
connected  therewith  since  the  year  1874;  considerable  increase  in  drunkenness,  and  con- 
sequent arrests  during  the  year  1886  and  1887,  Jennings  5506-55l3•  5520_553^_5538. 

5616-5619.  5641-5669.5777,  5778.  5825-5849.  5892-5905 Existence  of  strikes  in 

the  year  1886,  to  which  fact  the  increased  drunkenness  in  that  year  was  largely  due, 

ib.  5513-5518.  5703-5712.  5790-5801.  5900-5902 Very  few  charges  of  drunkenness 

on  Sunday,  O’Keeffe  8191-8193.  8221.  8270. 

Statistics  respecting  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness,  fee.,  on  Sundays.,  and  on 
other  days  in  each  year  since  1784;  App.  4.78,  479. 

Number  of  persons  entering  four  public-houses  on  Sundays,  and  on  certain  other 
days,  ib.  479. 

3.  Shebeens  and  Hawkers  of  Spirits  : 

Belief  that  notwithstanding  the  frequent  violations  of  the  licensing  laws  in  Limerick, 
shebeening  does  not  exist  to  any  serious  extent ; if  total  Sunday  closing  becomes  law  there 
will  be  greater  temptation  to  evade  the  law  in  this  respect,  Jennings  5535>  553®.  5606- 

5610.  5620-5623 Opinion  that  there  is  very  little  shebeening  at  present,  but  that 

this  evil  would  be  much  increased  by  total  closing  on  Sunday,  O'  Keefe  8197-8201. 

8222.  8272,  8273 Very  small  amount  of  shebeening,  whilst  this  evil  can  always  be 

kept  down  by  the  authorities,  Spillane  10015-10017. 

Number  of  convictions  against  shebeens  and  havvkeis  of  spirits  in  1873—87  f°r  illegal 
sale,  App.  480 

4.  Number  of  Public-houses,  and  low  Conducted; 

Statement  that  in  Limetick  the  public-house  business  is  fairly  well  conducted,  Cameron 

1457,  1458 Information  as  to  the  number  and  character  of  publicans’  houses,  the 

population  being  slightly  on  the  decrease,  Jennings  5501,  5502.  5504,  5505.  5774“ 
5776. 

Number  of  public-houses  for  which  licences  of  different  kinds  were  held  on  1st  March 

1888;  total  of  315;  App.  453 Number  of  public-houses  at  each  valuation  from  5 l, 

and  under  to  40  l.  and  over,  ib.  478. 

Number  of  convictions  and  of  dismissals  in  1883-87  for  sales  at  prohibited  hours  on 
Sunday,  App. 4 8’0 

See  also  Total  Closing.  Travellers. 

Lodgers.  Considerable  number  of  lodgers  and  others  who  dine  at  restaurants  and  similar 
places  on  Sunday,  who  would  be  in  inconvenienced  if  the  public-houses  in  Dublin  were 
entirely  closed  on  that  day,  Harrel  468-470.  734-736.  75|_762.  878.  886. 

Londonderry : 

Statement  as  to  complaints  of  inconvenience  not  having  arisen  in  Londonderry  through 
entire  closing  on  Sunday,  j Reed  266-271. 

Reference  to  the  population  of  Londonderry  as  an  increasing  one  in  consequence  of 
the  opening  of  a ship- building  yard,  Foley  4354-4356. Details  respecting  the  cha- 

racter 
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LONDONDER  R y—  continued. 

traeter  of  the  public-houses  and  the  licenses  held  by  them,  Foley  4357_43^2-  4430_4434 
45i3-45>6.  4540-455i  • 4^43- 

Information  as  to  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness,  and  other  offences  combined 
therewith,  for  each  year  since  187]  ; returns  also  of  the  number  of  prosecutions  for 
keeping  shebeens  in  the  town  and  for  hawking  spirits,  Foley  4363-4372.  4382-4387. 
4438-4441.4444-4450.  4527-4544-  4563-4573.  4595,  4596.  4606-4608.  4628.  4626. 

4681-4637.  4644,  4645.  4651-4675.  4692-4713 Entire  absence  of  bogus  clubs,  Foley 

4377-  4623,  4624,  4630;  Sir  W.  Miller  4891 Opinion  that  excessive  chinking  does 

not  prevail  extensively,  Foley  4378-4380. 

Argument  that  public  feeling  in  Londonderry  is  generally  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing; 
explanation  that  public  meetings  have  not  been  held  in  the  city  to  discuss  the  subject, 
Foley  4388-4391.  4400-4406.  4409-4427.  4462-4475.  4509-4512.  4582-4594.  4609- 

4611-4628.4677-4679.4685 Desire  on  the  part  of  the  Catholic  clergy  that  there 

should  be  entire  Sunday  closing  and  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  night;  opinion  of  the 
Catholic  Bishop  that  there  are  two  many  public-houses  in  the  town,  ib.  4389-4391. 4400- 

4406.  4462,4471. 4517-4422.  4680 Great  majority  of  the  working  classes  in  favour  of 

Sunday  closing  and  the  continuance  of  the  Act ; entire  absence  of  feeling  among  these 
people  that  the  Act  is  a restraint  upon  their  liberty,  ib.  4414-4416.  4509-4512.  4582- 
4590.4611. 

Statement  that  the  police  force  is  not  sufficiently  strong  in  consequence  of  the  large 

number  of  public-houses,  Foley  4545-454§ Opinion  that  no  inconvenience  would 

arise  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  at  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday  nights,  ib.  4681 

Facility  with  which  the  publicans  obtain  certificates  of  low  character  from  ihe  magistrates 
with  the  object  of  obtaining  licenses,  ib.  4682-4684.  4690,  4691. 

Distinct  opinion  that  since  the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  there  has  been  very 
much  less  drinking  than  there  was  formerly ; considerable  social  and  mural  improvement 
in  the  town  since  the  year  1878;  Sir  W.  Miller  4716-4720.  4729-4734.  4779-4785. 

4788-4790.  4828,  4829.  4873-4882.  4842,  4843-  4845-4847 General  approval  of 

the  Sunday  Closing  Act  by  the  people;  entire  absence  of  meetings  oi  the  people  or  other 
parties  against  the  Act  since  the  year  1878 ,ib.  4721-4728.  474°'4743-  47.75,  477*>- 

4837-4839 Opinion  of  the  clergy  of  the  different  denominations  entirely  favourable 

to  the  continuance  of  the  Act,  ib.  4726.  4777,  4778-  4792-4806. 

Statement  that  the  corporation  have  not  collectively  expressed  any  opinion  upon  the 

question  at  issue,  Sir  W.  A/z7Zer  479 » • 4807-48 1 1 . 4890 Belief  that  shebeen.ng  is  not 

carried  on  in  the  city,  ib.  4892. 

Returns  containing  various  statistics  respecting  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness, 
&c.,  on  Sunday,  on  Saturday,  and  on  other  week-days,  in  each  year  since  1871;  App. 
469,  470. 

Number  of  convictions  against  shebeens  and  hawkers  of  spirits  in  each  of  the  years, 

1873-87  \APP-  469- 


Maccabe,  Cardinal.  Statement  as  to  Cardinal  Maccabehaving  changed  his  views  on  the 
question  of  Sunday  closing,  though  he  was  always  in  [avoar  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday, 
Tynan  6646.  6(164-6670.  6743-6746. 

M‘Hnah,  Patrick  A.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Is  Mayor  of  Sligo,  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  “ Sligo  Champion,”  the  principal  county  newspaper  ; is  well  acquainted 
with  the  requirements  and  opinions  of  the  people  of  Sligo  on  the  question  of  Sunday 

Tlosino-  2*10-2516 Entire  absence  of  direct  or  indirect  interest  in  the  spirit  trade 

on  the  part  of  witness;  his  knowledge  on  the  subject  has  been  mainly  acquired  m his 
capacity  of  press-man,,  051 1,  2512.  1643-0545-  0656-0660.  2978-0980. 

Decided  opinion  that  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  in  Sligo  leads 

to  increased  drunkenness;  expediency  of  opening  them  on  that  day  between  the  hours 

of  two  and  five  o’clock,  2517,  0518.  2530.  2541.  2964,  2965.  3013  3016.3037,3038 

, Grounds  for  objecting  to  closing  public-houses  on  Saturday  night  eailiei  than 

eleven  o’clock;  lar-»e  amount  of  business  transacted  in  Sligo  on  Saturday  nights 

' behveen  nine  and  eleven,  2519,  ««».  2565-4567-  2705-2712.  2741-2747-.  2958-2963 

General  indifference  of  the  better  class  of  people  in  Sligo  in  regard  to  tins  question  , 

belief  that  it  would  not  be  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the  majority  that  the  public- 
’ houses  on  Sunday  should  be  opened  from  two  nil  five,  2521-2524.  2654,  2655- 

Large  amount  of  illicit  spirit  trade  in  Sligo  on  Sundays;  belief  that  there  is  at  the  present 
s time  af  much  di-ink  sold  on  Sundays  as  there  would  De  if  all  the  public-houses  in  the. 

town  wSe  open,  2525-2530-  2550.  2575-2579-  '266.-2668.  2695-2701.;  2731-2740. 

- 2765-2768.  2779. 2831-2844 Strong  opinion  that  the  opening  of  the  pnblic-housra  for 

255.  3 * 1 “ C°UP  ° 
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M‘ Hugh,  Patrick  A.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

couple  of  hours  on  Sunday  would  lead  to  the  total  extinction  of  the  present  illicit  traffic 
2530. 

Consideration  of  the  probable  effect  of  the  closing;  of  public-house  in  increasing  the 
duties  of  1 he  police  ; general  inefficiency  of  the  police  at  the  present  time  in  regard  to 
carrying  out  the  existing  laws  against  illicit  trading,  2531-2537.  2669,  2670.  2748- 

2750.  2790-2793.  2850-2855,  2883,  2884.  2976-2977 Strong  grounds  for  believing 

that  total  closing  on  Sundays  increases  the  evil  of  home-drinking ; large  number  of 
cases  of  drunkenness  which  occur  on  Sunday  mornings  under  the  present  system,  which 
proves  that  home-drinking  has  increased,  2538-2541.  2565.  2671-2674.  2785-2789. 
2804,  2805. 

Statement  that  the  total  closing  in  Sligo  has  already  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
drunkenness  in  the  town  ; astonishment  experienced  by  witness  at  the  large  number  of 
cases  of  drunkenness  on  Sunday  brought  before  the  petty  sessions,  notwithstanding  that 
the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed,  2542-2545.  2811-2822.  2826-2830.  2912-2928. 
3001-3006 Contention  that  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses  is  an  intolerable  inter- 

ference with  the  rights  of  the  working-man;  grounds  for  this  opinion,  2546-2549. 
2652,  2653.  2790-2782.  2905-2911.  2938,  2939.  2987-2989. 

Cases  in  which  hardship  has  arisen  from  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday, 
at  Collooney  (where  foot-ball  matches  are  held)  it  is  impossible  to  get  refreshments,  as 
the  licenses  are  all  six-day  licenses  in  that  village,  2551  -2557.  2637,  2638.  2644-2646. 

2721-2726.  2885-2888.  2948-2957 Instance  of  police  aggression  at  Collooney, 

Avlien  it  was  desired  to  give  annoyance  to  a publican  who  was  a prominent  Nationalist, 
2558-2564.  2769.  2770. 

Statement  that  the  cpmion  of  the  Sligo  working-men  is  in  favour  of  opening  the 
public-houses  on  Sunday;  explanation  that  this  opinion  was  obtained  by  witness  from 
about  ten  representative  working-men,  2568.  2580,  2581.  2626-2631.  2654,  2655.  2678- 

2694.  3039-3048.  3060,  3061 Argument  that  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  drink  is  a 

direct  incentive  to  its  purchase  ; strong  feeling  of  witness  that  it  should  be  by  advice 
and  by  example  rather  than  by  coercion  that  the  temperance  cause  should  be  promoted, 
2569-2572.  2823-2825.  3031-3036. 

Opinion  that  the  fines  upon  shebeens  or  upon  licensed  bouses  that  illicitly  sell  drink 
on  Sundays  should  be  increased  ; expediency  of  breaking  the  license  of  any  publican 

who  persisted  in  illicit  trade,  2573,  2574.  2806,  2807 -Statement  that  the  opinion  of 

the  Bishop  of  Elphin  is  that  public-houses  should  be  open  fora  short  time  on  Sundays, 

2582-2587.  2593.  2783.  2875-2882.  2992-3000.  3°57-3°59 Further  opinion  in 

favour  of  opening  on  Sundays  expressed  by  Mr.  Moloney,  the  resident  magistrate, 
2588-2597.  2784. 

Several  points  on  which  witness  disagress  with  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Hickson, 

2598-2614.  2632-2636 Inexpediency  of  extending  the  distance  for  the  bond  fide 

traveller  limit  to  six  or  seven  miles,  2615-2621.  2651. 

Grounds  for  the  argument  that  any  further  curtailment  of  the  liberty  of  the  public  to 
purchase  drink  on  Saturdays  or  Sundays  will  inevitably  lead  to  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  spirits  illicitly  distilled  ; belief  also  that  Sunday  closing  would  diminish  the 

consumption  of  beer,  and  increase  that  of  spirits,  2624,  2625.  2856-2864 Large 

amount  of  molasses  sold  in  Sligo  for  the  purpose  of  illicit  distillation;  belief  that  the 
spirit  thus  distilled  is  sold  in  the  lowest  public-houses  and  shebeens,  2624.  2929- 
2975- 

Liberty  of  the  employes  in  public-houses  not  interfered  with  by  partial  opening  on 

Sundays,  2647-2650 Entire  absence  of  public  expression  of  opinion  on  this  subject 

on  one  side  or  the  other  in  Sligo,  2713-2720.  2760-2762.  2772-2778.  2865-2874. 

2932-2934.  2940-2943.  3007-3012 Instances  known  to  witness  of  the  police  violating 

the  law  themselves  by  drinking  in  public-houses  during  prohibited  hours,  2734.  2845- 
2849.2929-2931. 

Belief  that  bogus  clubs  do  not  exist  in  Sligo,.  2794-2798 Conclusion  that  a 

police  offic  ial,  from  the  nature  of  his  position,  cannot  form  a correct  estimate  of  public 

opinion,  2946,  2947.  3000 Belief  that  the  majority  of  the  Sligo  corporation  is  in 

favour  of  opening  the  houses  on  Sundays,  2ggo,  2991. 

Information  respecting  the  clubs,  legitimate  or  otherwise,  in  Sligo  ; contention  that  it 
is  most  unfair  that  these  places  are  permitted  to  be  open  while  the  public-houses  are 
closed,  3017-3036 — - — Opinion  that  if  the  public-houses  in  towns  be  entirely  closed  the 
working-men  will  bring  home  whiskey,  and  not  beer,  on  Saturday  nights,  3049-3051 
— —Considerable  improvements  which  have  been  lately  effected  in  Sligo  in  regard  to 
artizans’  dwellings,  3052-3056. 

Maloney,  Mr . Recommendation  by  Mr.  Maloney,  resident  magistrate  at  Sligo,  that  the 
Act  as  it  is  at  present  should  be  permanent,  and  that  there  should  be  earlier  closing  on 

Saturday,  Hickson  2482-2484 Explanation  that  Mr.  Maloney  is  in  favour  of  the 

public-houses  being  open  on  Sunday,  McHugh  2588-2597.  2784. 

Mechanics' 
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Mechanics’  Institutes.  Statement  to  the  effect  that  in  the  Mechanics’  Institute  in  Clonmel 
no  liquor  is  allowed  10  be  sold  ; difficulty  apprehended  if  there  were  total  closing  on 
Sunday,  Murphy  5140-5144.  5337.  5346.  5399-5408. 

Medicinal  Purposes.  Advantage  in  the  licensed  houses  in  Dublin  being  open  on  Sunday, 

as  alcoholic  drinks  are  sometimes  promptly  required,  medicinally,  Byrne  8383-8387 

Expediency  of  medical  advice  before  alcohol  is  procured  on  Sunday  or  other  days  for 
medicinal  purposes,  Whyte  9089-9092. 

Miller , Sir  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  Mayor  of  Londonderry,  and  a 
medical  man;  has  lived  in  that  city  all  his  life,  4714,  4715.  4730.  4841, 

Distinct  opinion  that,  since  the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  there  has  been  very 
much  less  drinking  than  there  was  formerly;  considerable  social  and  moral  improvement 
in  the  town  since  t.he  year  1878;  4716-4720.  4729-4734.  4779-4785.4788-4790.  4818- 

4829.  4873-4882.  4842,  4843.  4845-4847 General  approval  of  the  Sunday  Closing 

Act  by  the  people  of  Derry:  entire  absence  of  meetings  of  the  people  or  other  protests 
against  the  Act  since  the  year  1878;  4721-4728.  4740-4743.  4775,4776.4837-4839 
Opinion  of  the  clergy  of  the  different  denominations  entirely  favourable  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Act,  4726.  4777,  4778.  4792-4806. 

Evidence  as  to  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  radius  under  the  bona-fide  traveller 
clause  of  the  Bill ; decided  approval  of  extending  the  distance  from  three  to  five  or  seven 
miles,  4736-4739.  4744-4771.  4830-4836.  4840.  4848-4854.  4883-48S9— — Statement 
that  the  Corporation  of  Derry  have  not  collectively  expressed  any  opinion  upon  the 

question  at  issue,  4791.  4807-481 1.  4890 Expediency  of  dealing  lightly  with  first 

offences  for  selling  drink  on  Sundays;  opinion  that  if  people  are  found  drinking  on  the 

premises  severer  punishment  should  be  inflicted,  4858-4870 Entire  absence  of  bogus 

clubs  in  Derry,  4891 Belief  that  shebeening  Is  not  carried  on  in  the  city,  4892. 

Mockler,  Rev. . Belief  that  Father  Mockler  of  Waterford,  the  present  head  of  the 

Temperance  Association,  is  quite  as  much  in  favour  as  witness  is  of  Sunday  closing  and 
of  earlier  Saturday  closing.  Power  9653-9665. 

Monro , Samuel.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — "Witness  is  President  of  the  Belfast 
Trades  Council,  which  represents  twenty-eight  of  the  principal  trades  of  the  town,  com- 
prising some  5.000  artizans,  9143-9146. 

Statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Trades  Council  are  precluded  from  interfering  in 
political  matters,  and  have  not  passed  any  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing, 
but  that  the  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  are  in  favour  of  the  total 

closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday  and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  9147-9159 

Opinion  that  the  majority  of  the  working  classes  would  approve  of  entire  closing  on 
Sunday  and  of  earlier  Saturday  closing ; large  body,  however,  in  favour  of  at  first 
curtailing  the  hours  on  Sunday,  9160-9167.  9228,  9229. 

Advocacy  of  closing  on  Saturday  at  nine  o’clock;  great  benefit  anticipated,  without 

inconvenience  on  the  score  of  marketing,  9168-9173 More  excessive  drinking  on 

Saturday  night  than  on  any  other  night;  great  waste  of  wages  thereby,  9173.  9199-9201 

Explanation  that  witness  has  no  connection  with  any  temperance  association,  and 

that  he  appears  before  the  Committee  as  a representative  of  the  working  men,  9174- 
9173. 

Belief  that  the  evil  of  shebeening  could  be  effectually  dealt  with  by  the  police  under  a 

system  of  Sunday  closing,  9179-9184.  9254-9263 Very  little  effect  of  Sunday 

closingas  regardshome  drinking,  9185-9191 Part  taken  by  theTrades Council  towards 

bringing  about  a reduction  in  the  hours  of  labour  of  working  men;  expediency  of  reduc- 
tion also  in  the  case  of  public-house  assistants,  9192-9198.  9230-9253.  9324-9331. 

Meeting  called  by  the  publicans  of  Belfast  to  protest  against  the  Sunday  Closing 

Bill,  9202-9204 Information  respecting  public  meetings  at  which  resolutions  have 

been  passed  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing : large  attendance  of  working  men  on  these 

occasions,  9205-9224.  9299-9315.  933‘2-934°-  9344>  9345 Resolutions  to  the  same 

effect  passed  at  Easter  vestries  and  by  the  Belfast  Presbytery  and  other  public  bodies, 
9224-9227.  9341. 

Examination  with  further  reference  *to  the  Trades  Council  not  having  passed,  nor 
been  asked  by  witness  to  pass,  any  resolution  on  the  question  at  issue ; belief)  however, 
that  the  trades  of  Belfast  are  by  a majority  of  their  members  in  favour  of  Sunday 

closing,  9264-9298.  9346-9371 Explanation  that  witness  has  not  been  delegated  by 

the  Trades  Council  to  represent  that  body  before  the  Committee,  9286-9289. 

Circumstances  under  which  the  Council  passed  a resolution  condemnatory  of  a state- 
ment  by  Inspector  Cameron,  that  half  the  working  men  were  under  the  influence  of 

drink  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  9293-9295 Importance  attached  to  the  absence  of 

any  meetings  (save  of  the  publicans)  adverse  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Bill,  9357,  9358. 

Murphy , Edward.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  Mayor  of  Clonmel,  and  a large 
employer  of  labour  in  that  city ; holds  a publican’s  license  for  a house  from  which  he 

255.  3x3  receives 
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Murphy,  Edward.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

' receives  no  profit,  5032-5036.  5063-5067.  5078.  5184-5189.  5262,  5263.  5347,  ,5348. 
5379-  5462,  5463- 

Decided  opinion  that  the  result  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  Clonmel  has  not  been 
to  diminish  Sunday  drunkenness;  grounds  upon  which  this  conclusion  has  been  formed, 

5037-o°42,  5°7 1 ~5°77-  55°i-  525°>  525* -Considerable  increase  in 

shqbeening  since  the  Act  has  been  in  operation  ; this  information  has  been  given  to 
witness  both  by  the  priests  and  by  the  police,  5039-5042.  5087.  5190-5193.  5250,  *25.1. 
5265.  5274-5278.  5328-5332.  5349-5357.  5466-5469. 

Suggestions  as  to  the  best  means  for  diminishing  the  evils  of  drunkenness;  strong 
view  that  legislation  should  provide  heavier  penalties  for  Sunday  drunkenness  and  other 
breaches  of  the  licensing  laws,  5043-5.051.  5115-5117.  5224-5227.  5269.5289-5297. 

5302'53°6.  5383  -5393 Decided  opinion  that  a license  should  nut  be  granted  to  any 

house  valued  at  less  than  12  l. ; 5046.  5269,  5270. 

Entire  absence  of  any  expression  of  opinion  in  Clonmel  by  public  meeting  or  other 
means  in  regard  to  this  question;  explanation  that  witness  has  elicited  their  wishes  by 
personal  conversation  with  the  people,  5052,  5053.  5060,  5061.  5230-5246.  5252,  5253. 

.5424-5434 Resolution  passed  by  the  corporation  against  the  continuance  of  the  Act; 

admission  that  one-fourth  of  the  existing  corporation  is  interested  in  the  liquor  trade, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  5053-5061.  5085,  5086.  5170-5177.  5199-5203.  5229.  5315- 
. 53! 9- 5394-5397- 5459-5461. 

Reiteration  of  evidence  as  to  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Clonmel  that  the 
public-houses  should  be  open  for  at  least  a short  time  on  Sundays;  inquiries  made  by 
. witness  only  from  those  persons  who  were  in  no  way  interested  in  the  trade,  5068-5070. 

■5095-5 >03- 5'47,  5M8.5204-5213.  5228.  5254-5259.  5435,  5436 Opinion  of  the 

Catholic  clergy  in  Clonmel  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  open  the  licensed  houses  for  a 
retain  number  of  hours  on  Sunday,  5079.  63  i°-53i  4- 5358-6371  — — Conclusion  that  open- 
ing the  houses  on  Sunday  fora  certain  time  would  tend  to  the  closing  of  those  places  where 
illicit  traffic  is  carried  on  ; belief  that  such  a course  would  lead  to  the  elevation  of  the 
character  of  the  public-houses  generally,  5080-5  -84.  5100.5144-5146.  5264,5265.5298- 
. 530 1.5446-5451.  5485- 

Complaint  as  to  the  neglect  of  the  police  in  regard  to  offences  under  the  licensing  laws  • 
expediency  of  adopting  ihe  detective  system  in  regard  to  illicit  trading,  5088-5094. 

5137-  5269-  529.c Explanation  that  the  police  lake  no  notice  of  drunken  people 

except  they  are  riotous  in  the  streets,  5094. 

Grounds  (or  considering  that  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  nights  would  lead  to  great 
abuses;  belief  that  the  people  regard  these  restrictions  as  a species  of  coercion,  5101. 
5104-5121.5149-5158.  5169.  5178-5183.  5214-5223.  5271-5273.  5381,  5382.  5409- 

5423-  5445-5457-  5470-5476- Conclusion  that  if  the  houses  were  closed  earlier  on 

Saturdays  it  would  lead  10  people  taking  large  quantities  of  drink  to  their  homes, 
5107.  5161-5169.  5380-5382.  5471-5476. 

Inexpediency  of  increasing  the  limit  of  distance  under  the  Sewage  traveller  clause 
of  the  Act;  decided  hardship  if  people  were  deprived  of  refreshment  after  walking  three 

or  four  miles,  5122-5136.  5260,  5261.  5477~5483 Opinion  that  drunkenness  is 

decidedly  decreasing  in  Clonmel  at  the  present  time;  explanation  that  mechanics’ in- 
stitutes, and  other  places  of  the  kind,  are  improving  the  people  very  much  in  this  respect, 

5«3»"5'43.  5i59-5i6i.  5i93-5i97- 5247'5249-  5279-628« Statement  to  the  effect 

that  in  the  Mechanics’  Institute  no  liquor  is  allowed  to  be  sold,  5140-5144.  5337-5346. 
5399-5408. 

Opinion  that  the  decrease  in  ihe  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  is  to  be  entirely 
attributed  to  the  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the  habits  of  the  people,  5437- 

5445 Strong  view  that  it  \vould  be  unjustifiable  to  introduce  a clause  to  prevent 

publicans  receiving  guests  during  prohibited  hours,  5486-5494. 

N. 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Witness,  who  is  a printer,  is  President 
of  the  Dublin  United  Trades  Council  and  Labour  League;  he  is  one  of  three  delegates 
appointed  to  represent  the  trades  affiliated  to  the  Council,  7717-7720.  7744-7751.  7805- 
7820. 

Total,  of  thirty-six  or  ihirty-eight  trades  affiliated  to  the  Dublin  Trades  Council,  compris- 
ing some  5,000  members  ; particulars  hereon,  witness  submitting  that  these  are  representa- 
tive of  the  working  classes  generally  of  Dublin,  7720-7741.7883-7891.  7924-7927.  8009- 

8029.  8042-8046.  8164-8166 Unanimous  resolution  passed  by  the  Council  strongly 

adverse  to  the  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday,  as  tending  to  demoralise  the  people 
and  to.  promote  shebeening ; examination  in  detail  in  support  of  this  resolution,  7742 
et  seq. 

Hardship 
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Nannetti,  Joseph  P.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Hardship  upon  the  working  classes  if  debarred  from  obtaining  rational  refreshment  at 
public-houses  on  Sunday,  whilst  the  prohibition  would  assuredly  aggravate  the  evil  not 
only  of  shebeening  but  of  home  drinking,  7752-7,757-  7766'7772-  7827  et  — 
Information  respecting  a meeting  at  the  Rotunda  on  the  16th  March  last,  at  which  the 
working  men  of  Dublin  were  fully  represented,  when  a resolution  was  passed  against 
the  extension  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act.  to  the  five  exempted  cities,  7760-7783.  8034- 

8041 Deprecation  of  Sunday  closing  as  an  interference  with  the  rights  and  privileges 

of  working  men  who  use  the  public-houses  in  moderation,  7766,  7767.  78357840.  7903 

. 7g04 -View  of  the  working  classes  that  the  agitaiion  in  question  is  a Sabbatarian  one, 

7774.  8004,  8005. 

Stiong  opposition  of  the  traders  of  Dublin  to  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  evening,  as 
tending  to  cause  an  increase  of  illicit  drinking  and  of  home  drinking,  whilst  it  would  be 
very  inconvenient  to  the  wives  of  working  men  as  regards  the  purchase  of  groceries  at 
licensed  houses;  evidence  of  witness  to  the  same  effect,  7784-7826.  7862-7066.  7934- 

7044.  8030-8033.  8110-8123 Appiehended  large  increase  of  bogus  clubs  as  a result 

■ of  Sunday  01031115,  7831-7834.  7850.  78.59-7861.  806678071 -Way  111  which  much 

abu-e  would  probably  arise  in  connection  with  home  drinking,  as  regards  the  wives  and 
children  of  working  men,  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  altogether  on  Sunday  and 
earlier  on  Saturday,  7841-7849.  7858.  7989-7995-  8100-8118. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  in  Glasgow  and  other  large  towns  illicit  drinking  has 
much  increased  as  a consequence  of  Sunday  closing.  785  1-7854  Increased  cost  ol 
bottled  beer  for  home  drinking  on  Sunday  as  compared  with  draught  beer,  the  latter, 

moreover,  being  fresh,  7864.  7946-7951 Repudiation  of  the  charge  that  Dublin  is  a 

drunken  city,  and  that  this  is  proved  by  the  number  of  arrests ; moderate  amount  ot 
drunkenness  as  compared  with  large  towns  in  England,  7867-7882.  8 1 24—8 134-  147- 

8155 Large  number  of  working  men  in  Dublin,  as  compared  with  the  proportion 

directly  connected  with  the  Trades  Council,  7883~7891-  8009-8025.  8164-8166. 

Exception  taken  to  the  views  of  the  clergy  as  to  the  advantages  of  Sunday  closing, 

78q2 Conclusion  that  any  advantages  would  be  far  outweighed  by  the  increase  ot 

shebeening  and  of  immorality,  7892-7899.  7907-7909.  7952-7957-  8085-8099- — Belief 
that  since  the  Act  of  1878  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  ; 
other  causes  besides  the  Act  to  which  owing,  7900-7902.  7914,  7915  —Large  number 
of  arrests  in  1887;  expediency  of  the  number  being  reduced  through  the  action  of  the 
clergy  rather  than  by  prohibitory  legislation,  7905-7917.  8181,  '8182. 

Opinion  that  the  Sunday  closing  movement  should  be  sanctioned  in  England  before  it 

is  enforced  in  Ireland,  7909-7912.  8006-8008 Unreliable  character  of  the  canvass 

taken  in  Dublin  by  the  Sunday  Closing  Association,  70 1 8,  7919  Great  hardship 
upon  I he  working  classes  of  Dublin  if  the  distance  test  were  extended  in  the  case  of 
bona  fide  travellers,  7920-7923.  7978  *-7983. 

Expediency  of  a curtailment  of  the  hours  of  labour  of  the  working  classes  and  others, 
but  not  of  publicans’  assistants  or  grocers’  assistants,  as  by  total  closing  on  Sunday  and 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday;  denial  that  the  latter  class  complain  as  to  their  hours,  7928- 

7933-  7958-7968.  7996-8003.  8047-8065.  8156-8163.  8166-8176 Dissent  from  the 

view  thai  the  wives  of  working  men  object  generally  to  the  facilities  now  effered  by  the 
licensed  houses  to  indulgence  in  drink;  greater  objection  on  their  part  to  shebeens  and 
bogus  clubs,  7969-7977. 

Approval  of  the  licensed  houses  being  opened  earlie  r than  at  present  on  Sunday  as  a 
check  upon  bogus  clubs  and  upon  shebeening,  8072-8081 Benefit  through  the  sup- 

pression of  many  beerhouses  in  Dublin,  owing  possibly  to  ihe  action  of  Sabbatarians, 

8082-8084 Belief  that  hoys  and  girls  are  not  served  by  any  respectable  publicans 

with  large  quantities  of  drink,  8099.  8177—8180. 

Probability  that  the  proportion  of  drunkenness  on  Saturday  evening  is  exesssive, 
though  witness  is  adverse  to  any  curtailment  of  the  hours,  8 1 35 -81 42  His  instruc- 

tions'fiom  the  Trades  Council  are  to  oppose  any  alteration  of  the  existing  law,  8144- 
8146. 

Number  of  Public  Houses.  Return  showing  the  number  of  public-houses  for  which  licenses 
of  different  kinds  were  held  on  1st  March  1888  in  the  whole  of  Ireland;  also  in  Dublin, 
Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  App.  453- 


O. 

O'Brien,  Alderman  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Is  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Cork; 
is  well  conversant -with  the  requirements  of  all  classes  in  the  city  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Sunday  closing,  3128-3132. 

Is  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  extend  to  the  city  of  Cork  the  Act  as 
it  applies  to  the  county  districts  ; grounds  for  this  view,  3133-3M1- 31493154-  3lf53~ 

255.  3X4  3165. 
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O'Brien,  Alderman  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

3165.  321 8-3221.  3312-3325-  3335-3352.  3362-3368.  3331-3387.  340y-34U.  3420- 
3431.  3441-3452.  3462-3473-  3479-3484.  4494-  350753508.3535-3537.  3550-3552. 

Examination  as  to  the  general  duties  of  the  police  in  regard  to  this  question  ; witness 
submits  that  the  police  have  not  been  successful  in  putting  down  illicit  trading  to  the 
extent  that  they  might  have  done,  3142-3148.  3163-3167.  3335-  3368-3380.  3453-3458. 

3479-3481 Objection  to  extending  the  Iona  fide  traveller  limit  to  six  or  seven  miles  • 

instances,  known  to  witness,  where  a drunkard  can  get  drunk  in  the  country  as  finely 
as^f  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  did  not  exist,  3154-3104.  3353-336 1.  3388-3399.  3474 r 

Details  as  to  the  action  which  has  been  taken  in  Cork  both  by  the  corporation  and  by 
the  clergy  and  inhabitants  in  regard  to  the  question  at  issue;  undoubted  objection  of 
the  corporation  to  extend  Sunday  closing  to  the  city  of  Cork,  3168-3217  .3222-^311 

3400-3408;  3418-3428.  3485-3493-. 3495-3506.  3509-3530.  3535-3639- 3559-3563— 

.belief  that  the  clergy,  generally,  in  Cork  are  favourable  to  Sunday  closing  strong 
feeling  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  this  direction,  3200.  3211-3214. 
3485-3493.3509-3511. 


View  Of  a large  number  of  the  working  people  that  the  proposed  extension  of  the  Act 

would  be  class  legislation,  3217 Strong  resolutions  against  total  closiug  on  Sunday 

carried  by  a meeting  of  the  tradespeople  of  the  city;  argument  of  these  resolutions  that 
total  closing  would  produce  illicit  trading,  increase  of  immorality,  and  be  disastrous,  to 
the  interests  of  the  working  classes,  3257-3279. 

Expediency  of  closing  the  public-houses  at  six  o’clock  on  Sundays  so  that  the  people 
may  have  nothing  to  interfere  with  their  church-going;  fear  that  there  would  be  danger 

of  increasing  home-drinking  if  the  hours  were  further  curtailed,  3312-3325 Decided 

opinion  that  further  cnrtailment  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  would  lead  to  the  extension  of 
club-drinking;  importance  of  including  dubs  in  the  same  category  as  public-houses 

3324-3334.  3432-3436.  3459-3461.  3553.  3554 Belief  that  clubs  are  more  dangerous 

to  young  men  than  well-conducted  public-houses,  3334. 


Assertion  that  shebeens,  of  which  there  are  some  in  Cork,  are  the  worst  evil  that  can 
possibly  be  ; danger  of  increasing  the  number  if  these  public-houses  are  entirely  closed  on 

Sundays,  3335-3339*  338i,  3382 Statement  that  in  Cork,  on  Saturday  nidus,  the 

people  indulge  in  excessive  drinking  to  a considerable  degree;  large  number  of  people 
who,  though  drunk,  go  quietly  home  and  are  not  arrested,  3349-3352.  3479-3484. 

Conclusion  that  it  is  the  people  who  make  a proper  use  of  public-homes  who  chiefly 

suffer  by  the  restrictions  imposed  on  bond  fide  travellers,  3361 Belief  that  drunkenness 

has  most  undoubtedly  decreased  in  Cork,  3362.  3367,3368.  3542-3544 Approval  of 

partial  opening  ol  public-houses  in  both  town  and  country  from  two  to  six  o’clock  on 
Sundays,  3365. 

Argument  that  if  the  police  properly  carried  out  their  duties  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  holding  this  inquiry';  formation  of  this  opinion  not  from  any  personal  feeling 

but  from  an  examination  of  the  police-court  records,  3369-3379 Suggestion  that 

instead  of  drawing  a hard-and-fast  limit  of  distance  for  the  bond  fide  traveller,  each  town 
should  have  its  limit  regulated  by  the  Privy  Council  on  the  representation  from  the 
local  authority,  3391-3397. 

Strong  opinion  in  favour  of  a system  of  adequate  compensation  fo  country  publicans 
for  being  prevented  from  carrying  on  their  business;  contention  that  publicans  have  as 
much  right  to  compensation  as  any  other  class  in  the  community  that  is  injured  by  the 

effect  of  legislation,  3412-3417.  3545-3549 Exceedingly  bad  condition  of  the  houses 

of  the  working  classes  in  Cork ; efforts  of  the  corporation  to  ameliorate  this  state  of 
things,  3438-3440. 

Decided  belief  that,  in  order  to  successfully  lessen  drunkenness,  the  people  must  first 
be  elevated  in  the  social  scale  and  be  given  facilities  for  education  and  improvement,  3440 
- — -Expediency  of  direct  legislation  against  any  increase  in  the  number  of  public-houses 

in  Cork,  which  amounts  to  530  at  the  present  time,  3444-3447 Opinion  that  the 

Sunday  Closing  Acts  have  not  tended  to  encourage  illicit  distillation  in  the  districts  around 
Cork,  3448-3451. 

Growing  custom  in  Cork  for  grocers  to  apply  for  licenses  to  sell  liquor;  explanation 
that  if  public-house  hours  be  curtailed  it  will  also  prevent  the  people  who  come  to 

market  from  buying  their  groceries,  3462-3473 Strong  recommendation  that  a third 

conviction  of  a publican  for  giving  drink  to  intoxicated  persons  should  involve  the  can- 
cellation of  his  license;  explanation  that  in  America  the  publican  is  made  responsible 
for  any  act  committed  by  the  man  when  drunk,  3494. 

Desire  expressed  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Powell  that  Sunday  closing  should  be  extended 

to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  3501,  3502 Appearance  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 

clergy  on  the  same  platform  in  Cork  in  support  of  total  Sunday  and  partial  Saturday 

closing,  3501-3506.  3520-3530 Small  amount  of  drink  consumed  by  the  Irish 

peasantry 
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O'Brien,  Alderman  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued, 
peasantry  as  a rule;  chief  fault  of  legislation  that  the  quality  of  the  liquor  is  not  more 
strictly  supervised,  3531-3534. 

O'Connor,  John  {Member  of  the  Committee).  Draft  Report  proposed  by  Mr.  O’Connor, 
but  not  adopted  by  the  Committee,  Rep.  xiii-xv. 

O'Donel,  Charles  Joseph.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Witness  has  been  Chief  Police 
Magistrate  of  Dublin  since  February  1881,  having  been  a magistrate  since  June  1866; 
999-1001. 

. Statement  showing  that  for  several  years  after  the  Act  of  1878  the  number  of  arrests 
in  Dublin  for  Sunday  drunkenness  (ell  considerably,  whilst  in  each  year  since  1884  the 
number  has  gradually  risen  till  they  have  almost  reached  the  number  in  the  year  1879; 

1004  1°°5. 'oog.  1073-1077.  1129,  1130 Belief  that  the  diminution  in  the  years 

1881-83  was  largely  due  to  the  political  excitement  which  then  prevailed  in  Dublin; 
subsequent  reaction  and  increase  when  the  excitement  subsided,  1010,  101 1.  1014,  1015 
1076,  1077. 

Continuance  up  to  the  present  lime  of  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  drunkenness,  as 

shown  by  a return  procured  by  witness  for  Easter  week,  1011-1013.  1078 Luro-e 

proportion  of  cases  on  Saturday  nights,  these  amounting  regularly  to  about  eighty  per- 
cent. of  the  charges  for  the  whole  week,  1015.  1079 The  charges  on  Sunday  are 

about  one-twelfth  of  the  whole,  1015,  1016. 

Adherence  of  witness  to  the  views  expressed  bv  him  in  1877  strongly  advcr-e  to  total 
closing  on  Sunday  as  sure  to  result  in  a great  increase  in  the  number  of  shebeen-houses 
and  in  increased  demoralisation,  1 oi  7. 1 034-1039. 1053-1 055.  1 069-1072.  1 080. 1 084,  1 085. 
1118-1122 — —Conclusion  in  favour  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  being  from  two  till  five 
(instead  of  from  two  till  seven);  expediency  of  curtailment  being  gradual,  1018,  1019. 
1044,  1045. 1052-1063.  1086-1098.  1112,  1113.  1123,  1124. 1177. 

View  of  witness  in  1877  111  favour  of  closing  on  Saturday  evening  at  eight,  on  account 
of  the  great  waste  of  wages  in  drink,  much  the  worst  drunkenness  of  the  week  being  on 

Saturday,  1020,  1021.  1023 Grounds  for  the  opinion  r.owr  formed  by  witness  that  the 

hour  of  closing  on  Saturday  should  be  ten  (instead  of  eleven),  though  a still  earlier 
closing  might  gradually  be  adopted  ; reference  hereon  to  the  practice  of  late  marketin''- 
on  Saturday  night,  1021-1024.  1061-1063.  1092,  1093.  1097.  1114.  1123,  1124.  1132I 
1150,1151.1178,1179. 

Very  few  cases  in  which  the  bond  fide  traveller  question  has  come  before  witness, 
though  recently  there  has  been  a case  involving  much  abuse,  1025-1030.  1099,  1100. 
11 15-1 1 18 Opinion  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  alteration  in  the  Dublin  metro- 

politan area  of  the  present  regulations  as  regards  bona  fide  travellers,  1031,  1032.  1099- 
1103.1115.1175,1176. 

Testimony  to  the  sober  liabi is  of  the  artizans  of  Dublin,  as  distinct  from  the  lower 

class  of  labourers  living  in  wretched  hovels,  1 033.  1 108-1  ill.  1 152-1 155 Iucentive 

to  drunkenness  through  the  miserable  dwellings  of  the  lower  classes  ; great  value  of 
improved  homes  on  this  score,  1033.  1046-1048.  1064-1068.  1166-1174. 

Inability  of  the  police  to  detect  all  the  cases  of  shebeening,  especially  if  the  licensed 

houses  be  emirely  closed  on  Sunday,  1034,  1035.  1043.  1049,  1050.  1118-1121 

Statement  of  the  number  of  shebeen  cases  in  the  northern  poiice  court  011  Sunday  as 
compared  with  the  rest  of  the  week  in  the  year  1876-77  ; 1040,  1041.  1 148,  1149. 

Suggestions  for  the  more  effectual  punishment  of  shebeen-keepers,  1050,  1051 

Respectable  appearance  of  many  young  men  who  use  the  licensed  houses  on  Sunday 

afternoon,  1056-1060 Contemplated  grant  of  exemption  orders  to  restaurants  and 

hotels  in  certain  cases,  this  not  being  necessary  with  reference  to  persons  staying  in 
hotels,  1104-1107.  1156-1165. 

Means  of  many  of  the  working-classes  for  living  in  more  comfortable  homes  if  they 

did  not  spend  so  much  money  in  drink,  1 125-1 128 Doubt  as  to  poveriy  having  any 

effect  upon  the  fluctuating  amount  of  drunkenness,  1131.  1137,  1138.  1170-1174. 

Discretion  exercised  by  the  magistrate  as  to  the  fines  inflicted  on  publicans  for  selling 

drink  during  prohibited  hours,  1133,  1134 Difficulty  as  regards  convictions  for  the 

supply  of  drink  to  drunken  men  ; onus  of  proof  usually  thrown  upon  the  publican, 

1139-1141 Reference  to  the  suppression  of  many  beerhouses  and  spirit-grocers’ 

shops  as  partly  accounting  for  the  diminished  drunkenness  as  compared  with  the  years 
before  the  Act  of  1878  ; 1142-1 147. 

O'Keeffe,  Francis  A.  {Member  of  the  House.)  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Witness, 
who  is  a solicitor  at  Limerick,  is  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  has  lived  there  all  his  life;  be 

has  no  interest  in  the  beer  or  spirit  trade,  8183-8190 Result  of  bis  experience  that 

lie  considers  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  any  change  in  the  law  as  regards  the 
hours  for  which  public-houses  are  open  on  Sunday,  8191  et  seq. 

255-  3 Y Very 
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O'Keeffe,  Francis  A.  (. Member  of  the  House.)  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Very- few  charges  of  drunkenness  in  Limerick  on  Sunday,  8191-8)93.8221.8270 
——Views  of  the  clergy,  the  corporation,  working  classes,  and  several  members  of  the 
police  adverse  to  total  closing  on  Sunday  ; exception  taken  to  the  views  of  Mr.  Irwin 

and  Mr.  Jennings  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  8194,  8195.  8202-8214.  8222-8229 

Belief  that  there  is  very  little  shebeening  at  present,  but  that  this  evil  would  be  much 
increased  by  total  closing  on  Sunday,  8197-8201.  8222.  8272,  8273. 

Opposition  by  the  corporation  and  the  trades  to  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  ; state- 
ment hereon  as  to  the  small  amount  of  drunkenness  on  Saturday  night,  Limerick  being 
one  of  the  soberest  cities  in  Ireland,  8215-8220.  8230.  8269 Doubt  as  to  the  expe- 

diency of  any  further  restrictions  in  Limerick  upon  the  question  of  bond,  fide  travellers, 
though  the  test  of  distance  might  be  increased  to  five  miles,  8231-8235.  8259,  8260. 

Inconvenience  as  regards  the  purchase  of  groceries  if  the  licensed  houses  were  closed 

earlier  on  Saturday,  8236-8239 Belief  that  there  has  been  no  complaint  among 

grocers’  assistants  at  Limerick  respecting  the  hours  for  which  they  work,  8240- 
8242. 

Evidence  respecting  the  action  of  the  police  towards  public-houses,  witness  believing 
that  Nationalist  publicans  have  not  been  impartially  treated,  8243-8252.  8261-8267. 

8274,  8275 Approval  of  Sunday  closing  in  the  rural  districts,  but  not  in  the  large 

towns,  8253-8258. 

Statement  on  the  question  of  the  publicans  largely  influencing  the  election  of  members 
of  the  corporation,  the  latter  body  having  passed  a resolution  against  Sunday  closing, 

8276-8289.8294-8324 Belief  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  O’Dwyer  is  in  favour  of  Sunday 

closing;  doubt  as  to  the  views  of  Dr.  Gray,  8290-8293. 

Order.  Increased  good  order  on  Sunday  through  the  operation  of  the  Act  of  1878  ; 
Rep.  iii. 


P. 

Penalties.  Opinion  that  the  minimum  penalty  for  sale  during  closing  hours  should  be  1 l., 
there  being  no  minimum  at  present,  and  the  maximum  being  5 l. ; Reed  108,  109.  1 14- 
116 Objection  to  imprisonment  without  the  option  of  a fine,  ib.  110-1)4 Sug- 

gestion that  a minimum  penalty  of  ) l.  should  apply  also  in  the  case  of  fraudulent  sale  to 

travellers,  114-117 Opinion  that  the  maximum  penalty  should  be  raised  from 

2 1.  to  10  7.  for  illicit  sale  when  houses  are  compulsorily  closed  during  disturbances, 
ib.  122. 

Facility  to  evasion  through  there  being  no  penalty  for  delaying  the  admission  of  con- 
stables to  licensed  houses,  Harrel  534,  535 Expediency  of  publicans  being  held 

responsible  for  drunken  persons  being  found  on  their  premises  as  well  as  for  supplying 

them  with  drink,  ib.  536 Discretion  exercised  by  the  magistrate  as  to  the  fines 

inflicted  on  publicans  for  selling  drink  during  prohibited  hours,  O'Donel  1133,  1134. 

Opinion  that  the  fines  upon  shebeens,  or  upon  licensed  houses  that  illicitly  sell  drink 
on  Sundays,  should  be  increased;  expediency  of  breaking  the  license  of  any  publican 

who  persisted  in  illicit  trade,  M‘Hugh  2573,  2574.  2806,  2807 Suggestion  that  delay 

to  admit  a policeman  when  he  demands  admittance  to  a public-house  should  be  made 

penal  by  statute.  Bull  3726,  3727.  4048-4053 Belief  that  a uniform  and  strict  apppli- 

cation  of  the  existing  law  would  result  beneficially  and  make  further  legislation  unne- 
cessary ; expediency  of  more  severely  punishing  people  found  on  premises  at  improper 
hours,  Toole  4156-4159.  4169,  4170.  4185-4188.  4198-4202.  4231,  4232. 

Expediency  of  dealing  lightly  with  first  offences  for  selling  drink  on  Sundays  ; opinion 
that  if  people  are  found  drinking  on  the  premises  severe  punishment  should  be  inflicted. 

Sir  W.  Miller  4858-4870 Suggestions  as  to  the  best  means  for  diminishing  the  evils 

of  drunkenness  ; strong  view  that  legislation  should  provide  heavier  penalties  for  Sunday 
drunkenness  and  other  breaches  of  the  licennsing  laws,  Murphy  5043-5051.  5115-5117. 
5224-5227.  5269.  5289-5297-  53°2-53°6.  5383-5393- 

Utter  inadequacy  of  so  small  a penalty  as  10  s.  in  cases  of  violation  of  the  law  by  low- 
class  publicans;  suggestion  that  licenses  be  forfeited  for  deliberate  breaches  of  the  law, 
Healy  10169-10174.  10207-10214. 

See  also  Forfeiture  of  License.  Licenses.  Publicans.  Shebeens. 

Police  .- 

Reports  received  by  witness  from  the  police  officials  in  Belfast,  Limerick,,  and  Water- 
ford strongly  in  favour  of  total  closing  in  those  towns  on  Sunday,  Reed  139-141 

Result  of  witness’  long  experience  in  the  Irish  constabulary  that  he  considers  the  police 
have  faithfully  discharged  their  duties  respecting  public-houses  and  the  licensing  laws ; 

strain 
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Police — continued. 

strain  upon  the  force  in  recent  years  in  attendance  at  political  meetings  on  Sunday  and  on 
other  days,  Reed  1 94-204.  25 1 . 262 -265. 

Admission  that  police  statistics  upon  the  subject  of  home-drinking  are  unreliable; 
contention  that  it  is  not  a kind  of  work  to  which  policemen  should  properly  be  put 
Cameron  1356-1360.  r 

Evidence  as  to  the  probable  effect  of  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  in  Sligo  on 
Sunday  in  increasing  the  duties  of  the  police ; general  inefficiency  of  the  Sligo  police  at 
the  present  time  in  regard  to  carrying  out  the  existing  laws  against  illicit  trading, 
M‘ Hugh  2531-2537.  2669,  2670.  2748-2750.  2790-2793.  2850-2855.  2883,  2884.  2976, 
-977  Instances,  known  to  witness  (at  Sligo)  of  the  police  violating  the  law  them- 
selves by  drinking  in  public-houses  during  prohibited  hours,  ib.  2734.  2845-2840.  2029- 
2931. 

Argument  that  if  the  police  carried  out  their  duties  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  hold- 
ing the  present  inquiry;  formation  of  this  opinion  not  from  any  personal  feeling  but  from 

an  examination  of  the  police-court  records  in  Cork,  O’Brien  3369-3379 Decided  opinion 

that  the  present  law  is  not  effectively  administered  by  the  police  in  Waterford;  grounds 
upon  which  this  conclusion  is  formed  Toole  4143-4148.  4152-4155.4160-4162.  4192- 

4194.4269-4273 Complaint  as  to  the  neglect  of  the  police  in  Clonmel  in  regard  to 

offences  under  the  licensing  laws;  expediency  of  adoptiug  the  detective  system  in  regard 
to  illicit  trading,  Murphy  5088-5094.  5137.  5269-5290. 

Belief  as  to  the  less  efficient  administration  of  the  Act  of  1878  in  recent  years ; reported 
instances  of  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  police,  Wigliam  843-6847.  6926-6934 Con- 

sideration of  the  administration  of  the  law  in  Dublin  by  the  police,  witness  submitting  that, 
on  the  whole,  they  have  carried  out  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  recent  years  efficiently  and 
impartially,  ib.  7246-7252.  7260-7262.  7269-7278.  7334-7337. 

Grounds  for  the  statement  that  the  police  have  acted  with  undue  severity  towards 
Nationalist  publicans,  O’Keeffe  8243-8252.  8261-8267.  8274,  8275;  Crean  8722-8726. 

8795-8801.  8843-8846  ; Power  9727-9730  ; Ronayne  9854-9S60.  9960-9963 Entire 

inadequacy  of  police  regulations  as  a check  upon  shebeening  and  illicit  sale  in  Belfast, 
Convery  9596-9599 Great  want  of  more  active  polite  interference  in  Dublin,  intoxi- 

cation being  permitted  with  impunity,  Dawson  10489-10546. 

Comment  upon  the  very  inefficient  action  of  the  police  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Act 

of  1878  in  the  rural  districts,  Healy  10168,  10169 Great  laxity  on  the  part  ol  the  police 

in  enforcing  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  Cork,  ib.  10205-10213.  10330-10336 Strong 

complaint  as  to  the  unfair  and  oppressive  action  of  the  police  towards  Nationalist  pub- 
licans, ib.  10324,  10325.  10330-10336. 

Examination  as  to  the  action  of  the  Dublin  police  in  reference  to  drunkenness  and 
disorderly  conduct  and  the  enforcement  generally  of  the  licensing  laws,  Waid  11031- 

11041.  11063-11091 Views  of  Captain  Talbot  in  1877,  and  of  other  officers  of  the 

Dublin  police,  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  ib.  1 1049- 
11062. 

See  also  Belfast,  5.  Cork.  Drunkenness.  Dublin,  1 . Illicit  Sale.  Limerick. 

Shebeens.  Waterford. 

Poverty  of  the  People.  Poverty  and  misery  due  extensively  to  waste  of  wages  in  drink, 
Troy  10765,  10766. See  also  Dwellings  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Powell,  The  Rev.  Canon  D.  H.  Desire  expressed  by  Canon  Powell  that  Sunday  closing 
should  be  extended  to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  O'Brien  3501,  3502. 

Poioer,  The  Rev.  Robert,  p.p.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Witness,  who  is  now  parish 
priest  at  Carrick-on-Suir,  has  had  nineteen  years’  experience  at  Waterford  as  curate 
and  as  administrator  of  the  cathedral  parish,  9616-9619.  9732,  9733. 

Great  interest  formerly  taken  by  witness  in  the  temperance  cause  at  Waterford; 
result  of  experience  that  he  found  drunkenness  especially  prevalent  on  Saturday  night, 
and  that  a curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Saturday  would  be  exceedingly  beneficial,  9619- 

9625.  9638-9643.  9646,  9647.  9652.  9721 Difficulty  of  employers  of  labour  on 

Monday  through  their  workpeople  drinking  so  much  on  Saturday  night  and  on  Sunday, 

9623 Approval  of  Sunday  closing  being  extended  to  Waterford  and  the  other 

exempted  towns,  except  that  the  houses  might  be  open  for  one  hour,  so  as  to  enable  the 
lower  classes  to  obtain  beer  for  dinner,  96239625.  9635.  9721. 

Greater  vigilance  required  on  the  part  of  the  police  in  Waterford  for  the  suppression 
of  shebeening  ; limited  evil  likely  to  arise  on  this  score  as  a result  of  Sunday  closing, 

9627-9629.  9661-9676.  9800 Moderate  amount  of  home-drinking  at  Waterford  ; 

mischievous  effect,  however,  of  women  and  children  being  sent  to  the  public-houses  for 

beer,  9630-9633.  9679-9681.  9722-9724 Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  the  majority 

of  public  opinion  in  Waterford  would  be  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  and  of 

255.  3*2  total 
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Power,  The  Rev.  Robert,  p.p.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

total  closing  on  Sunday,  save  lor  one  hour ; strong  influence  exercised  by  the  public- 
house  interest  to  the  contrary,  9634-9637.  9647.  9682-9721.  9740-9753.  9802-9807. 

Beneficial  effect  of  the  last  curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Sunday,  9644,  9645 Valuable 

results  anticipated  from  improved  dwellings  for  the  working  classes,  and  from  other 
improvements,  in  connection  with  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  9648-9652 Advan- 

tage of  temperance  legislation  being  carried  out  under  local  self-government,  9649, 
9650.  9725,  9726. 

Belief  tl  at  Father  Mockler,  of  Waterford,  is  quite  as  much  in  favour  as  witness  is  of 

Sunday  closing  and  of  earlier  Saturday  closing,  9653-9665 Entire  dissent  from 

certain  evidence  of  Father  Convery,  Dr.  Tynan,  and  others  as  to  the  evil  effects  likely  to 

arise  from  the  proposed  restrictions  on  Sunday  drinking,  9666-9676.  9732-9739 

Concurrence  with  Father  Sheehan  as  to  the  special  evils  of  home  drinking,  9768-9680. 

973 1 View  of  the  late  and  present  Bishop  of  Waterford  on  the  questions  at  issue, 

9682-9688. 

Partial  action  of  the  police  of  Waterford  adverse  to  Nationalist  publicans,  9727- 

973°; Frequent  instances  of  men,  when  in  a state  of  drink,  compelling  their  wives 

to  drink,  9754-976?- Opinion  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  one  hour  for  enabling  the 

working-classes  to  provide  beer  for  their  Sunday  dinner,  9763-9796 Recom- 

mended closing  at  nine  on  Saturday,  this  not  causing  any  real  inconvenience,  9797- 
9799. 

Impartial  evidence  given  by  witness  irrespectively  of  his  connection  with  the  tem- 
perance movement,  9808. 

Provincial  Towns.  See  Act  of  1878.  Clonmel.  Country  Districts.  Kilkenny. 
Londonderry.  Sligo. 

Public  Houses.  ReUirn  showing  the  number  of  public-houses  in  all  Ireland,  and  in 
Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  respectively,  Apy.  471. 

See  also  the  Headings  generally  throughout  the  Index. 

Public  Opinion.  See  Act  of  1878.  Belfast.  Clergy.  Clonmel.  Cork,  1. 
Country  Districts.  Dublin,  1.  Kilkenny.  Limerick,  1.  Londonderry. 
Saturdays.  Sligo.  Total  Closing.  Waterford.  Working  Classes. 

Publicans  : 

Exceedingly  few  convictions  of  publicans  in  Dublin  for  supplying  drink  to  men  already 
drunk;  advantage,  if  the  onus  of  pi  oof I in  such  cases  were  thrown  upon  the  publican, 

Harrel  995-998- -Difficulty  as  regards  convictions  for  the  supply  of  drink  to  drunken 

men  ; onus  of  proof  usually  thrown  upon  the  publican,  O’Donel  1139-1141. 

Belief  that  the  publicans  generally  throughout  Ireland  would  gladly  adopt  total 

Sunday  closing,  if  they  were  not  alraid  of  shebeening,  Cameron  1458 Desire  on  the 

part  of  a large  number  of  publicans  for  total  closing  on  Sundays,  so  that  they  mav  have 
a day’s  lest.  Sir  J.  II.  Haslett  1742,  1743.  1766,  1767. 

Strong  opinion  in  favour  of  a system  of  adequate  compensation  to  country  publicans 
for  being  prevented  from  carrying  on  their  business  ; contention  that  publicans  have  as 
much  right  to  compensation  as  any  other  class  in  the  community  that  is  injured  by  the 

effect  of  legislation,  O'Brien  3412-3417.  3545-3549 Strong  recommendation  that  a 

th i 1 cl  conviction  of  a publican  for  selling  drink  to  intoxicated  persons  should  involve  the 
cancellation  of  his  license;  explanation  that  in  America  the  publican  is  made  responsible 
for  any  act  committed  by  the  man  when  drunk,  ib,  3494. 

Suggestions  as  to  the  expediency  of  endorsing  the  publican’s  license  for  certain 

offences,  Gardiner  3567-3574 ; Hamilton  49*5  et  seq. Strong  view  that  it  would  be 

unjustifiable  to  introduce  a clause  to  prevent  publicans  receiving  guests  during  prohibited 

hours,  Murphy  5486-5494 Considerable  difficulty  which  the  police  have  in  obtaining 

evidence  that  publicans  have  supplied  liquor  to  intoxicated  persons,  Jennings  5820-5824. 

Circumstance  of  three  or'  four  respectable  publicans  in  Dublin  having  recently  told 
witness  they  were  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing,  and  of  earlier  Saturday  closing, 

Whyte  8957-8959.  9042-9045.  9053-9059.  9069.  9135-9139 Opinion  that  the 

respectable  class  of  publicans  (who  are  the  great  majority)  should  be  encouraged,  as 
being  upholders  of  morality,  and  as  a protection  against  abuse  or  excessive  drinking, 
whilst  the  class  who  are  infringers  of  the  law  should  be  very  strictly  dealt  with,  Convery 

9424-9429.  9434, 9435.  9468-9471 . 9498-9510. 9518-9520 Temptation  to  respectable 

publicans  to  violate  the  law  it  entire  closing  on  Sunday  be  adopted,  ib.  9506.  9509,  9510. 

Guarantee 
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Guarantee  for  wholesome  drinking  where  the  licensed  houses  are  conducted 

by  respectable  publicans,  Ronayne  9847 Willingness  of  large  numbers  of  publicans 

in  Cork  to  close  on  Sunday  if  the  law  were  universal,  Heahj  10319-10322 Result 

of  witness’  experience  in  Dublin  that  respectable  publicans  are  a check  upon  excessive 
drinking,  Ward  10925-10933. 

See  also  Belfast,  4.  Employes  ( Public  Houses).  Forfeiture  of  License. 

Licenses.  Penalties.  Police.  Publicans. 


R. 

Railxoay  Stations.  Requirement  at  refreshment-rooms  at  railway  stations  as  to  travellers 
showing  their  tickets  in  order  to  be  seived  after  the  public-houses  are  closed,  Reed  228, 
229— —No  complaints  have  come  before  witness  as  to  the  drinking  on  Sunday  night  at 

the  railway  stations  at  Harcourt-street  (Dublin),  and  Bray,  ib.,  316-321 Evils  which 

_ resulted  from  giving  a license  to  the  railway  refreshment-rooms  ai  Harcourt  street ; expla- 
nation that  for  this  reason  a license  was  refused  to  Westland-row  although  the 
stations  belong  to  the  same  companies,  Falhiner  6243-6245. 

Considerable  abuse  in  connection  with  drinking  at  railway  refreshment  rooms  on 
Sunday ; they  should  be  closed  on  that  day,  Wiyham  7037-7039. 

Reed,  Andrew.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Witness  is  Inspector  General  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary;  he  is  a barrister  and  has  written  a book  on  the  subject  of  the  Irish 

Licensing  Law,  1-4 He  gave  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  of  1877  upon  the 

Saie  of  Intoxicating  Liquor  (Ireland)  Bill,  5. 

Several  classes  of  licenses  in  Ireland  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor;  particulars  as 

to  the  number  of  each  class  and  the  conditions  of  the  several  licenses,  6-52 Four 

classes  of  public-house  licenses,  these  being  the  seven-day  license  and  the  six  day  license, 

and  the  seven-day  and  six-day  early  closing  licenses,  6.  11-15 Reference  to  the 

wholesale  beer  dealers’  license  as  not  being  subject  to  any  conditions  respeciing  the  hours 
of  sale,  6-8- — Very  few  theatre  licenses  ; prohibition  upon  sale  thirty  minutes  before 
and  thirty  minutes  after  the  performance,  9-11. 

Total  of  17,082  publicans’  licenses  in  Ireland  on  31st  March  1888  as  compared  with 

3 6,654  in  1877;  number  of  each  of  the  four  classes,  16-24 Several  articles  comprised 

in  the  groceis’  license,  there  being  536  in  Ireland  (in  1887),  chiefly  in  Dublin  and 

Belfast,  25-30 Number  of  publicans’ licenses  in  each  of  the  exempted  districts, 

Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  31. 

Conditions  of  the  beer  retailers’  license  ; belief  that  there  are  about  144  of  these  licenses 

chiefly  in  Dublin,  32-42 Total  of  thirty-seven  refreshment-house  wine  licenses,  of 

which  twenty-five  are  in  the  Dublin  metropolitan  district,  43-49 Division  between 

the  six-day  and  the  seven-day  license  in  the  case  only  of  publicans’  licenses,  50,51 

Several  other  licenses  besides  those  already  enumerated  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
in  Ireland,  52. 

Summary  of  the  regulations  in  force  under  the  Act  of  1872  as  to  the  hours  of  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  Good  Friday,  and  certain  other  days,  53-55 

Closing  since  1872  on  week  days  except  between  seven  a.m.  and  eleven  p.m.,  in  the 

larger  towns,  and  except  between  seven  a.m.,  and  ten  p.m.  elsewhere  ; these  are  the 
present  hours,  54. 

Alteration  under  the  Act  of  1878  whereby  houses  outside  the  five  exempted  towns 
have  been  closed  for  the  whole  of  Sunday,  whilst  in  these  towns  they  are  allowed  to  be 

. open  from  two  p.m.  to  seven  p.m.,  55 Exemptions  in  force  under  the  Act  of  1872 

as  regards  bona  fide  travellers;  definition  of  such  persons  under  the  Act  of  1874  ; 56,  57 

Reference  to  the  Third  Section  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  of  1878  as  showing  the 

present  exemptions,  58 Returns  to  be  furnished  by  witness  respecting  arrests  for 

drunkenness,  the  consumption  of  home-made  spirits  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
respectively,  &c.,  59-64. 

Inquiry  made  by  witness  through  the  several  county,  inspectors  as  to  the  working  of 
the.  Act  of  1878 ; satisfactory  character  of  all  the  reports  received,  witness  testifying  to 

the  beneficial  operation  of  the  Act  on  several  points,  65-79.  292,  293.  315 Reference 

to  the  bona  fide  traveller  question  as  the  principal  defect  of  the  Act,  there  being  great 
imposition  on  this  point,  67.  80,  81.  86-88.  303-305. 

Application  of  the  Act  in  populous  towns  without  any  disturbance  of  the  peace,  68,  69 

Limiied  extent  to  which  there  was  any  increase  of  illicit  sales  in  consequeuce  of  the 

Act,  70-76 Doubt  as  to  the  Act  having  led  to  an  increase  of  home-drinking,  79. 

Consideration  of  the  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  question  of  travellers,  witness 
submitting  that  the  test  of  distance  should  be  increased  from  three  miles  to  six,  80-82. 

86-98 Expediency  of  the  onus  of  proof  that  a man  is  a bond  fide  traveller  res  ing 

with  the  publican;  provision  to  this  effect  in  the  Act  of  1874  ; 82-85 Difficulty  in 
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Reed,  Andrew.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
any  case,  irrespectively  of  a distance  test ; ultimate  settlement  by  the  magistrate  after 
hearing  all  the  circumstances,  86-96. 

Concurrence  of  opinion  among  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  strong 
approval  of  regulations  for  increased  sobriety  on  Sunday  (as  well  as  on  other  days),  97, 

98 Importance  of  the  proviso  in  the  Bill  that  every  licensed  house  supplying  drink 

to  bond  fide  travellers  on  Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  or  Good  Friday,  must  contain  at  least 
four  sleeping  apartments  for  travellers  and  be  otherwise  constructed  as  an  inn  or  hotel ; 

modifications  suggested  on  this  point,  99.  184-193 -Excellent  effect  upon  the 

character  of  hotels  and  inns  in  Ireland  if  the  licensing  law  were  assimilated  more  or  less 
to  the  Scotch  law,  99-101. 

Special  provisions  desirable  as  to  the  accommodation  in  houses  supplying  bond  fide 
travellers,  and  as  to  other  requirements,  when  renewal  certificates  are  granted;  reference 

, hereon  to  the  law  in  Scotland,  99-107 Grounds  for  suggesting  that  an  eating  bar 

be  provided  in  every  house  where  bond  fide  travellers  are  entertained,  101-104. 

Opinion  that  the  minimum  penalty  for  sale  during  closing  hours  should  be  l ?., 

there  being  no  minimum  at  present,  and  the  maximum  being  5 l. ; 108,  loq.  1 14-1 16 

Objection  to  imprisonment  without  the  option  of  a fine,  110-114 'Suggestion  that 

a minimum  penalty  of  1/.  should  apply  also  in  the  case  of  fraudulent  sale  to  travellers, 

; 1 14-1  17 Approval  of  a forfeiture  of  license  if  two  convictions  be  recorded  upon  it; 

option  to  be  exercised  by  the  magistrate  as  to  recording  convictions,  118-121. 

Want  of  statutory  power  for  closing  not  only  public-houses,  but  all  houses  which 
sell  intoxicating  liquor,  when  disturbances  occur;  difficulty  experienced  dnring  the 

Belfast  riots  through  the  spirit-grocers  continuing  to  sell,  122-126 Opinion  that 

the  maximum  penalty  should  be  raised  from  'll.  to  \ol.  for  illicit  sale  when  houses 
•are  compulsorily  closed  during  disturbances,  122. 

Great  abuse  through  excessive  drinking  on  Saturday  night,  witness  recommending 
that  all  licensed  houses  be  closed  at  nine  o’clock  (instead  of  at  ten  in  rural  districts, 
•and  eleven  in  towns);  he  cannot  speak  for  Dublin,  128-137.  279,  280.  300-302 

Tendency  to  continued  drinking  on  Sunday  when  men  drink  to  excess  on  Saturday 

night;  effect,  moreover;  in  preventing  attendance  at  a place  of  worship,  133-136. 

Approval  of  the  system  of  Sunday  closing,  where  it  now  exists  in  rural  districts, 

being  made  perpetual,  137,  138.  211,  212 Reports  received  by  witness  from  the 

police  officials  in  Belfast,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  strongly  in  favour  of  total  closing 

in  those  towns  on  Sunday,  139-141 Recommendation  by  the  inspector  in  charge 

at  Cork  that  the  hours  of  sale  be  from  two  p.m.  to  five  p.m.,  141. 

Examination  to  the  effect  that  there  is  a large  majority  in  favour  of  total  closing  on 
Sunday  in  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  but  that  there  are  certain  classes 
who  make  moderate  and  reasonable  use  of  the  public-houses,  and  that  their  views  should 
be  inquired  into  and  considered  before  any  further  legislation,  141-171.  212.  225-227. 

237-239 Inconvenience  and  difficulty  as  regards  the  class  of  people  who  dine  at 

home  and  have  their  beer  from  the  public-houses ; inconvenience  also  to  lodgers  and 
others,  141-143.  146-149.  21 2.  226,  227.  237-239 Conclusion  adverse  to  class  legis- 

lation on  the  subject,  it  being  essential  to  ascertain  the  wishes  not  only  of  the  ratepayers 
but  of  the  whole  community,  150-171. 

Increase  of  licenses  since  1874  adverted  to  as  due  to  the  action  of  the  magistrates 
’ (except  in  Belfast)  ; possible  improvement  by  some  limitation  of  the  licensing  authority, 

173-179 Doubt  as  to  illicit  sale  having  actually  increased  since  the  Act  of  1878, 

though  there  would  be  a tendency  in  that  direction,  180,  181 Limited  facilities  for 

imposition  if  six  miles  instead  of  three  were  the  test  of  a bond  fide  traveller  ; objection  to 
a ten-mile  limit,  182,  183.  240,  241 . 

Numerous  hotels  throughout  Ireland  with  less  than  four  sleeping  rooms  for  guests; 
amendment  desirable  on  this  score  in  the  proviso  before  referred  to,  184-188 Expedi- 

ency of  poor  men  when  travelling  on  Sunday  having  the  same  facilities  as  the  rich  in 
obtaining  refreshment,  188-193.  220-222  — — Result  of  witness’  long  experience  in  the 
Irish  constabulary  that  he  considers  the  police  have  faithfully  discharged  their  duties 
respecting  public-houses  and  1 he  licensing  laws;  strain  upon  the  force  in  recent  years 
in  attendance  at  political  meetings  on  Sunday  and  on  other  days,  194-204.  251.  262- 
265. 

Exceptional  instances  of  publicans  who  supplement  their  business  by  means  of  illicit 

sales,  205.  251 Surreptitious  sales  of  bottled  whiskey  and  bottled  porter  for  home 

drinking  on  Sunday  ; belief,  however,  that  the  balance  of  advantages  as  regards  temper- 
1 ance  is  on  the  side  of  Sunday  closing,  206-211. 

Conclusion  that  the  people  in  the  larger  towns  as  well  as  those  in  the  country  have 
become  accustomed  to  the  existing  law,  as  they  have  not  expressed  any  desire  for  a 

relaxation  of  restrictions,  211-219.  223,  224.  254-261 Concurrence  in  the  view  that 

. the  wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  if  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sunday, 

should 
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should  be  attended , to ; consideration  of  the  best  means  for  ascertaining  the  wishes  of 
the  people  on  the  subject,  211-219.  230-236.  287-291. 

Opinion  that  three  hours  on  Sunday,  from  two  to  five,  would  be  sufficient  for  all 

practical  purpeses  in  the  larger  towns,  225-227.  281-286 Requirement  at  refreshment 

rooms  at  railway  stations  as  to  travellers  showing  their  tickets  in  order  to  be  served  after 
the  public-houses  are  closed,  228,229 Objection  to  restrictions  upon  sale  of  refresh- 

ments in  clubs  on  Sunday  ; excellent  manner  in  which  clubs  formed  for  young  men  by 
the  Catholic  clergy  in  Ireland  are  conducted,  242-247.  306,  307. 

Inconvenience  often  caused  to  those  who  do  not  indulge  in  Sunday  drinking  by  those 
who  do ; orderly  condition  however,  on  the  whole,  of  the  large  towns  in  Ireland  on 

Sunday,  248-250 Beneficial  influence  exercised  by  the  clergy  in  the  spread  of 

temperance  societies,  252,  253 Statement  as  to  complaints  of  inconvenience  not 

having  arisen  in  Derry  through  entire  closing  on  Sunday,  266—271. 

Approval  of  the  houses  being  open  for  a short  time  on  Sunday  for  sale  for  consumption 

off  the  premises,  275-278.  306-308 Practice  of  magistrates  to  deeide  bond  fide 

traveller  cases  with  reference  entirely  to  the  distance  travelled,  294-296 Minimum  of 

valuation  contemplated  in  respect  of  houses  licensed  for  supplying  bond  fide  travellers, 

297~299- 

Comparatively  limited  operation  of  shebeens  and  unlicensed  houses,  the  main  body  of 

publicans  being  a highly  respectable  class,  309-312 Doubt  as  to  much  abuse  in 

connection  with  drinking  in  canteens,  313,  314 No  complaints  have  come  before 

witness  as  to  the  drinking  on  Sunday  night  at  the  railway  stations  at  Harcourt-street 
(Dublin),:  and  Bray,  316-321. 

Refreshment  Houses.  Total  of  thirty-seven  refreshment  house  wine  licenses,  of  which 
twenty-five  are  in  the  Dublin  metropolitan  district,  Reed  43-49. 

Religious  Influences.  Admission  that  religion  has  not  been  successful  in  suppressing  the 
evil  of  drunkenness  among  women  in  Dublin,  though  its  influence  in  the  cause  of 
temperance  is  great,  Tynan  6707-6710.  6730,  6731,  6802-6804. 

See  also  Clergy.  League  of  the  Cross.  Sabbatarians. 

Restaurants.  Considerable  number  of  respectable  restaurants  in  Dublin  where  lodgers  and 
others  might  obtain  dinner  and  drink  on  Sunday  under  proper  restrictions  as  to  the 

latter,  Harrel  879-885.  950,  951.966-976 Weight  attached  to  certain  opinions  in 

favour  of  well-conducted  restaurants  having  some  privilege  as  to  the  hours  for  which 
open ; difficulty  in  drawing  a line  between  these  and  public-houses,  Tynan  6791-6800. 

Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  under  the  existing  system  of  exemption  orders  the 
requirements  of  the  inhabitants  of  large  cities  in  regard  to  restaurants  and  dining  rooms 
can  be  fully  provided  for,  Rep.  iv. 

See  also  Hotels  and  Inns. 

Riots  and  Disturbances.  Want  of  statutory  power  for  closing  .not  only  public-houses  but 
all  houses  which  sell  intoxicating  liquor,  when  disturbances  occur  ; difficulty  experienced 
during  the  Belfast  riots  through  the  spirit  grocers  containing  to  sell,  Reed  122-126. 

Ronayne,  Dr.  Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Long  experience  of  witness  as  a 
physician  at  Youghal ; he  is  well  conversant  with,  the  licensing  laws  and  is  a strong 
advocate  of  temperance,  9809-9819.  9894-9896. 

Opinion  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  of  1878  has  not  fulfilled  its  objects,  and  that  in 
Youghal  and  elsewhere  shebeening  and  other  abuses  have  increased  since  the  Act, 

9820-9831 Belief  that  the  Act  has  led  to  home  drinking  to  an  injurious  and 

dangerous  extent,  this  form  of  drinking  being  especially  pernicious,  9824-9830.  9914- 

9921,  9944-9952.  9986-9998 Establishment  of  several  shebeens  in  Youghal  and 

other  towns  since  the  Act  of  1878  ; immorality  at  many  of  these  places,  whilst  the  drink 
is  of  the  worst  description,  9831-9833.  9872-9874.  9909-991 1. 

Result  of  witness’  experience  in  different  parts  of  Ireland  and  in  other  countries  that 
he  considers  the  Irish  people  compare  very  favourably  with  England,  Scotland,  and 
other  nations  on  the  score  of  temperance  and  chastity  ; statistics  hereon  as  regards 

habitual  drunkards,  9834,  9835.  9848-9850.  9866-9871.  9876-9887.  9931-9940 

General  feeling  among  che  people  of  the  county  of  Cork  that  Sunday  closing  would  be 
class  legislation  and  would  be  very  unfair  to  the  lower  classes,  9836-9841.  9875, 

Objection  to  the  public-houses  being  only  open  for  an  hour  on  Sunday  as  tending  to  a 

further  increase  of  shebeening  and  furtive  drinking,  9842-9844 Incentive  to  the 

drinking  of  whisky  instead  of  beer,  where  the  houses  are  open  for  only  a short  time; 
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Ronayne,  Dr.  Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

statement  hereon  upon  the  question  of  the  Act  of  1878  having  lead  to  any  increase  in 

the  consumption  of  whisky,  9844-9846.  9955-9959.  9964-9985 Guarantee  for 

wholesome  drinking  where  the  licensed  houses  are  conducted  by  respectable  publicans, 

9847- 

Very  moderate  amount  of  drunkenness  in  Youghal ; steady  decrease  in  the  number  of 

arrests,  9848-9850.  9953,  9954 Suggestion  that  on  Saturday  the  houses  should  be 

closed  at  ten  o’clock  instead  of  at  eleven,  9851,  9852.  9912.  10004,  10005 Opinion 

that  in  provincial  towns  throughout  Ireland  and  in  the  larger  villages  the  houses  should 
be  open  for  four  or  five  hours  on  Sunday  ; great  check  thereby  to  shebeening  and  home 
drinking,  9852,  9853.  9888-9893.  9913.  9941-9943. 

Grounds  for  the  statement  that  the  police  have  acted  with  undue  severity 

towards  Nationalist  publicans,  9854-9860.  9960-9963 Consideration  of  the  operation 

of  the  bona  fide  traveller  clause  ; conclusion  that  the  test  of  distance  should  not  be 
extended  beyond  three  miles,  9861-9865.  9925-9930. 

Decided  improvement  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  in  the  drinking  habits  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  and  in  their  general  sobriety,  witness  denying  however  that  this  is 

at  all  attributable  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  9866.  9898-991 1.  9964-9985 Great 

difficulty  in  making  any  impression  on  the  class  of  habitual  drunkards,  9868. 

Expediency  of  improved  homes  for  artizans  and  of  facilities  for  recreation  as  a means  of 

attracting  them  from  the  public-house,  9868 Less  mischief  from  public-house 

drinking  than  from  home-drinking,  9989-0998 Views  of  several  of  the  Roman 

Catholic  Bishops  adverse  to  the  Sunday  Closing  Act.  9999-10003. 

Ross  Diocese.  Unanimous  resolution  passed  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  the  diocese 
of  Ross  in  support  of  tue  Sunday  Closing  Act,  Wigham  6908,  6909. 


S. 

Sabbatarians.  Evidence  in  support  of  the  conclusion  that  the  agitation  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  is  not  so  much  for  the  promotion  of  temperance  as  for  forcing 
Sabbatarian  views  on  the  Roman  Catholic  population  of  Dublin,  Tynan  6593-6604. 

6698-6706.  6711-6714.  6732-6734.  6769-6775 Deprecation  of  Sabbatarianism  as 

applied  to  Roman  Catholics,  witness  justifying  rational  enjoyment  on  Sunday,  ib.  6599- 
6604.  6634-6638.  6649. 

Correction  of  a statement  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  was  fostered  and 
worked  by  Sabbatarians,  Wigham  7022-7036. 

Admission  as  to  the  agitation  against  the  sale  of  drink  on  Sunday  being  promoted 
partly  on  Sabbatarian  grounds,  Sheehan  7622-7625. 

View  of  the  working  classes  that  the  agitation  in  question  is  a Sabbatarian  one, 

Nannetli  7774.  8004,  8005 Statement  that  the  Sabbatarian  feeling  is  underlying 

the  whole  movement  in  Behast  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  Connery  9436. 

See  also  Temperance,  Sfc. 

Saturdays : 

1.  Concurrence  of  Evidence  as  to  the  Excessive  Drinking  on  Saturday  Night, 

and  as  to  the  Expediency  of  Earlier  Closing  on  that  Day. 

2.  Exceptions  taken  to  the  Proposals  for  Earlier  Closing  on  Saturday. 

3.  Conclusions  of  the  Committee. 

1 . Concurrence  of  Evidence  as  to  the  Excessive  Drinking  on  Saturday  Night,  and 

as  to  the  Expediency  of  Earlier  Closing  on  that  Day ; 

Great  abuse  through  excessive  drinking  on  Saturday  night,  witness  recommending 
that  all  licensed  houses  be  closed  at  nine  o’clock  instead  of  at  ten  in  rural  districts,  and 

eleven  in  towns;  he  cannot  speak  for  Dublin,  Reed  128-137.  279,  280.  300-302 

Tendency  to  continued  drinking  on  Sunday  when  men  drink  to  excess  on  Saturday 
night;  effect,  moreover,  in  preventing  attendance  at  a place  of  worship,  ib.  133-136. 

Opinion  that  there  is  need  for  shortening  the  hours  quite  as  much  on  Saturday  evening 
as  on  Sunday ; great  difficulty  in  the  former  case  on  account  of  interference  with  the 

grocery  trade,  Harrel  519,  520 Conclusion  that  the  habits  of  the  people  are  much 

earlier  on  Saturday  night  than  they  used  to  be,  and  that  the  houses  should  be  closed 
in  Dublin  City  area  at  ten,  and  the  rest  of  the  exempted  district  at  nine,  ib.  521- 
527.  663. 

, Views  of  witness  in  1877  in  favour  of  closing  on  Saturday  evening  at  eight,  on 
account  of  the  great  waste  of  wages  in  drink,  much  the  worst  drunkenness  of  the  week 

being 
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SATURDA  YS — continued. 

1.  Concurrence  of  Evidence  as  to  the  Excessive  Drinking,  £fc. — continued. 

being  on  Saturday,  O’Donel  1020,  1021.  1023 Grounds  for  tbe  opinion  now  formed 

by  witness  that  the  hour  of  closing  on  Saturday  should  be  ten  (instead  of  eleven),  though 
a still  earlier  closing  might  gradually  be  adopted ; reference  hereon  to  the  practice  of 
late  marketing  on  Saturday  night,  ib.  1021-1024.  1061-1063.  1092,  1093.  1097.  1114. 
1123,  1124.  1132.  1150,  1151.  1178,  1179. 

Payment  of  wages  in  Belfast  usually  made  on  Saturday  mornings,  and  occasionally 

on  Fridays,  Cameron  1309 Approval  of  shortening  the  hours  in  Belfast,  on  Saturday' 

nights  to  nine  or  ten  o’clock,  Sir  J.  H.  Haslett  1690, 1691 Recommended  closing  at 

nine  on  Saturday,  Davis  1899,  1900.  2015-2026.  2148;  Spillane  10014. 

Belief  that  no  serious  inconvenience  would  arise  as  regards  marketing  on  Saturday 
night  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  on  nine  o’clock,  Hickson  2361,  2362.  2450-2454; 

Wigham  7043-7047  ; Power  9797-9799 Ample  time  lor  the  working  people  to  do 

their  marketing  on  Saturday  afternoons  in  Limerick,  Jennings  5785-5788 Suggestion 

that  the  hour  for  closing  on  Saturday  should  be  eight  o’clock,  ib.  5789 Opinion  that 

the  Saturday  night  drinking  is  far  more  deleterious  to  the  people  than  that  during  the 
rest  of  the  week,  Falhiner  6171. 

Insufficiency  of  the  existing  attractions  out  of  doors,  such  as  they  are,  for  keeping 

down  drinking  on  Saturday  night  in  Dublin,  Tynan  6679-6685 Strong  public  fee  ling 

in  Dublin  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday;  belief  that  no  serious  inconvenience 

would  arise  if  the  houses  were  closed  at  nine  o’clock,  Wigham  7002-7007- Still 

stronger  feeling  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  favour  of  earlier  Saturday  closing  than 

of  toial  Sunday  closing,  ib.  7008-7010 Expediency  of  the  houses  closing  at  seven  on 

Saturday,  ib.  7241. 

Great  importance  attached  to  closing  on  Saturday  (in  Cork)  at  eight  or  nine;  facility 
thereby  to  total  Sunday  closing,  Sheehan  7453-74O4.  7568-7573.  7636-7651.  7690. 

7710-7713 Special  mischief  on  Saturday  evening,  men’s  wages  being  largely 

squandered  in  drink,  ib.  7483-7489 Belief  that  the  drunkenness  on  Sunday  morning 

would  not  be  increased  by  earlier  closing  on  Saturday ; necessity,  however,  of  better 
enforcement  of  the  restrictions,  ib.  7636-7670. 

Decided  approval  of  earlier  closing  iu  Dublin  on  Saturday,  chiefly  with  a view  to 
lessen  the  squandering  of  wages  in  drink,  Whyte  8890-8899.  8957.  8960 Improve- 

ment by  closing  at  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday,  though  witness  would  prefer  to  see  the 
public-houses  closed  simultaneously  with  the  workshops,  ib.  9113-9117. 

More  excessive  drinking  in  Belfast  on  Saturday  night  than  on  any  other  night;  great 

waste  of  wages  thereby,  Monro  9173.  9199-9201 Result  of  witness’  experience  at 

Waterford  that  he  found  drunkenness  especially  prevalent  on  Saturday  night,  and  that  a 
curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Saturday  would  be  exceedingly  beneficial,  Power  96 19- 

9625.9638-9643.9646,9647.9652.9721 Suggestion  that  on  Saturday  the  houses 

should  be  closed  at  ten  o’clock  instead  of  at  eleven,  Roynane  9851,  9852.  9912.  10004, 
10005. 

Evidence  in  support  of  Saturday  closing  at  eight  o’clock  ; belief  that  in  Coik  this  would 
cause  no  hardship  on  the  score  of  marketing,  Healy  10183-10189.  10260-10266.  10326, 

10g?,7 Enormous  majority  of  the  people  of  Cork  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on 

Saturday;  large  majority  to  a similar  effect  throughout  Ireland,  ib.  10189-10191. 

10431-10434.  1043S Special  importance  attached  to  earlier  closing  on  Saturday; 

lamentable  expenditure  of  wages  in  drink  on  Saturday  night,  ib.  10431-10438. 

Great  advautage  to  the  working  classes  if  the  houses  were  closed  at  seven  on 
Saturday ; opinion  that  no  hardship  would  be  caused  as  regards  marketing,  Troy 
10759 — 10764.  10846,  10847. 

2.  Exceptions  taken  to  the  Proposals  for  Earlier  Closing  on  Saturdays  : 

Grounds  for  objecting  to  closing  the  public-houses  on  Saturday  night  earlier  than 
eleven  o’clock ; large  amount  ol  business  transacted  in  Sligo  on  Saturday  nights 
between  nine  and  eleven,  M‘Hugh  2519,  2520.  2565-2567.  2705-2712.  2741-2747. 

2958-2963 Evidence  to  the  effect  that  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  nights  vvould  lead 

to  great  abuses ; belief  that  the  people  regard  these  restrictions  as  a species  of  coercion, 
Murphy  510 1.  5104-5121.  5149-5158.  S^g.  51 78-5*83.  5455"5457'  547°“5476 
Conclusion  that  if  the  houses  were  closed  earlier  on  Saturdays  it  would  lead  to  people 
taking  large  quantities  of  drink  to  their  homes,  ib.  5107.  5162-5169.  5380-5382.  5471- 
5476- 

Probability  that  the  proportion  of  drunkenness  in  Dublin  on  Saturday  evening  is 
excessive,  though  witness  is  adverse  to  any  curtailment  of  the  hours,  Nannefti  8135- 

8142 Excessive  amount  of  drinking  in  Dublin  chiefly  on  Saturday  night.;  undue 

255.  3 Z restriction, 
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SATURDA  KS — continued. 

2.  Exceptions  taken  to  the  Proposals  for  Earlier  Closing  on  Satardays continued. 

restriction,  however,  if  the  licensed  houses  were  closed  at  nine  on  Saturdays  Byrne 
8441-8451,8474.  - ’ 

Way  in  which  earlier  closing  in  Cork  on  Saturday  would  be  attended  with  great 
inconvenience  to  large  numbers  of  the  working  classes  ; reference  hereon  to  the  practice 
as  to  payment,  of  wages,  Crean  8574-8589.  8699-8704. 

Witness  has  no  decided  opinion  upon  the  question  of  earlier  closing  in  Belfast  on 
Saturday,  but  it  would  be  regarded  by  the  people  as  coercive  legislation,  Convery  9444- 

9446 It  would  be  a hardship  as  regards  marketing,  &c.,  upon  many  of  the  working 

classes  in  Belfast  if  the  houses  were  closed  before  eleven  o’clock  on  Saturday,  ib.  9544- 
9553-; — The  Committee  might  make  the  experiment  of  closing  at  ten  on  Saturday 
but  witness  does  not  recommend  the  change,  ib.  9587,  9588.  9595.  9603-9608. 

3.  Conclusions  of  the  Committee: 

Strong  evidence  given  by  the  witnesses,  with  few  exceptions,  in  favour  of  curtailing  the 
hours  of  sale  on  Saturdays,  Rep.  iv. 

Conclusion  of  the  Committee  that  a great  deal  of  the  excessive  drinking  on  Saturday 
nights,  and  much  of  the  squandering  of  the  wages  of  the  working  classes,  would  be 
avoided  if  the  public-houses  were  closed  on  that  day,  and  that  such  a measure  would  be 
supported  by  public  opinion  generally  throughout  Ireland,  Rep.  iv. 

Recommendation  that  all  houses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  be  closed  at 
nine  p.m.  on  Saturdays,  Rep.  iv. 

See  also  Belfast,  8.  Cash  Payments.  Clonmel.  Cork,  5.  Dublin. 

Kilkenny.  Limerick,  1.  Londonderry.  Sligo.  Waterford. 

Shebeens : 

Comparatively  limited  operation  of  shebeens  and  unlicensed  houses,  the  main  body  of 

publicans  being  a highly  respectable  class,  Rush  309-312 Belief  that  a further 

curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  would  not  increase  shebeening,  if  the  additional 
regulations  proposed  by  witness  be  carried  out,  Harrel  47 4.  707.  821-824.  961. 

Inability  of  the  police  to  detect  all  the  cases  of  shebeening  in  Dublin,  especially  if  the 
licensed  houses  be  entirely  closed  on  Sunday,  O’Donel.  1034,  1035.  1043.  1049,  1050. 

1118-1121 Suggestions  for  the  more  effectual  punishment  of  shebeen-beepers  ib 

1050,  1051. 

Strong  leeling  that  fresh  legislation  is  necessary  to  put  down  shebeens  and  to  make 

bogus  clubs  difficult  of  establishment,  Cameron  1459.1464,  1465.  1491 Suggestions 

as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  law  might  be  improved  in  regard  to  shebeening  and  illeo-al 
trading  generally ; necessity  for  giving  increased  powers  to  the  police  for  the  purpose  of 

checking  shebeens,  and  the  formation  of  bogus  clubs,  ib.  1517-1535.  1587 Opinion 

that  the  liquor  supplied  to  shebeen  houses  by  publicans  is  of  the  very  worst  kind  ib- 
1657-1662. 

Strong  opinion  that  the  law  should  be  amended  in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  shebeen 
houses;  entire  incompetency  of  the  present  law  to  grapple  with  this  very  great  evil, 

Davis  1898.  1901-1907.  1962-1964.  2027-2030.  2107-2113.  2201-2202 -Belief  that 

shebeens,  of  which  there  are  some  in  Cork,  are  the  worst  possible  evil  in  connection  with 
drinking ; danger  of  increasing  their  number  if  public-houses  are  entirely  closed  on 
Sundays,  O’Rn'en.  3335-3339.  3381,  3382.  ■ 

Evidence  to  the  effect  that  with  slightly  extended  powers  the  police  would  be  able  to 
put  down  shebeens  in  Waterford  if  the  public-houses  were  entirely  closed  on  Sundays; 
insignificant  amount  of  shebeening,  even  if  it  exists  at  all,  in  the  country  districts  of 

Waterford,  Bull  3791-3801.  3S22.  3868-3871.  3906,3907.  3943-3946.3957,3058 

Belief  that  shebeening  does  not  prevail  to  any  great  extent  in  Londonderry  ; suggestion 
that  the  penalty  for  this  offence  should  be  imprisonment  without  the  option  of  ° fine 
Foley  4373-4376.  4442. 

Very  bad  drink  supplied  in  shebeens;  aggravation  of  shebeening  on  Sunday  if 
further  restrictions  be  placed  upon  the  use  of  the  licensed  houses.  Tynan  6536-6544 

Belief  that  the  shebeen-keepers  doctor  the  whiskey  which  they  sell;  whether  new  or 

doctored  the  drink  is  much  worse  than  that  sold  in  the  licensed  houses,  ib.  668Q-6604. 
6740-6742.  y 

Readiness  expressed  by  the  police  in  Dublin  to  suppress  shebeens,  if  tbev  had  the 

Power,  Whyte  9124 Great  vigilance  required  on  die  part  of  the  police  in  Waterford 

for  the  suppression  of  shebeening  ; limited  evil  likely  to  arise  on  this  score  as  a result  of 
Sunday  closing,  Power  9627-9629.  9661-9676.  9800-— Establishment  of  severa 
shebeens  in  Youghal  and  other  towns  since  the  Act  of  1878;  immorality  at  many  o 
these  places,  whilst  the  drink  is  of  the  worst  description,  Ronaune  9831-9833.  0872 
9874.9909-9911. 

Absence 
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Shebeens—  continued. 

Absence  of 'shebeening  in  Cork  and  throughout  the  south  of  Ireland,  Healy  10168 

Wretched  stuff  sold  in  shebeens  as  compared  with  the  drink  supplied  by  publicans. 

Ward  10934-10936.  11045-11048 Objection  to  total  Sunday  closing  as  tending  to 

increase  the  evil  of  shebeening  in  the  larger  towns,  ib.  no  10-11019. 

Return  (submitted  by  Mr.  Reed)  showing  the  number  of  convictions  against  shebeens 
and  hawkers  of  spirits,  in  each  of  the  years  1873  to  1887,  for  illegally  selling  intoxicating 
liquors,  from  eleven  p.m.  on  Saturdays  to  seven  a.m.  on  Mondays,  and  other  days  of  the 
week  respectively,  App.  464,  465.  J 


See  also  Belfast,  7.  Clonmel  Cork,  3.  Dublin.  5. 
Penalties.  Sligo.  Waterford. 


Limerick,  3. 


Sheehan,  The  Rev.  Canon.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Extensive  experience  of  witness 
as  to  the  habits  and  condition  of  the  lower  classes  in  Cork  ; he  is  administrator  of  a very 
poor  parish  in  that  city,  and  is  president  of  the  Society  of  the  Holv  Family  and  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Society,  7401-7417.  7491-7501. 

Great  contrast  between  the  condition  of  the  homes  and  families  of  men  who  drink  to 

excess  and  the  homes  and  families  of  sober  men,  7407,  7408.  7675-7679 Feelino-  of 

the  majority  of  the  Woman  Catholic  clergy  of  Cork  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  of  the 
public-houses,  and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  evening,  7418-7423.  7502-7507. 

Explanation  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  (he  Corporation  of  Cork  passed 
certain  resolutions  adverse  to  Sunday  closing;  large  number  of  vintners  in  the  Corpora- 

tion,  7425-7431.  7508-7522 Particulars  respecting  some  largely  attended  meetings, 

at  one  of  which  a resolution  was  passed  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  whilst  another 
meeiing  (that  of  the  trades)  passed  a resolution  adverse  to  any  extension  of  the  present 
Act,  7432 -74o2-  7523-75fio. 

Intimate  knowledge  of  witness  as  to  the  views  of  the  people  of  Cork  generally  ; belief 
that  the  great  majority  would  approve  of  opening  for  only  two  hours  on  Sunday,  jointly 
with  earlier  Saturday  closing  ; unanimity  011  the  latter  question,  7451-7454.  7561-7573 
Great  importance  attached  to  closing  on  Saturday  at  eight  or  nine;  facility  thereby 

to  total  Sunday  closing,  7453-7464.  7568-7573.  7636-7651.  7690.  77)0-7713 

Decided  opinion  of  witness  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sunday,  the  advantages  far  out- 
weighing the  disadvantages;  difficulty  unless  there  be  earlier  closing  on  Saturday, 
7455-7464-  7476-  7600-7630.  7714. 7716  et  seq. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  shebeening  would  not  be  developed  in  Cork  by  total 
closing;  limited  mischief  likely  to  arise  from  bogus  clubs,  7465-7470.  7610-7621.  7666. 

el  seq. Beneficial  working  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  Cork,  and  of  the  shortening 

of  the  hours;  great  drawback  through  the  very  inefficient  administration  of  the  Ac£ 

7473-7477-  7608.  7689,  7690 Grave  scandal  in  the  administration  of  the  law 

in  Cork;  difficulty  through  the  police  being  in  uniform,  7474-7477.  7651 -7656.  7689, 
7690. 

Decided  opinion  that  excessive  home-drinking  does  not  now  exist  in  Cork,  and  would 
not  be  engendered  to  any  serious  extent  by  total  closing  of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday, 
7478-7482.  7615-7620.  7636  et  seq.— — Special  mischief  on  Saturday  evenings,  men’s 
wages  being  largely  squandered  in  drink,. 7483-7489. 

Dissent  from  the  view  that  the  great  majority  of  the  working  cHsses  of  Cork  would 

regard  Sunday  closing  as  class  legislation,  7574“7579 Hardship  if  bond  Jidc  travellers 

could  not  obtain  moderate  refreshments  and  drink  on  Sunday,  it  being  very  desirable, 
however,  to  increase  the  distance  test  to  six  miles,  7580-7599. 

Decreasing  amount  of  drunkenness  in  Cork  owing  to  various  causes;  expediency, 
however,  of  total  closing  of  the  public-houses  on  Sunday,  in  order  to  expedite  further 

improvement,  7600-7609 Further  statement  to  the  effect  that  tolal  dosing  would 

pi obably  cause  some  evasion  of  the  law,  but  not  any  great  increase  of  shebeening  or 

home  drinking,  7610-7621.  7626-7630.  7656  et  seq.-,  7714-7716 Admission  as  to  the 

agnation  against  the  sale  of  drink  on  Sunday  being  promoted  partly  011  Sabbatarian 
grounds,  7622-7625. 

Good  effect  being  produced  in  Cork  by  the  operation  of  the  Artizans’ Dwellings  Act, 

7633-7635 Belief  that  the  drunkenness  on  Sunday  morning  would  not  be  increased 

by  earlier  closing  on  Saturday;  necessity,  however,  of  better  enforcement  of  the 

restrictions,  7636-7670- Conclusion  generally  that  total  closing  on  Sunday,  especially 

in  conjunction  with  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  and  with  ail  efficient  administration  of 
the  law,  is  exceedingly  desirable  on  several  grounds,  7671-7716. 

Six-day  Licenses.  Decision  between  the  six-day  and  the  seven-day  license  in  the  case  only 
of  publicans’  licenses,  Reed  50,  51. 

Question  considered  whether  all  licensed  houses  might  not  have  six-day  licenses, 
certain  houses  being  exempted  in  favour  of  supplies  to  bond  fide  travellers,  Healu  10407- 

10413. 
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Six-day  Licenses — continued. 

Number  of  public-houses  for  which  six-day  licenses  were  held  on  1st  March  1888, 
Apy.  453- 

Slattery,  Mr.  Views  of  Mr.  Slattery,  president  ot  the  South  of  Ireland  Cattle  Trade 
Association,  adverse  to  Sunday  closing  in  Cork,  Crean  8591-8599. 

Sligo  : 

1.  Evidence  in  strong  approval  generally  of  the  working  of  the  Sunday 

Closing  Acts. 

2.  Evidence  to  a contrary  purport. 

1.  Evidence  in  strong  approval  generally  of  the  working  of  the  Sunday  Closing 

Acts : 

Statistics  prepared  by  witness  in  regard  to  arrests  by  the  police  for  drunkenness  and 
other  offences  in  connection  with  drunkenness,  in  each  year  since  1874  ; contention  that 
the  results  indicate  a large  benefit  from  the  total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday, 
Dickson  52320-2333.  2356-2360.  2374,  2375.  2402-2414.  2425-2428.  2476-2479. 

2490-2494.  2505-2509 Large  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  since  1875,  to  be 

accounted  for  by  the  increased  police  force  in  the  town  since  that  year ; increase  of  con- 
victions is  also  partly  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  public-houses,  ib.  2325- 

2330.  2375.  2391,  2392.  2426-2435.  2480,  2481 Belief  that  there  has  not  been  an 

increase  in  drunkenness  proportionate  to  the  number  of  arrests,  ib.  2333. 

Decided  opinion  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  been  most  beneficial  in  the  town  of 
Sligo  and  in  the  rural  district,  and  should  be  continued,  Hickson  2334 — 2337.  2395, 

2396.  2436.2488,2489 Strong  feeling  amongst  all  classes  of  the  people  of  Sligo 

as  to  the  advantage  of  closing  the  public-houses  on  Sunday;  belief  that  there  is  an 
entire  absence  of  any  desire  in  the  opposite  direction  of  re-opening  them,  ib.  2337-2344. 

2397.2488 Unanimous  opinion  of  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  in  favour  of  the 

Act,  ib.  2342, 

Return  showing  the  numbor  of  shebeen  prosecutions  since  the  year  1873;  belief  that 
if  illicit  dealing  exists  at  all  it  is  to  a very  small  extent,  Hickson  2345-2347.  2437- 

2444 Decided  opinion  that  home-drinking  is  not  a serious  evil ; contension  that  the 

people  are  generally  a sober  class,  ib.  2353-2355.  2447-2449 Returns  prepared  by 

witness  of  the  number  of  public-houses  of  all  kinds  in  the  town  ; returns  also  for  those 
throughout  the  county,  ib.  2376-2390.  j 

2.  Evidence  to  a contrary  purport  ; 

Several  points  on  which  witness  disagrees  with  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Hickson, 

M‘Hugh  2568  et  seq. Entire  absence  of  public  expression  of  opinionon  one  side  or  the 

other  in  Sligo  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing,  ib.  2713-2720.  2760-2762.  2772-2778. 

2865-2874.  2932-2934.  2940-2943.  3007-3012 Belief  that  the  majority  of  the 

corporation  is  in  favour  of  opening  the  houses  on  Sundays,  ib.  2990,  2991. 

Considerable  improvements  which  have  been  lately  effected  in  regard  to  artizans’ 

dwellings,  M‘Hugh  3052-3056 Conclusion  that  a police  official  from  the  nature  of 

his  position  cannot  form  a correct,  estimate  of  public  opinion,  ib.  2946,  2947.  3°oo 

Decided  opinion  that  the  toial  closing  of  public-houses,  on  Sunday  leads  to  increased 

drunkenness ; expediency  of  opening  them  on  that  day  between  the  hours  of  two  and 
. five,  ib.  2517,  2518.  2530.  2541.  2964,  2965.  3013-3016.  3037,  3038. 

General  indifference  of  the  better  class  in  Sligo  in  regard  to  this  question  ; belief  that 
it  would  not  be  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the  majority  that  the  public-houses  on 

Sunday  should  be  opened  from  two  till  five,  M‘Hugh  2521-2524.  2654,  2655 Large 

amount  of  illicit  trade  on  Sundays ; belief  that  there  is  at  the  present  time  as  much  drink 
sold  on  Sundays  as  there  would  be  if  all  the  public-houses  in  the  town  were  open,  ib. 
2525-2530.  2550.  2575-2579.  2(561-2668.  2695-2701.  2731-2740.  2765-2768.  2779. 

2831—2844 Strong  opinion  that  the  opening  of  the  public-houses  for  a couple  of 

hours  on  Sunday  would  lead  to  the  total  extinction  of  the  present  illicit  traffic,  ib.  2530 

Increased  evil  of  home-drinking  consequent  on  Sunday  closing,  ib.  2538-2541. 

2565.  2671-2674.  2785-2789.  2804,  2805. 

Statement  that  total  closing  has  already  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  drunkenness 
in  the  town;  astonishment  experienced  by  witness  at  the  large  number  of  cases  of 
drunkenness  on  Sundays  brought  before  the  petty  sessions  notwithstanding  that  the 
public-houses  were  entirely  closed ,MiHugh  2542-2545.  2811-2822.  2826-2830.  2912- 

2928.  3001-3006 Conclusion  that  the  opinion  of  working  men,  as  a class,  is  in  favour 

of  opening  he  public-houses  on  Sunday  ; explanation  that  this  opinion  was  obtained  by 
witness  from  about  ten  representative  working  men,  ib.  2568.  2580,  2581.  2626-2631 
2654,  2655.  2678-2694.  3039-3048.  3060,3061. 

See  also  Police. 

Spillane, 
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Spi/lane,  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Witness,  who  is  manager  of  the  Corpo- 
ration Gas  Works  at  Limerick,  is  a magistrate  lor  the  county  and  for  the  borough  of 
Limerick,  and  was  mayor  of  the  city  in  1870,  and  high  sheriff'  in  1872  ; he  is  in  favour 
of  the  entire  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sunday,  and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday, 
10006-10013.  10107-10113. 

Opinion  that  the  houses  should  be  closed  on  Saturday  at  nine  o’clock  at  the  very 

latest,  10014- Very  little  shebeening  at  Limerick  ; this  evil  can  always  be  kept  down 

by  the  authorities,  1 001 5- 100 17 Unanimity  (with  some  exceptions)  among  employers 

of  labour  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  of  earlier  Saturday  closing,  10018-10022. 

101 14-10119 Statement  showing  that  large  numbers  of  the  working  classes  are  now 

away  from  work  on  Saturday  and  still  more  on  Monday,  wages  being  paid  in  these  cases 
on  Friday  ; statistics  of  employment  at  the  gas  works  in  support  of  this  conclusion, 
10022-10027.  10095-10103.  10120-10150. 

Almost  universal  opinion  of  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Limerick  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing,  10028-10032 Great  evils  of  public-house  drinking  as  com- 
pared with  home  drinking,  10033-10037.  10061-10063 Great  abuse  of  the  bona  fide 

traveller  clause  at  Limerick;  the  limit  of  distance  should  be  extended  to  six  or  seven 
miles,  10038,  10039.  10079-10089.  10104-10106. 

Information  respecting  a very  crowded  public  meeting  at  which  a resolution  was 
passed  by  a great  majority  in  favour  of  entire  Sunday  closing  throughout  Ireland,  1 0032- 

10051 Explanation  that  witness  is  not  a total  abstainer  nor  a Sabbatarian,  though 

he  is  slronody  opposed  to  public-houses  being  open  at  all  on  Sunday,  10052-10062 
Statements  to  the  Corporation  of  Limerick  and  the  associated  trades  having  passed 
resolutions  against  the  (imposed  Bill;  conclusion,  however,  that  the  public  opinion  of  the 
place  is,  by  a large  majority,  in  favour  of  the  Bills,  10064-10076.  10090-10094.  10107- 
10121. 

Sunday  Closing  Association  {Dublin).  Discontinuance  of  the  Association  in  1878 
after  the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act;  subsequent  formation  ol  the  Association 
for  the  Prevention  of  Intemperance,  Wigliam  68:9-6821. 

See  also  Sabbatarians.  Total  Closing  on  Sunday. 


T. 

Temperance,  and  Temperance  Societies.  Large  number  of  temperance  societies  which  are 
connected  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Belfast;  view  taken  by  these  societies 
that  voluntary  temperance  leads  to  good  results,  while  coercive  legislation  leads  to  great 

evil,  Davis  2217-2229 Admission  that  among  a certain  class  of  people  lemperance 

societies  are  more  effectual  in  promoting  temperance  than  any  Act  of  Parliament  could 

be,  Foley  4523-4526 Confusion  in  connection  with  temperance  societies,  these  being 

really  total  abstinence  societies,  Dawson  10495-10498.  10652-10656. 

Views  of  the  bishops  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  of  the  clergy  generally,  on 
the  subject  of  temperance  in  connection  witli  Sunday  closing;  inculcation  of  temperance 
by  members  of  the  sodalities,  these  being  very  numerous  in  Dublin,  Tynan  6634-6650. 
6658—6674.  6802-6804. 

Explanation  that  witness,  though  a total  abstainer,  has  no  objection  to  other  men 
drinkintr  so  long  as  they  do  so  in  moderation,  Crean  8658-8674 Witness  is  neither 

■ a total  abstained  nor  a Sabbatarian  though  he  is  strongly  opposed  to  public-housds  being- 
opened  at  all  on  Sunday,  Spillane  10052-10062. 

Theatre  Licenses.  Very  few  theatre  licenses  in  Ireland  for  the  sale  of  drink;  prohibition 
upon  sale  thirty  minutes  before  and  thirty  minutes  after  the  performance,  Reed  9-1 1. 

Toole,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  Mayor  of  Waterford  ; witness  is  also 
the  owner  of  a public-hous»  which  was  left  him  by  will,  but  he  gets  no  profit  from  it, 
4054-4062.  4219-4222.  4300-4305.  4346,  4347. 

Information  as  to  the  action  of  the  Waterford  Corporation  in  regard  to  the  Sunday 
Closino-  Act ; desire  of  the  corporation  that  the  present  law  should  not  be  disturbed,  4063- 
4075.4084,  4085.  4088.  4208-4218.  4224-42-26.  4243-4252.  4274-4277.  4318-4.320. 

4336-4343 Opinion  that  there  are  at  present  some  shebeen-houses  in  Waterloid  ; 

decided  view  that  these  houses  and  illicit  drinking,  generally,  would  be  increased  by  the 
total  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays,  and  by  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  evenings, 
4075-4083.4160-4167.4196,4197. 

Contention  that  the  improvement  of  the  artizans’  dwellings  is  the  main  solution  of  the 
question  of  drunkenness  ; doubtful  benefit  of  passing  Acts  of  Parliament  in  the  hope  of 

curiho-  this  evil,  4085-4087.  4169-4171 Danger  of  increasing  home-drinking  if  the 

hours’of  closino- are  further  curtailed  ; very  small  amount  of  home-drinking  in  Waterford 
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Toole,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  liis  Evidence) — continued. 

at  the  present  time,  4089-4091.  4096-4100.  4137 Opinion  also  that  bogus  clubs 

would  be  established,  which  would  prove  much  worse  than  properly  conducted  public- 
houses,  4092-4095,  4123,  4124.  4265. 

. Details  of  the  acti.-n  which  has  been  taken  in  Waterford  by  public  bodies  and  the 
inhabitants  generally,  upon  this  question;  entire  absence  of  a desire  for  further  legisla- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing,  4101-4142.  4189,  4190.  4253-4263.  4274-4277. 

4284-4299.  4306-4333 Desire  of  the  working  classes  to ' leave  things  as  they  are 

4129-4136. 

Decided  opinion  that  the  present  law  is  not  effectively  administered  by  the  police  in 
Waterford;  grounds  upon  which  this  conclusion  is  formed,  4143-4148.  4152-4155. 

41 60-4 162.  4192-4194.  4269-4273 Belief  that  a uniform  and  strict  application  of 

the  existing  law  would  result  beneficially  and  make  further  legislation  unnecessary; 
expediency  of  more  severely  punishing  people  found  on  premises  at  improper  hours, 
4156-4159.  4169,  4170.  4185-4188.  4198-4202.  4231, 4232. 

Calculation  that  the  bona  fide  traveller  clause  is  not  abused  to  any  great  extent  ; sug- 
gestion that  the  amount  of  refreshment  supplied  to  bond  fide  travellers  might  be  limited 

in  extent,  4173-4184.  4203-4207.  4233,  4234.  4344,4345 Improvement  in  the  city 

ot  Waterford,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  return  of  Sunday  arrests  since  the  year  1874; 
belief  (hat  toe  number  of  arrests  by  the  police  has  been  increased  during  (he  last  year 
for  political  motives,  4235-4242.  J 

Total  Closing  on  Sunday  (Extension  of  the  Act  of  1878): 

Examination  (o  the  effect  that  there  is  a large  majority  in  favour  of  total  closing  on 
Sunday  in  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  but  that  there  are  certain  classes 
who  make  moderate  and  reasonable  use  of  the  public-houses,  and  that  their  views  should 
be  inquired  into  and  considered  before  any  further  legislation,  Reed  141-171.  212.  225- 
227.  237— 239  Concurrence  in  the  view  that  the  wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
people,  if  in  favour  of  tofal  closing  on  Sunday,  should  be  attended'  lo ; consideration  of 
the  best  means  for  ascertaining  the  wishes  of  the  people  on  the  subject,  ib.  211-210  230- 
236.  287-291.  y 0 

Four  chief  reasons  generally  urged  by  those  who  object  to  Sundav  closing;  decree  of 

weight  attached  to  each  of  these,  Barrel  471  et  seq. Adherence  of  witness°to  the 

opinion  which  he  has  always  entertained  adverse  to  total  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin  or 
Belfast,  ib.  669-672.  745-748. 

Grounds  for  the  opinion  that  in  provincial  towns  generally  the  houses  might  bene- 
fiend  y be  closed  altogether  on  Sunday;  exceptional  reasons  which  apply  to  large  centres 
like  Dublin  and  Belfast,  Barrel  672—684. 

Adherence  of  witness  to  the  views  expressed  by  him  in  1877  strongly  adverse  to  total 
closing  on  Sunday  in  Duolm,  as  sure  to  result  in  a great  increase  in  the  number  of 
sheebeen  houses  and  in  increased  demoralisation,  O’Donel  1017.  1034.-1030.  10=13-10^ 
1069-1072.1084,1085.1118-1x22.  M csy  1055. 

Existence  of  total  Sunday  closing  in  several  towns  throughout  Ireland,  such  as  Gal- 
way and  Kilkenny,  Cameron  1355 Admission  that  there  are  certain  persons  (as  in 

Belfast)  who  would  suffer  inconvenience  by  the  total  closing  of  the  public-houses  • 
opinion,  however,  that  where  opening  them  would  be  harmful  to  the  bulk  of  the  popula- 
tion this  inconvenience  should  not  be  considered,  ib.  1476-1479.  1636,  1637. 

Conclusion  that  the  attempt  at  evasion  and  other  evils  consequent  upon  the  operation 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  are  not  to  be  compared  with  the  beneficial  consequences  of 
the  law  itself,  Falkiner  6193-6200. 

Institution  of  a house-to-house  canvass  taken  in  Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick  and 

YVaterford,  in  1882,  which  showed  a very  large  majority  in  each  case  in  favour  of  total 
closing  on  Sunday;  increased  majority  since  the  application  of  the  Act  of  1878,  Wiqham 

6822-6837 Check  to  the  agitation  in  favour  of  the  extension  of  Sunday  closino-  to 

the  exempted  towns  on  account  of  Mr.  Gladstone’s  Government  havino-  ao-reed  to 
support  such  extension,  ib.  6855-6864. 

Total  of  693  replies  received  in  response  to  upwards  of  1,000  circulars  sent  to  persons 
it- • , ere?t  Parts  ot  Deland;  how  these  were  selected,  and  character  of  the  replies 

rvigham  6917-6925;  7 1 14-7123.  7209 Numerous  replies  received  in  the  affirmative 

to  the  query  whether  the  Act  should  be  extended  to  the  five  exempted  towns,  ib  6922. 

Decided  opinion  that  there  should  be  total  closing  on  Sunday  in  Dublin  and  the  other 
exempted  towns,  the  evil  of  drunkenness  being  much  greater  in  the  large  towns  than  in 
the  country,  Wigham  7040-7042 Advantage  of  a house-to-house  canvass  as  com- 

pared with  public  meetings,  for  ascertaining  public  opinion  on  the  question  at  issue 
ib.  7160-7165.  u ’ 

Conclusion 
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Total  Closing  on  Sunday  ( Extension  of  the  Act  of  1878)— continued. 
Conclusion  generally  that  total  closing  on  Sunday,  especially  in  conjunction  with 
earlier  closing  on  Saturday  and  with  an  efficient  administration  of  the  law,  is  exceedingly 
desirable  on  several  grounds,  Sheehan  7456-7464.  74?6.  7600.  7620  et  seq. ; 7671-771 6. 


Conclusion  thn  any  advantages  from  total  Sunday  closing  in  Dublin  would  be  far 
outweighed  by  the  increase  of  ,shebeemng  and  of  immorality,  Nannetti  7802-7800 
7907-7909. 7952-7957-  8085-8099.  / y / yy. 

Numerous  and  influential  signatures  10  certain  declarations  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing 
in  the  Dublin  district;  also  throughout  Ireland,  Whyte  8962-8975. 

Opinion  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  should  be  extended  to  Cork,  and  to  all  the 
exempted  cities,  and  that  no  serious  inconvenience  would  result,  Healy  10180-10182 
•—Expediency  of  vigilant  enforcement  of  the  Act,  if  made  general,  as  strongly 

advocaied  by  witness  ib.  10345-10351.  10357-10362.  10368-10371 Approval  of  the 

immediate  adoption  of  entire  bunday  closing  in  the  large  towns  rather  than  of  gradual 
curtailment  of  the  hours,  ib.  10368-10371. 

Resolution  of  the  Committee  (adopted  by  a majority  of  seven  to  four)  lo'the  effect 
that  the  result  of  the  evidence  was  to  establish  the  expediency  of  at  once  extending  total 
Sunday  closing  to  the  cities  and  towns  now  exempted.  Hep.  iii,  iv.  xxi. 

.See  also  Act  of  1878.  Belfast.  Clergy.  Clonmel.  Clubs,  Sfc.  Cork. 

Country  Districts.  Dinner  Beer.  Drunkenness.  Dublin.  Glasqow. 

Home  Drinking.  Legislation.  Limerick , 1.  Shebeens.  Sliqo.  Waterford. 

Working  Classes. 

Trade.  Serious  evil  resulting  from  Sunday  drunkenness  in  the  consequent  loss  to  trade, 
and  also  to  numbers  of  sober  workmen  who  lose  their  employment  by  the  absence  of  the 
drunken  men  on  Monday,  Cameron  1269-1276. See  also  Employment. 

Travellers : 


1.  Concurrence  of  Evidence  as  to  the  Abuse  under  the  Bond  Fide  Traveller 

Clause,  and  as  to  the  Expediency  of  an  Extension  of  the  Distance  Test. 

2.  Conditions  and  Restrictions  suggested  as  to  the  Class  of  Houses  for  supply- 

ing Travellers  on  Sundays. 

3.  Proceedings  before  Magistrates. 

4.  Suggestions  in  connection  with  the  Abolition  of  the  Clause  in  Question. 

5.  Proposed  Action  of  the  Local  Authority  of  each  Town  in  fixing  the  Distance 


6.  Evidence  adverse  to  any  Increase  of  Restrictions. 

7.  Conclusions  of  the  Committee. 


1.  Concurrence  of  Evidence  as  to  the  Abuse  under  the  Bond  Fide  Traveller 
Clause,  and  as  to  the  Expediency  of  an  Extension  of  the  Distance  Test : 

Exemptions  in  force  under  the  Act  of  1872  as  regards  bond  fide  travellers ; definition 

of  such  persons  under  the  Act  of  1874,  Reed  5 6,57 Reference  to  the  bond  fide 

traveller  question  as  the  principal  defect  of  the  Act  of  1878,  there  being  great  imposition 
on  this  point,  ib.  67.  80,  81.  86-88.  303-305. 

Consideration  of  the  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  question  of  travellers; 
suggestion  that  the  test  of  distance  should  he  increased  from  three  miles  to  six,  Reed 

80-82.  86-98;  Sheehan  7580-7599 Limited  facilities  for  imposition  if  six  miles 

instead  of  three  were  the  test  of  a bond  fide  traveller;  objection  to  a ten-mile  limit, 
Reed  182,  183. 

Great  abuse  in  connection  with  the  bond  fide  traveller  question  ; suggestion  that  the 
definition  lie  made  much  more  strict,  and  that  the  test  of  distance  be  increased  to  six 

or  seven  miles  (instead  of  three),  Harrel  483-504 Increase  of  evasion  chiefly  in  the 

case  of  bond  fide  travellers  (so-called)  since  the  shortening  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  in 
Dublin;  further  evidence  hereon  as  to  the  expediency  of  enlarging  the  distance  test, 
ib.  610-614.  623-633.  683-687.  737-744.  749,  750.  889-912.  953-957- 

Opinion  that  the  bond  fide  traveller  clauses  form  the  chief  blot  in  the  1872  Act; 
expediency  (if  these  clauses  be  retained)  of  extending  the  limit  of  distance  to  seven  miles, 

Cameron  1523-1525- Large  number  of  people  who  come  into  Belfast  on  Sunday 

from  country  villages  in  order  to  utilise  the  facility  for  drinking;  a train  comes  from 
Lisburn  on  Sunday  afternoons  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  “dmnken  train,”  ib. 
L576-1579 Disorderly  state  in  which  the  passengers  by  this  train  return  in  the  even- 

ing, ib.  1579. 

Grounds  for  the  opinion  that  the  privilege  of  exemption  for  bond  fide  travellers  has 
been  grossly  abused,  not  only  in  Belfast,  but  in  all  other  places  ; suggestion  that  the 
limit  of  distance  should  be  increased  to  seven  miles,  at  least,  Davis  1908-1925.  2031- 
255-  3 2 4 2047. 
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TRA  V ELLERS — continued. 

1.  Concurrence  of  Evidence  as  to  the  Abuse , Sfc. — continued. 

2047.  2230-2242.  2291 Considerable  abuse  of  the  section  of  the  Act  relating  to  bond 

fide'traveUeis  ; expediency  of  increasing  the  limit  of  distance  to  five  or  six  miles,  Hickson 
*363-2370-  *455-2461-  2503- 

Details  as  to  the  working  in  Cork  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  of  the  Act;  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  limit  of  distance  from  three  to  seven  miles,  though  as  a 
magistrate  witness  has  had  to  deal  with  very  few  cases  of  abuse  of  that  clause,  Gardiner 
3086-3088.  3124-3127.  3565,  3566.  3618-3629.  3647-3657-  3682-3686— Consider- 
able amount  of  abuse  in  Waterford  under  this  clause  of  the  Act;  conclusion  that  the 
limit  of  distance  under  this  clause . should  not  be  less  than  six  miles,  RwZZ  3732-3734. 
3802-3818.  39 1 3-39 '5-  3947-3950.  3971-3978-  4037-4045- 

Concurrence  in  the  view  that  the  bond  fide,  traveller  clause  of  the  Act  is  very  seriously 
abused  ; expediency  of  increasing  the  distance  of  limitation  to  seven  miles,  Foley  4392- 
4400.4418.4475-4508.  4574-4581.  4602-4605.4620-4622;  Invin  5927-5932.  5961- 
5670.  6007-6012.  6034-6036.  6046-6051.  6055,  6056;  Considine  6277-6289.  6320- 

6329.  6333-6339 Argument  that  the  effect  of  the  three-mile  radius  is  merely  to  oblige 

people  who  want  drink  to  travel  that  distance;  considerable  extent  to  which  this  is 
done  for  that  object  in  Derry,  Foley  4393-4398. 

Evidence  as  to  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  radius  under  the  bond  fide  traveller 
clause  of  the  Bill  ; decided  approval  of  extending  the  distance  from  three  to  five  or 
seven  miles,  Sir  W.  Miller  4736-4739.  4744-4771.  4830-4836.  4840.  4843-4854. 

4883-4889 Strong  view  that  the  clause  is  systematically  abused;  expediency  of 

increasing:  the  distance  under  that  clause  to  at  least  six  miles,  Jennings  557*2-5581. 
5670-5683.  5740-5743-  5804-5807.  5880-5887. 

Doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  any  further  restrictions  in  Limerick  upon  the  question 
of  bond  fide  travellers,  though  the  test  of  distance  might  be  increased  to  five  miles, 

O’Keeffe  8231-8235.  8259,8260 Great  abuse  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  at 

Limerick  ; the  limit  of  distance  should  be  extended  to  six  or  seven  miles,  Spillane 
10038,  10039.  10079-10089.  10104-10106. 

Absurdity  of  the  three-mile  limit  under  the  bona  fide  clause  ; expediency  of  extension 
to  six  miles,  Healy  10175-10179.  10352-10357 Suggestion  that  the  limit  be  ex- 

tended to  ten  miles,  and  that  drink  should  only  be  obtainable  at  places  where  food  and 
beds  are  provided,  Troy  10750. 

2.  Conditions  and  Restrictions  suggested  as  to  the  Class  of  Houses  for  supplying 
Travellers  on  Sim  days  : 

Importance  of  the  proviso  in  the  Bill  that  every  licensed  house  supplying  drink  to 
bond  fide  travellers  on  Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  or  Good  Friday,  must  contain  at  least 
four  sleeping  apartments  for  travellers,  and  be  otherwise  constructed  as  an  inn  or  hotel; 

modifications  suggested  on  this  point,  Reed  99.  184-193 Special  provisious  desirable 

as  to  ihe  accommodation  in  houses  supplying  bond  fide  travellers,  and  as  to  other  require- 
ments when  renewal  certificates  are  granted  ; relerence  hereon  to  the  law  in  Scotland,  ib. 

99—  1 07 Grounds  for  suggesting  that  an  eating-bar  be  provided  in  every  house  where 

bond  fide  travellers  are  entertained,  ib.  101-104 Expediency  of  poor  men  when 

travelling  on  Sunday  having  the  same  facilities  as  the  rich  in  obtaining  refreshment,  ib. 

188-193.  220-222 Minimum  of  valuation  contemplated  in  respect  of  houses  licensed 

for  supplying  bond  fide  travellers,  ib.  297-299. 

Proposal  that  only  hotel-keepers  and  restaurant-keepers  be  allowed  to  supply  bond 
fide  travellers,  except  that  under  certain  restrictions  exemption  orders  might  be  granted 

to  publicans  to  give  such  supply,  Harrel  505-515.  687-690.  893-908 Advantage  of 

peimitting  only  licensed  houses  of  a special  character  to  serve  bond  fide  travellers  on 

Sundays,  Jennings  5885-5887 Expediency  of  restricting  the  bond  fide  traveller; 

exemption  to  houses  where  food  is  supplied  as  well  as  drink,  Considine  6284,  6285. 
6322-6324. 

Approval  of  settling  the  bond  fide  traveller  question  by  the  exemption  of  hotels  and 
restaurants,  provided  with  a certain  amount  of  accommodation;  difficulty,  however, 
as  to  the  jurisdiction  for  working  such  exemption,  Healy  ioxg6'-i0204.  10323.  10402- 
10416. 

3.  Proceedings  before  Magistrates  : 

Expediency  of  the  onus  of  proof  that  a man  is  a bond  fide  traveller  resting  with  the 

publican  ; provision  to  this  effect  in  the  Act  of  1874,  Reed  82-85 Difficulty  in  any 

case,  irrespectively  of  a distance  test;  ultimate  settlement  by  the  magistrates  after 

hearing  all  the  circumstances,  ib.  86-96 Practice  of  magistrates  to  decide  bond  fide 

traveller  cases  with  reference  entirely  to  the  distance  travelled,  ib.  294-296. 

4.  Suggestions 
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Tra  VEL  LERS — continued. 

4.  Suggestions  in  connection  with  the  Abolition  of  the  Clause  in  Question  : 

Expediency  of  entirely  abolishing  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause,  and  substituting  for 

it  a bond  fide  lodger  clause  ; grounds  for  this  suggestion,  Hamilton  4942-4945.  4999- 

5001 Suggestions  that  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  should  be  done  away  with 

entirely  if  the  public-houses  be  opened  for  a few  hours  on  Sunday-;  Egan  6470—6477. 

Numerous  communications  received  by  witness  as  to  the  difficulties  created  by  the 

clause,  and  in  support  of  the  entire  abolition  of  the  clause,  Wigham  6922-6925 

Opinion  that  the  clause  should  be  abolished  altogether,  and  that  travellers  on  Sunday 
should  be  supplied  only  at  hotels,  ib.  7233-7236.  7243-7245. 

5.  Proposed  Action  of  the  Local  Authority  of  each  Town  in  fixing  the  Distance 

Test : 

Suggestion  that  instead  of  drawing  a hard  and  fast  limit  of  distance  for  the  bond  fide 
traveller,  each  town  should  have  its  limit  regulated  by  the  Privy  Council  on  the  repre- 
sentation from  the  local  authority,  O'Brien  3391-3397. 

Considerable  difficulties  which  exist  in  defining  wha,t  is  a bond  fide  traveller; 
desirability  of  issuing  Orders  in  Council  in  regard  to  the  limit  of  distance  so  as  to  suit 
- the  exigencies  of  special  localities,  Falkiner  6084-6091.  6178-6184.  6203.  6219-6225. 

6.  Evidence  adverse  to  any  Increase  of  Restrictions : 

Concurrence  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  extending  the  bond  fide  traveller  limit  to  six  or 
seven  miles,  M‘Hugh  2615-2621.  2651;  O'Brien  3154-3164-  3353-336 1.  33?8-3399- 

3474-3477 Conclusion  that  it  is  the  people  who  make  a proper  use  of  public-houses 

who  chiefly  suffer  through  the  restrictions  imposed  on  bond  fide  travellers,  O'Brien  3361. 

Contention  that  in  Waterford  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause  is  not  abused  to  any  great 
extent;  suggestion  that  the  amount  of  refreshment  supplied  to  bond  fide  travellers  might 
be  limited  in  extent,  Toole  4173-4184.  4203-4207.4233,  4234.4344,4345 Inex- 

pediency of  increasing  the  limit  cf  distance;  hardship  if  people  could  not  obtain 
refreshment  after  walking  three  or  four  miles,  Murphy  5122-5136.  5260,5261.5477- 

5483 Disapproval  of  any  change  in  the  law  on  the  subject  of  bond  fide  travellers, 

Tynan  6630-6633.  6766-6768. 

Objection  as  regards  Cork  to  any  extension  of  the  distance  test,  Crean  8653 — — 
Approval  of  the  present  law  as  regards  bond  fide  travellers;  objection,  on  the  whole,  to 
any  extension  of  the  three-mile  test,  Convery  9448  9451.  9487-9497.  9562-9566.  9594, 
9595- 

Doubt  as  to  any  beneficial  result  from  an  extension  of  the  distance  test,  Dawson 

10486.  10547,  10548 Conclusion  that  the  test  of  distance  should  not  be  extended 

beyond  three  miles,  llonayne  9861-9865.  9925-993G Disapproval  of  any  further 

restrictions  in  the  case  of  bond  fide  travellers.  Ward  11028-11030. 

7.  Conclusions  of  the  Committee: 

Conclusion  that  the  exemption  contained  in  the  Licensing  Acts  with  regard  to  bond 

fide  travellers  has  been  much  abused,  Rep.  iii The  result  of  the  shortness  of  the 

qualifying  distance,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  supplying  any  other  test  than  that  of 
mileage,  has  been  that  persons  who  do  not  fairly  come  within  the  description  of  bond 
fide  travellers  are  enabled  to  avail  themselves  of  the  exemption,  ib. 

Great  practical  difficulties  in  working  a restriction  of  the  right  of  supplying  bond  fide 

■ travellers  to  certain  classes  of  licensed  houses.  Rep.  iii,  iv Conclusion  that  the 

abuses  now  experienced  will  be  largely  obviated  by  extending  the  qualifying  distance  to 
six  miles;  recommendation  to  that  effect,  ib.  iv. 

See  also  Dublin,  6. 

Treating.  Large  amount  of  drunkenness  in  Dublin  due  to  treating  and  to  sociality, 

Whyte  8875-8882.  8885-8888.  8893-8898.  9109 Advantage  if  treating  at  public- 

houses  could  be  made  illegal  or  were  stopped  by  moral  influence,  Dawson  10541-10546. 

10572 Belief  that  there  is  much  unwilling  drinking  on  Sunday,  as  well  as  much 

social  drinking,  merely  because  the  public-houses  are  open,  Troy  10736-10738.  10830- 
10835. 

Troy,  Patrick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Representation  by  witness  of  a working 
men’s  club  in  Dublin,  comprising  325  members  (on  the  books),  the  great  majority  being 
Nationalists  and  Catholics,  and  a large  number  being  non-Sabbatarians,  whilst  all  are 
total  abstainers  ; unanimous  feeling  of  the  club  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing  and  earlier 
Saturday  closing,  10695-10710.  10730-10732.  10774-10784.  10811-10818.  10823- 
10829.  10836-10845.  10856-10860. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  large  numbers  of  the  artizans  of  Dublin  who  have 
255.  4 A delegates 
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Troy,  Patrick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
delegates  at  the  General  Trades  Council,  as  well  as  large  numbers  of  working  men  not 
represented  at  the  .Council,  approve  of  Sunday  closing,  and  of  earlier  Saturday  closing, 
. .10711-10729.  1075.1-10758,  10785-10810.  10837,10838.10885,10886. 

Limited  inconvenience  as  regards  dinner  beer  if  the  public- houses  were  entirely  closed 

on  Sunday,  io733-1°735 Excess  of  drinking  merely  because  the  public-house  are 

open,  10736-10738.  10830-10835 Improbability  of  any  excess  of  shebeening  if  the 

licensed  houses  were  closed  ; considerable  exaggeration  on  tins  subject,  10739.  10819- 

. 10822.  10848-10851.  10861-10865 Extensive  experience  of  witness  • throughout 

Ireland  without  ever  hearing  of  any  bogus  clubs;  lie  does  not  apprehend  any  mischief 
on  this  score  from  Sunday  closing,  10740-10743.  10866-10870.  10887. 

Suggestion  that  the  limit  in  the  case  of  bond  fide  travellers  be  extended  to-  hen  miles, 
and  that  drink  should  only  be  obtainable  at  places  where  food  and.  beds  are  provided, 

10744-10750- Great  advantage  to  the  working  classes  if  the  houses  were  closed  at 

seven  on  Saturday;  opinion  that  no  hardship  would  be  caused  as  regards  marketing. 
10759-,07^4-  10846,  10847 — —Poverty  and  misery  due  extensively  to  waste  of  wages 
in  di ink,  10765,  10766. 

Salutary  influence  of  wives  and  children,  so  that  home-drinking  would  not  be  carried 
to  excess  if  there  were  Sunday  closing,  10767-10773.  10852-10855 Beneficial  opera- 

tion of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  country  districts,  where  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  are  in  favour  not  only  of  Sunday  closing,  but  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday, 

10819-10822.  10852.  10878-10884- Much  less  loss  of  employment  on  Monday  in 

country  towns  tiian  in  Dublin,  10871—10877. 

Tynan,  The  Rev.  Patrick  Joseph,  D.D,  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  parish  priest  of 
St.  Michael’s  and  St.  John’s,  Dublin;  was  secretary  to  Cardinal  Cullen  from  1872  till 
1878,  and  to  Cardinal  MacCabe  from  1878  till  his  death,  6513-6517. 

Very  little  value  attached  to  police  statistics  of  Sunday  drunkenness,  as  these  relate 
only  to  the  drinking  in  public-houses  and  sheheens,  whereas  drunkenness  in  Dublin  on 
Sunday  is  chiefly  caused  by  home  drinking,  which  does  not  come  under  the  notice  of 
the  police  at  all,  6519-6523.  6776-6779 Demoralising  effect  of  borne  drinking  upon 

■ the  wives  and  families  of  the  working  classes  ; increase  of  this  evil  if  the  hours  for  which 
the  public-houses  on  Sunday  are  open  were  further  limited,  6520-6524.  6550-6552. 
6569-6574.  6594.  6756-6759'.  6777. 

Great  amount  of  drunkenness  in  Dublin,  both  among  men  and  women;  several  causes 

' to  which  attributable,  6521-6530 Belief,  however,  that  Dublin  compares  favourably 

with  Glasgow  and  other  large  ciiies,  6521,  6522.  6623,  6624 Way  in  which  the 

poverty  of  the  people,  the  unhealthiness  of  their  homes,  the  bad  quality  of  the  drink, 
and  the  want  of  oui-of-door  attractions,  operate  in  increasing  the  amount  of  drunkenness, 

6525-6530.  6688 Conclusion  that  prohibitive  legislation  is  not  a remedy  for  the  evil 

of  Sunday  drunkenness;  belief  that  in  Dublin  it  has  not  had  any  beneficial  action,  6531— 
6535-  6550-6552.  6575. 

Very  bad  drink  supplied  in  shebeens;  aggravation  of  shebeening  on  Sunday  if  further 
restrictions  be:  placed  upon  the  use  of  licensed  houses,-  6536-6544 Belief  as  to  the 

■ very  limited  existence  of  bogus  clubs  in  Dublin;  incentive  to  the  creation  of  these  if  the 

licensed  houses  were  closed,  6545 Beneficial  effect  if  there  were  Sunday  bands  in 

Dublin,,  as  in  continental  cities,  6546-6549 Views  of  witness’  predecessor  in  his 

parish  (though  a total  abstainer)  adverse  to  Sunday  closing,  6550.  6553-6557.  6784- 
6790. 

Explanation  that  witness  was  always  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  in  Dublin  on  Satur- 
; day  evening,  but  that,  since  reading  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Harrel,  be  is  afraid  lest 
earlier  closing  would  greatly  aggravate  the  mischievous  operation  of  shebeens  during  the 

prohibited  hours,  6558-6568.  6577-6592 Conclusion  as  to  shebeening  being  now 

extensively  carried  on  in  the  late  hours  of  Saturday  night  and  the  early  hours  of  Sunday 
, without  the  police  being  able  to  suppress  it,  6558-6565.  6579-6592. 

Opinion  of  the  immense  majority  of  the  parish  priests  in  Dublin  adverse  to  total 

• closing  on  Sunday,  6575,  6576.  6747-6755.  6784-6790 Belief  that  there  are  in 

Dublin  many  more  than  188  shebeens  and  other  unlicensed  places  for  drink,  6591,6502. 

• 6718-6729. 

Evidence  in  support  of  the  conclusion  that  the  agitation  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing 
is  not  so  much  for  the  promotion  of  tempeiance  as  for  forcing  Saibbatariun  views  on  thV 
Roman'Caiholic  population  of  Dublin,  6593-6604.  6698-6706.  6711-6714.  6732-6734. 

. 6769-6775— — Deprecation  of  Sabbatarianism  as  applied  to  Roman  Catholics,  witness 

• justifying  rational  enjoyment  on  Sunday,  6599-6604.  6634-6638.  6649 Permissive 

. sale  of  drink  on  Sunday  in  every  Catholic  country  in  the  world,  660:1. 

Further  statement  as  regards  Saturday  evening  that  if  the -police  can  guarantee  to 
; ke6p  down  shebeening,  witness  would  approve  of  the  earlier  closing  of  public-houses; 

. contemplated  closing  at  ten  in  such  case,  66 05-6608.  6625-6627.  6715-6717.  6764, 6765. 

6780, 
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Tynan,  The  Rev.  Patrick  Joseph,  D.D.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

6780,  6781.  68bl Belief  that  Sunday  elosing  would  never  keep  down  drinking 

amongst  the  artizan  and  labouring  classes,  as  they  would  drink  to  excess  at  home  and  at 
shebeens,  6609-6622.  665 1-66577  6756-6759. 

Conclusion  that  no  alteration  is  expedient  as  regards  the.hours  of  opening  on  Sunday; 
witness  confines  his  evidence  to  Dublin,  both  as  regards  Sunday  and  Saturday  evening, 

6628,  6629.  6640-6643.  6760-6763.  6801 Disapproval  also  of  any  change  in  the 

law  on  the  subject  of  bond  fide  travellers,  6630-6633.  6766-6768. 

Views  of  the  bishops  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  of  the  clergy  generally  on 
the  subject  of  temperance  in  connection  with  Sunday  closing;  inculcation  of  temperance 
by  members  of  the  sodalities,  these  being  very  numerous  in  Dublin, _ 6634-6650.  6658- 

6674.  6802-6804 Explanation  that  Cardinal  Cullen  was  not  in  favour  of  entire 

closing  on  Sunday,  save  in  connection  with  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  evening ; de- 
ception practised  npon  him  in  the  matter  by  the  Sunday  Closing  Association,  6646. 

6658-6663.  6705 Statement  as  to  Cardinal  MacCabe  having  changed  his  views  on 

the  question  of  Sunday  closing,  though  he  was  always  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on 
Saturday,  6646.  6664-6670.  6743-6746. 

Effect  of  drink  in  partly  accounting  for  the  wretched  condition  of  the  houses  of  the 

working  classes  in  Dublin,  6675-6678.  6688 Insufficiency  of  the  existing  all  tactions 

out  of  doors,  such  as  they  are,  for  keeping  down  drinking  on  Saturday  night,  6679- 
6685 Meaus  of  obtaining  drink  at  working  men’s  clubs,  6686,  6687. 

Belief  that  the  shebeen  keepers  doctor  the  whiskey  which  they  sell ; whether  new  or 
doctored,  the  drink  is  much  worse  than  that  sold  in  the  licensed  houses,  6689-6694. 
6740-6742 Anticipated  effect  of  Sunday  closing  in  leading  to  the  extensive  esta- 

blishment of  bogus  clubs,  6695-6697.  6735-6739-  6782,  6783. 

Admission  that  religion  has  not  been  successful  in  suppressing  the  evil  of  drunkenness 
among  women  in  Dublin,  though  its  influence  in  the  cause  of  temperance  is  great,  6707- 

67io.n673o,  6731.  6802-6804 Weight  attached  to  certain  opinions  in  favour  of  well- 

conducted  restaurants  having  some  privilege  as  to  the  hours  for  which  open;  difficulty 
in  drawing  a line  between  these  and  public-houses,  6791-6800. 


W. 

Walsh,  Archdeacon.  Views  of  Archdeacon  Walsh,  now  parish  priest  of  Kingstown,  ad- 
verse to  toial  closing  on  Sun-day,  Tynan  6550.  6553-6557.  6784-6790. 

Ward,  John  Robert.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Long  and  varied  experience  of  witness 
in  the  Dublin  metropolitan  police,  he  having  served  for  thirty  years  in  different 
capacities,  10888-10902.  10973-10977. 

Statement  in  support  of  the  conclusion  that  if  public-houses  were  closed  in  Dublin 
on  Sunday,  it  would  require  an  addition  of  300  men  to  the  police  force  to  keep  down 
shebeening;  practicability  by  this  and  other  means  of  suppressing  the  evil,  10903- 

10924.  10939,  10940.  10980—10996.  11085 Result  ol  witness’  experience  that 

respectable  publicans  are  a check  upon  excessive  dunking,  10925-10938 Wretched 

stuff  sold  in  shebeens  as  compared  with  the  drink  supplied  by  pu  ilieans,  10934-10936. 
11035-11048. 

Belief  that  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  would  cause  an  extension  of  shebeening, 

10089,  10990 Doubt  as  to  drinking  going  on  at  bogus  clubs,  10941.  11025-11027 

-Objection  to  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  as  causing  much  inconvenience  to  the 

lower  classes  on  the  score  of  marketing,  and  as  necessitating  an  increased  police  force 

for  suppressing  shebeening,  10947-10958.10997-11007 Reference  to  the  statistics 

of  arrests  for  drunkenness,  as. including  habitual  drunkards  arrested  over  and  over  again, 
10959-10963.  11024. 

Belief  as  to  public  opinion  in  Dublin  being,  on  the  whole,  adverse  to  Sunday  closing, 

10964-10970 Doubt  as  to  there  being  less  excess  of  drinking  than  in  former  years, 

10977-10979.  1 1020-1 1024 Equal  amount  of  drunkenness  if  the  hours  on  Sunduy 

were  curtailed,  11008,  11009 Conclusion  generally  that  Sunday  closing  is  inex- 
pedient, as  tending  tc  increase  the  evil  of  shebeening,  11010-11019 Disapproval  of 

any  further  restrictions  in  the  case  of  bond  fide  travellers,  11028-11030. 

Examination  as  to  the  action  of  the  police  in  reference  to  drunkenness  and  disorderly 
conduct,  and  the  enforcement  generally  of  the  licensing  laws,  1 1031-1 1041.  11063-11091 

Views  of  Caplaiu  Talbot  in  1877  and  of  other  officers  of  the  police  in  favour  of 

Sunday  closing,  and  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  1 1049-1 1062. 

2g6/  ° 4 A 2 WATERFORD: 
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Waterord: 

Detailed  information  respecting  the  arrests  and  conviction  for  drunkenness,  and 
offences  in  connection  therewith,  in  the  Waterford  district  since  the  year  1874;  both  the 
charges  and  the  convictions  have  been  increasing  year  by  year  since  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  came  into  force.  Bull  3690-3697.  3740-3744.  3851-3858.  3863-3879.  3899-3905“ 

39°9-3912-  3921-3924.  3962-3970.  4-°°6-4022.  4048-4053 Explanations  upon 

return  prepared  by  witness  showing  the  number  and  character  of  the  licensed  public- 
houses ; the  publicans  are  almost  entirely  grocers  as  well,  ib.  3698-3708.  3741- 3884. 
3895-3898.  3952. 

Information  as  to  the  views  held  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing  by  the  inhabitants 
and  by  the  clergy  of  Waterford ; belief  that  the  working  classes  would,  as  a rule,  object 
to  closing  on  Saturday  evenings,  Bull  3709-3721.  3747-3782.-3826-3844.  3986-4000 

Opinion  that  there  is  neither  improvement  nor  deterioration  as  regards  drunkenness 

among  the  working  classes,  ib.  3729-3731.  3769-3782.  3925~392&-  395 1-'  4023- 
4026. 

Suggestion  that  on  Saturdays  the  public-houses  should  be  closed  at  nine,  and  on 
Sundays  open  from  two  to  five  o’clock;  opinion  that  no  serious  inconvenience  would  be 
caused  by  the  adoption  of  these  hours.  Bull  3738,  3739.  3819-3823.  3883-3894.  3934- 

3940 Conclusion  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has  not,  so  far,  very  much  tended  in 

the  direction  of  temperance,  ib.  3861-3867.  3899-3905. 

Information  as.  to  the  action  of  the  Waterford  Corporation  in  regard  to  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act;  desire  of  the  Corporation  that  the  present  law  should  not  be  disturbed, 
Toole  4063-4075.  4084,  4085.  4088.  4208-4218.  4224-4226.  4243-4252.  4274-4277. 

4318-4320.  4336-4343- Opinion  that  there  are  at  present  some  shebeen  houses  in 

Waterford;  decided  view  that  these  houses  and  illicit  drinking  generally  would  be 
increased  by  the  toia!  closing  of  public-houses  on  Sundays,  and  by  earlier  closing  on 
Saturday  evenings,  ib.  4075-4083.  4160-4167.  4196,  4197. 

Details  of  the  action  which  has  been  taken  in  Waterford  by  public  bodies  and  the 
inhabitants  generally  upon  the  Sunday  closing  question;  entire  absence  of  a desire  for 
further  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  Sunday  closing,  Toole  4101-4142.4189,4190. 

4253-4263.  4274.  4277.  4284-4299.  4306-4333- -Improvement  in  the  city,  as  may  be 

seen  from  the  return  of  Sunday  arrests  since  the  year  1874  ; belief  that  the  number  of 
arrests  by  the  police  has  been  increased  during  the  last  year  for  political  motives,  ib. 
4235-4242. 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  the  majority  of  public  opinion  in  Waterford  would  be 
in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  and  of  total  closing  on  Sunday,  save  for  one 
hour;  strong  influence  exercised  by  the  public-house  interest  to  the  contrary.  Power 

9634-9637.  9647.  9682-9721.  9740-9753.  9802-9807 Special  and  urgent' want  of 

earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  the  drinking  being  excessive  on  Saturday  night,  ib.  961 9— 

9625.  9638-9643 Views  of  the  late  and  present  Bishop  of  Waterford  on  the  question 

of  Sunday  closing,  ib.  9682-9688. 

Number  of  public-houses  for  which  licenses  of  different  kinds  were  held  on  ist  March 
1888,  App.  453. 

Number  of  arrests,  and  of  convictions,  for  drunkenness,  &c.,  on  each  day  of  the  week 

in  the  years  1874-87,  App.  466-467 Number  of  arrests,  and  of  convictions,  on  week 

days  in  each  year  from  1874  to  1887,  distinguishing  between  the  city  and  rural  districts, 
ib.  473,  474. 

Return  allowing  the  number  of  arrests  on  Sundays  for  drunkenness,  or  for  drunken- 
ness combined  with  any  other  offence;  also  the  number  of  convictions,  for  the  years 
ended  30th  September  1874-87,  from  eight  a.m.  on  Sundays  till  eight  a.m.  on  Mondays, 
App.  472—; — Number  of  arrests  on  Sunday  for  drunkenness,  &.C.,  and  number  of 
convictions  in  the  years  1874  to  1887,  in  the  city  and  the  rural  districts,  respectively, 
ib.  472.  474. 

See  also  Clubs,  Sfc.  Total  Closing. 

Wexford.  Sunday  closing  practically  in  operation  in  Wexford,  in  consequence  of  the 
Cailiolic  Bishop  of  Ferns  making  a rule  among  his  flock  that  there  should  be  no  Sunday 
drinking,  Foley  4646-4650. 

Whyte,  Nicholas  C.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.E.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Experience  of 
witness  for  over  twenty  years  as  coroner  for  the  city  of  Dublin;  he  has  been 
sole  coroner  since  1876  and  is  well  conversant  with  the  habits  of  the  people, 
8848-8855.  9022. 

Favourable  comparison  of  Dublin  with  oiher  large  cities  as  regards  morality  and  the 
limited  amount  of  crime  ; probability  that  it  would  also  compare  favourably  in  the 

matter  of  drunkenness,  8856-8860.  8976-8991 Statement  as  to  drink  being  the  main 

cause  of  most  of  the  crime  and  misery  in  Dublin,  8861-8864.  9125,  9126 — —Part  taken 

by 
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Whyte,  Nicholas  C.,  m.d.,  m.r.c.s.e.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence} — continued. 
by  witness  in  aid  of  the  temperance  movement,  though  he  is  not  a total  abstainer  nor  is 
he  a Sabbatarian,  8865-8872.  8992-9009.  9059,  9068.  9098-9104. 

Increase  of  witness’  duties  as  coroner  by  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  on 

Saturday  night  and  Sunday,  as  well  as  on  other  days,  8873,  8874.  8891 Lar^e 

amount  of' drunkenness  in  Dublin  due  to  treating  and  to  sociality,  8875-8882.  8885. 

8888.  8893-8898.  9109 Very  little  misehief'likely  to  arise  from  home  drinking(th rough 

Sunday  closing)  as  compared  with  the  excessive” drinking  in  public-houses;  salutary 
influence  of  the  wife  and  children  in  the  former  case,  8883-8888.  8946,  8947.  9016-9022. 
9109-9112. 

Strong  opinion^of  witness  in  favour  of  closing  public-houses  in  the  Dublin  metro- 
politan area  on  Sunday,  8889.  8957.  Decided  approval  also  of  earlier  closing  on 
Saturday,  chiefly  with  a view  to  lessen  the  squandering  of  wages  in  drink,  8890-8899. 

8957'  8960 Deplorable  state  of  the  houses  of  the  lower  classes  in  Dublin  (except 

the  artizans’  dwellings)  mainly  through  the  excessive  expenditure  in  drink,  8900-8903. 

Belief  that  the  lower  classes  in  Ireland  do  not  attach  the  same  value  to  their  dinner 

beer  that  the  English  do,  8904-8907.  9023-9025 Entire  fallacy  of  the  statistics  of 

arrests  for  drunkenness  as  a test  of  the  amount  of  drunkenness  in  Dublin  and  other 

cities,  8908-89 1 4.  9010-9015 Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  the  deaths  due  to 

alcoholism  are  greatly  in  excess  of  the  number  attributed  t<>  that  cause  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  returns,  or  in  the  verdicts  of  coroners’ juries,  8915-8923.  9026-9035.  9074- 
9080.  9106-9108. 

Increased  indulgence  in  drink  when  trade  is  good  and  the  people  are  in  full  employ- 
ment, 8924-8926 Personal  experience  of  witness  us  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  work 

done  on  Monday  through  workpeople  not  having  recovered  from  the  effects  of  Saturday 

and  Sunday  drinking, ,8927-8930 Very  limited  extent  to  which  shebeening  is  practised 

in  Dublin,  this  evil  being  exceedingly  small  in  comparison  with  the  magnitude  of 
public-house  drinking,  8931-8946.  9036-9039.  9046-9052.  9081-9084. 

Exceptional  instances  of  women  becoming  drunkards  from  home-drinking,  8946, 
8947-  9°4°5  9041 — —Great  nuisance  in  and  around  Dublin  under  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clause ; opinion  that  no  drink  should  be  supplied  to  travellers  (so  called) 
merely  because  they  have  gone  three  miles  or  more  from  home,  8948-8953.  9060-9068. 
9085-9088.9119.9132. 

Special  opportunities  of  witness  for  observing  the  evil  effects  of  drink  upon  the 

people  of  Dublin,  8954-8956 Circumstance  of  three  or  four  respectable  publicans 

having  recently  told  witness  they  were  in  favour  of  total  Sunday  closing,  and  of  earlier 

Saturday  closing,  8957-8959.  9042-9045.  9053-0059.  9069.  9135-9139 Very 

general  leeling  among  women  and  children  in  favour  of  the  proposed  alterations  in  the 

law,  8960 Doubt  as  to  mere  curtailment  of  the  hours  on  Sunday  being  of  much  use, 

8961. 

Numerous  and  influential  signatures  to  certain  declarations  in  favour  of  Sunday 

closing  in  the  Dublin  district ; also  throughout  Ireland,  8962-8975 Very  injurious 

effect  upon  the  health  of  the  assistants  in  public-houses  through  the  lon<>-  hours  of 

labour,- 9070-9073 Expediency  of  medical  advice  before  alcohol  is  procured  on 

Sunday  <>r  other  days  for  medicinal  purposes,  9089-9092. 

Improvement  by  closing  at  nine  on  Saturday,  though  witness  would  prefer  to  see 

the  public-houses  closed  simultaneously  jvitli  the  workshops,  9113-9117 Approval 

generally  of  increased  restrictions  in  several  directions  on  the  sale  of  drink  in  public- 
houses,  witness  being  a strong  advocate  of  temperance,  9118-9123.  9129-9134. 

Less  objection  to  the  sale  of  drink  at  places  where  food  is  sold,  9120-91 23 

Readiness  expressed  by  the  police  to  suppress  shebeens,  if  they  had  the  power,  91 24 

Belief  that  there  would  not  he  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  Sunday  closing  in 

Dublin,  9127 Doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  bogus  clubs  in  the  city,  9128. 

Wigham,  Henry.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Witness  is  a Director  of  the  firm  of 
Edmundson  & Co.  (Limited),  of  Dublin,  employing  a large  number  of  hands;  he  has 
been  one  of  the  honorary  secretaries  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  since  its  forma- 
tion, 6805-6812. 

Denial  that  Cardinal  Cullen  was  ever  deceived  by  the  Association  on  the  question  of 
Sunday  closing;  not  only  was  he  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sunday,  but  was  a strong 
supporter  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday,  6813-6818 Discontinuance  of  the  Associa- 

tion in  1878,  after  the  passing  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act;  subsequent  formation  of 
the  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Intemperance,  6819-6821. 

Institution  of  a house-to-house  canvass  taken  in  Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and 
Waterford  in  1882,  which  showed  a very  large  majority  in  each  case  in  favour  of  total 
closing  on  Sunday;  increased  majority  since  the  application  of  the  Act  of  1878;  6822- 

6837 Great  falling  off  in  the  arrests  for  Sunday  drunkenness  in  the  four  and  a-half 
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Wiffham,  Henry.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
years  after  the  Act,  as  compared  with  the  previous  four  and  a-half  years,  6838-6842 

Belief  as  to  the  less  efficient  administration  of  the  Act  in  recent  years  ; reported 

instances  of  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  police,  6843-6847.  6926-6934. 

Decreased  consumption  of  spirits  and  beer  since  the  Act  came  into  operation,  6848- 

68,54 Check  to  the  agitation  in  favour  of  the  ex  ten  sip  11  of  Sunday  closing  to  the 

exempted  towns,  on  account  of  Mr.  Gladstone’s  Government  having  agreed  to  support 
such  extension,  6855-6864— — Particulars  respecting  certain  meetings  in  Dublin, 
largely  attended  by  working  men  and  Nationalists,  in  strong  support  of  total  closing  on 
Sunday,  6865-6897 — r— Denial  that  the  agitation  in  favour  of  the  extension  of  the  Act 
to  the  large  towns  is  of  a Sabbatarian  character,  6871-6878.  6983-6985. 

Letters  received  from  all  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  favour 
generally  of  Sunday  closing ; objection  by  the  Bishop  of  Down  and  the  Bishop  of 
Elphin  to  an  extension  of  the  Act  to  the  exempted  towns,  6899-6907.  6910 Unani- 

mous resolution  passed  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Ross  in  support 

of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  6908,  6909 Views  of  the  Presbyterian  clergy  of  Ulster 

in  favour  of  the  Act  being  extended  to  the  large  towns,  6911-6914 Reference  to  the 

Wesleyan  Methodist  clergy  as  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing,  and  of  earlier  closing  on 
Saturday,  6915,  6916. 

Circulation  of  queries  by  witness  throughout  the  country  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
Act,  the  question  of  its  extension,  the  action  of  the  police,  &c. ; overwhelming  testi- 
mony received  as  to  the  beneficial  effect  of  the  Act,  6917-6922 Numerous  replies 

received  in  the  affirmative  to  the  query  whether  the  Act  should  be  extended  to  the 

five  ( xempted  towns,  6922 Numerous  communications  also  received  by  witness  as 

to  the  difficulties  cieated  bv  the  bond  fide  tiaveller  clause,  and  in  support  of  the 
entire  abolition  of  the  clause,  6922—6925. 

Petition  by  the  corporation  of  Dublin  not  only  against  the  present  Bill,  but  against 

the  Saturday  Early  Closing  Bdl,  before  the  latter  was  printed,  6935-6941 Large 

number  of  the  members  of  tl>e  corporation  who  are  connected  with  the  drink  trade, 
6945-6961. 

Slight  inconvenience  to  be  caused  to  working  men  in  Dublin  by  inability  to  obtain 

dinner  beer  on  Sunday  ; very  general  use  of  bottled  beer  with  dinner,  6972,  6973 

Absence  of  complaint,  in  Londonderry  through  the  people  not  being  able  to  procure  beer 

for  dinner  on  Sunday,  6974,  6975 Total  of  101  working  hours  in  the  week  in 

Dublin  public-houses  ; loud  outcry  on  this  score,  6976-6982. 

Instances,  near  Dublin,  of  the  abuse  of  the  bond  fide  traveller  clause,  6986-6995 

Opinion  that  if  the  clause  be  not  abolished  .the  distance  test  should  be  extended  to 
seven  miles,  and  that  only  a certain  class  of  houses  should  be  allowed  to  supply 

travellers  on  Sunday,  6996-6998 Doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  any  bogus  clubs,  6999- 

7001. 

Strong  public  feeling  in  favour  of  earlier  closing  on  Saturday  ; belief  that  no  serious 

inconvenience  would  arise  if  the  houses  were  closed  at  nine  o’clock,  7002-7007 :Still 

stronger  feeling  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  favour  of  earlier  Saturday  closing 
than  of  total  Sunday  closing,  7008-7010. 

[Second  Examination.] — Inaccuracy  of  a statement  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tynan  that 
Cardinal  Cullen  had  been  led  by  the  Sunday  Closing  Association  into  giving  his  sup-' 
port  to  entire  closing  on  Sunday;  letter  from  him  on  the  subject  in  October  1876; 

7011-7021.  7062-7076.  7258,  7259 Correction  also  of  a statement  that  the  Sunday 

Closing  Association  was  fostered  and  worked  by  Sabbatarians,  7022-7036. 

Considerable  abuse  in  connection  with  drinking  at  railway  refreshment  rooms  on 

Sunday;  ihey  should  be  closed  on  that  day,  7037-7039 Decided  opinion  that  there 

should  be  total  closing  on  Sunday  in  Dublin  and  the  other  exempted  towns,  the  evil  of 

drunkenness  being  much  greater  in  the  large  towns  than  in  the  country,  7040-7042 

Belief  that  no  serious  inconvenience  would  arise  as  regards  marketing  on  Saturday 
night  if  the  public-houses  weie  closed  at  nine  o’clock,  7043—7047. 

Extreme  wretchedness  of  the  dwellings  of  the  lower  classes  in  Dublin,  this  being 
largely  due  to  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people,  7048-7061 Statement  on  the  sub- 

ject of  there  being  only  one  Roman  Catholic  priest  on  the  Committee  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Association  ; independent  support  given  by  the  Catholic  clergy  to  the  cause  of 

temperance,  7077-7094 Grounds  for  the  siatement  that  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops 

have  strongly  supported  the  movement  in  favour  of  total  closing  on  Sunday,  7094- 
7 1 1 3- 

Total  of  693  replies  received  in  response  to  upwards  of  1,000  circulars  sent  to  persons 

in  different  parts  of  Ireland  ; how  these  were  selected,  7114-7123.  7209 Examination 

with  further  reference  to  the  house-to-house  canvass  in  Dublin,  and  the  very  large 
majority  in  favour  of  Sunday  closing ; impartiality  of  the  canvassers,  who  were  paid  by 
the  week,  and  not  by  results,  7124-7150.  7267,  7268.  7325-7333.  7399-7400 

Explanation 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


' W I G 


W OR 


555 


- Report,  1888— continued. 


Wigham,  Henry.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

- Explanation  as  to  steps  not  having  been  taken  lately  by  witness  for  ascertaining 

the  views  of  the  corporation  of  the  exempted  towns,  7151-7159.  7166,  7167 

Advantage  of  a house-to-house  canvass,  as  compared  with  public  meetings,  for  ascertain- 
ing public  opinion  on  the  question  at  issue,  7160-7165. 

Further  evidence  in  suppoit  generally  of  the  conclusion  that  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  in  Dublin  on  Sunday  would  ca-u«e  a decrease  of  drunkenness  and  would  not  lead 
to  any  appreciable  increase  of  home  drinking  or  shebeen  drinking,  7168-7208.  7222. 

7240.  7284-7287- Grounds  for  the  statement  that  the  Forbes  Mackenzie  Act  has 

been  a decided  success  in  Glasgow,  and  that  no  Scotch  member  would  in  favour  of 
repealing  the  Act,  7172-7183/7191,  7192.  7222-7224.  7253-7256.  7288-7294— — 
Dissent  from  certain  statements  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  operation  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
Act  in  Cardiff,  7184-7190.  7279-7283 Strong  temperance  views  of  witness,  ^respec- 

tively, of  the  question  of  Sunday  closing ; politically,  lie  is  a Home  Ruler,  7213-7221. 
7263, 7264.  7393-7398. 

Belief  that  the  home  influence  would  be  decidedly  against  excessive  drinking,  and 
that  the  extensive  drunkenness  in  Dublin  among  women  would  be  decreased  rather  than 

increased  by  Sunday  closing,  7228-7232.  7237-7239.  7257 Opinion  that  the  bona 

fide  traveller  clause  should  be  abolished  altogether,  and  that  travellers  on  Sunday  should 

be  supplied  only  at  hotels,  7233-7236,  7243-7245 Expediency  of  the  houses  closing 

at  seven  on  Saturday,  7241. 

Consideration  of  the  administration  of  the  law  by  the  police,  witness  submitting  that 
' on  the  whole  they  have  carried  out  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  in  recent  years  efficiently 

. and  impartially,  7246-7252.  7260-7262.  7269-7278.  7334~7337 Belief  that  public 

opinion  in  Dublin  has  not  changed  since  1882  in  its  approval  of  Sunday  closing,  7265* 
7266.  ’ . 

Active  interest  shown  by  the  Catholic  bishops  and  clergy  in  the  Sunday  closing 
movement  in  1875 ; dissent  from  the  view  that  their  opinions  have  since  undergone  a 
change,  7295-7324 Examination  in  further  support  of  the  conclusion  that  the  resolu- 

tions passed  at  the  public  meeting  at  the  Rotunda,  and  at  a recent  meeting  of  the 
Doited  Trades  Council  and  Labour  League,  do  not  prove  that  the  majority  of  the  work- 
ing men  of  Dublin  are  adverse  to  total  closing  on  Sunday,  7338-7392. 

Wine  Refreshment  Houses.  Return  showing  the  number  of  wine  refreshment  houses  in 
all  Ireland,  and  in  Dublin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  respectively, 

..  4pp-  471- 

Witnesses'  Expenses.  Particulars  thereof,  Rep.  xxiv. 

Women  and  Children.  Admission  that  religion  has  not  been  successful  in  suppressing 
the  evil  of  drunkenness  among  women  in  Dublin,  though  its  influence  in  the  cause  of 
- temperance  is  great,  Tynan  6707-6710.  6730,  6731.  6802-6804. 

Belief  that  the  home  influence  would  be  decidedly  against  excessive  drinking,  and 
' that  the  extensive  drunkenness  in  Dublin  among  women  would  be  decreased  rather 

than  increased  by  Sunday  closing,  Wigham  7228-7232.  7237-7239.  7257 Excessive 

drinking  by  women  (in  Cork)  in  the  public-houses,  and  not  in  their  homes,  Sheehan 
7481,  7482.  7681-7683.  7699-7702. 

Di'sent  from  the  view  that  the  wives  of  working  men  object  generally  to  the  facilities 
now  offered  by  the  licensed  houses  to  indulgence  in  drink;  greater  objection  on  their 

part  to  shebeens  and  bogus  clubs,  Nannetti  7969-7977 Belief  that  boys  and  girls 

• are  not  served  by  any  respectable  publican  with  large  quantities  of  drink,  ib.  8099. 
8177-8180. 

Very  general  feeling  among  women  and  children  in  favour  of  the  proposed  increase  of 
restriction,  Whyte  8960 -Moderate  amount  of  home  drinking  at  Waterford ; mis- 

chievous effect,  however,  of  women  and  children  being  sent  to  the  public-houses  for 

beer.  Power  9630-9633.  9679-9681.  9722-9724 Frequent  instances  of  men,  when 

in  a state  of  drink,  compelling  their  wives  to  drink,  ii.  9754-9762 Deplorable  state 

of  the  wives  of  working  men,  many  drinking  to  excess  as  a result  of  their  wretched 
surroundings,  Dawson  10570,  10571. 

See  also  Home  Drinking.  Working  Classes. 

Working  Classes: 

Testimony  to  the  sober  habits  of  the  artizans  of  Dublin  as  distinct  from  the  lower 
class  of  labourers  living  in  wi  etched  hovels,  O'Donel  1083.  1108-1111.  1152-1155. 

Contention  that  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses  is  an  intolerable  interference  with  the 
rights  of  the  working  man;  grounds  for  this  opinion,  M‘Hugh  2546-2549.  2652,  2653. 
2780-2782.  2905-2911.  2938,  2939.  2987-2989. 

255.  4 a 4 View 
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___ Report,  1 888 — continued. 

Working  Classes — continued. 

Vie*  of  a large  number  of  the  working  people  of  Cork  that  the  proposed  extension  of 

the  Sunday  Closing  Act  would  be  class  legislation,  O'Brien  3217 Decided  belief 

. that  in  order  to  successfully  lessen  drunkenness  the  people  must  first  be  elevated  in  the 
social  scale,  and  be  given  facilities  for  education  and  improvement,  ib.  3440. 

Decided  view  that  there  is  no  injustice  in  depriving  the  people  on  Sunday  of  the 
means  of  getting  drink  ; if  drink  be  a necessity  it  can  be  obtained  the  day  before,  Foley 

. 4451-4459-  4552~4562.  3 J 

Belief  that  Sunday  closing  would  never  keep  down  drinking  amongst  the  artizan  and 

k^Sf<u^s6«7.,e^6Xd9.dr',‘,[ '°  exc“8  “ homeand  “ Bhebeens’  Tynan 

Dissent  from  the  view  that  the  great  majority  of  the  working  classes  of  Cork  would 
regard  Sunday  closing  as  class  legislation,  Sheehan  7574-7579. 

n„SShip  uP°n‘he7orking  Casses  if  debarred  from  obtaining  rational  refreshment  at 
public-houses  on  Sunday  whilst  the  prohibition  would  assuredly  aggravate  the  evil,  not 
only  of  shebeening  but  of  home  drinking,  Nannetti  7752-7757.  7766-7772.  7827  et  sea 
--Df precat, on  of  Sunday  closing  as  an  interfereneJ^tfeVgL  Ind  privileges 
working  men  who  use  the  public-houses  in  moderation,  ib.  77 66,  7767.  7835-7840.  7903, 

Large  number  of  men  employed  in  Dublin  in  gas  works,  bakeries,  and  factories  on 
Sunday  .where  the  labour  is  very  severe  ; great  hardship  if  these  men  could  not  obtain 
RoT  'S'rrTi aS  ,being  a nutritious  and  wholesome  drink,  Byrne  8335- 

3 83  ■?38r8382-n4,0784'8-  843*-843« Statement  to  the  effect  that 

la  louring  men  might  do  as  well  without  porter  as  with  it,  and  that  men  who  habitually 
drink  it  are  at  some  disadvantage  in  time  of  illness,  ib.  8391-8397.  8439,  8440. 

Comment  upon  the  motives  by  which  many  persons  are  actuated  in  advocating  total 
closing  on  Sunday  whilst  the  more  respectable  of  the  trading  and  working  classes  con- 
. , er  lC 'Voul(i  be  cl!’ss  legislation,  and  an  undue  interference  with  their  rights  and  privi- 

eges,  Crean  8510-8514.  8616,  8617.  8646-8652 Inconvenience  to*  many  of  the 

lowei  classes  if  the  hours  on  bund  ay  were  only  from  two  till  five,  ib.  8709-8716. 

General  feeling  among  the  people  of  the  county  of  Cork  that  Sunday  closing  would 
be  class  legislation,  and  ivould  be  very  unfair  to  the  lower  classes,  Ronayne  9836-0841. 
9875  Expediency  of  improved  houses  for  artizans,  and  of  facilities  for  recreation  as 
a means  ot  attracting  them  from  the  public-house,  ib.  9868. 

1°?oe®tion  Aby  WOrkin,g  raen  t0  Sunday  clos!ng  as  being  class  legislation, 
bpillane  10085— —Argument  that  temperate  habits  in  drinking  can  best  be  secured  by 
^rt,0n,m  *.he  dwellings  of  the  working  clssses  and  by  the  provision  of  public 
w;=l  r n vanous  kinds  "musement  and  recreation,  instead  of  by  repressive 
legislation,  Dawson  10453-10467.  10486  et  seq.  3 P 

See lalso  Belfast,  1.  Cash  Payments.  Clubs,  ^c.  Cork,  1.  Dinner  Beer 

Di  unhenness.  Dublin.  • Dwellings  of  the  Working  Classes.  Employment 

wZ^Si^kMre*  ' Sa>UriayS ■ 8h‘lanS ■ Sli°°-  Waterford'. 


operation  of  the  Snnday  Closing  Act  in  Youghal,  Ronayne 
H 0 Very  moderate  amount  of  drunkenness  in  tile  town  ; steady  decrease  in 

the  number  of  arrests,  ib.  9848-9850.  9953,  9954.  ’ y ae0rease  m 
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